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DEDICATION. 


TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


Sire, 

The deep solicitude ivliich youi Majest}”^ has, on all occa- 
sions, evinced for the welfaie of that important portion of the 
ompiie denominated British India, — the countenance and 
favour hestoved from the throne on those who may have 
contributed eitliei to acquire or to retain a dominion which, 
with justice, may he considered the brightest gem in the 
English diadem, — and the personal regard with which it 
has pleased your Majesty to honoui the nobleman whose 
administration the following despatches and correspondence 
fully illustrate, will, I Lope, acquit me of any charge of vanity 
for solicitmg the distmguished honour of dedicating the ac- 
companying woik to a Sovereign whose comprehensive mmd 
has been long directed to the weal of our transmaime pos- 
sessions, and which, at an eailier period of life, and m an 
hostile age, he had so nobly endeavoured to preserve and to 
extend. 

It must at all times, Sue, be grateful foi the Monarch of a 
free , people to contemplate the arduous and heioic efforts of 
his subjects in a distant country, under an eneivating clime, 
and amidst an adverse race, strugghng to mamtam, in all its 
puissance, the proud pre-eminence of their native land , -and 



Sire, It lnuHrT»r*t. juutiy-^muiDi lor tboso aabjecta lo know 
nnd to feel that, whether thcir'cnorts be crowned with anc 
ccfca or othcrwiBO, tlicj arc certain to receive a prdtection 
encouragement and reword, proportJonc<l to then-'Ucaerta 
whicli neither faction nor envy ettn withhold, nnd the con 
femng of which forma one of the pureat aourcc* of enjoyment 
of n patriot King 

But, Sire, high and great at ore the sentiment* of loyalty 
and patnotiim which prompted and sustained the efforts of 
the Bntish Nation, for the acquisition and maintenance of 
dominion in the I^tt, there ore jet higher and holier feelings 
connected with this important subject. No lust of power, no 
ambitious tldrsl, no mercenary thoughts, have led to tlio con- 
quests which thcfo jwiges record,— an unseen, yet ever pre 
sent, Prondcnco has given to a tmal) island m the western 
Atlantic supremacy over millions of our fellow creatures m 
another henusphorc myriads of brave and intelbgent men 
have been rescued from the ignominious bondage of ages 
the clang of arms has changed into the busy hum of industry, 
the arts of peace hare followed in the track of our footstep* 
science and litcmturo arc every where expanding, and the 
barlmrous ntes of fanaticism and superstition are yielding 
to the mild and humanising inBuence of Christianity 

Sire it was the hope of occomphshing these truly great 
objects that guided the Councils of Anglo-Indian policy* and 
nerved our gallant conntrymen to deeds of utiwonted hero- 
ism , and that Omnipotence which presides over man m his 
•collective as well a* individual capacity gave fortitude and 
wisdom to our statesmen and strength and himiamty to our 
soldiery 

To place on irrefiitable record the noble deeds of Britons, 
while many are yet hving who can attest their accuracy is the 
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mam object of the present woik, so that •nfien the impartial 
liistorian shall ponder in amazement on the Anglo-Indian tcr- 
1 itories, he may be enabled to judge ith correctness, and to 
declare with truth, the motives for our acquisition of these 
teriitories, and the means by ivliich they were acquired. 

Let me also. Sire, be permitted to express a wish that 
the bright example which these pages hold forth may not 
be without its effect on the rtsing genei ation , that the 
remembiance of the past may operate as a stimulus to 
future exertions for the lionom and glorj' of the British 
crown, for upholding in its integiity this vast and unparal- 
leled maritime empire, and for diffusing the incalculable ad- 
vantages of order and of peace, of freedom and of happiness, 
throughout the most distant legions of the earth. 

, With an ardent hope that our constitutional monarchy, 
which has been pioductive of so many and such beneficial 
results, may long continue in its purity and strength, and 
' with a sincere prayer, that He who governeth the hearts of 
kings, and sways the destinies of nations, may vouchsafe to 
your Majesty a full enjoyment of all the blessings derivable 
from a conscientious exeicise of the exalted power, which 
your Majesty so mercifully wields, — I have the distinguished 
honour and gratification to subscribe myself. 

Sire, 

Your Majesty’s dutiful subject, 

Robert Montgomery Martin* 


London, March Ylth, 1836 



INTRODUCTION 


The publication of tlic ofBcial dospatcbcf and correspondence 
of the Marquess Wellesley, during his administration m India, 
originated in tho soggoatjon contained m a letter from Mr 
ftfontgomcry I^Iartin to hia Lordship, of which the following 
is an extract — 

MSepi 1B35 

‘ In prepanng the second Edition of my JUttory of the 
BrtUtk Colomet, (Vol I, Asia,) I hare been more strongly 
than CTcr Impressed wiUi the importance of your Ixirdihip s 
c> entful career, as Goremor General of Bntiib India, whDe re- 
gretting that the pubhc arc so much in error as to the erents of 
tliat momentous period Sereml friends of India bare ex 
pressed their regret that your Lordships despatches have 
never been made pubhc , I am therefore, desirooa of ascer- 
txuning whether your Lordship would aid me with copies of 
your desjmtches and official correspondence, which, combmed 
with those obtainable from the East India House, Board 
of Controul Ac^ would I think, form an important portion of 
the history of the British empire." 

Lord Wellesley s assent to this proposal is contained in a 
letter to Mr Martin, of which the following is an extract — 

13/1 Sfpf 1836 

‘ It Is perfectly true that the pubhc has received erro- 
neous impressions of the system of pohey which I pursued 
in InduL 

' I liavc neither had leisure nor mclination to rectify those 
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eiiors , although I certainly must agree with }ou, that it is 
highly proper to clear such important transactions from 
misunderstanding. I shall be happy to furnish you with any 
materials within my reach for this laudable purpose ” 

The collection of official and other documents in Lord 
Wellesley’s possession lelative to India, was ascertained to 
be veiy great, and of the highest importance, since it sup- 
plies information which could not be obtained, with equal 
advantage, fiom any other source. 

In 01 del to pieserve the spiiit of the correspondence, it 
was deemed preferable to give the documents chionologically 
rather than according to the events to which they refei , for 
by this means the leader is better enabled to judge of the 
motives which piompted various actions , and the nature of 
the policy pursued is lendered moie apparent than by the 
perusal of letteis wiitten aftei the completion of the transac- 
tions to which they adveit, and necessaiily receiving some 
colouring from the success or fadure of the undertaking 
The work commences with the Governor-Geneial’s coiies- 
pondence from the Cape of Good Hope*, while on his voyage 
to India, and the first volume teirmnates with the fall of Se- 
rmgapatam , thus embracing the origin and conclusion of the 
wai m Mysore f 

* Lord Morninfl^ou was appointed Governor-General of India on tlie 
4th, and sworn in on the 6th, October, 1/97, sailed from England on the 
7th November following, arrived at the Cape of Good Hope in February, 
1798, at Fort St George on the 26th April, 1798 , sailed from thence on 
the 9th Mav, and arrived at Fort Wdliam on the ]7tb May, 1798 
f The Editor has much pleasure in acknowledging the attentions and 
kind assistance with which he has been favoured by the Earl of Powis, 
Lord Viscount Melville, the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Secretary 
of the East India Company, N B Edmonstone, Esq , Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meyrick Shaw, Sir Robert Campbell, Bart , Sir Charles Forbes, Bart , 
the Right Honourable S R Lushington, M P , T Cockburn, Esq , and 
by several other distinguished individuals, whose names will be more par- 
ticidarb acknowledged in the subsequent volumes 
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As tho following docuracnU arc connected wilh almost every part 
of tins volume,* llicj nrc here inserted 


Pnef€jrMlt<»a */ the Ittf •/Fmet 


I tberte Lgalitc 

IlCrUDUQUE TRANCAISC, 
Une K indinilblc 


L'lJcrty EqunTity 

THE rncNcu RErunLrc, 

One and mdinsilile. 


rncK.MAfA'nON 

^MaeJrsepk IJgppoiiie iMtrih 
rW rm Ckrf Cwmorr-jfrt<Ttf/ Jet 
Itirt it hmtet ^ it U 
Cwomtuitnt ffetrrtt Jet BUtUhtt 

wtmit a PE*t it Ctp it 

J)*nat Etpenatt 

ClTO^ LSs 

Connaiunnt depuis pliuicurs 
nnnccs votre tele &. votro attach 
tnent pour Ics intcr^ts & b glolrc 
de notro Ilipubliquo nous soni- 
raes tres cmpreBi68 & nous nous 
faisons un dc'oir dc vousdonner 
connoisiance de tontes let propo> 
sitions que nous fait Trppoo Sul 
taun, i^rtleaxsftths^adfft/rvqaV 
nous a d6pech6s, 

Ce prince a 6cnt dcs lettres 
particuliore* d 1 Aisemblfe Colo- 
niale a tons lei G^ndniux qui 
sent employ^ dans ce gouverne- 
ment, & nous a address^ un pa 
quet pour le Directotre Executif 
1 n demando i faire une ol 
liance ofTensive et defensive avec 
les Franyau en proposant d cn- 


PROCLABIATIOV 

^0*e Jcitpi UgpptIUe iftirriie Om- 
wtnier it Ckk/ t»i Gtrrmtr Central 
•/tie ItJett/Fhatettni Rtnuhn mi 
«f tU tke Frmrk ethUUkMtnit it tie 
ettiteitri tftkt Ctpt ^ Gtti Hapt 

CmzEss, 

Havingfor several years known 
your zetd and your attachment 
to the interests, and to tbe glory 
of our Repubhc, wo are very 
anxious and we feel it a daty to 
make you acquainted with all 
the propositions which have been 
made to us by Tippoo Sultnun 
through two aoihsMa^ora whass 
be bos despatched to us< 

This prince has written parti- 
cular letters to tbe Colonial As 
scmbly , to all the generals em 
ployed under this goTcrnment 
and has addressed to us a packet 
for the Executive Directory 
1 He desires to form an of 
fenaive and defensive alliance 
with the French and proposes 


See Qortrnor-GeDcml • Mlnate of the 12lh 1798, 
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tictcnii a ses Jfrais, taut que la 
guene ilurera dans I’lnde, les 
tioupes qu’on pourralui en\ 03 ^ 01 ’. 

2^ II promet de fournir toutes 
Ics clioses necessaiics pour fane 
c(itte gueriGj exceptc le Yin & 
I’Eau de YiCj dont il se tromc 
absolument deniid. 

3°. II assure que tons Ics pre- 
paratifs sont faits pour ie 9 e\oir 
les secoms qu’on lui donnera, & 
qu’a Tail nee des troupes, les 
Chefs 8 : Ofliciers trou\ciont 
toutes les choses necessaires pour 
fane une guerre a laquelle les 
Euiopdens sont peu accoutumds. 

4°. Enfin il n’attend plus que 
le moment ou les Fran 9 ais Men- 
dront a son secours, pour de- 
clarer la giier ? c an Anglais^ de- 
siiant avec ardeui proiwoir les 
chassei de VInde. 

Comrae il nous impossible 
de dmnnuer ]c nomhre des sol- 
dats des lO' e. & 108e. regimens, 
& de la garde soldee du Port de 
laFraternite, a cause des secours 
que nous avons envoyes k nos al- 
lies les Hollandais , nous invitons 
' to us les citoyens de bonne vo- 
lonte, k se fairs mscrire dans 
leurs municipalitCs lespectives, 
pour aller seivir sous les dra- 
; peaux de Tippoo. 

Ce piince desne aussi aVoii 
des citoyens de couleui, libies, 


to maintain at Ins charge, as long 
as the u av shall last in India, the 
troops which may be sent to him. 

2. He promises to fill nish eve- 
ly necessary for carrying on the 
war, nine and brandy excepted, 
with which he is wholl}' unpro- 
vided. 

3. He declares that he has 
made every preparation to re- 
ceive the succours which may be 
sent to him, and that on the ar- 
rn al of the troops, the command- 
ers and officers will find eieiy 
thing necessary for making a 
war, to which Europeans are but 
little accustomed. 

4'. In a word he only waits the 
moment when the French shall 
come to his assistance, to declai e 
tuai against the Enghsh^ whom 
he ar dcntly desh es to expel from 
India. 

As it is impossible for us to 
reduce the number of soldiers of 
the 107th and 108th legiments, 
and of the regular guard of Poit 
Fraternite, on account of the 
succours which we have fur- 
nished to our allies the Dutch , 
we mvite the citizens, who may be 
disposed to enter as volunteers, to 
enrol Jjheihselves in their respec- 
tive mumcipahties, and to seive 
^ undei the banners of Tippoo. 

This prince desires also to be 
assisted by the fiee citizens of 


inthoductjok 


& nous invitont tous ccux qui 
loudront nllcr scmr aour tea 
dmpcnux, a <c fmro auati in 
Bcnrc 

Nous pouvoni assurer tous Ics 
etto^ens qui sc feront inscnrc, 
que ripjKK) Icur fern ties traite- 
racnls nvnntagcux qui scront 
fixes nrcc scs ombassadcurs qui 
sengageront cn outre, au nom 
do lour souTcmm, n cc que Ics 
rran 9 ais qui ouront pna parti 
dons ECS armecs, nc puisicnt ja 
nnis y ctro retenus quond ds 
> oudront rentrer darts lour patne 

Fait nu Port Nord-Oucit,le 10 
Pluviosc Ian six dc la Ripub- 
bquo bran 9 aisc, une &■ mdiri 
Bible 

(Signe) ^Falartic 


colour, wo llicrcforc innto all 
such who arc wilbngto serre un 
der hts flag, to enrol lhcniJ>=*lTcs 

c can asEurc all the dUtena 
who shall enrol themselves, that 
Tippoo will allow them an ad 
vantageous rate of pay, the terms 
of which will be fixed with his 
ambassadors, who will further 
engage in the name of their bo- 
rcfejgn that nil Frenchmen who 
shall enter into Ins armies, shall 
never be detained afler they 
shall have expressed a wish to 
return to their own country 

Done at Port North West, ^ 
the 30th January 1798 

(Signed) Malartic. 


Smliwwm to Sir Join SJt*rt 
necdTvdatForttMUlsm AprD 179a* 

* I have been favoured with your letter notifying your m 
tention of returning to Rorope, and the nomination of Ix>rd 
Momington who is of rank to the olBce of Governor Generaf, 
in whom the same disposition would be manifested with your- 
self to culbTRte and improve the friendship and good under 

• N B. — On tlie26th of April, 1798 (the on which thii letter wu 
recelred tt Cslcntts) Tippoo SolUno a Amhaandora Isnded at Mtn^ore, 
accompsnied by the French force, lened onder the tbore proclsmstlon r— 
The Earl of Momington landed at Fort^St, Qeorge from England, on the 
aatne day — the 2Gth April, 1798 
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staiuling sul)‘;isting between the t^\o states, and an inviola- 
])]e adherence to tJie engagements by \Unch tlicy are con- 
nected. It IS ^e^3 Mcll . }ou must impiess Lord JMornington 
\\itli a sense of the fnendship and unanimity so fiimly 
subsisting between us, and constantly ra\ our me with letters 
communicating 3 our health and welfare.” 

[In another letlei from Tijipoo Sultaun leceived also at 
Fort William on the 2 Gth of April, 179 S, .ind iclating solely 
to W3'naad, Tippoo thus concludes.] 

*^Behe\ing 1113 friendl3 heart disposed to pay 01013 regard 
to tiuth and justice, and to strengthen the foundations of 
harmony and concord established between the two states, I 
liopc you will alwa3S giatifj me bj' letters notifying 3^0111 
wclfaic.” 
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Pigt; s, I 10, for enrmt), read nmt/ 

31, 1 JO, (oT J rnnrnrr, rrnd I r/nifirifr 

31. 1 n for enn fi' immnnrii, rend it trntild n/turd 

Sj, 1 P, 0, and 10, for Onidnl, renJ Oiniinf, /ulfa//er, 7ul/<rr! Tunp, annpj and 
Surdnn, bnrdar 

30. 1 IS, nficr •' Mcinorandnm Ton St Oeorjre ” rend ■' b) the Go\ crnnr-Gciicrnl ’’ 
41, after “ 111111110117 Gnicrnor Octiml on Tniijorc ” rnd " 1 ort William ” 

43, 1 11 from bottom, for /tcsldc< c), read i’rc'.idcnc} 

33, 1 0 from tioitom, for murr/fcrcd rend mnrrfrrcd 

'^0,1 C, for Knantnnuin/;Ae and Coloot bryee, read KautnamiiD/j/c and Coloorbo/ee 

Ot, nofu, for Sept 17<i9, read IStli Oct I"P9 

/Cl, 1 II from bottom, for Gopulhcl/t, rend GugnlhcKt^^ 

80, I 0, for impiidritrc, rend Imimidrnee 

120. 1 0, for “ I’cishtvn,” read “ Siznm ” 

1/2, 1 23, for or, read nnd act of wir 

1/0,1 II from bottom. Cor practical, rend practicable 
1/8, note, for tee Appendix, read sec pnpe, 2I-I 

187. 1 12 and 22 from bottom, for HaAda Row, read lAndhon Row 
208, at the end, " I am, &c " to be expunped 

214, in the address of the Letter from Tort St. Gcorpe, for K D read K P 
2GC, 12 lines from bottom, for Nussun, read Nussur 
272, 6 lines from tbottom, for I'’ah, read aab 
333, 1 10 from bottom, for Stcicart, read Sterrart. 

343, 1 S from bottom, for when you wtH recollect, " when }Ou recollect ” 

383. 1 6, a fall stop at “ nnderstoood ’’ 

591, 1 17, for Governor-General, read Governor in Council 
404, 1 19 from bottom, for Delphi, read Delhi 

484 1 3 from bottom, for surety, read secrecy 
487 I 2, tieforc endanper, read not 
541, 1 14 from bottom, for Japhnrj, read Japhiree 
646 last line, for sensation, read sensation* 

547, end of 1, 2 and 3 sections of paragraph 34, read perpodas , also in paragraph 46, p 550 
554, 1 21 and 23, for sterling, read star 

567. 1 23, for this, read his 

569, 1 2 from bottom, (in note), for his, tend its 

592, next page, for 693, read 593 
699, h 22 , for CCIV read CC\IV 

621. 1 14, omit own before acquaintance 

655. 1 21, for Nemdydroog, read Nwndydroog 

ERRATA, APPENDIX 

Page 6C7, I 4, lor Motta Valou, rcjd Slotee Talou 
I 16, for fferk in|], read Jilrlarali 
2 U sheet, for page 067, read 657, and so on 
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DESPATCHES, 

MINUTES, AND CORRESPONDENCE, 

S,c &c 


INDIA. 


No. I 

To the Hiffht Hon Hcnrif Dundat, President of the Boai d of Control, ^ c 

My Dear Sir, Cape of Good Hope, 23 Feb UPS' 

Among the subjects which you recommended to my early 
consideration upon my amval in India, you paiticularly 
urged the necessity of my attending with the utmost de- 
gree of vigilance to the system, now pursued almost uni- 
versally by the native princes, of retaining in their service 
numbers of European or American officers, under whom the 
native troops are trained and disciplined in imitation of the 
corps of sepoys in the British service. By accident I found 
at this place, on account of his health, Major Kirkpatrick 
lately Resident at the Court of Hyderabad, and formerly at 
that of Scmdiah, and I have endeavoured during the period 
of my detention here to collect from him whatever informa- 
tion he could furnish respecting the European or American 
officers and the corps commanded by them in the service of 
the Nizam. For this purpose after several conversations on 
the subject, I requested Major Kirkpatrick to leturn detailed 
answers in writing to several questions which I drew with the 
intention of bringing under your observation not only the 
actual strength but the original object of this part of the 
Nizam’s military estabhshment, its rapid inciease, the con- 
sequences to be expected from its continuance or further 
growth, as well as the means which either had been or might 
be suggested for averting any danger which those conse- 
quences might threaten to our interests in India I transmit 

VOL. I. B 
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with this Letter n copy of my questions and of Major Kirk 
patrJcl-a nnsvren,* and although 1 am aware that tho sub- 
stance of both must bo familiar to jou, yet imagining tliat it 
may hitherto have come under yonr notice only incidentally 
in detacbcil dcspatclics and adrices from India, I think it 
may bo useful to lay before you in a more regular and con- 
nected form n now of this most matonal and ^ my judg 
TTicnt) fonnidablc branch of tho system to which you hare 
directed my attention. In this letter, I shall endcarour 
to recapitulate the most important facts stated by Major 
Kirkpa^cki adding such ohserrabons os have occurred to 
me upon them, in tho hope of receiving from you at an early 
penod, your instrucbons upon such points as the materials 
before you can enable you to determine 

It appears that the Niiam had recently at difibrcnt penodi 
rctxunod m lus service, exclusive of onr detachment, three 
dutuict corps of sepoys under the command of European 
or American ofEcors one commanded by a Frenchman of 
the name of Raymond another by an American of the name 
of Boyd, and a third by an Insbmon of the name of Flnglass 
for some bmo a Quarter Master in the liHh Regiment of 
Dragoons 

Tho corps of Boyd and Flnglass were taken into the service 
of the NIxam during the residence of Axim ul Omra at 
Poonah, at tho suggesbon of our Resident at that Court, 
acting under the sanebon of the Government of BengaL 
This measure was taken by our Resident and by that Grovern 
merit principally with a new of forming a counterpoufe to the 
corps of Raymond. Boyds corps consisted of about 1800 
men, it is no longer in the semce of the Nixam and has 
probably passed into that of tho Mahrattas, Iinglass s 
corps remains at Hyderabad, Jmt consists of only one 
battalion of about 800 men. Both these corps appeared to 
be well affected to our mterosta as may bo judged by their 
wfllrngness to assist our detsebmont m repelling an expected 
attack from the corps of Raymond. The corps of Raymond 
had been in the semce of the Nixam before the last war 
with Tippoo Soltaun, and m 1792 its strength was not more 
than 1500 men at the highest estmiafaon, at the battle of 
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Kliurdlali in 1795 its strength amounted to no less tlian 
11,000 men, it now consists of 10,000 men, and the order has 
actually been given for augmenting it to the numhei of 14',000 
men. Attached to this corps is a train of artillery of about 
30 field pieces, and a tioop of SO native dragoons. The 
discipline of the corps does not appear to be by any means 
good, and accordingly it has never yet rendeied any distin- 
guished service in the field. 

The pay of the corps is now secured by the assignment of 
a large distiict of country, part of which borders the Cainatic, 
at this particular station is a fortified post, and constant com- 
munication is maintained between it and the port of Narpilly, 
as well as with Ongole and other parts of the teriitoiies of 
the Company and of the Nabob of Arcot. The coips is re- 
cruited in the pioportion of one-third of its total numbeis, 
from our territories and from those of the Nabob of Aicot, 
and partly from deseiteis abandonmg our service The chief 
oflBcers aie Fienchmen of the most virulent and notorious 
principles of jacobinism , and the whole coips constitutes an 
armed French party of great zeal, dihgence and activity. The 
efiibrts of this party are continually diiected to the object of 
magnifying the power, resources, and success of France in 
the eyes of the Court of Hyderabad, and of depreciating the 
character, force and credit of Great Bi itain by every possible 
means. 

The detachment of this corps stationed on our frontier has 
been very assiduous with great success in seducmg from their 
duty our sepoys quarteied m the neighbourhood — a consider- 
able desertion lately took place m one of our native regiments 
on its march from Masulipatam to the southward, and many 
of the deserters on that occasion are to be found m Raymond’s 
corps No positive proof has yet appeared of a diiect cor- 
respondence between the leaders of this coiyis and the French 
Government, but it seems to be unquestionably certam that 
they communicate with Tippoo Sultaun and with the French 
corps in his , service. Whatever may be the disciphne or 
mihtaiy skill of this corps, it now forms by far the most con- 
siderable part of the Nizam’s mihtary estabhshment. In this 
coips consists the maih strength of the army of our ally , and 
It possesses the influence which usually belongs to an army in 
the councils of the native princes of India. This influence 



Tlin EAIIL or MOHMSOTOV, TO 


23FeL 


4 

seems to have alnrmetl A*»m ul Omrn the first minister of the 
Niram, neither the ongin nor the subsequent augmentations 
of this corps appear to liavo been at all connected \dth any 
hoBtilc disposition in the Court of Hyderabad towards the 
Drituh interests The institution of the corps proceeded 
from an admiration of the euccessful pohey of lilahdejee 
Scmdiah and the subsequent augmentation was directed prin- 
cipallj if not solely against tlio Mahrattna* There is reason 
to hehovo that the orders lately gircn for a further increase 
of the corps to the number of 14 000 men arose from a desire 
in the mind of Atim ul 0mm of drawing ui into a more inti 
mate connection witli the Nizam by exciting our jealousy of 
the growing influence of the French party at IlydcrabaiL 
Such 18 the state of the leading fncti communicated by 
Major KirkpatncV- Tlie result in my mind is a decided 
opnuon tliat the continuance and still more the further 
growth of the corps of Raymond ought to be preveDted by 
every means wlthm our power, consistent with the respect 
doe to the Court of Hyderabad, and with the general pnn 
ciplris of moderation and justice, which ought to form the rule 
of our conduct m India The danger* to be apprehended 
from the custence of this corps ore not to be cstnnated bv a 
consideration of its actual state of disaphne or oren of ite 
actual numbers or degree of present mflnenc© over the coun 
cils of the Nizam I consider it as the basis of a French 
party in India, on which, according to the opportnmtic* of 
fortune and tho ranatioii of events, the acbvity of the enemy 
may found a strength of the most formidable kind either in 
peace or war If we are to look to the settlement of peace 
can it be possible to provide a more ready channel for tho 
intrigues of Franco, than would be offered by the existence 
of a body of 10 000 men omtod by military disaplme and 
stationed in the dominions of one of our principal alhc* and 
on tho borders of our own! If the war is to continue in 
Burope without extending to the continent of India in the 
first instance the danger of French mtngue acting with such 
an instrument as I have descr3>ed would be greatly aggrn 
vated. But if the war should extend to the continent of 
India and if we should be under the necessity of callmg forth 
the strength of our albes to assist us m any contest with 
Tippoo what assistance could we expect from the Nizam the 
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iii.iin l)0(ly of wliose army %vould be ofliceiccl by Frenclimcn, 
01 by the agents of France, anti the coi respondents of Tippoo 
Inmsclf.® In sucli a situation lt^^ould be difficult to deter- 
mine -alietlier oui danger uould be greater fioin an entiie 
desertion of our cause b}' tlie Court of Hyderabad, or from 
onr acceptance of the only species of supiioit Mhicb its mili- 
tary force could offer us in the field. But I confess I cairy 
my opinion upon tins subject still fartbei I ba>e no doubt 
that the natural efTcct of the uncbeckcd and lapid giowtli of 
such a party at the com t of one of om principal allies must 
be in a very shoit period to detach that Couit entuely fiom 
our interests, and finally to fix it in those of our enemies, to 
subject its councils to tlieir contiol, and its militaiy establisli- 
ments to their direction. However despicable the corps of 
B,a3unond may non be in point of discipline or effect in the 
field, would It be wise to leave such a large body of men m 
readiness to receive whatever impiovements the ability, assi- 
duity and zeal of Fiencli officers, sent from Europe for that 
expiess purpose, might introduce into the constitution of a 
corps, so prepared by coi respondent principles and objects 
to meet the most sanguine expectations of their new leaders. 
Under these circumstances, the corps, which perhaps now 
has little more efficiencj' than that of a political party, might 
soon become in the hands of our enemy as efficient a military 
foice, as it is now m that view wholly useless either to the 
Nizam or to us. 

I desire to add one more consideration ; must not the con- 
tinuance of such a corps in the service of our ally tend to 
raise the hopes of Tippoo, and in the same pioportion to dis- 
parage us in the eyes of all the native pimces of India? That 
it has tended to encourage Tippoo, I have no doubt, and his 
correspondence with the leadeis of the coips will sufficiently 
shew in what light he views them. Perhaps I have dwelt too 
long on this part of the subject, where the proof of the weak 
policy of suffering such an evil, as I have described, to in- 
crease without check or disturbance seems to lequire no la- 
bour of argument 

A more inteiesting and difficult consideiation will be to 

* The correspondence of IM Raymond with Tippoo was subsequently 
proved by means of a letter found in the palace of Senngapatam among 
the other papers, after the death of Tippoo 
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clcMSO for remedying this cnl some means which shah not 
cxpoio our interest to os great n danger os tliat which we 
wish to avoid In the paper transmitted with this letter four 
distinct measures arc proposed for coniidcmtion with a view 
to the desirable object of suhrortlng the French party at the 
Court of the Nitam Tlic first is to introduce British sub- 
jects, or otlicrs (being tlic subjects of friendly powers) into 
the military service of the NUam for the purpose of forming 
a balance against RajTnond s corps This measure has al 
ready been partially attempted by the introduction of the 
corps of Boyd and ringlosa at Hyderabad, but it has failed 
of success m the ease of Boyd who upon some quarrel with 
the Court has left the service of the Nizam. I do not think 
this measure likely to be oficctual to any good purpose, and 
it might even oggraratc the evil which it is proposed to re- 
move, A party so consolidated and united as that of Ray 
mond a, which has been strengthening itself for a period of 
several years at Hyderabad, and has cstobhihcd the means 
of pccniitmg and augmenting its members will not be coun- 
teracted by the irregular and desultory opposition of such 
adventurers as might be induced by our encouragement to 
seek employment m the semce of the Nizam , persons of this 
desmption (and we cannot expect that any other will engage 
in such an undertaking) would want the system and concert 
necessary to giro vigor to their operations. 

It IS also d^cult to suppose that the Nizam would at once 
retam in his service such a number of these persons, as could 
m any degree enter Into competition with the numerous corps 
of Raymond and his adherents. But even if these objections 
did not exist agamst the mtroduction of a crowd of European 
adventurers at Hyderabad there would remain a difficulty 
which appears to me insuperable. The nnpossibihty of finding 
a sufficient number of such adventurers on whose pnnaples 
any reliance could be placed in such circinnstances, our at 
tempt to subvert the French party at Hyderabad might only 
serve to famish it with additional recruits of other nations 
and I much fear that many British subjects might be found 
m India whose spirit of adventure would rather direct them 
to seek a new order of things than to contribute to the main- 
tenance of our power Lord Hobart has declared his ohjec 
bon to thm measure but as well os I recollect his letter, his 
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principal ground is the danger of iinpioving the miht.iiy dis- 
cipline of the armies of the Native Princes by furnishing them 
vith Euiopean olBcers . unfortunately this objection nov 
comes too late, the system v Inch Loid Hobart ^ely justly 
dreads, has been suffered gradually to gam such a strength, 
that theie is scarcely a native court in India without its esta- 
blishment of European ofliceis. 

The second measure proposed in the annexed paper, is 
nothing moie, than that ve should endear oui by lepresenta- 
tion and demand to induce the Nizam to disband Ila 3 Tnond’s 
corps, I recommend jMajoi Kirkpatrick’s obsci rations on this 
head, to youj pai ticulai attention. Ccrtainl}^ no lepiesenta- 
tion fiom one friendly state to anotlier could ever be more 
solidly founded than ours might be to the Nizam in the case 
before us. But besides that Major Kirkpatiick expects no 
benefit from lepreseiitation and demand unconnected with 
the offer of some advantage to the Nizam , I doubt whether 
our manifesting in the first instance the extent of our anxiety 
for the dismission of Raymond’s corps, might not embariass 
us in the pi ogress of the most effectual measures for that 
desirable end, at piesent the Court of Hj^deiabad seems 
willing to purchase a closer connection with us by great sacii- 
fices, and if that connection should not appear objectionable 
on other grounds, it may probably take place on much more 
advantageous terms to us, if we grant it as a matter of favour 
to the solicitation of the Nizam, than if we commence the 
negociation by demandmg the dismission of any part of the 
Nizam’s military establishment This observation will be 
better understood, when I come to take notice of the fourth 
measure proposed by Major Kirkpatiick. Before I leave 
this article I must however remark that I should not be 
satisfied by obtainmg the modification hinted by Major 
Eorkpatnek, namely, that the French officers or other Euio- 
peans in Raymond’s corps should be dismissed, and their 
places filled by British subjects nommated by us This 
modification would leave the corps precisely m its present 
form with the exception of the European officers tmly. 
although the European officers are certainly the most objec- 
tionable part of the estabhshment, it may be doubted whether 
the habits and dispositions of the native officers and sepoys 
formed rmder their French leaders would be at once broken 
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b\ a mere change In the command* while every other dreurn 
stance of the corpi remained the *nmc j feeing then no pros- 
pect of success from ofTIdol representation or demand alone, 
and thinking it imprudent to anticipate the expected opphea 
tion of the Court of Hyderabad for n more intimate connec 
tion with us by urging to them at this peno<l any proposition 
the concession of which they might deem a favour, I proceed 
to examine Major Kirkpatricks third suggestion Thu he 
states to be of a nature justifiable only by tlie case of an 
actual rupture with tlio Nixam, or of open violence on the 
part of Rajinond against ns the measure is no other than 
to induce Kaymond s ofOcers by pecuniary cogipeniabon to 
abandon tiie corps, on this mcosuro it is unnecessary to say 
anything because the cases alone to which it is meant to 
apply, neither have existed nor arc now likely to happen, 
I own that I should never think it worth while, even in the 
cases supposed of a rupture with the Nixam or of an attack 
from Raymond to repel the aggression by comiptiog the 
officers of the hostile enemy I trust that m cither case, we 
should soon find a more certain as well as a more honourable 
mode of effectually doftroying this Trench party and its 
adherents. 

Tlio fourth proposition coutaiued in Major Kirkpatrick s 
paper, is that to which I wish to call your most particular 
attention. 

The desire of the Court of Hyderabad to obtain from us 
an increase of our detachment now serving the Nixam, and 
also an extension of the power of employing the force fur- 
nished by us. Has appeared on several occasions, and you 
will find allufioDB to this disposition m the last secret des- 
patches from BengaL There seems to be no objection to 
the first part of this proposition provided our consent to rt 
shall secure to us equivalent concessions on the part of the 
Nixam. In another Letter which I shall forward to you on 
the general subject of the pohtical state of India in the pre- 
sent moment, you will find my reasons for entertanung an 
opimon that it would be a wise pohey for us to check by 
timely aid the rapid declension of the Nixam s weight among 
the powers of Hindostan this could be done m no mann e r 
so effectual or unobjectionable as by furnishing bun with a 
large increase of our force now in his pay the pay of the 
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aiigiiientcd force to lie secuiecl in the manner best calculatecl 
(o present futuic discussion and embarrassment. In granting 
this foicc to the Ni/nm, Me ought not only to stipulate for 
the disbanding of Rajmond’s corps, but Me ought to take 
care that the officers should be immediately sent out of 
India. Theie arc perhaps other points irhich on this occa- 
sion might be obtained fiom the Court of H}derabad. The 
gieat difficult} mIucIi Mould obstruct such an ariangement 
Mould be, that the Ni7am would probably be unM’ilhng to part 
with Raymond’s corps, mIiicIi he has the poMcr of employing 
against any enemy, unless lie could obtain poM'ers equally ex- 
tensive with respect to the employment of any force furnished 
by us. You aie aware that the British detachment now in the 
pay of the Nizamis not only restricted from acting against the 
jNIahrattas in any possible case, but also from acting against 
certain Polygars tributaiy both to the Mahrattas and to 
the Nizam, and e^en from passing, Mithout a formal permis- 
sion, certain parts of the Mahratta Territory which aie in- 
termixed with the dominions of the Nizam. The object of 
the Court of Hyderabad would of course be to obtain our 
guarantee of its possession generally, against the Mahrattas, 
accompanied M’lth the assistance of a large foice, to be 
employed with the same extensive powers as now apply to 
the corps of Raymond. For this object I have little doubt 
that the Nizam would sacrifice the whole French party at his 
court, and even the peiscush now paid by us on account 
of the northern circars But such an alteration of our con- 
nection with the Nizam would naturally laise the jealousy of 
the Mahratta powers, and might involve us in discussions 
of a very disagreeable nature if not in a wai with them. 
The result therefore of this view of the subject would lead 
us to enquire, whether some arrangement might not be 
framed, founded on a modification of the views of the Court 
of Hyderabad, and comprehendmg certam favourite objects 
of the Mahratta States, which while it secured for us the 
destruction of the Fiench paity at Hyderabad, should tend 
to restore to the Nizam his due weight among the Indian 
powers, without exciting the animosity of the Mahrattas 
against the British Government. 

It appeals to me that the only effectual mode of eiadicatmg 
the French party at Hydeiabad would be to fuinish to the 
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Nizam jucli a force as should bo a just equivalent to Ray 
monils corps, considering the superior discipline of our 
sepoys, I believe that 3,000 men under British command, 
not onl) would bo, but would be deemed by the Court of 
Hyderabad, a force fully equal to that of Raymond in its 
present state 

The instruction by which our detachment is prevented 
from acting ns the troops of the Mnlirattas and of the 
Niiam now net against the Polygnrs who pay joint tribute 
to the two powers might probably be removed by a fuH 
previous explanation with the Mnhraltas, as that restne- 
tion does not appear to bo founded on any solid pnnaplo, 
nor could the rcmo\ al of it open the way to any real incon- 
venience or danger to the mtercsts of the Mabratta State. 

Tile power of mutually passing their intermixed boun 
danca is now constantly exercised by the troops both of the 
Mahrattoa and of tlio Nixam { and there is no reason to 
suppose that a formal permission would have been refused 
to our detachment for the same purpose, had it ever been 
demanded. But the Nixam never would oBow any apphea 
bon to bo made for a permission to do that which he held 
to be bis right, and which was constantly done withont 
question both by his own army and by that of Poonah It 
is very improbable that wo should find great difficulty in 
engaging the Mahrattas to pUco our detachment in this 
respect on a footing with the other branches of the Nixam s 
mihtary force, and with their own nor can I foresee any 
tenable ground of argument on which this pomt could bo 
maintained against us. 

The settlement of these two pomts only would I under 
stand be considered as a great acquisition by the Nixam 
and would go a great way towards inducing him to substitute 
a British force m the room of Raymond s corps. 

The third porat is of much more importance and of much 
greater dehcacy and danger I speak of the desire of the Court 
of Hyderabad to obtom our guarantee of their possessions 
against the Mahrattas os weD as against Tippoo together 
with a right of employing defensively the troops funushed 
by us against the former as well as against the latter of these 
powers This pomt perhaps might be reconciled with the 
mterests of the Mahrattas, if it were thought prudent to 
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enter into sinnlai engagements Rith them, or in other Yortls, 
to guaiantec their possessions against anj"^ attack fiom the 
Nizam. The effect of siicli an engagement with both poweis 
would he to place us in the situation of arbitrators between 
them ; and perhaps then mutual apprehensions of our inter- 
position in the case of any aggression on either side might 
tend to restrain the i esentment and ambition of both. In this 
new such a system of tieaty vith the Mahrattas and with 
the Nizam, so fai fiom being liable to the objection of an 
undue interfeience in the disputes of the natne powers of 
India, oi of that description of ofliciousness and intriguing 
spnitnhicli tends to foment dnisions, and to occasion war, 
might be deemed the best secunty for the maintenance of 
the peace of India, as well as the stiongest pledge of our 
disposition to preserve it fiom disturbance. It would also 
tend to pieseive unimpaiied the strength and lesources of 
the ti\o powers, on whose coopeiation Me must depend foi 
assistance against any future attempt on the part of Tippoo: 
it cannot be a v’lse policy to suffer the Nizam and the Mah- 
lattas to weaken themselves by repeated contests, while 
Tippoo lemains at lest, and any measure deserves attention, 
the tendency of M*hich is to lestore to the IMahrattas and 
to the Nizam their relative consideration and power as they 
stood at the conclusion of the treaty of Sermgapatam You 
will find by the last secret despatches from India,**" that some 
opemng has been given for our arbitration in settling the dis- 
putes between the several Mahratta chiefs, and that the 
Government of Bengal has agreed to undertake the mediation 
proposed, under the condition of a previous formal agreement 
signed by all the parties, bmdmg themselves to accept our 
award as final and conclusive upon their respective claims. 
If any such proceeding should take place, it will give a na- 
tural opemng to such further engagements as may appear 
advisable. 

The same despatches will inform you of the anxiety of the 
Mahiattas to obtam our agreement to a general defensive 
treaty against Zemaun Shah. The Government of Bengal 
have postponed the consideration of this proposition to a 


* The opening of these Despatches is exjilamed in Letters, Nos II 

and III 
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period time, vrhicli I confess I should think the most un 
fRvouroblc for the cxnnmmtion of tida difficult question, and 
still more unsensonnhlo for the negocinlion of a treaty witJi 
such n power os the Mnhmtto states ; this pcncKl of tune is 
no other than the tuonicnt when ^cmaim Shah sJiall again 
approach tho frontiers of llindoston M ilhout giflng any 
decisive opinion on the wisdom of entering Into tho treaty 
proposed, I shall certainly think it my dut> upon my arrival 
in India to proceed without the delnj of one moment to tlic 
examination and decision of the proposal made by tho lyiah 
rattas if It sliould appear expedient to engoge with them 
in a defensDO system against the threatened inrjision of Ze- 
maun Slmh there is no doubt that such a meosorc would 
tend greatly to reconcile to them any propoiidons, which we 
might wisli to offer with respect to tlic arrangements at tho 
Court oflfydcrahad 

Tlic inclination of m) opinion at present rather leads me to 
think, that a general defensive alliance between all the existing 
powers of Ilindostan (Tippoo perhaps alone excepted) against 
the expected invasion of Zemaun Shah would not only be 
tho best security against the success of such an invasion, if 
attempted but might have tho effect of detemag that Pnnee 
from an undertaking which most end in his own disappoint 
ment and ruin, if our Government in Indui, and oor aflics 
do not neglect to make seasonable preparations of defence. 
If a treaty can be formed at an early penod so as to umte the 
Mahratta powers with ui m n cordial and systematic plan of 
vigorous opposition to the supposed projects of Zemaun Shahji 
without bmding us to advance farther from our own fronUers 
than the real exigency of the case may appear to deniand 
upon hm approach, I should think such a treaty a sohd ac- 
quisition of strength m the present critical situation of Indio, 
you will observe from thu detail, that I consider the fourth 
measure suggested by JVIajor Kjrkpatnck to be the only one 
from which it is reasonable to hope that the effectiml destruc 
tion of the French army at Hyderabad be accomphshed, 
but that I view that measure as connected with considerations 
of the most serious nature, and involving consequences of the 
utmost delicacy and importance. I have laid before you the 
whole tram of my thoughts on this subject as I shall think 
It my duty to do on every question affecting those mtcrcsts 
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whicli I kno'w to be not only ln<;lily ^aluabIe in join estima- 
tion, but tbc most pailicular and an\ioiis obiects of your un- 
reinittni" solicitude and laio I -will conclude tins loim Icttei 

O C? 

b^ -^tatinii the prcci‘?o questions on ubicli I uisli to recehe 
}our instructions and b\ submitting to )OU the plan of mea- 
sures u Inch I piopose to pursue Mitli relation to tins subject, 
in the intenal ulncli must elapse, before I can leccnc joui 
opinion 

Jn the fiist place I misIi to be informed ulietlier you think 
a closer connection than at present subsists betiveen us and 
the Niraiii adMsablc for our interests on general grounds, 
pro\idcd such a change of our engagements uitli the Nizam 
can be icndeicd acceptable to the jM.diiattas 

Secondl}, whether \ou uoiild appro^e of our enteiing into 
lieatie^ uith both the M.dnattas and the Nizam guaranteeing 
the dominions of each jiowcr icspectncly against the aggres- 
sum of the othci 

Thirdh, \\hethei you would appioie of our taking mea- 
suics for acting in concert with Azam ul Omia in support of 
the succession of Sccundei Jah, the eldest son of the Nizam ^ 
whether wc should endea\our to obtain the cooperation of 
the JNIahrattas in securing this succession^ and what should 
be our conduct, if the Mahrnttas sliould differ from us in 
the choice of the successor to the Nizam ^ 

Fourth!/, whetlier you w oiild approve of a general defensive 
treaty against any invasion from Zemaun Shall, and what 
limitations would you propose to the powers which the other 
allies might require of emploj'ing our tioops beyond our own 
frontiers ^ 

You will obseive that the determination of all these ques- 
tions is necessary, in my view of the subject, in order to en- 
able me to carry into effect the only measure wdnch I can rely 
upon as a sufficient check to the growth of the French interest 
at the Couit of Hyderabad and as a permanent barrier against 
any future revival of that mteiest in the same quartei. 

But I am aware that I cannot receive your opinions foi a 
long time. In that interval circumstances may compel me to 
decide some of these important questions upon my own judg- 
ment, my wish however is to reseive them all for yours, and 
wuth this view, I piopose to pursue a system of measuies, 
which, while it shall leave all the most delicate parts of the 
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situation of ofTairs in India open to your decision, sball tend 
to clicck m some degree tlio progrcBi of the French party at 
Hyderabad, and to furnish mo with sucli materials as shall 
enable mo to form a competent opinion of the cflects to be 
expected from any decision of the points reserred for your 
judgment. 

I propose to direct the Resident at Hyderabad to suffer no 
augmentation of Rajroond s corps to take place, if it can be 
prevented by the strongest and most pointed representations 
This step way probably check the increase of the corps, ab 
thougli from tins step alone I cannot bopo for its final onnibb 
lation. 

I mean also to direct that any proposals from the Nixam s 
ministers for an increase of our detachment shah be favourably 
received , and I shall increase the detachment accordmgly on 
the first practicable occasion t but I shall sdpolate that for 
every man we grant, there shall bo n proportional reduction 
made in Raymond a corps This proportion shall be calcu 
lated upon the relative estimation of our sepoys (in the opinion 
of the mmiftcrs of the Nham themselves) when compared with 
Raymond s corps and I believe that on this groand I shah 
not find It difficult to contend that a redaction of 3 000 men 
should be made for every 1 000 men granted by ns In re- 
duemg the army of Raymond, I shall endeavour m the first 
instance to disband the most obnoxious and dangerous officers 
with their corps I hare reason to bebere that I may be able 
to effect this speaes of partial reduction of Raymond s corps 
without entering upon any of the difficult pomts mvolved in 
the general questions stated in the letter In the meanwMe 
however I shall direct the Resident, at Poonah and with Scra- 
dlflb to ascertam as speedily os possible the views and dispo- 
sitions of those powers with respect to the same pomts and 
especially with respect to any alteration of our connection 
with the Nixam, to his eventual successor, and to the proposed 
defensive engagements against Zenuum Shah 

In submitting the whole of thia extensrre subject to your 
consideration I have been obliged to leave many parts of it 
open to donbt for want of the information which may be 
expected firom the residents with Scmdiah, and at Poonah j I 
behere however that it will not be difficult for you to answer 
the questions which I have proposed, framing your answers 
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in such a manner as may admit of any vaiiation of opinion, 
■ulncli (he information from tliose Courts may icquirc. 

Tlic state of the mihtaiy cbtahhblnncnt of the Main atta 
poivcrs did not proper!) come under tMajoi Kirkpatiick’s mcm, 
and I propose to transmit to the residents at Pooiiah and nitli 
Scindiah a copy of my questions to IMajor Knkpatrick Mitli 
such alterations as the seieral cases may reqniie, in order to 
obtain foi jon a full statement of the corps disciplined by 
Europeans or Americans in (he scnice of the Mahiattas. 
I am at jirescnt able to gne )on no fuller information on this 
part of the subject, than that Scindiah emplojs about 20,000 
‘sepois disciplined by Europeans or Amei leans. The com- 
mander IS named Poioii, a Frenchman, most of the ofliceis 
are British subjects. The discipline of this coi ps is said to 
be superior to that of Ra\mond’s, but the disposition of its 
officers to be much inoic faioiahle to the Bntisli than to the 
French interests This u as Dc Boigne’s corps, whose histoiy 
3 ou probably know • De Boignc was lately in London, if he 
should notha\c left it, he can gne you the fullest information 
of the state of Scindiah’s army. Theie vas a small coips of 
about 2,000 men commanded by European officers in the sei- 
Mce of the Peishuah, and another of .ibout the same number 
in that of Tuckagee Holkai , they are both inconsideiable, 
if they still exist, and the disscntions which have bioken out 
between Holkar’s two sons since the death of their father, 
have left that branch of the Blahratta powei in a situation 
from which little danger is to be apprehended. There is a 
fourth corps commanded by a Frenchman of the name of 
D’Agincourt in the service of Azim ul Dowlah at Hyderabad. 
This corps is paid bj' the state. It consists of 1,500 men. 
The commandei is a determmed jacobin. 

The Rajah of Berar is said to have a corps in his seivice 
commanded by Biitish officers, it is said to consist of above 
2,000 men 

I am, my dear Sir, &c. 

Morningion. 
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No II 

TV tkf S<ruf Committee of tkr Comrt of Direeiert 
HoNOURAmc Sirs Cape of Ot»d Hope Feb 25th 1798 

In TTi} letter datetl tlio IDtli initent, addresaetl to the 
Ilonournblc the Court of Director*, • I hare stated the cir 
ciimitancc* ^Idcli induced me to open tlio secret packet 
addrc«ied to your Ilonournblc Committee, on board the ship 
Hougliton^ 

In addition to the arciunatancc* stated to the Honourable 
Court of Directors, I think It necessary to snbmit to you that 
I Imd leomt, by raguc reports, the outiuie of the unportont 
events M-hich have happened in Oude the apprehensions 
entertamed of the return of Zemanii Shah towards the fron* 
tiers of that province the aevoml movements of Tip]>oo 
Sultaun, and the sudden suspension of the expedition em 
barked for the attack of Mandlo 

It appeared to me on every ground to be on indispensable 
article of my duty to obtain os speedily as possible, the most 
antlienOc account of events so deeply aflecting the Interests 
committed to my charge, and of which any false impression 
might render me lets cgunl to the execution of my pubhc 
trust. 

But whatever may have been my view of my duty or my 
conception of the propriety and necessity of the step which I 
took in opening the several despatches and packets, I shall 
not be satisfied with my conduct until it shall have received 
the sanction of your approbabon, as well as that of the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors. To both, m your joint 
and several capaabes, it will alway* be my desue to pay every 
mark of deference and respect* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Moentnqton 


• The Letter here adrerted to doe* not require Insertion the obserr*- 
tloni being timlUr to thoee conUined in the pretent l>tt«r 



1798 


Tlir RTGIIT HON. HENRY DyND^S 


17 


No. III. 

To the Right Honourable Henri; Dunda'i 

My Dear Sir, Cape of Good Hope, Pel) 28th, 1/98 

During iny detention at this place tlie ships, of wliich I 
enclose a list, nrri\ed Yith despatches from Bengal. My 
anYioiis desne to learn the actual state of affairs in India 
from the most authentic sources induced me to open the public 
and secret packets, the contents of u Inch I ha\ e evamined 
Y ith great attention and care. I flatter myself that this step, 
proceeding from a wish to enable myself to do justice to their 
sen ice, mil meet with the approbation of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and that they will be satisfied with the reasons which I 
have offered in my letter to them on this subject. 

The contents of these despatches have led me to a very 
serious renew of the opinions which I had formed under your 
direction mth regard to the relative situations of the several 
native powers of India, and the system to be pursued with 
respect to their interests by the go\ernmcnt committed to my 
charge. 

The leading principle of your instructions to me as appli- 
cable to our external policy in India, was, that I should en- 
deavour, as nearly as possible, to preserve the balance of 
power between the native princes upon the same footing on 
which it was placed by the Treaty of Seringapatam 

It would be a waste of your time to state, at any length, 
the precise nature of the relative conditions of those states 
whose mterests were affected, and whose power w^as ascer- 
tained by the operation of that treaty. It will be sufficient to 
remark, that one part of the pohey of the treaty was, by 
strengthening the Mahrattas and the Nizam to the extent and 
in the manner provided by the articles of the treaty, to esta- 
bhsh an efficient check upon the future ambition or resent- 
ment of Tippoo, and to secure to us an efficient support 
against him whenever we might have an occasion to call 
for it. 

The plain question, to which my attention has been di- 
rected by the inspection of the late despatches, is this — ^Aie 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam now in the same condition m 
VOL I. c 
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T?liich llic Treaty of Scringnpatam left them ; and can we 
now look to boUi, or (o either of tlioso powers, for that degree 
of support against Tippoo which it was the Intention of that 
treaty to prondc? I am afraid tliat a very short ciamlnstion 
of the present position of the Mahrattas and of the Nmun 
will furnish ample proof tlwt neither of those powers remain 
in the Baiuo state in which thej stood in 1793, either with 
relation to each otlicr or to the general balance of power m 
India, and aborc all, that theu* moons of assisting us against 
Tippoo arc considerably dimimshetL 

Since the condosion of the peace of Senngapatara the 
credit and resources of the Court of Hyderabad hare been 
constantly dcclming The disgrace which fell upon the 
Nizams army in the unfortunate contest with the 3Iahmttas 
at Khurdlah, reduced the militnry character of the Court of 
Hyderabad to the lowest point of degradation. The treaty 
in which that defeat terminated completed the bonuhation of 
the NiPim you will remember that ho was compelled to sa 
cnllcc a largo portion of temtory, to engage fo pay a fine of 
tlirco crorcs of rupees, and to submit to the captivity of his 
minister Ainn ul Omro, who was earned a prisoner to 
Foonah Azun ul Omni resided at Poonoh during the late 
conmlsions m the MahnUta goTcrnmcnts, and bore a very 
diftingaiahod port in supporting Nana through the vanous 
revolutions which followed the sudden death of the Peiihwa 
Mahda Row For these services Nana had agreed to sacn- 
fico all the benefits acqinred for the Hahratta State against 
the Nizam by the Treaty of Khurdlah. But the event hoi 
been, that after the recovery of bis own power, Nana has 
insisted on the cession of one-fourth part of the territory, and 
on the payment of one-fourth part of the fine stipulated by 
that treaty So that the final result is a considerable dimi- 
nution of the temtory and resources of the Nizam, added to 
all the effects which might naturally be expected to be pro- 
duced upon his domestic peace and foreign consideration by 
so heavy a loss both of power and honour The two rebel- 
hons of the Nizams son Ah Jah, and of the ion of Dars Jah 
are stated to have anson from the contempt into which the 
Nizams anthoniy had faJlen at homcf and although those 
robelhonB have been quelled, the collections of the revenue 
have been so severely affected, os well by them as by the 
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(Ictcntion of Arim ul Omia nt Poonnli. lljat llic resources of 
(he country nre not hkcl\ to rccovci (he shock foi some tunc. 

The efiect of these causes lins heeu Acn much tolo\\ei 
(lie \.ilue of t]je Nizam’s |unrcr in the scale of the neighljour- 
lU" states. He has been ohh^cil to submit implicitly to (he 
^vIll of (lie go\ernment of Poomili; tlic lla]ah of Berar lias 
exacted lar^c contributions from n part of his territory, and 
Tippoo (.althoujrh cndeaA ourinp to gam bun ns an ally,) has 
omitted no occasion of expressing the utmost contempt foi 
his abject situation 

But (lie most striking feature of change in (he state of 
the Ni/am’s aflairs since ITDd is the alteration which has 
taken place in his mihtarj establishment. Tins, at first mcw’, 
might appear an impro\cmcnt of his political slicngtli, but 
\vliato\cr mn} he u>ur ludgmenton that question in a general 
^ic^v of it^ jou will, I .1111 jicisuaded. concur with me in opi- 
nion, that the .ilterntion winch lias taken pkacem the Nizam’s 
imhtarj estvnhhshmcnt, since the peace of Seringnpatani, has 
nearly disqualified liim from co-operating with us as an ally 
in the cases for which tlmt treat} meant to pro^idc. 

The Nizam since the peace has gi'eall} i educed his c.avalry 
and other troops, and in the meanwhile has considerably aug- 
mented the corps of Rn}niond, of the nature and principles 
of which I ha^c gi%cn a description in my Letter No. I The 
corps of Rajnnond now forms the great force of the Nizam’s 
army , and although very deficient in point of disciplme and 
skill when comp.ared with our troops, is stated to be more 
capable of perfoimuig useful service in the field than the 
whole army furnished to us by Ins Higlmess in the late war 
with Tippoo. On the other hand, perhaps the existence of 
this corps, united as it is in the cause of France, connected 
with Tippoo, and animated by that spirit of intiigue wliicli 
would lead it to mix in every distraction of the state, if not to 
disturb the inteinal peace of the country by oiiginating the 
causes of confusion, may be consideied as a ciiciimstance of 
positive w^eakness in the frame of tlie Nizam’s government 
Azim ul Omra certainly lias felt the force of this argument, 
and by consenting to the mtroduction of the coips of Boyd and 
Finglass, appeared to be aware that the corps of Raymond 
might eventually gam the ascendancy, which it might be 
difficult to reduce wntliin any bounds of model ation, apd 
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wliicli might hercaflcr overthrow tlic power of a mJiufltcr, or 
dictate the tuccestion to the throne ItAcIf 

Bat with respect to oar alliance and to the value of the 
guarantee under tlie treaty of Panngul, the altered state of 
the Nizams army places him in a condition worse than that 
of absolute incflleiency In a war with Tippoo, or in the still 
more aggravated case of a war with him and France, the 
forces of tlie Nizam must become asolcss (if not dangerous) 
to us, proasoly in proportion to the exigency of the case in 
which oar cause should demand the aid of our olhes I have 
stated this argument already in my Ixjtter No I , to which I 
refer youj witli this additional obienration, that I cannot 
concciTO the case in which wo could tale tho Nizam s French 
troops with us into the 6cld, without tho utmost hazard of 
treachery, nor the case in which we could leave them behind 
us, without providmg on equal force to watch their movc- 
ments« Recollecting that tins corps U the only military force 
of any land of eiHcIcncy which we can expect iVom the Nizam 
in tho event of a war with Tippoo and France, yon will 
judge without difficulty what answer should be given to 
tho question which I have proposed upon this part of the 
subject. 

I have already obierrod how much the posture of the 
Nizams affairs is altered with relation to the balance of 
power between him and the Mobratta states, and bow mneb 
he has been weakened and degraded by the Treaty of 
Khurdlah, and by the manner in which it has been earned 
into execution. tbu view it has been a favourable circum- 
stance to the Nizam (and u perhaps that cause to which 
alone he is indebted for the preservation of any degree of 
strength, or even of his throne,) that the distractions of the 
Mahratta empire have so sbakeo the power of the Peishwa, 
and disturbed the unity of tbo confederation of the prmapal 
chiefs as to have very much impaired their means of carrying 
on any considerable joint military operation. Notwithstand 
mg this circumstaDce I stJI consider the Nizam to be m a 
much weaker state even with relation to the Mahrattas, 
dmded and broken as their power now is than he was at 
the conclusion of the peace of SenngnpatattL 

Thu leads me to submit to your consideration my ideas on 
the actual condition of the Mahratta empire. I am aware 
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that some opinions lia\c hecn thrown out from very respect- 
able quarters, the tondcnc} of which appears to lend towards 
a sonfimcnf nppioaclnng to satisfaction in tlic dissentions and 
divisions which havelatcl} tahon place among the hlahrattns. 
I alwa^s considered the precise situation in which thcMah- 
ratta empire stood, after the peace of Senngapatani, as the 
most favourable to our interests The powers of the different 
co-estates were then siifliciently balanced amongst each other 
to prevent any danger of that degree of union which could 
at any Iniic bring the whole of their force to operate in one 
consolidated mass against the British possessions. On the 
other hand, the influence of the Pcisliwa, or head of the 
co-estates, and of his minister Nana, was such as to enable 
them to bring into the field a respectable force, whenever 
their engagements with us might require such an effort. Tins 
appears to me to be the position in winch w c ought to endea- 
V oui to maintain the Mahralta states , in winch neither the 
gov ernment of Poonah, nor an}^ branch of the empire, should 
obt.un such an ascendancy as might enable it to concenter 
the formidable sticiigth of the whole against us, while the 
head of this great body should still preserve such a degiee 
of power over sev eral of the leading chiefs, as to become a 
respectable ally to us in the moment of necessity. The pre- 
sent posture of the Maliratta power is directly the reverse m 
one respect of that which I have described. Fortunately no 
one of the co-estates, nor the head of the empire, has yet 
acquired the means of wielding the united force of the whole 
body; but while some of the chiefs have made great and 
valuable acquisitions of domimon, and considerably increased 
their military strength, the authority and influence of the 
Peishwa has rapidly declined , and it could not now be ex- 
pected that any respectable body of chiefs would be disposed 
to prosecute, under his direction, any common view or joint 
operation with any degree of zeal or vigour. This has been 
the effect produced by the late series of revolutions at 
Poonah Lookmg to the most important question for our 
consideration — namely, the extent of the assistance which we 
may expect from the Mahrattas, if we should have occasion 
to call for then aid under the engagement subsisting between 
us, I have viewed those revolutions with regret, and I cannot 
now see their consequences m any more favourable hght, as 
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far aa they rcgnnl us, than that of n positive diminution of 
the strcnfftli of dioso bamcra winch it was the pohey of the 
Treat) of Scringnpntnm to raise against the power ofTippoo 
I have avoided entering into a detailed account of the rcspec 
tive positions of each of tho great Slahratta chiefs, wislilng 
to call >our attention to the more essential and pressing part 
of tho subject But I bebevo you will find tlio circumitanccs 
of each branch of the Mahmtta power to have vanotl 
since the year 17D3 nearly according to the following statc- 
raent — 

Scindinh has made large acquisitions of territory, and im 
proved tho discipline of his troops j he has also acquired 
great influence at Poonah, but it may be doubted whether 
tho death of ilahdajceScjndiabhas not been a greater loss to 
tho power of this branch of the empire than will bo compeb- 
sated by any of these advantages. The character of Dowlot 
Row Scindiflh and of his mmisters is such as to render the 
power of this branch much less formidable than it was in the 
hfethneof hlaliQqJcc Sdndioli 

Tho Rajah of Berar bos mode some progress m power 
since tho 'peace of Senngapatam, at the expense of tho 
Feishwa, of the Nizam and of some Patan pnneos m Malwa. 
JEOs strength and considcratioo oro said to be upon tho 
Increase. 

Tuccojcc Holkors power was on tho decline oven before 
bis death sldcc that period the pohtical weight of this family 
has been greatly diminished by intestme divisions between 
the successors of Tuccojee. 

The chiefship of Porseram Bhow is extinct and that of 
Harry Pundit has lost the greater part of its credit and 
power 

I have already spoken of the Peishwu the events which 
hEVO reduced his importance are ftmitinr to you. I wiH only 
add this remart that the jealousy which niust naturally snb- 
nst between the present Peiahwa and his nnnistcr Nana (who 
at one period of the late rerolabons at Poonah supported 
Chinma Appn the younger son of Bajorow the present 
Peishwa) la a (hrcumstance likely to present additional obsta 
cles to any vigorous exertion of the force of the government 
of Poonah if it does not produce some new conTulsions m its 
frame. I believe it may jnatly bo said that smcc the founds 
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tion of the government the powei of the Peishwa never was 
so mconsicleiahle m the general scale of the Mahratta states 
as it IS at this moment. 

I 

Ha\ing thus stated to you my reasons for apprehending 
that the efficiency of both the alhes on whom we are to 
depend for aid in any futuie contest with Tippoo is so much 
impaired smce the yeai 1793, that we could not look to them 
at this juncture for the same degree of assistance (whatever 
that may have been) which Loid Cornwalhs derived fi’om 
theu cooperation m the late war with that prmce. I now 
heg leave to call your attention to certain circumstances in 
our situation, intmiately connected with our pohtical weight 
in India, and with our means of encountering again, at any 
early pei lod, the pressure of war. 

The despatches which accompany this letter will mform 
you of the death of the Nabob Vizier Azoph ul Dowla, and 
of the very extiaordmary scenes which have passed in Oude 
since that event. The event itself I should have considered 
in the abstract as highly favourable to our interests, bemg 
persuaded that under the reign of Azoph ul Dowla it would 
ever have been impracticable to have earned into permanent 
effect any reform m the disordeied finances and imdisciplmed 
army of that prmce. With the assistance of Tofuzul Hussem 
KJian, the new mmister of Oude, it might have been hoped 
that the succession of a new prince might have opened more 
favourable piospects. But the strange and unfortunate cir- 
cumstances attending the succession of Vizier Ah seem to 
lead to a situation of affairs m Oude which, for some time, 
must impair the strength of that frontier, and render the 
country more open to the impression of a foreign enemy 
Almas All is said to be ready to take the field with a very 
respectable force, and the Rohilla chiefs, of whose persevei- 
mg spirit we have had a recent experience, are also men- 
tioned as bemg upon the point of an msurrection • the whole 
country is represented to be in a state to require the piesence 
of a large military force, for the mamtenance of internal peace 
and good order. This state of our affairs in Oude must be 
deemed a positive diminution of our disposable force ; I ti ust 
that the activity (perhaps even the meie piesence of our 
troops) may reduce the insui gents to submission. But while 
any ambiguity lemains respecting the permanency of the set- 
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tlcmcnt made in favour of Viricr Ali — while the same turbu- 
lent Bplnt •hall exist among the RohlllaSj and the military 
power of Almas Ali continues undfaninlshcd, it can never be 
safe to withdraw our troops , and it must bo remarked that 
the danger of withdrawing them would bo increased exactly 
In proportion to the pretiarc of the necessity of employing 
them against any foreign enemy You will find that the 
Governor General states his connction, witliout reserve, that 
the npproacli of Zemaun Sboh towards the fionticr of Oudo 
would become the signal of general revolt and plunder in 
tliat province. In the meanwhile I cannot consider the call 
for the employment of our troops m quelhng the spirit of in 
surrcction in another quarter to be yet so Ettle urgent as to 
leave us free to act agamit an enemy on that side without 
apprehension of our own subjects. 1 allude to the present 
state of the coast of Malabar 1 find that a trea^ has been 
signed with the Pyche Rajah , but os far as I can coUect fitnn 
the despatches, it does not appear to me that hu submuaion 
has been so complete, or his power so broken, as to warrant 
a sentiment of security either in his weakness or in bis sin- 
centy This circumstance again must operate as a diversion 
of our force in the event of war With respect to our 
financial resources I refer you to the same desfmtcbea for an 
account of the general embarrassment both of public and 
private credit, and the difficulty of raising money forpnbbc 
credit, even at the exorbitant interest of 12 percent., with 
the combmed advantage of a remittance. The great expense 
of the long mtended and suddenly relinquished expedition 
to Manilla must of necessity increase both the difficnlty and 
the exigency of raising further loans. 

To this view of our situation mnst be added the state of 
our dependenaes of Arcot and Taqjore as represented by 
the Madras gorermnent, both with respect to the disaffection 
and refractory spirit of the Nabob and Rajah, and to the 
decline of the permanent sourcea of pnbhc revenue. I hope 
I shall not be suspected of wishing to draw a gloomy or exag 
gerated picture of the altered aspect of our affairs smee the 
peace of SeriDgapatam my only wish is to fix yoor attention, 
as I have fixed my own on the true points of our weakness, 
for the purpose of considering the speediest means of reco- 
vering our strength. I know that the fortunate events of 
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tins most glorious war ha^ c given us an ascendancy over every 
European nation in India, such as we never before possessed ; 
but I cannot shut my eyes to tlie diminution ■wbicli our weight 
in the scale of the country povers has suffered, and is 
likely to suficr still more, if the means of checking the pro- 
gress of the c\il be much longer neglected. Nor can I 
lefuscmy assent to the truth of a proposition Mhich I now 
think It 111) duty to urge to you Mith gieat earnestness, that 
unless effectual and ^ igorous measures be taken foi quelling 
the disturbances in our o\\ ii proMiiccs and in those of our 
dependencies, I do not see how \\c can again be prepared to 
meet an enemy of any respectable force in the field. To the 
distress of our finances I am persuaded your most an\ious 
attention will be gi\cn without delay, and you may lely on 
receiving from me the most ample communications on that 
subject upon my arri\al in India. 

In reviewing our political situation in India, particularly 
with legnrd to our comparative pover of curbing the attempts 
of Tippoo, I ought not to omit the consideration of the rela- 
the strength of that prince as it exists in the present mo- 
ment, and as it stood at the conclusion of the peace of 
Seringapatam 

Since that period of time he has enjoyed perfect internal 
tranquillity * While our allies all around him have been dis- 
tracted and exhausted by domestic rebellions, successive 
revolutions, and mutual wars, he has been employed in re- 
cruiting the sources of his strength, improving his revenues, 
and invigorating the discipline of his armies. It is true that 
he must now have nearly lost all hope of assistance^ from 
France, or from any other European power ; but that hope 
was long cherished by him, and it encouraged him to the 
great exertions which have unquestionably added to his mih- 
taiy strength He has been very active for some time past m 
his applications to the Courts of the Native Powers, endeavour- 
ing to stir them up against us. He certamly apphed for that 
purpose to the Nizam, and (during the absence of Azim ul 

* It 18 true there were no French Troops disposable at the Mauntms, 
and France seemed at that tune too much engaged m Europe to spare 
troops for the East , but Tippoo was not aware of these circumstances, 
and had sent Ambassadors to the hlauntius at this very period, of which 
Lord Momington could not then be apprised 
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Omrn nt Poonali) lie made n rcry strong unprctsion upon 
tljo politics of the Court of Hyderabad, irbcro ho now has a 
\ nkecl, and where he cci^ainly lias many partiians, as well 
m tlic corps of Raymond na m the semee of Umjid ud 
Dowla a chief of a considerable faction called the Paungnb 
port), and m tliat of Imtuz ud Dowlali, nephew to the 
Nixant. Tippoo has also sent Vakeels to Poonab, with the 
same object of raising a spirit of bostibty against us. His 
success, I bchc\‘c, Ima not answered his wishes in that 
quarter 

But tlio most remarkable step which Tippoo has lately 
taken, IS lui communication with Zeniann Shah The de- 
clared projects of ZemauD Shall, added to the attempts 
which ho has recently made towards carrying them into 
execution, must, hi tlicir general impression and effect, 
be considered os on accession of strength to the cause of 
Tippoo If an faiTMion of llindostan should orer senously 
be attempted by Zomauu Shah, the diversion of our force 
which would be occodoned by such an event, would offer the 
most favourable opportunity to an attack &om Tippoo on our 
possessions m the Pomimila. No mode of carrying on war 
against lu could be more vexatiotLS or more distressing to our 
resources than a combined attack upon Dude and the Car 
node. It is not nnpossiblo that the late mterconrse between 
Tippoo and Zemaun Shah had for its object, on the part of 
the former at least, some such plan of joint operation, I 
know that it is the fashion to treat the projects of Zemaun 
Shah TCiy bghtly In the despatches tou will see an account 
of his force, and you will find a detail of all the mteDigence 
obtained rcspcctmg his future intentions as well as of the 
causes likely to obstruct their execubon. The result of an 
eiammabon of these materials upon my mind is a connebon 
that Zemaun Shah hg* not abandoned his project of mvading 
Hindostan, and that the safest means of rendering that pro- 
ject abortive will be to consider it as practicable, and to take 
the best prccaubons against it which the advantages of our 
situation and the mtervol of time can famish. The fact is 
that Zemaun Shah was able to advance to Lahore without 
oppoeibon from the Seiks whatever encumstancea recalled 
hmi into his own dominions, the above-menbooed fact well 
deserves attenbon because it contradicts oH the copjecturef 
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and opinions 'wliicli bad been so confidently formed with 
respect to the obstacles which Zemaun Shah would meet in 
his passage from his ow n dominions to ours. The nation of 
the Seiks was said to be thefiist barrier against him, and it 
was asserted tins barrier alone would be insuperable. He 
contiived, hoiieiei, to pass thiough the country of the Seiks 
unmolested, and, if I am rightly informed, he has since endea- 
vouied, not Muthout success, to negociate a ti’eaty witli some 
of the leaders of the %arious factions wliicb distract that 
nation. Should he succeed in establishing an amicable inter- 
couise isitli any large bod)’^ of tlie Seiks, it would greatly 
facilitate the success of his supposed project of invasion. 
Betiveen the country of the Seiks and the frontier of Oude 
no obstacle remains but the Mahiatta Power. It is peifectly 
well knoiin that when Zemaun Shah reached Lahore the 
hlahiattas were by no means m a condition to check his ^ho- 
gress. They had no anny in that quarter which could have 
been opposed to bun in the field. Scmdiah was at that time 
at Poonali with the greater part of Ins force deeply engaged 
in the intrigues and revolutions of which that place has been 
so long the scene. If Zemaun Shah had not been recalled 
by some domestic cause (of which the true nature does not 
seem yet to be thoroughly understood), there cannot be a 
doubt that he might have penetrated through the possessions 
of Scindiah, in the neighbourhood of Delhi and Agra, with- 
out difficulty, if not ivithout opposition. From the accounts 
which I have received of the military force of Scmdiah, I do 
not beheve that he alone would be able to cope with the army 
of Zemaun Shah, and therefore I do not feel that we should be 
secure at any time if we lehed on his single efforts to check 
the approach of the mvadmg force. With the experience 
of this critical state of affairs in my mind, I cannot consider 
the idea of an invasion fiom Cabul as a mere visionary dan- 
ger. It does not appear to have been so considered by the 
present Government of Bengal, who have stated it as one of 
the leadmg citcumstances which called for an augmentation 
of then native infantry. 

To recur, therefore, to the view of the political balance of 
power in India, which I was endeavouring to submit to you, I 
think myself compelled to estimate the force of Tippoo with 
reference to the projects of Zemaun Shah, and to the possi- 
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bibty of their (at Icaat limited) fluccces ; and on this ground I 
mujt conclude that Tippoosconaldcration bai received nddi 
tlonal weight since the year 1793 

If the facta be true which I have stated on both aides of 
this enumeration of the comporatirc dretnnstanee* of our 
situation in Indrn^ and of thoao which afToct the situation of 
Tippoo, It most be admitted that ho has rather gained than 
lost weight m the period of time described, and that the con- 
sistency, unit), and efficiency of onr side of the balance has 
suffered no inconsiderable degree of diminution* In my 
Letter No I , from this place, I have opened to you some 
parts of the general outline of those measures which appear 
to me to bo best calcalatcd to restore the Native Powers of 
India and ourselves to the some position in which we stood 
in 1793, os far as the change of tunes and circumatancea will 
ndmiL So far from viewing any plan tending to this object, 
as an Innovation npon our system of Indian government, I 
feel It to be my duty to state such a plan, in conformity to the 
instructions which I had received from yon at the tune of my 
departure, and to every principle which I have at any tune 
imbibed from you on thfr mtcrcsting subject. balance 
of powr tn India no loiyger exuU upon the $awie footing on 
tehtch ti wat placed the peace tf SenngapaiarH^ The 
question ihertfore must artsCf hov it may best be brought 
back again to that state, $n lohteh you have directed me to 
matniatn it 

My present view of the subject is, that the wisest course 
would be to strengthen the Mahrattas and the Nixazm by 
cntemig into a defensive alliance with the former against 
Zemaon Shah, and by affording to the latter an addition of 
military strength, and the means of extncating hunself from 
the control of the Frencli party at Hyderabad. 

In framing a treaty of defensive alliance against Z emnim 
Shah the object to be sought would be the securing an effl 
cient force to be in the field m due tune to chock the progress 
of 2^emaim Shah in the Mahratta territory of Delhi, or at 
least of Agra the danger to bo avoided would be the draw 
mg our troops farther beyond the line of the frontier of Oude 
than might be necessary for securing the fair common objects 
of the alliance. To this trea^ I would make the Nlaam a 
party The treaty should not contain a hostile word agamst 
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Zemaun Shah, excepting only with reference to the single 
case of his projects of invasion ; and it should he communi- 
cated to him V ith assurances of our determination nevei to 
molest him in his own dominions, nor to suffer him to ap- 
proach ours. I have sufliciently stated all that relates to the 
Nizam in my Letter No. I., to which I refer you also for my 
opinion of the possibility of removing the grounds of jealousy 
between him and the I\Iahrattas, or at least of cliecking 
the hostile attempts of either party upon the power of the 
other. 

You will percehe that the course of my opinions would 
also lead me to take e\cry step consistent with the rules of 
caution and moderation for restoring to the Peishna such a 
degree of power as might render him able to fulfil the sub- 
sisting engagements between us and the Mahiatta empiie. 

The most pressing part of the whole subject seems to be 
the state of Oude, of the coast of Malabar, of the Carnatic, 
and of Tanjoie. With respect to the disturbances in Oude 
I trust that the exertions of Lord Teignmouth and of Sir 
Alured Clarke will have done a great deal before my arrival. 
I think this the occasion to remark to you, that I have met no 
person who does not complain of the insufficiency of oui force 
in cavalry in Bengal and Oude .Our new native regiments 
are yet scarcely formed, and there is but one regiment of 
European dragoons in that quarter, which also is nearly ineffi- 
cient, from having been imprudently and unnecessarily ex- 
posed to the violence of the heat There is a very good and 
more than complete regiment of dragoons here (the 8th), 
which, having been here for near two years, is well seasoned 
for the Indian sei vice. It would be a very acceptable guest 
m Bengal, and might become very useful, not only m the 
event of any attempt of Zemaun Shah, but also in quelling 
the disturbances in Oude, and m serving as a model to our 
newly-raised native cavalry. I confess, that under all the 
present circumstances of India, I should be glad to see one or 
two more King’s regiments of infantry m Bengal. There is 
a very fine regiment now here (the 84th), which has been 
thoroughly seasoned, and is extremely stiong in point of num- 
bers At all events I hope you will reinforce our cavalry 
without delay, and at the same time send us some good 
cavalry officer to form the new corps. 
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Wit]j rcapcct to tho const of Malabnr I slwll never think 
Ur afTairs safe In that quarter until the irhole tribe of pecu 
i(ora and plunderers hni been sovcrcly punished, and untd 
»c P}cho Rojoh lirtJ been reiluccd to unconditional submis- 
Ion. Our possessions on the coast of Malabar mil become 
n incumbrance to us if they arc not speedily brought Into 
Dmo eondition of order A more active and vigorous con 
rol 18 necessary I cannot spook of Arcot and Tanjorc 
ntil I have been upon tlio spot \oU mil find by the 
capatches, that in consequence of a failure In tho pay 
lent of Ins kists^ a part of tho Hajoh s country is fallen into 
ur bands. The present state of India does not perhaps, on 
lie whole, offor the most favourable occasion for tho new 
etdement of tho Musnod of Tai^joto. If I should seccautc 
delay I shall not hesitate to postpone the deposition of 
lie present Riqali to a more convenient tune according to 
lie discretionary powers vested in mo by the orders of the 
Iccrct Coranuttcc. 

The only point whicli remains for considcmbcm u tho con- 
iuct to be observed towords Tippoo "ion mil find In the 
Icspatches that (ho Supremo Qorerement still retain their 
tpimon rcijiccting our nght to the distnct of Wynaad but 
s they have directed that an amlcablo mquiry should take 
ilace on that question, tho execution of yOur orders wiH be- 
omemoro easy • 

I have adverted m this Letter to the increased assiduity 
dth which “^nppoo has endeavoured to raise animosities 
gainst us among the Nahve Powers, and to his mtercourse 
nth Zemnun Shah. I wish to know froin you, whether we 
•ught to suffer mthout ommad version and spmtcd represeo- 
abon such open acts of hosdhty on the part of Tippoo f 
dy ideas on this subject ore, that as on the one hand we 
loght nffvffr to use any high language tenPards Tippoo nor 
ver attempt to deny htm the smallest potni (if hxsjust rights 
o on the other where we have dlstmct proofs of his machm- 
ibons against us, we ought to let lum know that bis treachery 
loes not escape our obserrabou and to make him feel that ho 


ftlr Duadu ■ verbal order* to Lord Broodngton (given at Walmer 
la*tle. In pretence of Mr Rtt in October 1797) ^ rftisr* Wfnaad 

o Tippoo vritbont requiring any equlnlent. 
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is wjtliin {]io rcndi of oiir Mgilancc. At present it appears to 
me that he is permitted to excite ill ^Mll against ns whciever 
lie pleases, without tlic least attempt on onr part to lepre- 
liend eitlicrliim for llic suggestion, or the Couit, to mIioiii lie 
applies, foi listening to it. 

This examination of the political state of India leads me to 
look at the situation in which we should find oursekes in 
that quarter in the c^ent of the speedy conclusion of a peace 
with Fiance 

The licst peace w'o can expect will restore to the French 
all. and to the l^utch (whom I concene as French undei 
another name) a great part of thcii foimer possessions in 
India. The condition of the several Native Potvers, both 
with relation to each other and to our interests, is more fa- 
^oulahlc to the success of French intiiguc than it has been 
at any period since the peace of Senngapatam. Wc must 
therefore expect to he assailed on all sides by the combined 
operations of c\ciy species of instuiment which can be set to 
work for the purpose of undermining the foundations of oiu 
credit, character, and power. You can best judge wdiether 
it may be possible to introduce into the Treaty of Peace any 
restrictions which shall tend to check, in any degree, the vio- 
lence of this evil. But if theie be truth in the views which I 
take of the state of India, and of the piobable conduct of the 
French wheneA er they shall again obtain even their former 
footing in that country, how powerful an argument arises 
against pcimitting them to leceive any addition of strength 
which might render them more respectable in the general 
scale of Indian power. I am persuaded that the possession 
of Ceylon, either m the hands of France or of her bond-slave 
Holland, would enable the French interests m India to use, 
witlim a very short period, to a degree of fornudable strength 
never before possessed by them. On this subject I find no 
difference of opmion m the minds of any person acquainted 
with India. The possession of Ceylon is universally held to 
be indispensable to the preseivation both of our powei on the 
Continent and of our commerce on the seas of India. 

I am led by this observation to add a veiy few words with 
relation to this place — 

Before my airival here I had formed veiy high ideas of the 
intrinsic value of the Cape as a colony, but I had not esti- 
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mated BO highly It* raluc with reference to tlic defence of our 
trade to the Cait, and of oor territone* in India 
"i ou will h*To rccciTcd from Lord Macartney inch ample 
details witli respect to the real ralnc of this colony in point 
of rcYcnue, and of every tpeclc* of resonree, that I Bhall say 
no more than that 1 am convinced it would requiro a long 
tract of time to render the Cape an object of any considera 
tion in tliii view You mustconsidcr it as a possession which 
cannot fumlih the means of maintaining its own expense, and 
you must loot for its value in the positive advantages it would 
afford to the enemy os a mihtnry and naval station for offensive 
purposes against you, and In the relative advantages which 
can be imagined to a power compelled to maintain a large 
European force in Indio. The climate is rcmarhahly healthy, 
so much so that the appearance both of the officers and soh 
dicra stationed hero bears striking testnnony to tbe fact; you 
will hardly see regiments in England of so healthy an appear 
once os those which have been here for any time. The heat 
IS however frequently very severe, so that a soldier who has 
been here for a year or two is wcH occustomed to bo exposed 
to a very ardent sun, and receives a sort of preparation for 
the chmato of India. The advantage of this carcumstance has 
lately been proved b India, where the regiment* wbch had 
passed through the scaeoniug of this climate bare arrived and 
continued m much better health than those wbch proceeded 
tbthcr directly from Europe, or wbch remained hero but for 
a vciy short penod of tune As a depot, therefore, for the 
mabtenance of a mlhtary force in India, the Cape is invalu 
able and to the enemy, m tbs view, it would furnish easy 
means of pourtug b troops either upon the coast of Coro- 
mandel or of Malabar, m such a state of health as to be able 
to encounter at once aD the mconvemencea of an Indian ch- 
mate With this opimon you may judge with what serkras 
apprehension I should see this place in the hands of the 
enemy, to whose pohtical cansideration m India such a pos- 
session would always be a powerful accesnon, but at no time 
BO formidable as m the present disturbed state of the Native 
Powers 

As a naval station I loot upon the Cape to be stiD more 
biportanL Many ships m the Indinn and China trade make 
the land npon the outward and all upon the homeward 
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bound, passage The course of those even which keep 
faithest to the southwaid never is moie distant from the Cape 
than two or three degrees of latitude. An enemj^’s squadron 
stationed at the Cape, could not fail to intercept the greater 
pai t of our trade to and fi om the East, without being under 
the necessit}^ of making any veiy distant cruizes. We should 
find it mipossible to check the operations of such a squadron, 
unless we could continue to send out with eveiy tiadmg fleet 
from Europe a convoy of such considerable force as must 
compel us gieatly to increase our present naval estabhsh- 
ments The expense of fitting out such large fleets of ships 
of war, victualled and stored foi the whole voyage to India oi 
Chma, would be enormous , and hei e, in my opinion, is the 
point of the question upon which the whole aigument must 
turn — ^which would be the heaviei expense^ to retain the Cape, 
keeping up a laige naval and mihtary estabhshment here, and 
using it as an outpost to your Indian empire, oi to leave the 
Cape in the hands of the enemy, and by so domg incur the 
necessity of increasing to a vast amount the piotectmg naval 
foice requisite for the defence of youi Indian and Chma 
traded The expense of the Cape in our hands, howevei 
large, must not be estimated at so much positive loss There 
are two points of new in which that loss may be considered 
to be compensated by a proportional diminution of expense 
m other estabhshments The aimy stationed at the Cape 
might always be looked upon as a part of the Indian force, 
and a correspondent saving ought to be made in the expense 
of your European army m India Your Indian and China 
ships might, under pioper legulations, be victualled at the 
Cape at a much cheaper rate than m Europe , consequently, 
then’ valuable cargoes both outward and homewai d might be 
inci eased m proportion to the smaller quantity of tonnage oc- 
cupied by their provisions Instead of takmg six months’ 
provisions fi’om Asia or Euiope, they need not take more 
than three, and the vacant tonnage might seive foi an aug- 
mentation of their cargoes of meichiuidize In this view a 
gieat advantage would result to the East India Company 
fiom the possession of the Cape The whole of this com- 
parative statement might be reduced to calculation, and it 
would "not be dilBcidt foi you at once to estimate the several 
ai tides of expense which must be incuired by the public in 

VOL i D 
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Cither event, of retaining the Cape or of abandoning it to 
1 ranee 

But I doubt vrlicther, with the Capo in the bands of the 
enemy, it would be posiiblo for j on to maintain your Indian 
trade or empire unless }ou could acquire some other settle- 
ment on the aouthem continent of Afnea. This I know to 
be Lord Mneartneya opinion j and If ibis opinion bojnst, the 
question of the expense of maintaining the Capo will be ma 
tenall) varied 

To bnng back this ditcusaton to the pouit from which it 
proceeded, I trust jou wdl bear in mind the state of the 
Native Powers in India at this moment ; and rccollectrag that 
the greatest advantage which we now posieta in the present 
deranged condition of those Interests which had been so 
wiscl) and judiaously balanced by the Treaty of Senngaps 
tarn, is the utter exclusion of any preponderant Buropeon 
Power from the scale of Indian politic* jou will contend 
strenuously agiunst any concession m the peace with France 
which may place the security of our Fostem trade and em 
plre nt her mercy 

Beheve roe dear Sir, &.C. Ac. 

MoRNmOTOK 

P S On reading over my letter I find thot I have omitted 
to state one consideration relating to the value of the Cape as 
a mihtary station. I believe the necessity of retaining Cey 
Ion IS now admitted universally With the Cape m the hands 
of on enemy, would it he possible to rctam Ceylon for any 
long period of time ! 
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Ko. IV 

l^n il Monuu^fnt} to (hr Xahoh of yfrcot 

April 27th, I/'IS 

i'MA'i IT l'Lr\SK VOUR lllGHKRSS, 

It gi\cn me greet satisfaction to learn from Gencial 
Il.iins that >oin Iliglinc^^ cnjo}s a good state of heallli. Mj^ 
first cnquiiics upon mj arrj\.il at Fort St. George Mere 
respecting join Iliglincss’s Mclfaic 

I rctmn jour Highness many thanks for tlic seieral oblig- 
ing messages mIiicIi I ha\c had tlie lionoi to leceive fiom 
jou. 

I am \eiy auMOiis to take the earliest opportunity of paj^- 
ing JOU mj'’ icsjiects in peison, and of picscnting to you 
«c^eral lettcis mIiicIi I .un chaiged to dclncr to j'ou from Ins 
I\ra]cstN tlic King of Gicat Fritain, fiom H R. H. the Prince 
of ^Vales, H R II the Duke of York, and the Maiquess 
Coinnallis 

I Mill wait upon joui Highness Mitli great plcasuie at any 
hour that jou mil be pleased to appoint on to-morrow, or 
any daj that may be agiccable to you. 

I bale the honor to be, &c 

Mornington. 

I date this letter fiioin one of your Highness’s houses in 
Mdiicli Gen. Harris lias placed me. 


No. V. 

The Prince of Wales to the Nabob of Ai cot 

Carlton House, October 14, 1/97 

The Nobleman mFo will deliver this Letter to your High- 
ness, it IS with the greatest satisfaction I inform you, is a par- 
ticular friend of my own — he is justly celebrated foi his great 
talents , and his piivate character being that of honour, mo- 
deration and mildness, must necessaiily lecommend him to 
the confidence and good opimon of youi Highness. 

I could say much more upon this subject, but when I ac- 
quamt you, that his Majesty had previously bestowed upon 
him the most eminent maiks of loyal favour, I am sure it must 
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bo deemed usclesi (o suggest any otlicr proof bow acceptable 
such a nomination must be to the interests of jour Highness 
I shall conclude with cjcprcsslng n hope thot j our Highness 
may long continue to enjoy that health and prosperity to 
whicli your exalted rank and chometer entitles jou. 

I am your aflcctionatc Fnend, 

G P AV 


No VI 

3 ftr^ea (0 (Ae Atiei 0/ Arv0t 

17th October I797 

This letter will be delivered to your Highness by Lord 
Momington, who is appointed Governor General, and who 
will pass some days at Madras on his way to Bengal 

Lord l^Iomlngton is roy Ihend and as 1 know that be en 
tertams the same sentiments with myself respecting the afikirs 
of Indio, I can venture to promise that he wJl behave towards 
you with kindness, and endeavour to promote yoor wel&re 
and happiness. 

Your Highness most remember the many conversations 
that we had on the situation of your lather and your family 
and the condition of your country, and how strongly I repre- 
sented to you tlie distresses which your father had brought 
upon hnnself by lutomng to the advice of those Europeans 
who flattered him only to serve their own purposes instead 
of trusting to the friendship and honor of the Company s 
Government. 

I have frequently heard you confess that no European ever 
came to Chepauk House, but with an intention to take your 
father s money and you gave me reason to behevo that when 
you succeeded to the sovereignty of the country you would 
endeavour to secure yourself from the attempts of a s imiT a r 
nature by removing to a greater distance from the scene of 
mtngue and corruption. 

■Whatever your present determination may be I recommend 

to you to speak your mind openly and fr^y to Lord Mor 
nmgtoD whom you may safely trust and who has no object 
in view but your mterest and that of the CompaDy, which in 
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tlie opinion of all men who Avish well to both parties, must 
evei be inseparable 

I am your Highness’s sincere Fiiend, 

Cornwallis. 


No. VII. 

George JIL to the Nabob of Arcot 

George the Thud, by the Giace of God Kmg of Great 
Britain, France, and Ii eland. Defender of the Christian Faith, 
Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburgh, Aich Treasurer and 
Piince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, See , — To his 
Highness the Nawaub Omdakul Omrah Mayeen ul Mulk, 
Assad-ud Dowlah, Hussein Ally Cawn Bahawdei Zulfattai 
Tung Sepah Surdan, Sovereign of the Carnatic, Payenghaut, 
and Ballanghaut 

Your Highness’s lettei of the 19th of March, 1796, has 
been safely dehveied to us by our faithful servant Admiral 
Sir George Keith Elphmstone, and we are convinced your 
Highness wiU learn with pleasure that, in order to give this 
excellent officei a pi oof of our entue satisfaction with the 
services he had tendered to oui Crown, to your Highness, 
and to the East India Company during his command in India, 
we have conferred upon him a mark of our Royal favor by 
raising him to the dignity of the peerage in our kmgdom of 
Ireland 

The happiness we at all times derive from your Highness’s 
friendly correspondence has been on this occasion deeply 
affected on observmg the differences which appear to exist 
between your Highness and our faithful servant Lord Hobart, 
who, whatever momentaiy mconvenience your Highness may 
have experienced from his conduct, we are confident could be 
actuated by no other motive than an anxious desu e to ensure 
the permanent welfare and honor of your Highness, and the 
happiness and prosperity of your people. 

These important considerations we well know to be also 
the grounds of your Highness’s conduct, and we earnestly 
recommend to you to be assured that the Counsels of our Mi- 
nisters at home, and the wishes of the East India Company 
and its Servants, are evei directed to these objects. 
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The 1 nat India Companj lina appomtal our nglit truatj 
and right well holovcd Cousin nnd Councillor, nichard, Earl 
ofMomington, incur kingdom of Ireland Baron Wellesley 
m our kingdom of Great Bntnin, and Knight of the most 
llluatnoui Ortlcr of Saint Patrick, to ho Governor General 
m India 

Our experience of his conclhatory temper, and many cmi 
ncdt virtues nnd ahihtlcs in various ofllcea he has held for 
raanj jeara under our Crown indiiccil us to recommend him 
to this high nnd important station Tlicsc distmguishcil 
qualities ore so manj plc<lgcs to us, that the exercise of the 
power >c8tcd in him will bo such os to concdlato your ICgh 
ness 8 entire confidence and esteem and that your Iliglmess 
will endeavour on all occasions to cultivate his fnendship and 
good will by co-operatmg witli hun m nil lus salutary news 
for the happiness of j our Highness, nnd of your subjects, and 
for strengthenrag and confirming tlie ongagomenta of amity 
and union subsisting between your Highness and the Bast 
India Company ' 

From our ciporlcnco of the fehaty denvod from our con- 
stant paternal loro and coro of all our subjects, we are per 
suaded your Higlmets will best promote your individual hap- 
piness and tranqniUity by showing yourself on all occasions 
just, benevolent and merciful to all those whom the Almighty 
has placed under your protection, by cafling to His presence 
your august Fatlier, Hjs former servant. 

This line of conduct, an inviolable fidehty m aH your en- 
gagements, and an. unreserved confidence in, and support of, 
the measures the wisdom of the Earl of Monungton may sug 
gest, cannot fiul to ensure to your Highness the continuance 
of the most sincere friendship on the part of the East India 
Company, and of our alhanco and protection. 

We embrace thia opportunity of informing yonr Highneii 
that, on the 11th of this month, one of onr fleets obtained a 
most bnlhant and decisive victory over the grand fleet of 
Holland of which more than one half was taken and is 
brought into our porta An event so glonons to our arms, 
and of such importance to the security of all out possessions 
and of India in particular, will we are persuaded, afford your 
Highness great gatiafection. 

We have only further to assure you of the hvely mterest 
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^^c take in llinnr dial concci’n*^ \om IJigliiicss, and (lie 

liappinc'?': Mc at all lime? feel mIicii }oiir Jligliness's fiiendly 
Icftcrs aic dclncied into oui hand?. 

And ?o wo bid 3011 farewell. 


No. VIIl. 

jifi nioraiifltnii at I'ort St fitar^n 

Tort St Geor^o^ I\livy 8, 17‘(8 

Ilis Highness (he Nabob of (he C.iinatic, liaMiig expressed 
his desiie. (hat a new arrangement should take place with 
respect to (he Polygars, and to se\cial other iioints, coinimi- 
nicated b}' his Highness in conversation and m WTiting to 
Lord ]\Iornmgton, and Ins Highness ha^ing also coini>laincd, 
that under the present arrangement of his monthly payments, 
he was compelled at a particular pei lod of every 3 'eai to raise 
money upon assignments of the revenues of the countr}^, 
which forms the security foi the payment of the Company’s 
military subsidy, Loid Mornington declared his coi dial dis- 
position to enter upon the consideration of Ins Highnesses 
proiiositions, pronded his Highness w'ould consent to penmt 
the sen ants of the Company', to become the managers of the 
several districts in the Carnatic mortgage foi the pay'ment of 
the annual nuhtary' subsidy'. This condition Loid Morning- 
ton proposed, as the only effectual remedy which could be 
applied to the injurious sy'stem of anticipatmg the revenues 
of the moi tgaged districts by loans and Tunklnvahs, oi othei 
modes of assignment; a system, winch the Honorable the 
Court of Directors has declared to be contraiy to the letter, 
and subversive of the spirit of the treaty of 1792. 


No IX 

From Governor Duncan 

My Lord, Bombay, 23rd May, 179S 

I beg leave, on the occasion of this first communication, to 
assure your lordship that it’s not havmg been earlier has cer- 
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Ininly proceeded from mo other motive than a reluctance to 
appear forwardly inlruiiTc on your lordflhipi time, having 
otherwise little else to import than what will have much looner 
readied you through the corretpondcnco of the Commiiiion- 
Crt In Malabar and of the Board here, with the Government 
of Fort St George, ond with the acting Governor-General} 
nor have our hutest advices from tho coaet tended hitherto to 
throw any intisfactorj light on what may be the Sultan* in 
tcntioni, but should ho Imvc been induced to more peaceable 
coundls, *0 fortunote a change miut, no doubt, Iiarc been 
the happy effect of tho Influence of your lordship a opportune 
amral, and of it* consequences 

Being stni, however, uncertain here as to the event, I 
tliuik your lordship may consider as mentmg some degree of 
attention, the following memoranda, collected from such 
Information ns could be furnished by Captain SmcdJey and 
the olBcera of the Rajrmond from the opportumtics they had 
whflst In company with their captor* of denving malgbt into 
the new* of the French as connected with Trppoo ah which 
•eezns bat too corroboratiro of the other indjcafroni on the 
tame subject, which were such os to have induced us very 
earnestly to convey oU tho knowledge we possessed on the 
subject to the Admiral with the hope of thereby fiTistratmg 
the amral of succour* to Tippoo by the way of Mangalore 
as might, no doubt, have been ensured but for the early de- 
parture of tho Suffolk and Arrogant to the other coast, 
which was immediately followed by the surprise and capture 
of our Indiamen, the loss from which to the Company will 
not, including the Amelia destroyed by fire, exceed four 
lacks and thirty thousand rupees, instead of the very large 
amoxmt which by the newspapers it appears to have been un- 
derstood to amount to on the other side of In d ia, and we have 
measures to prondo against the recurrence of such a 
misfortune by fixing the seat of the commertaal residency at 
Cannanore under the guns of which fortress several India 
men may at a Ume or separately find efiectoal protection 
firom any enemy 

With the best wishes for the success and honour of your 
lordships administration and tho smeerest desire to contri 
bute toward* it by every exertion that in my station I can 
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make, as ^\cll as thence to merit and enjoy (lie gratification 
of \our lordship’s correspondence and adMce. 

I ha\c (he honoi to be, 

MyLoid, * 

Your Lord‘;hip’s ^cly obedient humble servant, 

ThcRt lion the Carl of i\IouMNOTON, Iv. P. John Duncan. 

&.0 tve , Bengal 

[The Memoranda gives the evidence of some English pri- 
soners on board Ln Picnausc French frigate, as to a copy of 
the proceedings at (he Isle of France, in lefeiencc to Tipjioo 
Sultaun's embassy h.iving been hung up m the state cabin of 
La P]c>wft^c, uhose ofilccrs repcatcdl} inquired whether 
Tippoo had not alrcad} declared war against the East India 
Comjianv'.] 


No X. 

^fttnttc of the Goirriior-Gincral on Tanjorc 31ft of May, 1/98 ’ 

I take this earl} opportunit}' of communicating to the Board 
the annexed Letter, delivered to me by the Secret Committee 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors, containing the 
final judgment of the Government at home upon the impoi- 
tant question of the succession to the Musnud of Tanjoie, 
together with the orders to the Government of Fort St 
George, and to myself for executing that judgment. Upon 
my arrival at Fort St Geoige I had the satisfaction to learn 
that the general state of India in relation to the internal si- 
tuation of our possessions, as well as to external politics, was 
such as would admit of the immediate execution of the oiders 
of the Secret Committee, but other material considerations 
occurred to my mmd which led me to conclude that some mo- 
dification in the manner of cariying those oiders into effect 
was necessary, for the purpose of securmg the attainment of 
the substantial ends of justice, to which the views of the 
Secret Committee were principally directed 

By the annexed despatch the appomtment of a Commission 
to examine and repoit the real state of the country of Tan- 
jore is ordeied, as a step prepaiatory to the ultimate measme 
of placing Serfogee upon the Musnud. 


12 JIINUTI' orTiin OO^EHNOR 31 Me} 

From the l>cit infommtion which I could collect during ray 
nlay ot Madras, I am convinccil that while a largo portion of 
the countr} shall remain in the hands of the present Ilajah, 
iind%ldlc his nuthont) shall he acknowledged to be lawful, 
tlic inquinca of luch a Commliaion would be embarrassed in 
every shape and frustrated in the end ; and that the final 
result would prove equally prcjudiaal to the interests of Ser 
fogee and highl) injurious to the prosperity and happiness 
of the people of Tonjoro 

To enable the Commission to prosecute their inquiries with 
any prospect of success, it would be necessary that they 
should have access to all the accounts of the Palace, and that 
they should ha^o powers to require the attendance of nil 
persons whom they might deem capable of furnishing them 
with information respecting tlie real state of the country 

It could not be expected that tlio present Ilajah would wil 
lingly give hw consent to an inquiry which must tomumto m 
exposing lus omI administration or that, if he could bo pre- 
vailed upon to acquiesce m such a measure he would not 
oppose to its progress obstacles which no diligence or bc 
tint) could overcome, and which must render the whole m- 
^cstigntlon abortive 

The report of a Commission so embarrassed must have 
proved luanSlacnt to answer the news entertained by the 
Secret Committee of founding upon it the basis of a new set 
tlement for the country of Taqjorc. 

In addition to this conaidoratiOD, it would hive been nnposii 
ble to expect thataConnnisBion onder suchdrcmnstBuces could 
have pr<^uced a report withm any short period of tune The 
information which I received at hladras convinced roe that no 
report could be made by such a CowmiMBJon within a shorter 
space of time than ten or twelve months , a degree of delay 
fts contrary to the spmt of the orders of the Secret Committee 
os to the substantial purposes of justice. 

It could never have been m the contemplation of the 
Government at home after the solemn adjudication of the 
Musnud to Serfogee to postpone to so distant a day by 
an act of their own, his final reitoratKm to his acknowledged 
rights 

For so long a penod of tune it would not havo been pos 
sible by any degree of vigilance to have concealed the rca 
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object of tlve inquny fioin the anxlou‘^ mind of tlie piesont 
posscs^^or of the IVIusniul of Tanjoic. 

Under such ciicnmstances Aniei Sing Mould no longeijiavc 
felt an) interest in the Mclfaic of the country, oi in fuWlhng 
the stipulations of the Ticaty of 17.92 mth legnid to liis 
paMiients to the Company , and it cannot be doubted that he 
and his adherents Mould liaic ciulcai oured, by oveiy means 
in their poMei. to protract the imcstigation, in oidei to avail 
themsebes of the inlcr\al for the pm poses of extortion and 
embez/lcment. 

The conscqucnecs to the inteiests of Scifogce, to those of 
the Company, and to the M'clfaic of the people of Tanjore, 
are endent 

To have appointed a Commission m ithout tlic consent of 
the piesent Rajah, and to ha\c empoMcred them to act inde- 
pendently of his authoiity. Mould Iiave been consideicd by 
him, as rvell as by the othci poMcrs of India, as a \iolation of 
the Treat)^ of 1792, to mIiicIi mc aie bound to adhere so 
long as M’o continue to iccognizc him as the lawful Piince of 
Tanjoie. 

To obUate these dilhcultics, I determined pr^jviously to my 
departure from Fort St George to place Serfogee upon the 
Musnud rntlr all practicable dispatch, and to direct that the 
necessary mquiries into the state of the country should be 
made after his accession , when I have no doubt that they 
may be prosecuted witli facility, and may famish materials 
for a final arrangement of the atFaiis of Tanjore confoimable 
to the orders of the Secret Committee, and equally beneficial 
to all parties. 

The inqmry into the relative rights of Serfogee and Amei 
Sing having been prosecuted principally at this residency, 
and it bemg necessary for the honour and reputation of the 
British name to accompany the deposition of the latter with a 
full explanation of the grounds on which so important a mea- 
sure was determined, I did not think it advisable to issue my 
final orders to the Government of FoitSt George im til I 
had been enabled, by a reference to those who had been em- 
ployed m the conduct of the mqmry in Bengal, to frame a 
distmct statement of its nature and object 

Accordingly I have postponed my ^timate mstructions to 
the Government of Fort St George until the present mo- 
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mcntj (t u now my intention to direct that GoTcmmcnt to 
plnce Serfogee upon the Musnud of Tnnjorc without further 
dcl^ 

I*opoBC to leave it to that Government to make such ar 
mngcmciits a* the) ma) deem ndnsahlo for carrying this 
measure Into execution m the most expeditious manner, and 
for gitanling against any disturlwncc or insult to the Rajah 
Amcr Sing, or his family I trust, however, tJiero are no 
reasons to apprehend any sucli event. 

It will bo proper, notwithstanding before the present 
Rajah 18 appnscil of the intentions of Go\cmmcnt, timt pre- 
cautions should be taken for preventing the removal of any 
of the public treasure, jewels, or papers from the Palace 
and 1 think it advisable that the resident, the commandmg 
ofllccr of the troops, and any other persons whom the Go- 
vernment of Fort St. George may direct to accompany the 
Resident for tliat purpose, should bo ordered to fix their 
seals on the apartments in which such papers or ofibets are 
lodged, until Serfogee shall be established on the Mosnud. 

No dme should be lost in removing Amer Sing from Tai>- 
joro to whatever place the Gorcroment of Fort St George 
may think proper and a suitable guard should be stationed 
with Inra for his protection his future place of residence will 
be determined hy circumstances. 

I have prepaid for the Rejab, Amcr Sing to be delivered 
to him on announcing the decision of the Company, a letter 
communicating the grounds of the judgmenf in favour of the 
nght of SerfogvCf and JiSfurmg him that his person shall bo 
protected j and that whatever shah be adjudged to be his 
private property and not to belong to the Sircar shall be se- 
cured to hiin, togetlier with a suitable provision for his main- 
tenance so long as he shall conduct buns elf m all respects to 
the satisfaction of the Government of Fort Sl George. 

Immediately after Serfogee shall have been placed upon 
the Musnud it will be proper to cause a proclamation (of 
which I now lay a copy before the Board), with translations 
m all the country languages and copies of all the questions 
stated to the Pundits regarding the succession both here and 
at Fort St George to be fixed up in the most pubhc places 
m Tanjore. # 

A letter has also been prepared to he delivered to ber 
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foflfee on communicating to him ihc decision in favour of liis 
right to the Musnud , and the Government of Fort St. George 
shall he instiucted to require, at the same tune, his assent to 
the following stipulations, ^vhlch, hoA\e\er they may h# au- 
thorized to modify in case any circumstance of -which I may 
not at present be apprised, should icndci such modification 
iiecessaiy — 

First, That he mil acquiesce in the appointment of a Com- 
mission, to consist of Coinpanj’s ser\ants, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the present state and resources of Tanjoie. 

Secondly, That he mil allow the Commission to liave access 
to all the public accounts and records of the country, wdiether 
deposited in the Palace or elsewheie. 

Thirdly, That he w ill cause the attendance of all persons 
ivhom the Commission may require to appeal before them for 
the purposes of their inquiry; and that lie will affoid them 
every assistance in his powder for the speedy and successful 
accomphshnicnt of it. 

Fourthly, That until the Commission shall Iiave closed the 
proposed inquiry, and until the arrangements which may be 
agreed upon in consequence shall have been earned into 
effect, the Treaty of 1793 shall continue in full force, in the 
same manner as if no change had taken place in the succes- 
sion, and consequently the servants of the Company shall 
retain the management of the Soubahs, which have been as- 
sumed in consequence of the failure of Amer Sing m the pay- 
ment of his kists 

Fifthly, That whenevei the Commission shall have ter- 
minated the proposed inquiry, he will consent to such ar- 
langements as the Government of Fort St George, with the 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, may deem expe- 
dient foi the better management of Ins countiy, and particu- 
larly for the due admimstration of justice , and also for secur- 
ing to the Company the more regular discharge of their ex- 
isting and future demands on Tanjoie 

Sixthly, That he, jointly with the Government of Fort St. 
George, will engage to affoid full protection to the persons of 
Amer Sing and his family, and that he will secuie to Amer 
Sing such pioperty as that Government may determine not to 
belong to the Sircar , and also that Ire w^ill pay to Amer Sing 
punctually, through the Government of Fort St. George, such 
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Bum for hiB maintoriRncc a* tliat Government may thuik rca 
•enable, so long as Amcr Sing shall conduct hiraself m every 
respect to their satisfacUon. 

Cdhiidcnng the diiordcrs that have provnflod m Tanjoro 
since the accession of Amcr Sing, the little ciponcncc which 
Sorfogco can he supposed to possess with rcs2>cct to tho ma 
nngement of Ins aflhirs, and hia want of proper officers for 
tho conduct of business, added to tlio IienTy demands which 
he must diacliaigo immedtatoly upon his accession, I dto con- 
vinced tliat it would he equally conducive to his interests, 
and to those of tlio Company, that m addition to tho several 
stipulations wluch I have now detailed, Serfogee should con- 
sent to transfer tho cntne charge of the country of Taiy ore to 
tho Government of Fort Su George for a period of one or more 
years after his accession, that Go%'cmment engaging to be 
accountable to Inm for whatever should becoDected tho 
country beyond the amount of the annual sum due to the 
Company under the Treaty of 17D2, and also oflording him 
a sufTicicnt allowance for the nuunteminee of his rank, 

I do not however thmk it proper to direct tho Government 
of Tort St. G^rgo to make any proposition to hnn to this 
effect. Tho Secret Committee have most justly remarked 
that os It IB our duty to interfere in the Bettlement of the sue 
ccsBion to the Musnud of Tanjore, for the purpose of reme- 
dying that injustice which originated m our former mterfer 
cnccv so it would afford just cause of reproach against ns if 
after such a lapse of tune the Native PowerB of India were to 
obBcrve ub interfering m the present instance m order to carry 
into effect any forfeiture In our own favour I deem it of the 
greatest importance to the national honoiir that no grounds 
should be afforded for suspiciou, that the change m the sue 
cession had been dictated by a desire to extend our influence 
mthe country or by any oAer mobres than those of a strict 
regard to justice. 

Should, however the Rajah be »ensible of his mabflity to 
enter on the rmmedinte arrangement of the country and ex 
press a desire to the Government of Fort St. George tliat 
they ahonld for tliat reason aasumfi the temporary charge of 
it, that Government will have my sanction to acquiesce m his 
wishes on the terms I have already stated 

Should the Rajah determme to undertake the charge of the 
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pnrl of llio couiitn winch has not been assumed under the 
Treat} of 1702, I am of opinion that c^elv indulgence ought 
tube shown to him with lognid to his first payments, and 
that the proMsions of the Ticat} of 1792, for eases of failure, 
should not be put in force against him until he has liad ade- 
quate time to eflcct his pa}ancnts from the resources of the 
country. 

To this indulgence, howc\er, I think it will be proper to 
annc': a condition, that the Rajah shall pa} due attention to 
the recommendation of the Commission in the selection of his 
ministers, and ol his othci piincipal ofliceis, as the only 
means of convincing us that the indulgence will not be 
abused. 

I am also of ojiinion that, if it should be found necessary, 
the Goveinmcnt of Foit St Geoigc should assist the new 
Rajah, by guaranteeing to the Soucais the lepaynient of 
such pecuniary adv ances as they should make to liim for the 
cultivation of the country, piovided that the amount of such 
adv ances be limited and applied by the adv ice and under the 
superintendance of the Commission. The Commission should 
also be empoweicd to require fiom the Rajah such security 
as they ma} deem sufiicient to preclude the difiiculties that 
might arise from the failure of the Rajah in the repajmient of 
any sum advanced to him by the Soucais upon the ciedit of 
the Company. 

I recommend that the Commission should consist of three 
persons , and as I am satisfied that the Government of Fort 
St Geoige are equally sensible wuth myself how deeply the 
lionoui of the Company and of the British nation is con- 
cerned in repaumg the injuiies which the coimtry of Tanjore 
and its lawful pnnee have sustained by the usurpation of 
Amer Sing, and how much the attamment of this impoitant 
object must depend on the conduct of the Commission, I 
have the fullest confidence that they will select for it those 
seivants of their estabhshment who are best qualified to dis- 
charge so sacied a trust 

The Government of Fort St George will fuimsh the Com- 
mission with such detailed instructions as they may thmk 
proper I recommend to their pai ticulai attention the follow- 
ing pomts, which appear to me of essential impoitance, but 
which I would authorise that Government to adopt, with 
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luch nltcrntions ob tboy may tbinV the arcumaUnccs re- 
quire 

BcbuIcs obtaining the most exact information of tbc etate 
and rciourcc® of the countiy, tbc attention of tho Commif- 
•loncr® should be directed to Uy a foundation for its future 
improvement 

Tor this purpose they should endeavour to recall the Inha- 
bitants, ^ho arc said to have emigrated from Taiyoro during 
the administration of Arocr Sing, by oflers of pecuniary aid 
or bj such other mcaturcs os they may deem most hkely to 
prove cflectuo]} but obovc all their attonbon should ho di- 
rected to tho repair of the mounds and water-courses, and 
other worbs of a similar nature 

An oppressive taxes and cxacbons, and other abuses which 
may have been introduced under the adnonistrabon of Amer 
Sing should bo abolished, and such arrangements as local ar 
cumstanecs will admit, should be made for de£ning, as far*as 
may be practicable, the rights of tho culbralors of the land* 
and of all otlier persons from whom the revenaes of the coun 
try of whatever nature may bo collected 

I trust that httle dlfficidty will arise in introducing these 
arrangements into the distncU already under the charge of 
the servants of the Company, or m obtaining tho Kajah s 
consent to the extension of them to the Soubahs which have 
not been assumed, should the Kajah retain those Soubahs 
under his charge 

With a view of securing to the people the benefit of those 
arrangements, and the advantages of effectual proteebou m 
their persons and properties the attenhon of the Commisiion 
should be directed by the instnichons of the Govcminent of 
Fort St. George to the speedy estabbshment of Courts for 
tho Admimstrabon of Jusbee m civfl and criminal cases 
Upon this gubject which I deem to be one of the most im- 
portant branches of the powers to be delegated to tho Com 
mission It does not appear to me at present proper or indeed 
pracbcable to give any detaOed orders but I shall take the 
earhest opportunity after tbc receipt of tho report of the 
commission to lay before the Board such a system for the 
better administrabou of jusbeo in Taiyore as shall appear 
smtable to the circiimstances of that country and to the 
manners aud customs of the mhabitants ’ 
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Witli legal (1 to tlie iiatuie of the fuitliei security which it 
may lie proper to icquiie fiom the Rajah for the more regu- 
lar discliarge of Ins pa} ments, I am not at present prepared 
to ofier any decided opinion on tins important subject until I 
shall ha\e ^eccl^ed the report of the Commission to be ap- 
pointed for ascertaining the real extent and nature of the re- 
sources of Tanjore This subject must, however, form one 
of the early objects of the attention of the Commission, and I 
shall be anxious to recen e their sentiments, with the opinion 
of the Go\ernment of Fort St. George, respecting it 

i\Iy inquiries during my continuance at Fort St George 
were directed through e\cry channel of infoimation which I 
could disco\ er, to ascertain how far the expectations of the 
Secret Committee with respect to the improvement of the 
revenues of Tanjore, and to the consequent augmentation of 
the Rajah’s annual payments to the Company, were likely to 
be fulfilled The result of this im estigation, which, how- 
ever, vas necessarily incomplete, leads me to apprehend that 
the Seciet Committee have formed rather too sanguine a cal- 
culation of the expected produce of the levenues of Tanjore. 
The amount of those revenues depends entirely upon tlie 
annual price of gram, which fluctuates every year, according 
to the state of the crops in Tanjore, and to the necessities of 
other countiies In 1793, the year upon wliich the Com- 
mittee found their calculation, the effects of war, and famme 
in the neighbourmg countries, had caused an extraoidmary 
demand for the exportation of grain, which necessarily raised 
the price in Tanjore far beyond the usual average. What- 
ever increase may be expected from future improvements m 
the management of the country, I cannot found, upon the 
produce of the year 1793, an expectation of a permanent aug- 
mentation of revenue to the extent supposed by the Secret 
Committee. 

I think it my duty to suggest these doubts with respect to 
the probabflity of any considerable increase of receipts from 
the Rajah of Tanjore, for the purpose of calhng the attention 
of the Board to a subject which'has anxiously engaged that 
of the Secret Committee, and which will demand the most 
ample investigation whenever the report of the Commission 
shall have furrashed sufficient information to enable me to 
pursue it with effect Mornington. 
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Mr DEAR LORD Bomlaj 3d June, l/W 

As I left England on die 18th of February, this letter, and 
those winch accompany it, will probably giro you the first 
information of ray intended nomination to the GoTermnent 
of Ceylon I can call it as jet no more than Intended as I 
rcccHcd orders from Mr Dondoa to take my departure on 
board of the first fleet that should sad , ond to wait for my 
commisiion and Instroctiona at Bombay What that com- 
mUiion and those inslructioni may be, I cannot positirely 
say I am pretty well assured that 3rr Dnndas s intention 
IS to avoid 08 mach as possible, tlie inconvenience of giving 
up the island at present to the Company, and the very great 
one of rendering it entirely hidependcnt of the Company s 
Gorernment bnt m what mannef tbeae ends wH] be aecom- 
pbsbcd I cannot pretend to gucas By a debate m the India 
House which your Lordship will re^ m the papers, and 
which took place since I left London, it seems as if Mr 
Dundas had given a promise, that in case the island ahould 
be preserved at the peace, the Crown would resign it to tho 
Company , but for this supposition I have no authority but 
the newspapers, and my private ophuon of the propnety of 
the measure, AH that I know is that when I left London, 
three weeks before my embarkation 31r Dnndas had decided 
that my nomination and that of the other pohbcal and mih- 
tary servants of the Government shonld denvo firom the 
Crown but that at the same time I should be put imder the 
direction and controul of the Governor General, The reve- 
nues of the island were to be given nnmediately to the Com- 
iwiny, so that in respect to the administration of them I 
ahould be precisely m the situation of the Presidents of Mad 
roa and Bombay but without a CounciL Sach being (as I 
hope it vriH) the sprnt of my instructions the words of my 
commission can signify very little. For I am to perfectly 
convinced of the necessity of all the parts of the Great Indo- 
Bntiah Empire being actuated by one ipint, that I shall con- 
sider myself exactly m the same situation with the Govern 
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inents of IMadias and lloinbayj not only in effect, but c\en in 
form, as f.n as the consciences of the Cionn l.iuyers, and the 
King's iMnnstcis \\dl allow. In all piobability (^hetber -we 
keep the island oi no), I shall be the last King's Governor of 
It, and as I hope to remain all (bat time under youi diiec- 
tion, I tiust that the anomalous nature of my situation will 
not occasion an} inconvenience to either of ns 

I have the honoui m the meantime to lemain, with the 
gteatest lespcct and leg.ud, 

JM} dearLoid, 

Yoiii most obedient and faithful Sen ant, 

FnEDLiiie Nojitji. 


No. XII. 

7o (tic Edit of Mormuglon 

My' dlar Loud, Boaibav, 5th June, 1798 

I have viiitten another private letter to the Goveinoi Ge- 
neral, who, I suppose, will wish to account for the arrival in 
India of a person unliouseled, unappomted, iinannealed as I 
am; with seven or eight moic of his Majesty’s Seivantsin 
embryo, who, like myself, have as yet no security foi their 
employment but the w ord of Ministers , a sea voyage of four 
months, and the expense of necessary preparations From a 
conversation which I had with j^ou last summei, I should 
imagine that my appointment to the government of Ceylon 
w'ould not surpiise you Mr Dundas, hovvevei, did not com- 
municate his mtentions on that subject to me till veiy late in 
November Too favourable an idea of the resources of that 
island had at that time made him resolve on keeping it en- 
tirely in the Kmg’s hands , of which system, however, more 
matuie leflection made him see the inexpediency and, as it 
W'as thought impossible to treat about a possession already 
ceded to the Company, he at length determmed to retain the 
government and the sovereignty for the Crown, but he gave 
up to the Company the entire administration and disposal 
of the revenue, instiucting at the same time the future Go- 
vernor to consider himself as under the direction of the 
Governoi General How this was to be accomplished was 
taken ad i cfo endam , but the unfortunate person destined 
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to that employment, together with the Secretary to the Go- 
vernment, and tlie ClcrLi in the ofUcc, was obliged to set out 
from London m January, and from the Isle of Wght in 
February, under the aisurance of finding conumssion* and 
inatructions at Bombay As our pasjogo Ima been rather a 
abort one, I am not aurpriaed at the non amral of thoac very 
necesaary papen; and oa, in the abort time of my aervicc, I 
have had many proofa of the apirit of patience and long auf 
fenng with which the pubhc offleera ore blcaaed, from the 
chieia to the lowest clerks, in respect to the cxpcdibon of 
inatmracfnta, which vulgar minds would have prepared writ 
ten, and diapatched m half on hour, I cannot say that I aholl 
bo much ttstoniahed if I do not receive them thcac three 
monthff I am more anxious about la the substance 

and nature of them- There are so many objections to be 
made to every arrangement hitherto proposed, and such con 
Biderable changes appear to have taken place m the hiten- 
bona of Government, (If one may judge from the specchea of 
their fraends m the l^dia Houae) aince I Icfi London, that I 
am perfectly uncertain how the bosineaa will be settled. At 
the aame I have the aatudacdon of knowmg that I have 
fkpn every step m my power to render every possible arrange 
ment easy and simple. My appomtments are to bo ten thou- 
sand A year, commencing from the day of my embarkation 
which was the thirty first of January Those of Mr Cleg 
horn three thoasand, and those of the other gentlemen em- 
ployed, altogether fourteen hundred and fifty The Com 
mander m-Chief is, I hope, to be Lieutenant Governor; but 
that u not quite certain. I own that 1 think the sending out 
more Europeans than necessary to a Government so little 
likely to remain with the Crown, may occasion much mcoo- 
remence atuI I took care in my recommendations to avoid, as 
much os possible, any mcnmbnince to the Crown or the Com- 
pany on that head. 

Lord Chre was expected to leave England m March or 
ApnL I am glad to find that India has so many charms be- 
tides the beaux yens de la coaae/^a that men with sixteen 
thonaand a year m posaeaslon and two and twenty thousand 
m expectancy ore enamoured of her ; and I am very glad that 
those charms were not discovered sooner lest my poor httle 
island ofemnamon should have been earned off by some more 
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powerful suitor than an indigent younger brotlier. But 
what really gives me great pleasure is that Lord Clive is a 
A ery good-natured, right-headed, sensible man, and exactly 
the person v e could wish for — ^you, as a ihulary Prince^ I 
as a iicighhotn hig Poioifate. 

I have little public news to tell you, and that little by no 
means comfortable ; every body engaged in abusing the as- 
sessed taxes or the modifications in them Threats of inva- 
sion on rafts of half a mile long by a quarter bioad, which all 
but sailors think impossible , the first peer of the realm toast- 
ing the sovereignty of the people at a Jacobin meeting, and a 
great depression of spirits (God knous why) throughout the 
countrj, are what I left m England. Since that a Portu- 
guese ship we spoke with near the Canaries, informed us that 
the Spanish fleet was at sea, and Lord St. Vincent’s gone 
after it. 

Your dear counti'y, Ireland, is as troublesome as ever , 
though the, new Commander-in-Chief seems to be liked both 
by castle and country It is reported that the Chancellor 
and the Government there are no longer very cordial, but I 
do not absolutely know the truth of that report 

In France a new Fi ucttdo) was every moment expected, in 
which Barras and Fran9ois de Neufchateau, the new Mo- 
deratists, would probably be sent to Guiana. Switzerland 
had been invaded, made peace with, and invaded again, and 
Rome was on the point of being devoured by an irruption of 
Cispadanes, and France, on a pretence of a not at Rome 
executed by themselves, in which a French General was mur- 
thered , the fate of the German Empire was uncertain , so 
was the disposition of the new King of Prussia. At first it 
had a favourable appearance, but politics are so profligate at 
present, that a share of plunder may overturn the wisest and 
honestest determinations 

Beheve me ever with the sincere st regard. 

My dear Lord, 

Youi most obedient faithful Servant, 

Frederic North. 
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No XIII 
TV Cenertl lltrru 

M\ Dcar Sir FortWUlbin 9th Jane 1/93 

Althougb I imagine that the enclosed Proclamation must 
have rcachctl you, I think it most advisable to transmit a copy 
of it to you Tliere seems to be so bttlc doubt that the Pro- 
clamation really was published at the Mauritius, that it must 
become a matter of senous dUcusiion between this Govern- 
ment and Tippoo. IIow aoch a discussion may terminate it 
u utterly impossible to say Perhaps the result of it may be 
to prove that M Malartic has exaggerated or wholly misre- 
presented the mtenbons of Tippoo but on the other hand 
if Tippoo should choose to avow the objects of his embassy 
to ha\'e been such as arc described in the Proclamation the 
consequences may be very senous, and may ultimately involve 
us m the calamity of war I wish you to be apprised of my 
apprcheusioDi on this subject, and to prepare your mmd for 
the possible event You will therefore, turn your attention 
to the means of collecting a force if necessity should unfor 
tnnately require it but it is not my desire that yon shopld 
proceed to take any pubhc steps towards the assemblmg of 
the army before you receive some further intimation from me. 

I have the boDour &c. 

Morktwotor 


No XIV 

Ertreci/lr^m m Mlnvle if tfn Gm OrnmJ [/TMsn*/] 1793 . 

In urgmg the necessity of attemptmg the reduction of our 
eipences, I do not mean to recommend that species of impro- 
vident economy which m this country, above all others, wonld 
ulbmately prove real profoaion and the iource of every abuse. 
I do not mean to deprive persons bolding labonous and res- 
ponsible stations of the liberal reward to which they are justly 
entitled and which ought upon every ground both of pohey 
and justice to furnish them with the means of acquinng a com- 
petent fortune, and of returning to their native country withm 
ji moderate penod of service. This prmaple m my opinion is 
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tlie foundation of the present system of government in India ; 
and it should always he held sacred and inviolable in every 
attempt to levise the Indian establishments. On the other 
hand, it is difficult to believe, that establishments of such 
magnitude and intricacy as those of the British Empire ip. 
India, should not in the course of time lequire frequent re- 
vision. 

Without therefore pledgmg myself to the amount of any 
saving which may ultimately appear practicable, I propose 
immediately to commence a general revision of aU public 
estabhshments of Bengal, and to direct the adoption of a 
similar measure at Madras and Bombay, as well as at all our 
subordinate settlements, and m all our recent acquisitions 
from the enemy. 

My intention is that the revision of the Civil Establish- 
ment of Bengal, should be made under my own immediate 
supeimtendence, with the assistance of the actmg President 
of the Board of Revenue, Mr. Bebb, one of the Members of 
the Board of Trade, and the Accountant General, &c. 
Mr. Tucker sub-secretary in the Judicial and Revenue De- 
partment 

These gentlemen, I propose to appomt to be a committee 
for the purpose already mentioned , Mr. Tucker to act as Se- 
cretary to the Committee. 

The proceedings of the Committee may be laid before the 
Board, either when the enquiry shall be completed, or occa- 
sionally, as circumstances may require. 

No better pimciples can I think be prescribed for the con- 
duct of the proposed measure, than those laid down in the 
minute of Lord Cornwalhs, recorded on the proceedings (v. No 
18 ) m the secret and separate department of the 31st January, 
1788, when the last general revision of the Estabhshments 
under this Presidency took place. 

I recommend, therefore, that the Committee shall be 
furnished with such paits of those pioceedmgs as relate to 
the Civil Estabhshments, together with copies of all papers 
relating to the alterations which have been subsequently 
made on them , in order that the Committee may know the 
grounds on which all the existing Estabhshments have been 
formed, and consequently may be able to judge, how far 
change of circumstances or arty other cause, may have ren- 
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dcrcd nny alteration necessary, either in the constitution of 
any Deportment of Government, or ra tbo allowancca annexed 
to any existing ofllcc Any relief m the MUitary branch of 
our cxpenccj, must arise either from reductions m the offec 
tiTc strength of the Army, or m tlio number of Troops on 
field nllowancd, or from the reform of any Offices or Official 
Dstahhshments, which may be found superfluous 

A reduction of oinr cffectiTo strength, attended with any 
degree of danger to the pubhe safety, would frustrate its own 
object. On the other hand, whenever it shall appear, that 
the arcumstoncca which led to the late augmentation of our 
hlihtary Kstahlishments no longer exist, and that no new 
causes have onsen to require the maintenance of so large a 
force, it will bo our duty to rehevo the finances of this Go- 
vernment from that part of our heavy Military charge. 

It will be my care to watch with the utmost degree of 
anxiety, the favourable moment when this desirable measure 
may be adopted without tneumng that rist, which might 
defeat its expected eflects. 

^Vithoat entermg mto any mumte detail of the actual^state 
of the Fohtical system of India, it will bo sufficient to observe, 
that, although I perceive no arcumstance either in the pre- 
sent disposition, or in the actual strength and condition of 
the Native Powers which shonld afford reason to apprehend 
the approach of hostintieB from any quarter, 1 do not think 
it consistent with prudence to reduce our Army until we 
shall have been enabled to ascertam with more accuracy the 
designs of Tippoo Sultan, and of Zemann Shah, and imdl the 
settlement of the Prormce of Oude shall have acquired more 
vigour and consistency In tho mean whfle, however I re- 
quest that the Ckimmander m Cbiai^ will undertake on the 
principles presenbod by Lord Cornwallis m the mmote of the 
fllst January 1788, the revision of such parts of the Mfli 
tary Estabhihments as are neither connected with the effec 
tire strength of the Army nor with the pay and allowances 
of the different Ranks fixed by the Honorable the Court of 
Directors and by this GovernroenL 

At present, I shall propose to reduce merely two articles of 
our Militar y Charges which rest on grounds entirely distmct 
from any to which I hare adverted 

The first, the regiment of Hmdostannee cavalry, purchased 
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for two lacs of rupees from Mr. Dc Boigne, in February, 
1796, which I piopose to transfer to the Nabob Vizier on 
the same terms. 

I am aware that it is desirable to reduce ratlier than to aug- 
ment the force of tlie Vizier. AVliateier troops, howeier, it 
may be tliouglit ndiisablc for liim to maintain, should be 
capable of ellectn e sen ice, this regiment may be substituted 
in the room of any other corps that lie may be induced to 
disband. 

The troops now quartered in the Fort of Allahabad, aie 
I understand at present upon the Vi/icr’s allowances, and the 
Commander in Chief has stated to me suflicient reasons, for 
continuing that indulgence to them until the 1st August next, 
but from that period I think it would be adiisable (and I 
ha^e the satisfaction to state the concurrent opinion of the 
Commander-In-Chief, as will appear b}' his minute upon this 
subject), that those alloivances should cease, and that in 
future the garrison of Allahabad, should receive the same 
allowances with that of Chunai. Quarteis will of couise be 
proiided for the European troops at Allahabad, and no rea- 
son can exist against placing them in every respect on the 
same footing with those attached to the garrison of Cliunar. 

The revision of the several branches of our revenue may 
lery properly be referred to the same Committee appointed 
to revise our Civil Establishments under my inspection. It is 
not possible to foiin any accui.ate estimate of the impiove- 
raent of our resources which may be the result of such an in- 
quny , I am aware that the demand of Government on the 
landholders is fixed m perpetuity, and consequently that no 
addition can be made to the land revenue Even under dif- 
ferent circumstances, I would not recommend any additional 
assessment, considering the land to be alieady taxed asjiighly 
as is consistent with the mterests of the Company and the 
prosperity of the country. Perhaps, however, regulations for 
acceleratmg the recovery of outstanding balances might be 
devised, without injury or oppression to the landholders, or 
to the cultivators of the soil. 

The customs, the stamp duties and the tax on spirituous 
hquois, may admit of considerable improvements either in the 
mode of collection, oi by the variation of the rates, and other 
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sourccj of revenue may l>o devised without injury to the 
country 

In directing the extension of these measures to the Presi- 
dencies of Fort St George and Bombay, I shall propose the 
regulations of tlicu* civil and military establishments on the 
same principles of justice and liberality which constitute the 
rules of this Government It will also be a leading object of 
my propositions on this port of the subject to connect with 
the reform of the Civil Cftablisbments of Fort St George 
and Bombay, and of our temtones upon the coast of Malm 
bar, the introduction of the ayitom of internal adnumitra 
tion of justice and collection of revenue established m Bengal 
with so much advantage to the Government and to the people. 

The extension of this system to our possessions upon the 
coast IS an object of great anxiety to the anthonbes m 
Fngland 

Under oil the crrcinnstonccs of the present moment, I do 
not third, it would be advisable to propose the reduction of 
any port of the edectire strength of our armies on the Coast 
of Coromandel or Malabar 

The Governments of Fort St. George and of Bombay 
should be directed to revise the several branches of their 
revenue in the same mann er as shall be adopted at this Pre- 
fidency, I tmit that I shall find in the Governments of Fort 
Sl George and of Bombay, as well as in their Servants se- 
lected for the execution of these important measures the 
same degree of sesd for the pabbe interests and of alacrity m 
promoting their nnprovement, which I bare had the satisftc 
tion to observe m every department of the Company s Service 
m BengaL The situation of our afOurs, although happfly 
exempt firom any Immediate danger of the calamity of war 
demands the most spirited eiertaons of every upright Ser 
rant of the Company as well as the cordial co-operation of 
of every sincere friend to the prosperity of the British in- 
terests in India. 


Morntwotoh 
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No. XV 

To Tippoo Siiltiiiin — If'nttcn the \Ath June, 179S 

Immediately on my arrival m Bengal Sn Aimed Clarke 
communicated to mo j our friendly letter to him, stating that 
some peojile of the Coorgah countr}', having descended fiom 
the voods and mountains, had fixed their residence in the 
"Villages of Kauntamunghe and Coloorbogee, &c 

[liecapifulafc the conteni-i of the leitc ) .] 

Sir Alured Clarke has also/ communicated to me your 
answer to the letter from the late Go\ernor-Geneial, Sir 
John Shore, respecting the claims of the Company and of your 
Highness to the district of Wynaad, bordeiing on Tamber- 
cheir}' Being anxious to afford jou every proof in my 
power of my sincere desire to maintain the good understand- 
ing which had so long subsisted between your Highness and 
the Company, I made it one of the first objects of my atten- 
tion to examine tdl the papers existing on the Company’s re- 
cords, as well respecting Wynaad as the district of Sauleah, 
in which it appears that Kauntamungle and Coloorbajee are 
situated. From these papeis I find that not only tlie right to 
the districts of Wynaad and Sauleah has remained in 
doubt, but also to the district of Amerah, and Ersawaraseemy, 
and to some other considerable territories on the side of 
Malabar. Your Highness is well aware that it is a maxim 
among states who are sincerely disposed to maintain the rela- 
tions of amity and peace, to bring all contested points of this 
nature to a speedy determination. A seasonable and tem- 
perate discussion of those differences of opmion, which must 
occasionally aiise between Powers of the most pacific disposi- 
tion, tends to prevent quarrels between their subordinate 
officeis, and to obviate the misrepresentations which each 
party is apt m such cases to make to the respective Govern- 
ments This IS the most friendly as well as the most prudent 
course, and will always defeat the views of mterested and 
designing persons, who may wish to foment jealousy, and to 
disturb the blessing of peace. For this object Lord Corn- 
walhs, the Nawab Nizam Ah Khaun, and the Peishwa Pun- 
dit Perd’haun -wasely pro’nded in the treaty of peace con- 
cluded with your Highness at Senngapatam, by establishing 
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a regular mode of bringing to on nmicablo adjastment with 
the inowledgo and approbation of all partiea, any queation* 
which might hereafter aruc between your Highnoia and any 
of tho allic* reapccting the boundanet of your adjacent tern 
tonca- I ora persuaded thot it is your Highness s disposition 
to maintain faithfully your public engagements with the Com- 
pany On my part you will always meet with a religious ad 
herenco to every orticlo of tho treaties subsisting between us. 
On this occasion, therefore it is my intention to depute a 
rcspoctahlc and discreet person to meet, upon your frontier, 
such of your oiDcera as your Highness may please to name 
for the purpose of conferring together, of discussing tho 
grounds of the respective claims, and of satisfying each other 
on an points respecting which any doubts may bo eutertamed 
on either side. 

It would not be consistent with your Highness s high re- 
putation for justice and good faith to rofuso to enter mto this 
candid investigation I therefore entertain no doubt that as 
soon os you shall have fufty understood the nature of this 
representation you wifl afford every facility to the conduct of 
the necessary mquiries and wiH use your endeavours to 
bring them to a speedy determination and for this purpose 
that you will without delay dn^t your officers at Koual 
Bunder (or Mangalore) to enter into conference vrith those 
deputed by the managers of the Honourable Company s 
affairs on the coast of Malabar The result of the confer 
ences will he communicated to me by the Government of 
Bombay with all practicable dispatch, and you may rely 
upon it, that after regular discussion shall hare taken place, 
according to the established law of nations and to the prac 
Uce uniformly observed on every occasion of disputed boun 
dary which has arisen between your Highness and the aHics 
since the conclusion of the Treaty of Senngapatam, I will 
not suspend for one moment the foil acknowledgment of 
whatever shall appear to be your just right 

In the meantime as the districts of Amerah and Sonleah 
have been ra the possession of tho Coorgsh Bajah for several 
years your Highness will no doubt see the propriety and 
justice of recalling the troops sent into the Doghbonrhood of 
Souleah Your Highness must be sensible that until I have 
been satisfied of the justice of your clauns m a regular and 
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n»nu';ble imnnoi, 1 \\»ll nr' or ' ull< r *un tlu' C'<nnj> tin’s 
'illic*- or tii pi lul ttu-', It rmiittn ami mtoro'ts I coinuler 
to bi' in cM*r} ro>.p ti tin sthu a iliua’ of tilt C'tiinp tin . to 
!'(' fort ,t*!\ (It'prtvcti n{ trrntorjt ■- of wjurli tlun Inn 'o loiirr 
1u‘I(1 idi till’ ii’o t t ortli’tl ch ijuisttmit If* imiti- 

tnn tiic mtori. «njr‘-t’ of fru mbitip v itli i our I Iipliju’-' . I trust 
tint I sb ill alui)s im c' iti I'lpi”! r.'ftirn ou ynir p irt ; ami 
tin n foro I i Tiinnt hut lamnii (Imt nutt HjoIukss tlul m*f 
inimi tlntoli r« -^ori to tin i stihlnlu tl ch.imu h of priuMhle 
iH.r^o('P{}on, III plat 0 of sintiomn; i imhtarv fori c upon (ho 
frontitr-- of tin ti mtor\ po>--'» '■'•il In an ’til) tit the (hmi- 
pniu. ('onluh nt, limn \< r, tint \mir lliplnu’ , upon a full 
re\u*ir(»r **11 (he t jrt mint inrr' of ihe r i* o, will he t’(|nall) 
inolim tl with mistlf to < onfonn to tin ilu tates of jintu e, I 
nm s itnfu'il tint nft< r our r< speri’ne oflUi r- j-hiill Inn* eon- 
forml together, nml evplatmil to t u h other all nnfti rs that 
rtrimn hi tionht, we ’■Inll lune no (hllliulti in ternfmatin" 
the*-e lono ilept mhni: rpiestiom to our inutinl s-unfaetion, 

\A trm e<»p\1 MoUMMtioN. 

N. Ji T**' 1 , Pt** ill 1 roi'l >*(*r It' (bo 


No XM. 

J,tlrrr: <,f , (ft Srxr'-r' t « i,t uttf'f rtf dr dr, art f>f htrrtlt ri, to 

ihr (jOfftnor-ttrii'-rrl in Caunf fit" ll'ni'i’i, thfti! tfitnr, 17 '*'' * 

“ \yc tnivc the earliest ojiportunit) of acquainting } ou that 
we ha\c rcceiictl information from Hn Majesti’s nunnters 
that a I or) large nrnnincnt of '^hip';, troop^^, nulilary stores, 
&.C has hcen lately fitted out at 'J'oiilon, and tint it sailed 
from thence on the Ihtli nil Although the ultimate object 
of tliis armament lias not hcen asccrl.nncd, it is not impro- 
hablc, from man) circumet.inccs tlint haie transpned, and 
from the spirit of daring adionturc h}' wlncli the French 
ha\c been actuated during tlic present war, that its destina- 
tion may he for India, cither (Iiaiing first taken possession of 
Eg} pt) by way of tlic Red Sea, or by Bussora His Majesty’s 
ministers hai e therefore informed us, tliat immediate measures 
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■will be taken for n conildcrablo augmentnUon of tho European 
force in tbo East Indies j you may therefore expect that not 
leas tljnn 4,000 acaaoned and disciplined troopi, and perhaps 
n larger number may be sent to tho Company ■ settlements 
with all possible expedition, part of which will, we trust 
reoch India not many months after the receipt of this des- 
patch, Should the expedition, notwithstanding the measures 
taken by His Majesty s GoTomment to intercept and defeat 
it in tho Meditemmcan, reach Egypt, and be destined for 
India by either of the routes wo hare mentioned a part of 
HU Mojeaty s fleet, consistuig of two men of war and pro- 
bably a sloop, now under dispatch for India, will bo ordered 
to be stationed m tho Straits of Babcimandel, and in the 
Gulph of Persia, for tho purpose of intercepting any force 
that maybe proceeding to India that way 

' A copy of a Proclamation, issued at the Maundna m the 
month of hlarch last, has been transmitted to our sereral 
presidencies by Mr Pnnglc tho Company s agent at the Cape 
of Good Hope "W e are unable to judge whether this Pro- 
clamation be ro reality what its import declares it to be and 
Tippoo has really conceived any hostile designs against the 
British empire in India, or intended merely as a feint with a 
■new to embroil us with that pnnee Our respective Govern- 
ments will, of course have taken such precautionary measures 
m consequence as appeared to them necessary and applicable 
to existing circumstances 

Our empire m the East has ever been an object of jea 
lousy to the French, and we know that then- former Govem- 
ment entertained sanguino hopea of hemg able to reach India 
by a shorter passage than round the Cape of Good Hope 
and we have no doubt that the present Government would 
nsk a great deal and even adopt measures of a most enter 
prising and uncommon nature for the chance of redncing, if 
not annihilating the Bntish power and consequence m thot 
quarter of the world To effect this ■without the aid and 
previous concert of one of tho Indian Powers, seems almost 
impossible, and would scarcely be attempted In the present 
situation of India, Tippoo appears to be tho fittest instni 
ment to be employed m the furtherance of such ambitious 
projects. 

It IB highly improbable that T.ippoo should have entered 
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into any league with the French without some apparent pre- 
paiadon on his part of an hostile nature in fuithcrance of 
their designs. If such, therefore, shall have been the case, it 
would be neither prudent nor politic to w^ait for actual hosti- 
lities on Ins part. We therefore rcconunend, that if you shall 
notha\e adopted the necessary measures for bringing Tippoo 
to a satisfactory explanation before tlie receipt of this des- 
patch, that you should immediately take the projier steps for 
so doing, accompanying this inquiry with such a disposition 
of y our force as may give clTect to it , and should you judge, 
either from his answers, or from the steps he is taking, that 
his designs are such as the French Proclamation represents, 
and that he is making prcpaiations to act hostilely against us, 
we think it 'll ill be more ad^^sable not to ^\ait for such an 
attack, but to take the most immediate and most decisive 
measures to carry our arms into our enemy’s country, not 
failing at the same time to make known to the Powei s in alli- 
ance n ith us the necessity of such measure, and that we have 
not in new a wanton attack upon our inveterate enemy with a 
design to augment our own power, but a necessary and justifi- 
able defence of our own possessions, and calling upon them 
for the assistance thej^ are under engagements to furnish us. 

‘‘ But although w e have thus recommended energy, firm- 
ness, and decision in your conduct towards Tippoo, w'e rely 
upon your using the latitude allowed y'ou in the preceding para- 
graph with the utmost discretion, that we may not be involved 
in a war in India -without the most inevitable necessity, of 
which necessity we leave you to be the sole judges And as 
it is impossible for us to conjecture, should either the Pro-' 
clamation circulated at the Mauritius be founded, or the force 
now m the Mediterianean be really destined for India, what 
measures the implacable revenge and rash enterprise of the 
French may mduce them to undertake agamst the British 
power m India , we can only exhort our several Governments 
to be constantly upon their guard, and watchful agamst sur- 
prise, by not only keepmg the troops in perfect order for 
action, and our forts and garnsons in constant prepai ations of 
defence, but if it shall appear necessaiy, by encouragmg mi- 
htary associations amongst oui civd seivants and others, as in 
this countiy, which may be prepared to act on any emeigency, 
and m carefully keepmg m view every channel through which 
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it raa) be poaiibic for Fronce to get on European force out to 
India, and taking precautionary mcafurca to prevent it. 

" 'We have tnmnnittcd copies of this despatch to oar Go- 
Tcmmcnts of Sladraa and Bombay " 


No X^TI 

TV CnmJ I/trrit 

Mt Dnaii Sir, Fort \VIIlUm Jtu>c20 I793 

1 ou have before this time received my letter mcloimg 
M Mnlartica Proclamation, and advismg you of the probabi- 
lity of my being under the necessity of maldng a iCTioas 
representation to Tippoo Soltaun on that sabject. I now 
take the earliest opportumty of acquainting you with my 
final determination. X mean to call upon the afiies without 
delay, and to oisemblo the army upon the coast with aH pos 
lihle oxpeditioa. "Y ou will receive my pabGc instructions m 
the course of a few days. Uoti) you hare received them it 
win not be proper to take any public steps for the assemblmg 
of the army, but whatever con be done without a disclosure 
of the ultimate object, I authorise you to do mimediately m 
tending to apprise you by this letter that tt u my poniive 
resolvtton to aitenhle tfii army vpon the roes/ I wish to 
receive from you, by express, a state of the force which 
you can put m motion immediately, and withm what tune you 
can make any large additions to it. 

By the some express you will also hare the goodness to m- 
form me what station you deem the best for assembling a 
force with a new of marching dire<itly to Senngapatam, and 
at what penod the army must move for that purpose, so as to 
reach Sermgapatam before the coast of Malabar shall become 
safe for the approach of any naval force. I wiH send you as 
soon as possible the largest supply m specie which I can 
procure If you could dispatch your answers to my ques- 
tions by any frst tailing vessel, and could send with your 
answers any mteHigent officer who might he capable of 
entering mto all the detaHs of your force j of the seasons and 
all other arcumstances connected with the object of striking 
a sudden blow agamst Tippoo before he can receive any fo- 
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reign aid, you would gieatly assist me in the arrangement of 
my measures upon this serious occasion 

You may rely upon my unremitting attention to whatever 
communications you may make to me, and upon my most cor- 
dial support in all your exertions. 

You will of course feel the absolute necessity of keeping 
the contents of this letter secret 

Mornington. 


No. XVIII. 

From General Ha) ns to the Earl of Mornmgto)). 

My Dear Lord, Madras, 23rd June, 1798 

Your lordship’s favour of the 9th is just received. 

Sir Hugh Christian sent the Proclamation to this Govern- 
ment by the same opportunity as to yours, and we had the 
honour to forwaid your lordship our answer to Sir Hugh 
the 7th instant 

For my own part I have no doubt (as matters now stand 
with the French) but Tippoo will explain away our just 
grounds of complamts, although I am convinced he has com- 
mitted himself to the full extent of the Proclamation. 

His inveteracy to us will only end with his life, and he will 
always seize any opportumty that offers to annoy us ; but, 
notivithstanding this, and that the political circumstances of 
India are now much in our favour, it perhaps still remams a 
matter of serious consideration whether, in our very great 
want of cash, and the effect our being engaged in war in this 
country may have on the affairs in Em ope, it would not be 
better that he should be allowed to make the amende honor- 
able if he be so inchned, than that we should avail ourselves 
of the error he has lun into, and endeavour to punish him 
for his insolence. On my part yoiu lordship may depend on 
my following your instructions most implicitly. In respect of 
my seciecy on the point, and until I hear further from j^ou 
I shall only quietly move a battalion or two towards the point 
of assembly, and one of which was predetermined for the 
place it noM v ill go to. The S6th might moi e from Pondi- 
chcriy to Arnee, as i\e Iiaie in tlie latter unoccupied bar- 

^OL 1. F 
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racks for Europeans , but for this I must Trait Sir Alored 
Clarkes final dctermlnabon on that coipa, A supply of 
grain to our garrisons is nctooUy in forwar^ets according to 
regulation, and it will be very easy to make additions where 
necessary, without any suspicions arising 
It was very pleasing to bear that your lordship has some 
cash to send us { bat it is necessary yon should understand, 
that the wholo mentioned will not more than make up our 
known dcfiacncy to the end of September and our debts are 
so injunoiu to our credit, that nndl somethmg is done m 
liquidation of them, we cannot expect to raise a rupee by 
loan. 

With the greatest respect and esteem, &c. flc. 

Geoboe Habbis 


No XIX. 

Tie Eeri «/ HenuBgMi U Gruml Horn 
Mr Eeab Sib, FortWnUus Seth Jqm, 179a. 

You will hare received my pnbbc and private letters re 
specting the late conduct of ilppoo Saltaun, and the steps 
to be taken in consequence. 1 wish you would furnish to 
me without delay, any mteUigence which you may have re- 
ceived respecting the pubbcation of the Proclamation at 
the Maimtius, or the conduct of the ambassadors of Tippoo 
durmg their residence m that island I also wish to receive 
your latest advices rcspectmg the state of Tippoo s force, and 
of hiB actual preparations for way I am sorry that your 
Government shoidd have addressed to Admiral Ramler a 
letter which my pubhc duty compels me to disapprove. You 
know the smeenty of my wish to support the authonty and 
dignity of the Government of Fort St, George, which I con- 
sider to be intimately and inseparably connected with my 
own. But the general protection of India belongs to me 
and fonus one of the most material branches of my arduons 
responsibibty In the discharge of this duty I shall always 
expect to be assisted by the co-operation of the other presi 
deocjes but if they offer opinions to the commanders of His 
hlajesty s squadrons with respect to the diatributions of the 
naval force for the general purposes of defence, without re- 
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ference to me, or any previous knowledge of my intentions, 
the utmost degree of confusion must be the lesult, and my 
views for the pubhc safety must b6 wholly defeated. The 
public letter which I have sent to you m Council upon this 
occasion is mtended as a general rule for the conduct of the 
Government of Fort St. George on all similar occasions, and 
I trust that you will have the goodness to recommend the 
observance of this rule both to your Council and your suc- 
cessor. Without full previous communication on all pomts 
of this natuie, there can be no hope of our servmg the pubhc 
with advantage or credit. Nothing could have given me 
more pam than the necessity of authorising a word m any 
of my pubhc letters which might bear the appearance of a 
sentiment of disapprobation of the conduct of the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, under your administration , but I 
felt it the more necessary, by a pubhc expression of my 
opinion, to prevent the measure to which I have adverted, 
from becommg a precedent. You wiU not suppose that such a 
feehng of pubhc duty can be at all connected with any dimi- 
nution of my respect and esteem for you ; sentiments which I 
shall always retain, and which I am happy on every occasion 
to avow. 

Mornington. 


No XX 

General Harris to the Earl of Mornington 
My dear Lord, Madras, 6th July, 1798. 

I received your Lordship’s favour of 20th ult. late on 
Tuesday evemng, the 3d inst., and I must confess that the 
momentous importance and magnitude of the subject created 
reflections which for a time totally absoibed eveiy othei con- 
sideration. Adverting, however, to your Lordship’s wish of 
speedy communication, and really myself thinking it of mfinite 
consequence, my first step was to countermand the Bombay 
frigate, on the eve of sailing as convoy to a transport with 
stores for the fleet, and which the Victoi lous took charge of. 

I then directed my thoughts to find such a description of 
person as your Lordship was desirous should accompany my 
aiisuer, and did not hesitate in fixing on Major Beatson as 
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particularly quoliflctl to give >our Lordihip tLo fullest saha- 
faction on every pobt timt you may refer to hia judgment. 
Revolving the subject of the 20th Juno m my mmd most 
part of the night, the magnitude of the difHcultiei to be 
encountered m an attempt to strike a sudden blow before he 
can receive any foreign aid, by the cessation of the monsoon, 
on the other coast, occurred to mo so forcibly, and have by 
subsequent reflection become so deeply Impressed upon my 
mind, that I should thmk myself culpable if I did not men 
tion my thoughts on the subject, oven though your Lordship 
had not requested information from me. Although the same 
points have unquestionably occurred to your Lordship, yet 
the practical expcncnco of them may readily bo supposed to 
have made stronger impressions on my mind than any idea 
of them that could have been conveyed by a difiercnt way to 
your Lordship 

The dilatoriness, uideciston and cowardice of our allies 
are beyond bebef to those who have not been eye-witness 
to these quahties in them and there is a moral assurance 
that not one of them will take the field, or be of the least use 
to us, oven admitting that tbeir own situation presented no 
obstacle to their joining us at any period untfl we have 
secured a position to cover their advance or gained a de- 
aded advantage over Tippoo Thus they acted with Lord 
Comwallii, and as that conduct was governed by pnnaples 
which have undergone no change a repetition of it must be 
expected 

From these data it lb to bo argued that any sudden blow 
must proceed entirely from ourselves and this cannot, I con- 
ceive be attempted without a very large remforcement firom 
Bengal aided by the Bombay anny When the reinforce- 
ment firom your Presidency could jom us I need not speak 
of hot the Bombay army could not begin to assemble until 
the cessation of the monsoon on the other coast, the penod 
at which I understand that your Lordshq) had hoped the 
important object m view would be in an advanced state of 
accomplishment. The last is a difficulty that might perhaps 
be rendered of less importance by your Lordship s exertion 
m despatching a more ample force from Bengal bat the 
difficulties which press hero arc, I fear insuperable 
Draft and carnage cattle, even for the defcnsivo army in 
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Statement. No 1, cannot be c'^llectcd, to cnaldc us to do 
more than merely reach tlie Baiamnlial before the monsoon 
in Octobcij or to icpel the incui'^ion of an cnem}. No. 2, 
from Ml. Coclcbuin, tbc best infoimcd man, pci baps, in India 
on tins subject, fives nearlj tbc same period foi tbc equip- 
ment of tbc dcfcns'uc annj , but such a force as should be 
capable of iindcrt.iking the siege of Seringapatam nitli a 
reasonable prospect of success, could not in all probability 
reach tbc place bcfoic tbc 1st of Febuiaiy. 

The last point I b.uc to obsenc on is ccrtainlj’^ tbc most 
material, — tbc feeding tbc army nben it has .arri\cd at tbc 
point we wish. This diniculty obliged Lord Cornwallis to 
relmqinsli the idea of besieging Scring.ipntam tbc fiist time 
be marched against it, and but for the almost despaiicd of 
co-operation of the IMalirattas, it would ba\e been doubtful 
wlietber be would c\cr ba\c been able to leturn to it again. 

These considerations, tbc little dependence to be placed 
on our allies, and tbc facility of comiminication with the 
Bombay army by Puligautcbciy, with the impoitancc of 
possessing tbc Coimbatore country, incline me at present to 
be of opinion, that when we engage in tins momentous un- 
dertalving, it will be advisable to do it to tbc southward, 
b}^ attempting tbc Cauveryporam Pass , but tins jioint, and 
the seasons for the junction of the armies of tbc different 
coasts, and for the final enterprize to be undei taken, — bow 
far the aid of the Nizam and Mabrattas, or one or other, 
maybe essential to our success in the attack^ — whether it 
may be practicable to subsist an aimy during the siege with- 
out any assistance from those Native Powers’ — what posts 
should be selected for magazines, so as to have the shortest 
and most secure line of communication by which to receive 
supplies’ — and the grand subject of Brmjaries, whether the 
Native Powers assist us or not’ — are considerations on which 
there is not now any time for me to enlarge further, but on 
which I can with confidence lefer your Lordship to Major 
Beatson for solid information. Your Lordsliip will also find 
great assistance from Lieut.-Colonel Scott , and on the sub- 
ject of feedmg and carnage, I know no one who can give 
more correct information than Captain Sandy s, or on whom 
more dependence can be placed for honest execution of 
orders in that line. Nothwithstanding, however, the short- 
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nets of tlrao, and the old yd!ir Lordaliip will otherwise hare 
from tlie procUcal knowledge of the three gentlemen I hare 
named, 1 siiould have felt It incumbent on me to hare stated 
my sentiments in a more detailed and connected manner, on 
a snbjcct of such moment to the national interests, if your 
Lordship had not the adrantogc of Sir Alurcd s complete 
knowledge of tins army, and the resources of the Gimatic. 
Upon the latter subject your Lordship is also perfectly in- 
formed, from the pressing representations of this Gorem- 
ment and the letter I had before the pleasure to write to you, 
and both must have convinced you that the whole expense of 
the war must be borne by your Presidency Yonr Lordship 
may porbapa be mcllned to send the Bombay back nnmo- 
dlatcly with treasure j If not, I think It necessary to mention 
that we hod mtended to send her for Bombay when the 
season for making a favourable passage should amve, m con- 
sequence of a communication from Mr Dnncan, representing 
how much they required her aaswtance on that coast Now 
my Xjord having taken such a range of the subject as 1 trust 
you win not be displeased with receiving 1 bare only to 
assure you that however I may think it right to pomt ont 
dcf&ctdties, there con be none m such of yonr orders as it 
may be my part to perform, which I shall not cheerfully and 
sealously attempt to overcome I should not however close 
this letter without informing your Lordship that I have 
apprised Admiral Ramler of the importance of preventang 
any communication of the French with the Malabar coast. 
The vanoui subjects which press upon my mmd in deh 
berating upon this serious undertaking and the urgent 
necessity of a prompt commumcation, render it far from nn 
probable but that some points may have been imperfectly 
stated j if however upon more mature consideration any 
inaccuracy shall appear to hare crept m, your Lordship may 
depend that I shall have candour immediately to acknowledge 
and correct the error 

Be assured, my dear Lord 
I am with esteem, 

Your Lordship s faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo Harris 
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P. S. — For }our Lordsliip’s fuilher information I send 
Colonel Close’s answer to the questions I put to him con- 
nected Mitli this subject, to nhich I have subjoined such 
obser\ations as ha\e appeared to me necessary 

I also send a memorandum I have just received from 
hlr. Webbe, in consequence of my lequest that he vould 
state his sentiments in wri(mg upon the possible event of a 
war with the Sultan, oMing to tlie hlauritius Proclamation, 
and upon the practicabilit}' of striking a sudden blow against 
him before he could icccne any foreign aid. From the hur- 
ried perusal which I ha\e made of it, I obser^e that he has 
taken too partial a n*ew of a question of too gieat a magni- 
tude to be decided b)-^ our present limited means of know- 
ledge. That he has assumed as a fact that the choice of 
peace for some time to come, or war at the present period, 
rests with us, not adverting to the probability if Azini ul 
Onira be really disaffected towards us, of his hereafter join- 
ing Tippoo and the French, and the equal chance of tlie 
Mahratfas being induced, v hen they are able, to unite in the 
league against us, scarcely noticing the strong circumstance 
that the Islands can non afford him no farther aid ; passing 
over the immense benefits that will be secured by success, 
and the advantage with which we shall enter upon a war 
having a perfect knowledge of his country, and possessing a 
strong chain of posts on our frontiers, with a faithful country 
in the rear, and, lastly, that the French, at the conclusion of 
a peace, will possess the desire they now feel of subverting 
our Indian Empire, and that the Sultan will at that period 
he frilly prepared to assist theii puiposes, if he should not be 
now arrested in his progress These, however, are consi- 
derations which belong to your Lordship’s better judgment 
to decide, and I should not have troubled you with the 
memorandum if I did not feel an anxiety that you should be 
prepared to meet all the arguments which will be stated with 
so much virulence by the opposition at home against the 
author of the war, if unfortunately we should be compelled 
to that calamity. 


♦ See Appendix. 
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No \XI 

f)vm Mr «/mAu tr rAA<* Sttrctfry it ike Gtrmmfnt ^ Mtirts 

CthJolj- 1798. 

Mcmomndnm for Gcncrol Xloms, m consequence of bis late 
conversation upon the possibibty of an early rupture with 
Tippoo Sultaun, 

That JL Malartic s Proclamation is genuine I have no 
doubt bccauio it Is a termination perfectly consistent with 
an intrigue which, from rcapectablp intclbgcnce at the tune, 
there was reason to hohovo on foot previons to the departure 
of his ambassadors for the Mauritius but whether we 
should take measures at this penod for pumshmg or prevent 
mg the effect of this nc^dation, is the most momentous 
question which can bo proposed in this place Upon thu 
question it Is certainly my duty to state my ideas but the 
shortnoas of tune does not admit of any arrangement 
As all questions of national war shcmld I snppose be de^ 
termhied by the nabonol interest, it is natural to advert to 
the state m which India was placed by the Treaty of Sermg 
apatam, because that state was considered at the tune we ha d 
the means of changing it as most adrantageoas to the Bn 
tish interests. The pnnaple of our pobey then was, the pre- 
servation of Tippoo os a Power of India and the balance 
between him the Mnhrattas and the Nisara by onr supenor 
influence and force Whether this pruraple has been super 
seded by other notions in Europe I know not bnt whether 
any attempt can now be made to mtroduce a new order of 
things without a greater danger of enl than a chance of good 
I doubt 

Tippoo if he has not advanced in actual strength has 
certainly the vantage ground the three other Powers have 
certamly receded firom the condition they were m at the 
Treaty of Senngapatam- The shock which the balance be- 
tween the Nixam and the Mobrattas sustained from the war 
fare that was allowed to terminate in the Treaty of Kiudlah 
has driven bun from his position and the distractions which 
have imee prevailed at Poonah mcapaatate them from hold 
mg their ordinary sphere while the force of the English is 
checked and retard^ by the pressure of the French war 
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In the discussions ^\llich took place upon the political state 
of India, lien the expedition against Manilla was under con- 
templation, it was, I hche\e, acknowledged that the confusion 
at that tune in the Mahratta empire was such as to lendei 
any exertion of thcii strength impiobahle, or at least not 
formidable. The subsequent confinement of Nana Fuinavecs, 
the eccentric irregularity of young Scindia, and the want of 
power in the Peishwa, certainly coiioborated that notion, 
which, if It then left us little to apprehend from their enmity, 
con now gi\c us little to expect from their fiicndship. The 
only respectable part of the Nizam’s force is under the un- 
controlled command of the Fiench paity that influence has 
increased, and whether our inertion during the contest be- 
tween his Highness and the Mahrattas may ha\e alienated 
the disposition which his nnnisteis once manifested towards 
ours, whether it is the natural consequence of a pi evading 
interest inimical to us, we liaie much reason, fioin Captain 
Kirkpatrick’s late coirespondence, to apprehend that our 
weight at H 3 deiabad is not great The Nizam’s in egular 
troops proved,, during the last war, one of oui serious impe- 
diments his efliicient foice could hai dly be employed, cer- 
tainly not trusted, under the command of Perron In respect 
to oursebes, a very large proportion of the coast army is 
detached, our means of resource curtailed by the war in 
Europe, and our credit in this country, at least upon this 
coast, bankrupt. If, therefore, w'lth all the advantages we 
possessed in the year 1790, with the hearty and effectual 
co-operation of the Mahrattas, and with the friendship of the 
Nizam, our operations against Tippoo w^ere not made suc- 
cessful without the greatest drfficidty, I am fearful that, 
under the general change of circumstances which I have men- 
tioned, and which I beheve to be correct, an attack upon him 
now is more likely to end in discomfiture than victory. 

But let us descend to more particular considerations. Al- 
though we have every reason to be satisfied that Tippoo’s 
army has been kept in a state efficient and prepared to meet 
the events, which there might be reason to expect from the 
general appearance of convulsion throughout India, yet in 
the same discussions on the subject of the Manilla expedi- 
tion, both Sir J Shore and Lord Hobait were of opinion 
that he was not likely to hazard a rupture without a very 
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large reinforcement from the French Whatcrer may be the 
object of Tippoo I cmbcMy to tlio ManntJu*, or whatever 
may bo the event of it in i2uropc, the late mtclligcnco from 
(ho lalands, which Icavet ua no room to doubt that the mili- 
tary have been sent to rnmeo and the French marine dis- 
poned, satisiics me tlmt no immediate cooperation con take 
place, and consequently, tlmt no rupture is to bo appre- 
hended bat by our own provocation. 

Tills argument I urge in the perfect conviction that dormg 
this imprcccdcntcd contest in Europe, peace in India is ro- 
dispcntably necessary, and that it ought not to be naked 
without the prospect of positive advantage. If however, it 
should be argued, that this very conjunction of drcumstances 
which I have mentioned, should impel us to make an imme- 
diate effort against Tippoo, I answer that all our former 
united and unexampled oxerdonB were made agauist Tippoo 
single and unsupported by the French i bnt single and un- 
supported os ho was, except by the natural obstacles which 
oppose our progress, the exerbons of the albes were only 
succetsfoL For this I refer to the chance by which Banga- 
lore fell, to the condition of Lord Comwalhss army before 
the junction of the Mahrattas, m May 1791, to the difficulty 
with which the battcruig tram was advanced to Senngapatam 
m the second campaign to the condition of the Bombay 
array and to the state m which our own army retonied after 
the conclusion of peace. "With the war well advanced with 
our preparations and arrangements on foot for twelve months 
bafore, and with such a combined alliance as may be now 
despaired of it still cost Lord Cornwallis two campaigns 
before he could besiege Senngapatam, 

From the ratngues at Senngspatam and the consequent 
embassy to the Isle of France I have no doubt that the 
French emissaries were employed in persuading Tippoo to 
hostOihes with us under promises of immediate assistance. 
This the Sultan appears to have considered rasuffiaent 
ground to provoke a wax bnt If ho should be provoked to 
war by us I conceive there would be a material difference of 
circranstances for though the French might find great dif 
ficulty m persuading hnn to war fitim the great difficulty of 
fiirmshing the force he requires yet if he should be abso 
lately plunged mto a war they would find it easily practicable 
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Jn ro'-pcct both to the M.nhr.Ut.'ib and the Ni/nin, I think 
there lb no rcaconnhle ground (o c\j)ocl efiectu.d .ihbistance 
from either until ne blumlil rtrike bome sigiml blow Neither 
of them were liearty in the c.uibc tlininp the last nar before 
the fall of Pangalore 

Not to tin ell upon tlie pob'^ihle predicament in nhicli vve 
bliould he placed h} a refusal of the allies to cvecutc their 
engagement^, let us look to our own me.ins of equipping a 
force sunicieiit to support a rcmon>'tiancc toTijipoo upon Ins 
embassy to M Malartic. It must never he foi gotten that 



70 


wn JOSIAS WEDDrS MnWORANDUM 


July 


the army under General Medows In the month of November, 
1790, conauted of about 5,600 European and 18,400 native 
teaxoned men, and that even tlili army was augmented by 
troops from Bengal before it marched against Bangalore By 
the returns you have now received, a body of about 14,000 
men can be drawm together, including Lascars and pioneers} 
a force so inadequate to an oOensive war, that you could not 
venture to quit tho Carnatic, From Ceylon you could draw 
no rcuiforccmcnts , but, on tho contrary, might bo called upon 
to incrcaio the force on that island In tlie event of our army 
invading the Mysore country Tho whole reinforcement must 
bo sent from Bengal of what extent it could bo we have no 
means of judging but it is obvious that it must be so laige 
tts to place its omviJ here at a very remote distance. The 
superiority of Tippoo in cavalry and tho greater rapidity 
with which he moves, would render it impracticable to 
proceed to the attach of Senngapatom without estabUshmg 
a lyitcmatic chain of posts for dep5u of stores and prori 
sioni That he bos endeavoured to frustrate this is evident 
from his pobey m the destmebon of Otsoor and Bangalore 
and m malang Senngapatara bis only or principal fortification. 
By the former it is his mtenbon to increase the difiBcnlty of 
OUT approach by lengtbenmg the Ime of our operation, and 
by the latter to oppose such impediments as to moke the cap- 
ture of Sermgapatam impracticable in the course of one cam- 
paign- The Caureryperram pass IS yet unexplored bntlnn- 
derttand that the route from thence to Sermgapatam hes 
throngb a barren country so much interspersed with jungle 
as to be extremely adverse to the march of an army The 
Gugulhelts pass is no longer thongfat of As nothmg there- 
fore short of the capture of Seringapatam can justly bo con- 
sidered os striking an effectual blow against Tippoo the 
achievement of any immediate success appears to roe to be 
utterly impracticable 

This idea, then of striking an nnmediate blow being aban- 
doned, let us look to the slow and regular eqmpment of an 
army for the mvanon of Mysore, The different corps could 
I believe, be assembled at Walajabbad in about two months 
from the tune of their bemg ordered to march The eqmp- 
ment of bullocks for the army, with its tram of field artillery 
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could not, according to my estimation, be accomplished before 
the month of Januaiy; but in respect to n train of batteiing 
guns, sufficient for the siege of Senngapatam, I can form no 
notion , noi do I believe Mr. Cockburn can, of the time when 
it could be furnished with cattle. This period of the season 
(January) is, by the experience of Lord Cornwallis’s cam- 
paign, too late for the establishment of a depot tit Bangalore 
and the siege of Senngapatam in the same season ; for 
though we should be able to put Bangaloie in a state to admit 
of its becoming a depot, we could not avoid being overtaken 
at Senngapatam by the monsoon, mIucIi sets m in May 
Hence the necessity of a second season, and probably of a 
second equipment of bullocks, before an efficient aimy could 
invest Seringapatam. Supposing it however there, and 
joined by the Bombay army (the difficulty of which it is here 
unnecessary to consider), I doubt whether tlieie are any well- 
grounded expectations that they could feed themselves. The 
experience of Loid Cornwallis’s aimy proves that we were 
unable to supply ourselves, oi to open our lear for the 
admission of Brinjaries until we had been joined by the 
Mahiatta aimj^, and the whole country embraced. 

At present there is no gram at Arnee oi Vellor, and I be- 
heve no considerable quantity could be stoied in the forts of 
the Bara-Mahal before the hai vests of November The 
vessels which bring grain from the northern ports and fiom 
Bengal do not ariive heie before the months of September 
and Octobei 

Upon the whole there are sufficient grounds for concluding 
that the whole of the coast aimy which could be assembled 
would be incapable of offensive operations, and that they 
could not be put m motion before the month of January 
How fai, and at what period, they may be in a condition to 
make a seiious attack upon Tippoo must depend upon the 
extent and time of lemforcements from Bengal, and as 
nothing of consequence could be undei taken without them, 
the time of our making any serious impression must be pro- 
portionably delayed. 

Meanwhde the movement of our troops and mihtary pre- 
parations could not escape the vigilance of Tippoo his re- 
sources are always more prompt than our own, and, as great 
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part of hifl army is said to bo in a state of field oqmprocnt, 
our attempt to stnko a blow at hun is bkely to produce on 
invasion of tbc Camatio before wo arc in a situation to resist 
him; for, os Tippoo can, in my opinion, bare nothing to 
apprehend from the hlahrattas, his whole attention wiD be 
directed to us. A comparison between his own and bis 
father 8 wars, with the bite experience of his own misfortunes, 
has taught him that our strength depends upon our snpphee. 
The crops of the Bara hlahol would he his first object; and 
the consequences of such a poh^, which ho has manifested 
by tho doraohtion of Bangalore and Ossoor, might fix the 
WOT m tho Camnbe, untfl by tho consumption of our sup- 
plies and the failarc of our resources, we should be com 
polled to accept his terms of peace. 

When the war of 1700 begun, the funded debt of this 
Presidency was 17 locks of pagodas, the Company s credit 
liigh, and tho rate ofinterest low Very large snbscnptiong 
were in consequence made within the course of a few days to 
a 12 per cent loan , Urge supphes of dollars brought hither m 
the Canton ships, and intended forthe China mrestznent, were 
converted to tho purposes of the war and immense remit 
tanccs were made from Bengal, as well m specie as by HTla 
At present the funded debt of this Presidency is 51 lacks of 
pagtxlas } the Company s credit so low that their eight per 
cent paper bears a discount of 18 and 20 per cent and the 
scarcity of money so great that their 12 per cent bonds do 
not pass but at a discount of 4 per cent Every mode has 
been tried without effect to raise money at this Presidency i 
our only means of supply is from Bengak The bills which 
we have m consequence been long compelled to substitute 
for ready money payments have overstocked the market wid 
consequently pass at a discount After repeated and urgent 
appUcabons for money we have been disappointed for want 
of funds m Bengal; and at this very moment when the ex 
penses of the mihtary establishment for the ensuing months 
cannot he provided for without specie from thence the only 
pnm which we can confidently expect is as I imderstand, 
nninatenal m companion with our wanta. 

The defiat m present resources of this govemraent is 
at least 18 lacks of pagodas, the expense of an army of 
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14,000 men in the field is, pag® ^ , and the expense of 

pioviding caniage foi them, pag® 84,700 per month. 

Nothing can he more urgent than our representations to 
Bengal upon the state of our finances, except the necessities 
Tihich produced them. It is a fact, that inthout assistance 
in money fiom thence, our military expenses, upon the peace 
establishment, cannot be provided for beyond the month of 
September. I am afraid, therefore, that far from being in a 
state to equip an army for the field, "we shall scarcely have 
the means of marching the difieient corps to Walajahbad, 
while the state of the tieasury lenders it utterly impracticable 
to make any suitable advance for draft and^cainage cattle 

I have not studied to exaggerate any part of this memo- 
randum, but seeing that oui resources have, by the mere 
operation of the war in Europe, been reduced to a state of 
the greatest embarrassment, and ha^^ng no hope of effectual 
relief but in peace, I can anticipate none but the most baneful 
consequences from a war ivith Tippoo. If this wai is to be 
a vindication of our national rights, it is clear that we cannot 
undertake it in less than six months , and this delay, with a 
reference to our national mterests, may probably admit of its 
bemg postponed till we attain sufficient strength to prosecute 
it with vigour. But if war is mevitable, and the piesent are 
judged the most advantageous circumstances under which it 
can commence, I feai^that our situation is bad beyond the 
hope of remedy. 

This memorandum only reaches to that peiiod at which 
your military inquiries commence, they will require no less 
serious reflection, and must occupy the thoughts of those 
who are to duect as well as of those who are to execute the 
operations of the war For myself, I ought to apologize for 
the freedom of these opinions, hut the desultory manner in 
which they are stated, will acquit me of all piemeditated 
intention to give^ ofience, and tune does not admit of any 
amendment. 

J. Webbe. 


* Blank in the original 
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No XXII 

Tie I>H 0/ to tho Right Hon Henry Dtatdnx tfo tfo 

Mr DEAR Sir, FortMTUiani JalyC 1798 

Letter, No 6, ditpatclicd orerland, I tranamittcd 
to you a copy of the Proclamation itsned by the Governor of 
the Isle of France, so long ago as the month of February 
hut* The first appearance of thu Proclamation at Calcutta 
waa in a nowspnpor of tlic 8th Juno, and the apparent mt 
pudcncc and rashness of divulguig to the ^orid the muttri* 
winch the Proclamation contains, induced me to doubt Its 
authenticity, until within a few days of the date of my last 
despatch to you when I received authenbe copies of the 
Proclnmabon from Lord Macartney and from Sir Hugh 
Clmstian at the Cape Even in the state of uncertainty 
which preceded the receipt of the despatch from the Cape, 

I thought it advisable, by a pnvate letter dated 9th June, 
to call the attenbon of the Governor of Fort St George to 
the poesibdity of my being compelled to assemble the army 
upon the coast at an early period 

Since that time I have received informabon, the correct 
ness of which being corroborated from vanous quarters ena 
blea me to state the nature and circmnstances of Tippoo s 
late conduct m a connected form. 

Tippoo dispatched two Ambassadors to the Isle ofFrance, 
who arrived at that island at the close of the month of 
January, hoisted Tippoo s colours upon entering the harbonr 
of Port Nord Ooest, were received publicly by the French 
Government with every mark of distincUon, and entertained 
at the puhhe expense durmg their contmuance m the island. 
Previoxu to their arrival, no idea existed m the island of the 
probability of a war between Tippoo and the Company nor 
the least rumour of an intended levy of men to bo made for 
Tippoo m that quarter 

The Proclamabon issued two days after the arrival of the 
Ambassadors was assiduously circulated through the town of 
Port Nord Quest, and publicly distributed at the house 
mhabited by the Ambassadors, One of the Ambassadors 
spoke the French language, and they were accompanied by 
a person m the Turkish dress who spoke French and Engbsh 


See Appendix. 
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with uncommon correctness and fluency, and also appeared 
to be master of most of the country languages. This pei son 
had been known at Bussoiah under tlie name of Abdoolah, 
at Surat under tliat of Dervish, and at the Mauritius passed 
under that of Talamas , he appeared to answer the descrip- 
tion of one of the Agents of France mentioned by Mr. W^ick- 
liam. Tlie Ambassadois open!}' and on every public occa- 
sion avowed the pi opositions contained in the Proclamation , 
and Talamas’s conveisation, though inthmoie appearance of 
caution and mysteiy, corresponded in substance with theirs. 

An universal behef prevailed m the Isle of Fi ance, subse- 
quent to the arrival of the Ambassadois, that Tippoo would 
make an immediate attack on the British possessions m India, 
but the temerity of his design was the subject of general 
ridicule 

You will observe in the Proclamation a direct reference 
made to the powers of the Ambassadors with respect to 
setthng the pay and final discharge of the recruits to be 
raised. The Ambassadors publicly acted under this refer- 
ence, and concluded engagements with the recruits m the 
name of Tippoo. Propositions were also made to a laige 
body of the regular troops of France to enter into the service 
of Tippoo. This was rejected, and these troops some time 
afterwards weie embarked for Fi ance,"" in consequence of the 
disturbances which prevailed in the island. But notwith- 
standing the rejection of the proposition made to the mam 
body of the French force in the island, one hundred officers 
(few of much experience or skill) and fifty privates of the 
lowest class of the democratic rabble of the island, were 
actually inlisted under the Proclamation. With this foice 
the Ambassadors embarked on the 7th March, under eveiy 
pubhc honour from the Government, on board the French 
frigate, La Preneuse, declarmg an mtention of proceedmg to 
the Island of Bouibon for the purpose of obtaimng addi- 
tional levies of men The force so raised has since been 
landed at Mangalore, about the middle of April Accounts 
vary with respect to their number, but the most probable 
intelligence is, that it does not exceed two hundred What- 
ever may be its amount, the whole force has been received 


♦ Batavia was their subsequent destination 
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into Tippooi icrrico -with public marks of faTour and 
honour 

But whatever conitruction may be put upon the policy of 
hL Malartic In this extraordinary measure, the intentions of 
Tlppoo Sultan admit of no question He has entered mto 
offcnsiYO and defensive engagements witli the French col 
lected a force under those engagements, suffered tliat force 
to land m his country, admitted it into his service, and 
declared puhhcly through his Ambassadors that his pre- 
parations of war are complete, and that tlicir object Is the 
entire subversion of the British empire m India. 

That he has not yet obtained a force equal to the mngm- 
tudo of his design Is a fortunate circumstance for opr mterests, 
but no justification of his aggression. The rashness imhe- 
cihty and consequent fli success of his counefls can never be 
admitted to palliate the unqualified bostflity of hia actions ; 
and on every prtnaple of pubhc Aath and of the law of 
nations it cannot be demed that he has violated the mbsist- 
ing treaties between lum and the Cotnpanv and that his pro- 
ceedings have been equivalent to a declaration of war 

Under such ctreumstanees It became not only my right 
but my duty to take advantage of the moment of his acfaial 
weaVnets, and to stnke an nmnediaU blow against his pot 
seasions for the purpose of frustrating his preparations for 
war before he could receive the Eucecrars which it appears 
by the Prodamation he had demanded from the Executive 
Directory of France, as well as from the GoTemment of 
Mauritius. 

The objects which appeared to me the most desirable as 
well as the most easily attainable, were first, to seise the 
whole mantnne territory remaining m his possession below 
the Ghauts, on the coast of Malabar m order to preclude 
>iim from all further commanlcation by sea whh his French 
wTIipjl Secondly, by marchrag the army fium the coast 
directly upon his capital, to compel hnn to purchase peace 
by a formal cession of the territory seised on the coast of 
Malabar 

Thirdly, to compel him to defiray our whole expense m the 
war and thus to secure the double advantage of mdomnify 
mg us for the expense occasioned by his aggression and of 
reduemg his resources with a view to our fUture security 
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Fourthly, to compel him to admit permanent residents at 
his court from us and from our allies, a measure which would 
enable us at all times to check his operations, and to coun- 
teract the intricacies of liis treacher3\ 

Fifthly, to make the expulsion of all the natives of France 
now in his scxnce, and the perpetual exclusion of all French- 
men, both from his army and from his dominions, conditions 
of any treaty of peace v ith him. 

Every motive of justice and policy appeared, and still 
appears, to me to demand the adoption of this or of some 
similar plan for reducing the power of Tippoo to such a 
condition as shall render him unable to a%ail himself of the 
solicited assistance of France, or of any other collateial aid 
which the course of future circumstances may offer to him, 
foi the piosecution of his declared design of expelling the 
British nation from India.*' The measui e is not less neces- 
sary foi the purpose of applying a seasonable check to the 
rising influence of France m India 

The present state of our army m the opinion t)f all military 
men, leaves no doubt of the ultimate success of the plan 
which I have stated ; and if its speedy accomplishment had 
appeared to me as certain as its ultimate success, I should 
not have hesitated one moment m ordeimg the movement of 
the troops for that purpose. But upon consulting the per- 
sons most conversant with military detads, I found that the 
actual state of the frontier fortifications of the Carnatic, of 
the uain of artillery, and of the stores of gram and other 
provisions, was such, as not to admit of any sudden move- 
ment of a large force, although it appeared certain that such 
a force might he collected within a very short space of time. 
I also found that the expense of makmg the necessary pre- 
paiations would he very heavy, and that the result was hkely 
to lead to a protracted and expensive, although, accordmg to 
every opinion, a successful war 

The present reduced state of the courts at Poonah and 
Hyderabad admitted no hope of immediate assistance from 
either of those powers, and the embarrassment of our finances, 
which had so lately engaged my most serious attention, now 
pressed with accumulated weight upon my mind. Under 


• This Avas the lan/piage of Tippoo’s circular to the Princes of India 
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oU tbcie ctrcunuUmcet, 1 felt with the utmost degree of pain 
and regret, that the moment was nnfaroamble to the adop- 
tion of tbo only measure which promUcj cfTectiml and per 
monent accunty to the temtorioa committed to my charge, 
and that anch a step was absolutely impracticable without a 
considcmblo reduction of the commercial investment, Attended 
by all the destructivo consequences which such a blow must 
produce upon tho trade of the Company, upon their pcco 
niary afTarrs at home, upon the welfare of their subjects in 
India, and flnall}, upon tho gcneml situation of tho pubhe 
revermo and credit of Great Bntaim I was also aware of the 
evil effects which the mere fact of a war breaking out m this 
quarter might produce In England, under all the mmety and 
prcBsuro of tlic present momcnL 

These reflections led me to the detcrminabon of relin- 
quishing tho idea of making on unroediate attack upon the 
possessions ofTippoof bat I sbll felt that our reputation 
and honour, as well as our future secunty, demanded that I 
should not sdffer his late proceedings to pass without notice 
and I om persuaded that you will agree with me that our 
tacit submission under an msuU and u^ury of so offensive 
and aggravated a nature, would greatly elevate the credit 
and hopes of Tippoo and of France, and occasion a proper 
bonate depression of our influence and connderabon m the 
eyes of our alhes and of all the Nabve Powers of India. 
On the other band the result of his embsissy having only 
served to expose his treachery, and the weakDess of the 
enemy m this part of the world a remoustrance of a firm hut 
temperate spint wiH ha soffiaent to satisfy our hoDOur and 
to convince the Nabve Power* that our moderation alone 
induces us to abstam from that more ngorous course of 
which hiB conduct would fumub the ample justification, and 
of which our strength insures the certam success, I have 
therefore called upon Tippoo -to make a pubhe disavowal of 
the proceedmgi of his Ambassadors} to declare distmctty 
the nature of his mtentious towards us and our alhes, and 
parbcularly to explain, without disguise, the destumbon of 
the force raised m the Isle of Fnmce, and lately landed at 
Mangalore. 

I have communicated tho Proclamabon m qaestron toge- 
ther with a statement of all the carcumitances attending the 
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transaction, to the courts of Poonali and H) dcrabad , and I 
)ia>cclanncd their concurrence in the lepresentation to be 
made to Tippoo, and the co-operation of their respectn e foi ces 
in the e\cnt of Tippoo’s refusing to listen to tlie joint lemon- 
strance of the allies, and of his compelling us to resoi t to 
arms 

The experience of Tippoo’s recent conduct evidently pioves 
that we ma\ be decci\cd, if \\c found our calculation of his 
moicmcnts upon the ordinary principles of piudence and 
discretion. It is therefore possible that he may leject our 
moderate requisition, and suddenly involve us m a war. 

I haie therefore thought it prudent to direct the army to be 
assembled upon the coast of Coromandel, and similar mea- 
sures of preparation to be taken at Bombay, but with no 
intention of employing any part of the force in active opera- 
tions, unless Tippoo should either refuse to make the required 
explanation, or should at once commence war agamst our 
possessions The nature of the present crisis appears, how- 
ever, both to demand and to favour the execution of further 
measures of precaution, -nhich will afford additional security 
to us in the c^ent of war, and which may contribute to aveit 
that calamity'. 

In my Letters, Nos. 1 & dispatched by Admiral Pringle 
from the Cape of Good Hope, I submitted to you my appre- 
hensions ndth respect to the dechning state of our alliances 
in India, to the imfavourable change wluch had taken place 
in the relative situations of the several states of India with 
reference to our interests; and above all, I warned you of 
the growing influence of France in the armies and coimcils of 
the Native Powers I now feel the full weight of the evil 
which I then anticipated. With a due confidence in the 
single strength of our own arms, we must acknowledge that, 
without the co-operation of the Mahrattas and the Nizam, 
and particularly of the latter, at least to the extent of faci- 
htatmg our convoys of provisions and stores, a protracted 
campaign in Mysoor would be attended with great difficulty, 
if not with danger The situation of the courts of Poopah 
and Hyderabad is become much more alarmmg than I stated 
it to be m my letters from the Cape. If Tippoo were to 
attack us in the present moment, we could derive no assist- 
ance whatevei, either from the Nizam or from the Peishwa , 
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both tIio»c power*, In their actual condition, being utterly 
dliquolificd from fulfilling their defenairo engagement* with 
u*. Scmdioh, who, with the greater part of hi* army, 
been for a long time in the neighbourhood of Poowih, ha* 
imprisoned Nana rumareac, ha* usurped the whole autho- 
nty of the Pciahwa, Icanng however hi* peraon at hberty, 
and at the aarao lime ha* tlircatcncd the dominion* of tho 
Nuam 

In the meanwhile the French army otHyderabad ha* been 
augmented to the number of 14 000 men } and although the 
death of iVl. Raymond, and the resumption of the Jaghire 
granted for the marntensneo of tho army, have to a certain 
degree reduced the political power of this faction, yet the 
command havmg been conferred on another Fronchman nnfl 
the number of tho corpa greatly increased and its discipline 
considomble Improved, tho French party at Hyderabad can- 
not be said to bo in any degree less formidable to the indc 
pendonco of tboNixam or to our interests then I represented 
it to be in my letters from the Cape ; and I ieam by letters 
received this day from the Resident at Hyderabad, that since 
M. Perron has taken the command, number* of French 
officer* hate been added to i^ and more are expected al 
though the routes bv which they are introduced mto the 
Deccan are as yet unknown- The danger to be apprehended 
from this party is much aggravated by two circumstance* 
which have recently happened the one that Scmdiah has 
placed the corps lately commanded by M- De Boigne m the 
hands of a FrenehiaAny tho other, that Tippoo Sultan (who 
was supposed to have been apprenhensive of the growth of 
a Fren^ faction at Sermgapatnm) ha* mamfeated a disposi- 
tion to admit French officer* and privates to an nnlimited 
extent mto his service. It u probable the expectation of 
crushing the Nisam and the Peisbwa, by a co-operation with 
the French officers m the anmee of the Nixani and Scmdiah, 
as well as the hope of founding upon the nuns of the Courts 
of Poonah and Hyderabad an influence which might rival if 
not destroy the British power, may have reconciled Tippoo 
to the perilous experiment of cultivating French pnnaple* m 
an Asiatic court A gun ul Omra, the Nuam s minister is 
flillv aware of the preeent danger of the Nizams dommioni 
exposed to the attack of Scmdiah on the one iide and to 
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the intrigues of the French faction on the other, and he has 
repeatedly applied for an mciease of the British detachment 
serving with the Nizam, promising that oui agieement to that 
increase shall he immediately followed by the dismission of 
the whole of Perron’s corps. A common apprehension of the 
designs of Scmdiah has produced an union of inteiests be- 
tween the Courts of Hj’^derabad and Poonah , and negotiations 
have been in agitation, with a view to their mutual security 
against that danger which threatens equal destruction to 
both. On the other hand, the Peishwa has expressed his 
desne to enter into new engagements with us, and the Resi- 
dent at Poonah has declared that if, under the ciicumstances 
of Tippoo’s preparations, it were thought advisable to send 
a British detachment to Poonah, Scindiah could not on any 
just ground object to such a movement, and that the mete 
presence of a British force would effectually restore the power 
and authority of the Peishwa. There can be no doubt that 
the inefficient state of oui alhances has been one mam ground 
of Tippoo’s late proceedings, and this cncumstance may ac- 
count in some degree for the audacious and confident spirit 
which marks the character of those measures In the pre- 
sent posture of affairs, the position of Scindiah’s aimy 
operates as an effectual check upon the motions of both our 
Allies, and prevents eithei from affordmg us the assistance to 
which we are entitled by treaty. Thus Scmdiah in reahty 
renders the most useful service to Tippoo, and frustrates the 
whole object of our defensive alliance , m the meanwhile dis- 
sensions have broken out m the army of Scmdiah, whose 
\iolence, impetuosity, and injustice have disgusted all the 
ancient connections of his family. His dommions upon the 
north-western frontier of India aie m a state approaching to 
general revolt , and, although in the present weakness of the 
internal governments of the Nizam and the Peishwa, Scm- 
diah is viewed with teiror by both, there is no doubt that he 
is not in a condition to oppose any measures which we might 
thmk necessary to take for lestormg the consideration and 
strength of eithei , and it is moie than piohable that the 
result of such measuies would he to restrain his projects of 
aggiandizement and ambition, and to induce him to leturn 
peaceably into his own dominions In this conjuncture, theie- 
fore, neithei the Nizam noi the Peishwa aie likely to view 
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with any jcnlouiy the asiielance which wc might chute to 
afiord to either, while any oppontion to tuch an arrangement 
on the part of Scindlah would be wholly unjuibftable and 
ineffectual The enlargement of our tubaidiary arrangementi 
with the Nuam, and the conclusion of inmlar engagement* 
with the Pcishwa under timilar rcatnctions, confined to the 
case of defence ngainat TIppoo, would have been justifiable 
mcaiurcs under any circmastancea, but the aggression of 
Tippoo place* the oTrangement on the most impregnable 
grounds of justice with respect to Scindioh or any other 
Power, while the ncadental coincidence of the Interests of the 
Pcishwa and of the Niiom ofTords a reasonable expectation 
of success 

Under all these arcumitancca I have thought it admable 
to giro to the Residents at Poonab and Hyderabad a power 
of requiring a body of troops from Bombay and from Madras 
directing that the dismission of the French army at Hydera 
bad should he a necessary condition of the mcrease of the 
Bntish detachment at the Kisom s court, and connectmg the 
whole arrangement with various advantages which we may 
hope to secure by a new system of treaty, both with the 
Niaam and with the Peishwa. And I have fiirfher ordered 
that no step towards a now arrangement should be taken at 
either Court without the previous consent and approbation 
of the other and without their mntnal acceptance of my 
arbitration for the final adjustment of all subsisting dif 
fcronces between them. 

It was necessary on this occasion to instruct the Resident 
Qt Hyderabad with respect to the succession to the Nisams 
throne m the event of his death. As the Nizam has lately 
admitted Sccunder Jah hii eldest son, to the personal eier 
ose of certain acts of sovereignty which a dmis sion is deemed 
at that Court a mtual nomination to the luccetiion as 
Seennder Jah is a fhend to the British mterests, and as none 
of the younger sons can reach the throne by any other means 
than by the asnstance of the French and Tippoo (with whom 
they are mtnnately connected,) and by the total destruction 
of our influence, I have directed the Resident to support the 
nght of Seconder Jah The detail of the pnnaples of this 
decision will be forwarded to you by the next despatch. 

Overture* of the most fncndly nature have been made to 
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this Government by the Rajah of Berar, who has entered 
into engagements with the Nizam for the purpose of restram- 
ing the ambition of Scmdiah ; without deciding at present how 
far it may he advisable to cultivate a closer connection with 
the Rajah of Berar, it is my intention to send an Ambassador 
to his Court, with the double view of ascertainmg his pre- 
cise objects, and of checking the motions of Scmdiah, who 
will take alarm whenever the news shall reach him of any 
intei course being estabhshed between this Government and 
the Rajah of Berar. 

I have lately received a lettei from Zemaun Shah, contain- 
ing a declaration of his intention to invade Hmdostan, and a 
peremptory demand of the assistance of the Nabob Vizier 
and of mme, for the purpose of delivering Shah Aulum 
from the hands of the Mahrattas, of restoring him to the 
throne of Delhi, and of expelling the Mahrattas from their 
acquisitions on the north-western frontier of India It is 
very difficult to foinn a conjecture with respect to the proba- 
bility of Zemaun Shah’s being able to execute his lomantic 
design That he entei tarns such a design is unquestionable , 
and whatever may be the result, it is prudent to be on our 
guard, and in the meanwhile to derive every collateral advan- 
tage from his declaration I have therefore transmitted the 
Shah’s letter to Scmdiah through the Resident at Poonah, 
with the view of suggestmg to Scindiah the possible danger 
of his hel editary dominions ; and I havejexpiessed my entire 
disapprobation of the ambitious projects of Zemaun Shall, 
and my disposition to enter into defensive engagements with 
Scindiah, for the purpose of frustratmg the threatened mva- 
sion, declaring to Scmdiah that, whenever he shall return 
into his own dommions, he wiH find the British Resident at 
his durbar prepared to conclude such a defensive ti’eaty, in 
which it is my wish to mclude all tlie AUies of the British 
Government 

I have also signified to Scmdiah, m the most amicable 
terms, my desiie to witness his prosperity "within the limits of 
his own dominions. As Scindiah must be perfectly awaie of 
the distuibed state of his dominions, and must know that we 
hold his fate in our hands, I have eveiy reason to hope that 
my endeavouis to restore our Allies to the poiver of fulfilhng 
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thctr cngtgctncnU iriUi us, -mH not bo delayed by any oppo- 
ellion from Iiim But feeling tbo great importance of pre- 
venting the dcstrucUon of tl^e poKcr of the PcUhwa and of 
the Niiara, whose dommions, in the event of Sandtaha 
success, would immediately be divided between ScindlaL, 
Tippoo, and the Trench, end whoto ruin would furnish tho 
molt solid foundation for the power of tlio latter I have 
directed tho Ilesidcnt at Poonah, if pacific reprcaentatioEa 
should be rejected by Sctnduh, to inform bun tliat the 
British force 'dll be employed for the protection and support 
of tlio authority of tho Pciahwa, and if ncceaiity should 
demand, tho employment of tho force for thoso purposes, I 
have authorised that measure provided m the opmion of tho 
comrnondmg officer of the detachment, tho force should be 
deemed adequate to tho service required I trust, however, 
that no such noceisity wiH ocenr, and that Sandiah s sense 
of bli ponlon* situation and real interest, added to the state 
of hia army and of bU dominions will induce hun to abandon 
hu project of onofliilatuig our allies ; and I therefore hope 
tlut in the course of a few months I shall have the ratiB- 
faction to find, that the result of these arrangerocnti will 
have produced a considerable check to the growing influence 
of the French in India, will have eflected the re-eitablishment 
of our albes m some degree of credit and efficiency and will 
have restored tho general balance of power upon the founds 
bona on which it stood at the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Seruignpatom. In any view, the effect of such a change in 
tho fkce of affairs must he favoarable to us it may mdoce 
Tippoo to postpone tho execution of his comprehensive plans 
of vengeance or if not, it will enable ui to fnistrate them 
with more facility and dispatch- 

A fbll detail of my communication with Tippoo, with 
Scmdiab and with the Courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, 
together with a more particular statement of the pnnciples 
upon which the whole arrangement is founded will be dis- 
patched overland by expreas to the Secret Committee m the 
course of a few days m the meanwhile I thought it would 
afford you satisfeeboo to receive by the earhest opportumty 
the general outhge of the system which I have deemed rt my 
duty to pursue. 
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Tippoo sliall possess the means of a ready inter- 
course with the French by sea, our possessions in India must 
for ever be exposed to alarm and danger, unless we aie 
always careful to maintain our preparations for war in such 
an ad's anced state, as will at any time afford us the facility 
of sudden and rapid movements of our military foice, I have 
therefore directed the government of Fort St Geoige to take 
immediate measures for placing in a respectable posture of 
defence such of the fiontier fortresses as Lord Cornwalhs 
directed to be maintained, and I have ordered that a piovi- 
sion of grain, sufficient for a large army in the field for three 
months, be constantly stored in these fortiesses, and that 
monthly returns of their state be forwarded to me. I have 
also ordered that a large tiain of artillery be immediately 
provided, and constantly kept in readiness for use m the 
field, either at Arnee or Velloie, and that periodical reports 
of the condition of this tiain of artillery be made to me. 
I propose that these two regulations, although they must be 
the source of considerable expense, should be peimanent, 
until some material alteration shall take place, either m the 
appearance of afiairs in Europe or m India. 

Having thus submitted to you the general view of the steps 
which I have taken for providing against the event of a war 
■with Tippoo, I should thmk myself guilty of a breach, both 
of public duty and of private friendship, if I withheld my 
conscientious opmion, that the interests of the Company m 
India can nevei be secui e while Tippoo Sultaun shall retam 
the ready means of intercourse by sea with the Fiench 
Government His remammg terntoiy on the coast of Malabar 
is his most powerful instrument of war , and in my decided 
judgment, it would be the most economical policy which 
could be adopted to seize the first just occasion of depriving 
him of so formidable an engine of hostility, even at the 
sacrifice of a temporary suspension of the mvestment, and of 
a considerable present expense Upon this important sub- 
ject I wish to receive your mstiuctions mthout delay If the 
war should continue in Europe, there is little doubt that the 
impetuosity of Tippoo will afford frequent justifiable oppor- 
tunities to this Government of reducing his power My -wish 
IS to know distmctly whethei the Company be prepared to 
encounter the temporary inconvenience which must be en- 
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duTcd before they can obtain permanent tccunty for tlieir 
posiesiions in India 

TIic orders of the Court of Dirccton, and the oplmona of 
this Go\‘cmracnt, have uniformly concuired m dedanng, that 
“ the landing of any considerable French force in Tippoos 
country must bo the signal for on attaeJe upon hhn.” 

I wish to know exactly, whctlicr the term " considorabk,*^ 
which I obtenre la constantly used, is to be construed as a 
limitation of ray discretion It oppears to me that the land 
lug of any French force m Tippoos country is a sufficient 
ground of war, upon every principle both of justice and of 
pobey ; but more ospccmlly, after the public declaratioD 
which he has mode of hi* designs againsl our possessions 
Any other construction will compel this Government to ro- 
mnln an inactive spectator of hia preparations for war in 
coiyunctiou with France, provided only that these prepara- 
tions be made gradually and that the French force be m- 
troduced into liis country lu small detoebmenta. 

The systematic mtroduction of French officers into the 
scPTico of all the Native Powers of India which Mr \Victham 
desenbes as the fixed policy of France, has been pursued 
with unrcnutting assiduity and exteimve success if Tippoo 
ahould at any time bo enabled to derive succour from Fran*^ 
his raoremonts might be seconded by the general co-operation 
of large bodies of Frendi adventurers who are known to 
nuuntoiu a concert m all parts Uf India. 

The destruction of the French army at Hyderabad would 
certainly operate as a considcfable check to the growth of 
this formidable evil the corps of Perron being the mainspring 
of all the designs of the French party m India. But the only 
effectual bamer ogtuut tlie irrapbon of France mto India 
would be our possession of the whole of Tippoos mantane 
temtory I am, See. 

MoENINOTOIf 

No xxm 

Gtnenl Htnii t9 rt# 

Ml Lord 6a. Wr 6 

At the irutuit of por clodng the pactot, a letter u amred 
from Mr Tonn wyinfi tint tho B^ah sgreai to the treaty 
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of 17.02. nntl to Mich ntlici aimiigcmcnts as may bo mutually 
^niireed u}u)n for the honour niul interest of bofli parties. 

Aflei tin*, (lie Knjali adverted to bis }out]i and inev- 
pciionce, to the difllculties he should June to encounter, and 
evpres'^ed n wmli for assistance for a Inne from the Honour- 
able Conip.in\, 

Mr. 7’oiin infonued the Kajah, that upon that subject, as 
no interfeiencc could take place but what vas foimally and 
o\pheitl\ specified In himself, he, Mr Torin vould post- 
pone the sub|cct for a fen da\s, as the Company would wish 
this application to spring from his full conviction of the 
benefit to be deincd fiom it 

Yours, faithfully, 

Gro. Harris 


No. XXIV. 

IJon Frederic Xorfh to the Earl of Morumg'ton 
j\Iy Dear Lord, Bombay, 7tli Julv, 1798 

Iha^e not as yet received any letteis from England, at 
nhich I am moie angry and afflicted than suipiized, as I 
know, and )oii ^nll find, that business in oui offices at home 
loses Its importance in proportion to its distance. I am, how- 
ever, much less uneasy than I could imagine I should be in 
a state at once so uncertain, so embarrassed, and so ridi- 
culous Goveinoi Duncan keeps me most hospitably m his 
house, and I find many objects of amusement in the languages 
and customs of the people here. How much more interest- 
ing must they be in j^our gieat capital, where so many men 
of learning and genius are employed in elucidating them. 
Mr Duncan tells me that the celebrated Captain Willford, 
now at Benaies, has prepared for the press a long and very 
learned dissertation on the knowledge which the Hindoos 
had of geogi’aphy, and that he proves from the Puranas that 
they had an mtimate acquaintance with Bi itestan or Britain, 
with the rivers Thames and Severn, and with the histoiy of the 
Island as given by Geoffery of Monmouth As Captain Will- 
ford IS extremely modest, and wants encouragement to pro- 
duce the fiuits of his labours, Mr. Duncan is afraid that the 
departure of Lord Teignmouth, who was his declared patron, 
may have reduced him to silence, but I took the liberty of 
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assuring him that such n man as Captain Willfortl, and such a 
production os his, \nU certainly be cncoumgcd and protected 
b} your Lordship 

Ti our raoit faithful and obedient humble Servant, 

FnEDERic North 


No XXV 

T%e 9/ Mtrnin^tn toJJ Kirhpstrkk {Undent 

ft I/ftfenlmL 
(Scent,) 

Sir, Fort Wblkm 8lh July 1798. 

I transmit to you an authentic copy of a Proclamation 
published by tlio Governor General of the Isle of France 
during the residence of trvo Ambassadors from Tippoo Sul- 
taun on that Island The ProclamaGon purports to bo a de- 
claration of certain propositions communicated to the French 
Government, in the name of Tippoo Sultaun, by hu Ambas- 
sadors then on the spot. 

It enumerates those propositions with a particularity of 
detail which would not Lave been basarded m the presence 
of the Ambassadors had it not corresponded with the sub- 
stance of the commumcatiotis made by them to the French 
Government. 

In addition to the arguments founded m the nature of 
the Proclamation, and m the facts of its pubhcation under 
the eyes of the Ambassadors, I am in possession of evidence 
which leaves no doubt upon my mind of the concurrence of 
the Ambassadors m every part of the Proclamation j and I 
cannot suppose that they would have ventured to exceed the 
limits of them instructions from Tippoo Sultaun m a matter 
of such serious importance as the conclusion of offensive and 
defensive engagements with the French Government. Under 
this Proclamation, 160 officers and pnvatea were actually 
raised m the Isle of France for the service of Tippoo and 
for the purposes avowed m the Proclamation and that force 
has since been landed at Mangalore and received mto Tip- 
poo B army with peculiar marks of honour and dJetmetion. 

4 Xhis arcumstance is suffiaent to prove that the pro- 
(jeedmgs of the Ambassadors have obtamed the sanction of 
them Sovereign, who has thus confirmed and avowed the pro- 
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positions mode through them to the cnemv, by a solemn, 
public, and personal act. IlaMiig tlius entered into an offen- 
cne and defonsne alh.ince uith the Frcncli Go^ eminent, 
li.ning collected, in con|nncfion uith that Gominment, a foice 
openU destined to act against the British possessions, liaMiig 
atoned, through his public Ambassadors, that he has actually 
m idc preparations of wai for the express pm pose of attempt- 
ill" the sub\ci^ion of the British po\scr m India, and liaMng 
declared that he only ^\alts the eflcctual assistance of France 
to piosccutc Ins design, Tippoo Sultaun has Molated the 
treaties of peace and friendship subsisting liehrecn him and 
the Allic^:. and has committed a direct act of hostility against 
the British Goi eminent in India. 

That he has jet obtained no formidable assistance fiom 
the enemy, is undoubtedly a fortunate circumstance for the 
British interests, but the temerity and consequent ill success 
of his councils, in no degree palliates tlie oflTensive natuie of 
an aggression so unprovoked, and of a violation of faith so 
public and undisguised It is not impi obable, that he may 
still expect to leccive a moie effectual succour from France, 
but there is every reason to hope, that anj'^ attempt to furnish 
him with assistance fiom that quartei, would be frustrated by 
the vigilance and superioi power of his Majesty’s fleets. 

It IS, however, difficult to asceitain the precise motives 
which may stimulate the violence of Ins temper to action , 
and his late embassy to the Isle of France is a sufficient 
proof, that revenge against the British Nation in India, is an 
object v\hich he is capable of pursuing with more zeal than 
discretion. 

Under such circumstances, it is prudent to he prepaied 
to repel the attack which he has openly menaced, and as our 
future security, our reputation, and our honor, demand that 
he should be reduced to the alternative, either of making 
such satisfaction to the alhes, as they may hereafter require 
for the injury which he has committed, or of risking another 
contest with the Biitish powei, it is advisable to arm for the 
purpose of supporting wbatevei requisition we may deem 
it necessary to make to him, when our respective prepara- 
tions shall be sufficiently advanced to enable us to act with 
effect 

The 10th and 13th articles of treaties of alliance be- 
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tween tljo Company, tlio Nitam, and the Peiahwa, pronde 
tlmt *‘if lippoo should moloit or attack either of the con- 
tracting parties, the others shall join to puniih him, the 
modes and conditions of which, shall be hereafter settled by 
the three contracting parties " 

I desire that jou will immediately communicate to Aum 
ul Oram in a formal manner the accompanying proclamation, 
and cicphun to him the oatnro of the propositions which it 
contains, you will also notify to hnn the landing of the 
French force at Mangalore, and declare to him In my name, 
tlmt I consider the who[o transaction as a violation of treaty 
and a direct act ofhostihty on the part ofTIppoo and that 
I claim the assistance and co-opemtion of the Niiam under 
the 10th Article of the Treaty of PaunguL You will how 
ever, add, that although I should feelmyself completely jusb 
fled in making on immediate attaSk upon the territory of 
Tippoo, my disposition to preserve the tranquillity of India, 
induces mo m the first instance to afford hnn on opportunity 
of rcstraumg the excess of bis violence, before it shall hare 
mvolvod him m the calamity of war 

With this new you wiU apply to Axun ul Omra to sig 
nify to the Klsom my wish that be should now express his 
disposition to concur with thoPcishwa and with me m mat 
ingn demand of satisfaction from Tippoo Sultaum The na 
ture and extent of the demand, as well as the tnne of making 
it to be licreafter concerted between the alhes« You will 
inform Axim ul Omra that a similar application has been 
made to the Pcishwa the Resident at Poonah will be di 
rected to commumcate to you the progress of his proceedings 
at that court under the mstnictionfl which he will have received 
from me. As soon as you shall have received from Poonah 
the notification of the Peishwas concurrence m the proposi- 
tions made to him on this part of the sohject, yon wiD send 
me immediate advice of it. 

If Tippoo Sultaun in the career of his ungovemahle 
passions, should refuse to make the satisfimtion which shall 
bedemanded of him by the alhcs hostahties will become m- 
entable and you will aignify to Axim ul Omra that I have 
already taken the necessary precaution of assembling the 
forces of the Company with a new to that event, entertaining 
no doubt that m such a contingeiH^ the Nixam will bo ready 
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to nflbrd to tlic common cause of the allies, the efTcctual co- 
operation of his force. 

Although I haAC thought it expedient to communicate 
1113* in<;tructions to jou in the foregoing order, I am sensible 
that their effectual execution amII he impracticable, unless 
some prcA ions measures he taken for restoring the indepen- 
dence of the Nirams government, by delivering it from the 
influence of the French party, and from the hostilities menaced 
b\ Scindiah, as well as from the danger of future attacks on 
the part of the Mahraltas. 

The present crisis demands a serious and dispassionate 
rcAiew of the relatne inteicsts of the powers united by treaty 
for the purpose of securing an effectual barrier against the 
inordinate ambition and implacable ica enge of Tippoo Sultaun 

It has been painful to ohserA'e that since the conclusion 
of the Treat}' of Seiingapatam, tAAO great blanches of the 
triple Alliance have been engaged in mutual contests, of 
Aihicli the result has terminated in theii mutual Aveakness ; 
whilst the common enemy has remained at rest, improved Ins 
resources, and increased his strength. The unfortunate ani- 
mosity between the Couits of Poonah and Hydeiabad, while 
it has tended to foment and aggravate the distractions in the 
former Court has contributed to reduce the latter to the lowest 
degree of weakness and humiliation. In the meanwhile the 
French faction at the Court at Hyderabad has groAvn to such 
a formidable degree of poAver, as to control on many serious 
occasions the councils of that state, and to menace an ascen- 
dant influence in the eventual succession to the throne of the 
Nizam. 

Although the death of Mons. Raymond, and the re- 
sumption of the Jaghire which had been granted to him, have 
ill some degree 1 educed the political influence of the French 
army at Hyderabad, it now forms the only efficient pait of 
the Nizam’s military strength ; its numbers have been lately 
increased , its discipline considerably improved and it pos- ' 
sesses sufficient activity and power to attempt and accomphsh 
objects of the most prejudicial nature to the independence of 
the Court of Hyderabad, to the common mterests of the Ni- 
zam and of the Peishwa, as well as to those of the British 
nation m India. In the event of a war with Mysore, there 
can be no doubt that the wishes and interests of this part of 
VOL. I. H 
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the NiinmB ormj mint ho fiiror/ihle to the cause of Tippoo 
Sultnun, more eijicdally under the actual circumitoncct of 
his having concluded an olhance with rmneo and having ad 
mittcil n body of French troopfl into his servico. If the 
French troops of the Niaam did not nlTord Tippoo open 
ossiitance, at least they could not be brought into the field 
against him without the utmost danger to the cause of the 
allies t nor could they be suflfered to remnra m tho Deccan 
during tho continuance of the contest, unless checked by the 
presence of an equally powerful force, which must m that 
case be diverted from tlie common objects of the war and 
must operate us a positive dinunution of our effective strength 
in tlie field 

It appears, however, nearly eertain that in the present 
Weak state of the Nixam s government, the French corps in 


Ills aerricc would openly jom Tippoo Sultaun and by a and 
den blow endeavour to seise the Nisams temtones, and to 
Secure them to tho dominion of France, under an alliance 
oficnsive and defensive with Tippoo Snltann. 

It IS scarcely necessary to observe that the success of 
such n design must be highly mjunous to the mtorests of the 
Court of Poonah, espeoally wbenjt is considered that it must 
be the idterest and inchnation of Scmdiah (who entertains n 
large body of infimtry in bis service under the command of a 
French officer) to engage with Tippoo Snltann and the French 
upon condlrions fatal to the existence of the Peishwas au 
thonty, and even of his office. The junction which might 
thus be effected between the French offleera with their 
rol corps in the respeedre services of the Ni^ of Scmdi^ 
and of Tippoo might establish the power of Fi^m and^dia 
upon the rum of the states of Poonah and of the Deccan 
TOe Court of Hyderabad therefore, m ita “ 

tr :/:hr= " r Peir.si'o'? 

^””y thalto afford usediil assistance to any branch of 
the triple slh^^ ,p,eh I 

“n a COPT yon win observe that I have mattucted 

iSSi tal^X-rconsideration and power as an 
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jcct intimalch connected with t!ic Peit-hwa’s own cniancijm- 
tion from the undue influence by wlncli lie is now oppicssed, 
;is well ns with Ins future sccuiit}’ ngainst the Molence of 
Tij^poo Suhniin, nnd of Scindiah. 

I refei 5 on to t)ic ‘^ainc lettei foi the particulais of my 
instructions to Colonel Palmer, and of the measures wliicli I 
li.ue authorised him to puisne for enabling the Peishwa to 
fulfil his engagements under the tuple alliance. 

1 am persuaded that the Azim ul Omra wdl at once 
perccnc the ad\antagcs which must result to the interest of 
the Niram from the restoration of the due authority of the 
Pcislnva, accompanied by the arrangements wdiich I haie 
proposed. Under those ariangements the powder of the 
Peishwa would operate ns a constant lestraint upon the mo- 
tions of Scindiah, of Tippoo, and of the French, who are 
equally the enemies of the Peishwa and of the Nizam, and 
who menace equal danger to the tranquillity and indepen- 
dence of both. 

Immediately upon recening this despatch you will com- 
municate to Azim ul Omra the whole of the pioposed ariange- 
ments with respect to the Courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, as 
detailed in this letter, and in that addressed to Colonel 
Palmer, and you wdl explain to him fully the piinciples upon 
which the arrangement is founded, the various objects which 
it embraces, the means by which it is to be carried into effect, 
and the ends which it is intended to accomplish, with i elation 
to the interests of all the parties concerned 

You will at the same time appiise him without disguise, 
that the execution of the whole and of every part of the plan 
must depend upon the mutual consent of the-Nizam and of 
the Peishw^a You will further express to Azim ul Omra 
that although I have viewed with great concern and anxiety 
the progress of the calamities which have disturbed the tian- 
qmlhty of the two courts, it is now a matter of cordial satis- 
faction to me to perceive that the lesult of those misfortunes 
promises an imion of sentiment between the Nizam and the 
Peishwa, and affords a prospect of re-estabhshing the triple 
alhance on its original basis You wdl also uige to Azim ul 
Omra the credit and honor which it would leflect on his ad- 
mmistration, if through his means the Nizam and the Peish- 
wa should be enabled to derive recipiocal advantage and 
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pcrtTjancnt sccunty from a state of confusion which appeared 
to tlircnlcn their common rum 
I relj upon jour ability and teal for tho pobhe semco 
to state tho details of these unportant measures to Arun ul 
Orraa with every arcumstance of advantage, lour comma 
nlcation sliould be unequivocal and imrescrved no part 
either of tho principles or details of tho arrangement requires 
any degree of concealment, my object being to umte all parties 
on the firm ground of tboir genalnc interests 
\ou will at the same time declare to Azim ul Onrra, 
that tlic recent conduct of Tippoo Sultann having rendered 
it niy nglit and daty in conlbmuty with the laws of my 
country, to take effectual measures m concert with the affies 
for the mutual defence of our respective poitcssions, I nm 
now at liborty to express my sincere disposition to attend to 
the propositions which ho has so frequently made for the ex 
tension of our subsidioryengagemcnta with ha Highness and 
you will signify my anxious desire to bterpose the friendly 
mediation of the Company for the adjustment of the imfortu- 
nato differences whieli have to long subsuted between the 
Courts of Poooah and Hyderabad and Dowlot Rao Scmdiah, 

ou win further state, that I have authonied you to 
enter into an Immediate negotiaboo with Axim ul Omra for 
increasing our present detachment with his Highness to the 
number of six thousand men, including those now serving 
with his Highness; under the following conditions — 

I. That the semces of the mcreased detachment, be 
subject to the same conditiooi of Inmtation and restriction as 
the present detachment, unless the Peishwa at the instance 
of the Bntish Government, should hereafter consent to any 
variations in those conditions 

II, That satisfactory and effectual provisiou be made for 
the regular payment of the detachment, and that the arrears of 
the Peishwa on the part of the Company be regularly balanced 
against the arrears of Subsidy on the part of his Highness, 

uL That the whole corps officered by Frenchmen and 
which was named the corps of Raymond and is now com 
roanded by Monsieur Pmon be immediately disbanded. The 
French officers and privates to be conveyed to Europe at the 
expense of the Company m ships to be provided for that 
ipurpose by the Government of Fort St. George at a con- 
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^enient port, to be named b} that Government For this 
purpose the oHicers and piivates are to proceed to the place 
appointed by that Government, winch vill stipulate to treat 
them with e^e^y degree of consideration due to their rank . 
they Mill not be subject to any fnither restraint than such as 
IS absolutely necessary foi eflectmg the purpose of conveying 
them to Europe. A stipulation to be entered into by the 
Resident in my name, that the ofiicers and piivates so em- 
barked shall be sent to Fiance as soon as possible after then 
arrnal in aii}' poit in Gieat Britain, and not be detained for 
any cartel or exchange of piisoners, nor be consideied as pri- 
soneis to any otliei effect than the security of their return to 
their native countr}^ Such of the native ofHceis and piivates 
as the Nizam may wish to retain in his seivice to be drafted 
into the coips of i\Ir. Finglass, or into an^^ other corps in Ins 
Highness’s ser\ ice undei the command of British, oi of officers 
of any country but France The European and native de- 
seiters from the Company’s army on the coast to be excepted 
fiom this part of the arrangement, and to be dehveied up to 
the Govcinmcnt of Fort St George. 

IV His Highness to stipulate for himself, his heirs and 
successors, that the natives of France, shall be for ever ex- 
cluded fiom his armies and dommions 

You will urge to Azim ul Omra in the strongest terms, 
the necessity of his taking every precaution to prevent the 
propositions for the dismission of the Fiench party from 
transpiring, and you will suggest to him, the propiiety of 
dispersmg the corps m small parties, foi the purpose of facih- 
tating its final reduction, and of preventing the officers and 
privates from passing into the service ofTippoo or of Scindiah. 
If the French officers should obtam information of the 
measures in agitation "wnth respect to them, and should be 
allowed to unite themselves into one body, there is every 
reason to apprehend, that they would endeavour to excite 
commotion, or that they would attempt to retiie with their 
corps into the service of the enemies of the Nizam. 

You will considei the Nizam’s acceptance of ray arbi- 
tration, between the Courts of Poonah and Hydeiabad, and 
Scmdiah, upon the prmciples stated m my letter to Colonel 
Palmer, as well as his Highness’s consent to the proposed 
arrangements at Poonah, and to the several conditions stated 
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in paragraph No 24, of hU despatch, to be necessary preh 
mmanci to the mcasuref, which I liarc anthorited yon to 
take for delivering tlic Nhmm from the power of the French 
faction cstabhslicd in hu dominions Should Asim ul Omra 
consent In the name of the Nizam, to tlie proposed condi 
tions, jou will then rcquiro tho march of the troops from 
Fort Sl George, or from such station as the Government of 
tliat Presidency shall have nppomted for the detachment, 
with a view to its speedy march to Hyderabad. 

It would bo useful to mo to learn your sentiments, with 
respect to a now treaty of genera] defence with tho Nizam 
and to any new objects which it might embrace with relation 
to our interests at tlie Court of Hyderabad; to this treaty I 
should wish the Pcishwa to bo a party 

ou win Inform Asim nl Omm, that under the orciim- 
•tances of Tippoos preparations of war against us^ and 
of the hostflitics with which Sdnd^ menaces the dominions 
of the Nuom, the British detacliment nt Hyderabad, will 
liavc orders to protect hia Highness s person ; and to support 
his authonty against any atttock which Sandiah may toaie 
upon either as well aa against any attempts of the French 
party , and you will understand it to be my mtenbon to vest 
you with fuU powers to direct the employment of the troops 
m both cases, m such ‘manner as arcumstances may render 
advisable provided that in the opinion of the commanding 
officer the strength of the detachment shaD be deemed ade- 
quate to the performance of the service required. Yon will 
however apprize Axnn ul Omra, that it is my wish to mediate 
between Scmdiah and the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, 
under the condition detafled in ity letter to Colond Palmer 
and you will cofasider the provisiODal agreement of the Nizam 
to this offer of mediaUoQ between his Highness and Scin 
diah, as another necessdry prcbminary to the mbrease of the 
British detachment at Hyderabad. 

The whole scope of my news is to re-establish our means 
of defence against the avowed designs of Tippoo by restor 
mg to our alhes that degree of cdnsiderttion and strength 
which they possessed at the conclusion of the treaty of Serm 
gapatam and which it was the object of that treaty to secure 
on Bohd and permanent foundations on object msepafnbly 
connected with the security of the British possessions in Incllm 
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Since the conclusion of the peace of Seiingnpatam, a ma- 
terial change has taken place in the situation of almost all 
the states of India, hotli Mith i elation to each other, and to 
the interests of the Biitisli Go-vernment. The revolutions 
at Poonah, lla^e impaired the influence of the constitutional 
head of the jMahiatta empire, and deranged the whole 
system of the balanced powers and interests of the seveial 
confederate jMahratla states. 

Both the Peishwa and the Nizam, wliose respective 
power it was the object of the treaty of Seringapatam to 
strengthen and uphold, are now depiessed and weakened, 
tlie former by the intrusion of Scindiah, and the latter by the 
threatened hostilities of the same chieftain, and by the esta- 
bhsliment of a French faction m the centei of the Deccan. 
The co-operation of these tivo membeis of the triple alli- 
ance has been rendered impracticable by the progress of 
their mutual contention and intiigues, while the internal con- 
vulsions of each state have diminished the resouices of both. 

In this scene of general confusion, the power of Tippoo 
Sultaun alone (to restrain which, was the policy of all our 
alliances and treaties) has remained undisturbed and un- 
impaired, if it has not been augmented and improved. 

The final result to the Biitish Government, is the 
entire loss of the benefit of the treaty of triple alliance 
against Tippoo Sultaun, and the establishment of a French 
army of fourteen thousand men, m the dominion of one of 
our alhes, in the vicinity of the territones of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and on the confines of the Carnatic, and of the Northern 
Circars. 

It IS now become an urgent duty to make an effort for 
the arrangement of a system, the disoider of which already 
menaces our safety, by exposing us to the hazard of a war 
without the aid of an Ally , while on the other hand the in- 
fluence of France acquires daily strength m eveiy quarter of 
India, under the progressive system of introducing French 
officers into the armies of all the Native Powers. The piin- 
ciples of justice, good faith, and moderation, enjoined by 
Paihament and by the oideis of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, must foim the basis of those comprehensive mea- 
suies, the execution of which is demanded by the exigency 
of our present situation, and is favoured by the peculiar cii- 
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cumstoncci of the moment Punuing no tchemet of conqucit 
or cxtciuion of dominion, and entertaining no projects of 
ombltlon or aggmndUcmcnt, either for ouraekes or for our 
Allies, It 18 both our right and our duty to give rigour and 
effect to our subslitlng alliances and treaties, by restoring to 
our Allies the poiver offuldUlng their defensive engagements 
•with us Through the means of moderate and paafic repre- 
sentations, confirmed by the force of our own example, it 
must also bo our policy to convince the several powers of 
India that their real mterest consists m respecting the rights 
of their neighbours, and in cultivatuig their own resources 
withm the limits of their several temtones. To these efforts 
wo must add a firm resistance against the intrusion of any 
foreign power which shall endeavour (to the prejudice of our 
alliances and interests) to acquire a preponderant influence m 
the scale of Indian politics, either by force or mtngue but 
the primary object of all our vigHonco and care mast bo the 
destruction of every seed of the French party, already grown 
to so dangerous a height, and sbll Incmamg in the artoies 

andcoundlioftho Niaam, ofScindiah and ofTlppco The 

exclusion of the influence of France from the dominions of 
the native states, is not more necessary to the preservation of 
our own power than to the happiness and prospenty of this 
part of the world. 

In this first commomcatjon with you, I have thought it 
advisable to apprise you of the leading pnnaplea which will 
regulate my conduct towards the natiTe powers j and I have 
taken a general view of the actual state of our political rela 
taons in order to enable you to act with more confidence and 
dispatch upon such qnesbons of detail as may occaiioDafiy 
caU for the exerase of your judgement, m promoting the ob- 


jects of your mission. j .1. .v , 

In pnmuDg the tuiom topic connected inth the «nl> 
lect of thi. dcpatch I chaU add my inrtruction., irith regard 
to the conduct to bo obrerred by the Bntuh detachment, m 

the event ofthe death of the Nmam. ™r ™ 

If the queation involved nothing more than the perfonm 
ance of our ohhgatiom under our mbiiiary en^menU 
■with the Nlaam, it would be anffldeut to ihrect that the de- 
tachment ihoidd reiiiam neuter until the rireowon ihodd 
^ally decided and that it ahould then be placed under 
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tlic orders of the Prince ^\lio might establish himself on the 
musnud. 

But in the present state of India, our interests and 
those of oui allies, are materially concerned in the prin- 
ciples and connections of the person upon whom the succes- 
sion to his Highness may deiolve, and consequently no time 
should be lost in detci mining the pait iiliich iie shall take 
on the occa‘5ion of the Nizam’s decease. 

The cases for which it is necessaiy to provide, may he 
reduced to four. 

i The formal nomination of Secunder Jah to the succes- 
sion. 

li The death of the Nizam without any formal nomina- 
tion of a successoi 

in An attempt (in either of the preceding cases) of one 
of his Highness’s younger sons, or of any othei competitor to 
usurp the musnud in exclusion of Secunder Jah. 

IV An actual oi asserted nomination of any of Ins High- 
ness’s younger sons to the exclusion of Secunder Jah 

In the first, second, and third cases, the right of Se- 
cunder Jah, would be indisputable. 

From the natural light of Secunder Jah, founded on the 
priority of his birth, added to his having been admitted 
by the Nizam to the personal exercise of a poition of the sove- 
reign authority, under ciicumstances equivalent to a virtual 
nomination, I trust there is little appprehension of a nomina- 
tion, of any of the younger sons, whilst his Highness shall 
retain the full possession of his faculties. 

It IS far from improbable, however, that the enemies of 
Becunder Jah, of Azim ul Onira, and of the British interests 
at Hyderabad, aware of the importance of inducing his High- 
ness to nominate a successoi of their selection, may avail 
themselves of the weakness of his last moments to prevail on 
him by misrepresentation or other acts, to nommate one of 
his younger sons , or m the event of his Highness’s death 
during the absence of Azim ul Omra, and of the friends of 
Secundei Jah, the enemies of Secunder Jah, may assert that 
his Highness had made a nomination of one of the younger 
sons; and undei such circumstances, the falsehood of that 
assertion may be difficult of proof. 

48 It is not my wish to interfere in the succession to the 
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throne of the Nlinm, in repugnance to the ostablUhed laws 
or custom* of India. On the other hand, I hold it to bo my 
nbioluto dut} to pro\cnt the regular order of the succession 
from being disturbed, either by domestic faction, or by 
foreign intrigue or force to the prejudice of a Pnnee the 
Citabbshment of whose right is so btimately connected with 
tho sccunty of tJic British Interests ra India. 

Although primogeniture may not bo considered to giro 
tlio tame absolute and exclosivo ngbt to succession in India, 
111 it docs in Europe, it is Inranabiy deemed the strongest 
title and is mrcly superseded excepting in tho eases of dis- 
aiTcctiOD, or of positive disqualification 

So far from these, or any other grounds of objection 
being appbcablc to Sccundor Job it is woD known t^t his 
Highness has given the strongest indications of his favorable 
intentions towards Seconder Jab by entrusting that Pnneo 
with his seal, and empowering him to perform certain acts 
which ore reserved exclusively for the sovereign. 

SulDaent proof has already appeared of the interest which 
Tippoo and the French tale in the cxcloiion of Seenn 
der Job, and of their determination to interfere m the sue 
cession to the throne of the Nuam. Donng the abseoce 
of Axim ul Omra at Poonoh when the French army at 
Hyderabad was neither so formidable in pomt of number* 
or of disaphne asm the present moment Monsieur Raymond 
obtained the most deaded mfluence over the councils of the 
Ministers then m power, a permanent establishment was 
given to the French in the Deccan by the grant of a large 
Jaglure to Mons Raymond the British detachment wsj dis- 
missed } and a considerable body of Tippoo a troops was en- 
camped on the Nixam s frontier; a close correspondence was 
estabhsbed between Tippoo and Imbas ud Dowlah through 
Medina Saheb the enemies of Seconder Jah openly sought 
the assistance of Tippoo and of the French with a new of 
influencing the succession ; and according to the opmion of 
tho ReaideDt at Hyderabad the event of the NUam s death m 
that crisis would have left the throne absolutely at the dis- 
|(Osal of M. Raymond 

A plan may be again attempted and its success 

would necessarily mvolve the destruction of Asun uI Omra 
and of Seconder Jah together with tlie consoquont annihl 
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latum of the ISiiti^h innvtcncc at llyclcrabad all hope of 
rc-c-^tahlisluufr the halnnce of poaer in India ns it existed at 
tlie peace of Sonn^apntain ^\ould (hen be precluded. Tlic 
count rie*: of (he Ki7am Mould in ■^iich an c%ciit become in 
cn'cct a dependency of France , and (he partizans of tliat 
nation, in conjunction uith 'J'ljipoo and Milh the body of their 
countruiien latch rcccued into Ins ])ay, Mould ha\c the 
mean'' of ondain^ciing the cMstence of (lie Biitish pouei in 
India 

That danger Mould be greatly agg^a^ated by the appioach 
of Zemaun Shah, wlio has fornialh announced to me his in- 
tention of imading Ilindostan 

The moment ” armed mIicu mc must eitlici determine 
to ‘support tlic ii'_litb of Secundcr Jah, founded on priority 
of bn th and on the Mrtual nomination of the Nizam in full 
po‘'‘?c';sion of his faculties, against any actual or asserted 
nomination of an} of (he younger sons, undei all the circum- 
stances of suspicion mIiicIi must attend sncli a transaction, 
or ivc must submit to the certain establishment of tlie influence 
of Tippoo and of France m the Deccan, and to the equally 
certain dcstiuction of our omh 

I ha^e thcieforc no hesitation in declaring my firm de- 
termination to support the succession of Seciinder Jali, as 
being essentially connected with tlie security of all the in- 
terests comrmtted to my charge. The execution of tins deter- 
mination will he attended Math little difficulty should his 
Highness’s death be protracted until aftei the proposed 
augmentation of the subsidiaiy engagements uith him shall 
ha^e taken place. The French paity at Hyderabad will then 
be no longer in existence, and so powerful a body of oui 
troops as will then he in the service of his Highness, will be 
sufficient to preclude either foreign oi domestic opposition 

It IS more than piobable, however, that his Highness’s 
death mtII take place before the pioposed engagements can 
be earned mto effect 

With a view to the probability of this case, I have re- 
solved to direct the Government of Foit St George im- 
mediately to station a foice, consisting of not less than two 
regiments, in whatever position may be deemed most ehgible 
for affordmg you the necessary assistance in suppoiting the 
right of Secundei Jah , and I authoiize you, m the event of 
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the (IcQtli of the Niiain, or whenever you may undentflnd 
from Aiim ul Omni tliat the death of his Highness Is Utely 
to take place witliln a very short penod of tune, to order the 
commanding ofilccr of this force (who will bo directed to obey 
)our initruotions) to march directly to Hyderabad 

Considerable advantages might arise from your comma 
nlcnting tills (Ictcrmination to Axim ul Omra, but as it is 
to be apprehended thathewonld avail himself of such a com- 
munication to servo hla pnvate purposes, and os a disclosure 
of my dctciminotion on this pomt, either to the Nizam hnnself, 
or to the hlahrattas or to Tippoo might lead to very serious 
inconTcnlencci, joa will take every possible precaution to 
prci ent this part of my instructions from tnmspinng until the 
death of the Nixom, or the certainty of the near approach of 
that event, shall render it necessary to impart my determi 
nation to Azirn ul Omra 

Having received overtures of n very friendly natare from 
the Rajah of Berar who has requested the presence of 
a British Resident at his Coart, 1 have despatched an Am- 
bassador toNagpore with full powers to ascertam the precise 
nature of the Riyahs news. You wiD make snch use of 
your knowledge of this drcomstance as yon may thmk most 
advantageous in the present state of alTairs withoat deciding 
what benefits to the common cause of the AHies may result 
ultimately from this Hmbassy, it may be expected that the 
appearance of an established mtercourse between this Go- 
vernment and that of Berar may lead Scindiah to form lenous 
reflections upon hia own situation and may tend to give addi 
tional confidence to the adherents of the Peishwa and of the 
Nisam. 

Although the previoui consent of the Peishwa to thear 
rangements intended to be made at Hyderabad is highly 
desirable, and is therefore m the first instance to be stated 
to Axim ul Omra as a necessary preliminary to the increase 
of our detachment, yet should CoL Palmer inform you that 
the plan detailed m this letter has failed at the Court of 
Poonah, either fi^m the Peishwa s rejection of the proposed 
conditions, or from the success of Scindiahs operaboni m 
that quarter or from any other cause you will notwithstand 
mg proceed with all practicable dispatch to carry mto effect 
such parts of these mstructions as shall appear to you prac ^ 
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ticable at the Court of Iljdcrahad. Reserving nluays to tlie 
Pci^hwa tlie power of acceding hereafter to tlie new system 
of alliance, and ivith that \\c\\ continuing m the new sub- 
sidiary treaty with the Nwaiii the vcstiictne terms of our 
present subsidiary engagements with his Highness. The 
arrangement will indeed be \cry incomplete without the res- 
toration of the Peishwa’s authority', accompanied by his full 
concunence in the measures to be taken at Hyderabad, but 
ns the gi eat danger to be ai erted is the grow th of the in- 
fluence of Tippoo and of France in India, it is evident that 
the failure of the proposed plan at Poonah w ould increase 
the necessity of providing for the existence of the Nizam, and 
of destroying the French party' at his Court 

From your reply to the further infoimation required of 
y on respecting your passport foi Hybut Rao, I am not alto- 
gether certain whether y'ou consideied this Government as 
pledged to exempt him and liis follow'ers fi om the pay'ment 
of (he duties at Gy a, if y'ou should be of opinion that this 
indulgence would mateiially conduce to conciliate his son, 
Ragotim Rao, and to render him favorable to the British 
interests at Hyderabad, I authorize you to assure Ragotim 
Rao that Hybut Rao’s payments, on account of the persons 
w'lio actually accompanied him, shall be returned to him at 
Hyderabad as soon as the amount of those payments can be 
ascertained. I rely upon you, however, to render this con- 
cession the source of advantage with respect to the proposed 
arrangements, and also to provide effectually against any 
future attempt to convert so peculiar an indulgence into a 
precedent foi further apphcations of a similar nature. 

I entiiely appiove of your repeated representations to 
the Court of Hyderabad on the subject of the surrender of 
the deserters , m the present moment, howevei, it would not 
be advisable to agitate this question, otherwise than as it is 
connected with the instructions already detailed in this des- 
patch , but if the proposed engagements with his Highness 
should not take effect, I desire you will, without delay, msist 
peremptordy on the surrender of all the deserteis from our 
army, w'hethei Euiopeans or Natives, now entertamed m the 
seivice of his Highness 

H.aving your whole correspondence now under my con- 
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fliilcmtion I aball ibortly fumub >ou with orders on such 
points of detail ai rcqiuro a reply 

Mornikoton 


No. \XVI 

Tir E*ri M»rn^agt9m t0 JfMika* Dauct* Etq 

Fort \Mnisra Jnly 8th, i;9S. 

I return yon many tbonlj for your two obbging letters tbe 
first upon the subject of my arrival at this presidency and 
the second, transmittmg a packet of letters from Europe. I 
am fully persuaded that my endeavours to promote the 
pnbbc interest, will be cordially seconded by your acJmovr 
ledged erpcnence abfljty, and mtegrity On tbe other hand, 
I trust you will always act witb tbe fbllcst confidence of my 
unqualified support and tbsit you will on all occasions be 
persuaded that I place a reliance on yonr character, which 
wiH induce me by every possible means to give strength 
energy and dispatch to tbe operations of tbe Government 
committed to your particular charge 
"iou have already received my instructians with «^ard to 
Xippoo Snltaun. In a few days, I sbaD commumcate to you 
a copy of tbe representation which I propose to make to hun 
in conjunction with our albes, and also of my letters to the 
Presidents at Poonah and Hyderabad. My first object will 
be to enable the albes to ful^ tbenr engagements with ut. 
For this purpose I mean to empower the Resident at 
Poonah to require firom your Presidency as large a force as 
you can spare, not exceeding two regiments of nadre and one 
of European mfnn try and one company of artillery There 
ran be no danger in the present moment of an attack upon 
Bombay, therefore, this force may safely be spared. If it 
should appear necessary however yon may draw one Native 
regiment from the coast of Malabar which may be replaced 
by one from that of CoromandeL Ton wffl inform the Go- 
verranent of Fort St George of your mtenbons m this respect, 
for their guidance in the execution of the conditional orders 
which they will have received from me. 

I have coramumcated these suggeabons to yon for your 
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prn ate information, in oi der tlint you may lie better prepared 
to rcccnc the instructions, wliicli Mill be dispatched to you m 
a few days I leqiiest that you Mill use eveiy degree of cau- 
tion, to pieient the nature of my intentions fiom tianspiiing, 
until the moment of putting them into execution shall anive, 
you may, however, impait the contents of this letter to the 
Cominaiider-in-Chief, requesting that no measuie may be 
taken, which may indicate the destination of the force You 
may also shew this letter to my friend Mr. North, and com- 
municate to him such further despatches, as 5 ’ou shall receive 
froin me upon this important subject. The documents winch 
I propose to have the honor of transmitting to you in a few 
days, will fully explain to you the whole extent and nature of 
my present 1 lews, as well as the principles from which they 
proceed 

Notwithstanding present appearances, I trust we shall not 
be involved in war M’lth any power in India, and my object is 
to prevent that calamity by every possible effort. 

MoilNINGTON. 


No. XXVII. 

The Earl of Mormngton to Colonel JHlham Palmer, Resident at Poonah 

(Private ) 

Sir, Fort William, 8th July, 1798 

I am very much flattered by the obliging expiessions con- 
tained in your private letter of the 12th June. You may be 
assured that it is a matter of real satisfaction to me that the 
affairs of thit> Government at the Court of Poonah should be 
in the hands of a person of your talents and experience in a 
moment the most critical to our interests You will leain by 
my public mstiuctions, the nature and extent of the general 
system of policy with respect to our alliances, which in my 
judgment the present crisis absolutely demands. I have the 
fullest confidence m your zeal for promoting the success of a 
plan which is founded on piinciples of justice and moderation, 
and intended to conciliate the real interests of all parties to 
be affected by its execution There are only a few points 
which have been omitted in my public instructions, as bemg 
more properly the subjects of a piivate communication If 
any opportumty should offei of restoring Nana on conditions 
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favoumblo (o our fntPrcit*, And conslatcnf wit?i (he geneni 
tenor of my irutnictioni, I think tliat iruch nn event nuglit 
tend to ■ccurc the permanent ndvantages of the proptued 
plan; but I feel that It wooW be difllcuU to reconcile the 
rciilma to thia mensuro and that Axim ul Omra irould pro- 
bably view It with jenlouay Nolwitbatanding thcac objec 
tiona I am persuaded tliat the cxpcncnco and wiidora of the 
person in qucation would give great vigour to the new 
armngoments could he be induced to consider them as con- 
nected with his own mteresu. If you should concur with me 
in this opiuionj you will meet with my support and appro- 
bation in any steps which you may take for the restoration of 
Nana 1 ou will obserro In tho detailed instructions, that I 
have deducted one Native regiment from the force which 
I supposed you might immediately obtain from Howhay 
This IS a matter of necessity arising from a fuller investigation 
of the subject Should you apprehend that the force which 
I now offer may not prove equal to the proposed object, you 
will of course make no application to Bombay, and you wiU 
ilgDify your doterzmnation m this respect by express to me, 
to Bombay and to Hyderabad — I have joit now received 
your letter of the S3d June and entirely approve all the steps 
you bare taken and propose to take. Nothiag in that letter 
appeart to me to requlw any further obiervabons from me. 
TVlth the most implicit reCance ou your faithful and dihgent 
discharge of the duty which the present arcumstajices im- 


pose upon you. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Moekinotoji 

P S In the abstract of this despatch, I cautioned you 
against making any commonicabon to the Peishwa of my m 
trataon mth re«pect to the French army at Hyderabad. It 
wta neceaaary to observe eantion nntd meajnrea coidd be 
talen at Hyderabad for duperaiog the French army in nnall 
partiea, aa it la probable that auefa a duperaion will have 
^en place before you can receive thia deipatch, I have given 
yon full bTierty to apprue tie Peiabwa of the n^ of the 
arrangement to be adopted at Hyderabad fe^ that it 
would be very improper to oae any condiment 
or at Hyderabad with reipect to the real obj«t of the neg^ 
oabona at either Court. The deBoent entlortirc. will be 
forwarded by the next dawk. 
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No. XXVIII. 

The Earl of Moi ntiiffion to Colonel JJTham Palmer, Resident at Poonali 
Sir, July, 1793 

I transmit to you an authentic copy of a Pioclamation pub- 
lished by the Governor Geneial of the Isle of France, during 
the residence of tu’o Ambassadors from Tippoo Sultaun on 
that island. 

It is difficult to ascertain the precise motives which may 
stimulate the violence of Tippoo Sultaun’s temper to action, 
and his late embassy to the Isle of Fiance is a sufficient 
proof that revenge against the British nation m India is an 
object which he is capable of pursuing with more zeal than 
discretion 

Under such circumstances, it is prudent to be prepared to 
repel the attack, which he has openly menaced ; and as our 
future secuiity, our reputation, and our honour demand that 
he should be i educed to the alternative, either of making such 
satisfaction to the Allies as they may hereafter require for 
the injury which he has committed, oi of risking another 
contest with the British Power, it is advisable to aim for the 
purpose of supporting whatever requisition we may deem it 
necessary to make to him, when our respective pieparations 
shall be sufficiently advanced to enable us to act with effect. 

The ISth Article of the Treaty of Poonah provides that 
“ If Tippoo should molest or attack either of the contractmg 
parties, the others shall join to punish him, the modes and 
conditions of which shall be hereafter settled by the three 
contractmg parties.” And the declaration of the Durbar of 
Poonah of the 3d of July, 1793, explanatory of this article, 
states “ if a breach of engagement occurs on the pai t of 
Tippoo with respect to either of the Alhes, let that Ally 
advise the other Alhes thereof, when havmg understood the 
said breach of engagement we will admomsh him, and if he 
does not attend to the admonition, then let the States act 
agreeably to the ti’eaties which have been formed.” 

Advertmg to your letter of the 1st June, I take this occa- 
sion to declare that Baajy Rao would not be justified in 
attemptmg to evade the obhgation contracted by the Peishwa 
under this article The defensive stipulations in the Treaty 

VOL. I. 'I 
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of Tnplo Alliance miut bo presumed to Lave been intended 
bj the contracting powers to operate, not ai personal but os 
real engagements, binding tbe three states and not merely 
the persons whoso names ore inserted m the treaty Upon 
citahlUhed pnnciplea of pubbe faith, the ohhgabon of the 
article In question must therefore ho deemed to pass to the 
Poiihwa for the time being, although the treaty docs not ex 
pressly include the heirs and successors of the pnneo whose 
signature it bears In 1790, when on appheabon for co- 
opemtion against Tippoo was made under the same article 
by this Government to Chimna Appa, then holding tho ofEce 
of Pciihwn, the idea of the defensive obhgations of tbe treaty 
being merely personal to Madha Rao was never suggested, 
and Cliimna Appa umted, without hesitation, in tho joint 
representation then made to Tippoo by the Allies, 

The objeebOD, therefore, is unsupported by tbe pracbee 
of tho Court of Poonah, in the only case which has yet ansen 
with relabon to that Court under the arbcle m qnesbon, but 
even if the pracbee of tbe Court of Poonah been dif 
ferent in this instance, it never would bo admitted to derogate 
fmm a known and fundamental maxim of tbe law of nabons 
Tlmt treaties of a defensive nature (unless limited m ex 
press terns) are not merely personal contracts with tbe reign 
ing prmce but permanent obhgabons bindmg tbe faith of the 
State into whatever hands the supreme power may devolve * 

I therefore desire that you will immediately communicate to 
tlie Peishwu, In a formal manner the accompanying Procla 
mabon and explom to him the nature of the propoaibons 
which It contains you vrUI also notify to hnn the landing of 
the French force at Mangalore, and declare to hun m my 
name that I consider the whole tmnaacbon as a nolabon of 
treaty, and a direct act of hostility on the part of Tippoo; 
and that I f^lairn the assistance and co-operabon of the 
Peisbwa under the IStb arbcle of the Treaty of Poonah 
You will however add, that although I should feel myself 
completely juabfiod in making an immediate attack upon the 
temtory of Tippoo my disposibon to preserve the tranquillity 
of India induces me m the first mstance to afford to him an 
opportuiutv of restraining the excess of hii violence, before it 
shall hare involved him m the calamity of war "TOh tins 
■new you will signify to the Peuhwa my wish that he should 
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now express his disposition to concur with the Nizam and 
Mith me in making a demand of satisfaction from Tippoo Sul- 
taun the nature and extent of the demand, as well as the 
time of making it, to be hereafter concerted between the 
Alhes. You will inform him that a sinulai application has 
been made to the Nizam, , and as soon as the Peishwa shall 
have signified his concurrence m the proposition made to 
linn on this part of the subject, you M'lll notify that event b}^ 
expiess to the Resident at H5fderabad. The Resident at 
Hyderabad will be directed to communicate to you the pro- 
gress of his proceedings at that Court under the instiuctions 
which he will have received from me. For your full infoima- 
tion and guidance I transmit to you a copy of those in- 
structions. If Tippoo Sultaun, in the career of his ungovern- 
able passions, should refuse to make the satisfaction which 
shall be demanded of him by the allies, hostilities will be- 
come mevitable , and you will signify to the Peishwa, that I 
have already taken the necessaiy precaution of assembling 
the forces of the Company with a view to that event, enter- 
tainmg no doubt that m such a contingency, the Peishwa will 
be ready to afford to the common cause of the allies the 
effectual co-opeiation of the Mahratta foice. 

Although I have thought it expedient to communicate my 
instructions to you in the foregoing ordei, I am sensible that 
their effectual execution will be impracticable, unless some 
previous measures be taken for re-estabhshing the Govern- 
ment of Poonah in that degree of power which it possessed 
before the death of the late Peishwa , and I entirely concur 
with you m lamenting the distractions which ‘^by dividing 
and weakenmg that state, have subjected it to the undue in- 
fluence of Scmdiah, and nearly disqualified it for affordmg us 
the assistance which we are entitled to claim by tieaty in any 
war with Tippoo ” 

In consideimg the actual situation of the Government 
of Poonah, it is necessary to adveit also to that of the other 
ally, whose co-opeiation it was equally the object of the same 
treaty to secure to us in the same event. 

The present crisis demands a serious and dispassionate 
review of the relative interests of the powers muted by treaty 
for the purpose of secuimg an effectual bariiei against the 



IIG 


THE EAIIL or MORHINOTOK, TO 


Jnly, 


inortluinlc ambition and implacable rcvongo of Tippoo Sul 
tauna 

It has been painful to observe, that since the conclusion 
of the treat) of Senngapatam, two great branches of the 
tnple alliance have been engaged in mutual contests, of which 
the result has terrainated in their mutual weakness, while the 
common enemy has remained at rest, improved his resources, 
and increased his strength The unfortunate animosi^ be- 
tween the Courts of Poonoh and Hyderabad, while it has 
tended to foment and aggravate the distractions in the former 
Court, has contributed to reduce the latter to the lowest de- 
gree of weakness and humiliation In the meanwhile the 
French faction at the Court of Hyderabad has grown to such 
a formidable degree of power as to control on many impor 
tant occasions, the councils of that state and to menace an 
ascendant influence m the eventual succession to the throne 
of the Niaanu Although the death of M Raymond wnd the 
resumption of the Jaghire which hod been granted to bun, 
Iiave in some degree reduced the pohUeal ^uenee of the 
French army at Hyderabad it now forms the only efflaent 
part of the Nlxam t nuhtary strength ; its numbers have been 
lately Increased its disoplme considerably improved and it 
possesses suffiaent actmty and power to attempt and to ac 
complish objects of the most prejudicial nature to the mde- 
pendence of the Court of Hyderabad, to the common interests 
of the Nisam, and of the Peishwa, as well as to those of the 
British nation in India. 

In the event of a war with Mysore, there can he no 
doubt that the wishes and interests of this part of the Nixam s 
army must be favorable to the cause of Tippoo Sultaun more 
especially under the actual circuinstaiice of his having con 
eluded an alliance with France and having admitted a body 
of French troops mto his service 

If the French troops of the Nizam did not afford 
Tippoo open assistance, at least they could not be brought 
into the field against him without the utmost d an ger to the 
cause of the aflies nor could they be suffered to re m am in 
the Deccan daring the continuance of the contest, unless 
checked by the presence of an equally poweriul force, which 
must in that case be diverted from the common objects of the 
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war, and must operate as a positive diminution of our eifec- 
tne strength in the field 

It appeals, however, nearly certain, that in the present 
weak state of the Nizam’s Government, the French corps in 
his seivice would openly join Tippoo Sultaun, and hy a sud- 
den blow endeavour to seize the Nizam’s teiritories, and to 
secure them to tlie dominion of France under an alliance offen- 
sive and defensive witli Tippoo Sultaun It is scarcely neces- 
sary to obseive,that the success of such a design must behighly 
injurious to the interests of the Court of Poonah, especially 
when it is considered, that it must he the interest and inclina- 
tion of Scindiah (who entertains a large body of infantry in 
his seince under the command of a French officei) to engage 
with Tippoo Sultaun and the French upon conditions fatal to 
the emstence of the Peishwa’s authority, and even of his 
office. The junction which might thus he effected between 
the French officers with their several coips in the lespective 
services of the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of Tippoo, might esta- 
bhsh the power of Fiance m India upon the rums of the 
states of Poonah, and of the Deccan. The Court of Hydera- 
bad therefore in its present condition is more likely to prove 
the source of additional stiength to the common enemy of the 
Nizam, of the Peishwa, and of the Company, than to afford 
useful assistance to any branch of the triple alhance. 

I rely upon your ability, experience and zeal for the 
pubhc service to state with every degree of advantage, the 
arguments of prudence and pohcy which should induce the 
Peishwa to view the restoration of the Nizam to a just de- 
gree of consideration and power, as an object intimately 
connected with the Pesihwa’s own emancipation 'fi’om the 
imdue mfluence by which he is now oppressed, as well as with 
his future security agamst the violence both of Tippoo Sultaun 
and of Scmdiah 

If the Peishwa can be made sensible of his real mterest 
in the destruction of the French party at Hyderabad, he can- 
not view with jealousy or suspicion any assistance which I 
may thmk it advisable to afford to the Court of Hyderabad for 
that desirable purpose. 

The same tram of leflection will lead him to acknow- 
ledge the benefit which must result to aU parties from ac- 
ceptmg my arbitration between the Courts of Poonah and 
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Iljdcrabad and Sandjoli, for the amicable adjoatment of aH 
subsiating difTercncci upon the permanent basit of reciprocal 
interests and mutual advantage 

In jour letter Jso, 17, dated on the Ist of June, you 
state your opinion that “ the authority of the Peish’tya ■would 
he restored b\ the appearance of a strong British force at 
Poonab, and that Sdnduh under the circumstance of Tippoo i 
recent aggression could on no pretence ob;cct to such a 
movement of our troops, nor In his present condition be able 
to oppose It," It 18 not my mtention cither to give any just 
cause of odence to Scindiab, or to assist the Poishwa in any 
hostile attempt against him, howcTer I may disapprove his 
late violent and oppressive measoros, and lament their iiyun 
ous conflcqucncca to the strength of onr aDy Bat it must bo 
an essential part of our preparations for cxmntenchng the 
avowed hostihty of Tippoo, to place onr alhes in a condition 
to fulBl their engagements with us and if the presence 
of a British force at Poonah bo necessary to the accomphab 
lacnt of this object os far os respects the Peishira, it is my 
strict right to furnish bun with such assistance nor can 
Handiah with any colour of justice resist this step although 
the consequence of it must ^ to compel hnn to retire from 
Poonah for he cannot be ignorant that his present position 
obstructs the operation of the triple alliance, and thereby 
affords the most effectual aid to the cause of Tippoo 

I therefore empower you to inform thb Peishwa that you 
have my authonty to furnish him with a strong force from 
Bombay whenever he shaD require their presence at Poonah 
provided he shall stipulate to secure the regular discharge of 
the pay of the dota^ment, m a manner satisfactory to you j 
and shall agree to certam other condibons stated m a snbse- 
quent part of this despatch 

I have directed the GoTeroment of Bombay to order the 
troops to march as soon as they shall receive a requisition 
from you to that effect You will state to the Goremment of 
Bombay the strength of the force necessary to secure the 
proposed objecU and if the force required should not exceed 
one regiment of native mfantry each battahon completed to 
one thousand men a company of artillery, and one regiment 
of Europeans I should hope assistance to that extent might 
be immediately fnmiihed from that Presidency To this 
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force tlio woiilil probabl} be able to add anotlicr natuc 
regiment after tbe breaking up of ibe monsoon. Tlie com- 
manding officer u ill be oidcrcd to obey your diiections re- 
specting tbe employment of tbe tioops wlien arrived at 
Poonab. 

Before^ l)0^vc^er, jnu engage to furnish tbe Peislina 
vitb tbe proposed force, }ou ^vlll take care to explain to liim 
tliat It IS my intention to increase tbe British detachment now 
in tbe ‘?crMce of the Nizam Mith a similar mow of enabling 
that Prince to fulfil bis engagements vith us in the event of 
a var vitb Tippoo You mil add, that tbe additional foice 
to be furnished to tbe Nizam, mil be subject to tbe same re- 
strictions and limitations with regard to its employment, as tbe 
detachment now in bis Iligbness’ scrncc, and that no enlarge- 
ment or alteration of those icstrictions or limitations will be 
made -aitbout the p^c^ious knowledge and consent of tbe 
Peisbv a. You v ill also make a formal tender to tbe Peisbwa m 
mv name of m} aibitration between tbe Courts of Poonab and 
Hyderabad, and Scindiah, and jou will declaie to lummy 
decided opinion that his onn authority can neither be re- 
stored, nor ultimately secured, mthout a coidial union be- 
tween tbe two Couits , nor can that union be fiimly cemented 
by any other means than tbe arbitration of tbe Biitisb Go- 
vernment, which must always feel an equal interest in the 
welfaic, dignit}, honor and strength of both parties You 
will further state to the Peisbwa, tbe adiantages 11111011 he 
would derive from a settlement of all contested points between 
him and Scindiah under my mediation You will also de- 
clare my V ish that he should bind himself by treaty to exclude 
for ever all natives of France from his armies, and from his 
dominions , a measure essentially necessary to the preserva- 
tion of his own authority, which would be exposed to per- 
petual hazard from the admission of the agents of French in- 
trmue The state of the Nizam’s Government has foi some 

o 

time past afforded a sufficient example of the danger to be 
apprehended from the mtroduction of the natives of France 
into an Asiatic Couit After having fully explamed all these 
points to the Peishwa, you will consider his consent to the 
inciease of the British detachment in the service of the 
Nizam, to my arbitration of the subsisting differences be- 
tween the Courts of Poonah and Hydeiabad and Scindiah, 
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and to tlio exclusion of llio French from his armies and do- 
Dunions, os a necessary preliminary to the measures which I 
have authorised you to tale for restoring the Pelshwa to his 
due authority and power m tho Mahratta Empire. I have 
already observed, that tho present position of the army of 
Scindiah operates as an oflcctual assistance to the cause of 
Tippoo Sultaun , if an alliance ofiensivo and defensive had 
been formally concludotl between those two powers, Sandiah 
could not render a moro acceptable service to Tippoo, than he 
now performi by holding in check both the aUies of the Com- 
pany You will however, omit no endeavour to conciliate 
the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to tho measures which I 
have crapowcrctl you to take for restoring the anthonty of 
tho Peishwa, and you will assure Dowlnt Rao Semdiah that I 
feel tho most alncero deaifo to maintain and improve the rela- 
tions of amity and peace with him and that it will always 
give me pleasure to receive accoonts of his prosperity withm 
his own dominions, and to witness the stability of hu jnst 
authority and power over his own subjects. 

At tho same tune you wfll represent to him that the 
eontmoance of bis army m its present position renders our 
filhe* the Peishwa and the NUam (especially the former) 
unable to fulfil their defensive engagements whh us m the 
actual crisis of Tippoo Sultaun s preparations for offensive 
warj and that it would therefore be esteemed a teitimony of 
friendship and good will towards this Government if Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah would return within the limits of his own domi 
mons. 

You will at the same time dehver to Scindiah the ac 
companying letter from me communicating a paper lately 
received by the Resident at Lucknow from a Vakeel of Ke- 
pinnn Shah I forward to you « «3py of my letter to Sem- 
diah, and of that paper by which you will perceive, that 
Zemaun Shah has announced his mtenbon of invading Hin- 
dostan, and has demanded the cooperation of this GoTen>. 
jnent and of the Nabob Vinex for the pnrpoto of delirenng 
Shah Allum from the hands of the Mahrattas and of ex 
pelhng them from their posseasiona on the north-western 
frontier of Hindostan. 

I authorise you to assure Sondiah that I wilJ use every 
effort to counteract the designs of Zemaiin Shah, being re- 
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solved to resist to the utmost extent of the power vested in 
me, the attempts of any invader, who shall endeavour to dis- 
turb the established States of India in their actual posses- 
‘^ions. You will further suggest to Scmdiah that as soon as 
he shall arrive in his own dominions, he will find the Biitish 
Resident at his Durbar prepared to enter into defensive en- 
gagements with him for the mutual protection of his terri- 
tories, of those of the Nabob Vizier, and of the Company 
against the threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, and that it 
IS my intention to propose a similar defensive tieaty to all 
the British allies in India. You will infoiin Scindiah that if 
contrary to my expectations he should not return to Hindos- 
tan for the purpose of assisting in pei son in the protection 
of his dominions against the menaced attack of Zemaun 
Shah, I will take no concern in the security of a country 
abandoned by its own sovereign, and I will limit the opera- 
tions of the British troops exclusively to the defence of oui 
own territories and of those of the Vizier In addition to 
whatever Scindiah may appiehend from Zemaun Shah, he 
must be sensible, that in the present disturbed state of his 
dommions and of his army, his fate is m our hands , but it 
would not be proper to make any direct intimation to him of 
our sense either of his danger, or of our own power with 
relation to the internal condition of lus Civil and Mihtary 
Government. This instruction is not meant to apply to the 
cases of Scindiah’s obstructing the march of the British de- 
tachment from Bombay, or of lus entenng into engagements 
with Tippoo either agamst the Peishwa or the Company. 
In any of those cases, I empower you to state distmctly to 
Scmdiah that I shall deem myself justified m acting offen- 
sively against his domimons m Hmdostan. 

The proposition to be made to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
appears to be so reasonable, that I have formed a strong ex- 
pectation of its success If he should he mduced by your 
representations to retire from Poonah, it is my intention upon 
his arrival in his own dommions to offer to him my mediation 
between him, the Peishwa, and the Nizam, for the puipose 
of establishmg peace between those powers You wdl ap- 
piize him of my mtentions in this respect, at the moment 
which shall appear to you most favorable to such a commu- 
mcation. I now proceed to give you my instructions with 
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rcfpcct to the employment of the force which I Imvo autho- 
ntccl jou to require from Bombay If Scindiah ihould dw- 
regard the roproecntationa which I hato directed yon to make 
to him, )ou will apprise him in the first instance that you 
lm\c power to employ the Bntish force for the protection of 
the Pcishwas person and for the support of his aothontj 
Accordingly, if Scindiah should attempt to obatmet the march 
of the British detachment from Bombay to Poonab or if 
after Its amral at Poonah he should not conform to the 
orders of the Pcishwa, enjoining him to retire to his own 
tcmlonea; or if (according to the suggestion stated in the 
lltli paragraph of jour letter to me No 19, of the I2th of 
June) he should manifest an intention of soliciting the suc- 
cour of Tippoo in the prosecution of hostilities against the 
Pcishwa , or if ho should enter into any engagements with 
Tippoo, of a nature dangerous to oar safety, I authorise yon 
m each of these coses, to employ the Bntj jb troops In activo 
operaboni ogsimst Scindiah, prorided that the force de- 
tached from Bombay shall in the judgment of the command 
mg olHcer be deemed adequate to the service required. 

You will communicate my letter to Scindiah to the 
Peishwa at such time as you may think most proper 

Although I have entered into so particular a detail with 
respect to the comminucations to be mode to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, placmg great reliance on your discretion, I autbo- 
riie you either to vary the mode of those communications or 
whoUy to omit them and to withhold my letter to Scindiab 
according to your judgment, on all the orcumstances of the 
and you may look with confidence to my approbation of 
any measures which you shall pursue for the purpose of re- 
moving Dowlut Rao Scmdiah from bis present position pro- 
vided those measures be not mcocsistent with the general 
Bpmt of my instructions 

I concur with you in opinion that the treaty of triple 
alliance very delectJre mamncli M it doe» not speedy tho 
amount of the eld to be fiirnuhed by each of the contracting 
parties m the erent of hoetflines with Tippoo Soltaun. 1 our 
letter of the 1st of June states that tho Peishwn is very 
desirous of entering into now engagements with ns, snd^thst 
a new treaty with hrai might comprise many new objMts. 

I am readv to enter into the consideration of a rew 
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treaty with the Peishwa, provided it he founded on the basis 
of his present engagements with us, that it be consistent with 
the tenor of our treaties with other powers, and that it con- 
tain no stipulation of an offensive tendency, or calculated to 
distuib the general peace of India But befoie I can consent 
to contract any new engagements with the Peishwa, I must 
require his full and unqualified acknowledgment of the bind- 
ing force of the treaty of Poonah upon him, and upon that 
State. Should he attempt to evade the obligations of that 
treaty, under the pretence stated m your letter of the 1st of 
June, I never will place any reliance on his faith, nor will I 
enter into any engagements with him of any kind But as I 
am persuaded that you will, without difficulty, convince him 
of the injustice and danger to his own interests of endeavoui- 
mg to shake an acknowledged principle of public faith, I 
trust no obstacle will occur to the commencement of the pro- 
posed negociation, which I authorize you to open under the 
reservations and exceptions already stated. 

I lefer you to the correspondence m the years 1792 and 
1793, relative to the guarantee treaty then in agitation be- 
tween this Government and those of Poonah and Hyderabad, 
and I desire that you will communicate to me such articles of 
a new engagement as you think would be either acceptable 
to the Peishwa, or desirable for us, before you make any 
formal propositions to the Ministers of the Peishwa 

You will understand that I do not mean to prevent 
your opening conferences for the purpose of collecting the 
general sentiments of the Court of Poonah respecting a new 
treaty, but merely to caution you against either making or 
receivmg any formal propositions of detail before you shall 
have apprized me of the natuie and extent of the Peishwa’s 
views and of your own 

There is one pomt however, upon which you may make 
a direct offer at the moment which may appear to you most 
favourable. You may inform the Peishwa that I am disposed 
to enter into the same subsidiary engagements with him, 
which now exist or shall hereafter be contracted between this 
Government and the Nizam. 

You will howevei take caie m negociatmg any subsidiary 
treaty not to agree to furnish any European troops, ex- 
cepting the requisite proportion of artillery men, and also not 
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to doraand in any cnac, nor to accept without prcnous refer 
cnco to mo any nsfignracnt of territory, or of revenue for 
defraying the payment of the troops to bo fomiBhod It u 
entirely contraiy to the whole object and pohey of the ar 
rangoment proposed In thu letter to extend the temtory of 
the Company at the erpente of any of the parties concerned 
It would bo injurious to our character that any circumstance 
attending the nogociation should betray the symptoms of that 
specica of irregular ambition which is utterly repugnant to 
the disposition of tlus Government. 

It would be desirable that the Nixam should be made a 
party to any new engagements which we may contract with 
the Pcuhwa the Nixam s participation might facihtate the 
restoration of harmony between the two States, tend to secure 
thorr future union and cooperation and strengthen the re- 
vived authority of the Peiabwa. 

You win commumcato to the Kesident at Hyderabad 
with all practicable dispatch, the result of your endeavours 
to obtam the Peuhwa s consent to the serend conditions pro* 
posed in this despatch. 

The Resident at Hyderabad wiD be directed to govern 
his conduct by the nature of the mformatiOD which be shah 
receive from you with respect to those important pomts. 

The whole scope of my views is to establish our means of 
defence against the avowed designs of Tippoo, by restonng 
to our alhes that degree of consideration and strength which 
they possessed at the conclusion of the treaty of Senngapa- 
faim, and which it was the object of that treaty to secure on 
sohd and pennaneut foundations an object inseparably con 
nected with the security of the Bntuh possesaionj m India. 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Senngape t a m a mate- 
rial change has taken piece m the otnations of almost all the 
States of India both with relation to each other and to the 
mteresti of the British GovernmenL The revolutions at 
Poonah have impaired the mflaence of the constitutional 
head of the Mohratta Empire and deranged the whole system 
of the balanced powers and mtcrcsts of the several confede- 
rate Mahratta States. Both the Pelshwa and the Nixam, 
whose respective power it was the object of the treaty of 
Serfngapatam to itaengthen and uphold, are now depressed 
and weakened, the former by the intrusion of Scmdiah, and 



1798. 


COLONEL WILLIAM PALMER. 


m 


the latter by the threatened hostihties of the same chieftain 
and by the establishment of a French faction in the centre 
of the Deccan The cooperation of these two members of 
the triple alliance has been rendered impracticable by the 
progress of their mutual contentions and intrigues, at the 
same time that the internal convulsions of each State have 
diminished the resources of both. 

' In this scene of general confusion, the power of Tippoo 
Sultaun alone (to restrain which was the policy of all our alli- 
ances and treaties) has remamed undistui’bed and ummpaired 
if it has not been augmented and improved. 

The final result to the British Government, is the entire 
loss of the benefit of the treaty of tuple allance against 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the estabhshment of a French army of 
fourteen thousand men in the dommions of one of our allies, 
in the vicmity of the territories of Tippoo Sultaun, and on the 
confines of the Carnatic and of the northern Circars. 

It is now become an urgent duty to make an effort for the 
arrangement of a system, the disorder of which already me- 
naces our safety by exposmg us to the hazard of a war, with- 
out the aid of an ally, while on the other hand, the mfluence 
of France acquires daily strength in every quartei of India, 
under the progressive system of introducmg French officers 
into the amnes of all the native powers. The principle of 
justice, good faith, and moderation enjoined by Parhament, 
and by the orders of the Honorable the Court of Directors, 
must form the basis of those comprehensive measures, the 
execution of which is demanded by the exigency of our pre- 
sent situation, and is favored by the pecuhar circumstances of 
the moment 

Pursuing no schemes of conquest or extension of domi- 
nion, and entertainmg no projects of ambition or aggrandize- 
ment eithei for ourselves or for our alhes, it is both our right 
and our duty to give vigor and effect to our subsistmg alh- 
ances and treaties, by restormg to our alhes the power of 
fulfilhng their defensive engagements with us. Through the 
means of moderate and pacific repiesentations, confiimed by 
the force of our own example, it must also be our pohcy to 
convmce the several powers of India, that their real mterest 
consists in respecting the rights of their neighbours, and m 
cultivatmg their own resources within the hmits of their 
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BCTcml tcmtoncs To thdo c/Turta, wc must add a firm 
rcriatancc ogalnit tlic intrusion of any foreign power, which 
alien cndcttvour (to the prejudice of oar alliances and in- 
terests) to acquire a preponderant influence in the scale of 
Indian politics, either by force or mtnguc But the primary 
object of all our ngilanco and care most be, the destruction 
of every seed of the French party already grown to so dan 
gerout a height j and still encreasmg m the armies and ooun- 
ciJs of tho Nirara of Sandiah, and of Tippoo, Tho exclusion 
of the influence of France from the doK^oni of the native 
states, IS not more necessary to the preservation of our own 
power, than to the happiness and prosperity of this port of 
tho world. 

In this first communication with yon, I have thought it ad 
visnblo to nppnxo you of the leading principles, which wiD 
regulate my conduct towards the native powers j and I have 
taken a general new of tho actnal state of onr political rels 
tioni in order to enable yoaio act with more confidence and 
dispatch upon such quekioiis of detail as may occasionally 
call for tho oxeraso of your judgment, in promotmg the 
objects of yoox mission 

JEIavmg received orertnres of a very fi^endly nature from 
the Rajah of Berar, who has requested the presence of a 
Bntuh Resident at his court, 1 have dispatched an ambas- 
sador to Nagpore, with full powers to ascertain the precise 
nature of the Rajahs views. Yon wiD make such nso of 
your knowledge of this circmnstance as you may think most 
advantageous in tho present state ofaSkm Without dead 
mg what benefits to the common cause of tho alhes may result 
oltunately fiwm this embassy it may be expected that tho 
appearance of an established mtercourso between this Go- 
vernment and that of Berar may lead Bcindiah to form tenons 
Tofletbons upon hia own situation and may tend to give ad 
diUonal confidence to the adherents of the Peiihwa and of 
the Nixam 

You will consider this letter as an answer to all those ad 
dressed by you to this Gervenunent, down to the date of your 
desnatch of the 19th June, 

I am, &C, &C., 

MoBNlffOTOK 
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No. XXIX. 

From Tippoo Sultaun to the Governor General 

Received 10 July, 1798 

Your Lordship’s friendly letter’’-' containing the agieeable 
intelligence of your arrival at Calcutta, and your taking charge 
of the Company’s affairs, leached me at the happiest of times, 
and afforded me a degree of pleasure and satisfaction that 
cannot he adequately expressed upon paper May the Al- 
mighty piosper to your Loidship this event’ By the divine 
grace, the exalted fabric of union and attachment, and the 
film foundations of friendship and hai’mony between the two 
states, are in full strength. To adhere to the obligations of 
existmg ti’eaties, is a constant object with me. Your Lord- 
ship is from your heart a friend and well wisher, and I am 
confident will hold in mind the observance of union and con- 
cord. I hope you will contmue to gratify me by letters noti- 
fying your welfare. 


No. XXX. 

The Earl of Morntngton to Lieut - General Stuart 
Sir, Fort William, July 14, 1798 

Mr Duncan will have commumcated to you the instruc- 
tions of this Government of the 18th of July. Knowing your 
zeal for the public service, as well as the supeiiority of your 
militaiy talents, I have the fullest confidence that you -will 
execute that part of the important ai i angement in question 
which shall come within your depaitment, with alacrity, 
vigoui, and dispatch You will soon be apprized of the 
whole extent and tendency of the plan m agitation , until that 
period I must request you to give me credit when I assure 
you, that I consider its success to be mdispensable to the 
security of our possessions in India. 

There is another point which appears to me to call for 
your vigilant attention, and although it is my intention to 
forward, by an early opportumty, the diiections of this Go- 
vernment on some parts of the subject, I should be glad m 


* The letter alluded to being merely complunentar), is omitted 
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tho fiwt initanco to receive the advantage of your opinion and 
of Mr Dunenne 

It appean nearly certain, by tbo laat occoonta from Europe, 
that the rrcncli vrill aoon dther conquer Portugal or compel 
tliat power to sign a dligraccful treaty of peace In either 
caao it la more than probable that the French will endeavour 
to obtain poaacaiion of Goa, cither by directing a force 
againit It, or by a formal ceaaion, which perhapi may be made 
a tecTct article of the peace with Portu^ 

Should Portugal fafl into the handa of France, either by 
conquest or by treaty, I have no heaitation m declaring that 
I would male every effort to tecuie Goa from the same fete 
and with thii new I would offer to the Portngue*e Qerremor 
of that settlement, the some terma proposed to the several 
l>utch Governments in India, if these terma ahould be re- 
jected 1 ahould immediately attempt the reduction of Goa, 
provided such a measure appeared practicable 

I wish to know whether you have any reason to hope that 
the Portuguese Goveimor would admit aBrituh gamaon mto 
Goa, and if be would what force you think neceaaary for 
that purpose, and what meana you would luggest for fhrmib- 
mg it. I ahould also wish you to state to me, without reserve, 
any measure which appears to you Hkely to frustrate the 
supposed designs of the French against Goa, and what force 
you would tiimk neceaaary for the reduction of that place in 
ita present state. 

I need not urge the importance of tho settlement m ques- 
tion to a person of your expenence and knowledge in the 
affairs of India. 

It win give me great satisfection to have the advantage of 
your correspondence, and your free opinion upon every sub- 
ject within the reach of jour ohtorvatioa wffl received by 
me as a personal fevour 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornimgton 
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No. XXXI. 

The Earl of Mormngton to Colonel JJ^tllmw Palmer, Poonali. 

(Private.) 

Sir, Fort William, July 14, 1798. 

In addition to tlie suggestions ofiered in my last letter, 
I msh to lecommend two points to your attention; the first 
will be best stated by the followng extract from my letter of 
this date to the Acting Resident at Hyderabad • — 

In framing the new subsidiary engagements with the 
Peisbwa, I desire you will endeavour to restrict the employ- 
ment of the British troops within his Highness’s dominions, 
to those impoitant cases in which his person or authority 
shall really he endangered, and that you will provide effec- 
tuall}^ against the use of the British force in those disgraceful 
services against petty renters and Zeimndars, which more pro- 
perly belong to Sebundy corps.” 

You will attend to this suggestion, which applies equally 
to the employment of die British force to he detached to 
Poonah, if it should continue there under a subsidiary treaty. 
The second point will also be explamed by another extract 
from the same letter — 

It IS very desfrable that a body of the Nizam’s troops 
shall be stationed upon the frontier of the Peishwa’s domi- 
nions, for the purpose of co-operating with our detachment 
in the restoration of order at Poonah. You will urge this 
measure to Azim ul Omra, but you will not advise the march 
of the troops until you have learnt from Colonel Palmer that 
such assistance is both necessary and acceptable to the 
Peishwa.” 

This extract requires no comment ; you will regulate your 
conduct accordmg to the mtimation which it suggests. 

I am, &c. Mornington. 


No. xxxn 

The Earl of Mormngton to Captain Kxrhpatrich 
(Private ) 

Sir, Fort William, July 14, 1798 

I return you many thanks for your several private com- 
mumcations, and I am happy to avail myself of an early op- 
VOL I ' X 
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portunity to express my approbation of your diligence and 
nctirity In the discharge of the important duties of your 
mission- I lUnll always acknowledge with gratitude the 
assutance which I reccired from the oxtensire knowledge, 
cxpcncncc, talents, and integnty of Major Kirkpatrick, 
during the period of my continnancc at the Cape. As he 
expressed a desire of being near my person, it is my intention 
to o/Ttr him the situatiQn of my Military Secretary whenever 
he shall amre in India , and as it is probable that he may 
touch at Madras, I mean to despatch a letter to meet Imn at 
that Presidency, suggesting to lum the semce which he 
might render to the public, by adding tbe 'exertion of bis 
talents to yourt In the present crisis of affairs, and by Tisit 
ing you for a short time, if his health should admit of such a 
journey 

My detailed instructions to you and to Colonel Palmer 
which accompany this letter will make yon fully acqnamted 
with the whole plan, of which the abstract was fbrwi^od to 
you on the 8tb of this month A few pomts remain to be re- 
commended to your BttentioQ. 

It is Tory desirable that a body of tbe Nlxami troops 
should bo stationed upon the fhiotier of the Peishwa s domi- 
mans, for the purpose of co-operating with our detachment 
m the restoration of order at Poonah, You wdl urge this 
measure to Axnn ul Omro, but yon will not adnso the march 
of the troops until you have learnt &om Colonel Pahner that 
such assistxmce is both necessary and acceptable to the 
Peishwa- 

In framing the new subsidiary engagementi with the Nissra 
I desire you will endeavour to restrict the employment of the 
British troops within his Highness s dominions to those im 
portant cases in which his person oranthonty shall really be 
endangered, and that you will provide effectually agamit the 
use of the Bridsh force m those disgraceful semces against 
petty renters and Zemindars, which more properly belong 
to Sebundy corps j this u an essential pomt. Your own dis- 
cretion win sufficiently warn you of the caution and secresj 
to be observed m the first step towards the proposed general 
plan- Above all you must take care to provide for the 
effectual dispersion of Perrons corps at the earhest possible 
period The Government of Fort St. George have my orders 
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to apprize you of tlie station appointed for assembling the 
trro regiments mtended for Hyderabad. The officei who 
will command the regiments sent from Fort St. George will 
be senioi to Lieut.-Colonel Hyndman, and nnll take the com- 
mand of the whole force. I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. xxxm. 

Genet al Harris to the Earl of Mornington 

My DEAR Lord, Madras, July 14, 1/98 

Oui preparations are going on with eveiy possible energy 
consistent with the necessary regard to secrecy, which I> shall 
maintam until I can be mformed from General Floyd, that 
the corps south of the Coleroon are prepared to move across 
it, and I shall not fail to keep your Lordship constantly ad- 
vised of the progress of our equipment, and of the effect 
which it may appear to have on the mmds of the enemy. 

Your Lordship will obseive that I have forborne to offer 
any opinion upon the pohtical part of this question, and this 
not from any disposition to withhold my sentiments upon any 
subject of importance to the national interests, but from a 
consciousness of my inabihty to assist your Loidship’s judg- 
ment. 

Amidst the trouble of my present situation, it is mdeed a 
great consolation to me that the momentous duty of deter- 
mmmg whether we must endure the calamity of war or remain 
peaceful as we now are, does not belong to me, but is en- 
trusted to a person so well qualified to decide it This 
1 emark appears a proper mtroduction to my reply to that pai t 
of your Lordship’s letter of the 26th ult. which respects the 
letter written by this Government to Admiral Rainier It 
had been so customary for Lord Hobart almost to dit ect the 
fleet, that the secretary drafted the lettei, and we passed it 
as an ordmary occurrence without the most distant idea that 
we were transgressing the strict hne of our duty. Ininadvei- 
tence therefore, not in any degree of infringmg upon your 
Lordship’s responsibility, this measure origmated , and whilst 
I shall acknowledge the piopnety of the public admonition 
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■WC have received, I cannot but feel gratified by the Bentunents 
which your X/ordship has been pleased to express m yonr 
pnvatc explanation 

I am, with great regard, 

Your Lordships faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo. HaREis. 


XXMV 

Tie £erl ^Jornlrngln /# GtnrrtJ NtrrU, 
MrDEARSra, Fort w nn«m isthjoly 179*^. 

I trauBmit with this letter a despatch from this Govern- 
ment in the Secret Department, winch I mnst request yon 
not to record until you receive further communications from 
me. The measure directed to he executed m the secret des- 
patch requires the utmost degree of promptitude, as well as 
of caution. My object is to restore tlie Niaam to some 
degree of cfBacncy and power The measure forms part of 
a much more ertenstve plan for the re>estabhslimeDt of our 
oUiancei previously to the moment when Tippoo may expect 
to be enabled to attacl. us. The whole of my arrangements 
wfU shortly be communicated to yon , at present, I sbaO only 
recommend to you m the most earnest manner the speedy 
and effectual execution of the measure directed m the an- 
nexed despatch, as 1 know your honest seal for the pubhc 
aemcc and the activity which accompanies it, I loot with 
confidence to the accomplishment of my anxious wish for the 
success of that part of my plan which u now committed to 
your charge. I imagme, that the best position for assembling 
the troops destined for Hyderabad would be m the Guntoor 
Circar You will feel the great importance of selecting a 
proper officer for this very arduous command The British 
force at Hyderabad, after the proposed addition will amount 
nearly to seven thousand men officers and artniery mcladed- 
It IB my intention if the plan should succeed to recall the 
Bengal regiment and to draw the whole detachment for 
I^rabnd from Fort St. George This wffl preserve a 
unity of difoplme m weD m prerent jealonijra id tho do 
Uchment. 1 ott will at once feel, tliat inch a command la 
an object for the ambition of yonr moit diatuiguiihed officers 
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I need not i ecommcnd the most strict attention to secresy in 
the ^vhole of this proceeding , the least intimation of my de- 
sign, would instantly set the whole French faction at Hyder- 
abad in motion, and frustrate the wliole of my views. It w'lll 
be necessaiy to appiize the acting Resident atHydeiabad, 
of the intended station of tlie ti'oops, in order tliat he may 
communicate with the commanding officer. I repeat my re- 
liance on you for the expeditious and effectual performance 
of this sernce, of whicli the importance in my estimation is so 
Ingh, that in addition to my applause on public giounds, I 
shall consider your cordial co-opeiation as a gieat claim on 
my piivate gratitude. I take this opportunity of suggesting 
to you, the expediency of as great an attention to economy in 
the mode of assembhng the army, as may be consistent with 
the great object of persuading Tippoo Sultaun, that we are 
really prepared to repel his menaced attack, or to demand 
such satisfaction for his late conduct, as we may deem just. 
The objects of economy and effectual preparation would be 
perhaps best combined, by ordering native troops only to take 
the field, and drawing the Europeans into the fiontier garri- 
sons with all necessary equipments ; I do not mean to disarm, 
until I shall have effected all my objects of renewing the 
efficacy of our alhances, and of obtaining satisfaction from 
Tippoo , I think, however, that I shall be able to accomplish 
all my measures without a war, and the ultimate effect of 
them will be, either wholly to avert that calamity for a con- 
siderable period of time, or to enable us to meet it with in- 
creased strength. 

You Will soon receive my ideas with respect to a permanent 
plan foi the defence of the Carnatic, by constantly keeping 
considerable stores of gram m the frontier foi tresses, and by 
establishing a tram of artilleiy at Arnee and Velloie, to be 
always maintamed m a state of readmess for the field. I am 
aware of the expense of the measuies of precaution, but I am 
persuaded that if we do not provide the pei manent means of 
movmg our army suddenly into Mysore, as the occasion may 
requue, we never shall be safe m the Carnatic. 

I have received your letter with an accoimt of your orders 
to the Resident at Tanjore, which I entirely appiove You 
will perceive that I had anticipated the want of the questions 
and answers of the Pundit, and that 1 despatched the on- 
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giiuila to you on tlio IGthofJune You will comnumicate 
tho whole proceeding to tJio Refiidcnts at Poonah ondllyder 
ttbad for information only, and not to be imparted to 
their rcipcctiro Court# I am iorry that Mr Cockbum doc# 
not go to Toiyorc, und very atmou# to know the names of 
your Committee, on wIio»c report mndi will depend. 

I am, &.C. MotiNTKaroN 

There can be no ol^ecdon to the public mention of your 
expectation of the 33rd* regnnent, I ihould even be glad 
that the newa reached Trppoo, a# it would convince him that 
I am in camcat. Should Tippoo dealre from you any ex 
planntion of our preparationa yon wiH be ao good aa to refer 
him to rao for an anawer If you ahonld be of opinion that 
the not encamping the European forcea will be likely to leave 
Pippoo to doubt the #enou#neaa of my intention#, I beg you 
wiU not attend to my aoggcationa with reaped to the measure 
of itabonlng the Engliah regimenta m the frontier gamaona 
iny object being to impresa the mind of Tippoo with aenoua 
aiiptohenaiom 


No XXXV 

Tlr E«rl ^ SJtmhigtm t9 CWmW IFVUrm Pthtrr 
(Pnvafe.) 

tjiKi Fbrt 'Wlflhin, 18tli Joly 1798, 

The ultelhgenco conveyed in your letter No 23 of the 
27th Jons, leada me to apprehend that the contest between 
Scmdinb and the Peuhwa may have terminated unfavourably 
to the latter before you can have received my instructiona of 
the 8th instant 

If that event ihould unfortunately have taken place, it ia 
still toy wish that you should endeavour to execute such part# 
of those TTiHtmctiotia as appear to you to be practicable, and 
for this purpose yod wiD concert measure# with the Qovem- 
Infynt of Bombay and the Acting Rendent at Hyderabad, 

I despatch thii letter to you by cxpre« lest hi the event 
which I apprehend, you ihcmld be induced to suppose that it 
might hi my mtenUon to abandon all hope of carrying mto 

* Then St Fort WnUsm feaifil. Colonel WeDesley beinff Uetitensot 
Colonel, and oWered to Msdni by Lord llonlagton. 
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effect any pait of the general arrangement communicated to 
j ou in my despatches of the 8th instant. 

You will have observed from my lettei of the 8tli instant 
to the Acting Resident at Hyderabad that even the total 
failure of the negociation at Poonali will not prevent me from 
making an effort to lecover the power and authority of the 
Nizam. I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No XXXVI. 

The Ed) I of ^formngton to General Earns 

My Dear Sir, Fort William, ISth Julv, 1798 

I return you many thanks for the despatch received by the 
Bo7nba^ frigate yesterday at 4< o’clock p m. The frigate met 
with such bad weather on her passage that she could not 
touch at Masuhpatam, and she arrived heie without Major 
Beatson, and so much disabled that she will reqmre a lepair 
at Diamond Harbour before she can return to sea. 

The information with which you have furnished me is suffi- 
cient for my present purpose, and I cannot express, m terms 
equal to ray real sentiments, my cordial approbation of the 
zeal with which you have entered mto all my views for the 
public service, and of the alacrity, dihgence and correctness 
with which you have executed all the commissions which I 
entrusted to your charge. I perceive however that the object 
and principle of my late directions to your presidency, are 
not thoioughly imderstood, for your satisfaction therefore I 
will state very shoitly a summary view of both. I have ob- 
tained the fullest evidence of the nature of Tippoo’s design 
agamst the Bntish power m India, and I have been apprized 
that in conformity to the pubhc declaration of his Ambassa- 
dors he has actually made preparations for carrymg that de- 
sign mto effect ^ At what moment he may think fit to strike 
the blow which he has openly menaced, must always be a 
matter of conjectuie, the interests and wishes of France are 
decidedly m his favor, the pi*ecise period of time when she 
may be able to afford him assistance must be uncertam, it is 
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equally uncertain whether the nnpetuosity of hla temper will 
8u0cr him to wait for that oaalgtanco , vanoui evcnti m India 
might ofTer opportumUoa whiclt ho might deem (and perhapi 
with reason) favorable to the auccess of his hostile projects, 
and without pretending to cstnnnto the considerations which 
may govern his conduct, it is evident that while we remam 
Without a soldier prepared to taJee the field m the Camabc, 
and without an ally to assist our operations wo yield to this 
implacable adversary the decided advantage of selecting the 
tunc and mode of his long meditated attack against our de- 
fenceless possessions. 

Under these cireumstances I have never considered that 
the option between temporary peace and immediate war re- 
sided in our own hands the motionless condition of our army 
on the coast, contrasted with the advanced state of Tippoo s 
preparations, places m his bonds not only that option but the 
choice of the moment of conquest, for m our present weak- 
ness, his first assault must be successful wWever might 
afterwards be regained by our perseverance and resohitioiL 

The true state of the question therefore is, whether by 
continuing unarmed and unalhed we shah abandon the issues 
of peace, war, and certain victory, to the discretion of a nn- 
dicUro enemy, or whether by resuming the power of meeting 
him in the field we shall place m our hands the advantages 
now possessed by Hlm- 

With this view of the subject, the assetabhiig our forces, 
and the placmg ourselves m a state of preparation for war at 
least equal to that of the enemy, appeared to me firom the 
first moment of the authentication of the proclamation to be 
measures not of choice but of irreaistihle necessity, and of 
mdispensable doty But I did not stop at this pomt, my 
decided opinion was and is that every practicable reduction 
of the power of Tippoo is warranted hy the pnnaplet of jus- 
tice, and demanded by those of policy and I therefore deter 
mmed in the first instance, to endeavonr to anbopato the 
execution of his projects of vengeance by attacking him on 
an aides without delay and thus mterceptmg his means of 
availing hnnself of the sohated aid of the French or of any 
other asnatance, which might be presented to hun by the 
variable course of Indian pohtica. But I never proposed to 
undertake any attack upon him, of which the success would 
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be doubtful in the judgment of those, "wliose opinions must 
ah\ays govern my discretion on evei)'^ question of militaiy de- 
tail , and although my judgment remains unaltered v itli re- 
spect to the justice, policy, and even indispensable necessity 
of an effectual leduction of Tippoo’s powei, I have not un- 
der^ alued the practical difficulties of such an attempt in the 
present moment 

The delay vhich must attend any movement of the army 
upon the coast, and the immense evpense of proti acted mili- 
tary operations had made a consideiable iinpiession on my 
mind, prenously to the leccipt of your letter, despatched by 
the Bombmj frigate, and I had m consequence of that im-' 
pression, relinquished all hope of effecting, within any short 
period, the onlj'^ operation which can afford permanent security 
to our possessions on the coast. 

Your letter, together with the opinion of Colonel Close,* 
confirmed the decision v Inch I had already taken, and proved 
that any effectual blow against the power of Tippoo must be 
deemed utterly impracticable undei the present ciicumstances 
of the aimy at youi Presidency. 

But the orders which I originally gave for assembling the 
array upon the coast, although pointed more particularly at 
the object of an ininiediate attack upon Seringapatara, were 
founded (as I have already stated) upon piinciples indepen- 
dent of the judgment which I might hereaftei form of the 
practicabihty of that object The measure of assembling the 
army and of continuing it, if not m the field, at least m a state 
of forward preparation, is indispensable to the present defence 
of the Carnatic, the secuiity of which it is my duty to esta- 
blish upon foundations more sohd than can be found in the 
forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun. In addition to this most 
pressmg object, my views at eveiy peiiod of this crisis have 
been extended to other general measures essentially connected 
with the security of our power in India, and with our means 
of restrammg the enmity of Tippoo I have always known that 


* These letters presented the state of the hladras army in a very alarm- 
ing' point of view, — namely, as not being capable of defending the E I 
Company’s temtones, much less of carrying on offensive operations, 
particularly in a country like Mysore, protected by an almost impregnable 
fortress as Seringapatam was considered 
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an ofTonaivc war of any Jong duration in Mywre would bo 
difOcult if not impracticable, without the co-operation of the 
Pcishwa, and of the Nitam, at Icaat to the extent of fodlitat 
ing tlie suppbcs of prorUion to our army in the field- A 
pnncipal branch therefore of the prccautionj, which from the 
first moment I proposed to take for our general defence, waj 
the restoration of those two members of the triple alhance to 
the power of fulfilling their engagements with ns- And it 
was always my intention that a ncgociation, accompanied with 
other measures for that purpose, sliould precede any attack 
upon Tippoo This part of my plan I ha?o not abandoned. 
It Is now m tram with erery fair prospect of snccess- 

I hare annexed to this despatch copies of sereral letters 
from the Residents at Poonab and Hyderabad and of my re- 
cent instractions to them- These papers will furnish you 
with a complete knowledge of the actual dispositions and m- 
terests of the two Courts, as well as of the natnre of the 
system which I have framed for the purpose of onitmg them 
with os upon the ongmtJ basis of oar BubsbtiDg treaties of 
defence agomst Tippoo- 

k on will observe that my view* have also been directed to 
avert another danger which I bare long considered with great 
apprehension and which is now aggravated by the inclination 
which Tippoo has manifested to admit large bodies of French- 
men into bis armies. 

The growth of a French par^ m the councils and armies of 
the several nattve powers of India had attracted my attention 
before I left Europe this evil has now reached an alarming 
height, pnd if not checked wiD soon produce conrohaona m 
the system of Indian pohtics, which may facditate the mtro- 
duction of the power and mfluence of France, and expose 
ours to imminent haxard. The French army at Hyderabad 
18 the main root of this misohie^ and I feel it to be a most 
urgent pomt of my duty to extirpate it without delay 

In considering the annexed papers yon wiD perceive what 
erroneous notions have been formed at Madras of tho temper 
and -news of Aum ul Omra and the Mahrattas as well 
inch respect to the reciprocal relations of the two Courts to 
wards ea rh other as to their common disposition towards the 
British Government The moment is very favorable for ad 
justmg their mutual differences, and for reconciling both 
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pal tics to co-operate with us .against Tippoo I do not ex- 
pect that Scmdiali will he able to oppose any effectual ob- 
stacle to the success of a plan founded on the real inteiests 
of all parties, and calculated to conciliate the appiobation of 
all the ancient fi lends of his family, and of all who possess 
any degiee of personal influence m his aimies oi dominions. 
It would be impossible to carry this plan into execution, with- 
out accompanying it by a respectable state of prepaiation in 
the Carnatic , as it cannot be supposed that Tippoo would 
lemain an inacthe spectator of our negociations at Poonah 
and Hyderabad, unless he were checked by an appeal ance 
of oui ability to move upon his frontiers. Our preparations 
are the necessary consequences of those which he has made, 
and it Avould neither be rational nor just in him to consider 
them as provocations of war. If the feai of an attack from 
him in the early stage of our preparations, is absolutely to 
preclude us from making them, we are indeed upon most un- 
equal terms inth him, and we must then at once determine to 
leave our fate at his disposal. For it will then appear that 
we dare not take the common precautions of defence, while he 
with impunity enters into an offenshe alliance with the 
French, for the declared puqiose of expelling the British 
nation from India Having already stated to you, that I no 
longer entertain any idea of an immediate attack upon Tippoo, 
it AviU follow that my objects must for the present be limited to 
those measures of general preparation and defence, which 
are absolutely necessary for enabhng us to recover the efii- 
ciency of our alliances, to repel any attack which Tippoo 
may make upon us, or eventually to support any representa- 
tion, which we may hereafter judge it advisable to make to 
him 

It IS not my intention to forward any despatch to Tippoo 
until the alhes shall have Concurred in it, — shall be ready to 
second our demand, and until our preparations shall be con- 
siderably advanced. The nature of our remonstrance to 
Tippoo, will be determmed by the circumstances of the mo- 
ment when it shall be made. 

I now pioceed to state to you another part of ray general 
plan for the protection of the Carnatic The lesult of my 
earliest enquiries into the nature and condition of the mih- 
tary estabhshments on the coast, convinced me, that there 
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existed a rodical defect m tlieni, which rendered them pecu 
harl) ill odttpted to accuro the pnnapd object of their insti 
tution, more capcdallym the actual stateof Tippoos prepara 
tioni, of hii temper, and of hia power It u impossible for any 
human foresight to ascertain the precise time when an attack 
from Tippoo may be expected , but It is a matter of pubbe 
notoriety that he will attack the Camatic, whenever circum- 
stances shall appear to favor his declared design To coun- 
teract such a design and to avert the dreadful evils which 
must attend even the most limited practical execution of it, 
the character of the enemy, and the nature of his force re- 
quire that our protecting force should be so constituted as 
to bo capable of sudden and rapid movements at a short 
notice. But the want of an establishment of draft bullocks, 
the want of a regular sj^item for the speedy collection of the 
carnage buDocks from tlie country the inadequate stores of 
grab and other supphes necessary for the provision of our 
army in the field the defects m the regulations for providing 
camp equipage, and lastly the want of a regularly established 
tram of a^dUcry with aH its proper equipments nearly dis- 
quahfy the army upon the coast for any speedy operation 
even of a defensive nature. 

This was my opuuoa previous to the receipt of your de- 
spatch, from the perusal of which, and of the paper accom- 
panying It, I am compelled to declare that I hare received 
the most alarming impressions of the totally defenceless state 
of the Camadc, m the present condition of our army as well 
as of the utter inefficiency of that force for any present pur 
poses even of the most limited nature of mere defence The 
report of your Adjutant General, states distinctly that the 
army m the Carnatic under its present circumstances cannot 
be put m motion, even for the purpose of defending that 
valuable possession under a shorter notice than six months, 

A body so tardy m its operations, cannot bo deemed a suffi 
cicnt (ieck upon the rapid and active movements which are 
supposed to form the characteristic qualities of the adversary 
to whom It IS opposed 

If the opmion of your Adjutant General is to be deemed 
correct, I have no hesitation in declaring that the army upon 
the coast, notwithstanding lU high state of discipline, and 
the acknottledged gallantry acthrhy and akdl of Its officen 



170S 


GLNCRAL IIARIUS 


141 


must be considered as an useless buithen upon tlie finances 
of the Company , being fioni its constitution, Avholly unser- 
\iceablc in the cinergency of that species of Mar, M'liich it 
must eier expect to encounter, until the chniacter of tlie 
cnemj and the natme of his foicc shall be entirely changed. 
It cannot be doubted that if Tippoo m consequence of his 
alliance with France, had received the aid of one or tM'o re- 
giments, either from the INIauritius oi from Fiance, he M'ould 
immediately hai e attempted an in iiption into the Carnatic ivith 
the whole force of his cavalry, mIucIi although diminished is 
still considerable. In such an event if the Adjutant General’s 
opinion be correct, your ai my could have opposed no obstacle 
to the progress of Tippoo for many months Tlie state of 
Tippoo’s preparations is supposed to be sucli, as to enable 
him to mo^e with facility and celeiity even for the pui poses 
of offence, M'hile the condition of our protecting foice is le- 
piesented by the Adjutant General to be such, as will not 
admit of its moving even for the pm pose of defence, befoie 
the commencement of the ensuing year. The acknoMledged 
talents and experience of your Adjutant General, Mill not 
allow me to treat his opinion lightly upon a subject so im- 
portant as that which was submitted to his considei ation , I 
am persuaded, that he is incapable of attemptmg to exag- 
gerate difiiculties, and I can conceive no motive which could 
induce him to endeavour to mipede theprogiess of measures, 
which it is his duty to execute with the full exei tion of his 
zeal and ability , yet if I am to receive his judgment impli- 
citly, I cannot view it in any other light, than that of a sen- 
tence of disqualification upon your aimy, as far as relates to 
theprimary object of its institution, namely, ** defence against 
a sudden invasion of the Carnatic.” I am, however, aware 
that this sentence of disabihty is mitigated m a considerable 
degree by your judgment and that of Mr. Cockburn, to both 
of which on every account, I pay the gieatest deference and 
respect. But even from the result of your opinion it appears, 
that it would be nearly three months, before the army could 
be enabled to move even for operations of a defensive nature* 
This my dear Sir, is a most serious considei ation to me, who 
am charged with the arduous responsibility of preservmg 
from injury, every part of the British empne in India, I am 
determined not only to apply an immediate remedy to this 
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c\i1, but to encounter the expense which I knotr must be 
incurnnl, in prondmgapermanent lecunty against the future 
return of the ponl of our present situation 'With this Tiew 
I mean to record my sentiments m the secret department 
upon the difUculties which obstrnct the moTements of your 
army; this step will be followed by a direction to your Go- 
vernmont'to report to me m coundl, the most ell^le plan 
for cnabhng the array upon the cAast to be in constant readi- 
ness to take the field expeditiously, upon any sudden emer 
gency On your report, combined wiA such information as 
I shall receive from the Commander-m-Chief, and from other 
authontics here I propose to ground a permanent system for 
the necessary pnrpose already stated In the meanwhile the 
measure which it is my mtention to suggest to you for our 
present defence, will lay tho foundation of a more regular 
estahlishmcnt of your means of taking the field in future, and 
wiD co-operate m promoting my nltnnate object My wish 
now IS that you should immediately encamp the native troops 
in such a position as you may deem most ebgible for expel 
ling any mrasion of tho Carnabc; that you should draw the 
European force immediately into the frontier gamsons; and 
zf your pomt of union should be, as I suppose it must be the 
Baramahl, that you should encamp the European force al so 
there before the period of the monsoon. 

You win also immediately procure the necessary draft 
bnBocks for the artillery it u my opinion that a pennanent 
establishment of these will be absolutely necessary for your 
fotore safety 

The carnage buBocLs must be bmed nmned lately accord 
mg to Me. Cockburn s suggestion some system must b«r^ 
nfter be regularly mtroduced mto the country m order to 
facilitate the collection of these upon all future emergenaes 

Gram and other necessary provisions must be stored m 
whatever place shall be judged most proper for such a dep6t 
J am persuaded that means most be found of constantly main 
^,Tiing upon the frontieri such a store of gram as would 
perve a large army for at least six months in the field. 

The tram of artillery roust be provided without delay 
this win serve as a foundabon for a permanent estabbahment 
of artiBery, to be always ready for use, the camp equipage 
will be furnished of course but the best mode of providing 
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inhclos in fiituie \m 11 be a loading object of jour icpoit 
to me 

Tims I liave endeavoured to open to your ^ lew the general 
outline of my arrangements for frustrating the united efforts 
of Tippoo and of Fiance My lending objects aie — to place 
youi army m a lespectable state of preparation for the pre- 
sent, and to enable it to mo\e Mitli alacrity and expedition 
on any future emergency. To restore to our Allies the pover 
of fulfilling their defensive engagements with us, both now 
and hereafter,* to destroy every seed of the Ficncli party, 
now g^o^vlng up in the heart of the dominions of one of 
our principal Allies, and on the confines of our own. 
By the natural and necessar}'^ effect of this change m the 
political state of India, to strengthen oui hariiers against the 
resentment and violence of Tippoo Sultaun, and to place in 
our hands the option of reducing his power accoiding to 
our discretion, instead of abandoning our tranquillity to his 
mercy. 

All these objects appear to me to be attainable , but if 
they should not be attained, the blame shall not be imputable 
to an)’’ failure of diligence or labour on my part. 

lam extremely pleased nith the accounts fromTanjoie, 
and I flatter myself that the country will at length become a 
scene of ordei and affluence, .an honour to the government 
of the Company and of the Rajah, and an increasing source 
of profit to both. 

Beheve me, &:c &c. 

Mornington. 


No xxxvn. 

77/e Earl of Morningto/i to Captain KirJipatricJi 

Sir, Fort William, July 18, 1798 

I take the earliest opportunity to acknowledge your two 
very mterestmg letters. Nos. 57 and 58. 

The intelligence which they contain corresponds in a 
striking manner "With the -view which I had taken in my m- 
structions to you and to Colonel Palmer of the 8th inst of 
the actual state of affairs at the Courts of Poonah and Hy- 
derabad, and leads me to foim a confident expectation that my 
proposed airangements for lestoiing to us the benefit of the 
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tnplc alliimco, will bo brought to a flucccasful iwue, unJeii 
ray endeavours should unfortonatcly be frustrated by the 
success of Scindmh s designs upon the power of the Pejihwa 
before Colonel Palmer can have rccerred my despatches of 
the 8th inst In your letter. No 58, yon r^te a sragular 
instance of the penetration of Anm ul Orara, who, as you 
will have observed, has anticipated nearly the whole prtn 
ciple and object of my instructions of ^e 8th inst. A1 
though I consider this coinadcncc of scntnnent as a very 
favourable circumstance m many pomts of view, I am appre- 
bensire that it may bo difficult to convince Astm ul Omra of 
the fact of my first instructions to Colonel Palmer havmg 
been despatched on the same day with those addressed to 
you. 

I think it necessary to authorize you to declare that I hare 
had no correspondence whatever with Colonel Palmer pre- 
viously to my despatch of the 8th mst. Ii ou will naturally 
observe to Axim ul Omra that he has foreseen nearly the 
whole of my plan with this material excepbon that the fun 
dsmental pnociple of my instructions, both to yon and CoL 
Palmer is an unreserved communicadon to each Conrt of the 
propositions to be made to the other, and that the foil pre^ 
vious knowledge and consent of all parties forms an essential 
condition of the whole arrangement This cirenmstance will 
afibrd suflSaent proof of my smeenty and, mdeed, I cannot 
conceive what possible motrve could be assigned for my pre- 
ferring the mtereats of the Pcishwa to those of the Nizam, or 
for my undertaking any negoaationj at Poonah without his 
Highness i participation 

But I repeat it, the best answer to any such suspiaon is 
to he found m the whole tenor and spirit of my instructions 
to you and to Colonel Palmer 

I shall wait for your reply to my letter of the 8th of July 
before I furnish you with my instructions upon any other 
points stated m your last despatches, 

I have the honour to be &c. 

MoEioKoroif 
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No. XXXVIII. 

General Harris to the Earl of Monuiiffton 
My dear Lord, I\Indras, July 22, 1798 

Wlien your Lordslnp hears of our difficulties from the 
ivant of cash, 3 ou will not be surprized that we begin to be 
very aimous to hear from you on this subject. 

Yesterday we advertized 3'oui ten years’ pioposal, from not 
ha\nng a better to offer, but much cannot be expected from 
it, as in the present state of exchange between the Piesi- 
dencies it would be a great advantage to purchase 5four bills, 
and send them to be placed in 3 our leimttance To equalize 
the exchange, we must remit the pagoda at nine shillings, which 
we did not think ourselves authorized to offer. 

AVe have also ad^e^tlsed tha' oposals will be received for 
bills on Bengal, and from vhicl e some expectations, or 
rhould be under the necei^..t-y ot itirely stopping our pre- 
parations, and which paitially is the case, having stopped a 
further proMsion of bullocks (draft) than will move our field 
train and some arrack carts I have not brought the corps 
from the westwaid of AVallajawbad out of cantonments, and 
I had intended to send the 36th into Arnee instead of allow- 
ing them to remain on field allowances, but shall wait until 
I hear furthei from your Lordship. A few days will always 
jom the troops from the cantonments of Arcot, Conatore, 
Arnee, and Vellore, as their carriage and camp equipage are 
ready 

General Floyd informs me the 3d N C. (the first corps 
ready with him) begins to cross the Coleroon the 17th or 
18tb, and will be five or six days in effecting the passage 
from his havmg but thiee boats , his Majesty’s 19th dragoons 
and 12th infantry will follow in about eight days. Any one 
of these corps would enable us to watch Tippoo should he 
come to see us. 

The camp atWallajawbad will consist of his Majesty’s 12th 
and 36th regiments, 19th dragoons, 3d and 4th N cavalry, 
1st B. 1st N mfantry, with the 74th and two corps of N I. 
in the cantonments 

A few days will always join these to the corps at Arnee 
and Arcot, &c. as carnage and camp eqmpage is now all 

VOL I L 
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really This, from absolute want of cash to maVo any farther 
preparation, must be the state luitfl your Lordship supphes 
US, I hftTc now, my Lord, to address you on the subject of 
the French prisoners whom I hare been much urged to send 
to Calcutta, but have refuted until I know your pleasure — 
1 As being well acquainted with the nuisance tliey would be 
in Fort AVflham 2. As I am doubtful whether, under the 
Capitulation of Pondicherry, wo can send them any where 
but to Europe without being guilty of a breach of it ; and 
3 As wc con get vessels here that will engage as cartels, and 
which I should instantly have closed with, but that I do not 
thbk it safe to despatch them without convoy, for fear of 
their going to Mangalore instead of Old France, 

I remain, with truth. 

Your Lordship s 
Faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo Haehjs. 

P S We have appointed the Comimssion for Taiyore, 
consisting of Mr Tonn Mr Harris (not even an acquaint 
ance of mine) and Mr Stratton, as youngest member and 
Secretary Your Lordship has a pretty good notion of the 
difBculCtes attendmg the finding proper members who are not 
more usefully employed 

The above young men have lately conducted themselves 
very much to their credit Mr Hams m a business of a nmi 
lar nature, m the Ramnad country, and Mr Stratton as Se- 
cretary to the Court of Cuteberry 

Your Lordship ■ favorites, Messrs Coctllnime and Lush 
ington are pofitively against accepbug the country from Ser 
fogee, and I join them most cordijly— but particnlan will be 
forwarded by the SybcUe, and then your Lordship will 
decide. 

The anwont of fixed pa, end anowance, of the arm, now 
under order, for the Fu,ld, la - Pagodaa 91 «9 

AddiUonal m the tlold ' 18 105 


2 09 ^ 
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No. XXXIX 

Tlic Earl of Morningtoii to Colonel JHlUam Palmer, Rttidcnt at Poonah 
Sir, Fori Willmm, the 25th 1708 

From tlie enclosed copy of my letter to the Resident at 
H3'derahad, you tvill obserte that I considei it of essential im- 
portance that the part of the proposed engagements with the 
Peislnra and the Nizam which relates to the dismission of the 
French from the ser\ ice of the two Couits, and the future 
exclusion of all persons of that nation from their respective 
dominions, sliould be finally ratified Mith all possible ex- 
pedition. 

You will accordingly take tlie necessary steps for obtaining 
without delay fioni the Peishwa a separate engagement com- 
pnsmg all the proposed stipulations in my letter of the 8tli 
instant, regarding the French. ^ The engagement should be 
concluded subject to my approbation, and should be forwarded 
to me with all practicable despatch for my ratification. 

It IS not improbable that the apparent reconciliation be- 
tween Nana and Scindiah, has been founded on engage- 
ments injurious to the rights and authority of the Peishwa. 
Should this conjectuie prove well founded, there is httle 
room to expect that Bajee-Row will evei consent to Nana’s 
restoration to his former influence m the admmistration of 
affairs, especially when it is considei ed that the grounds of 
the enmity between Bajee-iow and Nana are of a nature which 
would appear to preclude any hope of a sincere reconciliation. 

To use our influence for the restoration of Nana to his 
former power, in opposition to the Peishwa would be unjust. 

I have great doubts also of the policy of such a Ime of con- 
duct For it could not be expected that Bajee-row would 
adhere to engagements which subjected him to the control of 
the implacable enemy of his family, and such an arrangement 
might be expected to terminate either in an apphcation to 
Scindiah for his assistance against Nana, or m a connection 
with Tippoo to the prejudice of the triple alhance. 

Your communication with the parties will best enable you 
to judge of the consideration to which these conjectures 
are entitled. Should you he of opinion that the recent in- 
juries which Bajee-Row and Nana have mutuallj' sustained 
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from Dowlut Rno are likely to raduce them to forget their 
former imimoBibea, and that Nana can be restored to his 
former power, or placed m any other situation in the ministry 
at Poonah without danger to the immediate succeii of the 
proposed arrangements, or to their future stabOity, I shall 
readily acquiesce In such stipalations ns you may make In his 
faror 

You will consider the instructions which I hare given to 
the Acting Resident at Hyderabad for forwarding an ac 
count of the result of his proceedings under my initrucbons 
down to the latest date by the overland despatch which wiE 
proceed from Bombay by the Ist September next, as equally 
intended for your guidance. 

I am &C. Morntooton 


No XL. 

Cetrml Hrmt i» tJU Etrl 

My DEAB lord Jnly Ooe fji 1798. 

Your Lordships pnrate end pubhc letters of ISth mst. 
are this moment received You may rely that no tune shall 
be lost ra ginng direcbons for cairyiog into effect the orders 
they convey the moment I have determmed In what manner 
your mtenboDS will be best effected and which m the scat 
tered state of our troops to the northward and owing to the 
argent demands for them in other quarters requires much 
considerabon. 

July SOth. — Havmg turned the subject much m my imnd 
last night and this morning I am come to the resolubon to 
acqnaint your Lordship with two or three points by express 
before I finally determine from whence the force shall be 
brought. 

That unless we receive from Bengal a supply of money 
before the end of August, wo posibvely cannot proceed. 

That the manne battohon should he sent with every pos- 
sible expedibon to Masulipatam, and the 3«5<L here 

That the force you have ordered cannot be assembled in 
the Guntoor Circar before the end of August, as a battalion, 
if not two must go from the centre division, and where it is 
to be observed we have not a man to spare if an attack Is 
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made ; and lastly, that the execution of your Loi dship’s orders 
for sending- round tlie men of tlie S6th on the arrival of tlie 
S3d must be suspended if possible. 

I sent an order last night for steps to be taken for the 1 1th 
regiment to be assembled, hoping that the force could have 
been furnislied from the Cncars, but shall stop them for a 
few days, as I am now convinced half of it must inarch from 
here. 

Depend on every possible exertion, and that although de- 
pressed by want of cash, I do not despond, and am always 
very faithfully your Lordship’s obedient Servant, 

Geo. Harris. 


No XLI. 

From Tippoo SiiUaun to the Governor-General 
(Dated 1st Suffer, 1213, or I8th of Juhj,) 

[Received 2d of August, 1 798 ] 

In happy tune I had the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s 
letter, which afforded me great satisfaction, and its friendly 
contents have been understood — (vide letter written 14th 
Jime). Since the time that the country of Nuggur and Kori- 
aul was first subjugated, the Talooks of Ameera and Souleah, 
in which (latter) Kamtamungle and Coloorbajee are situated, 
have belonged to Koriaul, and this proved and confirmed by 
the records of a century — ^The names of the persons who 
paid the collections of those Talooks to the ofiicers of Koriaul, 
of those who collected the revenues of them, and the accounts 
of advances made to the Ryots for the purposes of cultiva- 
tion, are contained m those records, and from the first esta- 
bhshment of the authority of this Sircar down to the year 
1220 of Mohummed, they have been attached to the country 
of Koriaul The Coorga people have had no concern in them. 
Indeed, between the above Talooks and the Coorga country 
vast hills inteipose. By the Treaty of Peace, the Talooks of 
Ahmednuggur, otherwise called Chuckloor, belongs to my 
Sircar, and Wynaad (or Wynaur) is a Kurreah (or village 
■with its appertaining lands) among the Kurreahs of Ahmed- 
^uggur above the Tambacheiry pass. The territory of the 
Company is below that pass, and the hills form a barrier 
between 
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1 our Lordship Ims wnttcn that “ f ubordJuate officer* are 
naturally inclined to moLo misrcprcscntationB to their respec- 
tive govemmentf In such trivial coses, and to foment jealousies 
and distnrbancc* " — It is certain, then, that in plant and 
simple case*, the representations of interested people will not 
have any weight or credit whatever with your Lordship 
Norcrthelcss as your Zxirdship is desirous of obtaming an 
explanation and removing donhts, orders have been iisu^ to 
the ofiiccr* of Konaul to confer with the persons who may bo 
appomted from the 3Ialabar side , and fairly to ascertain and 
remove all doubts, a person of rank shall also be depnted by 
me for this business. By the favour of God the bonds of 
friendship and union ore firmly drawn between the two 
States, and I am to the last degree disposed to give addi- 
tional strength to the beneficial system of amity and peace. 

Behcving me gratified by the agreeable mtelhgence of your 
Lordships welfrre, I hope yon will always contmne to rejoice 
me by your exhilarating letters. 

A tree Copy N B, EoMosrroKs 

Perviu Tnoilstor to Oort. 


No XLIL 

Tlr IhtMcsm t* tk* EtA UrrniMgim. 

Mt Loan, Bombsy Sd Aagait, 1798 

I lose no time m acknowledging the honor and grabfica 
bon I have expenenced in the receipt of your Lordship s 
communication of the Gth ult. that reached me on the 30th 
of last month , and from the obliging expresooiis xn which I 
am encouraged, and shall certainly feel every mclmatxon to dis 
charge the particular duties dependent on me m a manner to 
afford satuiaction to your I^irdship, whose mstmctions and 
advice whenever I may be favored with either can never fail 
to have their foil operation on my conduct. 

Havmg imparted to fhpi Commander m-Chief as well as 
to the Hon, Air Norths the particnlar* relative to the mea 
sores m deliberation respectuig Tippoo the former has 
furnished me with the state and disposition of our force* 
whence ft appears that the present gamson of Bombay 
consists of the King f 75th regiment, two compames and 
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a half of .utlller^, ono legiment of native infantry, six com- 
panies of the grenadier battalion of N. I. and about half the 
marine battalion, composing an effective force of 815 Euro- 
peans, and 2,S20 Natives, besides 860 gun-lascars, ^nthout 
arms , and of the Sepoys, about se\en hundred are at present 
unfit for field seivice; neither can the marine battalion be 
relied or reckoned on, ns a part of the gariison, because their 
numbeis are constantly fluctuating, and are no more than 
sufficient for their proper diKic*; 

Tannah, in Salsctte, is gai ri<?oncd by invalids, and a de- 
tachment of h^o companies of natne infantiy from Bombay, 
Surat, by one company of Europeans from the Company’s 
regiment in IMalabar , half a company of artillery, and the 
local battalion of Sepoys. 

In Malabar, ve have the 77th regiment, and the Company’s 
European regiment (excepting the company detached to 
Surat, and the detachment on board of the Bomhay frigate) 
three companies of artillery, and three regiments and a half 
of natl^e infantry, exclusne of the pioneers, gun-lascars and 
Sebundy corps Thus by the present distribution of our 
forces, the fai greater part of our aimy is m the provmce of 
Malabar, and so situated that, from the season, it cannot nn- 
inediately be called up to service in the northern quarters. 

Under these circumstances. General Stuart (whose zeal for 
the service and professional ability I dare say your Loidship 
is fully a^are of) thmks that, without much hazard, so large 
a force can hardly be detached fiom the garrison here, as to 
the greatest number your Lordship’s letter adverts to , or of 
more than 500 men fioin the 75th legiment, -with one com- 
pany of artillery and complement of gun-lascais, and also the 
six companies of the grenadier battalion, making 350 men, 
with the 2d battalion of the 4'th regmient, consisting of 900, 
composing in all 1250 sepoys , it being at the same time fur- 
ther observed by our Commander-in-Chief, that the emer- 
gency of the case could perhaps alone warrant our sparing 
such a great proportion of the force, which is not even now 
deemed adequate to the defence of this place weie it attacked, 
and it will consequently be necessary to supply and replace 
them, without delay, by drafts from Malabar The General 
also intimating that, in the intennediate time, and until the 
aiiival of the reinforcements (which can hardly be looked to 
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before the end of September or middle of October), he will 
not bo inclined to hold himself responsible for the conse- 
quences, in ense of any attack on Bombay, which, although 
not a probable event, seems afill within the range of pof« 
bihty, and desmng likewise to notice for your Lordships 
observation that wo should have found less difficulty in send 
ing a force from Alalabar, where the grelitest part of our 
army is stationed, ond the troops ready for field-service, all 
except what must bo loft in the gomsons of Cauiumore Cochin, 
and Paulgbout, with one native regiment (as I calculate) to 
preserve the peace throughout the districts to which the 
Sebundles olono ore not adequate so that I hardly suppose 
wo conid safely send from Malabar above 3,000 Native In- 
fantry IVom the force at present stationed there, whether to 
come up here or to act In that quarter m co-operation with 
the hladnts arm) , ond there is certainly more material danger 
in withdrawing any part of oar force from Malabar, at this mo- 
ment, than might ho probably meurred by sending all the 8000 
men m question to act against the Sultann s temtones m that 
quarter for whilst the troops were acting witbm the obser 
ration of the Malabar chieftains these btter would, at least 
be quiet during our successful progreu but if they see the 
troops withdrawn as it were altogether, by bringing them np 
to Bombay they will be opt to ascribe it to our necessities 
and weakness, and to presume accordingly for they one 
and all continue still uneasy under the yoke we have been 
endeavouring to impose on them and are only manageable by 
pohey, aided bv the appearance at least, of a competent mi 
htary force* 

Having thus submitted to your Lordship the GeneraTs opi 
nion and my own as it is onr duty — be assured I shall when 
your further initnictiona amve leave nothing undone to give 
them the fuHeit possible effect, and shall m the mean time, 
write to Fort St George as your Jjordship has suggested. 

^ our Ijordsbip may m thi« and in all other instances rely 
on my secrecy , but there will I fear be no disguising the ob- 
ject of DOT preparations because the notoriety of Malartic s 
publication (which I long prevented getting into the news- 
papers here and until they were printed m the Bengal ones) 
leaves but one general belief that your Lordship most unavoid 
ably adopt the measures now in meditation , and which I do 
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also most fer\ently join my o^^n ^^lslles to those of joui Lord- 
ship, ma} yet teiininate in the confirmation of the public 
peace 

I must still add the farthci opinion of Geneial Stuait, that, 
if so gieat A draft of tioops be made from this Picsidency, it 
will be absolutely necessari to raise another natne regiment. 
He at the same time doubts, whether the IMadins Govern- 
ment Mill be able to spare us a man, in i\hich case, I might 
pcihaps obtain one or tiio baltahons fioiii the Rajah of Tia- 
lancore, on the terms of the ti cal) Mith him, if }Our Lordship 
•qipioies of that evpedicnt 

I have the honor to remain nilli the utmost consideration. 
My Lord, }our Loidship's 
jMost obedient and lery humble seivanc, 

JoN\TiiAN Duncan 


No XLIII. 

'J7/C End of Monnngton to the Rc'ndent at Luchme. 

Sir, Fort William, '6tli Augiut, 1/98 

I have received your letter of the 27th iiltmio 
Consideimff the advance of Golauni Maliommed Khan to- 

O 

wards Rohilcund without my sanction, as a decisive jiroof of 
his intention to create disturbance, I hare communicated the 
intelligence Minch you ha\e tiansmitted respecting him to 
the commanding officers at Futtehgliur and Cawnpore, and 
have desired them to hold in readmess such part of their 
force as they may judge necessary for suppressing any com- 
motion which may be excited by Golaum Maliommed and his 
adherents. 

You -will also apply to the Nabob to furnish a body of his 
troops to be stationed at Nujeebadad oi at vffiatever place 
may be found advisable, and you will, in conceit with the 
Vizier, direct Nussur Ullali Khan to have recouise to eveiy 
means in his powei for preventing any of the Rohillahs flom 
joming Golaum Mahommed Nussur Ullah Khan must be 
ordered to apprehend and send to Lucknow any peisons who 
may be detected in favoring the views of Golaum Mahommed 
You will communicate to Major Geneials Craig and Steivart, 
such farther information as you may receive respecting the 
designs of Golaum Mahommed Khan, and you will concert 
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with tho«c offlcori and with the Vmcr tho detail of the mea 
euTcs which may bo ncecsBary for prcfemng the tranquillity 
of tho country 

In the meanwhile no time ahould be loit m obtaining tho 
Mners conaent to tho remora] of the whole of the family of 
Golaum Mohommed, incladlng Iiw aono, together with any 
treasure which tlio family may have in their posicflaion to 
Benares 

A ou will hare rcceired my letter to tho Vliier prcaihig hnn 
for tlie payment of the arrean of hia lubaidy Aa I am per 
auaded his Excellency poaaeaaea ample means of discharging 
the whole arrear without waiting the receipt of the collections 
from the countiy, I desire that you will urge to him, in the 
strongest terms, my expectation that he will immediately re- 
sort to whntercr resources of any description he can command 
for tho purpose of fulfiUing hia engagements 

hly intention of nntlng Lucknow has suspended my answer 
to your aereral letters, but os I bare thought it adnsable to 
postpone my ruit to that place for some tune I shall proceed 
without delay to the consideration of the ranons pomts on 
which you hare desired my instructions 

1 am, & 0 . 

MoENlHOTOIf 


No XLIV 

Thf E€ri ^ /# Tlpf** StUwmm 

Fort 'WHlianj Aa^iut 17P8 

Your Highness s Letter gare toe great $&tufkctioD at tho 
—mo tune that it reached me, I received from the Commis- 
noneri in Malabar thmr final opinion upon the subject of 
"Vrynaad^ Aftwr a full exammahon of every circimistance 
relating to your rights and to thoee of the Company I am 
now conviDced that Wynaad was not ceded to the Company 
by the treaty of peace and therefore that it belongs to your 
Higbnets As it never wiD be my wish to contest tho smali- 
eit particle of your Highness « rights, I hsre directed the 
Commissioners to make a formal acknowledgment of the jtis- 
tico of your rlap n to Wynaad which district you will occupy 
whenever it may suit your pleasure. As some doubts how 
ever remain whether the Tambacherry Pass bo not included 
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in the cessions made to the Company, hy the tieaty of peace, 
I have directed the officers of the Company to confer on that 
subject, with the person to be appomted by your Highness. 
All question between your Highness and the Company with 

respect to Wynaad, is now brought to a happy conclusion 

The right to the Tambacherry Pass, and to the Talooks of 
Ameerah and Souleah and Ersawaraseemy still remains for 
discussion. You will find me sincerely disposed to consider 
the several questions relating to these districts, with the same 
impartiality, of which I have endeavoured to afford your 
Highness an uneqmvocal testimony in the final settlement of 
your claims upon Wynaad. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Gort 


No. XLV. 

General Harris to the Earl of Moi mngton. 

My Dear Lord, Madras, 7tli August, 1798 

My last letter to your Loi dship, of which I now transmit 
a duphcate, was in a more despondmg strain than you were 
probably prepared to receive , but if it had been my wish to 
soften the tiuths which it contamed, I should have deemed 
it treacherous to your Lordship to have done so, for as the 
responsibihty of the orders rests exclusively with your Go- 
vernment, it was especially incumbent on me to apprize you 
of the difficulties which opposed their execution, that you 
might be enabled to send us early and effectual succour 
The situation of a person to command the detachment^ has 
been justly considered an object of the greatest importance , 
after the fullest enquiry my choice has fallen upon Lieut - 
Colonel Robarts commanding the 11th native legiment, he 
was at Hyderabad with it till reheved by the Bengal detach- 
ment, and gave great satisfaction to the Nizam and his Mi- 
nisters. Lieut. -Colonel Dahymple, the brother-m*law of 
Lieut -Colonel Robarts is the second in command, and an 


* This refers to the portion of troops which the Governor General or- 
dered to be assembled in the Guntoor Gircar (see Map) for the purpose 
of marching on Hyderabad, in order to disarm the French legion of 
11,000 men then in the service of the Nizam 


OENERAL IIARRU, TO AogUlt, 

officer of b]gh mflitnry character he wai alio before at Hy 
dembad, and U the officer who so much diatuiguUhed hTTn>i» 1 f 
at the taking of Ilaibor But as Sir Alored Clarlc is per 
ftctly acquainted with their characterf, I beg to refer your 
Lordship to him for more particular bfonnation It will 
appear somewhat cxtraordmaiy to your Lordship (upon a 
perusal of the accompanying minute read in Council Ae 18lh 
instant, hut withdrawn for the present) that the required de- 
tachment would ha\c been noiriy ready at this tuna if the 
want of money liad not afforded so serious on objection and 
If I hod not IxKin much importuned to refrain from the mea 
sure, and i>erhaps convinced that I ahonld hare met with 
much counteraction which hi my present temporary situation 
it would hare been troublesome to orcrcome. The receipt 
of your instnicliona placed the measure in a stronger pomt of 
new, and yesterday I dehrered to the Coonefl the mmute 
No, 2. 

Ohjeeboui were, as I expected, enumerated but as 1 de^ 
cUred my resolution to take the measure upon myself and 
esecQte it witli my own frinds if no pubhe money could be 
obtained the opposition was sdenced and my arrangements 
were mstantaneoasly put in execution 1 must confess to 
your lordship that this minute baa rebered the disquietude 
ofmmd under which I wrote my last letter j because I feel 
that I hare done my duty towards the public and myself m 
adrertmg to the difficoldes to which we are exposed 5 whilst 
I hare at the same tune placed yonr Jordtlup* wishes in the 
best possible tram of accomphshment and write this letter 
under a determination to use my unceasing endearours for 
their effectual and speedy completion. In the ranoui consi 
derations tb*t will engage your Lordship s mind m deliberat- 
ing upon the great question, that of the Innited powers al- 
lowed to the Commander m-Chief on the coast, will not 
escape you. In the event of hostflitjes, I should most 
earnestly wish your lordship to be here end the Commander 
m-Chief m India to be m command of the army { for although 
I have no doubt your Jjordship would endeavour to prevent 
the certam bad consequences of placing me m the command 
without an extension of my previous powers I am thoroughly 
convinced that the service would most essentiaDy benefit by 
your Lordships presence nt Madras 
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The outline of your Lordship’s ideas for the defence of the 
Carnatic, appears to me perfectly coriect, and so sensible 
am I of the necessity of stores and a tram in advance, that 
you will have a plan immediately laid before you, for putting 
the Pettah of Kistnagheriy into a state for a depot. The 
unusual swelling of the rivers at Trichinopoly, and our total 
want of preparation in e^ ery way, not a boat being ready, 
and the Nabob’s people doing nothing, has eaused a delay m 
that quarter, which might have been most fatal, had Tippoo 
come down when he first received intelligence of our prepara- 
tions. 

I am my Lord, , 

Your very faithful and obedient servant. 

Geo. Harris. 


No. XLVI. 

T/je Earl of Mo) mngton to Lieut -Col JF Palmer, Resident at Poonah, 
Sir, Fort Willmm, 9th August, 1798 

Your letter of the 13th July, No. 28 , is now before me. 

In the 11th paragraph, you state the probability of the 
Peishwa’s endeavouring to save his person by joining the 
forces of the Nizam, but you add youi apprehension, that 
he may find it difficult to eflfect Ins letreat if Scindiah should 
determine to seize hun in the city. 

Under such circumstances, it is possible that the Peishwa 
might be able to effect his retreat with more facility, if he 
were to direct his motions towards Bombay, and to join our 
troops 

If therefoie the Peishwa shall have consented to the pro- 
positions contained in my instructions to you of the 8th July, 
I authoiize you to offer him a retreat at Bombay, and to 
assure him, that he will be received with every mark of res- 
pect and friendship, and that his person will be protected 
with the most exact attention 

You wiU take caie to give sufficient notice to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, if the Peishwa should be likely to avail 
himself of this offer, in order that they may prepare for his 
reception 

I am, &c. 
Mornington 
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No XLVn 

The Etrt ^ hSmingt^n U Ccpitn J A Kirkp^trieh *cii»g Haidfni ti 
flfdtnltd 

Sir, FortWnikm IlthAnfBrt 1793. 

I linTQ reccired your letter of the fi4th July, to which I 
now return my answer 

By referring to my detailed Instmctioni of the 8th July, 
you will perceive that the arrangements which I propose are 
not limited to a mere enlargement of our existing subsidiary 
engagements with the Niiam. 

I collect from your letter, that Axtm \il Omra would be 
lihely to require three conditions m addition to those stated 
m the abstract of my instructions of the 8th July before he 
would consent to accede to my propositions. 

The first, an engagement to support the succession of Se- 
conder Jah. 

Secondly the power of employing the Bntisb detachment 
in carrying into effect vanoos measures of internal reform in 
the Nisam s domnuons 

Thirdly the extenrion of my proposed arbitration of the 
existing differences between the courts of Poonah and Hyde- 
rabad to any cases of difference which may hereafter anio. 

It is my decided intention to support the succession of Se- 
cunder Jah. But I have directed you to conceal that mten- 
tion from Axun ul Omra for the present, under an apprehen- 
sion that the disclosure of it m}ght excite auapicwn and 
jealousy in the mmd of the Nixam. 

11^ however, you should be of opinion that this commumca 
tion could be made to Agrm ul Omra, without any danger of 
the nature which I apprehend I authonae you to act accord 
mg to your own discretion m this respect. 

With regard to the employment of the British detachment 
withm the Nisam s dominions it appears to me that I hare 
already laid down the rule with sufficient clearness m my letter 
of the 14th July; in which I baTO directed that the employ 
ment of the British troops m his Highnosi s domimons shall 
be restneted to those important cases m which his person or 
authority shall be endangered and shall not be extended to 
those semces which more properly belong to Sebundy corps 
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Thi*; rule would cortiunh admit of llic cmjdo^mcnt of the 
det.achmont in the stated in >our letter of the 21th 

Jnh, nor nni I aware of an) objection to the use of the British 
troops under the direction of the Niram’s ininistcrsj in sci- 
\i(es connected with the introduction of a s^steln of internal 
reform into his Highness’s dominions. 

If the Courts of Poonah and Ihderahnd, shall concur in 
accepting nu arbitration of their subsisting difl’ercnccs, theie 
wall be c\erj reason to hope, that the} would be prepared to 
receive a similar sccurit} against the cflccts of any disputes 
which ma} hereafter arise. If nc\er was my intention to 
confine my interposition to the cncumstances of the present 
moment, lU} object being to unite the interests of the two 
courts, upon a permanent basic 

]M} wash unquestionably is, that the Company sliould for 
the future, be placed in the situation of a mediator between the 
other two branches of tlie triple alliance, and sliould lieic- 
nftcr by a timely interposition of good offices, pre\cnt them 
from engaging in contests, which must eventually impaii the 
strength of both parties, and defeat the ends of the triple 
alliance 

I am. See. 

Mornington. 


No XLVni. 

[Minute of the Go^e^nor-Genelal in the Secret Department ] 

The Governor-General. Fort Willmm, August 12, 1798 
In communicating to the Board an authentic copy of the 
proclamation issued by the Governor-General of the Isle 
of France, durmg the residence of the Ambassadors of 
Tippoo Sultaun in that island, I informed the Board that 
I would prepare the detail of such measures, as appealed 
to me most advisable for tlie purpose, of frustrating the 
umted efforts of Tippoo Sultaun and of France. Accord- 
ingly I have laid before the Board, for that necessary pur- 
pose, a number of propositions, connected in their prin- 
ciple as well as in then object, and I have endeavoured to 
carry the proposed system of measures into execution with 
every practicable degree of diligence and despatch MHien it 
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U remembered that I did not tale charge of thU Government 
until the 18th of May, that the proclamation did not nmlf^ 
its first appearance at this Presidency until the 8th of June, 
and was not authenticated here tmtil the 18th of June, I trust 
it win appear that I have proceeded with as much expedition 
ns was compatiblo with the due consideration of the vanoui 
and Important questions which demanded my decinon• ** 
Although the leading objects of the several propositions 
which have been adopted by this Government may be col- 
lected from my late correspondence with the Governments of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, and with the Residents at 
Poonah and Hyderabad, it may be useful to review with 
more particularity, the circamstances which have suggested 
this system of measures to my judgment. My present mten- 
tion, therefore, is to explam and illustrate the principles upon 
which that system is founded, the means by which I hope to 
carry it mto effect, and the ends which I expect to accom 
phsh by Its ultimate success and pennaneDt establishment 
In this retrospect of my conduct, I shall disclose without 
hesitation or reserve, the whole train of refiections which has 
passed m my mind dunng the agitation of this intricate and 
extensive subject { and I shall avow without disguise, every 
successive vsnation of my opinion and every instance m 
which I have reluctantly snbmitted my unaltered judgment to 
the pressure of practical diffieulbes nor shall I deny that 
I have ultimately pursued a course far within the hmita of 
that, to which the sense of my own duty and character the 
clearest prmaples of justice and of pohey the unquestionable 
rights and mterests of the Company and the honour of the 
British name m India, would have directed me if the obsta- 
cles to my progress had not appeared absolutely msnr 
mountable. 

The various considerations which have successively en 
gaged my attention may be stated In the foUowmg order — 


• The Mlanto of the Goreroor-Oenorm] («eep.54) respectln^fthc ftoso- 

dlatrets of lodk, besnogdate ISFth Jooe 17^ demooitntes that Itre- 
qnired deliberation before Increasedftipeasa were to be Incurred j and it 
■itrt prorea that Lord Momin^oa had ettentirelj examined the whole 
qnettion ot the ^>ecaDlar 7 embarraismenU In which hli Lordihlp femnd 
the East India Companx • territories Inrohed 
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First, — ^The nature and character of the recent proceedings 
ofTippoo Sultaun. 

Secondly, — ^Thc rights and interests of the Company, and 
the principles of my duty arising out of those proceedings. 

Thirdly, — ^Tlie circumstances ■which might suspend or limit 
the actual evercise of those rights, the immediate and com- 
plete establishment of those interests, and the satisfactory 
dischaigc of that diitjE 

Fonrtlil},' — The intermediate piecautions uhich might be 
adopted during the suspension of nioie effectual measures, 
and the securities wliicli might now be prorided against the 
return of oui actual dangei. 

The first considciation requiied an attentive exanimation 
of the proclamation issued at the Isle of Fiance, together with 
all the collateial circumstances accompanying that extra- 
ordinai'y publication The pioclamation made its first ap- 
pearance at Calcutta in a newspapei of the Sth of June. 

Upon the fiist view of the subject, I uas mucli inchned to 
doubt the authenticity of the proclamation It seemed in- 
credible that, if the French really entertained a design of 
furnishing aid to Tippoo, they u ould publicly declare that 
design, when no other appaient end could be answered by 
such a declaration, excepting that of exposing the project in 
its infancy to the observation of oui Governments, both at 
home and in India, and of pieparing both for a timely and 
effectual resistance It did not appear more probable that 
Tippoo (whatever might be his secret design) would have 
risked so public and unguarded an avowal of his hostility, 
however, even under these circumstances, I thought it ad- 
visable to transmit a copy of the proclamation to the Governor 
of Fort St. George, in a private letter of the 9th of June, 
apprizing him that, if the proclamation should prove authentic, 
it must lead to a serious remonstrance from this Government 
to Tippoo, the result of which lemonstrance must be uncer- 
tam, my lettei, therefore, directed him to turn his attention 
to the means of collecting a foi ce upon the coast, if necessity 
should unfortunately reqmre such a measure 

The fiist regular authentication of the pioclamation which 
I received was contamed in the letter from Lord Macartney, 
of 28th March, and in that from Sir Hugh Christian of the 
same date, received on the ISth of June. It could now no 

VOL I. M 
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longer be doubted that tlio proclamation nctually had been 
issued by tlic GoYcmor Gcnc^ of tbo Isle of France Still, 
however, it might have renmined a question whether this 
step might not liavc been token without the concurrence of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and for the promotion of some separate 
object of the Frencli Government, unconnected with his in- 
terests and unauthomed by hb consent. From the accounts 
which 1 had received of the state of the Isle of France, I was 
led to hcheve that the object of Mr Malartic might have 
l)cen to clear the Island of the adherents to the cause of the 
present Government of France, rather than to afford any 
effectual assistance to Tippoo It appears, however, from 
a more accurate mvestigntion of evidence that the ship (which 
first convoyed to the Isle of France those accounts of the last 
revolution in France and of the violent measures projected 
ngamst the Isles of France and Bourbon which occasioned 
the late disturbances at Port Nord Quest, and the expuliioa 
of the French national troops from thence) did not reach the 
Isle of France until Tippoo sAffibassadors bad departed from 
thence on their return to hlongalore. The assistance afforded 
to Tippoo cannot therefore have been connected with the 
recent commotions in the Isle ofFrance Howerver I do not 
apprehend, unless some new rovolutiDn shall happen m the 
Isle ofFrance, that Tippoo Sultaun will bo able to derive any 
considerable aid from that quarter But whatever may have 
been the mottves of Monaieor Malartic m this transaction, 
the object of Tippoo Sultaun was always plain and clear 
although, fortunately for our interests, his success has not 
yet been answerable to the extent of his design. Of the 
object of that design, I soon possessed ample proof ansuig 
from the best evidence which the natnr© of the case could 
admiL In the first place it appeared by the general tenor 
of the letters from the Cape as well as by every pubhc ac- 
count which had been given of the transaction to be an 
undisputed fact that Tippoo despatched two Ambassadors to 
the Isle ofFrance and that the proclxunation m question was 
pubbihed subsequently to tberr arrival and dormg their resi- 
dence m that isl^d. These facts would perhaps have been 
sufficient without further inquiry to warrant a strong pre 
sumption that this proclamation, purporting to declare the 
object of the embassy must have been framed with the con 
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sent and kno^vledge of the Ambassadors of Tippoo, then on 
the spot, and must have corresponded v ith their instructions 
from tlieir soveieign, Vihose oiders tliev vould scarcely have 
\entured to exceed m a matter ofsucli serious consequence as 
the conclusion of an alliance, offensne and defensive, with the 
French In order, hoive\ei, to obtain the most accurate in- 
foimation with respect to the circumstances attending the 
leception of the embassy, the publication of the pioclamation, 
and the conduct of the Ambnssadois, I examined, upon oath, 
some lespectable peisons who were present in the Isle of 
France during the residence of the Ambassadors atPortNord 
Quest. From the concurrent testimony of these persons, 
since corroborated by intelligence from various quarters, I 
obtained a connected account of the wliole transaction. 

Tippoo despatched two Ambassadors, who embarked at 
Mangalore foi the Isle of France, id arrived there at the 
close of the month of January 1798 'hey hoisted Tippoo’s 
colours upon entering tlie harbour of Poit I^ord Quest, were 
receued publicly and formally by the French Government 
with every circumstance of distinction and respect, and were 
entertained during their continuance on the Island at the 
public expense. Previously to their arrival, no idea or 
rumour existed m the Island of any aid to be furnished to 
Tippoo by the Fiench, or of any prospect of a war between 
him and the Company The second day after the arrival of 
the Ambassadors, an advertisement was published of the 
same purport as the proclamation, and immediately afterwaids 
the proclamation was fixed up in the most public places, and 
circulated through the town Qne of the Ambassadors was 
perfectly conversant with the Fiench language. A person 
accompamed the embassy fiom Mangalore, who was habited 
in the Turkish dress, who spoke French and English with 
imcommon correctness and fluency, and who appeared to 
possess considerable knowledge and talents, and to be well 
acquainted with most of the country languages of India. This 
person had been known at Bussoiah by the name of Abdoolah, 
at Surat by that ofDerwish, and m the Isle of France passed 
under that of Talamas, under which last name he had also 
passed in Bengal, where he resided foi some years. The 
Ambassadors (far from protesting against the matter oi style 
of the proclamation) held, w ithout resei ve, m the most pubhc 
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manner, the aamo language wUdi it contains with respect to 
the ofTcmlvo war to bo commenced against the Bnti^ po«- 
ecsiions m India tliey eyen Baffcrcd tho proclamation to be 
publicly diitnbutcd at their own house. Talamas s convena 
tion though with more caution and mystery, corresponded In 
substance with tliclra. In conaequcnce of these orcumstances, 
an unirersal hchef provailod in the Island, thatTippoo would 
make an immediate attack upon the Bntish posiesnons in 
India, which opinion had gamed bo much force that the per 
sons who gaTC this evidence and all those who amved at that 
penod in India from tho Islo of France, expected to find lu 
at war with Tippoo, hat tliey nil concurred m declaring that 
the temerity of Tippoo s design had exerted general ndicole 
in that Island. The Ambassodors were present m the Island 
when the French Government proceed^ to act under the 
proclamation In question and they aided and assisted the 
execution of it, by making promises in the name of Tippoo 
for the purpose of Indncmg recruits to enlist they proposed 
to levy men to any practicable extent, statmg their powers to 
be nnlmuted with respect to the numbers of the force to be 
raised. The Ambassadors aided and assisted in the levy of 
160 officers and privates for the semce of Tippoo under the 
terms and for the purposes of the proclamation. Few of the 
officers are of any expenence or skiD, and the privates are 
the refuse of the lowest class of the democratic rabble of the 
Island Some of them are volonteers, others were taken from 
the prisons and compelled to embark, several of them are 
Caffirca and people of half-cast. With such of these troops 
as were volunteers the Ambassadors entered mto several 
stipulations and engagement* In the name of Tippoo 

On tho 7th of March, 1708 the Ambassadors embarked on 
board the French frigate La Prcncwjc together with the 
force thus raised and they publicly declared an intention of 
proceeding to the Islo of Bourbon with the hope of obtaining 
more reermts for the some service 

The proclamation therefore originated m the amval of tho 
Ambassadors at the Isle o/ France was distributed by tbeir 
agents was avowed m every part by their own public declsra 
bon, end finally was executed according to its tenor by their 
perBonnl assistance and co-operation. 

The proclamation itself fumishcd the most powerful m- 



1798 


lllL GOVLIlNOll GENERAL. 


165 


tornal evidence of the conciurcncc of the Ambassadors in all 
its essential parts, the principal facts stated thcicin aie — 

“ That Tippoo Sultaun, through tiro Ambassadors des- 
patched for the purpose to the Isle of Fiance, had addiesscd 
letters to the colonial assembly of the Isle of Fiance, to all 
the Generals employed theie, and to theE\ecutiieDirectoiy 
of France, and liad made the following propositions — 

“ 1st That he desned to form an alliance, offensne and 
defensive, ivith thcFiench, and ofTeied to maintain at liis 
expense, during the continuance of the iiarin India, iihatever 
tioops should be furnislied b} the Fiench, and to supply 
(ivith the exception of ceitam stores) every necessaiy foi 
cairjung on the ivai. 

2d. That he had given assurances that all Ins prepara- 
tions were already completed, and that the generals and 
officers would find every thing necessary for cairying on a 
species of war, to winch Europeans have not been accustomed 
in their contests with the Nathe Powers in India 

“ 3d That he only waited for the succour of France to 
declare war against the English, and that it was his ardent 
desire to ex'pel the English from India ” 

Upon tlie ground of these facts, the pi oclamation recom- 
mends a general levy of men for the service of Tippoo ; and 
it concludes by assuring “ all the citizens who shall enlist, 
that Tippoo will give them an advantageous rate of pay and 
allowances, whtch will be fixed by Ins Ambassadoi s, who will 
also engage, in the name of their sovereign, that the French- 
men who shall have enlisted in his army, shall never be de- 
tained theie after they shall have expressed a desire of return- 
ing to their native country.” 

The avowed purpoit of this proclamation is to acquaint the 
inhabitants of the Island with the propositions made by Tippoo 
Sultaun, through his Ambassadors then on the spot It 
enumerates those propositions with a particularity of detail 
which could never have been hazaided in the presence of the 
Ambassadors if the facts stated had not been correctly true, 
or if the propositions enumerated had vaiied in substance 
from those communicated by the Ambassadoi s under the 
orders of their soveieign. But the last paragraph of the pro- 
clamation connected with the conduct of the Ambassadors as 
already desciibed, establishes m the clearest manner their 
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participation in the whole tnuiMCtion- That porograph con 
taini a direct reference to the powers of the Ambassadors, 
and engages on their behalf that they shall enter Into certam 
stipulations in the name of their sorcrcign with respect to the 
pay and final discharge of such French subjects os sbaH enlist 
m hit army under the condibons of the proclamation. The 
accounts which I have received from the Isle of France con 
cur in stating, that the Ambassadors openly acted under tbm 
part of the proclamation, and m the name of Tlppoo entered 
into engagements and stipolatioDS with the recruits accordmg 
to the assurances specified In tho proclamation. Monsieur 
De Buc now master attendant at Mangalore, stated to one of 
tho witnesses whom I examined, the whole substance of the 
engagements wluch had passed personaDy between him and 
the Ambassadors all of which engagements referred imme- 
diately to Tippoo s intention of commencing war upon the 
Company with the aid of the French force then about to be 
levied and it is certain that witbont some such engagement 
not a man would hare been raised m the Isle of France for 
the service of Trppoo It appears from the evidence which 
I have collected, that the Ambassadors bad not brought to 
the Isle of France a supply of treasure sufficient for advancing 
bounty money to the recruits It was stated that an appre- 
hension of tho English cruisors had prevented the embarka 
tion of treasure for this purpose, and no doubt was enter- 
tained that if the Ambassadors had been better provided 
with money they might have raised a much greater number 
of men, who refined to engage on the mere security of pro- 
mises m the name of Tippoo. 

The Ambassadors, together with the forca thus collected 
during the tim« of their mission in the Isle ofFrance landed 
from the frigate. La PrcMuse at Mangalore, on the 26th of 
April 1798. Accounts vary with respect to the exact number 
of the force landed the most probable are that it did not 
exceed 200 persons. Tippoo (far from mamfesting the least 
symptom of disapprobation of the conduct of his Ambasssdon 
in any part of the transaction) formally reemved them, and the 
officers and leading persons so landed with pabhc marks of 
honour and distmction. One of his Ambassadors resided for 
some time with the French recruits m a fortress nesr Manga 
lore, and the Sultaun has adnutted tho whole levy of officers 
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and men into his service Referiing, tlieiefore, to tlie conduct 
of the Ambassndois in tlie Isle of Fiance to tlieir arrival at 
3\Iangalore with the force levied in consequence of their mis- 
sion, and finallj' to the reception of the Ambassadors and of 
the Frencli reciints by Tippoo Sultaun, the following conclu- 
sions appeared to me to be incontrovertibl}" established — 

First, — ^That the Ambassadois despatched by Tippoo Sul- 
taun to the Government of the Isle of Fiance proposed to 
that Government an alliance, oflensiv'c and defensive, against 
the Bntish possessions m India, which alliance was accepted 
b}'^ that Gov^ernment, and its acceptance foimally notified by 
a pubhc'proclaination 

Secondly, — That the Ambassadois were charged with let- 
ters from Tippoo Sultaun to the Executive Directory of 
France, which letters were stated to contain the same piopo- 
sition, and that the Ambassadors delivered these letters to 
the Governor General of the Isle of France for the purpose 
of transmission to France 

Thirdly, — That the Ambassadors, in the name of Tippoo 
Sultaun, gave public assurances that he had actually com- 
pleted the necessary preparations for commencing immediate 
hostilities, and that he only waited the arrival of succours 
fiom the French to declare war against the Company, for the 
express purpose of expelling the British nation from India 

Fourthly, — That the Ambassadois demanded unlimited mi- 
htary succour from the French, and levied a military foice m 
the Isle of France with the declared object of commencing 
immediate war against the British nation in India 

Fifthly, — That this force has been actually landed in 
Tippoo’s country, and publicly admitted into his semce with 
signal marks of approbation , and that the Ambassadors have 
been received with similar distmction. 

Sixthly, — That Tippoo Sultaun (by receivmg with pubhc 
marks of approbation his Ambassadors, who had concluded m 
his name an offensive and defensive alliance with the French , 
and by admitting mto his service the military force raised for 
effecting the objects of that alliance) has personally ratified 
the engagements contamed in the pioclamation of the Go- 
vernor General of the Isle of France, and has proceeded to 
act undei those engagements confoi raably to the tenoi of that 
pi oclamation 
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ScTcnthly, — That olthcJugh the succour actuaDy reccired by 
Tippoo Sultaun umlor hia ofTensiro olhanco with the French 
18 InconBidcrablo, yet the tenor of the proclamation the pro- 
position made to the French Goremment for unlimited milt 
tary aid, &c. &c., and the declorationa of tho Ambaaiadon 
proro, that it was the intention of Tippoo Sultatm, to recen'e 
into bis service the largest force which he could obtain, for 
tho purpose of commencing a war of aggression against the 
Company m Indio, 

Having thus entered into offensive and defensive engage- 
ments with the enemy having proceeded to collect m con- 
junction with tho enemy a force openly deatmed to act 
against the possessions of tho Company having avowed 
throngh huj puhhc Ambassadors, that he has compleated 
lus preparabons of war for the express purpose of attempt 
mg the entire suhvennon of the British Empire in India, and 
having declared that he only waits the effectual succour of 
the French to prosecute offensive operations j Tippoo Sul- 
tann has violated the treaties of peace and fiiendslup sub* 
listing between bfm and the Company and has committed an 
act of direct hostOity against the Bntish GoTemment m India, 

Before I proceeded to apply the principles of the law of 
nations to the conduct of 'Ilppoo Sultaun it appeared pro- 
per to enquire what had been the conduct of the Company 
towards him for some years past, and whether he had re 
ceived any provocation to justify or to palliate his late pro- 
ceedings. 

Smee the conduaion of the Treaty of Sermgapatam, the 
British Qovemmenti m India, have uniformly conducted 
themselves towards Tippoo Sultaun not only with the most 
exact attention to the prmaples of moderation justice and 
good faith} but have endcavoared by every practicable 
means to conciliate his confidence, and to mitigate his vin- 
dictive spirit. Some differences have occasionally arisen with 
respect to the boundaries of his territory bordeniig upon tho 
confines of our possessions on the coast of Malabar but tho 
rccOTds of all the British Governments in India will show 
that they aiwayi manifested the utmost ninJety to promote 
the amicable adjustment of every doubtful or disputed pomt; 
and that Tippoo Sidtaun has received tlio most unequivocal 
proofs of the constant disposition of the Company to acknow 
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ledge and confirm all his just rights, and to remove eveiy 
cause of jealousy, vhich might tend to interrupt the continu- 
ance of peace. 

The servants of the Company in India, ha\e not hoTvover 
been ignorant of the implacable sentiments of revenge, which 
he has pieserved without abatement since the houi of his 
last defeat It has alvays been veil understood, that Tippoo 
Sultaun’s lesentinent vas not to be appeased by any conci- 
liatory ad%ances on our part, nor by any other means than 
the lecoveiy of his lost power, the disgrace of the British 
arms, and the rum of the British interests in India. With 
such Mews It was expected that he would eagerly embrace 
the first favorable occasion of sti iking a blow against our 
possessions , and his intrigues at the Courts of Hyderabad 
and Poonah, together -with his Embassy to Zemaun Shah, 
(although managed ^vlth such a degree of caution as to 
avoid the appeal ance of direct acts of aggression,) were 
sufiicient indications of an hostile mind. But none of 
these circumstances have in any degree affected the conduct 
of the Company’s servants towards him, and the correspon- 
dence between him and the late Governor General, and the 
letters from Bombay on the subject of the district of Wynaad, 
furnish ample proofs of a sincere desire to bnng that ques- 
tion to a fair issue, “ mt/i the consent and Jcnoioledge of both 
pajUesf accordmg to the tenor of the 7th article of the 
treaty of Sermgapatam , I appeal to the letter which I des- 
patched to him soon after my arrival in Bengal, proposing an 
amicable adjustment of the same question, as well as of his 
recent claims upon certain parts of the district of Coorga, 
for a testimony of the pacific spirit which has marked jny 
fiist communication with him , although, peihaps, a less mdd 
representation might have been justified, by his unwananta- 
ble precipitation m stationing a military foice on the frontier 
of Coorga, before he had made any trial of the prescribed 
and regular channels of negociation Tippoo Sultaun cannot 
therefoie alledge even the pretext of a giievance to palhate 
the character of his lecent acts , he has mdeed alledged none, 
but has constantly professed the most sincere desne to main- 
tam the relations of anuty and peace with the Company. In 
his letters to Sir John Shore (written a short tune before the 
return of the Mysorean Ambassadors horn the Isle of France, 
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and received at Fort ■William on the 2Gth April 1708 the 
day on 'whicli the French force landed at Mangalore) Tippoo 
dcclarca, “ that bis friendly heart la ditposed to pay every 
regard to truth and jutbcc, and to streng^cn tlio foundations 
of harmony and concord established between the two states " 
And he ngni&cM hla desire that *Sir John Shore would im- 
press Lord Mornington, with a sense of tho friendship and 
unanimity so firmly subsisting between the two states " 

This is not the language of hostihty, nor even of discon 
tent From what disposition in the finendJy heart of Tippoo 
these amicable profeaaionj liave proceeded, how they are 
connected with a regard to truth and justice, or calculated to 
strengthen the foundations of harmony and concord, and to 
impress me with a sense of the Sultann s friendship can now 
admit of no question since it is now proved that these letters 
wore written at the very moment when Tippoo was m an- 
xious expectation of tho hourly amval of mflitory roc 
COOT which he had solicited from the enemy for the express 
purpose of commencing a war of aggression against the Com- 
pany e possessions- 

'liie modve therefore of Tippoo Sultann, was no other 
than that avowed La his correspondence with the enemy and 
pnbhabed under the eyes of his own Ambassadors, 'os or 
deni destre to txpel the British nation from Indus.* 

It appears highly probable, that he was instigated by the 
promises and exhortations of the Government of France, 
(whose emissaries have reached his coanols) to hasten the 
execution of a project, in which every consideration of m 
terest, and every sentiment of passion would mduce the 
French to embark with a degree of seal, ardour and rancour 
not mfenoT to his own- 

The importance of these possessions to all the most valua- 
ble mterests of Great Bntain, has pointed the particular at 
tenbon of the Government of France to the destruction of 
our empire m India- The prosperity of our settlements in 
India, has long been the primary and imdisgutsed object of 
the j^oosy of France avowed by all her ministeri in every 
negocxation, and by ah her rolera m every stage of her innu 
merable revolutions Tippoo therefore might reasonably 
hope that if the cessation of hostilities on the contment of 
Europe, should at any time enable the French directory to 
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turn their ^ie^vs to tlie disturbance of the peace of India, 
sucli an adventuie -svould be among the eailiest of their opei- 
ations. 

The conclusion of a peace upon the continent of Europe, 
the 'svcah. state of the internal Go^ernnlents of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, the existing dissentions, appaiently piecluding 
all co-operation and concert betncen those tv'o povcis, added 
to the grov ing strength of a Frencli faction in ever}'^ part of 
India, inaj ha\e appeared both to Tijipoo and to the Fieiich 
to offer a fa^olable opportunity for the prosecution of their 
joint design. The pieinature disclosuie of this design may 
perhaps be imputed rathei to the policy of M Malartic, 
than to the imprudence of Tippoo , whether the scope of 
that policy was to iinohe us in a uar witli Tippoo, or to ex- 
pose Ins treacheiy to our new, is yet a matter of doubt, but 
whatever circumstances occasioned the premature disclosure 
of the design, whether the design was wisely or rashly con- 
ceived , whether it has partially succeeded, or entuely failed, 
are questions, the solution of which in no degree affects the 
offensne natuie of an aggression so unpi evoked, and of a 
violation of faith so flagrant and unqualified. The history of 
the world scarcely furnishes an instance, in which any two 
powers have united m confederacy oi alliance precisely with 
the same motives. The party proposing an offensive alliance 
against the Company, cannot be absolved from the conse- 
quences of such an act, by any apparent or real indiffeience 
in the party acceptmg such a pioposal. The conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun, therefoie, cannot be coriectly estimated 
by refeience to the supposed motives of Monsieui Malartic. 
From the apphcation of the acknowledged prmciples of the 
law of nations to the facts of this case, I formed my judgment 
of the rights of the Company, and of ray own duties with le- 
ference to the aggression of Tippoo. The course of reason- 
mg which I puisued may be stated in the following manner. 

The rights of states apphcable to every case of contest 
with foreign powers, are created and limited by the necessity 
of preserving the pubhc safety, this necessity is the founda- 
tion of the reciprocal claim of all nations to explanation of 
suspicious or ambiguous conduct, to reparation for injuries 
done, and to security agamst injuiies intended. 

In any of these cases, when just satisfaction has been de- 



nic<I, or from the cndcnt nature of circumstauceB cannot 
otborwise be obtained, it ia tbc undoubted nght of the in- 
jured party to rcaort to arnu for tbo vindication of the 
public safety and m aucli a conjuncture, the right of the 
state becomcj the duty of the Goremment unless some ma- 
terial consideration of the public interest ihould forbid the 
attempt. 

If the conduct of Tippoo SoltAun had been of a nature 
wbicb could bo termed ambiguous or suspicious j if he had 
merely incrcaied hu force beyond his ordinary establishment, 
qr had stationed It in some position on our confines or on 
those of our aflics, Tvhich might justify jealousy or alarm if 
he had roneired his secret intrigues at the CoutU of Hydera 
bad Poonah and Cabul, or even if he had entered mto any 
nogociation mth Franco of which the object was at all ol^ 
scure } It might be our duty to resort m the first mstance to 
bis construction of procee^gs, which bemg of a doubtful 
character, might admit of a satisfactory explanation. But 
where there ts no doubt, there can be no matter for explans 
tion. The act of Tippoo s ambassadors ratified by hms elf 
find accompaxued by the Undmg of a Freoeh force m his 
country, is a puhhe, unqualified and unambignous declaration 
or act of war aggravated by an avowal that the object of the 
war is neither explonatian reparatioD, nor security but the 
total destruction of the British Government m India. To 
affect to misunderstand &n insult and mjnry of such a com- 
plexion would argue a consexonsness either of weakness or of 
fear, no state in India can misconstnie the condnet of Tippoo 
the correspondenc© of onr Residents at Hyderabad and 
Poonah snfflciently mamfests the construction which it bears 
at both those Courts and in so clear and plam a case,, our 
demand of explanation would be justly attributed either to a 
defect of spmt or of power the resolt of each a demand 
would ther^ore be the disgrace of onr character and the 
dnnmution of our mfluence siad consideration m the eyes of 
our alhes, and of every power m India. If the moment should 
appear favourable to the execution of Tippoo i declared de- 
sign, he would answer such a demand by an immediate at 
tact 5 if on the other hand, his preparations should not ho 
suflicieDtly advanced he would deny tho existence of his en 
gageroents with France would persist in the denial until ho 
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liad reaped the full benefit of them, and finallj^, after having 
completed the impro\ cment of his own army, and received the 
accession of an additional Fiench force, he would turn the 
combined stiength of both against oui possessions, with an 
alacrity and confidence inspned by our inaction, and with 
adi antages redoubled by our dela3% In the present case the 
idea therefore of demanding explanation must be rejected, as 
being disgraceful in its principle, and frivolous in its object. 
The demand of lepaiation, in the strict sense of the teim, 
cannot properly be applied to cases of intended injurj^ ex- 
cepting in those instances, where the natuic of the repaiation 
demanded may be essentially connected with security against 
the injuiious intention 

T^Hiere a State has unjustly seized the property, oi invaded 
the territory, oi iiolated the rights of anothei, icpaiation may 
be made by restoring iiliat has been unjustly taken, or by a 
subsequent acknowledgment of the right which has been in- 
fringed , but the cause of our complaint against Tippoo Sul- 
taun, is not that he has seized a poition of oiii piopeity which 
he might restore, or invaded a part of oui teiiitory which he 
might again cede, oi violated a right which he might here- 
after acknowledge ; we complain, that, professing the most 
amicable disposition, bound by subsisting treaties of peace 
and friendship, and unprovoked by any offence on our part, 
he has manifested a design to effect our total destruction , he 
has prepared the means and instruments of a wai of extermi- 
nation against us , he has sohcited and received the aid of our 
inveterate enemy for the declared purpose of annihilating our 
Empire and he only waits the arrival of a more effectual 
succour to strike a blow against our existence 

That he has not yet received the effectual succour which 
he has sohcited, may be ascribed either to the weakness of 
the Government of Mauritius, or to them want of zeal in his 
cause, or to the rashness and imbecility of his own Couneds ; 
but neither the measure of his hostility, nor of our right to 
restrain it, nor of our danger fiom it, are to be estimated by 
the amount of the force which he has actually obtained , for 
we know that his demands of mihtary assistance were un- 
limited , we know that they were addressed not merely to the 
Government of Mauritius, but to that of France, and we can- 
not ascertam how soon they may be satisfied to the full ex- 



WtTVTE or 


17 * 


Aagiut, 


tent of liu acknowledged expectations. This, therefore u 
not merely the ease of an iiyory to bo repaired, bat of the 
pubhc safety to bo secured against the present and fiitore 
designs of an irreconalcablo, despomto and treacherous 
enemy against an enemy of this description no effectual 
security can bo obtained otherwise than by such a redaction 
of his power, as shall not only defeat his actual preparaboni, 
but establish a permanent restraint upon his future means of 
offence- 

To this species of secimty our right is unquestionable, 
upon the grounds already stated But it cannot be supposed 
that Tippoo Sultoun will voluntarily concede to us a security 
of thi» nature against the effects of his own resentmentt 
treacbery and ambition, and against the success of the most 
favontc projects of hia mind. 

Since therefore, the pnnerplea of justice and of the law of 
nations entitle us to sucli a security and since we cannot 
possibly obtain it by the volontary concession of Tippoo Sol 
taun it is the Tight of the Company to compel him to yield 
it and it IS equally my doty to use that compulsion wi^out 
•delay provided the hiterests of the Company committed to 
my charge be not more endangered by tbe attempt, than by 
the unrestramed progress of his preparatjons for war 

In proportion to the contmual progress of Tippoo s prepa 
parations he wiH acquire more deosiTely the advantage of 
holding m his hands the issues of peax» and war together 
with the power of selecting the fame and mode of his long 
meditated attack upon -our possessions. He has not yet ob- 
tamed any formidable accession of strength from his alliance 
with France, nor is it probable that any such accession will 
reach his country within a short period certainly not before 
tbe close of the monsoon on the coast of ATnla b er while he 
shall retain the ready means of mtercourse by sea with the 
French Government, it cannot be doubted that they will use 
every endeavour to assist him with mflitary aid and to insti- 
gnte hrm to war The amval of one or two French regunenta 
would probably induce Tippoo to commence offcnjivo opera 
tions and the assistance even of so small a body of French 
men might become alarming m the actual state of the native 
armies of India. The systematic uitroduction of French 
officers mto the service of all tho native powers, is descrilied 
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1)\ Mr Wicklinin ns llic fixctl policj of France, adopted nitli 
a ^ie^\ of establishing the most certain means of siib\Grting 
the foundation of our ])o\\ei. Tins system has been piu-sued 
in the armies of the Niram, of Scmdiah, and of manj other 
inferior powers witli unremitting assiduity, and evtensne suc- 
cess. If Tippoo sliould be .allowed to deruc from France 
such succour as would induce him to act ofTensnely against 
us, his earliest movements would probably be seconded by the 
general insurrection of the \arious bodies of French adven- 
hirers, who arc incorpoiatcd in the serxicc of the sc\eial 
nali\e powers, and who maintain a concert and correspon- 
dence in e^c^y quaiter of India Under such circumstances, 
it would be prudent to take ad\antage of the actual crisis, 
in which the hostile design of Tippoo has been clearly mani- 
fested, but the means of accomplishing it ha\c happily disap- 
pointed the ardor of his hopes. In this moment of his com- 
parative weakness, of his disappointment, and of his probable 
dejection, no policy could be more wise than to strike such 
an instantaneous blow’ against his possessions, as should cfFec- 
tuall) frustrate his preparations for w ar, and should render 
him unable to a^ail himself of the aid of France w'henever it 
may arrive. 

The inconsiderable amount of the force which he has al- 
ready received from France, while it cannot limit our just 
right to reduce his powei, affords a strong argument of pohey 
in favour of an immediate attack. 

It IS therefore eiadent that the rights and interests of the 
Company concur to demand from^this Government every 
practicable effort to anticipate the execution of his projects 
of vengeance by attacking him on all sides without delay In 
this train of reasoning I was confirmed by adverting to the 
general tenor of the orders of the Court of Directors, and of 
the proceedings of this Government wnth reference to the 
contingency of a French foice landing at any time in the teiii- 
tones of Tippoo Sultaun. 

The ordeis of the Court of Directors uniformly enjom that 
the landing of a French force in Tippoo’s country should be 

the signal for our attack upon him ” The construction of 
those ordeis by the late Goveinoi General in his instructions 
to the President in Council of Fort St. George of 12th Sep- 
tember, 1796, appears to have been, that the number of the 



170 uiKUTE or Aognit 

French force ibonld be connderable m order to justify our 
attncL But I am perauDded that the real intention of the 
late Governor General in those instmctions could not hare 
been to declare that the justice or policy of attacking Tippoo 
was hereafter to be measured solely by the magnitude of any 
French force landed m his countij 

It u certainly true that, on the one hand, the landing of a 
considerable French force In Tippoo s country would be an 
unquestionable indication ofhii hostile intentions against the 
British poirer, ■while on the other hand the landing of a few 
French officers and privates, and even their admianon mto 
the service ofTrppoo, might, under certain orcomstances be 
supposed to manifest nothing more than a disposition to im- 
prove the general disaphne of his armies without imply 
ing any formed design of war against the Company or their 
AJhes This, I am persuaded, is the only v^ew m which the 
late Governor Gene^ m Coonen conld consider the magni- 
tude of the French force landed m Tippoo s country as the 
foundation of a rale for Icmidiig the discretioD of the Com- 
pany 8 governments m such a condngeDcy On the present 
occasion, the hostile intentions of the Suits pd are nneqm- 
Tocahy manifested by the proclamation, by the dedarabons 
and conduct of his Ambassadors and by their demand of 
French troops to an unlimited extent Connected with these 
circumstances, the 1»TKitng and admission into the Snltaun s 
armies even of a less considenible force than that which be 
has received, would be deemed under the just construction 
of the opmioni both of the Court of Directors and of this 
Government, a signal for our attack upon hi m .* 

My determination, therefore, was fixed to attack Tippoo 
with every degree of practical despatcln 

The objects which appeared to me the most desirable, as 
well as the most easily attainable, were — First, To seixe the 
whole mantime territory remaining m hia possession below 
the Ghauts on the coast of Malabar In order to preclude 
Kim firom all future communications by sea with his French 
alhes. 

Secondly By marching the army from the coast of Coro- 
mandel directly upon his capital, to compel bun to purchase 
peace by a formal cession of the territory scixed on the coast 
of Malabar 
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Third!} , To compel him to defray our wliole expense m 
tlic ^^nr, and lluis to 'secure tlie doiildc nd\antagc of indem- 
nif}ing ns for the expense occasioned b} his aggression, and 
of reducing Ins resources nith a iien to our future security. 

Tourtldv, To compel him to admit permanent Residents at 
his Court from us and from our Allies, a measure m I nch Mould 
enable us at all tunes to check his operations, and to counter- 
act the intricacies of his treacher} 

Fiftlil}, That the expulsion of all the natnes of France 
noM in his serMCC, and the perpetual exclusion of all Ficnch- 
mcn, both from his army and dominions, should be made con- 
ditions of any treat}' of peace nith liini. 

With this plan in Mc\r, I directed that the anny upon the 
coasts of Coromandel and jMalabar, and at Bombay, should 
be immediately assembled , and I entertained a \ cry sanguine 
hope that actne operations might ha^ c been commenced so 
earl} as, ivith the co-operation of Ins Ma]osty’s squadron on 
the coast of Malabar (mIiicIi Reai-Admiral Rainier had pro- 
mised), might ha\e secured the effectual reduction ofTippoo’s 
power before any assistance could ha^c reached him from 
France But I never proposed to undertake any attack upon 
him, of winch the success could be doubtful in the judgment 
of those whose opinions must aluays govern my disci etion in 
every question of mihtaiy detail 

The avoM ed designs of Tippoo, the state of his preparations 
for war (which, notwithstanding Ins late disappointment, was 
certainly forward as far as regarded his own tioops), the 
uncertainty of the motives which might impel the violence of 
his temper to action, and my knowledge of the indiscreet zeal 
with which he has frequently pursued his favouiite object of 
revenge against the British poiver, all concurred to urge the 
necessity of placing oui selves in a state of prepaiation for 
war at least equal to that of his army. These measures ap- 
peared to me not matters of choice, but of indispensable duty. 
I could not suffer the security of the Carnatic to lest on so 
precarious a foundation as the forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun 
and of his French allies. To resume the power of meeting 
him m the field, and to replace in our hands the option which 
he then possessed, of accommodating the time of attack to 
circumstances and events, appeared to me to be the most 
prudent step which could be immediately adopted, whatever 
von. I. N 
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miglit hereafter b© the Bcnricc to vhich our force itoght be 
appltetL The order*, tliereforc, which I gare for aMembGng 
the army (although pointed more particularly at the execution 
of the plan of operations, which I hare just now detailed) were 
founded upon principles independent of the practicability of 
that plan, and were connect^ not only with the nmneiate 
defence of the Carnatic, but with other compreheniiye mea 
lures of permanent precaution and security, to which my view* 
have boon extended at every period of thli cn*i*« 

When I submitted my Ideas of the time and objects of the 
proposed attack upon Tippoo to tho*e mihtary authorities, 
which I shaft always consider with respect, it teemed to bd 
their opinion, that the ttate of oar army admitted no doubt 
of the ultimate success of the plan which I had proposed 
If it* speedy accomplishment had appeared to them as certain 
as its ultimate success, I sbonld not hare hesitated a moment 
in directing the commencement of offensive operations, hut 
I found that, instead of denving to the interests of the Com 
pany the inestimable advantages of a sudden and rapid re- 
duction of Tippoo • means of offence the result of inch an 
attempt was likely to lead to a tedious protracted and ex 
pensire, although ultanately successful, war The obstacles 
which arose were of a nature not to be surmounted by any 
degree of present activity or resolution although they on- 
gmated m causes which I trust may be removed by foture 
diligence and perseverance* 

The result of ray earhest inquiries convmced me that 
radical defects existed in the miCtary establishments on the 
coast of Coromandel, which would render it impossible to 
put our army in that quarter in motion soon enough to 
effect the object which I proposed. The opnnoni which I 
received firom military authorities here with respect to the 
impossTbflity of malnrig any sudden or speedy mihtary move- 
ment on the coast of Coromandel were afterwards confirmed 
by the concurrent testimony of the Governor of Fort St 
George and of the Adjutant General of that establishment. 

I have entered mto a particular consideration of this testnnony 
m a Minnie recorded in the Secret Department of the 20th 
July to which I desire to refer on this part of the subject 
The letter* of the Government of Fort St George of the 10th 


See Appendix. 
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of July proceeds fir be}ond the limits of nny opinion wliicli 
I hatl ever formed or heard with respect to the difllcnlly of 
restraining the hoslihtj ofTippoo; in that letter the Pi csi- 
dent in Council even deprecates the ordinary precautions of 
defence, lest they should drawdown the resentmeut of the 
Sultaun upon our unprotected possessions 

The expense of a protracted u.ir, and the evil efiects which 
such a calanut) must produce on the trade of the Company, 
upon their pecuniary afUiirs at home, upon the welfare of 
their subjects in India, and upon the general state of the 
public revenue and credit of Great Britain, now pressed with 
great weiglit upon my mind, and the embarrassment of our 
finances aggra\atcd all the difiiculties of my situation, Tlie 
question was noiv entirely changed, the plan which I had 
originally had in contemplation was nothing more than a mili- 
tary expedition of short duration, of no hea\y expense, and 
of certain success, with the additional advantage that success 
would certainly exonerate our finances, and throw the wdiole 
expense of the undertaking upon the enemy, who had pro- 
voked it. But it now appeared that I could not hope to effect 
any of my proposed objects without encountering the expense 
and inconvenience of a long war. 

In this state of the question, the condition of our Allies 
occurred as an insuperable obstacle to our progiess. Although 
the assistance of tlie Peishwa and of the Nizam might not 
have been deemed indispensable in an expedition of the 
nature which I have described , I have always been apprized 
that an ofiensive war of any long duration in Mysore would 
be difficult, if not impracticable, without the effectual aid of 
the Peishwa and of the Nizam, in facihtating the supplies of 
provision to our army in the field. 

The state of the Courts of Hyderabad and of Poonah 
affoided no hope of their early cooperation with us, and 
although I had determined to take the most expeditious mea- 
sures for restoring both our Allies to the power of fulfillmg 
their defensive engagements with us, I could not expect to 
derive any benefit from those measures for a considerable 
period of time , and it would have been imprudent to have 
undertaken offensive operations, with the prospect of a con- 
tinued war, imtil the efficiency of our alliances had been pre- 
viously secured Under the accumulated pressure of all these 
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(lilBculrics, I felt, with the utmost degree of disappointment 
and regret, that the moment was unfavourable to the adoption 
of the only measure which appeared to me sufficient to satndy 
tho rights and interests of the Company and the engenciei 
of my own duty, I was thereforo compelled to relinquish the 
idea of stnlang an immediate blow against the possessions of 
Tippoo Sultaun But tho circumstances which thus suspended 
the actual exercise of tho rights and the immediate establish- 
ment of the mtcrcits of tho Company could not absolve me from 
the duty of providing without delay every degree of Inteiv 
mediate secimty which might now be attainable by adopting 
such a system of preparation and defence at might enable ni 
to repel any attach which Tippoo might make upon us, or to 
support any demand of satisfaction, which we may eventually 
deem it advisable, m concert with onr Aflios to mate to him. 

The sense of this duty mdoced me to propose to the Board 
the several orders and Instructions which have been forwarded 
to the Governments of Fort SL George and Bombay and to 
the Kesidents at Poocah and Hyderabad, from the 8th of 
July to the present time. 

The principles upon which these mstructioDS and orders 
ore founded wiO be best OluBtrated by refemng to the nature 
of our actual danger os well as to the causes which have con 
tributed to produce it. 

No comprehensive or satisfactoiy new can be taken of this 
subject without advertmg to the whole system of our defen- 
sive allmnces with the Native States and to the various or 
cumstances which have affected or which now influence the 
general balance of power in India. 

The primary objects of the Treaties of Poonah end Paniv- 
gnl combined with tho Treaty of Senngapatam, were to 
dnmnish Tippoo Sultaun s means of future aggression by ro- 
dncing hiB resources and territory and to pronde an efficient 
defence against him by strengthening the Peishwa and the 
Nixam by uniting their interests with ours and by securing 
their cooperation m any future war with Mysore, On the 
other hand, a part of the pohey of the Treaty of Senngapatam 
seems to have been to preserve to Tippoo S^taon that degree 
of power which might enable him to maintom a balance with 
the Mahrattas and tho Nixam in such a manner that the mter 
position of our force might always turn the scale 
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It c\ulent that the policy of this system lins been entirely 
frustrated b} the course of lecent e\cnts, and that neither 
the Peish\\n, the Ni/am, noi Tippoo Sultaun now ictain the 
same lelatnc position 11111011 thci' held at the conclusion of 
the Treaty of Sei ingapatain, either Mitli respect to one ano- 
ther or to our interests. 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Scringapatani, the 
power and resources of the Court of H5derabnd liave been 
constantly declining. The disgrace vliich fell upon the 
Nwam’s arms in the unfortunate contest with the IMahrattas 
at Kurdlah reduced the military char ictcr of the Court of 
H}derahad to the lowest point of degradation The tieaty 
in which that defeat terminated completed the humiliation of 
the Nizam, he was compelled to sacrifice a large portion of 
territory, to engage to paj^ a fine of thiee crores of rupees, 
and to submit to the captivity of Ins minister, Azim ul Omra, 
who was carried a prisoner to Poonah Azini ul Omra re- 
sided at Poonah during the late coimilsions in the iMahratta 
Government ; and, although a prisoner, bore a very distin- 
guished pait in supporting Nana through the vaiious revo- 
lutions which followed the sudden death of the Peishwa, 
Malida Pow. For these services Nana agi’ced to lelinquish 
all the benefits acquiied by the Peishw’a against the Nizam, 
under the Treaty of Kurdlah. 

But the Peishwa, Bajee-row', having called m the assistance 
of Scindiali to check the overgrown power of Nana, Scindiah 
persuaded the Peishwa to violate the engagements concluded 
with Azim ul Omra , and the event has been, that the Peishwa 
has insisted upon and obtained from the Nizam a cession of 
one-fourth part of the territory, and the payment of one- 
fourth part of the fine stipulated by the Treaty of Kurdlah. 

In addition to so heavy a loss, both of power and honour, 
the mternal lesources of the Nizam’s Government have not 
yet recovered the derangement occasioned by the rebelhons 
of Ah Jah, and the son of Dara Jah , by the unfortunate con- 
test with the Mahrattas , and by the detention of Azim ul 
Omra at Poonah. 

The effect of these causes has necessarily been to reduce 
the consideration of the Nizam in the scale of the neighbour- 
mg states , and in this weak and degraded condition he has 
been for some time past menaced by the army of Scindiah, 
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itationcd in the neighbourhood ofPoonah But the moat 
Btnking feature of change in tho itato of the Nisam a affaln 
araco 1703, la the alteration which has taken place in hii 
mihtary catabliahment. The Niaam, aiuce the peace of Se- 
nngapatain, hai greatly reduced hij caralry and other troopi 
and conaiderably augmented the body of infantry commanded 
by French offlccra, and known by tho name of Raymond a corpa. 

Tlie corpa of Jlaymond had been in tho •emeo 6f the 
Niiara before the last war withTippoo Sultann, and m 1792 
when it aerred with Lord Gimwania • anny, ita atrength waa 
not greater than 1,500 men at the highest estimation and iti 
discipline very defectire. At tho battle ofKnrdlah, in 1795 
its atrength amounted to about 11,000 men. During the 
rebellion of All Jah, and in a variety of aemce in which the 
corpa has since been employed, it has acquired expenence 
and still, and It is nofr composed of thirteen rogunenta of two 
hattaliona each, amounting to the whole to upwards of 14 000 
men Ita disapltno, according to erery recent account, is 
very coneiderably unproved, maiianuch that although mfenor 
to our native force it is aaid to be superior, m nearly an equal 
proportioD to the ordinary scale of the infantry in the aemce 
of any of the Natave Powers, Besides field pieces to each 
regiment a park of 40 pieces of ordnance chiefly brass from 
12 to % pounders, with a well trained body of artniery men 
including a number of Earopeaos) Is sttsched to the corp», 
A foundation has also been laid for ralnng a body of cavalry 
to act with the corps of infantry The chief officers of thu 
corps are all Frenchmen of the most vinilent pnndplee of 
jacobinism many of the privates served ongmaDy with the 
French native force at PoudidiciTy, and the whole corps con- 
stitutes an armed French party of great power seal, and 
activity The efforts of this party are contmuaDy employed 
to magnify the power resources and success of France and 
to depreciate the character force and credit of Great Britain 
m the eyes of the Court at Hyderabad j and it appears by 
authentic mtelhgence that wherorer any detachment of this 
corps has been stationed for any considerable time, a most 
unfevouraWe nnpresaion has been produced ^igiinst the cha 
racter of the Bntuh nation. 

The death of Monsieur Raymond which happened a few 
montha past, appeared likely to impair the influence of this 
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corps at the Court of Hyderabad , and accordingly Azmi ul 
Onn.i took that opportunit}' to resume the large Jaghire 
iihich had been allotted for the pay and maintenance of the 
corps, but another Frenchman of the name of Peron has suc- 
ceeded to the command • Ins disposition is described to be 
liolent and brutal, and his principles do not appear to differ 
essentially from those of Raymond. Tlie corps, as now con- 
stituted, forms the most considerable and only efficient part 
of the Nizam’s nnlit.irj' establishment, and retains such a de- 
gree of ascendancy o\er the councils of the Nizam, as to be 
an object of serious alarm to Azmi ul Omra.*^ This coips 
has been recruited, in the pioportion of one-thnd of its total 
numbers from our territories, and from those of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and partly fiom deserters abandoning our service. 

Distinct proof has been given of the assiduity and success 
of the emissaries employed by Monsieur Baptiste (the second 
in command to Monsieur Peron, and stated to be of a very 
designing and artful character) for the purpose of exciting 
mutiny and sedition, and of inviting desertion amongst our 
sepoys stationed on the fiontier of the Nizam’s domimons. 
A considerable desertion of our troops took place in that 
quaiter some time ago, and nearly 500 men, with several 
native officers, who deserted on that occasion, are now serving 
in Monsieur Peron’s corps. The repeated applications of our 
Resident for the surrender of these deserters have hitherto 
been frustrated by the prevailing influence of Monsieur Pei on 
and of his army, and by the weakness of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, which Azim id Omra has declared to be unable to 
control the overbearing spirit and formidable power of the 
French faction After a protracted negociation, Azim ul 
Omra has at length, with much difficulty, and by an extra- 
ordinary effort, obtained the surrender of two Subadars, who 
were the principal contrivers of the desertion. 

Monsieur Peron and his officers mamtam a correspondence 
with a faction at the Nizam’s Court denommated the Paugah 


* In addition to the command of this corps, M Raymond had the 
entire conduct of the Nizam’s Ordnance, with an allowance of 60,000 
rupees monthly , the Ordnance has since been placed under the com- 
mand of M Peron, and he denves great influence from so important a 
charge 
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party, being composed pnncrpally of the officer* of hi* High 
nc«B I body guard of camlry 

The Paugah party hai long been connected with Tippoo 
Sultaun, and it entirely advene to Asim ul Omra and to ah 
the friendi of the BntJtb intcretta at the Court of Hyderabad 

It mutt not be forgotten, that m the year 1796, during the 
detention of Axhn ul Omra at Poonah the French faction, 
with the oBflittance of the Paugah party, prevailed upon the 
Nizam to ditnui* the Bntiah detachment, and took tuch 
meaturc* in concert with Tippoo (a large body of whose army 
marched in this crisis to the frontier of the Nizams donu- 
Dions) OB would have enabled them to dispose of the succes- 
sion to the Muanud according to their pleasure, if theNixam s 
death hod happened In that cntical conjuncture. At this 
period of tune the French contrived to obtam the grant of 
the large Jaghire since resumed this grant (which com 
prized the distnet of Maiduck containing* ^I4S square 
Bndsh miles situated to the northward of Hyderabad and 
producing an annual revenue of eighteen laca of rupees) may 
be considered as the first step towards the establishment of 
a temtonal revenue and there can be no doubt that it would 
have led to that necessary foundabon of Bnropean power m 
India, if the death of Monsieur Raymond had not enabled 
A«\m nl Omra to frustrate the project. The French officer* 
at Hyderabad maintam a direct correspondence with their 
countrymen in the semce of Tippoo Sultaun, and of Son- 
diah The latest eccoimta from the Resident at Hyderabad 
state that French officer* and adventurer* arrive contmuaHy 
at Hyderabad to remforcc MouBienr Peron s corps although 
the routes by which they gam access to the Deccan arc as 
yet unknown. 

This French party connected as it is with the prevailmg 
facbons m the Court of the Nizam correspondmg with Tip- 
poo Sultaun zealous m the cause of France and actuated 
by a spirit of mtngue, which would lead it to mix in every 
distraction of the State if not to originate mtemal confusion 
must bo considered as a circumstance of pontiTo weakness In 
the frame of the Government of Hyderabad Azim ul Omra 


TTk Compsay^i JigUre la, the CSrnstIc eontains 3 436 iqmre Bntlib 
mllca. 
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is fully .aware of the luagnitiule of this evil, and dreads the 
growth of a party which he can no longer restrain within any 
hounds of moderation, and which already threatens to sub- 
vert his pow er, and to disturb the regular order of succes- 
sion, if not to destro}^ the throne itself. With lespect to our 
inteiests, and to the value of our defensive alliance under the 
treaty of Pangul, the change in the Nizam’s military esta- 
blishments places him in a condition woise than that of abso- 
lute inefficiency, and renders the Couit of Hyderabad a 
source of additional strength to our enemies, i.atlier than of 
useful assistance to any biaiich of the Triple Alliance. The 
dangers to be .apprehended fioin the existence of Peron’s 
corps are not to be estimated merely by the actual state of 
its discipline, of its numbers, oi of its influence over the 
councils of the Niz.am our vie rs of this dangei must be 
extended beyond the present moment The French army at 
Hyderabad must be consideied not only as a poweiful aid to 
the cause of France in the piesent crisis, but as the basis of 
a permanent Fiench faction in India; on which, according to 
the oppoitunities of fortune, and the variation of circum- 
stances and of events, the actmty of the enemy may establish 
a strength of the most formidable kmd, either in peace or 
Avar. 

It requires no laboui of argument to prove the benefits 
which must be deiived to the cause of France, even in time 
of peace, fiom the establishment of an army of 14,000 men, 
commanded by natives of France, m the heart of the domi- 
nions of one of our principal allies, in the vicinity of oui most 
active enemy among tlie native powers, and on the bordeis 
of a vulnerable part of our own dommions In the event of 
peace, no more convenient channel could be piovided for the 
intrigues of France, no more useful point of union for the 
numerous adheients to her principles, and emissaries of her 
designs And it cannot be doubted, that the natural effect 
of the unchecked and rapid growth of such an army at the 
Couit of the Nizam must be, to detach that Couit fiom our 
interests, and to fix it absolutely in those of our enemy. 

But in the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, or m the 
stiU more aggravated case of a war with him, aided by a 
French force, what assistance can we expect from the Nizam, 
the main body of whose army is commanded by the corres- 



18G MiwuTi: OF August, 

pondcnU of Tippoo, natrrca of France, dlatmguuihod by 
their xca] in the came of that countiy, and muted with the 
whole body of French adventurert now eetabliBhed m India f 

Under inch orcunutancoa, the force of the Nixam would 
become usclen and oven dangerooi to m, precisely in pro- 
portion to the exigency of tho case, In which we shonld re- 
qiurc its services. 

If the French troops of the Nixam did not afford Trppoo 
open assistance, at least they could not be brought into the 
field against him without the utmost danger to oar esnse; 
nor could they be suffered to remain m the Deccan daring 
the continuance of tho contest, unless checked by the pre- 
sence of an equally powerful force, which must, m that case, 
be diverted from the objects of the war, and must operate as 
a positive diminution of our effeedve strength ra the field 
It appear! however nearly certam, that in the present weak 
state of tho Nixam a Government the French corps m his 
service would openly jom Tippoo Sultaun, and by a sadden 
blow endeavour to seise tbo Nixam i temtonea and to 
secure them to the dommion of France, under an aPiance 
offensive and defensive with Tippoo Sultann, This danger 
IS aggravated by the present position ofScindiabs army and 
by the disposition and present news of that Chief he now 
entertains a large body of infantry in his service under the 
command of a French officer; and it might be expected that 
he would readily engage with Tippoo Snltaon (with whom he 
u supposed to have lately opened a negodation) and with the 
French upon the conditions of a partition of the temtones 
and authority of tho Peiahvra and of the Nixam, The junc 
tion which night thus be effected by the French officers m 
the several armies of tho Nixam, of Scmdiah, and of Tippoo 
might estabUah the power of France m India upon tho ruins 
of the States of Poouah and of the Deccan, Under aD those 
circumstances therefore it is evident, that the Court of Hy 
derabad m its present condition (whatever may be its diJK 
position to use every effort for our assistance) is not only 
duqualified from cooperating with us as an ally ogaiiut 
Tippoo, but famishes him with powerful means of prosecuting 
bu designs against us, and offers every temptation to the 
ambition of France. 

Such being tho condition of the Nixam, it wul be found 
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that the Peishwa, who forms another branch of the triple 
alliance against Tippoo Sultaun, is not more able to fulfill his 
defensive engagements with us. 

The precise situation in which the Maliiatta Empire stood 
after the peace of Seringapatam, was the most favourable to 
our inteiests the several co-estates were then so equally 
b.ilanced as to pre\ent any danger of that degree of union 
’i\hich might concenter the formidable force of the whole in 
one consolidated mass, either against the British possessions, 
or against any other established power in India , nor had any 
one member of the Empire attained such a degree of strength 
as to be able singly to encounter our force. On the other 
hand, the Peisliwa, the acknowledged and constitutional head 
of this extensive confederation, aided by the abilities of his 
Minister Nana Furnavese, possessed a sufficient influence 
over several of the leading Chiefs to render him a respectable 
ally% and to furnish him with the means of bringing a consi- 
derable force into the field. 

From the period of the peace of Sermgapatam to that of 
the death of Mahda Row, the danger appears to have been, 
that the address of Nana might have drawn too great a 
weight into the scale of the Peishwa’s power, and have en- 
abled the Government of Poonah to wield the united force of 
the whole Mahratta Empire. At the battle of Kurdlah the 
Peishwa was assisted against the Nizam by the contmgents 
of most of the confederate chieftains of the Maliratta Em- 
pire , and the power of the Nizam was greatly endangered in 
that state of the Peishwa’s authority and force But Nana’s 
ambition or jealousy having mduced him, upon the sudden 
death of Mahda Row, to attempt the disturbance of the re- 
gular order of succession by mtruding an adopted child upon 
the throne, opened the way to those successive intrigues and 
revolutions which for some time past have distracted the 
Mahratta Empire Without pursuing the various changes 
and convulsions of the Government of Poonah during the 
period described, it is sufficient to observe, that then pro- 
gress natuially tended to weaken the Sovereign power, and 
has terminated in the imprisonment of Nana, in the rum of 
his influence, and in the suspension of the power and autho- 
nty of the reigning Peishwa, under circumstances which 
, menace the abolition of his office. 
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Scindiah, who in tlna clian^able Bceno has altenmtely 
ULen part with the present Peisliwa and with Nana, has at 
length OTcrpowcrcd both, and has been for some time past 
so for master of the Goremment of Poonah, that the Peishwa 
conld not, in his present condition command the cooperation 
of any considerable body of the Mahratta chiefta^, nor 
afford ns any assistance against Tippoo Snltaon. 

During the course of the ernita which have contribated to 
weaken and degrade the Governments of Poonah and Hy 
dcrahod their rautoal annnositics and opposition of interests 
have risen to such a height as to render all cooperation be- 
tween them utterly nnpmcticahle. The eiBaency of our 
system of defensive alliance against Tippoo Snltaun has there- 
fore been impaired, not only by the respeefave weakness of 
each of our allies bat by the difficulty of uniting them in any 
common view or jomt operation. 

In the meanwhile Tippoo Snltaun has enjoyed a state of 
mtemal tranqnalhty nearly nmntcTTupted While our allies 
have been distracted and exhausted by fseboD rebelhon 
revolution and war be bas been employed In improving the 
disciphce of his armies, and m repairing the vigour of hia 
resources ] he has alternately endeaTour^ but without sne- 
cess to gam the Peishwa and the Nisam to bis cause he 
however possesses a considerable mffnence at the Court of 
Hyderabad m consequence of his conneebons with the corps 
of Kaymond, and with other lactionB adverse to the British 
interests at that Court. It u also known that he despatched 
an embassy to Zemaun Shah whose design of mvading Hm- 
dostan has been recently announced m a formal manner to 
this Government, and to the Nabob Vlner 

That Zemaun Shah really entertains the romantic project 
of mvadnig Hmdostan cannot admit of a doubt this was the 
opinion of the late Governor General, m which I entirely 
concur 

It has been supposed that Zemaun Shah, in hii late march 
towards BLmdostan was recalled from liohore mto his own 
dominions, either by some domestic dissention, or by the 
apprehensicm of an attack from some of the States in tho 
neighbourhood of his Kingdom. And it was hoped that the 
same causes might for some tune ohitmct the executian of 
his declared project but the last despatches from tho Acting 
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Resident at the Court of Scindiah state a report, tliat Ze- 
maun Shah is no\v relieved fiom all apprehensions, either of 
internal rebellion or of foi eign invasion , and his inclination 
as veil as his ability, to move his army towaids the frontier 
of Hindostan, at the close of the lainy season, are now uni- 
versally Cl edited. It must be recollected, that upon a recent 
occasion, Zeniaun Shah advanced to Lahoie without meeting 
any formidable opposition fiom the Seiks, although it had 
formeily been asserted, that the country of the Seiks would 
always prove an insuperable obstacle to Ins progress. Be- 
tvveen the countrv of the Seiks and the frontier of Oude no 
barrier exists to check the motions of the Shah, excepting 
the power of Scindiah. The dominions of Scindiah at pre- 
sent are so veakened by internal dissentions as to be m a 
state nearl} defenceless, while Scindiah continues at Poonali 
vith the mam body of his arm}", and while his tiibutary 
Chiefs, lemaining in Hindostan, are notoiiously disaffected to 
his cause, and aie piepared to seize any favourable opportu- 
nity of annihilating his power 

Zemaun Shah cannot be ignorant of these advantages, and 
if they should tempt him to invade Hindostan, the diversion 
of our force which would be occasioned by such an event, would 
offer the most favorable opportunity to an attack from Tippoo 
upon the Carnatic, it is not impiobable that the object of the 
intercourse betiveen Tippoo and Zemaun Shah was, (on the 
part of the former at least) some such plan of joint operation. 

The present position of Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s army, 
operates as a double advantage to the cause of Tippoo The 
absence of Scindiah from his dominions m Hindostan, mvites 
the invasion of Zemaun Shah and favours its success ; while 
the presence of Scmdiah’s army at Poonah holds both our 
allies m check The weight of Tippoo’s power m the gene- 
ral balance, must therefore be considered to have received an 
augmentation, not only by the declared projects of Zemaun 
Shah, and by the possibihty of their (at least limited) success, 
but by the opei ations of Scmdiah in addition to aU the other 
avents which have concurred to impair the efficiency of our 
defensive alliance 

In the mean while, the Government of Fort St Geoige, 
whose pecuhar duty it is to watch the operations of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and to commumcate to me every circumstance le- 
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IfltJDg to tho growth of hi» power, liare dzitlnctlj rtated in 
their letter of the lOth of July, thnt “his retources arc more 
prompt than our own, and that a great part of his army is 
supposed to have long been m a state of field equipment.” 
So lentiblo Indeed is the Government of Fort St George to 
the terror of Tippoo Sultaun • arms, as to be apprehensiTe of 
makrag any efifort for resistiDg their progress lest Tippoo 
should anhcjpate the tardiness of our preparations by the ra 
pidity of hu own, and should overrun die Carnatic, before 
•our army could even move for its defence. 

It Is difficult to describe the pam and regret, which that 
letter from tho Government of Fort St George occasioned m 
my mmd nor can I concave that it is calculated to raise 
any other emohonj m tho mind of any friend to the prosperi- 
ty of the British interests or to the honour of the Bntiih name 
in India. If the hurts and arguments stated in that letter be 
correct, it must now be admitted that the glonons successes 
of the last war in Mysore, the wisdom which balanced the 
relative interests and forces of the benigerent powers at the 
conclocon of Peace and finally the great expense mcorred 
by the Company in the progressive increase of them mOitary 
estabbshments on the coast, have terminated m no better re- 
sult, than to render Tippoo s power absolutely invmdble and 
to place the disposal of our fate m his bands. For if the 
sentiments of the GoTemment of Fort 8t George be founded 
upon a just estimate of the relatave condibons of Tippoo Sub 
taun and of the Company in India, he possesses the ready 
means of attack, while we cannot venture to resort even to 
those of defence , hut, with a full knowledge of his hoitihty, 
of his nffrnmtvft »Tlinnpft publicly concluded with the enemy, 
and of his contmual and advanced preparatioiis for war we 
must submit to remam unarmed, because any attempt to 
countoact his design might possibly accelerate its execution. 
This argument against the prudence of preparing for our de- 
fence would become stronger every day in proportion to the 
progress of Trppoo s hostile prcparationB , untO at length wo 
should be reduced to the alternative other of impliat sub- 
mission, or of meumng a much greater nsk than any which 
can now be apprehended from assembling our defensive 
force. Although I am not disposed to adopt the sentiments 
of the Government of Fort St George on this subject, I ac- 
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kiumlodjrt' >v!th groat^conccin those tlorccf*^ jn the imlitan 
c^tnbh‘:hnicnt‘? on tlic coast, \\lnch \\il! not admit aiiN lar"c 
proportion of that nrnu to move for several months, those 
defects certainly constitute so main additional nd\antngcs m 
the scale of Tippoo's power; and in this mcw, (hej hcconic 
ohjccts of the most serious consideration, and form a piinci- 
pal feature of the danger nhich it is the duty of this Go^c^n- 
ment to nicrt, hy counsels of another spirit, than that of dcs- 
pondenc},nnd hy measures of miotlicr character, tlian that of 
inaction, or of implicit suhnnssion to the ^ull of the cnciii). 

1 lia\c now examined the principal causes of that danger, 
.IS the) arc to he traced in the \ariable course of c^cnls since 
tlic peace of Seringapatani , the nature of oin actual situa- 
tion, arising from the combined elTects of these causes, wdl 
best appear, hy a summar) rc\ic\\ of the facts ^^!licll I lia\c 
already enumerated in detail. 

Tippoo SiiUaun liaMng manifested the most hostile inten- 
tions towards ns, possesses an ariii) of nlncli a considerable 
portion is now in readiness to take the field for purposes of 
offence; lie has increased the number of his French officers, 
and lias solicited, and may possibl) receive further assistance 
from the French, he may also rccciie assistance from the 
several corps commanded b)*^ French ofiicers in tlie service of 
the Ki7ain, of Scindiah, and of many other natne powers. 
He may he assisted hy the invasion of Zemaun Shall, and by 
the direct cooperation of Scindiah. On the othei hand, our 
protecting force upon the coast of Coromandel cannot he put 
in motion within a shorter period than three, (oi accoiding to 
the Adjutant General Lieutenant Colonel Close, tlian six) 
months, even for the pui'poseof defending the Carnatic , our 
allies in the mean while, are utterly unable to fulfil their de- 
fensive engagements inth us , the Peishwa being depressed 
and kept in check by the intrusion of Scindiah, and the 
Nizam by the vicinity of that chieftain’s army, and by the 
overhearing influence of an army commanded hy French offi- 
cers, and established m the center of the Deccan. T^Hiile 
we remain in this situation, without a soldier prepared to 
take the field in the Carnatic, and without an ally to assist 
our operations in the event of an attack from Tippoo, we 
leave the fate of the Carnatic to the discretion of Tippoo, 
we suffer the cause of Fiance to acquire houily accessions of 
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strength in every quarter of India we abandon our alUea the 
Niiam ana tlio Pcishwa to the mercy <k Tippoo and of Sem 
dmh m conjunction with the French, ^d wo leave to France 
the ready means of obtaining a largif tcmtonal revenue and 
a permanent eatabbsliment in the Deccan founded upon the 
destruction of our alhancos 

Under all these circumstance* the situation of the British 
empuu in India is, without doubt, extremely critical, but In 
my opmion, by no means alarming For in the very diffl 
culties of our actual situatioD ore to be found the means not 
only of averting the danger of the present moment, bat of 
providing permanent seennty against the future return of a 
similar crisis* A common apprehension of the designs of 
Scindiah has fortunately produced on union of raterests 
between the Governments of Poonah and Hyderabad and 
notwithstanding some occasional symptom* of that spirit of 
duphaty and mtngue which marhs the character of every 
Asiatic Court, Anm ul Omra and the ministers of the Peish 
wa seem to be sincerely convinced that a reoewa] of anuca 
ble engagement* between the Peubwa and the I’Tuam is 
equally necessary to the safety of both* On the one hand it 
appears, that the Peishwa cannot expect to be speedily eman> 
cipated or effectually defended from the undue mflnence of 
Scmdiah without the ostutance of the Nisam; and on the 
other hand, it is evident, that the restoration of the just 
power and authonty of the Peishws would operate as a con 
stant restraint on the designs of Scmdiah of Tippoo and of 
the French agamit the mdependence of the Court of Hyde- 
rabad Under these csrcumstanceA it appeared to me that 
neither the Peishwa nor the Niiam would be litely to new 
with jealousy any assistance which we might think it advua 
hie to afford to either for the purpose of renvmg the tnple 
alliance against Tippoo on its original basis and of enabling 
the contracting parties to fulfil their respective engagement*. 
This expectation constituted a fundamental principle of my 
mstmetiona to the residents at Poonah and Hyderabad, of 
the 8th of July Their subsequent correspondence has for 
mshed abundant proof, that my view of the dliposition of the 
two courts was not erroneous smee it appear* that while I 
was occupied in fratnmg a system of measure* for uniting the 
Nixara and the Penhwa upon the firm ground of their rea 
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procal interests, a treaty vas actually concluded between 
those two powers atPoonah, with a view to the same object, 
the ratification of this tieaty on tlie pait of the Nizam, has 
been dclajed by Azim ul Omra, but theie appears eveiy 
re.ison to hope, that the interposition of our aibitration will 
accommodate eveiy point of diifeience. Our arbitration has 
already been earnestly solicited by botli parties, and I am 
persuaded that it will be both acceptable and efficacious 
wheneier it shall be interposed. 

The encieasing alaim excited at the Couit of Hydeiabad, 
by the intemperate conduct of M. Piron and of the French 
army, would dispose ^Vzim ul Onua to receive with gratitude 
any offer of assistance tow'ards the destiuction of so pow'erful 
and dangerous a faction ; and the existing jealousies between 
the French officers, would facilitate the dismission of the corps. 
Azim ul Omra has recently expressed in the strongest terms 
his wash of being enabled by our assistance, to accomplish 
this most desirable measure. The only obstacles w'hich ap- 
pear likely to occur to a general accommodation, are the im- 
petuosity and violence of Dowdut Rao Scindiah, whose con- 
tinuance in his present position would operate as an effectual 
assistance to Tippoo, and w'ould preclude the possibihty of 
restoring either the Peishwa or the Nizam^ to any degree of 
efficiency or consideration. But the absence of Scindiah 
from his own dominions, and the ungovernable excesses of 
his temper, (however to be lamented as having contributed to 
those events which have impaired the power of our allies,) 
have at the same time weakened the sources of his own power, 
have occasioned a spirit of faction and revolt m his own do- 
minions, and have disgusted all the ancient friends and con- 
nections of his family, together with every respectable ad- 
herent to his cause. His violence towards the female rela- 
tions of his family has raised a considerable party against 
him amongst his own followers , and his signal treachery m 
the impnsonment of Nana, from which he hoped to derive 
the free use of Nana’s tieasure, has termmated in rendering 
that resource inaccessible to him, at the very moment when it 
is most mdispensable to his necessities. He is therefore now 
surrounded by an army clamoious for pay, is destitute of pe- 
cumary resource, and is unsupported by any one respectable 
friend His principal minister, a person of considerable ex- 
VOL I. o 
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penence, and bearing Uie highest character of any of hta fol- 
lowert, hat expressed to the Resident at Poonah m the mott 
distinct terms an entire disapprobation ofScmdiahs late con- 
duct, and on earnest wish for an accommodation between 
Scindioh and the Peishwa through our mediation and for 
the peaceable return of Sclndiah to his dominions in Hmdot- 
tan ; Scindiah himself bos manifested no disinclination to re- 
ceive the advice of the Resident at Poonah whose discre- 
tion bos hitherto limited the extent of his interference but 
from what ha# already passed it is reasouabJo to hope that 
Sdndiah m the present distressed state of his affairs will 
give a favorable attention to any jost and moderate proposi 
tion urged with the full authority of his GovernmenL In 
the mean while the threatened invasion of Zemaim Shah 
offers a new motive to recal Scmdioh to the proteetjon of bis 
own donunions, and he must be sensible not only that his se- 
cunty m the event of such an invasion most depend in a 
great measure on the co-operadon of the Bntish troops, bat 
that in the present disturbed condition of bis possessions and 
of his army we hold his fate in our hands 
In this posture of affairs, any opposition to our interference 
for the re-estahlishment of our alLances would be equally 
meffectual and uiyustiflable on the part of Semdiah 
vanoUB consideratioas of pobey and interest will concur to 
render him cadtioue of talaug any step which might afford 
us just cause of offence- The last despatches from Poonah 
afford a hope that Nana^ Furnaveese and the Peishwa, may 
find it then- interest! to forget their motoal ammontj any 
accommodation between them would lead greatly to facflitate 
an arrangement, emhraemg the respective interests of the 
Peishwa of Scindiah and of the Nisam- i 

Such are the circumstances of the present moment, which 
appear to me to frvor the execution of that comprehensive 
system of precaution and defence demanded by the exigency of 
our actual situation The mode in which 1 have endeavoured 
to carry this system into effect has been suggested by the 
foUowmg considerationa. The Court of Hyderabad has re- 
peatedly and earnestly soBcited an increase of the Bntish de- 
tachment in the service of the Nixam under an assurance that 
the French corps of Piron would be dismissed from his High 
ness f service immediately upon the amval of the additional 
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Britisli force. This proposition has hithei to been embariassed 
by conditions of a nature incompatible with our engagements 
at Poonah, and the late dissentions between the Nizam and 
the Peishwa have piecluded all hope of any amicable adjust- 
ment of this difficulty. It was therefore thought advisable by 
the late Governor-General m Conned to lesort to the expe- 
dient of encouraging the mti oduction of British adventurers 
into the service of the Nizam, for the puipose of counterba- 
lancmg in some measure the influence of the Fiench anny at 
Hyderabad. With this view, the corps commanded by Mr. 
Fmglass has received the protection and encouiagement of 
the Actmg Resident, and has been augmented to the number 
of 8,000 men 

The pohey of this expedient always appeared to me veiy 
doubtful, and I have entei tamed seiious appiehensions that 
the measure might ultimately fuimsh additional lecruits to 
the cause of France, instead of countei acting her influence. 
In the most favorable view, however, this expedient could 
only be considered as a palliative of the evd it could not be 
expected that such a force as that of Mi. Fmglass would 
enable the Nizam to disband the corps of Piron, it must 
therefoie have been evident at all times, that nothmg less 
than a considerable and permanent mcrease of our regidar 
subsidiary foice at Hyderabad could empower the Nizam to 
extricate himself from the hands of the French faction, so 
sohdly established in his dominions 

I have already stated my reasons for thinking that the in- 
crease of the British detachment at Hyderabad would no 
longer afibid any cause of jealousy to the Peishwa, and 
under all these circumstances, I have availed myself of the 
late conduct of Tippoo and of Scmdiah, to propose that mea- 
sure, subject m the first instance to the previous consent of 
the Court of Poonah I have accompanied this pioposition 
with a condition, that the arbitration of this Government shall 
be accepted for the final adjustment of the pomts of differ- 
ence still lemaming between the two Courts These points 
are now so few, and the requisitions of the Court of Hydera- 
bad of a nature so just and moderate, that I entertain a con- 
fident expectation of effecting an accommodation upon prin- 
ciples equally advantageous to both parties. 

I have already observed that one of the most dangerous 
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circumatoncc* nttcnding the eatabliabment of the French 
piirty at Hyderabad, la the influence which they arc lihely to 
ix)88ei8 m directing ibc BaccoMion to the throne wheneVor it 
•hall become vacant by the death of the Nizam. 

Sccunder Job, the eldest son of the Nizam wonld be the 
natural eucccasor, unleaa Uie regular order of Bncceasion 
•hould bo disturbed by domestic faction foreign mtngue, or 
force } for although priority of birth may not be considered 
to give the same absolute and excluuve right to succesiion 
in India as it doe* m Europe it is invariably deemed the 
strongest title, and is rarely superseded excepting m case of 
disaffection, or of poaitivo disquallflcation So far from these 
or any other objections heiug apphcable to the title of Secun- 
der Jah it is well known that the Nizam has given the strong 
est indications of hu favorable intentioDS towards Secunder 
Jah, by entrustmg that Prmce with the custody of hu Seal, 
and by empowering him to perform certain acts which are re 
served exclusively for the Sovereign. This adrouiion to the 
persons! exercise of a portion of the sovereign authority 
during the hfe of the Nizam U deemed equivalent to a vir 
tnal nominabon to the throne ; and there u no reason to sup 
pose thst the Nizam will nominste any of hu younger sons to 
the exclusion of the heir apparent, unless hu Highness should 
be prevafled upon in the weakness of hu last moments to 
commit an act of such flagrant nnpobey aud uyuslace. 

Secunder Jah u connected by marriage with the family of 
Asnn ul Omra and hu eitablubment upon the throne would 
give great additional security to the Bndsh interests at the 
Court of Hyderabad on the other band none of the younger 
Sons can hope to reach 'the throne by any other assistance 
than that of the French party andofl^ppoo Sultaun. Soffl 
dent proof has been stated of the interest which Tippoo and 
the French take in the exclusion of Secunder Jah and of the 
attempts which they "have already made to mterfere m govern- 
ing the succession. These attempts may be refaewed and 
their success would necessarily involve the destruction of Axim 
nl Omra and of Secunder Jah, together Vith the consequent 
ppmhilation of the Bntuh mflnence at Hyderabad /all bop^ 
of re-establuhing the balance of power in India as it eiist^ 
nt the peace of Sonngspatam, would then be precluded { the 
countries of tho Nizam would in such an event become m 
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efiect a dependency of Franco, and the partiznns of tliat na- 
tion, in conjunction vith Tippoo, and vitli the body of their 
countrmen lately received into his pay, voiild have the 
means of endangeiing the British poner in India 

Under all these cii cunistances, the same piinciples which 
suggested the necessity of increasing the Biitisli detachment 
at Hyderabad, demanded that it should be employed to sup- 
port the succession of Seciinder Jah, as being essentially con- 
nected with the permanency of our influence at Hyderabad, 
and with the efiectual exclusion of the interference of Tippoo 
and of France. 

I have therefore authorised the Resident at Hyderabad to 
employ the British ti oops in this ser\ice, if their assistance 
should hereafter become necessary , but I am per&uaded that 
the mere presence of our force, accompanied by the know- 
ledge of my firm determination to support the regular order 
of succession, will preclude every movement either of foreign 
or domestic opposition. 

The arrangements proposed for the service of the Nizam 
will be very incomplete, unless connected -with the restoration 
of the Peishwa to a due degree of authoiity and power, and 
preceded by the cordial approbation of the Court of Poonali. 
But the great danger to be averted is the growth of the in- 
fluence of Tippoo and of France in India. It is theiefore 
evident, that the failuie of the proposed plan at Poonah 
would increase the necessity of providing for the safety of the 
Nizam, and of destroying the French party at his Court. If, 
therefore, the Peishwa should eithei refuse his assent to the 
propositions to be made to him, or if fiom the success of 
Scindiah’s operations, oi from any other cause, those mea- 
sures which relate to the Court of Poonah should be fius- 
trated, I have still deemed it advisable to direct the Acting 
Resident at Hyderabad to carry into effect the inciease of 
the Bntish detachment, and such othei paits of my instruc- 
tions as may appear practicable, reseiving always to the 
Peishwa the power of acceding hereafter to any treaty 
which we may conclude with the Nizam, and continuing with 
that view the lestnctive terms of our present subsidiary en- 
gagements with the lattei, as far as they relate to the interests 
of the Peishwa The dismission of the French corps at Hy- 
derabad would not frilly answer the views with which I 
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liavc proposed that measure, if the ofHcen or Eoropean pn- 
vntes were permitted to enter into the semce of any other 
native power although I should think them less dangerous 
in any service than m tlint of tlie Nixam I have endea 
voured not only to secure the expulsion of the French from 
Hyderabad but also thoir munediate return to their native 
country I have theroforo required that the French officers 
and pnvatds should be delivered up to the Government of 
Fort St George in order that they may he immediately con- 
veyed to Europe the Nisam is under no engagements cither 
with the Government of France or with the French officers 
to continne them in his service and he possesses the fuH right 
to dismiss them whenever he shall think 6t The exorbitant 
power which M. Piron and his army have acquired at Hydera 
bad as well aa them immoderate abuse of it, will jostifv the 
Nixam m taking whatever measures may appear most effljc 
ttial for the purpose of tecanng himself against a faction so 
formidable not only to the ludepcndcDce of his Government, 
but to the safety of his own person, and to the existence of 
bis throne With the same view I have made it a prelmu* 
nary conditioD of the whole plan, that the Nixam his heirs 
and ruccessofs shall for ever exclude the French from them 
amdea and domiuious 

The corps ofMr Finglass, after the establishment of a con- 
siderable Bntuh force at Hyderabad, will no longer be liable 
to die full force of the objections which I have stated against 
the pohey of encouraging such a body of adventurers in the 
service of the Nixara this question however does not re- 
quire an immediate decision we Bball poasets ample means 
of deciding it according to our discretion if our propositions 
to the Court of Hyderabad ahould be attended vrith succets. 
The consent of the Niiam to auch parts of the proposed 
arrangementa as relate to the re-establishment of the Govern- 
ment of Poonah Is required as a necessary preliminary to the 
increase of the Bntuh detachment at Hyderabad My inten 
tions being to take no step in the fint instance at cither 
Court without the full knowledge and concurrence of the 
other; a pnnaple the strict observance of which to every 
degree of practicable extent, appears to mo to bo the only 
effectual mode of removing all causes of Jealousy of umting 
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tlie confidence of both parties, and of bringing them to a dis- 
passionate consideration of then mutual interests. 

The parts of the proposed arrangement which relate to the 
re-establishment of the Government of Poonah were sug- 
gested by Colonel Palmer’s letter of 1st of June, in which he 
states that the authority of the Peishwa would be restored 
by the appearance of a strong British foice at Poonah, and 
that Scmdiah, undei the circumstances of Tippoo’s lecent 
aggression, could on no just pretence object to such a move- 
ment of our troops, nor in his present condition be able to 
oppose it ” 

The whole tenoi of the subsequent advices fiom Poonah 
tended to confirm this opinion for while it appeared evi- 
dently impossible that the authoiit}" of the Peishwa could be 
restored otherwise than by foieign assistance, there seemed 
to be every rational ground of expectation, that the mere ap- 
pearance of oui troops would induce all the leading Chieftains 
of the Mahratta empiie to unite in suppoit of the Peishwa, 
and that such an event ivould not be unacceptable even to 
the followers of Scindiah The Peishwa himself has ear- 
nestly solicited the aid of a body of our troops, and has ex- 
pressed the fullest sense of the necessity, as well as reliance 
on the efilcacy of such a measuie foi the restoration of his 
authority and for the protection of his person. 

On the other hand, the danger of the Peishwa mcreased 
from day to day , the assistance which he had solicited from 
the Nizam was not likely to reach him before his fate had 
been decided , and the expectation even of any assistance 
from the Court of Hyderabad, notwithstanding the conclusion 
of the late treaty, appeared to rest on a very precarious foun- 
dation. In this situation, the direct interposition of this Go- 
' vernment by moving a detachment of troops to Poonah was 
the only measure on which we could lely with any degree of 
certainty for averting the immediate destruction of our in- 
terests at that Court. 

The Resident at Poonah was therefore authorized to re- 
qmie a detachment of troops from Bombay, but previously 
to so decided a step, it was deemed proper that the Resident 
should reqmre of the Peishwa his consent to the increase of 
the British detachment at Hyderabad, his acceptance of our 
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arbitration between tho Conrta ofPoonah and Hyderabad^ 
and his cxclueion of tbe Trcndi from hu annic* atid domi* 
mons 

Tnth a view of aecuring the lasting benefit of thu arrange- 
ment at the Court ofPoonah, it is intended that a propoaal 
aboil be made to the Peiahwa to enter mto permanent aobai 
diary engagementa with ua of a annllar natnre and extent 
with those which shall be conclnded at the Court of Hyder 
abod 

"VVJth the same view, the Resident at Poonah has been 
directed to take such measures as may appear to him roost 
hkely to interest Nana Fumaveese m the success of this 
general arrangement of the afiairs of the two Courts 

The laat despatches from Poonah afford ^rery reason to 
hope that the abilities and experience of Nana may be sue 
ceaifnlly employed by Colonel Palmer m effecting the return 
o^Scindiah to his own dotnnuons, and tbe consequent res- 
toration of the Peishwa- 

The impedimenta which Sciodmh opposes to the success 
of this arrangement will probably disappear whenever tbe 
union of the two Courts, cemented by our mterpositian, shall 
become a matter of public notoriety 

The treaaure of Nana is tho only rfesource m which Bcm- 
diah can find tbe means of appeasing the clafitonra of his 
discontented army ; and Colonel Palmet will arafl hnnself of 
any farorable opportunity of-comJectmg the mtoreits ofNana 
with these 6f S^diab and of tbe Felshwa, m such a manner 
as shall enable Scmdiah to retoe with safety into his own 
dominions, withodt affafdmg hhfa the fpowelr of effectmg any 
other mihtary movement. 

Bemg desirous of couciliating the real interests of all par 
ties, I ha^e instructed Colonel Palmer to make the most 
amicable propositions to Scmdiah, and to Tirge the policy of 
his return to his own dommiona by pomtmg out them actual 
danger during his absence^ by offering our co-opcration 
agamst theTnenaced mrasioD of Zemaim Shah and our me- 
diation with the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad ; and I 
hare made tho consent of those Courts to our mediation of 
their respective differences with Scmdiah an mdispensablo 
preliminary of the arrangements which regard tho restoration 
of their own independence. Scindiah cannot nyeet our pro- 
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positions on any ground which would not immediately place 
him m the rank of a declared enemy to us, and of an avowed 
auxiliary to Trppoo Sultaun. 

In this case, therefore, we must have recourse to compul- 
sion ; and I have authorized the Resident at Poonah to use it 
in the last and, I trust improbable, extremity. 

Such are the measures which I have proposed, with a view 
to restore the efficiency of our alhances, and to check the 
growth of the French party in the Deccan. 

I have already stated the reasons which convinced me 
(against the opinion of the Government of Fort St. George) 
that the assembling the army on the coasts of Coromandel and 
Malabar, and at Bombay, was absolutely indispensable to the 
defence of the Carnatic, under the circumstance of Tippoo’s 
declared designs and acknowledged preparations for war. 

The fatal pohcy of neglecting to keep pace with the for- 
wardness of the enemy’s equipments has been felt more than 
once on the coast of Coromandel, and, I repeat it, I cannot, 
consistently with any sentiment of duty, consent to rest the 
security of the Carnatic, m the present crisis, on any other 
foundation than a state of active and early preparation for 
war But if I had looked only to the success of those mea- 
sures which are now depending at the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad (measures essentially involving our present and 
future means of checking the implacable enmity of Tippoo), 
I should on that ground alone have proposed to assemble the 
army upon the coast of Coromandel, at Bombay, and upon 
the coast of Malabar 

It IS impossible 'to suppose that Tippoo would not employ 
every effort to prevent the revival of our defensive alliances ; 
and It would, therefore, be nearly certain that his advanced 
state of preparation for war, and his renewed connection with 
the French, would tempt him to interfere in the affairs of the 
Nizam and of the Peishwa, and to assist the views of Scindiah 
at Poonah, and of M. Piron’s army at Hyderabad. It there- 
fore became necessary to check the motions of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, by assembling an army upon his frontier during the con- 
tinuance of our negociations vith our allies. 

I have adverted, in the course of this Minute, to those de- 
fects in the constitution of the army upon the coast which 
ha\ e impeded its early movement in the present critical con- 
juncture. The measures which I Iiave proposed for the cor- 
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Tcction of those defects ore absolutely necessary, in my judg 
ment, to our future sccunty in the Carnatic, The detail of 
those measures will appear tn ray Mmute in the Secret De- 
partment of the 20th July, and m the letter to the Gorem- 
ment of Fort St George of the same date.* 

I am fully aware of tlio expense to be incurred in establish 
iDg any improved system, wliiob shall enable the army on the 
coast to keep pace with the promptitude of Tippoo s resources, 
and to move with an olacnty an^ expedition equal to his 

If, however, the proposed increase of our subsidiary eo- 
gagements at Hyderabad should tate place it is my intention 
that the whole detachment consisting of three regnnents, 
should be furnished from the establishment of Fort St George. 
The force thus stationed at Hyderabad will afford on effectnal 
security to the northern Circars against Tippoo Sultaun, or 
against any other foreign enemy The duty of the Circars 
win then require no larger a proportion of troops than may 
be sufficient to maintain the internal pohee and good order of 
the country It will not therefore be requisite m the event 
of peace to raise more than than one regiment at Fort St. 
George, to replace those semngwiththeNUam. This arrange- 
ment will operate as a savmg of the expense of two regiments 
upon the establishment of Foft St, George and wiH fiimish 
a fund at least adequate to the permanent charges of the new 
establishments of artiDcry draA cattle and gram which our 
recent experience has proved to be mdispensable for the 
purpose of mahlmg the army on the coast to take the field 
expeditiously, on any sudden emergency 

In tliin view, the restorabon of our defensive allunppj 
agomit Tippoo is essentially connected with the improvement 
of our system of defence in the Carnatic and the assistance 
afforded to the Niiam will become (without any mcrease of 
expense) the source of additional vigour and activity to our 
army upon the coast. 

Deeply as I lament the obstacles which have prevented ns 
fiom itrOung an instantaneous blow against the possessions 
of Tippoo I expect to derive considenble advantage from 
the success of that system of precaabon and defence which I 
have been compelled to substiiateinpUceofan immediate war 

These mornres are detailed In the Gorcinor-Oeoersl • ItUer to 0«- 
Dcnl Hirrls, of the 18th Jnljr 1798— paye 135 



, 1798. 


THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


203 


The enlargement of oui subsidiary engagements at the 
Court of Hyderabad, combined with the establishment of 
similar engagements at the Court of Poonah, will become a 
great augmentation of our strength, attended by no increase 
of charge, and possibly by a diminution of our military ex- 
penses. 

The two detachments will fonii a considerable aimy, sta- 
tioned on the most vulnerable part of Tippoo Sultaun’s frontier, 
in a position which will at all times facilitate our approach to 
his capital, by securing the piotection of oui convoys of pro- 
visions. A force so stationed will operate as a perpetual 
restraint upon any movements which Tippoo might be dis* 
posed to make towaids the fiontier, either of the Cainatic, of 
the Noithern Circars, oi of Malabar It will also impede 
any coojieration between the armies of Scindiah and of 
Tippoo, and vnll induce the formei to lemain within his own 
dominions, wheie his motions will again be checked by the 
vicinity of our army on the frontier of Oude. 

In such circumstances, it must always be the interest of 
Scindiah to cultivate our friendship in preference to that of 
the French, or of any native power. Thus he may become 
an useful ally to us in the event of Zeraaun Shah’s approach 
to the fiontier of Hindostan ,‘and the piospect of that event 
must render him anxious to secure oui pi otection. On the 
other hand, the success of his present ambitious and unjusti- 
fiable views agamst the Peishwa would fix him in the mterests 
of Tippoo Sultaun and of France, with the accession of what- 
ever stiength he might be able to collect fiom the lemnants 
of the empire which he would have overthiown 

The influence which we shall naturaU}-^ deiive, both at Hy- 
derabad and Poonah, fi om the presence of so large a body 
of our troops, will enable us to prevent any aggression on 
either side, by the constant interposition of our good ofiices 
with both parties, to restiam every symptom of a revival of 
then former spirit of jealousy and contention. 

Oui endeavouis may then be successfully directed to the 
desirable object of pieseivmg ummpaired the strength and 
resources of the two powers, on whose coopeiation we must 
rely for assistance in the event of any war with the state of 
Mysore, and while we prevent our allies fiom weakening 
themselves by i epeated contests, we may expect that such an 
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intcrfcTxmco ui tho dupntef of the natlpc powen, to far from 
tending to foment dhuiont, and to occasion war will prore 
tho beat lecurity for tho general tranquillity of India, as well 
as tho most tohd pledge of onr disposition to preserve that 
blessing from mtcmiption 

However comprehensiro and intricate the proposed system 
may appear at the first now it will soon bo evident to jl the 
powers of India, that the fundamental principle of our pobey 
IB mvnnably repugnant to every scheme of conquest, exten- 
sion of domuuon, aggrandisement, or ambition either for 
ourselves or for our aflies. Consistently with this pnnciple 
it IS our right and duty to restore the vigour and efficiency of 
onr defensive alliances , but beyond the limits of thm pnn- 
dple, we entertam no project of altering the condition, of 
reducing or of raising the power of any established state m 
India. On the other hand, the same principle justifies and 
demands our firm resistance to the mtrusion of any foreign 
power which shall attempt to acquire a preponderant mfiuenee 
m the scale of Indian politics to the prejndice of onr defen- 
aive alliances, and of our jost mterests. The establishment 
of our subsidised force at Poonah and Hyderabad will afibrd 
efiectual means of guarding not only against any such lotm- 
sion, but agamst the undne growth of any native power 
'While we possess so formidable a force in the center of 
India, no sneb event can happen without our knowledge and 
consent. 

The last question which remains for consideration is, wbat 
■TihTI be the nature and extent of that demand of satisfaction 
which we shall make firom Tippoo Sultaim whenever we 
shall have completed the sys tem now dependmg at the Courts 
of our Allies and shall have brought our army m the Carnatic 
to a state of preparation for the field! 

It IB evident from the &cfr which have come under my 
observation m the course of this discussion, that our safety 
requires a further reduction of the relative power of Tippoo 
Snltaim- 

The pphey of the Treaty of Seringapatam certainly was not 
to Tippoo s power upon such a scale os should leave 

him a constant object of alarm and apprehension to the Com- 
pany That he has been so for some years past cannot be 
denied by tnj person acqnamted with the records cither of 
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this Government or of tliat of Fort St George. The present 
is the second crisis villnn the last two years, in vhich this 
Government has tliought it necessary to assemble the army 
on the coast, for the sole purpose of checking his motions. 

The V ague and inaccurate nature of our intelligence v\ ith 
respect to the extent of his force and to the state of Ins pre- 
parations, added to the facihtj which he possesses of receiv- 
ing emissaries and succouis fiom France by Sea, have con- 
tributed to encrcase the anxiety of the Company’s Govern- 
ments , and our intercourse w ith him h.is been of an unsettled 
and ill defined chaiacter, destitute of the advantages either 
of peace oi of war. Under such ciicumstances, the continu- 
ance of Tippoo’s powei in its actual st.ite, must prove to the 
Company a peiyietual source of alarm, vexation and expense. 

The reduction of Ins means of offence might be effected, 
either by a positive diminution of Ins territor}' and lesomces, 
or by a proportionate increase of pow er and efficiencj' on our 
side of the balance^ accompanied by such additional securities 
as might enable us to ascertain at all times the nature of his 
intentions, as well as his power of carrjing them into effect, 
and to restrain, if not wholly to preclude, his intercourse with 
France. 

The diminution of his territory on the coast of Malabar, 
would certamly be the most effectual mode of precluding his 
intercourse with France, as well as of preventing his move- 
ments towards the Carnatic. But it does not appear proba- 
ble that this most desirable security can ever be obtained by 
the mere terror of our arms. It must be purchased at the 
expense and hazard of war. Any considerable reduction of 
his resources must probably be purchased at the same price. 

I have already stated the nature and tendency of those 
steps which have been taken, for confining the power of 
Tippoo withm narrower limits by the operation of the pro- 
posed system -of alliance, of subsidiary engagements, and of 
improvement of our defences in the Carnatic. 

The success of this system will unquestionably operate as 
an effectual restraint upon the power of Tippoo, and will so 
strengthen our barriers agamst him as to afford a rational ex- 
pectation, that we may be enabled to obtam ffom him with- 
out Tncurrmg the hazard of wai, a very considerable aug- 
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mentation of security ^nth reepbct to all those points, which 
now form the most alarming features of his power 

I have alrciady stated those points to be, the secresy of his 
operations, his continual iDtcrcourse with the French, and 
constant state of equipment for war 

Our demand of satisfaction for hii late mfractlon of treaty, 
should be so framed as to apply correctires to each of these 
enls , and such a demand might be fomided on principles of 
moderation and justice so clear and Indisputable, as would 
place the refusal of Tippoo in the most odious light, and m 
that event prove to all India the necessity of our resorting to 
orms^ 

We might distmctly state to Tippoo, that we entertain no 
view of encroaching upon his territory or of dmmushmg his 
resources and we might appeal to the late restoration of the 
district of Wynaad, for on unequivocal proof of this disposi- 
tion 

We might declare, thoi after a most unprovobed violation 
of treaty on his port, we do not intend to demand any cession 
of dominion or payment of money but will content ourselvefl 
with obtaining those ordinary pledges of an intention to ab- 
stain from hostibbes which all anhsed nabons in a state of 
peace, are in the estabUsbed habit of requiring reciprocaDy 
from one another, we might must on an unequivocal and 
flrml explanabon of the real nature of our relation with him 
declaring, that we will no longer submit to that ambiguous 
and anxious state, m which the alhes have been placed by 
his conduct for some years past we might signify our deter 
mined resolubon either to estabhsb with hnn a real and ef 
fectual peace, accompamed by the customary mtercourse by 
the mutual exchange of good offices and by all other secu- 
rities which mwhitAjn the contmuance of that blessmg, or to 
irage war upon bini until wo have removed the causes of our 
apprehension and danger by the entire destmetion of his 
power / 

This declaration might be made jointly by all the alhes, 
and it might be followed requmiig Tippoo to receive at 
his Court an established Ambassador from each of the aEies 
aceordlng to the practise of aB civilised nations In a state of 
peace, offering at the same time to admit Ambassadors from 
him on equal terms. 
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The force levied by hun under his offensive alliance wth 
France, having been raised for the express purpose of ag- 
gression upon the Company, can be considered in no other 
light than that of a signal of hostility, while it shall remain in 
his service. He must therefoie be required to disband it 
without delay, and to remove it from his dominions. 

The anxious desire of the French to destioythe British 
power in India, the nature of Tippoo’s acknowledged connec- 
tion with them, and the interest which they must always feel 
in instigatmg him to wai, demand the fuitliei requisition, that 
he should enter into an engagement for himself, his heirs and 
successois, to exclude the Fiench from his armies and domi- 
nions for evei. 

The advantages resulting fiom these concessions on the 
part of Tippoo, would be vei}^ considerable. 

The residence of an Ambassador at his Court, would not 
only restrain the execution of any hostile designs which he 
might hereaftei form, but would provide an authentic source 
of intelligence, from which ive might ahvays derive tmiely m- 
formation of his motions This measure might also ultimate- 
ly lead to the estabhsbment of an amicable mtercourse with 
Mysoie, for Tippoo may perhaps at length be convinced, 
that his wisest policy would be to rest satisfied with the un- 
disturbed possession of his present dominions, rather than to 
nsk the loss of what he still letains, by attemptmg to legain 
what he has lost. 

The dismission of the French corps raised at Mauritius 
would discourage other adventurers of that nation from at- 
tempting to engage m the seivice of the Sultaun, and with a 
British Ambassador on the spot, it would be difficult foi him 
to evade the engagements by which he would have bound 
himself to exclude qhe French from his armies and dommions. 

The combmed effect of these two measures would there- 
fore be, if not wholly to preclude, at least to embarrass to a 
very great degree his mtei course with our enemy. He may 
also at length peVceive that he never can hope to make any 
lastmg impression upon the Bntish power, without the aid of 
a laige French foice, and that he never can admit such a 
force into his dommions, without the utmost danger to his 
own independence 

The revival of our alliances, the appeal ance of our armies 
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m the field, and the presence of a port of the Bntuh squadron 
on the coast of Malabar, wiD probably inclme Tippoo to listen 
to requisitions of this nature. Ho will soon perceive that we 
possess ample means of nnmhlUting his military force, and 
1 trust he will also be conTinced, that wc bare no object 
in view beyond our own security, and that we ore really de- 
sirous of maintaining the relations of amity and peace with 
him, as long as he shall rest contented with his present domi- 
nions and shall relinquish his yrndietive projects agamst 
ours. 

If Tippoo should accede to the substance of the requisi 
bons which I have suggested, 1 entertom a sanguine hope, 
that with the efficiency of the tnple alliance not only restored 
hut considerably strengthened, with a large army at Hydera- 
bad, and another at Toonah, with a Resident established at 
Sermgapatam, and with the exclusion of the French from the 
dommioQS of Tippoo Sultaun, of the Kuam, and of the 
Feishwe, we may be enabled to look confidently to a long 
confannance of tranqoOlI^ m India. The growth of the 
French power m Indl^^ would no longer be a matter of ap- 
prehension, Scindiah (or whoever shall succeed to his dozm 
moos mHmdottaa} would become an uieiul auxiliary agamst 
the threateued irrupbon of Zemann Sbab ; the military 
charges on the coast of Coromandel, might then safely admit 
of redaction ; this GorernmeDt would not then be perpetually 
alarmed with rumours of Tippoo s equipments and of nn- 
pondmg mvasaons of the Carnabc. We ahould no longer 
sufifer in time of peace all the sohatude, and haxard and much 
of the expense of war and the contmuance of tranquillity 
would be ensured not more by the predominance of our 
power tb»m by the moderabou manifested in using it for the 
sole purpose of obtaining permanent security, and genuine 
peace.* 

I am, &.C. MooiOKaTON 

• The letter from tKe Oorernment of Fort St. Ooorye of tb* 10th Julf, 
1798, (referred to at page 178) la groaoded on Mr Webbe ■ memoran- 
dum of the 6th July (aee pago 73) namely that the Aladm anny wa* in- 
capable of say offendre operadona and barely adequate to the defence of 
Our own territory t It deprecated also any demoaatradon which might In- 
duce nppoo to Inrade the Caisade. The letter ii Inserted aa a note at 
page 314 
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No. XLIX. 

Thr Earl of Mornmgton to Captain Kirf.patncl 

Sir, Fort William, 14tli Augiist, 1/98 

I have leceucd j'oui private letter of the 30th ult Your 
communications relating to Colonel Kirkpatrick give megieat 
pleasure, and I am hnpp)^ to find tliat the situation m my 
famil}' which I lia\e left open for him is likely to proie ac- 
ceptable to him. 

Azim ul Omra’s reception of my propositions has affoided 
me the highest satisfaction j nor could it be expected that he 
should pledge himself to a gicater extent on the first com- 
munication of a plan embracing so many complicated inte- 
rests. 

In diiecting the Government of Fort St. George to hold 
two regiments in readiness to march at your requisition to 
Hyderabad, I desired that those regiments might be accom- 
panied by the ordinary proportion of field artilleiy, and my 
intention is, that the artillery which may be sent with those 
regiments shall be peimanently stationed with the Nizam, he 
of couise pajang the chaige attending it. If the propoition 
of artillery sent mth the detachment from Fort St, George 
should appear insufficient, Azim ul Omra will find me sin- 
cerely disposed to accommodate that point to his wishes, by 
making any addition which may be deemed requisite. 

I shall hereaftei take into consideration your obseivation 
respecting the exchange at which the pay of the Bengal 
troops serving at Hyderabad is now issued. I think it proper 
at the same time to acquaint you, that it is my intention ulti- 
mately, that the corps stationed with the Nizam shall be com- 
posed entirely of troops from the estabhshment of Fort St. 
George. 

The total mabihty of the Nizam to extiicate himself from 
the power of the Fiench party without our assistance formed 
one of the primary considerations, which induced me to pro- 
pose to him the extension of our subsidiary engagements 
The anxiety with which Azun ul Omia presses for the ar- 
rival of the additional subsidiary force from Foit St. Geoige 
as an indispensable preliminary to the destruction of the 
French party, is a sufficient confirmation of the opinions 
which I had formed of the dangerous strength of that party, 
VOL I p 



SIO 


THE EARL OF IIORMNOTON, TO 


Auguit 


and of the absolute necessity of onr inteTferenco for the pur- 
pose of restraining its ovtrbeanng influence. 

It could never have been expected by me that the Minuter 
should take any other step towards the dunusiion of Perons 
army previously to the arrival of our regiments, than that of 
dispersing tlie corps of which It Is composed, so as to pre- 
vent their forming a junction either with a view of exciting a 
commotion in his Higlinesss dommions or of retirmg mto 
the temtonei of any other power It is mdupensably ne- 
cessary indeed that the intended dismission of the French 
party should be kept secret until the filimster shall possess 
the means of attempting it with a certainty of success. Mhth 
the Old of the additional force which we have agreed to fur 
msh I should hope that be will be enabled to carry this part 
of the plan mto execution without any material difficulty 
Perhaps even a smaller Brituh force might be deemed ade- 
quate to this service j if you should be of opinion that it 
can be successfully accomplished by the Bengal troops now 
serving at Hyderabad, and a part of the addition^ force 
ordered to march thither on yonrreqmntioD (supposing that 
any unforeseen obstacle should impede the immolate march 
of the whole of the two regiments from Fort St Gleorge) you 
have my sanction to make the attempt with the smaller force 
For the reasons however stated m my letter to you of the 
S5th ultnno it is mdispensably necessary at all events that 
the Nlxam should, without delay formally bind hnnielf by a 
written engagement to my propositions respcctmg the French 
party as well as to every other prehmmary condition of the 
proposed arrangements, leaving the mode and tune of carry 
mg those arrangements mto eflect to be determmed by the 
arrival of our additional subsidiary force. 


I consider such prehmmary articles to be the basis of a 
defimtrve treaty which shall comprehend the general mterests 
of each branch of the Triple Alliance. On the signature of 
such articles you must msist, before you despatch your orders 
for the march of the additional detachment. The actual 
disbanding of Peron s corps will of course, follow the esta 
bUshment of our troops at Hyderabad. 

The nature of these measures requires great despatch the 
ordinary delays of an Asiatic Court would defeat the wliolo 
system. I nm, Ac. 

MoRxr>oTON 
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T//r Enrl nf Mormng^lon to Genera) Ilnrrts 
My Dhar Sir, Tort Wiliam, Ifith Au^ist, 179 S 

I ha\e just now rccened your express of tlie SOtli July, to 
which I return nn answer without tlclnj. 

The despatch of the ho Virginw has been delayed h} the 
sudden death of nij poor friend Captain Hunt, wlio died to 
the unspcahable giicf of all his acquaintance, on Fiiday last, 
after an illness of a few dnjs. 

The charge of the ship is entrusted to Mr. En ans, the first 
lieutenant, who will sail in the course of tw^o or three days at 
farthest, and will conicj to }ou a supply of money to the 
amount of not Ics*? than ten nor moic than fifteen lacs of 
rupees. I trust that this supply amII reach )on within fifteen 
da}s from the departure of La Vugtme. 

A part of the 33rd regiment, witli my brotlier, Colonel 
Wellesley, embarked the day before yesterday for Fort St. 
George, and the remainder is to follow to-morrow. 

If the force which I have directed to be assembled shall 
really be ready to move from the Circars towards Hydeiabnd 
before the end of August, I trust it will be in time to accom- 
plish the important objects which 1 have in contemplation 

The Marine battalion will be embarked for Masuhpatam, 
partly on board the Bombay frigate, and partly on a ship 
freighted for the purpose on the 25th of this month. 

Upon consulting with the Commander-in-Chief, we are of 
opinion that the defence of these provinces, under all the 
circumstances of the present moment, absolutely requires that 
the men of the 36th regiment should be embarked for Fort 
Wdliam immediately upon the arnval of the 33rd at Fort St. 
George, and I therefore request that the execution of this 
suggestion may not be suspended, but as I am anxious to 
afford you every possible assistance, I this day signified in 
Council my intention to authorize you to detam the 29th re- 
giment of dragoons, which must soon ariive at your Presi- 
dency from England , you will not attempt to mount the men, 
but I trust that you will find this regiment in its dismounted 
state useful for the purpose of garrison duty. 

You will consider this as a foimal authoiity for the deten- 
tion of the 29th regiment 



212 THE EABL or UORNINOTOV, TO AognBt 

I tftkc thi« opportunity of replying to Buch part* of your 
letter* of the 12th nnd 14th July o* hare not been noticed m 
my pubhc dcBpatchca. 

Tlio mode of obviating the jnconrcnience likely to an*e 
from the number of joor French priBoncr* hoB b«n antici- 
patetl b> mj proposition made through Mr Welleiley, and 
I trust you maj already hare found Borac mean* of conveying 
them to Europe. 

I do not tlunk. that the regiment of Menron would be a 
very safe gueat m Bengal if it* disposition should be what 
you apprehend ahould your apprehension provo well founded 
I would recommend it to you to devise some mean* of sending 
it to Europe 

The 20th wDl make a very safe part of the gamton of Fort 
Sl George 

Ttour letter of the 14th Jnly suggests some doubts of Tip- 
pooi participation ra the prodomation isBued m the Isle of 
France. I have hod the means of ascertaining from a variety 
of respectable evidence as well as from an eununation of 
the collateral circumstance* of the case that Tippoo was un- 
qnettionably a party to the proclamation. 

The motive* of Monsieur blalartic ere more ambignoo* 
but I am persuaded yon wdl not thmk this circumstance any 
palliation of the conduct of Tippoo 

Tippoo certainly eicpected very considerable assistance 
from the Isle of France, and he would probably have ohtamed 
it if his Ambaseadors had carried with them a sufficient trea 
sure to advance bounty money to a large number of recruit* f 
but an approhennon of the Eogliih cruiser* prevented the 
embarkation of treasure, and to this defect more than any 
other 1 * to be imputed the faOure of the whole plan. The 
•hip which conveyed to the iVraarituis the first intelligence of 
the last revolution m France and of the violence mtended 
agamst that Island did not arrive until after the departure of 
Tippoo ■ vakeels This intelligence occasioned the disturb- 
ance m the Iiland the proclamation, therefore did not ongi 
nate m any intention to qnell those disturbance* by relieving 
the Island of the rcitlQ*i spirit* concerned In them. It la an 
incontrovertible fact (on which I leave you to make your own 
comment) that no rumour or notion of a war between Tippoo 
and the Company or of a levy of men for hi* a rvic existed 
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in the I'^l.iiul of iMauntiu'' ]))eMou‘:lv to (lie nirnnl of Tij>- 
poo'*: Amha‘'‘':ulor^. ami that the proclamation issncd a few 
(lajs after their arrnal. 

I ha\e dctniletl the vholc of this argument in a minute re- 
corded in the Kocret Department, ulnch 1 "will foruard to you 
forAour prnnte peru'-al, and for that of Lord Ch\eA 

Tippoo’v letters to the Exeiutne ]>nectoryof France, so- 
liciting tlicir aid agaiu'-t the Company , ueie despatched from 
the i'llnuritins in tlie month of j\Iarcli , }OU .ire aware that the 
general cvpectalion in that Island is, that a foi cc will soon 
be sent fiom Fumcc for the jniijiosc of i educing the Island 
to cibedicnce. Such an expedition inaj easily be connected 
with the pl.in of atlording snecom to Tippoo, and I think it 
highh probable that a paitof the gieat na\al preparations 
now making in Fiance may be destined foi this rational pur- 
pose, rather than to the impracticable pioject of intading 
England, in this o])inion Sir Hugh Christian and Lord 
I\Incartney ciitiicl} coiicui with me 

Captain Malcolm’s icport of the state of Tippoo’s prcpaia- 
tions lent os no doubt on iny mind tliat the Sultan expected 
to have denied from tlie Fiench such succour as would have 
enabled him imniediatel}' to commence active operations 
against us It docs not appear to me that tlie Sultan yet 
despairs of the aid of France 

With regaid to the effect wliidi our pieparations may have 
upon Tippoo’s mind I have sufficiently expressed my opinion 
in my piivate letter to you of the IGth July. That opinion 
has been confirmed by every subsequent event , and I should 
be ashamed to hold for one hour the post which I now fill, 
if I had been so weak as to suffei any vague apprehension, of 
the possible effect of our prepaiations on the capricious tem- 
per of the Sultan, to deter me fiom taking effectual measures 
for our permanent security against liis declared designs. 

Your letter of the 6tli July enclosed a memorandum, f which 
I should not have thought deserving of my notice if you had 
not called my particular attention to it, as containing the ar- 
guments which weie likely to he urged %vith virulence by the 
opposition at home, in the event of oui being engaged in a 
war with Tippoo 


* Vide Minute of the 12th August, 1798, p 159 


f See p 72 
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Although no man acccpta with raoro gratitado any correc 
tion of his oirn opinions, I feel an mstmctirc repugnance to 
any rcmarka evidently ongmating in a sjilnt of discontent and 
faction, I therefore road m a very cursory manner the meroo* 
randum which yon had so jnitly deacnbed I leave you then 
to judge With what astonishment and concern I found the 
whole substance of that memorandnm recalled to my memory 
by your pnbhc letter of the 10th July j* to that letter my pnh- 


• The foUoiYiog I* the letter refarred ta • — 

/Ww tJie iSfcrrt D<ptrtme%t t* tk4 ^ IftrMitgiony hJJ 

Fort St. Georye, 10th July 17S8. 

We bare had the boooor to reedre your Lonlthlp • Jetto* of the SOth 
nlthno * dtrpetiQg ns to tiVe meunres, vlth the ntmoft dq^ree of expe- 
dldon, for tssembllDy the anoy onder tUs Gwen unent, at nch a sitos 
tion u we tasy Jndye most coareolent for Us marchlny ayahist Sennye- 
pattm { If rnch a measure should, hereafter be found occeasary 

UpoQ this most ffiomentons question we shall wilt, with the utmost 
soUdtode, the result of yoor Lordship s flasl deUhenuloa. Mean while. 
We to atrore yon of onr most eonOal coopentioa. Id aoy system of 
measures which yon mayjndye espedleat, to frnstnte the de^ns of the 
enemy 

With this riew we hire taken the meamres immediately neccaaary for 
aatembUog sneh part of onr troops, aa can be spared from the defence of 
osr forts, and the protection of onr dlstHetj f of this force we Inclose a 
re tur n amonntlny to 14 144 rank and file, iocladlQg fnq Laactrs and 
pioneer*. 

The Commander4D-Chlef has recommeoded Wih^ahbad, as the amt 
coDTCnleot jll&ce at which to assemble the army wUh a view either to of 
feoiire or defenslre operations i and, in compliance with his reeommend- 
atioD, we hare aecordlnyly Axed upon that sUnation, u the general ren- 
desTons of the troqps. 

We *>1*11 Usne immediate orders for proridlng a snffieleiit qtomtity of 
draft and carriage cattle for the camp equipage, and field train of this 
limy but as the equipment of a battering train, su ffi dent for the siege of 
Senngapatam must be attended with an i m med ia te very beary expence, 
we "h*!! postpone any orders for this purpose, until we ptceiTe your 
farther dlrcctloDS. 

In the mean time, we consider it our duty to suggest the Ideas to which 
the immediate performance of your order* has gl»tn rise. 

The anny which it Is possible for us to draw together is incapable of 
offensfre operatioosr and most recefre Tery large rdnforeeraents from 
Bengal before it can be In a condition to make any serious attack upon 
the Mysore country The time and extent of those supplies depend open 
your Lordship in councD but the astbtanee whkh we reqnlre in troops 
Seep SJ 
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lie dutj compelled me to return an answer which it was \cry 
painful to me to dictate. I can onl} repeat my sinccie as- 
surances already olleied to you on a similar occasion, that no 
unfavouiahle impression of} our intentions, nor abatement of 

li so great, as must neccs'^anl) fi\ the period of oar oflciisne operations 
loaicri (listnnt day , and, as the demolition of Ossoor and Bniigalorc, 
lca\c ns no object of interincdinte attach, we can lia\c no means of 
making an\ formidable impression upon 't’lppoo Snltauii, but In tlic 
siege of Ills capital itself Tins from the tircnnistancc we ha\c already 
stated, ns well as from the experience of the last war, must, incvitabh, 
be a work of time 

I\Ican while our preparations shall go on, with cicri' precaution to pre- 
xent the discoxcrj of their oiycct , vet we cannot lie siinguinc that a mat- 
ter of such necessary publicil) as the march and cfiiiijimcnt of an arm}, 
which can have no ohjccl but hostilit) against Tippoo, could escape that 
pnncc’s Mgilancc 

If, upon this discover}', he should pursue the line of polic} pointed out 
by his father, (and there is too much reason to expect, from the demoli- 
tion of Bangidorc and Ossoor, that this will be Ins future system of war- 
fare) we apprehend that an immediate invasion of the Carnatic may be 
expected , and, as Ins resources arc much more prompt tlian our owti, and 
as a great part of his army is supposed to have long been in a state of 
field equipment, we fear that his attack upon us may be expected, before 
we shall be in a condition to meet him 

Our own arraj , when equipped, ean, from its number, be only defen- 
sive, and Its operations confined to the Company’s terntones , while the 
enemy, from the rapidity of his movements, and the supenont}' of his 
cavalry, wall carrj' devastation throughout the Carnatic, until we may be 
able to fix his attention to his own dominions Meanwhile the loss of 
revenue in our central districts and the Baramabal is inevitable, while 
the ravage of the country, in the neighbourhood of this presidency, with 
the destruction of the November crop in the Barainahal, will oppose very 
senous obstacles to the equipment of our troops for the invasion of 
Mysore 

Havung made the most urgent and repeated applications to you, upon 
the state of our finances, it is unnecessary to recapitulate the subject 
here, but in the discussion of war, a matter of so much moment as 
money, cannot be omitted It is our duty therefore to apprize you, in 
the most explicit manner, that we must rely, solely and unequivocally, 
upon your Government, for supplies in specie The official statements 
wnth w'hich you have been already furnished, shew a very considerable de- 
fect in our resources compared with our expenses, for the current year , 
and any diminution of our current revenue, by the depredations of the 
enemy, must be followed by the utmost inconvenience, the discount upon 
every species of our paper leaves us to expect no assistance, upon our 
own credit, and the scarcity of money here, compels us to repeat, in the 
most uneqmvotal manner, that our means for equipping, as well as for 
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peraomJ regard and ottccm for you, suggested my annrer to 
your public letter of tbo 10th July 
I beg you wiD return my thanks to Captmn Malcolm for 
his very nblo and lotiafactory report respectmg the state of 
TJppoo Sultaun s force and preparations for war • 

I must also request you to express my gratitude to M^or 
Allan for the valuable communications wliich I have received 
from bun on the subject of the passes into the Carnatic. 

Major Bcatson has been here for some tnne I bave re- 
ceived great satisfaction fitnn his knowledge and ability, and 
I feel very much obliged to you for having afforded me the 
opportunity of forming so useful and onuable an acquaint 
once. 

I am very sorry that it will not be m my power to spare 
the Bombay frigate for the porpose mentioned to you by 
Admiral Raimcr That ship will be employed m convoying 
the troops to Masubpatam, and when that service shall have 
been accomplished, mj intenbos Is to order bar to cruise m 
company with the NontvcM off the Sand beads, for the pro- 
tection of the trade of Bengal dunng the north-east monsoon 
I shall give an early consideration to the afairs of Tanjore 
I have not yet been able to form my opuuon on that subject. 

I have the honour to be &c. 

MoEinNOTOlf 


paying the army moit depend upon the ruppUes of treasure which your 
LonUhlp in eouncU may be able to tend from BengiL 

Vie ihall do oumlres the bouonr of enclotlng for your informjUion* 
u toon as it cun be prepared a •tatemeat of the monthly expense of oar 
own army Id the field, together with a fUiement of the balance of cajh 
In our tr^ury 

Thongh we hare thought it our doty to repreaeot the dliBcaltk* In 
which we may be inrolred, by tbelmmediata execution of your Ixinhhlp a 
onlen, we beg leare to repeat onr aouraDcei of the moat hearty co- 
openttOD in anr plan which you may determine to adopt. In the pretest 
conjuncture. 

Wo hare the booour to be. 

My Lord, your Lordthlp », 

Moit obedient humble *erTmnu 
Gkoxox Habeii 
Edwaed S-tuapEOJ 
E. U FAiLonei^ 
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No LI. 

The Eai I of Mormngion to General Han is 

My Dear Sir, Fort Wilham, 19tli August, 1/98 

I have just now leceived your lettei of the 7th of August,^ 
with the extracts inclosed ,f and I am anxious to avail myself 


* See page 165 

f The following is the Minute of General Harris, referred to — 

Secret Department, Slst July, 1798 
The President la)'S before the Board a letter from Bengal, which he 
recommends may not at present be entered on the lecords, directing that 
immediate orders may be issued for assembling, with all practicable des- 
patch, two native regiments of infantry, with field pieces, each battalion 
completed to the war strength of 1,000 men, and intimating that it is 
probable this force will shortly be required for the service of the Nizam 
The President delivers in the following Minute — 

If the present order had been given after the receipt of our letter to the 
Supreme Goiernrnent of the 10th instant, there w'ould have been no cause 
to doubt what conduct we ought to pursue, because the Governor General 
in Council wotild have issued liis directions under a knowledge of the dif- 
ficulties in which we should be mvolved by the execution of his first in- 
structions for assembling the coast army, with the ultimate view of march- 
ing to Senngapatam 

In that letter w'e stated our utter inability to undertake any offensive 
operation , that our w'hole collected force w'as barely sufficient to repel 
any invasion of our own territories , and that, mthout large and imme- 
diate supplies of money, we could not put it m a state of field equipment, 
it follows, then, that by preparing and detaching so large a part of our 
army (and which it is probable will shortly be entirely withdrawn from 
our protection) as 4,000 effective native infantry, wuth their complement 
of field artillery, that a very serious reduction is made from our means of 
defence, and that the very measure which we were before scarcely in a 
condition to repel is proportionably provoked 
The question, therefore, for our consideration is, whether these conse- 
quences shall be risked bv the execution of the present order 

If I believed that the stipulated force was required only for the ordi- 
nary service of the Nizam, I would not hesitate to recommend that the 
execution of the order should be suspended until a reply was received to 
the representation which has been made to the Supreme Government of 
our difficulties , but, judging from the very pressmg private request of 
the Bail of Momington, that the detachment may be equipped with the 
utmost piomptitude and caution, that its formation is of great importance 
to the British interests in India, I should deem myself culpable if I 
thw'arted any general plan which mav have been foinied by the Supieme 
Government, by delaying, for a moment, to propose to the Boai d the mode 
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M 

of the etrhc*t opportunity to return you my most cordial 
thonkfl for the xoal ond resolution irith which you have car 
riod my suggeatioiu into eiTcct my letter of the IGth July 
will have informed you how caaential a plan to the rery exist 
enco of tlie Bntish omplro In India would hare been defeated 
if your honorable firmnesa had not overcome the fuggcftioni 
of on opposition, which would have persuaded you to violate 
the law xmder the tpedoua pretence of executing the spirit 
by disobeying the letter of the orders of the Governor General 
in CounciL This opposition I am resolved to crush I pos- 
sess Buffiaent powers to do so , and I will exert those powers 
to the extreme point of their extent rather than suffer the 
smallest parbclo of my plans for the public service to be frus- 
trated by such unworthy means. With this view my earnest 
request to yon Is, tliat you will communicate to me without 
delay the names of those who have arrogated to themselves the 
power of governing the empire committed to my charge the 
Ignorance and weakness of thu self-created govenmient have 
already appeared to you from the papers which 1 transnutted to 
you on the 16th July In addition to that information I have 
now the satisfaction to tell you that the Nisam has agreed 
unequivocally to cooperate with us in the ervent of a war with 
Tippoo and has also cordially united in all the measures 
wluch I hare proposed for the rchef of the Peiahwa. In the 
meanwhile a revolt in the army of Semdiah has so reduced 
hia power that there remains no doubt of the complete resto- 
ration of the Peishwa, and consequently of the immediate 
revival of our defensive aHiancca agamst Tippoo m (at least) 


wblch I deem most proper for the •peedymd effeetnal sceompUihment of 
the part with wMch vn sre ehaiyed. 

I tin swmre that difficultte* of great magnltod© oppose the arraugeinetit 
I ihall propoK^ but feeling that they ought to yWd to the more imme- 
diate object In view It would be toperfaooi to dwell upon them, and cul 
p*ble to ihiink from the rwpooiibUIty which may attach to oa In meeting 

TTie public and prtrate promiao of a lapply from Bengal In apeele 
Icaaena my apprehenaloDa on thia aceoantj and u I hare again In the 
moat urgent termi, preaaed the Immediate neeetalty of Ita performance 
I am confident t h^t hU Lordahlp fo Council will be tj forward to afford 
effeetnal relief to our pardeular dilScnltlea. aj we may be to manifest a 
cordial cooperation In hia pUni for the general mfety 
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their original vigour. The dismission of the French corps at 
Hyderabad will take place immediately after the ainval of 
our increased subsidiary force. I leave it to you to judge 
whether this state of the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, 
cemented by my autlioiity and power, is more likely to tempt 
Tippoo to move into the Carnatic, or to turn his eyes seri- 
ously to the danger of his own dominions. It is extremely 
necessary that you should not drnilge this information, until 
I am enabled to transmit you a more exact state of our nego- 
ciations, which I will not fail to do by the first favourable op- 
portunity. The Virginia will sail to-morrow or the next day 
inth about 13 or 14< lacs of rupees. The marine battalion 
will embark in a day or two. You may rely on my employing 
every exertion to send you a fuither supply of treasure and 
of men, if the latter should become necessary. 

I am not aware of having omitted any point of importance 
on which you appear to desire my opinion, excepting that 
part of your letter which relates to the necessity of the Coni- 
mander-in-Chief and myself visiting Fort St. George in the 
event of a war j the Coramander-in-Chief long ago expressed 
to me his intention to take the command on the coast m that 
event, and I shall not hesitate one moment (if necessity 
should require such a step) in carrying to the coast such 
power as shall soon repress the faction, which I perceive is 
already formed for the purpose of embarrassmg my Govern- 
ment. Indeed I will not wait the moment of war (which I 
trust is distant), if the spirit which has aiisen at Madras 
should appear to gam strength; the activity of that spirit will 
very soon bring me to Fort St. George 

I am, &c. Mounington. 


No. m. 

TVte Earl of Mornmgton to Colonel Wilham Palmer 

Sir, August 19th 1798 

Your letter No. 31, dated the 26th July, reached me 
yesterday. The present situation of Scmdiah, will probably 
dispose him to consider our interposition rather in the hght 
of a friendly and seasonable assistance, than in that of an 
authontative act of compulsion. 
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Under soch circumstnncea which I am persuaded yoa will 
impro\o to the utmost posBiblo' degree of advantage, I tTimlr 
it miglit be practicable to enter into details with respect to 
the precautions which become every day more necessary for 
the defence of Scindioh# dominions agamst the threatened 
invasion of Zetnaun Shah "i ou aro aware, that the injustice 
and violence of Scindiah have disgusted the Iliyabs of Jyn* 
gur and Joodipour and other Chiefs of the Riyahpoot trdje 
who would form most useful allies to Scmdiah and to the 
Company m the event of the Slrnh s approach I wish you 
to endeavour to convince Scindiah of his deep mterest in 
making such early concessions to the Rajahpoots as may 
conciliate them towards him at present I am afraid that hu 
outrages have thrown them mto the scale of then* natural 
enemy Zemaun Shah and have entirely separated them fixim 
the Mahmtla Interest, to which they are attached by every 
natural he. I enclose a paper of intelhgence respectmg Ze- 
mann Shah which appears more authentic than any which 
has hitherto reached me- By a copy which I have received 
of the Persian paper, delivei^ by Captain Knkpatnck to 
Azun ul Omra I find that Captain Kirkpatrick has departed 
very widely both from the spirit and letter of my instructions 
to him. Not having yet received from him any explanation 
of the motrves of hii conduct I cannot yet form my judgment 
upon It but it IS necessary that you should take the earhest 
precautions agamst the effect to be apprehended from two 
passage* m the Persian paper to which I have adverted- 
The first relates to Tippoo Sultaun, with whom it would be 
supposed from the tenor of that paper that war was m my 
opinion become not only mevitable but desirable. The pri- 
mary object of all my present measures is to prevent war, by 
conrincmg Tippoo on the one hand that wo are perfectly 
prepared to meet him m the field and on the other that we 
are equally ready to accept of a just and moderate satis&c- 
bon for his late infraction of treaty 

The second passage in Captain Kirtpatncl s paper from 
which I apprehend nuschief u that, which states m such 
strong terms my detennmatioii to use compulsory measures 
agamst Scindiah my instruction* on this head appear to me 
to be inJEaently mtelhgible. My wish and expectation ab 
woyt has been that measure* of condhation might cficct oil 
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From tlie tenor of that p.ijun, it woulil be *;u] 5 ])osed, (bat 
war witli 'J'jj>])oo \\n« iii nn ojniuon, become not otdv inevita- 
ble but de^iralilo 

Tlie prim.irt object of nil nn piC'^cnt mc.isiires is to pre- 
vent vv.ir, 1 )} convincing Tippoo, on the one hand, that we 
are perfectly prepared to meet him in the field , and on the 
other, that we arc eijtiall) read) to accept of a just and mo- 
derate satisf.iction foi his late infi action of treat) 

The manner in which tliat papei states my determination 
to use compulsory ineasuics against Scindiah, is veiy difleient 
from the spnit of my insti actions to Colonel Palmei My 
wish and expectation always lias been, that measures of con- 
ciliation might effect all that I icquue from Scindiah, with 



conndeniblc adrantiigo to hi* own genome intereata; and I 
hare anthoriied Colonel Palmer to resort to corapolsion m 
the last, and I trust improbable oxtremitj But from jour 
Persian paper it would be inferred, that I expected o contest 
with Sdndiah, and that I was not desirous of conciliating 
that Cluef 

You will bear these obserrntions in mind and you will en- 
deavonr to remove impressions from which I apprehend the 
most senous mischief 

"Without at present adverting to the propriety ofyonrhav 
big made ony alteration in the propositions which I directed 
you to mate to Asim nl Omra, I shall confine myself to ap- 
prising you, that I do not feel any material objection to any 
alterations which you have made in the snbitance of those 
propositions, excepting that which respect* the permanency 
of the new subsidiary engagements Such a proposition ap- 
pears to roe likely to create jealousy in the mmd of the 
Nizam, without securing any possible advantage to ua. You 
will therefore withdraw it, if it should have occasioned any 
objection 

1 do not yet think it prudent to disclose the nature of the 
demand of Mbsfacbon which I have it in contemplation to 
make from Tlppoo; and I am therefore anxious that you 
should take an early occasion of rerDonng any impression, 
which may have been made by your suggestions on that 
subject. 

You will not delay your appheabou for the force from Fort 
Sl George m consequence of any difBcuIty which may hare 
arisen respecting the aecunty for the pay of the uew subsi- 
diary force the great object is to efiect the dismission of the 
French force as speedfly as possible. 

1 am, &C. 

MoRNIHOTOIf 


No, LIV 

Ltr4 to tir £oH tf 

Mt Loan, Foit St. George, 22 Angnsl, 179f^ 

Having barely had time under the orcumstances of my 
recent ornTnl to read yonr Lordship s confidential letter* of 
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tlie 16th ultimo, to General Hariis, and of 29th^ to myself, 
I shall not now presume to enter upon the very impoi tant 

* The following’ is an extract from the letter referred to — 

Tlie Em I of Mormngton to Lord Clive. 

(Most private and confidential ) 

My Lord, Fort William, July 29th, 1/98 

Although I have not the honour of your Lordship’s personal acquaint- 
ance, I trust that my public situation and my anxiety to discliarge its 
duties in a satisfactory manner will be a sufficient apology for the liberty 
which I take in troubling you with this letter 

I learnt the intelligence of your Lordship’s appointment to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St George with very great pleasure, being convinced that 
the affairs of that Presidency require the vigorous control of a person of 
your Lordship’s rank and character, and that you will have it in your 
power (as I am persuaded it is your mclination) to render essential ser- 
vice to the interests of the Company, and to confer considerable benefits 
upon the people committed to your peculiar charge 

For the system of measures which I think it advisable to adopt in the 
present cnsis with regard to the defence of the Carnatic, and to the re- 
storation of our alliances, I refer your Lordship to mypnvate correspond- 
ence with General Hams, and to the papers accompanying my last letter 
to him 

Having frequently considered the state of the Presidency of Fort St 
George previously to ray departure from Europe, and having had the op- 
portunity of correcting, by personal observation, the opimons which I 
had formed at home, I think it my duty to lay before your Lordship, 
ivithout reserve, the final result of my deliberate judgment upon a subject 
equally interesting to yourself and to me In pursuing the vanous topics 
connected with this subject, I shall communicate my ideas to your Lord- 
ship with the same degree of confidential freedom which I should use to 
my most intimate friend, being satisfied that your Lordship will not 
suffer communications of so secret a nature to pass beyond your own 
mmd , and bemg assured that you will receive them as the most unequi- 
vocal testimony of my cordial zeal for the prospenty of your administra- 
tion, and of my disposition to afford you every assistance towards the 
maintenance of the dignity, authority, and vigour of your Government 
The Civil sen ice of the Presidency of Fort St George is unfortunately 
in a condition very far removed from perfection, and inferior in every re- 
spect to that of Bengal 

The deficiency of most of the Civil servants at Madras, m the depart- 
ments of revenue, is to be ascribed m a great measure to the sjstem so 
long preialent of admiiiistenng the revenues through provincial Chiefs 
and Councils, uhosc policy it was to confine the means of acquiring a 
knowledge of the nature of the collections ivithin the most narrow chan- 
nels, and who uere themselies almost universally under the dominion of 
tlie Native agents and servants The nffiole administration of the Rev emie 



— 1- LORD CLIVE TO AugUSt, 

topIcB they contain, but content myself for the present, with 
expressing the grateful acnie I entertain of the friendly and 

wM a icheme of mjTtery calculated to emlmrran Inquiry and to ikreen 
peculation from Juitlct. 

The prorliloQ of the commercuil luTeatment upon the coart of Coro- 
mandel has nUo been managed almott cxcludrcljr by NaUre ageati and 
cootracton ( and while their management ihall continne, it cannot be 
expected that the acrranti of the Company will become conrerBant with 
the detailj of the aereral tnanofacturea or mth the minute drcumjtincea 
which effect the quality of the different fabric* Thla de/ectlre mode of 
Bdmtnistarfng the revenue and commerce of the Componr oo the eoait 
rendered the itudy of the ian^a/jea cnaloma and lavn of the country a 
tuperflucmi If not an uaeleta, labouri tlnce a Berrant of the Company 
might reach the moat ardooua tmita, and might dlidiarge them with ti 
much credit ai hia predeceaaor* had ever enjoyed without the prerioui 
application aeceaaary for acquirinj any of those branebe* of kaowiedga 
On the other hand the Iguonnce of the Company^! dril aerranti neces- 
tarily threw them Into the hands of the natire Dobaihea whose deatne 
tire Influenee aoon produced embarraasmenu, which led to the aaenfiee 
of publle trust and duty and ultimately to the utter rnbrenion of erery 
principle of Integrity and honour To these causes must be added the 
continual opentlou of the Intrigues of the Dorhara of the Nabob of Areot 
and of the Ri|jah of Tanjora. The Junior semnts I trust, under your 
Lordship s roperintendcDee, may be eucouruged in the study of the 
na^e languagesi a knowledge of which la Indispensably necessary to 
enable them to (Charge any Important public trust with adrantage to 
thdr employers, or with boooar to themselre*. With this riew I most 
earnestly recommend It to your Lordsbfp to direct your moet vigilant 
attention to the conduct of the Junior writers from the carlleat period of 
their armnl at Madru Too many of them fall into early habits of ex 
traragance, in which ther are encouraged by the nadre Duhasbes ; and I 
declare to your Lordship my deliberate conviction, that this evil cannot 
be remedied In any other manner than by the personal exertions of the 
Gorernor himself I 

Lord Cornwallis watched over the conduct and morals of the junior 
•errants of the Company In Bengal with the anxiety and soUatnde of a 
parent/ and the beneficial effects of his laudable care are now risible in 
in every department of this Govemnient. To a person of your liOrdihip's 
dlspoaition this duty will not be Irksome. Vanons opinions have been 
ftated to me with respect to the salary of the writers j some persons seem 
to Its present amount suffiaent and that any Increase would lead to 
eitravsginee » while others am of opUdon, that It does not afford the 
mean* of maintaining the writers In a altuadon of competent aflloeoce. 

I confess that I was not able, during my condnuance at Madras to fonn 
a decided opinion npon this Important question. I therefore refer it to 
tout Lordship's judgment, being perauaded that you win concur with me 
m feeling that the source of manv of the defects In the cirfl service st 
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unreserved mannei, in which you have done me the honour 
to open your correspondence ; and with assuring your Lord- 

Bladras is to be discovered in the on^nal condition of tbe writers sent 
out from Europe, and that from the same source must be denved any 
permanent system of improvement. 

I should have observed to your Lordship, that I believe a proper public 
building for the reception of the unters upon their first arnval at Madras, 
would be a very desirable object , the buddings at present used for that 
purpose are extremely contracted, aud, as I was informed, absolutely un- 
inhabitable by any but those of the most vigorous constitution I would 
also suggest to your Lordship’s consideration, whether it might not be 
proper to increase the salaries of the present offices of hlahratta and 
Persian Translator, and to found offices of a similar description for the 
translation of thevanous languages, in which the public business is trans- 
acted in different parts of the country subject to your Presidency A 
measure of this nature would operate as a great encouragement to the 
study of the native languages upon the coast Your Lordship will per- 
ceive by the directions which I shall speeddy forward to you in Council, 
that it IS my wish to introduce, in all those countnes subject to your Go- 
vernment, which are now in a state to receive such an improvement, that 
system of permanent settlement of revenue, connected with a speedy and 
regular administration of justice, from which such essential benefits have 
been denved in Bengal I conversed very fully with all the Members of 
the Board of Revenue at Fort St George on this most interesting suliject, 
in which the prospenty and happiness of the whole people committed to 
your particular charge is deeply concerned , and I was convinced by the 
information I received from those respectable Gentlemen, that the sys- 
tem, to which I have adverted, might immediately be introduced into al- 
most every part of your Lordship’s Government mth infinite advantage, 
not only to the Native mhabitants, but to the civd service of the Com- 
pany I am aware that, at the first mstitution of the courts of justice, 
it may be very diflicult, in the present state of the civil service of Fort 
St George, to find a sufficient number of persons properly qualified for 
the several judicial offices , but, on the other hand, the institution of such 
offices will open new channels for the ambition, industry and talents of 
your civil servants The study of the manners, languages, customs, and 
laws of the natives will then become general, and the beneficial effects of 
such an additional incitement to the actiiuty of your servants will soon be 
widely extended, and will gradually produce a supply of persons equal to 
all the duties of the Company’s civil service 

Before I qmt the subject of the state of the cml service at Madras, I 
must beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the revision of your 
civil establishments, as directed in my letter in Council of this date, ad- 
dressed to the President m Council of Fort St George Every practicable 
reduction of your expenses and augmentation of your revenue will be of 
importance in the present distressed state of the finances of the Company 
in India If mv information be correct, the proposed establishment of 
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ship t])nt 1 flni cntcnng upon the important duties of my sta 
tion, with Q mind fully hupreased of the great advantage 

the courts of juttlcc will not nitimately prore any additional burthen 
upon your financct. 

Wth respect to the mDJtary cttnbIbiiDeati it Fort St, Oeorgn, I hare 
the latUcfiUon to declare to your Lordship that I do not belicre there 
exists in any part of the trorld ao army more dlstingnlihed for Its hljfi 
state of disrtplloe, or for the octirity jpUlantry and iHU of Its offleen, 
than that which will bo under your Immediate direction 

In the ranis of Colonel Llentenant-Coloneh and those stm inferior 
you will dnd many excellent offlccn. 

The defect* In your mllhary establishments which Impede the power 
of putting any considerable portion of your army in motion at a short 
notice, are considered In my letter to your Presidency of the 20th Jnly 
and In my mlnnte, recorded in the Secret Department at Fort WHlUm, 
of the same date, of which I will soon tranimlt a copy to your Lordship. 

I most earnestly entreat your early and serious attention to the nry 
alarming eondderatlons wUeh arise from the view which I hare taken of 
this important subject, Your Lordship win recearo a more foil detail of 
my sentiments on this head from Oeoenl Harris, who wilJ commonkate 
to you an mv prirate correspondenee reUting to It I must also take the 
liberty of requesting that von will allow my brother Colonel Wellesley 
(whose regiment Is now under orders for Fort St Oaorge,) to hare the 
honour of stating to your Lordship at large ay opinions with respect to 
the defence of the Gaimatic. 

Your Lordship will hare learnt prerloujly to your departure from Eu 
rope, that I was charged by the C^rt of Directors to attempt, by means 
of persuasion sad adrlce, to induce his Highness the Nabob of tbe Car 
natic to agree to the nme modlficatloD of the treaty of 1792, which had 
been proposed to him by Lord Hobart. General Harris, and Mr Lush- 
ingtoD who acted as my Interpreter will state to yonr Lordship tbe mean* 
wiJch J employed to endearour to accomplish the object of m/ ctunmls- 
ilon I in which I entirely fisDedi I was equally* unsuccessfol in my en» 
dearours to pirraH upon biM Highness to make pronsloa for the Uqulda- 
Uou of any part of his debt to the Company j 1 am persuaded that it will 
erer be wholly Impracticable to Induce his Highness the Nibob (by means 
of condllstion) to surrender the mansgenieat of any part of hi* couc&y 
into the hands of the Company f and I am mtisfled that ecicr scca* 
would be as foreign to your Lordship a (hspoaltlon as they are to mine. 
Bly fixed role daring my cootl 0 aance at Madras was, to treat the Nabob 
with the respect due to his rank, with tbe kindness due to the ancieat 
friendship between his frunfry and the Company and with the deD«cy 
demanded by hk dependent sltuatloo. At tbe aame diae I avoided all 
^mUlarity with him f and I animadverted very fuHy upon the defects of 
bis administration aiui upon the extreme Impropriety of his late condwrt 
with rekdon to the interests of the Company I nerer aDowtd Wm to 
utter any InTecthe against Lord Hobart, notwithstanding his various at 
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^hich must result from mutual confidence and co-operation, 
and -with the intention of shewing the highest defeience, and 


tempts, botli in public and pm ate, to induce me to listen to a vein of 
abuse, in ivliicli bis Higbucss is too apt to indulge himself on that sub- 
ject You will find Ills Highness’s disposition to be very fur from amiable 
or respectable , he is insincere, mean, and timid , he is how'cvcr said to 
be humane in his temper, although Lord Hobart has recorded instances, 
which impute to him the guilt of lerv great crueltj He is bv no means 
deficient m his understanding, I have met mth few men who possess 
more address, his abilities however w'cre alw a} s exhibited to me in the 
form of low cunning, artifice, and subterfuge You wall find a most Mru- 
Icnt party formed against his Highness amongst a certain dcscnption of 
the Company’s servants, civil and military, at RIadras The persons con- 
cerned in this party preserve no bounds of moderation or of decency in 
their public language concerning his Highness’s conduct and character, 
and if their opinion were sufTcred to guide the councils of the Govern- 
ment of Fort St George, there is 110 degree of public humiliation or dis- 
grace to which his Higliiiess would not be subjected, and scarcely an ex- 
cess of compulsion and nolcncc, which would not be attempted, to extort 
the surrender of his country from him I must here take the occasion of 
assuring your Lordship, that the character of those measures is wholly 
inconsistent with the acknowledged temper and disposition of Lord Ho- 
bart, whom I have know n with the utmost degree of intimacy for many 
years I shall forward to your Lordship shortly copies of the papers 
which passed between me and the Nabob, together with my observations 
upon them In the mcanw'hile, I offer it ns ray sincere advice to your 
Lordship, not to attempt any immediate negociation with his Highness 
for the surrender of his country , I found his mind in a state of great 
irritation and alarm ; and although I flatter myself that those emotions 
were in some degree abated by my intercourse with him, I can hardly ex- 
pect that he is yet inclined to give favourable attention to any proposition 
for a modification of the treaty of 1792 For my own part, notwnthstand- 
ing the anxiety of the Court of Directors upon the subject, I entertam 
very senous doubts whether the Company would gam considerably by the 
surrender of the mortgaged districts This however is a pomt, upon 
which I have not yet formed a decided opimon I must therefore entreat 
your Lordship to turn your attention to it , and as I am persuaded that 
you will consider the question ivithout passion or prejudice, and that no 
virulence of party wuU be suffered to warp your judgment, I expect to 
derive considerable advantage from receiving the honour of your opinion 

With regard to the Nabob’s debt to the Company, I think the present 
moment of general voluntary contribution might offer a favourable oppor- 
tunity for persuading his Highness to pay the whole or part of the new 
cavaliy loan j and I shall speedily forward to your Lordship a letter for 
his Highness, suggestmg the propnety of so seasonable a step in the pre- 
sent moment 

I should here observe, that his Highness expressed great anxiety to be 
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giving the moat cordial aupport to the meafurci of the 
supremo Oovcrunicnt, ^V^th great conaidomtion and esteem 

My Lord &c. 

Clive. 


■lloircd to coTTMpoDd priTStely with me, bat I deellaed the propotlbon j 
end year Lordship raiy be Mstircd that I wflt »dmlt of do other mode of 
comrooiiketloo b^trecn hta ITlghness and me than the rejaUr «‘>T«nn^ of 
year OoTcrninent 

It b rery neccittry that we should be prepared to dedde the erentasl 
qaestlon of the taccesslon to the Nabobsblp Iq the probable event of his 
Highoen s early death. Yoor Lordship will lutre the goodaesa to aseer 
tala with as mnch tccanicy as posrible, the respectlre preteaslons of 
those who might lay claim to the Alnsnnd la sech ao <weat. Upon loch 
{nformatloD aa I shall receive from yoa we may be enabled to anUdpste 
the mischiefs of a dlspated roceeatlon aod to avoid the disgrace of adopt 
lag a premature decision which wo might aAerwards be compelled to re 
Toke. Oeneral Harris will hsre communicated to yon the Erections of 
this Government with respect to the sncceaslan to the Alnsnud ofTkaJore j 
and you will hare lesunt the maoDer In which thoee directions bare bees 
executed. 1 iball be extremely andoos to ree d re the report of the com 
mission whkh Is to be appoint^ for enquiring into the real state of Tan< 
Joro. UotlU that report shall be rec el rod It wQl be impoaslbla to form a 
permanent system for the Improrement of the iotemts of the Ri^ah or of 
tbe Company in that fertile, bat harrasaed couittry I think It neccMary 
bowerer to apprise your Lordship that such Informalioo as J hare aJ 
ready been enabled to obtain upon this subject, leads me to hope tti^t the 
most advantageous amocemeDt for the interests of the Company will 
prove to bo thit, whkh would evidently roost redound to their honour 
and would place tbe character of thdr Justice on the most substantial 
foundatioiia. Tour Lordship will hsre anticipated my Idea, that the re 
storatlon of tbe srAsir coontry to Serfogee under an improved syitem of 
management, cheeked by the ■uperlntendence of the Government of Fort 
6 l O CTr g e, would prodace the most besefleial permanent eouteqaencet 
Ce both parties. It was with thlsezprcM vlewQtrt 1 suggested the poQcy 
of endeavouring to persuade Serfogee to make a temporary cession of his 
Kingdom to our nuoagemeots in order that we might provide for him 
(during our temporary powaskm ) not only such a permanent system of 
•dmlnlstradon, as should enable hi™ herea/ier to govern his peo^e with 
Justice and mildness but also such funds, is should admit of Ms making 
the necessary advances for the culdrathm of the country and of his se- 
curing the regular discharge of hit subsidy to the Company 

I cow proc^ to that part of my communication with yoor Lordship, 
whleh although the most delicate and Icrldioo*, Is perhaps the most ur 
gently demanded by my public doty and by the real Interest whkh I take 
in tbe success of your Lordship's admlnlstratkaL 

With these teotlmenis, I shall dellTer my unreserved opinion of the 
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charnctcri) of biitli persons ns I hnd nn opportunity of knowing nlMndrns, 
and I nmstobscnc that, although iny continuance at hladrns was hut 
vhort, I liad very frequent opportunities of seeing all the persons of whom 
I shall speak to your Lordship. 

Mr. "Webbe, the Secretary of the Goi eminent, appeared to me to be a 
man of talents and knowledge , his integrity I bclicie to he unblemished 
Your Lordship w dl find all the Members of tlic Board of Bci enue 
worthy of confidence , I\fr Coekburn liowcicr deserves particular notice, 
he hears the highest reputation for intcgnly, talents, and knowledge of 
the business of the country, and I found him fully answerable to his ge- 
neral character I ha\c \ cry seldom met with a more lalnable man in any 
part of the world , and 1 take the liberty of recommending him most ear- 
nestly to your Lordship’s attention, ns a person upon W'hom y'oii mayrely 
for the most accurate information, and for the soundest and most honest 
opinions, entirely exempt from any taint of passion, prejufhcc, or self- 
interest 

Mr. YHiitc IS a very desemngaud useful man , I iinderotand that he is 
not likely to remain at Madras beyond the present season, 

Mr Harrington is a gentleman of the highest character for integrity 
and diligence Your Lordship wall find him a i cry \aluable public ser- 
TOnt His brother is the ablest ofiiccr m the Court of Sudder Dewannee 
Adaulut 111 Bengal, and a person who jiosscsses just pretensions to an 
eminent station in the Judicial Department at this Presidency Mr 
Lushington, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, and Pnvate Secretary to 
General Harris, although a very' young man, ought to be particularly 
mentioned to your Lordship, as possessing very considerable talents and 
knowledge, united with an uncommon degree of discretion and prudence, 
and with a peculiar propriety' of manners He has paid great attention 
to the study of the Persian language, in which he is a considerable profi- 
cient He IS without exception the most promising young man I saw at 
Madras, and as far as I could judge from continual intercourse with him 
durmg my stay there, I behove him to possess the soundest prmciplcs of 
integnty and honour 

Mr Nathamel Kiiidersley’s character for integrity', ability', and general 
knowledge, is universally established He appeared to me to stand next 
to Mr Coekburn in point of consideration at Fort St George. He has 
however lately adopted the business of agency and pnvate trade, and 
therefore has relinqmshed to a certam degree the semce of the Company, 
and has relaxed that minute attention to the details of business, which 
you will find to be the peculiar characteristic of Mr Coekburn 
Colonel Close, the Adjutant-General, is a very able and intelligent man, 
and is perfeetly eonversant with the Persian language He is reputed to 
be of a vehement and ardent temper, and inclined to promote measures 
of that character , but I saw no symptom of any such disposition in him 
The reputation of his integrity is unblemished 

Captain Malcolm, the Town hlajor, deserves every degree of counte- 
nance and protection He is an officer of great w'orth, of extremely good 
sense, and w'ell acquainted with the country languages , he has turned his 
attention particularly to the study of the political system of India, and to 
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the relath-e lihutiooi and iDtemta of tbe lereral natlrt potren{ on tlib 
inbjcct hoUcnpable of fornUhloff four LordiUp with Ttttfalinfonnalloni 
tad jvQ vrill find him remarkably dOi^t, aetlre, and xeaicmi in the exe< 
ctrtlon of any aerrlco trlth Trhlch yon may entnut him. He haa aUo the 
adraotaj:^ of reiy pleoibi^ and amlabie manneri. 

In thii place I take the liberty of mentloninf to yonr Lordahip the 
name of Captain ATont^omcry who commasdi your b^y ifoard / Im Ii a 
rery worthy and Intelliffent man 

Mi^or Allan wu a partlealar friend of Lord Hobart, and 1 beUere him 
to be an Intelligent and bonoimible man. 

The ndmlnlatration of the Company*! Jagblre, tmder Mr Lionel Place, 
haa been a anbject of great animosity and party at Fort St. George. Yoor 
Lordihip a notice will, of come, be immediately directed to It. 21r Hace 
(whom I £d not see at Madm) aa I am informed, U a man of contklaa* 
ble talenta, and of great dUlgenco and zeal in the pnbllc aerrice. He cer 
talnly haa been engaged in a moat InricOooi ami difficult duty in the 
exec^on of which he has eoermntered with great aplnt and peraenzance 
the combined infiaence of all the Dnbaabea of Madraa, and baa ancc e eded 
in ejecting a conilderable angmentation of the prodnee of the Jagbtre. 
On the other hand I thonld apprize yonr Lordship that repeated com- 
plaints were stated to me of his ngorona treatment of the rantem and 
cnitiratora of the aoQ subject to bis authority t and doubts Treretsaggetted 
with respect to the Jastiee of hla aetUemant of the land irreDoe. 

I had not sufficient dae at Madras to enable me to enter into the in- 
restigatloa of the charges against Mr Place i and my Intention in what 
I hare said npoo this subject is menly to draw your Lordship a nodee to 
It. The general Impretdoa npon my mind is, that the int^netkiD of 
tbe Moc ur r er y syttem of land rerenae wooid be more deairahle, as well 
as more speedily pracdctble In the Jagblre; than in any other part of the 
CJompany’i territori* on the coast. Haring troubled your Lordship with 
•o much detail iqKm the subject of the internal {Jorernmeait of Fort St. 
George, I proceed to state some conuderadoni with regard to the 
nature of the rd^on between that Oorenunent and the GorernorGenaal 
m CJonncfl of BengtL Your Lordship b, I doubt not, perfectly conrer 
■ant with the prorldoos of the law on this point j I shall therefore adrert 
merely to the practical principles resulthig from those prorlslons | and I 
am anri fiaa to jdj sentimcDts to jonT Lordship upon this head in 

the rariieat period of your Goremmeat, not only because tbe greatest i»- 
conreniencea hare resulted to the public sarrice from misunderstandings 
of the ifiitlnet practical dntiei of the two Gorernments, but because I 
know that a faction errtsts at Madras, whose constant endearour has been 
and wHI be auldaoutly employed to fument those mlmnderstandlngs into 
a systematic spirit of Jealousy and eootestion. 

All measures relating to the general defence and protection of India, 
to the system of our alliances, and of our negodations or Intercourse 
with thenatire powers, totheleryingwsfforniikiiigpeace, to tbe general 
•dmlnlstration of the revenues of all the Presidencies, to tbe employment 
of the military force, and finally to ereiy point sfleetli^ tbe gtnerd I> 
teresU whether dril millUry or politi^ of the Company's possessJoni 
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form tte exclusive duties arising out of the superintending power of the 
Governor General m Council For all measures of this description, he 
alone is responsible , and therefore the duty of the other Presidencies, 
mth regard to such measures, consists m a coidial cooperation in the 
execution of that, which it is the peculiar province of the Governor Ge- 
neral m Council to determine The Governor General being in posses- 
sion of the whole superintendence and control, as well as of the means 
of comprehendmg in one view the entire state of the Company’s empire 
and trade, and of all the vanous considerations and circumstances which 
may affect either, must frequently issue mstructions, the fundamental 
pnnciples and final scope of which cannot at first sight be fully under- 
stood by the other Presidencies in such cases (as well indeed as in 
any of those already desenbed), I am persuaded that your Lordship will 
concur with me in thinking that the duty of the other Presidencies can 
never be to mix direct or induect censures with their formal obedience 
to the legal authonty of the Governor-General m Council StiU less can 
it be their duty, to anticipate his decisions by the premature interpo- 
sition of their opinions and advice in any quarter, where such interfer- 
ence may counteract the success of his general plans, and may introduce 
all the mischiefs and confusion of divided councils, and of conflicting 
authority The examination of the records of the late Government of Fort 
St George, will manifest to your Lordship a constant tendency towards 
this fatal error , and even since my arrival in Bengal, I have found it 
necessary to restrain the symptoms of the same disposition in two in- 
stances , the one a letter written to Admiral Ramier, without any previous 
concert mth me, suggesting a plan of operations for his Majesty’s 
squadron entirely incompatible with my views for the general protection 
of our possessions The other, a letter to me m Council, contaming both 
direct and mdirect censures of the orders which I have lately issued for 
assembling the army on the coast , a measure indispensably necessary, 
and founded on a variety of reasons, of which the Government of Fort 
St George could not at that time comprehend either the nature or 
extent 

Undei your Lordship’s admimstration, I am confident that no such 
embarrassment can ever occur With the same freedom which I have 
used throughout this letter, I ivill state to you distinctly the mode m 
which I propose to conduct the intercourse between the two Govern- 
ments, with a view to secure their coidial cooperation, and to preclude 
the possibihty of distraction Every endeavour shall be used on my 
part to communicate to your Lordship the fullest and earliest intelligence 
of the nature and object of any measure which I may have in contempla- 
tion, either with relation to your particular Government, or to the general 
interests of the whole Bntish Empire in India These communications 
will be made to your Lordship through the channel of my private corres- 
pondence On the other hand, I make it my earnest request to y our 
Lordship, that whenever any such communication shall be delayed, you 
u ill attribute the dclav either to the absolute necessity of the case, or to 
111) news of the public sen ice, and that )ou will therefore have the 



233 


TUB EAIIL or JIORKINOTON, TO 


Anguft 


foodneu to prcrent the Govenuntiit of Fort St Geor^ froro pn>«edliiy 
to take osjr itept upon mitten bdongiag to my ezcloiiTe retponafl/flltj 
wltboat a foil prerioui commtmkitioD with me, and without bels^ ip* 
prUed of my concurrence. In jronr Lordihlp • printo correipondeiice, I 
tnut that joar Lonbhip will permit me to hope for the idruta^ of yofir 
onrcterred opinion not only with mpect to all mitten within jour own 
pccnlkr charge bat to anj point which jtm maj think etientlil to the 
general Intcreita of the fiiitlih Bmpln In India ; and 1 aunre jonr Lord- 
ablp moat ilacerelj that I ahaQ alwnja reedre jonrpnrate suggatiom 
u peraonal faronn. In regulating jonr public corrapondence, I reqnect 
that joor I^ordihlp will adren to the fuggettlcma contained in this letter 
and that joa win exclnde from the pnbllc recorda ererj Indication of 
JealoToj a^ eoimteractlon. On mj part jtm wQl alwaji 6Qd a sincere 
dUpodtlon In ererj tranaacdoo both pnbllc and piirite, to comlder jocr 
Lordship a anthoritj aa a port of mj own and to repel ereij attempt to 
dlannlte the two Gorernmenta. 

Bj these meani I datter mjtelf that I maj be enabled to contribute 
edectnal Mtlatance to jour Lordahlp In promoting those Important In- 
tereita. In the proaperitj of wfaldi joo moat feel a natural and hereditarj 
concern. It wonld gire me great aatta^actlon to bare the honoor of a per 
aonal Inteniewwith JOO In t^ earijperiod of jonr gomrunenti inch an 
erent would greatlj contribute to forward tlm pnbllc aerrice. Ferhapa 
jonr Lordahlp maj feel a dlapoaltion to rialt Haaaej doling the approach 
lag cold aeaaon In Bengal f If jon ahoold £nd jonnelf at lelmre to make 
tnch an expedidos I am aatnre jonr Lordahlp that jon will be recehed 
here by the whole aettlemeat end bjmjael/with the marka of dlatloctioo 
and respect to which jon are on eretj acconnt entitled and that joa will 
And In the mind of ^ tho^ entraated with the admlnlatratlnn of these 
opulent and floniiahingprorinces agrateful remembraneeof the exertlona 
to which the Companj la indebted for thla raloahle poaaearion, 

Thla letter hta beu copied from tnj original draft hr mj brother * 
who ia mj prirate lecretirj I would uot entruat a paper of ao rood' 
dendal and secret a nature to aoj other baD(L 

I hare the honour to be, with great respect and esteem. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship*! moat obedient and faithful Seirant, 

Moanuforojr 


Mr Henry WeDeilej 
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frr J7’’rl cf fo (he I/ononrjhfi tht Co irt of JYireclorc 

IloN. fSlKs, Tort illiniti, 2,1(1 A uiriivt, 

I base (lie honour to inrorm )ou, that 1 ha\c nthlrc‘5‘=c(l to 
Mr. Secrotnrv Kain'«e> In thi*- tlc'ipatoh, for the ii‘,c ofjom 
llonour.ihlc Court, vo\or,il ]irinlotl copies oftlic jirocccihngh 
of a meeting of the IJritjvh inliahitant^ at Calcutta, n‘-benil)lcd 
on tltc ITthJnh, for llir ])urpoM‘ of c\prc‘'sing, m an humble 
.uul dutiful addrc'-s to his Majcst\, theii hnalu and attach- 
ment to his ro\al pcr<-on and iTo\ermucnt at this important 
cri‘-is, and aho of consuleruig the best mode of promoting 
\t>hiul.ir\ contributions in those pio\iuccs and their depen- 
dencies, and of remitting the same to Great Britain, in ordei 
that the amount thereof m.i} be there applied to the public 
serMPC, in such manner as Parliament may direct ^ 

In addition to the meeting nhich has taken place at 
Calcutta, I ha^c the satisfaction to acquaint joui Honourable 
Court, that a similar spirit has manifested itself in c\cry part 
of these proMnccs, not onh amongst his a\Ia]csly’s troops 
and c\cr 3 description of jour end and imhtaiy servants, but 
amongst all the Europeans residing nndei the piotcction of 
the Company. 

Sescral of the most rcspcclahle natnc inhabitants of 
Calcutta ha%ing signified an earnest desne to take this op- 
portunity of proving their attachment to the mteiests of the 
British empire, I did not opjiose the public expiession of 
sentiments so honourable to the reputation of youi Govern- 
ments in India. At the same time I think it necessary to 
assure you that the subscription of the natives originated in 
their own spontaneous solicitude for the safety of the British 


• Among the sums subscribed on this occasion at and above 1,000/ 
Sir R Chambers, Mr J Hare, Mr W. A Brooke, Sir J. Craig, hlajor G 
R Stuart, 1000/ each. Sir Charles Cockerell, Mr P Speke, hir W John- 
son (for W Coivper), Mr Stephen Bayard, 1000/ annually during the 
war, Sarkis Johannes, 1,200/, Corps of Engineers, 1,260/ annually 
during the war, Lieut -General Sir A Clarke, 2,000/ and the Governor 
General 3,000/ annually during the war Subscriptions from 500/ up- 
wards were very numerous from Natives us well as Europeans , the total 
amount being 130,786/ The Presidencies of Madras and Bombay exhi- 
bited a similar spirit of noble and patriotic feeling 
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empire, and waa not suggeated by any interference of your 
eerronts. 

Being persnaded that you would feel great aatiafaction in 
receiving thctc unequivocal tcatunomef of the loyalty and 
public spirit of every clnsa and description of the inhabitants 
of these provinces, I thought it my duty to avail myself of the 
earhcit opportunity of forwarding an account of the whole 
transaction m tho most convenient form* It is my mtention 
to transmit the ongmal address to His Mojesty by the ship 
Eurydie^, which will ho despatched m a few days. By that 
opporhmity I propose to submit to your Honourable Court a 
more detaded report of oH tb© circumstances relating to tho 
subject of this letter 

Your Honourable Court will probably hare recetred from 
Fort 8 l George, and from Bombay, accounts of the proceed 
mgs relative to a voluntary contribution at those Presidenaes, 
at both of which it has given me great pleasure to observe 
tho prevalence of the tome laudable ditpoabon which exists 
m ev e r y part of these Provinces. 

I have &C. 

Mobkikgton 


No. LVL 

^ f^rl St Gt»r^ 

Fort Wuiani 29th Aofust, 1798. 

We have received your letter of the Srd mstant, m reply 
to our orders of the ISth ultimo,* for assembling a detachment 
of four thousand men for the semee of the Nuam. 

Oar Secretary has also laid before us your Secretary • let- 


• TTi® foDoirinj !■ the order fironi the Gorcmor-Otncrsl In Conndl • 
th* G^ftrnmni ^ St Ge*rgt 

FoftWHIlain ISthJnljr 1798. 

We think it proper to tcqoslnt jOQ that we deem h probable that a 
mUItary force will ihortly be rwpili^ from yonr wtibliibment for the 
ufvice of the NInm In eddldon to the Bengal regiment now ctstloned 
■t Hydoibsd. 

Yon will secordinglf giro Im mediate orden for auembllng with sH 
practicable detpatch. two natfro r^tmeoti of Inf^try with Held plecet, 
each battalion completed to the war estabUihment of 1 000 men 

Wo must parricolarly reqneit that an able and eiperienced ofBeer msr 
be selected for the command of this forte- 
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ter to Inm of the same date, enclosing a copy of a minute 
from }Our President on the subject of tliat dctacluiient. 

The zeal and public spirit which distinguish the sentiments 
of your Piesident, in expressing his anxiety for the speedy 
execution of our orders, demand our warmest acknowledge- 
ments. 


Tlic force should be collected in whatcicr station m the Company’s 
tcrntoncs }ou may deem most eligible for enabling it to reach Hyderabad 
w ith all possible expedition 

It IS at the same time dcsiralilc that the station to be selected for 
assembling the troops should be such ns, consistently with the considera- 
tion stated in the preceding paragraph, inav be least lihelv to excite any 
suspicion of their destination 

■\Ve haie empoucred tlie Acting Resident at Hiderabad to call for this 
force wheneier he may ludge it expedient, and von will instruct the 
ofiicer who may be appointed to command it, to hold it in constant readi- 
ness to march to Hyderabad at the requisition of the Acting Resident 
signified to the Commanding Ofiicer 
On the arnial of the detnehmont in his Highness’s temtories, Lieut - 
Colonel Hnidman wall place himself under the orders of the Commanding 
OlEcer, who mil, of course, be a senior officer to Colonel Hyndman 
The Commanding Ofiicer is to be instructed to conform to all such 
further directions as he may rccenc from the Acting Resident, as soon as 
the troops shaU have entered his Highness’s tcrntoncs 
It is of the greatest importance that the object of collecting this force 
should not transpire, YOU mil therefore take such precautions for this 
purpose as you may judge adiisable 
In the event of the two regiments being called for by the Acting Resi- 
dent, we authonze you to take immediate steps for raising two additional 
native regiments of infantry at your Presidency Should you have reason 
to apprehend any difiiculty in furnishing a suffacient force for the per- 
formance of the local military duties m the northern Circars dunng the 
interval of time which must elapse previously to the completion of the 
new regiments, you will appnze us of your opinions in this respect, and 
if you should express a msh for an additional mibtary force, we propose 
to despatch our marine battalion by sea to the northern Circars you ivill 
inform us at what port, in such case, the corps could most conveniently 
be landed It is likewise our intention to embark his Majesty’s 33d regi- 
ment for your Presidency, and we direct that you take the earliest oppor- 
tumty after its arrival of sendmg the men of the 36th regiment to Bengal 
to be drafted mto the 76th It is our mtention to communicate to you, 
by an early opportunity, the circumstances which have induced us to issue 
the orders contained in this despatch 

We are, &c 

Mokninoton Ai/Uhed Clarke 

P Speke W Cowper 


dcbbcrntiona terminated in the noccarary steps for assembling 
the force whicli wo bad dhrocted you to detneb to tbc nortbem 
Circars, as any delay m tbc execution of our orders nngbt 
bavo occasioned consequences injurious to the Bntuh interests 
in India, 

Wc are, bowovor, concerned to rcmarL. the terms in 
which you bare expressed your letter of the 3d instant, and 
particularly the 5tb paragraph* In our letter of the lOtb 

Tba following ]| the letter j-— 
fromiJifSccrtiJ}(p€7imfMttfitA*S4aio/SftrnJMffttn AP 
Mi Lord Fort 8t. George, 3ni Adgiut, 1793 

0 here the lioDoor to icVjKnrledge the reedpt of your letter dited 
Idth nit. coottinlag yoor orders for ftnembUBg^ 000 meo loruchs 
dtiution u we may Judge most coaienleot for thdr marchlag to Ilyder 
abed, upoo the reqoUItkia of the Acting Resident. 

If the repretentotJOQ whkh rro hare judged It oar doty to mthe. Is our 
letter of the KHh ulu, upon the state of ourmeeiu for militaiy equipment, 
could here come under your Lordahlp** cooxlderstloD before the ime of 
the present orders vre thould here reHercd from a very cotulderable 
di^rec of embarruttmeot, which cannot ootr but attend oar complUnce 
with your dlreedoai. 

By your Lordihlp i letter of the 90th Jane, we are directed to aaonble 
the army under tbk Preddeney with a ilew to offendieopendona against 
TlppooSoltaoni In oar reply to that letter we hare shewn that the whole 
force we caa assemble b berely eqoal to defendre opentbns, in the 
eient of a war with TlpjKM ( and that we are destitute of menoi for equip- 
ping It, without large suppUea IVom BeugiL 

By your Lordship s present orders, we are directed to assemble a body 
of 4 000 men in the Gontoor Clrcar which we bare not the means of 
doing without detaching a rery coudderafale proportiou of our defendre 
army 

On the one hand we bare your Lordship's poddre orders forasianbllog 
an army for defeating the hostile dedgns of Uppoo for the eaccution of 
which be appears to the Supreme OoYeniment to have taken preliminary 
measures j on the other we have also your Lordship s potitire orders for 
fumbhing a large proportion of our force for the service of hb Hlgbneas 
the Nlxam As your Lordship ■ last orders do not advert to the object 
of the first, we conclude you look upon them as distinct objects j but, 
being committed to the first by the designs of the enemy as well as our 
own preparations, we are redact to the necessity either of crippling those 
preparations, which cannot be done without considerable danger or of 
disobeying yourpodtive ordera, and therebydefeating perhaps your object 
in equipping a detachment for Hyderabad. 

If wo bcllcred that this force was required only for the ordinary aerrice 
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instant, we have alieady declared our determination to exclude 
from the correspondence between the two Governments all 

of the Nizam, we should not have hesitated to postpone the execution of 
^ our orders until you should have determined upon our representation 
of the 10th ultimo , hut hanng reason to helieve, from the urgency ivith 
which our President informs us, that Lord Momington has pressed the 
equipment of this detachment, that the formation of it is of great im- 
jiortance to the British interests in India, and being satisfied, at the same 
time, upon the opinion of Lieutenant General Hams, that our remaining 
force IS still equal to cope w’lth the army of Tippoo in the field, w'e ha\e 
chosen to risk the diminution of that force, rather than disappoint your 
Lordship’s arrangements of the Soubah’s Court 
We have accordinglv issued the necessary orders for assembling four 
battalions of native infantrv completely equipped for field service, in the 
neighbourhood of Innacoondah in the Giintoor Circar, which situation 
we have selected as most suited to the directions of your Lordship in 
Council, and as soon as it may he in a condition to move, we shall issue 
the further orders requisite for the object of its destination 
Hanng tlius complied ivith the orders of your Lordslup in Council, we 
deem it our duty to appnze you that the arrangements which have in 
consequence become neccssar)’’, have deprived us of three battalions of 
native infantrv which w'c h.id destined for field semce, in event of war 
W’lth Tippoo Siiltaun , and which W'c have not the immediate means of 
replacing , w e shall hereafter forward an exact return of the troops which 
are about to assemble at Wullajabad, for the formation of our defensive 
army, as soon as it can be prepared 

Ha\ung repeatedly and unequivocally urged upon your Lordslup’s con- 
sideration our financial embarrassments, we shall not now revive the sub- 
ject farther than by informing you that the w’holc of our present arrange- 
ment has been made upon the confident assurance of a very large supply 
of specie by his Majesty’s ship La Vxrgime in the course of this month , 
and that any disappointment of those hopes must put a stop, if not to the 
military pay of our troops, at least to every exertion for their equipment 
Having detached so considerable a part of our army, we have judged it 
necessary to the safety of these temtones, that the remainder should in- 
stantly he put in a state to take the field at a moment’s ivarning, we have 
therefore issued the orders necessary for providing draft and carnage 
cattle for the 'field train, for the provisions, for the stores, and for the 
camp equipage of the centre army , and though it is not our immediate 
intention to encamp them, we shall yet make such a disposition as to ad- 
mit of their junction without danger or delay 

These several measures have considerably enhanced the expenses of our 
military establishment , we have, m consequence, stopped all further ad- 
vances for the investment, and have ordeied the greatest part of our civil 
revenue and commercial establishments to be discharged by bills on 
Bengal 

We shall hereafter avail ourselves of the latitude you have left us for 
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diflcutsiona of the troturc contained in that paragraph, and 
%ro tmit tlmt our luggctbont on this tabjcct will bo obierred 
in your future correspondence with us 

Wo havo now to ocqtuunt you that we haro embarked for 
your Presidency on his Majesty s ships io Virginic the sum 
of thirteen Iocs of mpeesj and it is our intention to send you 
a further supply m ipeae of not less than seven lacs by the 
Bomlfti/ Frtgaie 

His Migestys 33rd regiment has been embarked in the 
rUewilUatHf Butlndge Onnden and Henry Dvndtu 

Our marine battohon will embark for Masulipotam on the 
Bojnhay Frigate, the P^ggy and Princess Charlotte country 
ships; wo have liirther resolved to send yon a detachment of 
artillery consisting of odo company of Europeans, and two 
companies of Lascars, with six field pieces This detach- 
ment will be embarked on the Caledonia, and will also be 
landed at Masubpataim 

The ships with the marme battahon and the detachment of 
artillery wiD we trust, be clear of the nver by the 1st of next 
month 


rslslag two tdditioDsl reglmenti od the nlahlbliiDeDt j metxorfalle we 
bare ordered our rereaae corpi In the sortbeni Clmr to be completed 
to 600 men each i and we beg' ieare to ■pprixe yoa tbtl. If h tboold here 
after be Jodged adnsdile to »end roond your nuHne battalion, it will be 
most conrenlent to of that they should be landed at ManlJpatam 

In the present dmimttances of our army we think it oar daty to state. 
In the most eiplidt manner that we coaJd not part with his AIaJesty*s 
36tli regiment witbemt the most posWre fad®7 ta tli® pahlle serrlcc. 
Hla Mslecty'i 12tb and 33d reglmeats, and 25th dragoons, being new re. 
gimenti and annsed to the rUmato, cannot be expected to escape the 
Inrariable condition of all new lenes upon tiking the field { the expe- 
rience, therefore, of the officers with the hardiness and discipline of the 
men of the d6th regiment, are now become Inestimable, and we hare no 
heshation m saying that under the appearance of Imp^nifing hostility 
the lots of that gallant and efficient eoips cannot be replaced. 

Agreeably to the Intimation coot^ed in onr letter of the 1 0th July 
we hare now the honour to encloae a statement of the monthly expense 
of oar centre army and of the balance of cash this day in onr Treasury 
Tour Lordship will olwerre that the expenses of the army at WsHaJtbad 
are calculated upon the returns transmitted to yon on the iOth ulL 
We hire tbe bononr to be, my Ixird 
Tour Lordship’s most obedient humble Serrants, 

Oao Uasaia. 

Enwn. SsinmiBs 
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We entirely appiove of youi having determined to put 
your araiy m a state to take the field at a moment’s warnmg, 
and of youi making such a disposition of the seveial corps as 
will enable them to form a junction without danger or delay 

We also approve of the temporaiy suspension of your ad- 
vances foi youi investment, of the provision which you have 
made for discharging a part of youi civil revenue and com- 
mercial estabhshments by bills on Bengal, and of the orders 
which you have given for completing youi levenue coips in 
the northern Circars to the establishment of 600 men. 

We thmk it indispensably necessary to desire that the men 
of the 36th legiment may be sent to Bengal, agieeably to oui 
foiTiier directions, by the first opportunity which may offer 
after the arrival of the 33d at Fort St. George, and that the 
other directions given respectmg the remamder of the 36th, 
may be complied with. 

We are perfectly sensible of the long and gallant services 
of the 36th , regiment, but advertmg to the period of the 
ai rival in India of the 12th and the 33d regiments, and to the ■* 
services on which they have been repeatedly employed in 
various parts of the world, with credit to themselves and 
benefit to their country, we are of opinion that those corps 
cannot justly be considered as new levies unused to the cli- 
mate of India 

In order, however, to afford you every practicable degree 
of assistance in the present moment, we authorize you to de- 
tam his Majesty’s 29th regiment of dragoons on its arrival at 
Fort St. George, if you should deem its services absolutely 
necessary. This regiment may be employed on garrison duty, 
and will enable you to add the greater part of the European 
legiment now in garrison to your force m the field. 

We have the honour to be, dec. 


[The letter of the 10th August, with the Enclosures refeiTed 

to, IS as follows — 
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Fnm tie Gora-ftor Genenl i» Conacil U tkt Hon. Lient Genrrtl Htrrii 
GtTfTMor In CtMcil fhri Si Gforgt 
Hon Sir^ Fort W illUm 1 Oth Aaput, 1 79S 

Wc have had the honor to receive your letter of tho JOth 
July, in oneiTcr to outb of tho 20th June,* 

Wc approve tho oifftmincea which you have exprctaed of 
your dispoeition to cooperate cordially with ns in such mea 
•urci OS we may judge expedient for frustrating the designs 
of the enemy, and we have no doubt that you will discharge 


• The following ii the letter of the 20th June t — 

From tie Governor Gtnertl In Oonnefl to tie Hon ZJntf Generol Horrii 
Governor in Couneil Si George 

Hox Sim, Fort Wmiun, June 20 ITSi’ 

The Qovemor Oeoend haring commoolcated to di an antheodcated 
eopy of a proclamadon, pnhLUhed bj the Ooremor of MaoriHu daring 
the reddeoce of two Aabamdon fWiQ 'nppoo ^oltana at that Ulaad 
we now transmit 70 a a cop/ of the same. 

From this prodamation, eombtoed whh er er y drcrnnitanct attending 
Ita publicadon U tppetn that Tippoo Soltaon has not onij openlf avowed 
a d^Ign of commencing offenshe war Against the Bndah posae^oni in 
India, but has actually taken the prellmloary steps for putting that design 
into exectitiom 

He Oorernor Qeneral la Council Is at present occopled in deliberating 
npon the general lystem of measores which it nay be adrlsable to adopt 
for the purpose of frustrating the oolted efforts of llppoo and of France, 
the resT^ be communicated to you by the earliest opportunity 
In the meanwhile, howerer it is a reqoliite precaution to make such 
teuonable preparations as may enable us to act with effect under any 
drcnmitances which may arise. 

We therefore direct that the army under the orden of your Goyaro- 
ment be assembled with the utmost degree of expedidon at such stadon 
os you shall judge most eligible for the purpose of proceeding directly to 
Seringapetam if such a measure tboold hereafter be deemed necessary 
You win be careful not to disclose the object of the preparations which 
we have hereby directed you to make, until you shall rec^re further In 
stmetioiis from us. 

It Is our intendon to forward a supply In specie to Fort Sl George by 
Hli MAjesty** *bip Lo Frrgtnie as soon as that ship shall be ready to sal 
We hare the honour to be, Ac. 

Mobxihotox a CLinat 

P Speke 'V Cowteh. 
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•with ‘ilacrit}^ nnd zcnl, this indispensable part of your public 
duty. 

In our letter of the 20th July/ vre liaAc adveited to those 
causes Inch impede the mo^cment of your army in a con- 

* The follomng js the Minute nnd Letter of the 20th July, ]/08 — 

^ ft It (tie of the Earl of Monti ugt on 

Fort Willmm, .July 20. 1/98 

■\\Tcn the proclnmntion puhlishcd h\ the Go\crnor of Mauritius made 
its first appenmnee m Benpl, I thought it nn dutj to apprise tlie Go- 
rernor of Fort St. George, that if that cxtraordinnr)' pulihonlion should 
prove authentic, it must lend to di<;cusMoiis of a serious nature between 
this Government, nnd Tippoo Sultaun , nnd I suggested the necessity of 
tnhing the earliest preparaton steps towards the assembly of the army 
upon the coast 

Wien the aiithcnticitv of the proclamation became established, I 
thought It my duty not onh to direct the assembly of the army, but to 
ascertain hou soon that force might be enabled to move, either for the 
purposes of offence or defence 

Wtli this lieu, I transmitted several questions to the Governor of Fort 
St. George, upon which I desired to obtain his opinion, ns well as that ' 
of the principal militarj' authorities upon the coast, nnd I requested that 
an officer of cxpcncnce and abilityj might be despatched to this Presi- 
dency with the answers to my several questions, and with such further 
information, ns might tend to throw light upon the subject 

The Governor of Fort St George, vvnthout delay, returned the answer 
to mv questions by the Bombay fngate, and an officer was directed to ac- 
company the despatch, but he was prcv'cntcd by nn accident, from em- 
barking on that ship 

The substance of the communications received from the Gov'crnor of 
Fort St George, is of a nature so important, and alarming, that I have 
felt it my indispensable duty to lay it immediately before the board 

From these communications, it appears to be the opinion of the Adju- 
tant General, Lieutenant Colonel Close, that the force which could be 
assembled immediately upon the coast, could not be equal to more than 
defensive operations, and that the cattle necessary to enable that force to 
mov'e, even for purposes of defence, could not be collected before the 
commencement of the ensuing year 

The opinions of the Governor of Fort St George, and of other respect- 
able authorities at that Presidency, differ materially from that of Colonel 
Close, in stating, that sufficient cattle might be procured to enable the 
army to move for defensive purposes, within three months 

Thus it appears, that the shortest period of time within which tlie army 
on the coast can be put in motion, even for purposes of defence, is three 
months, according to some respectable authorities, and six months accord- 
ing to that of the Adjutant General , whose official situation, must render 
him peculiarly competent to form .i judgment on the question 

VOL I B. 
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jimcturo, ^licn, according to your information, a groat part 
of tho army of Tippoo Snltnun liaa long been m a aUte of 
equipment fbr tl»o fields We expect to revive from you, with 

It b Imponlble for tnj hamas forcai^lit to ucertaLa the prcdie tlmr 
when tn attack from Tlfpoo may be expected. 

But it ii a matter of pnblio notoriety that be will attack the Camatir 
whencTcr drcnmatancea ahall appear to faronr hla deal^n. 

If in conaeipience ofhii alCaBee with the French he had rec el fed the 
eld of one or two rej^lmenti either from the filanriUoa or from France, 
there la erery reason to roppote, that he weald Imme^Qately hare attempt 
ed an irmptlon Into the Caniatie, with the whole str e n gth of his re^pilar 
earalry which altbongh diminished b stlH considerable 

To thb force would probably bare been added nnmeroni bodies of Irre- 
gular troopa 

The peculiar rfiaracter of thb force has alwayi been the npldlty of Its 
morementa ; and It b wdl known that a large portion of Tlppoo^a army 
h conatantly maintained in a state of preparation for the Add. 

To counteract sach an enemy and to arert the derastatloD which moat 
attend the Qrst Inroad of hb army oor protecting force ahoold be so con- 
athoted u to be capable of meeting hb attack by moTements equally 
rapid 

The preasnt eonstltutloa of onr force upon the coast, does not appear 
to be founded on thb principle. 

Tippoo a prqMjatlona are beHered to be sneh n to enable him to more 
at any time with facfllty and celerity eren for the purposes of oflenee, 
whOe the condhloD of our proteetlng force, will not admit of Its morlng 
eren for purp o te s of defence, within a ahorter period of time than three, 
or aceoTtUng to the ktyutant Qencral, than six months. 

Onr army upon the coast under such cdmunatances, mnst be deemed 
notwithstanding Iti high state of dlsdpUne, and the acknowledged gal 
bntry activity and ak^ of ita officers nearly diiqaaliAed for the primary 
object of its Inalltutlon — " The defence of the Carnatic, against a andden 
Incarion.** 

It b now eridant, that If Tippoo had sneceeded in obtaining the object 
of Ma late Embaasy to the lale of France, no obstacle could bare been 
opposed to hb progresi In the Carnade for many montha. 

Uy enquiries hare naturally been directed to ascertain the causes which 
occaaiOD ao alarming a dltTercnce between the state of oor army upon tho 
coast, and of t>t«t of Tippoo | with relation to their respective powers of 
moring at a short notice, liie result of the consideratloB whl^ I hare 
given to subject, leads me to belleTe that the radical defects in the 
constitution of the army on the coast, which must alwap retard Its 
eqaipo>ent for the field, are these j the want of a permanent establkh- 
raent of draft bnllocka t tho want of a regular system for the speedy col 
lection of carriage bullocks from tho country the want of established 
stores of grain and of other supplies nec essa ry for tho provlsloti of an 
army In the field) tbs want of proper regulatiooi for proridliig camp 




I79S. 


GENCkAL lIARltlS. 




as inueli desjbatdi as the nature of {he Subject will admit, 
such furllier advices ris may enable US, in cone6rt witli you, to 
flame a permanent systerii for the colrection of those defects 


cquipa^-c, and lastly, the «ant of a rcgfiilarlv established tram of artil- 
lerj", with all its proper equipments 
The motives which prevented Government from providing the army 
upon the const, with the several establishments in w'luch it is now defi- 
cient, have certainly proceeded from an anvictv' to limit the military 
charges of the Presidency of Fort St George 

It cannot be denied that any effectual improvement of these deficient 
establishments, would necessanly be attended with a verj"^ heavy evpcnce. 
But It IS equally certain, that until that cvpencc be incurred, the array on 
the coast ncv’cr can possess the power of making a forward mov^cment at 
a short notice , under these circumstances, it is a most improvident sys- 
tem of economy, to submit to the cvpence of maintaining so large an 
army, while we withhold the necessary means of putting a proportion of 
it in motion upon any sudden emergency 
The policv has been quite different in Bengal, w'here the part of the 
force destined for the immediate protection of the country, is always con- 
sidered as actually in the field, and is equipped for undertaking at the 
shortest ivarningany opemtions cither offensive, or defensive, yet Ben- 
gal is xmdoubtedly the part of our possessions in India, the least exposed 
to any sudden attack 

The nature of our establishment in India, and the rapid changes which 
arise m the political situations of the Native Powers, have been generally 
acknowledged to rcqmre that vve should constantly be in a state of pre- 
paration for war , this acknowledged principle has evidently formed the 
basis of the whole system of our military establishments in India, which 
it haff been' our fixed policy to maintain upon a scale in pOint of numbers, 
greatly exceeding a peace establishment 

The same prmciple necessarily demands that a large proportion of our 
army should be always in r'eadiness for active service j but that prmciple 
applies' with pecuhar force to our army upon the coast, winch’ is destmed 
to oppose the attacks of ovir most active and implacable (if not otii only) 
enemy, ainongstiihe native powers of India 

These considerations have determined me to encounter the expense 
Which niust be nlcufred in providing a lasting security against thh futhre 
return of that danger to which' the Carnatic is now, and for somd tihie 
past has befen, exposed 

The ndeasures which are how^ takmg for the asSemblmg of the army 
■Will contribute to lay thS foundation of a perinanenf system for the cor- 
rection of the defects in the several departriehts of the rtiihtary establish- 
ments upon the coast 

Although my opinion is already m a greht nlbasute formed' with respect 
fo the nature of the Obstacles whjcli impede the "movement of 'the army 
upOfa'the coast, I do not tliink it advisable to'ptopOse any detailed plan 
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io your miLlary csUblubmcntB which induco you to appre- 
hend that an attack firora Tippoo Sultaun may bo expected 
before you can be in a condition to meet him, oven for the 
purpOBO of dofendrag the Carnatic. 


upon that nibject until] I thall bare receired the formal opinion of the 
Goremment of Fort St, George. 

I therefore propote that the Proeldent In Conndl at Fort ‘'t George be 
directed to prepare and tranimit to me In Coaudl nith all practicable 
deapatch a plan for enabling a large proportion of the armj on the coast 
to be In constant reidinesa to more agminst an enemjr on a fudden emer 
geocy 

That he be furtber directed to frame that plan with a new to ereiy de- 
gree of economy which shall appear to him consistent with the atpunment 
of the principal objects In cootemplatlon 

In communicating iho details of this plan the Goremor of Fort St, 
George will necessarily enumerate the drcumstances which now Impede 
the morement of the army on the conit. 

I also propose that the President In Council of Fort St. George be dl 
rected to report the actoal state of the frontier gamsoDS and fortresses 
of the Camadc and what Improremeats or repairs may be nectssary to 
|>Uee them In a respectable posture of defonce i and lastly I propose that 
the President In Council of Fort Sc George be directed to report the pre- 
sent condltkia of the stores, and magaiioes of grain and other proTiakiai 
as well u of the held and battering train of aitHlexy opoii the coasC 

Moaxivoirov 


Tte Gnenl in Ccmmcil t* UeuUmami OenrraJ JTtrris 

Hok Sib Fort wjiilafn, 20th JqIt 1/98 

The Bight Hononrable the Goremor General In Oonncll haring brought 
under our consideration the dafectire state of certain branches of your 
military establishments, and the consequent necessity of correcting those 
defects, by the adoption of such pennoneol arrangements as will at all 
times a£'ord yon the means of putting your army In motion at a short no- 
tice, we request that you will prepare and transmit to ns with all practi- 
cable despatch a plan for wnshllng ■ large portion of the army pn the 
coast to be In constant readiness to more against an enemy on a sudden 
emergency and that you win frame that plan with a riew to erery degree 
of economy which sb^ appear to you to be consistent with the attain 
ment of the principal object In contemplation. 

In communkatuig the details of tbb plan you will of course enumenUe 
the drcumstances which now Impede the morement of your army 

\\t hare ■!«» to request that you wlU report to ns the actual state of 
the frontier gamsous and fortretset of the Carnatic together with such 
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You li.ivc fuithci conbuleiecl it to be youi duty to suggest 
the ideas to mIiicIi tlie imiiiedmte execution of our ordeis has 
given rise in 3 oiii minds. 

The couise of those ideas has led you to suggest to us the 
]nudence of lemannng unarmed, lest any attemiit to counter- 
act the avowed hostility and acknowledged prcp.iiations of 
Tippoo Sultaun should draw' down his immediate resentment 
upon our unprotected possessions. 

With these vnews, 3'ou have uiged a vaiiet}' of aigumeiits 
against the pohey of those measuies of piec.iution and de- 
fence which we hav'e oideied 3'ou to puisue for the puipose 
of enabling youi aimy to meet Tippoo Sultaun in the field, 
and to act with eftect under any ciicumstances wdiich may 
aiise 

If we thought it pioper to entei with you into any discus- 
sion of the policy of oui late oiders, we might refei you to 
the records of your own Government, which furnish more 
than one example of the fatal consequences of neglecting to 
keep pace wutli the forwardness of the enemy’s equipments, 
and of resting the defence of the Carnatic, in such a crisis as 
the present, on any other security than a state of early and 
active preparation for war. 

But being lesolved to exclude all such discussions from 
the correspondence of the two Governments, we shall only 
repeat our confidence in youi zealous and speedy execution 
of those parts of the pubhc service which fall within the di- 
rect line of your pecuhar duty. 

The assembhng the army upon the coast is a measure in- 
dispensably requisite with a view to any system of seasonable 
piecaution against the declared projects of Tippoo Sultaun. 
Although we directed that the fiist station of the aimy should 


improvement and repairs as may be necessary' to place them in a respect- 
able posture of defence 

We further desire that this report may be accompanied by a statement 
of the present condition of the stores, and magazines of grain, and other 
provisions, as well as of your field and battering trains of artillerj' 

We have the honour to be, &c 

, Mornington, 

Alured Clarke, 
Peter Speke, 
William Cowper 
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be that which ytra might judge pjQst cligfble for the purpoec 
of proceeding directly to Seringapatam, If such a meaiuro 
ihould hereafter be deemed nccetsary, it doe* not follow that 
our detcrminarion wa* to undertake the hranodlate siege ^of 
that city — such on opemtiop, howeror, waa necenarUy to be 
considered among the caiiie*t objects of any war with Mysore, 

In OUT letter of the 2(hh Jane, wo eiyomod you to conceal 
not the march or equipment, but the destination of yopr armyi 
the sixth paragraph of that letter does not express aqy ex 
pectntion on our part, that the march or equipment of your 
army could be p matter of secrecy, trust, hpweyer that 
the object of your preparat*o“ ba^ beep concealed, 
persuaded that yon wfll have ta|:ep every proper precaptloo 
for preventing ita diaclofure. 

‘W’e npw procepd tp givp yop onr Initmctioni with regard 
to the equippifnt of p battering trpm sufSaent for the sjego 
of Sermgapatap^ 

■^e ore of opinion that It vfoold be advisable at aD tffRO* 
to hold ip rpad^e*^, at *o|qe advanced jitation pear the fron 
tier of thp Oamatic, the q^papee, axmxraippon pud stores, and 
all other oecesaary eqaippients (axeeptipg thp cattle) of p traip 
of BTbllery suf&dent for the above mentioned purpose \ and 
we arp fh^cr convinced of thopeceasity pf estabhshmg some 
permauept systetn fo^ collecting the sppply of cattle rpqpisite 
for puttuig such e tnun pf ait^lcry iq piotion qt a short notice. 

At preapnt we deahfo that all aoph prepfratiopa shopld be 
made at Fort St. George a* may be peceaaary for placing ti^e 
prdnance m the most perfpet state of equipment j timely mea 
sures should be t^hen for securing a supply of cattle 
gpfBcient for mprpjg thp hatterpig train to Senngapatam, if 
puch a moveuient shoqld hereafter form a part of our plap of 
mihtary operations But we do not propose that the esta 
bliahment of for that purpose should be immediately 

entertamed. 

In our letter of the 20th June w© informed you of our In- 
tention to forward a supply of specie tq Fort St George hjT 
his Majesty t tlup Firgiiue aa toon as that ship shoold be 
ready to sail and the state of your finances has occupied a 
considemble portion of our deUberations since the arrival of 
the Right Honourable the Governor Genenil, who directed 
our particular attention to that subject. It was therefore with 
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great concern and surprize tliat we found, in your letter of the 
lOtli July, your representations on the subject of your pecu- 
niary distresses expressed in a manner tending to convey an 
impression of our having overlooked your eihbaVrassments. 
We are aware that in the event of war your supplies of trea- 
sure must be drawn from Bengal, and in that event you may 
rely on our omitting no effort to ftimisli you with the neces- 
sary means of supporting your increased charges. 

With respect to your representations regarding your want 
of troops, we have already informed you of our determination 
to send you immediately his Majesty’s 33d regiment, as well 
as our marine battabon, if you should require it; and it is 
our mtention also to assist you, if necessary, with an addi- 
tional reinforcement of native troops, as soon as the season 
will permit. 

When we shall have received a particular account of the 
expense of your present equipments, we shall provide for 
defraying it in such a manner as circumstances may appear 
to require. 

The Z/a Virginte will probably sail m the course of ten 
days, and we expect to be able to embark on that ship, a 
sum not exceeding fifteen and not less than ten lacs of rupees. 
The season becoming daily more favourable for the passage 
to Madras, we trust that the unforeseen and imavoidable de- 
lay in the departure of that ship will not ultimately retard her 
arrival at Fort St. George. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1 Gth ultimo, and shall take mea- 
sures for forwaidmg the supply of rum, rice, and gunnies, 
which you have desired, with as large a quantity of salt pro- 
visions as it may be possible to procure. 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sir, 

Your most obedient,- humble Servants, 

Mornington, 
Alured Clarke, 
Peter Speke, 
William Cowper. 
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TV E*ri «f Slmmi^ghn t9 kit BMCtUenejf Rftr AiaArnl Utititr 
Src ' Fort VraiUiD Ati^u*tS 9 th, 179a. 

It affords mo great aatufecbon to learn that my endearours 
to promote hia'3Itye«ty s naval aonnco have been acceptable 
to your Excellency, and I tmat that I hare been ableio giro 
material aisutanco to Captain Coote m fonrarding Hhe re- 
paira of Zm SybiUe ' 

I forward to your ExceBency by this despatch the latest 
accounts which I have’ received Europe and I wish to 
call your fiarticulnr -attention to ffie preparationa malang by 
the French m the Mediterranean for fitting out a considerable 
naval force with tranaporta for the embarkation of troop#. 
This force it was tuppo#ed wohld be ready for leaby the end 
of the month of April Utt. Vnnons accounts are given of 
Its destination the strange report of its being destined for 
the conquest of Egypt on^ after the success of that wild 
adventiire for the liiore extravagant project of conreyrog aid 
by-Sues to* Tippoo Sultaim will not prodnce much impress 
Sion upon a person of yonr ExceBency s experience. But 
some of my letters state an opinion to which I am mnch m 
clmed to give credit, that at least a pari of this force is pro- 
bably destined for an Expedition to 'India by the ordinary 
passage round the Cape of Good Hope. A variety of ar^ 
cumstnnces combfaie to render it probable that the French 
may attempt to send a force to India for the jomt objects of 
redncmg the Manntiui and of aiding Tippoo Sultaun. "With 
these sentiments I take the Uborty of TOqnestmg yonr Excel 
lency to direct yonr most senons attention to the coast of 
Malabar, as soon ai you shall deem it expedient to detach 
any port of yodr iquadron to that quarter 

It would give me great pleasure to assist your Excellency 
in inducing the subscribers to the volantary contribution at 
ibis Presidency fo oppropnate their subscriptions to the dis- 
charge of the expenses of his Majesty s squadron on this 
station but Fknow that it is the general wish of the sob 
scribers that their ccmtribations sboold be sent directly to 
England and although I concur with your ExceBency In 
thinking that the good of the public service would bo equally 
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promoted applying the money licre to tlic purposes pro- 
posed by you , I fear that any such proposition might be 
disagreeable to the subscribeis, and might check the lauda- 
ble zeal ivhicli has manifested itself at this ciisis. But your 
Excellency may be assured of my most cordial disposition to 
affoid you at all times every aid which the finances of this 
Go-v eminent can furnish towards meeting the expenses of 
the fleet. 

I expect eveiy houi authentic information overland with 
regard to the jireparations of the Fiench. In the meanwhile 
I request 3 our Excellency to take into consideiation any 
mode which might be adopted by me for strengthening your 
force; and I shall be happy to be furnished Mith 5'our in- 
structions on that subject as soon as possible, m order that 
I ma}' be enabled to take eaily measures for arming vessels 
or pioviding stores according to any arrangement which you 
may think fit to suggest 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington 

P. S If your Excellency should propose any mode of 
strengthening youi force by aid fiom the Company’s Govern- 
ments, I request you will have the goodness to communicate 
it to the Governments of Madras and Bombay, who mil re- 
ceive my orders to attend to your Excellency’s suggestions as 
far as relates to their separate Presidencies. 


No LIX. 

The Earl of Mornington to Captain Kirlipatrich 

Fort William, August 31st, 1798 

The general tenour of the late advices from Europe con- 
vinces me that the rumours of the appioach of peace which 
had reached me in the last month were entirely void of foun- 
dation, but my recent intelhgence leads me to apprehend that 
the attention of France is now earnestly directed towaids 
India, and that at least a part of the armament fitted out in 
the Mediteiranean may have been destmed for an expedition 
to India, not as has been professed, thiough Egypt and the 
Red Sea, but by the ordmary passage round the Cape of 
Good Hope With these opinions, I am extremely anxious 
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for tUo nmncdUto conclurion of mj projwsed engngements 
^nth the Ni»am, and for the conteqnent dlamiaaioii of M, 
Plrons corpi and the arrcat of the officer*. If therefore 
any delay* at Poonah ahovdd ha*© pTcrented -ontfl thu time, 
tho termination of the n^ocUtion entruated to you, I de*iro 
you -will endcftTOur to conclude it, with all practicable des- 
patch, under tlio Ihnitationa suggested m the fi5th paragraph 
of my detailed Jnatructlon* of the 8th July • Yon will, ao- 
cordmg to the apint of that paragraph, take care to abpalate 
that tho Peuhwa ihaH hare an option of acceding hereafter 
to any engagenente concladed with the Nisam. 

In the ca*e which I have tappoted, of the completion of 
the arrangeroenta at Hyderabad being delayed by the Court 
of Poonahomtil thia letter ihall reach you it will be necea- 
aary to agree to the proposal of hleer Aflam, for aecuring 
the mtcrpofition of the Company m all future diflerencea be- 
tween the Court* of Poonah and Hyderabad, under the con- 
dition that the NUam aball bind bunaelf to fulfil all hi* en- 
gagement* with the Peiahwa, and to abide invambly by the 
award of the Company on every pomt of dispute which may 
hereafter arise between tus Highness and the Government of 
Poonah. 

My letter* from Bombay incTtne me to doubt whether that 
Government wiD be able immediately to famish the number 
of troop* requmto for the semce of the Pebhwa. WheneTCP 
therefore the Peiahwa shall have acceded to my proposition*, 
and whenever the disbanding of the French force at Hyder- 
abad shall have been accomplished I desire that you will 
endeavour to prevail upon the Niaam to permit one of the 
Bntish regiments to mardi directly to Poonah and I autho- 
rise you to direct the march of a regiment accordingly TJio 
regiment »ent to Poonah vnU be replaced a* toon ma possible. 

Tho Bombay frigate la to touch at Masuhpatam where 
*he i* to land our marme battalion, about the middle of Sep- 
tember; from thence she will proceed to Madras, and wiD 
return, to MasuHpatam about the end of September, where 
Captam Sutherland will be directed to remain until he shall 
receive your order* or slmll be driven awsy by the monsoon. 
My wish IS, that aD auch French officera and privates as may 
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be tlolbcrcd up to jou at llydcrnbad, sJiall be cnibarked on 
board tbo Bombay frigate for ibis Presidency, ubcrc they 
can be more secuiely guarded, and from whence they u ill 
find a readier passage to Europe than at Foit St. George. 
You will consign the French party to the charge of the com- 
manding oflicer at jMasuhpatam in the first instance, and you 
will tube care to provide a sufficient escort for their safe con- 
duct to iNIasulipatam 

You null direct Captain Sutherl.and to treat such French 
officers and priiates as may be committed to his charge, with 
a due consideration of their respective ranks, and with all the 
attention and kindness consistent with the security of their 
persons ; and you will not fail to use all your influence at Hy- 
derabad, for the purpose of seeming the property of such 
officers or privates as may be delivered to you from the rapa- 
city of the Ministers, and of presenang it for the use of the 
just proprietors. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. LX 

Lord Clti'c to the Right Hon Henry Dundai 
Dear Sir, Fort St George, 8tli September, 1793 

My arrival here is too recent for me to hassard opinions 
upon the state of this countiy, but I think it my duty to bring 
before you a few facts which I judge of the utmost importance 
foi you to have the earliest knowledge of the prospect of our 
being engaged in a w'ar ivith the Sultaun. You have, no 
doubt, been apprized by Lord Moniington of the inadequacy 
of the means which the Carnatic possesses of carrying on an 
immediate war with effect ; it is necessary you should know, 
in its fullest extent, our main army consists of not more than 
8,000 fightmg men (now in cantonments in the vicinity of 
Walajabad), and cannot be materially strengthened without 
weakening the necessary garrisons, or drawing troops from 
Ceylon. A sufficient reinforcement from Bengal cannot be 
ei^pected before the end of February, a period too late for 
marching to the attack of Senngapatam next spring, the 
time for besiegmg that place bemg hmited from the middle 
of January to the middle of May. The conclusion drawn 
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from these 1 believe, justly ajsume<l facta is, that Senega 
patam la not to be marched against with reasonable groxmdi 
of success before Janu^iry 1800 
The finances of this settlement arc in a far more diitressing 
situation than you or I had any conccptidn of when I had the 
honour of being Vith you last March The debt amounts to 
54 lacs the interest to above 4 lacs The last money talen 
up has been by bOls upon Bengal at 410 A. Ra, the 100 pa 
godoa Twelve per cent bonds are at 6 per ctnt! dlacoimt 
8 and G per cent bonds at from 161o 25 per cent discount; 
the roTcnuo fallmg short by at least from 5 to 0 lacs, a de- 
ficit of 13 lacs an invcstiricnt df 12 lacs to be provided our 
credit nearly gone, and on empty Trdnsory In this state of 
things wfe must evidently depend updn supphes from Bengal 
and from Europe in the event of war, and I donbt not l^t 
every effort will be made to assist ns with speao 6om Ldaden-^ 
hall Street The facts I have stated ore certain the opi- 
nions are theise of the best luformed m this place. In the 
eveht of 'War my utmost endeavours wiH be umformly and 
cordially employed in cooperatibn with the views of the Su 
premeiGovermnent More I shall not presume to offer were 
I to say less I do not conceive that I should have done my 
duty * 

I have the honour to bo with respect. 

Your faith fi ll and obedient Servant, 

’ ^ ’ ' ' Clive 


No liii 

TV E^ri ^AI*rniMgi*n rt Lhmi^C^i JE Ptlmrr Peaident wt 
Sm, Fort September 9 1799 

I have received your several letters of the dotes and num- 
bers annexed • 

On a reference to my ins^ructioni of the 8th of July to- 
gether with my first private letter to you yon will find that 
the restoration of Nona to power was nerer cotundered by mo 
to be essential to the attainment of any of the objects which I 
had in view, although I felt that great advantages might bo 
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(Icri\c<l from the ahililics nnd cvperiencG of Nana, if his in- 
terc’^t’^ could he connected Mith the success of the pioposed 
arrnn"cinent, and if In*' return to power could he rendered 
nccejitable to Bajec-Row. 

The couunumcafion*' m \our letter*?, numbered Si, SS and 
oG, leave no doubt on nn mind that the abrupt manner in 
nhich the Pcishwa roiectcd the a-'t-istancc and mediation, 
which he had before so repeatedly .md earnestly solicited, is 
to be ascribed entirely to the jealousv occasioned b^ the mea- 
sures in which \ou had cn^faged for obtaining the rclc.isc of 
Nana. 

Your negoeiation with Nana having jircccdcd }our first in- 
terview with thcPci'^hwa, and having been made apieliininary 
step to the introduction of 1113' piojiositions to the Court of 
Poonah, vras ceitainly calculated to excite in tlicPeisIiwa a 
suspicion that it wa*' mv’ j)rimai3 object to lestore Nana to Ins 
former powei, and by *?upj)orting that minister, to exercise an 
undue influence in the nflhirs of the jrabratla empire. 

With this imprc'^sion, and consulermg the enmity winch 
Bnjcc-Ro.v and hi<? brothers must hear to Nana, added to 
Emrut Row’s well known jcalons^' of that minister, it i.s not 
at all surprising that the Pcishvva should have been readily 
induced to risk the issue of Ins present contest with Scindiah, 
rather than agree to an arrangement wliich promised to de- 
prive him at once of all authoiit}^ nnd to tin ow Inm again 
into the power of Ins implacable eneni}" supported by the in- 
fluence of the Company’s Government, and by the piesence 
of a large Britisli force. 

I think it necessar}, therefore, to desire that you will lose 
no time in endeavouring to remove the jealousy which appeals 
to exist on this subject in the Peisbwa’s mind. For tins pm- 
pose you will state to him expressly that in becoming security 
for Nana’s payment of the money to Scindiab, you were ac- 
tuated solely by your personal lespect for that minister. That 
you had receiv^ed no instructions whatever from me winch 
could authorise such an mteifeience m the internal affairs of 
the Peishwa’s Government , and that although I certainly 
should view the restoration of Nana (if effected with the lull 
concuiience and cordial consent of the Peishwa), as a mea- 
suie which would tend to secuie the effectual le-estahlish- 
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mcnt of the Pcislirm 0 nutliority find power, 1 bad ner'er cOn 
sldered the intercati of Nana to be ncceManly conneoted with 
tho propofltiona which I bad diluted you to make to the 
Pciihwa. Under thu explanation, I am perauaded the Peuh- 
wa win bo lomible that my Tiows ore dieted to the iecunty 
of tho general iniereata and public engagements of both states^ 
and not to the lupport of any particular party, dr minifter at 
tho Court of Poonalu 

The distretsed state of the Pelshwna odhirs appears to me 
to offer the strongest reason to mdueo me to urge and hnn to 
accept, in the present moment the propositions contained in 
my instructions of the 8th of Jnly, I therefore desire that you 
will not suspend tho negoemtion, under an Idea of my indi^er* 
ence to its snccessfol concloiion m the actoal exigency bf the 
Feisbwa s condition. His acceptance of my arbitration, and 
of a fnbsidiary British force wonld lead to the success of Rh 
the objects which I deem most important to the mterests of 
the Cconpany in the present conjancture- 1 

Notwithstanding that the Peiabwa had offc^ to conunu 
nicate to yon his ideas of the oatore of the demand to be 
made^n llppoo by the allies 1 was mocb inrpnsed to 6nd 
that you had thought it expedient to urge ban for his draft 
■of a joint letter to Tippoo or thit yon could expect any ad 
Tantage from allowing the Peiibwa to take the lead m framing 
the appheation to be made to that Prmce The aggression 
of Tippoo having been directed more particularly againJt tiie 
'Company it is properly tbenr right in the first instance to sag 
.gest the nature of the satisfaotion to be required. 

The Company has mdeed hitherto always taken the lead m 
■overy case whicdi has called for the coKiperation of the several 
branches of the triple alhance. Great embarrassment most 
Tesnlt from permitting the Peishvra to anticipate my views on 
this most dehcate and important part' of our present sitnatioii. 
It is there f ore my wish that instead of endeavounng to draw 
from the Peishwa an early declaration of ins notions m that 
respect, yon will as far os possible daconrage any such com- 
mimlcation ^ 

I take this early opportunity of fonrardmg to you my sen- 
tnnenti on such points as appear to mo to bo of the most 
pressmg importance in the present state of the negoclation 
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intenclmg hereafter to ^e^iew all the circulnstances \\hich 
hn^c attended its progress at the Court of Poonnh. 

I ha\e the honoui to be, &c. 

Morninoton. 


No. LXII. 

/jflrf/ Clivr to the Earl of lihrninglon 
jMy Lord, Fort St George, September 11, 1798 

I embrace the oppoitunity which Colonel Knkpatrick’s 
return to Bengal presents to me of renewing my most sinceie 
thanks to jour Lordship, for the open and iinrescr\ed com- 
munication of your sentiments in youi letter of the 29th July,''^ 
as well as for the assurance of fiiendly support in the con- 
duct of my government, which you have had the goodness 
to give me. Upon my part your Loidship may rely with con- 
fidence upon my zealous endeavours to meet the views and 
cooperate in the measures of the Supreme Government, foi 
the prosperity of th^ Company. It gives me concern to find 
your Lordship has had any reason to complain of anything like 
counteraction, oi party spirit in this settlement. I can ven- 
ture to affirm that any tendency of that kmd is foreign to my 
disposition, and do assuie you, that should it evei be my mis- 
fortune to differ in opinion with your Loidship, though it 
may become my duty to express my sentiments with freedom, 
I shall never lose sight ,of the relation in which this Govern- 
ment stands to the supreme Government, nor of the respect 
and obedience which is due to its directions The point 
which has chiefly absorbed my attention since my arrival, 
and which indeed presses with the greatest urgencyj is the 
prospect of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, when contrasted 
with the means this country possesses of meeting such an 
event. I cannot view this important object, nor the embar- 
rassment in which the' affairs of this country are involved, 
very far exceeding what theie- was reason to expect when I 
left England', without the most extreme solicitude. 

The particulars of our situation are so well known to your 
Lordship, that I shall have occasion to brmg them before 


* See p 223. 
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yon In a general point of view, for the pnrpofe of exprctting 
my sentiment* upon the subject, and not with the hope of 
being able to convey Information upon what ha* been *0 mnch 
tho object of your lyordship s attention Our mam army con* 
iistmg of about 8,000 fighting men, bemg m cantonmenta m 
tho vicinity of Wnlajabad, i* deemed to be a force totally in- 
adequate to offensive operations, and cannot be strengthened 
from this preaidcncy without materially weakening the nccea- 
sary garruons or drawmg our troop* from Ceylon a suffi 
dent remforcement of native corps to enable onr army, m co- 
operation with that of Bombay to undertake the siege of 
Senngnpatom, can only he drawn from Bengal and if reh 
once u to be put upon the jadgment of the best informed 
persona here, such a reinforcement cannot be expected to 
arrive In the Carnatic before the end of February or begin- 
ning of March, a period too late for the commencement of 
hostHitie* with a view to the takhig Senngapatam m the 
course of next year the tune for besieging that place being 
as I am also informed hmrted nearly to the moiilhB February 
March and Apnh It therefore seems t»foDow that onr army 
cannot be put m condition to act offensively and with a 
speedy prospect of accomphsbing the mam object of a war 
with Tippoo the capture of Senngapatam earHer than 
January twelvemonth. When to these connderotions is added 
the discouraging state of our finances that dot debt amounts 
to 54 lacs of pagodas, that an mvestment is expected to he 
provided of 12 lacs that our ordinary eipences exceed our 
ordinary revenue by about IS lacs that the revenue of this 
year is expected to fall short of what it was estimated at by 
nearly six lacs that our 12 per cent, bonds are at a discount 
of 5 or 6 per cent, that our treasury is empty onr credit 
nearly gone that the Gorernment shortly before my amvol 
had taken up a lac of pagodas by bllli on Bengal at 410 A. Rs. 
the 100 pagodas, and that I have been under the necessity of 
resortmg to the same expedient, — your Ix>rdship will not 
bo surprised at my viewing the dtualaon of this country with 
extreme anxiety uor at my expressing an earnest hope that 
tho calamity of a war, for which wo are so ill prepared may bC 
averted. 1 

Having expressed what my feelings and my duty hare urged 
me to state I beg to assure your Bordshtp that in tho event 
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of your being forced into a war with the Sultaun, or in that 
of your ultimately dctei mining to attack hun, of my most cor- 
dial coopeiation to the extent of the means of this presidency, 
and of my most zealous and sciupulous attention to the direc- 
tions of the Supreme Government. In the event of war it 
IS to your Lordship and Bengal that we must look for le- 
souices, for I am concerned to say, that I see no prospect of 
our being able to laise any considerable sum in this settle- 
ment, but on the contiarj’^ considerable defalcations are to 
be apprehended fiom the predatoiy warfaie, which the Sul- 
taun may be expected to wage ; little, I fear, is to be ex- 
pected from his Highness the Nabob 

I have to thank your Lordship jfor the commumcation of 
the papers relating to the negociations of Poonah and Hydera- 
bad The restoration of the triple alhance to the situation 
in which it stood when Lord Com walks left India, is an ob- 
ject of the fiist impoitance, and the measures which your 
Lordship has .pursued with so much eneigy for its attain- 
ment appear to me decisive and highly judicious that you 
may succeed and reap the applause due to your exertions, 
must be the wish of whoever has British glory and British 
interests at heart The lemfoicement destined foi Hydera- 
bad, with the views of overthiowing the French party there, 
of securmg the succession to Secunder Jah, and of estabhsh- 
ing a permanent influence m the councds and conduct of the 
Nizam’s Court, has been contemplated by me with pecuhar 
satisfaction Should this decisive measure be crowned with 
success, and be pioperly followed up, it will, without doubt, 
tend more than any other event to flx the British powei m 
India. 

I have the honor to be, with sincere esteem and respect. 
My Lord, Your Lordsliip’s most faithful Servant, 

Clive. 


No LXin. 

IVie Earl of Mot nington to Lieut Col John Collins, Resident with Dowlut 

Row Sctndtah 

Sir, Fort William, 16th Sept 1798 

You will certainly have felt some degree of anxiety to re- 
ceive the letters, which I had promised to despatch to you 
VOL. I. s 
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by tho earliest opportunity, anil I should have forwarded 
them lomo time ago, if I had not waited id hourly expectation 
of being able to communicate to you the uitelbgence of Son- 
diah I doparhirt. from Poonoli and retreat towards his own 
dominions. Bnt tho octnol state of ofrairs at Poonnh stiD 
leaves the motions ofScmdiab m tho greatest degree oftm 
certainty} although the necessity of hu return to Hindostan 
for the prcjcrration of hia own existence seems to encrease 
every day, and the means of eflectrag that retrograde move- 
mcnl without cither disgrace or danger, are now placed 
withm hiB reach by the hberation of Nona, by my offer of 
mediation between Semdiah, the Peisbwa, and the Nixam as 
well OB by my proposal for the conclusion of » treaty of gene 
rol defensive alliance against Zemann Shah 

bly conversation with yon at Barrackpore, apprised you of 
my ideas with regard to the objects of your mission. 

The question which will demand yonr immediate atttention 
will he tho best mode of securing the strongest barriers 
agamst Zemann Shah, not only with a view to the present 
moment bat to all future contzngenaes 

No pohey could bo so weak even if the Shah bad not con- 
descended to explain his mtenbons, as to suppose that he could 
enter Hindostan withoat the design of plundering the most 
opulent part of it. Hu ultimate objects must be Lucknow 
and our provinces. 

But he has spared me the pains of any argument on this 
subject, havmg plamly apprised the Nabob Viiier and me, 
that his object is to restore Shah Aulum and to drive tho 
Mahrattos out of India and having called for our jomt ser 
vices m a tone of command for the prosecution of his project. 
Ho has added that our answer will determine, whether he u 
to consider os to be his friends or bu enemiet. As It would 
be utterly Inconsistent with every principle of pobey and faith 
to assut the Shah in the prosecntion of hu declared pur 
poses it follows, that wo must expect to be ranked m the 
number of his enemies and our possessions will be treated 
accordingly It is therefore necessary to provide every de- 
fence wlucb can obstruct the Shabs approach to our boun- 
dary 

The pnncipal powers whose rcsutonce nught offer a seri- 
ous obslnclc to the advance of tho Shah s army, arc the Seiks, 
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the Rajpoots, particularly the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jud- 
poor, and the Mahrattas inhabiting the dominions of Scin- 
diah. 

The return of Scindiah to that quarter, attended as such 
an event must he hy the restoration of his power to a consi- 
derable degree of efficiency, appears to me to he the best 
possible means of checking the motions of the Shah ; espe- 
cially as it must ever he the interest of Scmdiah (within hia 
own dominions) to cultivate our fiiendship, and to cooperate 
with us in opposing any invader, and above all a Mahomedan 
plunderer. Scindiah, theiefore, has been the object of my 
unremitting attention. If he should return to Ilindostan, 
you will immediately apply yourself to the commencement of 
negociation with him, for the puipose'of framing a defensive 
treaty against the Shah. 

The precaution to he observed in framing such a treaty is 
principally to avoid any engagement, which might diaw our 
army too far from the boundary of the Viziei’s domimons. 

On the other hand, it cannot be expected, that other 
powers will engage with us for the common defence, if we 
insist absolutely upon limitmg the operations of our force, to 
the exclusive'protection of the provmces of Oude, or of our 
own possessions. 

The point therefore to be ascertamed is this , the utmost 
limit to which our force can be advanced for the common 
purposes of a general defensive alliance without danger to 
Oude, or to our own provmces, or to the force so advanced. 
In proportion to the number of our alhes, the difficulty of 
fixing this pomt in a manner satisfactory to them would ne- 
cessarily be augmented, it will, however, be desirable to 
unite as large a body as can be brought to cooperate against 
the Shah , and with this view, I wish you to endeavour to 
concihate the interests of such of the Seik Chiefs and Raj- 
poots, as may be disposed to resist the Shah, with those of 
Scindiah. I am aware of the obstacles which you will find to 
such an umon m the impetuosity and violence of Scmdiah’s 
character, on the one hand, and in the recent memory of his 
oppression and mjustice on the other. The Rajahs of Jye- 
nagur and Judpoor will not easily forget the injuries which 
he has committed agamst them, and this bitter recollection. 
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mAy throw them into the icale of Iheir natural enemy Zemaun 
Shah It is, howoFcr, to he hoped, that the imminent danger 
which Scindlah has lately escaped, na well as that which itfll 
threatens his dominions, may bring his mmd to a sober sense 
of his real interests, and may indnee him to afford to the 
Rajahs, some such effectual protection agamst future oppres- 
sion on his port, os shall unite them with bun agamst the 
Shah Hitherto I faaTe supposed the case of Sdndiah s re* 
turn to Hindostan, if, however that event ahoold not tato 
place, a very different scene will open. 

The entire destrnctiou of Sondiahs power {m Hindostan 
at least) most bo tbe mevitable and speedy consequence of 
hu contumanco at Poonah. 

"Whether he wfll be able to establish any considerable 
power In the Deccan, on the nuns of thePeiahwa s anlhonty 
may perhaps admit of some d^ree of qnestiom The incli- 
nation of my opmion is that his whole power will be dia* 
solved nretnevably unless be shall return to his own domi 
mons without delay In the event of the dissolution of his 
power in Hindostan, your attention win be directed to tbe 
state of affairs which shall ante out of his destruction. My 
Wish IB to abstam from all such interfm^ce m any confusion 
which may follow the anmhilatioD of Scmdioh s power aa 
might mvolve us either now or hereafter in hostihties Nor 
would I engage m any measures which bad a tendency either 
m the first instance to accelerate the mm of Scmdiah or 
finally to exclude the revTval of his authonty Consistently 
with these prmcaples my endeavours would be directed to 
frame out of the new order of tbmgs, a system of defensive 
alhsDce agamst the approach of the Shah by entering into 
engagements for that purpose, with whatever Chief should 
have succeeded to the largest portion of Scmdiah s power 
Ambajee seems to me to be the most likely to stand at the 
head of any new system m the event of Sdndiah s fall, 
f Your particular attention will be given to the conduct of 
M. Perron, and of other Enropeans now m the service of 
Sdndiah we must counteract any attempt from them to esta 
bhsh tbemsclvea m tbe form of a state m Hmdoetan they 
would undoubtedly assist Zemaun Sbah and perhaps enter 
into his service rn the event of Scmdiah i fiilL 
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I enclose a letter for Sir James Craig, whom I wish you to 
consult on the important mihtary question, the decision of 
uhich must form the governing principle of any defensive 
treaty against the Shah. Sir J ames will transmit his sentiments 
to me, in order that I may consult further with the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, and endeavour to fix the hmit of the operations 
of our army, whenever the Shah shall approach Hindostan, 
You will he so good as to leport to me without delay, any 
information which you may be able to collect, with relation to 
the European officers in the service of Scmdiah, oi of any 
native power on the North Western frontier of India. I am 
informed that Souiroos Begum, has a considerable corps of- 
ficered by Fienchmen in her service 

Our intelhgence of the motions of Zemaun Shah is very 
defective. It is always vague as well as tardy I desiie 
that you will earnestly apply yourself to the speedy cor- 
rection of this defect, it is of the utmost importance to us to 
obtain the earliest and most accuiate mformation of the 
Shah’s designs. On this point, you will find it useful to con- 
cert some regular and permanent system intli the Resident at 
Lucknow. I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington. 


No. LXW. 

T/ie Earl of Mornington to Major General Sir James Henry Ctaig, K B 
(Enclosed in the foregoing letter to Lieut -Col Collins ) 

Sir, Fort ■V\'iliiam, Sept 16, 1798. 

This letter will be dehveied to you by Lieut.-Col. Collms, 
who havmg been appomted Resident at the Court of Scin- 
diah, IS proceedmg to take charge of the mterests of the 
British Government at that Court. 

The continual reports of the approach of Zemaun Shah to 
Hmdostan engaged my attention at the earliest period of my 
arrival in Bengal, and I have already taken every step (which 
appeared to me justifiable m the gieat uncertamty of the 
prevaihng rumours) for checkmg the motions of the Shah, m 
the event of his advancmg towards our frontier. 

It could not be supposed that such an expedition, as that 
meditated by the Shah, would be planned without any view 
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to tlio plondcr of tho raoit opulent and flounslimg porta of 
Hmdoaton; I have, tlicrcforo, aloTiya considered that ho 
nniat intend to advance to Luchnow^ and to our pronneea, if 
circnmatancca aboidd favour hia progress And ^dth this 
opinion, I have thought that lua march ought to bo opposed 
at the earhcjt possible penod, ond hia operations checked at 
the greatest possible distance from our frontier 

But if I Imd ever entertained any doubt of the tendency of 
the Shahs operationa, it would Imve been removed by hia 
own distract declaration to tho Vicer and to me. That ho 
should consider otrr not joming his royal standard, and our 
not assisting him m tlie restoration of Shah Allum and m the 
total expulsion -of the Mahrattos m the light of an act of 
disobedience and cmmty " As it is utterly impossible for me 
to aid the Shah m such a project, or to submit the honour 
and faith of the Bntish Qovomment to such conditions I 
must suppose that the Visier and this Govermnent, wiD be 
treated as ouenuca by him, whenever ho shaD have an oppor 
tumty of bringing his army to act on our frontier The moat 
useful barrier against this mvaaioD, m the first matonce, 
would be the resistance of the SelLs, of the R^poota espe- 
cially tho Rajahs of Jyonagor and Jodpoor, and of Dowlnt 
Rao Scmdiah. 

My attention baa been directed to a aystem of measures 
the ^ect of which (if successful) would have occasioned the 
immediate return of Scmdiah to his dominions m Hmdostsn 
and have given us the benefit of a defeunve aJliance with him 
agamst the Shah I cannot yet ascertain, what the motions 
of Scmdiah are likely to be or what may be the ultnnate 
turn of hiB fate But at oD evente it will be necessary to 
couBider the terms of a defenalTe league to which, whether 
Scmdiah shall be a party or not, the Rajpoots and Seiks 
nniat be mnted 

The most difficult question m the formation of such n 
treaty will be of a military nature. It may be thus stated 
iWliat u the extreme limit b^ond tho frontier of the Vlsier 
to which the oporatioiia of tho Bntiah force could bo ad 
Tonced without danger to that frontier and to the force so 
advanced. On tho one hand it would certainly be desirable 
to rcstrom the operations of our army, ** nearly as possible 
to the exclnsive protection of tho Nabob • and Company s pos- 
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sessions But on the other hand, it could not he expected, 
that any efficient or coidial assistance could be derived fiom 
any practicable system of defensive alliance, if our army was 
to be exclusively exempted fiom any shaie m the common de- 
fence of the dominions of the contracting poweis. 

I am aware of the difficulty undei these cucumstances of 
fixing such a pomt for the extreme advance of our army, as 
shall reheve us from both of the embairassments which I 
have stated. 

' But as I am persuaded, that the question which I have 
proposed m this letter, must frequently have occuried to you 
in all Its military healings and consequences, I take the hbei- 
ty of requestmg, that you wdl have the goodness to favoui 
me with your opmion upon it, in oidei that I may hereafter 
be enabled to enter upon the consideration of it moie advan- 
tageously and accurately, whenever it shall become necessary 
to discuss it with the Commander-in-Chief. 

I shall also esteem it as a favour, if you will state your 
ideas on this subject to Lieutenant Colonel Collms, who will 
he employed in the negociation of any defensive engagements 
which it may be deemed advisable to contract. 

If any other suggestions, with legard to the defence of our 
North Western frontier, should appear to you important to 
the public service, I should be happy to i eceive them One 
defect has necessarily atti acted your notice , the useless, or 
rather the dangeious condition of the Vizier’s own aimy 
This subject is at present under my consideration; and I 
confess I see but one effectual mode of obtainmg a servicea- 
ble army in the Vizier’s pay The substitution of regulai 
regiments from the Company’s service, in place of the Nabob’s 
own troops, or in othei woids, such an increase of our foice 
in Oude, as would warrant nearly a total reduction of the 
Nabob’s present army I believe that tins measure might be 
accomplished not only with mfinite advantage to the external 
defence, but also to the internal tranquiUity of the Nabob’s 
dominions, to the safety of his person, to the stabihty of his 
authority, and to the order of his finances. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, with great respect. 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

MoRNI^GTON. 
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No LXV 

The Efrl h Ctptgin Afalcclm 

Sib, FortWIIluiD Sept 20 1753. 

Tho office of HcjidcDt at Hyderabad ImnDg^ become rocant 
by tho resignation of Colonel KirLpatricl. I have thin day 
appointed Captain KirkpotncL to snccecd him ; and it afforded 
me great satisfaction at tbo aame to have it in my po^cr to 
nominate you Assistant at that Court, having learnt from my 
brother* that, in n letter to him you had atated that such 
on appoibtment would be acceptable to you. 

In conferring this appomtment upon you, I have been 
governed by no other motire than my knowledge of the leal 
activity and dffigence with which yon have pursued the study 
of the native languages, and of tho pohtical system of India 
and 1 take this opportunity of expressing my satisfaction at 
your having made choice of a situation in which I am per 
fuaded you will render essential temee to the pubhe, and 
satiafy your honourable desire of distmctioiL 

I wish to see yon previously to your proceeding to Hydcr 
abad and as soon as it may be convenient to you after you 
shall have received this letter There are many circumstances 
relative to tho pohtical system of India, which it is proper 
you should learn &om me os early as possible it will also be 
advantageous to the pubbe service that you should thoroughly 
understand my opimon, on vanoos pomts, with a degree of 
accuracy which cannot bo conveniently stated m writing 
I therefore hope that you will contrive to visit Calcutta soon 
after the receipt of this letter 

I shall by this day s post apprise Lord Clive of your ap- 
pomtment, m order that the necessary steps may be taken 
for procuring you leave of absence firom the estabbshmeiit of 
Fort St. George. 

I wm, &C. &c« 

* MottNIWOTON 


TTw Dolce of Wellington then LJeoL-Col. WeDeder 
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The Earl of Mormngton to Loi d Clivr. 

My Lord, Fort William, SOth Sept 1798 

I have recehed your Lordship’s obliging letter of the 11th 
of Sept* this morning, for which I return you my sinceie 
thanks I shall reserve my answer on most of the important 
topics to which you have adverted until I have been enabled 
to give them a more deliberate consideration, but I am 
anxious to communicate to your Loi dship, without delay, my 
sentiments with respect to the mission of M Du Buc. Your 
Lordship is probably apprized that a veiy laige portion of 
the national troops, which weie expelled fiom the Isle of 
France a few months ago, was sent to Batavia, wheie it is 
said that they aie become veiy sickly. It appears to me pro- 
bable that Monsieui Du Buc’s domei destination ^ of which 
he speaks in his despatch to Tippoo of the 25th of August, 
may be to Batavia, foi the purpose of inducing the Fiench 
troops to take service m the Sultaun’s army, and to obtain for 
him the cooperation of the French frigates also upon that 
station Your Lordship appeals to me to have taken every 
precaution for the arrest of Monsieui Du Buc’s peison, as 
well as for the interception of his correspondence I think 
both of very great importance with a view to the discovery 
of Tippoo’s immediate plans and means of cariying them into 
effect I think it would be very advisable also, that the 
Admu’al should station a force off Tranquebai at the period 
when M Du Buc may be expected to embaik for his ultimate 
destination, and your Lordship will have the goodness to 
communicate this suggestion to the Adnural, if you should 
concur in my opinion. 

If M. Du Buc should proceed to levy a force for Tippoo 
at Tranquebar, with the connivance of the Danish Govern- 
ment , or still more, if that Government should actually assist 
him, by convoying supphes of money from Mysore (accordmg 
to the plan stated m the postcnpt of M Du Buc’s lettei of 
the 7th Sept.) your Lordship will meet with my waimest 
support, either in any representation which you may think fit 


* See p 246 
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to mnLc upon tlio subject, or in any more nctire mctuurea for 
loiiung the per»on and papers of M Du Buc and lus suite 
The proclamation of Monsieur Malartic, under which M Du 
Buc took service with Tippoo, would clearly justify such a 
representation. I am in possession of positive evidence upon 
oath, which proves that M. Du Buc avowed, m the Isle of 
rranco, that ho had engaged with Tippoo s Ambassadors for 
the express purpose of Immediate war against the Company 
Indeed the terms of his despatches to Tippoo furnish suffi 
ciont evidence of tho hostile tendency of his mission Your 
Lordship will judge according to circumstances whether 
M. De Buc 8 designs will bo best frustrated by watchmg his 
motiouf or by rnterrupting them. 

I trust that you will shortly receive the supply of )0O Iscss 
of rupees, m specie, from on hoard tho Virgtnta andBomho^ 
which will prove a seasonable relief to your finances. The 
subsidy from the Nixam will also operate to alleviate your 
burthens for the present 

Believe me, with groat esteem and respect. 

My Lord 

Your Lordship s most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Morntkoton 


No Lxvn. 

Tie Etri ^ t»ii« RttWau ti Zuciavte 
Sir, Fort'WIUlsin 21rt8epL 1798. 

I have received your letter of the 27th August and Ist 
instant and approve the measures which have been taken for 
the support of Nussun UDa Elhans suthonty and for obtain- 
ing possession of the family and treasure of Golaum Mahomed 
Khan. To the general assurance of indulgence and pro- 
tection which you have given to bis family, you may add an 
engagement that they shall not ho delivered into Gtolam 
Mahomed Khans should he hereafter demand them. 

With regard to your conduct towards Golam Ahm ed Xh a n 
^irl to be charged with an embassy from Zemaun Shah, If 
upon his arrival at Lucknow he shall appear to be properly 
accredited from the Shah to the Governor General you will 
permit him to proceed to Calcutta, but otherwise you will 
take no notice of him. 
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TliG douhlful cli.u actor of Golam Ahmed Ivlian will not 
justify nnj acknowdodttmeul of his piotondcd commission; 
5 on will thcrcfoic take no notice of him, unless Ins conduct 
should appear to lead to a suspicion of his being employed as 
a sp), in which ease lie should he requued to depart fiom the 
Viracr’s dominions. 

This direction will sene equally to guide (he Vizier’s con- 
duct towards Golun Ahmed 

It is much to he lamented that the intelligence fiom 
Zcinaun Shah’s coun(r\ should he of so ^a^^uc and unccitaiii 
a nature, that no dcpcndance can at any time he placed upon 
it, it appears to me an olqect of the first nnpnitancc to csta- 
hlishsonic regular channel for the transmission of intelligence 
from that quaitcr I request, therefore, that 30U will nmne- 
diatcl) turn \our particular attention to this point, and omit 
no efl'ort foi obtaining more collect infoimation of Zcni.uin 
Shah’s motions than we Inue hitherto been in the habit of 
rccehing. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. LXVIII. 

Lord Chic to the Eorl of Jifoi mnq'fon [^r.rfrncf ] 

My Lord, Fort St George, 22d Sept 17‘)8 

I cannot cxpicss to yourLoidship the satisfaction I feel in 
the arrival of Colonel Wellesley. I find him so easy in his 
manners and friendly in Ins communications, that I cannot 
doubt but that the more I have the opportunity of cultivatmg 
Ills intimacy, the more I shall lejoice at the presence of a 
person so neaily connected wuth your Lordship, and so en- 
tirely possessed of your view^s and intentions The infoima- 
tion which Colonel Wellesley has communicated to me, of the 
very moderate terms of satisfaction winch it is your Lordship’s 
intention to demand of the Sultaun, has relieved my mind 
from much of the sohcitude which the appearances of an 
immediate rupture had excited. We have intelhgence from 
Majoi Doveton of the Sultaun having raised a foiced loan, 
for the purpose of dischaiging the aireais due to his tioops; 
-and of an irruption of banditti into Dindigul, fi om Mr. Hurdis, 
which appeals to' be of a piedatory nature. It however ex- 
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cjtci attention from the circumstance of all commnnJcatJon 
between Tippoo s ryota ami those of the Company having 
been lately prolubrtcd 

I have the lionoor to be &c. &.C. 

Clive. 


No LXIX 

The Efl ^ /p Ijcrd CUvt 

My Lord, FortWHliam 24ih September 

My hut odncca from Hyderabad afford every reason to 
hope that the thaimsfion of the French party wiD be necom 
plUhed without difficulty or danger 
The account* from Poonah are much more ffivonrable than 
any I have received from thence The Resident Has cor 
rected hu error and u now proceeding m a nght cotrrae. It 
appear* highly probable chat Nana wiD be restored to power 
nnder a recondltadon with Emrut Rao negoaated throogh 
Colonel Palmer The effect of thu wiD be the nicceis of my 
propoaibons to the Peuhwa. Scindiah has received my letter 
with great good will, and now aenooily turns hu thought* 
towards hu own dommions where hu presence u required to 
compoae the revolt of hu tributary chiefr as well as to pre- 
pare a defence against the eventual approach of Zemaun 
Shah. The rumours are still various with regard to the itate 
of the Shah * kingdom if hu army should not be at Pesha 
wnr early m October, he cannot attempt hu projected expe~ 
dition this year The return of Scindiah to Hmdoftan would 
be a very advantageous rircunutance for us m the event of 
the Shah s approach- 

I cannot express to your Ijordihip more warmly than I 
feel it, earneat anxiety that the preparatioiu for war should 
be carried on with nnremittuig alaenty and deipatch- We 
have no other «ecunty against the deiigTu of Tippoo my 
object and my expectation u peace, and I think nothing can 
frustrate my hope* and wUhe* but the amval of a French 
force m India, or the relaxation of onr preparation* for war 
I feel the greatest satufrctioD in yonr cordial concurrence 
in the measures which I have pursued at Poonah and Hy 
•derabad and I accept with much gratitude your Lordibip » 
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suggestion refepbcting the .addition of a body of cavalry to 
tlie subsidiary forc6 in the pay of the Nizam.^ No measure 
could be more wise nor bettei calculated to give additional 
effect to the prmciples on which my whole system is founded. 
Such a body of Biitish cavahy (I mean commanded by Biitish 
officers) would for e\er secure the facility of our convoys of 
provisions in the event of a rupture with Tippoo I shall 
instruct the Resident at Hyderabad to avail himself of the 
fiist favourable moment for this improvement of our foice at 
Hyderabad 

But your Lordship is a^\ ai e that the proposition must be 
managed with caution^ and, if possible, rather encouiaged 
fiom the Nizam, than diiectly offered by us. 

For it cannot be denied that what we have already gained 
in point of influence was rather to be desired than expected , 
and if the moment had not been peculiarly favourable, we 
could not safely have ventured even so far as the hmits of my 
instructions of the 8th of July. 

To propose any fuither augmentation of our force at this 
juncture might perhaps create alarm in the wavering and 
irresolute mind of Azim ul Orara, who even now is almost 
afiaid of what he has done, and who still doubts whether he 
has enslaved himself oi established his powei on peimanent 
foundations. But, although I feel the necessity of manage- 
ment, and perhaps of delay, in the mti’oduction of any addi- 
tional force at Hydeiabad, I have little doubt that such a 
measuie will ultimately succeed, and I trust that your Loid- 
ship and I shall witness its success long befoie we return to 
Europe 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. LXX 

Majoi Gene] al Sir J H Craig to the Governor General 

My Lord, Cawnpore, 26th September, 1798 

A good deal of leisure time, and a sohcitude upon the sub- 
ject, that will not appear unnatural, have given rise to some 


* This was a suggestion of Lord Cbve’s,^ in a former letter, for the 
raising a regiment of eavalry, to be paid by the Nizam 
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rcflectlona upon the very probable event of the invation of 
Ilindostan by ^cmaun Shahj which I have committed to 
paper, and I do myaolf the honour of tranamittmg them en- 
closed to your liordship j* I have not a doubt that the aubject 
has met with every attention that it requires, and that the 
necessary stops to bo taken will have been determined by 
higher cxpenenco and better judgment than I can lay /'Iwnn 
to It is not, therefore, m any view of dictating — when I 
am conscioas that my port u to concur, to the best of my 
abilitjes, m executing, that I take the liberty of offering these 
observations* I request that they may be only considered as 
a private communication, of the value of which nobody can 
have a lesser idea; but from which if one serviceable hmt 
can he drawn, none will feel a higher gratification — thnn him 
who has the honour to be, with great respect, 

Aly Lord, 

Yoinr Lordship a most obedient ahd humble Servant, 

d H. CBjIIG 


LXXL 

Frtm tkt AImw t» <1# Btrl hJwtisgU^. 

^ (Recared September 1798.) 

What your Lordship has written resjiecting the affair m 
Dgitatjou is &om first to last strictly true. For it ii a fiict 
known to all the world that since the conclusion of the peace, 
and the execution of the treaty between the powers 

and Tippoo every possible degree of regard has been mra 
nably shewn by the three States to the principles of good 
fiuth and the obligations of fiiendship actuated by a pnnty 
of design and a wish to preserre the general tranqoilhty 
The three States have constantly pursued the enlightened 
path of truth and sincerity and stnctly adhered to the laws 
of amity and concord. But as Tippoo has now at once 
thrown off* the moat, and according to the contents of the 
proclamation issued by the Goremor of the Maunthis (of 
which a translation has, word for word been submitted by 
Captam Kirkpatrick to me) has pubhely deputed Emhassa 
dors to that island sohated an offensive and defennTC alli- 


See UtCQolr of Sir Junes Crslj' in die Appendix 
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ance with the Fiench against the English Company (which 
is, in f.ict, a declaration of enmity against the three States) 
received a body of French, furnished by his own desire and 
fixed the monthly pay of that foice, each of these acts is 
specifically and individually a flagrant instance and an incon- 
ti’overtible proof of his violation of treaty and of his hostile 
intentions, it therefore becomes absolutely necessary to take 
measures to meet the occasion, and oppose a barrier to the 
turbulence and restlessness of his disposition , and as it is 
p'ossible that when called upon, he may have recourse to his 
usual subterfuge, disavowal, his voluntary consent to that 
which may aflcbrd ample security to the three States against 
his inimical designs for the future, cannot be expected. But 
as your Lordship, actuated by the best intentions, and by a 
solicitude to preseive the general tranquillity, has deemed it 
advisable in the first instance to call upon him for the above 
purpose merely that he may have an opportunity of restrain- 
mg the violence of his designs before he involves himself in 
the calamities of war, there is no objection ; and, accordingly, 
the diaft of a demand to that ejBPect has been dehvered to 
Captam Kirkpati ick, by whom your Lordship will be inform- 
ed of the contents should it be thought proper , a letter to 
Tippoo, conformable to the terms of the draft, may be pre- 
pared and dehvered to Captain Korkpatnck so as to accom- 
pany those from your Lordship and the Peishwa, and in the 
event of his failing to return a satisfactory answer, that is to 
say, should he refuse to concede that which may afford ample 
security to the three alhed powers agamst his immical designs 
for the futuie, what doubt is there but that my forces will be 
ready to cooperate agreeably to the stipulations of the exist- 
mg treaty? 

With respect to what your Lordship writes, that “ whilst 
subjects of difference subsist between me and the Peishwa 
and' Dowlat Row Scindiah, it will be altogether impossible to 
make the necessary exertions upon this occasion, and there- 
fore Captain ICirkpatrick had your Lordship’s instructions to 
commumcate several propositions on this important subject.” 
Captam Earkpatnck, for the better consideration and com- 
prehension of those important propositions, committed your 
Lordship’s mstiuctions, fully and particularly, to writmg, and 
subnutted them to me. By that writmg your Lordship’s 
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•cntimcnta Hato been fully developed while it evinced your 
Lordalup ■ extreme intend in the welfare of my GoTernmen^ 
aa well aj your anxioua desiro to cjtabliih the tninqunhty of 
India on so hnn a basis os to preclude the danger of its being 
disturbed by those who hope to establish their own power on 
the min of oil the States of tho Deccan and Hindostan. 
These sentiments I conceive to spring from tho moat honour 
able intentions, the deepest penetration, the soundest wisdom 
and understanding m yoor Lordship — in particular, to know 
that since your amvni in India, your liordship has felt the 
deepest regret that, from vanoua detnmental causes such 
powerful States should in a short space of tune, have lost 
their former splendour and greatness and have been brought 
to their present situation { but that it was some satisfaction 
to your Xxirdship to reflect that an important mednnn may 
now arise by which all these liynnes may be repaired in such 
a manner as to give increase to the weight and unportance 
which those States formerly possessed — ti^t in promoting the 
mterest and welfare of such a powcrfiiJ State the world will 
have the most evident testimony of that love of justice pub- 
lic faith goodnais of intenbon, and disinterestedness which 
ore among the charactenstica of the English, and which are 
equally eryomed by the orders of the Company and the prin- 
ciples of the Bntish Govemment in Europe. These just 
sentnnents (I say) shew your Lordship to be endowed with 
the truest sense of honour and the highest degree of under 
stondmg and maguammity I entertaiu the fullest counctioa 
that your Lordship has in the highest degree ot heart, the 
prospenty splendour and doe arrangement of the affairs of 
my Goremment, and what your Lordship and I thus make 
the mutual object of our views through the grace of Provi 
dence will be sstisfactonly and folly accompluhed. Accord 
faigly in tho spirit of great foresight, a treaty, consistmg of 
vanoui ortjcles, for tho mcreeso of the detachment, has been 
entered into and authendcatod under, my hand and seal and 
that of the Nabob Ansto Yah (Aahn nl Oinra) and delivered 
to Captam Kirkpatrick, and a counterpart under his band 
and seal, as plenipotentiary on the part of your Ixirdship, 
has been delivered to me. It being my first wish and object 
to cement tho bonds of Union and attachment between my 
Government *nd that of tho Company m the most public 
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manner, and to shew that no division of interest subsists be- 
tween them ; and it being likewise my full intent and resolu- 
tion to avoid all aggression and encroachment upon those with 
whom I am connected by tieaties and engagements, far from 
seeking to protract the execution of the treaty in question, I 
liave deemed it most advisable to hasten its conclusion. I 
am confident that from the knowledge your Lordslup will 
acquiie of my sentiments so fully laid open by the report of 
Captain Kirkpatrick and the execution of the treaty, your 
mmd will be completely satisfied that far from having any 
wish or design to aggress or trespass upon the engagements 
subsisting with any of my friends and allies, I have no other 
view than to adhere to the dictates of good faith and equity. 
In pursuance of these sentiments I ha\ e signified to Captain 
Karkpatrick my desire for the immediate assemblage of the 
proposed detachment upon the frontier, the adjustment of 
many concerns depending upon its arrival at the Presence, 
and it will, no doubt, very shortly be collected theie accoid- 
ingly, and proceed without delay to the capital, so that the 
most efiectual means may be at hand, both for cooperation in 
the possible event of a war, and for removing the impedi- 
ments that may present themselves (to' that cooperation). 
Particulars will be fully made known to your Lordship bv 
Aristo Yah and Meer Allum, and Captam Kirkpatiick will 
also write to your Lordship very fully. 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 


No LXXII. 

From 'fippoo Sultaun, dated 2d September, 1798 

[Received 28tli September, 1798 ] 

I have had the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s friendly 
letter,* purportmg that you had received the final opimon of 
the Malabar Commissioners upon the subject of Wynaad , 
after a full exammation of every circumstance that y om Loi d- 
ship was now convinced that Wynaad belongs to me — that 
therefore you had directed the Commissioners to make a for- 
mal acknowledgment of my claim to that Taalook , but that 


* See p 154 
T 
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aome doabti yet remmnod with rcjpect to the pass {tide letter 
mntten 7th August 1798), Tambercherry whicli is below the 
Ghauts, by the Treaty of Fetco came into the Company g 
jKissession ; above the Ghauts is Wynaad, wbich comli^ 
of a few habitahons, and has for a long time been desolate. 
The Ghants are sitimtcd between, and also belong to me, 
It (Wynaad) consista of nothing but forests and heaps of 
stones. Accordingly, long ago this feet came repeatedly 
under peculiar inspectian, at the tune when measures were 
taken for the settlement of the Malabar distnets , and what- 
ever doubts there may be upon this head, will be solved by a 
reference thereto In like manner the nght to the Taaloots of 
Ameera and Saules, which appertain to Caunaul (Mangalore) 
is proved by the records of a century m which are inserted 
the names of the collectors and de^yers of the land tax 
nay a copy of the parts of those record shall be sent, when 
by referring thereto the circomstances respecting Ameera 
and Saulea, Eeserawaraseenny, &c. will bo ascertained and 
laid open. Muchief-maLars, by starting empty disputes and 
altercations, hope to accomplish their own purposes, bot by 
the fevoui of God the fountains of union and hasnony 
tween the two states possess too much punty and deamesB 
to be sulhed by the dencet of self-mterest persons Con- 
tmue constantly to gratify me by letters denoting your Lord 
ship s welfere. 

P S Sewarasemy* also belongs to me. The Taalooks 
which were ceded to the Company are particulariy enume- 
rated m the Treaty of Peace. I beg you will refer thereto 
for mfonnation, 

A true Copy N B EDHoatroitx 

PenlsQ Tmulstor to Oort. 


No LXXra. 

7l< Etri t« tie deirmeM f^tit Sea ImD* Cempeag 

Sm, ^art Wbm, October 1798. 

You will perceive that I have been called upon very early 
to make a vigorous exertion if I have failed to deserve your 
approbation, my feilare cannot be imputed to negbgcnce or 
to want of seal in your service. 


Thii rtsndi for BoenwtrsKeiuiy 
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Lord Clive’s appointment will, I trust, prove advantageous 
to the public service. I have entered into the most unre- 
served private coriespondence with him, and I have found 
him cordially disposed to cooperate with me. His letters are 
very creditable to his undei standing and disposition * he will 
have great difficulties to encountei at FoitSt. George, where 
much refoim is required, and where the management of the 
Nabob and Raj ah of Tanjoie (even under the newly established 
Government), will demand a considerable degree of skill. 

I trust that Tippoo will not venture to move without having 
ohtamed a more effectual succour from the French than they 
have yet afforded to him ; and I am equally confident that the 
vigdance of our Government at home, and of our fleets, will 
oppose every possible obstacle to the approach of the French 
towards this quarter of the globe. But I still feel the neces- 
sity of active and early preparation for war, as being the only 
security agamst all contmgencies. Such preparations must 
occasion expense this is a severe disappointment to me, but 
my duty demands that I should encounter it with firmness. 
I trust that the Court of Directors wdl feel a correspondent 
disposition, and that they will he ready to sacnfice with 
cheer fidness somethmg of present commercial profit to the 
Company for the preservation of the mam sources of our 
wealth and strength. 

I have the honor to he, &c. 

Mornington. 


No LXXIV. 

The Governor General tn Council to the Secret Committee 

Fort 'William, 1st October, 1798 

In our letter of the 4th of July, despatched overland, we 
had the honour to inform you that the Right Hon. the Go- 
vernor General had failed m his endeavours to induce his 
Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic to accede to the modi- 
fication of the treaty of 1792, formerly proposed to his High- 
ness by Lord Hobart. 

The Governor General was equally unsuccessful m his 
attempt to persuade Ins Highness to agree to any plan for 
the hqmdation of his debt to the Company. 

During his continuance at Madras, his Lordship employed. 
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for the accomplialimont of both olyccts, erery exertaon com- 
patible with the extent of the power* entnut^ to him by the 
Honourable the Court of Dlwtors, in their order* of the 
18th October, 1797 

Doth the flpint and letter of those order* required that his 
Lordihip should manifest to the Nabob every possible marje 
of respect and kmdness, and should endeavour to gam hi* 
Highness i confidence by every condhatory measure. 

The tenor of the accompanying papers will afford to your 
Honourable Committee the mean* of framing a judgment of 
the effect produced upon the Nabobs nund, by bis inter 
coarse with the Governor Generah 

From these papers U appears that, although the Nabob 
professed satisfaction m the manner m which the Governor 
General had executed the orders of the Honoorable the 
Court of Directors, hi* Highness contumed to oppose a de- 
termined resistanco to the proposed modification of the treaty 
of 1792. 

The Goyemor General is convinced that, m the actual 
state of the Nabob s temper, end of the infinenee of those 
who surround him, no hope can be entertained of persuading 
his Highneas m the present moment, to conclude any arrange- 
ment of the nature proposed to him by Lord Hobart. 

His Lordship is further of opinion that, under all the mr- 
cumstances of the Nabob s affairs, the most prudent course 
would be to suspend for the present all negotiation with hii 
Highness for the cession of aiy part of his territory to the 
management of the Honourable Company i servants 

It is however to be hoped, that the diacnsBiona which have 
taken place between the Governor General and the Nabob 
may hereafter furnish the foundation of a more beneficial 
arrangement of the Honourable Company s interest* in the 
Carnatic and the attendoo of the Governor General will be 
constantly directed to that desirable oliject. 

The Governor General thouglit it advisable to conduct the 
negooation prraapally by the means of personal mtercourte, 
with a new of avoiding a controversial correspondence which 
would have been managed on the part of the Nabob by the 
European adventurer* who still find access to hi* Highness* 
durlw 

Hi* Lordship therefore addressed no other propoction m 
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writing to the Nabob than the note of the 8th of May,’^ con- 
taining a summary statement of the propositions made to the 
Nabob, with relation to the modification of the treaty of 1792, 

Your Honourable Committee aviII observe, that his Highness 
has distinctly acknowledged that he is in the piactice of 
raismg money annually, by assessments of the revenues of 
those districts, which form the security for the payment of 
the Honourable Company’s subsidy. 

This practice is unquestionably contrary to the letter and 
subversive of the spirit of the treaty of 1792 , and it is for the 
serious consideration of the Honourable Court of Directors 
what operation this voluntary acknowledgment on the part of 
his Highness, shall be allowed to have in any future nego- 
ciation with him 

With respect to the hquidation of the sums due to the 
Company from the Nabob, his Highness appeared disposed 
to dispute every branch of the debt, excepting the new cavalry 
loan, for the hquidation of which he seemed to think he had 
already given suflScient security, by having charged it upon 
the funds now appropriated for the payment of the consoh- 
dated debt. 

The Governor General has, however, endeavoured to per- 
suade his Highness of the propriety of his advancmg, at least 
a considerable portion of the new cavalry debt, for the aid 
of the pubhc service, in the present exigency of the Honour- 
able Company’s affairs 

His Highness has not yet returned any answer to the letter 
addressed to him on this subject by his Lordship. 

The Government of Foit St George, under their mstruc- 
tion from us, will have mformed your Honourable Committee 
of the deposition of Ameei Smg, and of the estabhshment of 
Serfogee upon the musnud of Tanjore. 

We propose by the next despatch to submit to your con- 
sideration our sentiments at large with regard to the arrange- 
ments which appear to us most advisable for the final 
security of the interests of the Honourable Company in 
Tanjore. We have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington and Council. 


* See p 39 - 
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ATf/w Gtnml Sir Jtwut H Crd^ t» tie 
•Mt Ix)RD, Ctmipore, 6th October 1798. 

1 am tore jour Xiordsbip will beBeve that it ii not withot 
giving It everj attention in mj power, that I ilt down to la 
before jour Lordthip the Tariona conaideradona which hav 
presented themaelvea to mj mind, on the subject of the guei 
don upon which jour Lordabip haa honoured me with joa 
commanda that I should give jon mj opinion. 

In the conaeqaence which jour Lordahlp is pleased t 
attach to anj opinion of mine, jour Lordahip haa certaml 
manifested that confidence m mj judgment which I ahouli 
have felt to have rested upon a better mented had i 
been apphed solelj to mj ambition of being uaefiil to th 
service of mj countrjj bat whatever maj bo the sense tha 
1 entertain of mj capaettj to do it fiilJji I feel at the sami 
|time the force of the demand on me which jour Lordship haj 
ejitabliahed, that I should mahe the best return that is m mj 
power to t^e confidence that jour Lordship places in me 
and It appears to me that 1 should iD discharge that obliga- 
tion were I to confine mjself to the considering the quesdoc 
ai^ a qi^ere abstract proposition and did not enter mto it more 
ftiHj as connected with the probable orcumatances of our 
Bitnadon, in the event &om whence alone can arise the neces- 
sitj of jour Lordship s deciaioD upon it, 

I ^ve alreadj had the honoar on another occasion, to 
explain to jour Xxirdship mj ides upon the nature of our 
frontier which I shall request that jour liOrdship will have 
the goodness to cany in jour min3 m what I maj now have 
occasion to offer to jour Lordship. It is smgiilarlj tmfor 
innate and snrelj ranch to be regretted, that m the thirty 
odd jears that we maj be said to have been m possession of 
this countrj it bw I should suppose, never been considered 
in a mflitarj pomt of view as bemg within the possibilJty of 
attack henc 58 it arises, that except Allahabad which haidij 
jet deserves the name there is not a smglo fortress or place 
of strength m the whole countrj It is not necessarj to 
enter into the vanoos inconvemenccs and Indeed essential 
drcumitanccs of danger which maj arise from this defiaenej 
It IS here alladed to pnncipallj as connected with and cer 
tainlj very matenallj affecting the object m question 
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However sucli rs is llie naUn.il banicr mIiicIi limits om 
frontier, nnd Mith c\cr\ inconvenience iiliicli Me might expe- 
rience from the deficiency to which I ha\c adverted, I have 
not a doubt hut that if the arm} in tlie field is earned to 
20,000 men, the position that I h.uc pointed out in the memoir 
which IS already in joui Lordship’s hands, and the other 
measures of precaution that are there recommended to be 
adopted, would be equal to our security, although I have laid 
it down as an axiom, that it can be cndangeicd only under 
circumstances of prenous adiantagc to the enemy, by which 
his numbers will be increased to almost any extent to w'hich 
he may wnsh to carrj' them, but were we to confine ourselves 
thus solely to our own defence, however successful we might 
at present be m that obiect, I for my own part have scarcely 
a doubt, that a new and formidable power would establish 
itself in oui nearest neighbourhood, a power which would 
oierset the whole political state of Hindostan, would require 
an um emitting ^^gllance and constant state of preparation on 
our part, attended with an enormous expense, and that at last 
we should ha\e to contend for our existence, under ciicum- 
stances of infinitely greatei difliculty and einbairassment than 
those which will now attend our opposition to its first esta- 
bhshment. I ought to apologize to your Lordslnp foi thus 
obtrudmg an opinion w Inch has not been called for, but I 
have been led to it by the view of acceding, most fully, to 
the wisdom of the measuie of a junction with the Mahrattas, 
and as pomting out the grounds on winch I may allude to the 
expediency of doing it with cordiality and effect 

It appears to me to be impossible to point out any precise 
bounds at which danger commences to the army that quits a 
frontier, and to the frontier which is left by it. Its commu- 
nication, mdeed, becomes more and more precarious m pro- 
portion as it abandons the country with which it is to be 
preserved, but in aU situation, with respect to action, it is 
equally liable to the fate of war, and with respect to the 
frontier, it is impossible, except under local circumstances of 
peculiar advantage, very rarely to be met with, that it can be 
covered by any army that is advanced before it. The true 
question, however, that I think arises is, how far the object 
in view will justify the possible danger that may attend the 
movement, and the principal circumstance of consideration 
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should be, to adopt tho best measures that human wisdom 
can dcTiso, to lessen or to meet the danger, with the best 
means witbm our command. 

The expediency of a defensiro alliance with the Mahrsttas 
being admitted, it follows of conrse that as the object must 
be their defence as well as onrs, the operations of the amues 
employed must be directed by what appears to be the best 
means of accomplishing that end. It ^ not to be supposed 
that the Mahrattaa would sacrifice a part of their country m 
order to contract the lino of defence to what may lessen the 
danger to oun. Their object will be to meet the enemy on 
their irontier , and It will scarcely be practicable to make 
them comprehend that they can rcceire any advantage from 
on alliance with ns unless we join them there. Fortunately 
every step we take to defend their dominions is equally 
apphed to the protection of our own; their fitintier becomes 
in fact, omrs which is truly and eflectually covered by it; 
and having once quitted tho precise fine which would be 
obviously marked out by our coofining ourselves solely to onr 
own defence, it matters I thmk, very little whether we are 
50 miles farther from or nearer to that line. 

At the same tune that I basard this idoo, for ft wOi, I am 
persuaded, meet many opponents 1 beg your Lordship to be 
assured that I by no means overlook the consequences that 
may attend its being adopted m its fullest extent. 1 am well 
aware of the difficulty of commumcatiOD 1 am iiilly sensible 
of those that may be experienced with respect to subsistence, 
and T feel all the dangers and baxards that would attend oi 
la the anfortanste event of a defeaty Trbe 72 , aaqveatieaably 
every mfle we should have advanced would increase the peril 
of retreat I am even inclined to give additional weight to 
these circumstances, because it is my decided and fixed opl- 
Dion that our enemies are as numerous as the inhabitants of 
the country and I have not a doubt hut that a reverse of 
fortune would exhibit them starting from every tope and from 
behind every bank. But all these incouvenieDCcs and daDgers 
commence to a certain degree, the moment our army quits 
the banks of the (Janges It is to the greater or less extent 
to which they may be earned that my reasoning apphes ; and 
it 18 under the conviction that the benefits to be derived from 
a junction with the Mahrsttas will be found to justify and to 
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overbalance them all, that I observe that their being more or 
less increased by a greater or less distance from our frontier 
is of no weight when put in competition with the expediency 
of actmg with the strictest cordiality, and m the closest umon 
with those people. It is not to be imagmed that they will 
give up Delhi without a contest their first position will cer- 
tainly be beyond it. Their frontier extends to Camaul, which 
is 60 coss, perhaps something better than 100 miles from 
Delhi. I should have no hesitation to recommend that there 
should be no restriction to our advancing so far in co- 
operation with them The only condition that I would annex 
to the permission would be, that they should put into our 
hands some place of strength between Anopsheer and the 
anny, to serve as a depot and magazme. The question, in 
short, appears to me to be reducible to this Whether we 
shall meet the enemy and oppose him, though at a distance, 
under every advantage of the assistance to be derived from a 
numerous and powerful body of friends, equally mterested in 
the cause with oui selves, and masters of the mtermediate 
country between our own frontier and the scene of om opera- 
tions, by which the danger, which might otherwise arise from 
that distance, will be very considerably lessened , or whether 
we shall wait to be attacked at home, when we shall be de- 
prived of that, assistance, and when our enemy will himself 
have acquired all the advantage to be derived from mcreased 
resources, augmented numbers, and estabhshed authority, 
exerted with the ardour and enthusiasm usual in a career of 
victory and conquest, and with our own native troops, per- 
haps, labouring under all the effects of a contrary im- 
pression ? 

But in viewmg the subject of the danger attending our ad- 
vancing, it is necessary that we should advert to the numbers 
of which the army will consist that may be apphed to the 
defence of our north-western frontier I have ventured to 
suppose that that number may be carried to 20,000 men, but 
as I am entirely ignorant of the services for which, inde- 
pendent of the mtemal security of our provmces and the 
necessary attention to Fort W^ilham, the remamdei of our 
army may be required, I may err very considerably in my 
calculation on this subject. One circumstance is, how- 
ever, clear to me, and that is, that if we cannot command 
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that Dumber at least, indepondcat of the garrison of Alla- 
habad, our means of defence will be scarcely propor 
tionato to the magnitude of the danger with i^iich we are 
threatened 

After dotcnnmmg the actnal itnmgth of the army that can 
bo collected for the whole of the sernce required, it wiD then 
remain to proportion its acvcnil parts rato the difierent 
branches into which that seme© will divide itself For if it 
IB judged expedient that the principal corps shonld be earned 
beyond the frontier to any distance, that a cordial cooperation 
with OUT allies may require, I beheve there is no one will 
donbt the necessity of leaving no very inconsiderable force m 
these provinces os well to assist in guarding the passes on 
the nvor as to msure to us that command and mdoence and 
those services, that may be indispensable to onr safety 
Your Lordship jndges most rightly that, m ita present shape, 
no sort of service can be expected from the Nabob s army, 
and I am confident that without a total change m the policy 
of the Court and the manners of the people, there exiks oo 
possible means by which it can ever be rendered such as can 
merit that the cmallert d^ree of confidence should be placed 
in it The money now expended on them is thrown away 
and can only be rendered •absemenl to the object of general 
defence by being appropriated to the increase of the Com- 
pany s army Bat I much fear that it is too late to adopt such 
a measure, with the hope that any troops that would be raised 
with this view can be of sendee if the Shah s invasion 
place this season. This consideration should, however only 
act as a apur toaa to begin the attempt as early as posaibJe 
and it may pcihaps bo much focihtated by the posaibflity of 
taking into our lemce some of his battahons entire. They 
ore all, to a certain degree dismphnod, and under the charge 
of a proper selection of officers, might soon become service- 
able ^ere seems to be litdo doubt of their wiflingueu to 
engage. 

With respect to the mnnber of whidi the corps that is to 
act with our allies should consist, there appears to me to bo 
no medinoi. It should either be a simple detachment of two 
or three battalions such as was that which, under Captam 
Little from Bombay accompamed a body of the t amo people 
during the Mysore war and that which was on the same 
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occasion attached to the Nizam’s army, or it sliould consist 
of the utmost strength that can be collected, irith a due 
regard to other sen ices. I hold it for certain that in all 
situations in Mhich mc are to act nith any of the country 
powers, the whole brunt of the operations m ill rest with us ; 
noi will oui particular safetj c\er be considered by them as 
an object that can be put in competition with any dangci that 
a regard to it might entail upon themsebes. Our force 
should, therefore, be such that any misfortune that might 
befall it could ha^e no sensible influence upon the general 
state of our affairs ; or it should be such ns is suflicient for 
its own defence, — as can, if necessary, act upon the means 
mIiicIi it possesses Mithin itself, and as can gne us that in- 
fluence, and entitle us to that pre-eminence, 'which it is so 
essential for us on all occasions to preserve. A medium force 
would only expose us to insult fiom our arrogant and selfish 
friends, and to defeat and rum fiom our more open enemies, 
whilst the deficiency which might be occasioned in our general 
means of defence, by a loss which as such would be consi- 
derable, might \ery materially cripple, peiliaps render vain, 
our further cffoits. Could, by any means whatever, the 
acting army be earned to any thing neai the strength I have 
proposed, and could a coips of five or six thousand men be 
formed at the same time in these pronnees, and provided 
decisive measures for the tranquillity ofRohilcund be adopted, 
I should certainly imagine that we might hope to give the 
Shah such cause to repent his incursion as would secure the 
future tranquillity of Hmdostan, at least from foreign mvasion, 
for some time. 

I feel, my Lord, that m what I have hitherto had the 
honour of offermg to your Lordship, I have in some shape 
departed from the datum upon which your Lordship’s ques- 
tions seems in some degree to be founded Your Lordship 
observes, that it will be necessary to consider the terms of a 
defensive league, to which, whether Scmdiah shall be a party 
or not, the Rajpoots and Seiks must be ipvited, whereas I 
have confined myself entirely to the supposition of an alhance 
and hearty cooperation ■with the Mahrattas , that is, I pre- 
sume, with Scindiah, without once advertmg to either the 
Rajpoots or the Seiks. 

The truth is, my Loid, that, ivith all deference to better 
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roformation, and atill greater to belter judgment, it doc* not 
appear to mo that it can be practicable for ua to enter mto 
any nfliance witb cither of the Power* mentioned, but through 
the Mohra tta i , if I may uae the expre*«oiL I mean by it 
that it I* utterly impoaiible that we can jom or cooperate with 
the former but by the concorrence and m concert with the 
latter, for we cannot even commumcate but through the do- 
mimon* of Scindiab Exclosire of the geographical difficulty 
there would I apprehend, be found a much greater in the 
inveterate hatred that exi*ts between the two people. An y 
communication between ua and the Seiki, without the parti* 
cipation of Scindiah, would excite a jealousy that would, I 
fear, be fatal to our headship with the latter The Mme 
drcumstances exist with respect to the most powerfbl of the 
Rajpoot*, the Riyahs on the wc*tem frontier of Scindiah* 
territory It appear* therefore to me, that if we cannot form 
an alhance with Scindiah, it will be difficult, if not nnpoaaTble, 
to form any other If Indeed, wo can convince him of his 
true mterests, I beheve it wOl be an ea*y matter to engage 
the Rajah of Jyiugor and others whose temtone* are adja- 
cent to his for it is inpoanble that they can be desiroo* 
that the Shah should estitohsb himself in these parts With 
respect to the Sciha, the task may be more difflcolL What 
advantages can we hold out to induce them to act m co- 
operation with us t They will naturally ask if we expect that 
they should abandon then* country and possessions to join os, 
and of what use we can be to them while posted on the fron- 
tiers of the Mahratta domhuonsf The answers to these 
questions seem difficult 

Another consideration arise* however, upon thi* subject 
Suppose the Seiki were found to be cordially disposed to join 
m the league, and should the Mahrattas on them part be 
equally wiUiiig, would it be expedient that wc should carry 
our operations to the length of advancing mto the country of 
the former upon which terms alone it would be possible to 
bring into action the united force* of the three Powers T 
I do not, mdeed, think the case is likely to occur, In which a 
decision msy be necessary on this question, at Iea*t beyond a 
certam degree. If the Shah came* hi* intentions Into effect, 
he IS probably at this moment on his march and the fate of 
the Seik frontier, most likely ofLahore itself will be deaded 
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long before we can possibly be at hand to take a part in the 
contest Oui movement, therefoie, to that extent, cannot in 
any case be necessary, but the Rajah of Patiala is lepre- 
sented to be a powerful prmce, commanding at all times a 
force of 10,000 horse, and as many footmen, and capable of 
raising many moiein case of necessity. His teriitories border 
on those of the Mahiattas and should the Seiks have re- 
mamed disunited and separate, or should he by any means 
have escaped the effects of any defeat which his countrymen 
may have suffered on the frontier, so that his force may 
remain entire, and pi obably increased by the junction of such 
as may have escaped the Shah's army , — I think such an ad- 
dition of strength would be an object, and would justify a 
further advance , but certainly not unless our force were such 
as would command the respect of both parties, and place us 
in the light of umpires, capable of enforcmg our wishes on 
eithei. 

I have no doubt of the Mahrattas readily acceding to any 
alhance your Lordship may propose^ and Scmdiah’s return 
seems more probable now than it did when your Lordship’s 
letter was written, but even should that event not take place, 
though it will be a circumstance much to be legretted, as 
crippling the energy with which his strength might be exerted 
under his own direction, yet it would appear that the ap- 
proach of so manifest a danger must unite all parties to avert 
it, which they would be perhaps more mchned to do under 
om controlhng influence than if they were left to themselves. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and 

Most humble Servant, 

J H. Craig 
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Tits Esri of hhruittgtM to tks Ho» Jonstht* Dncsat 
Sin, Fort WHliam 8th October 1798 

I concur with you In tblnlung that the semcea of the na 
tivc agent whom j'ou have appointed to reiide at Bushire 
may be usefully employed for the purpoae mentioned in that 
letter and os the probablhty of the invasion ofHindostan 
by Zemaim Shah aeems to increase,* I am of opinion that 
Mehdy Ah Khan cannot too soon commence lus operations at 
the Court of Baba Khan, or of whatever person may bera the 
exerdse of the sovereignty of Persia. It would certainly be 
a very desirable object to excite such an alarm m that qnar 
ter as may either raduce the Shah to relinquish his projected 
expedition, or may recal him should he have actually em- 
barked in it 

I am not possessed of suffidont mfonnation respecting the 
state of Persia, or the vievni of the mhng power in that conn 
try to enable me at present to fumisb Mebdy Ah Khan with " 
any specidc instructionj or powers for the attainment of the 
object m contemplatioQ. Unol therefore his fbture conimu 
nications shah have o^oed a more distinct new of the sub- 
ject, we can only be authomed to offer to the Persian Go- 
vernment, m return for any efficient measure which it shall 
twV»s for the purpose of divcrtcig Zemaun Shah from his 
designs against Hmdostan, such supphes of arms and mihtary 
stores as may be required, and as yon may be able to famish 
If the credentials already provided for Mehdy Ali Khan by 
your Government should appear insufficient to procure him 
due attention from the ruling power in Persia on the more 
important pomts now proposed to bo committed to his ma 
nagement, it will be proper to furnish him with such addi 
taonal letters and powers as may be suitable to this object 
These instruments may at present proceed from your Govern 
ment, hercafrer it may be necessary that tboj should issue 
from myself 

It hns been suggested to me and I understand it was tiie 
opinion of Sir Charles Malet, rbsf a further diversion of the 
Shah f force might be created by our affording certain cn 
coumgement to the nations occupying the Delta and lower 
See letter* of Zenaao Shot la ibe Vppendix 
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parts of the Indus, who have been stated to be much dis- 
affected to the Government of the Shah ; I wish you to give 
this pomt the fullest and most serious consideiation ; to state 
to me youi ideas upon it and in the mean while to take any 
immediate steps which shall appear proper and practicable to 
you. 

I have the pleasure to mform you that Admiral Ramier has, 
at my recommendation, resolved to proceed with the prmcipal 
part of his squadron to the Malabar coast, as soon as possible 
after the change of the monsoon This arrangement will, I 
trust, lelieve you from the apprehension of any material m- 
convemence under the unavoidable detention of the Bombay 
frigate in this quarter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington 


No LXXVn. 

TJie Earl of Mornington to the Resident at Luchnotc 
Sir, Fort William, October 10, 1798 

I shall be glad to receive your promised suggestions le- 
spectmg the means of obtaimng early and correct intelligence 
from Zemaun Shah’s country, but I desire you wdl not delay 
the execution of any practicable plan for this purpose, to so 
late a period, as the time when you could receive my appro- 
bation of your ideas. Some time since I instructed the Resi- 
dent with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to take an early opportunity 
of concertmg measures with you and Sir James Craig, with a 
view to the attainment of this desirable object 

It has occuned to me that it may be possible for an agent 
estabhshed at Cabul to open with Surat and Bombay, by the 
route of Bikhei and the Indus, a commimication which would 
be more secure, and, perhaps, more expeditious, than any at 
present in use A trial of this route might at least be made, 
by transmittmg through it duphcate despatches only m the 
first instance. I shall request Mr Duncan to consider this 
suggestion, and I desire you will also examine how far it may 
be likely to lead to a practicable and beneficial plan. 

I approve of the measures which have been adopted for the 
purpose of remforcmg the troops m Rohdcund, and when the 
whole shall have been assembled under Major General Stuart, 
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I direct that every projwr ond necei*ary atop to bo taten m 
order ofiFectually and speedily to cruib every remaining »ced 
of commotion In that count77 
To this end it Isj no doubt, n measure of pnmary neccinty 
that nH the aona of Fyxoollah Khan now nt Rampoor ahonlil 
be removed without delay to Lucknow I shall be glad to 
learn that th^y have ocqineaced without difficulty m the 
Viaiers requisition to this efiecL But if they should mani- 
fest a disposition to resist his authonty they must be com- 
pelled to yield to it. , 

It Is, for the same reaaon, highly expedient that the Ris- 
talhdars Omar Khan, Gbolam Hnasain Khan Sonnoo Khan 
and Mahomraed Syde Khan should not only be divested of 
their commaods, but removed out of the country and I 
accordingly desire you wfll take the necessary measures for 
securing as soon os possible the persons of these officers, who 
must in the first instance be sent to Benares whence they may 
afterwards, if reqtdate, bo ordered to Calcutta. I hare given 
this direction under the suppoaitfoD that you are possessed 
of sufficient proofs to warrant a belief that the Rissalbdars 
have entered Into engagements inconsisteDt with their duty 
towards the Vuner and the Company ; under this supposition 
the Rissalhdars \ce not entitled to the benefit of the obliga 
tion signed by Sir Robert Abercromby and Mr Cherry 
If the course of afiTairs should again bring the person of 
Golanm Mahomed Khan mto our hands (an event which I 
anxiously desire) he will have no claim to any fiitino indul- 
gence thm GovermneDt, and he most, without any stipu 
lationB in his favor, be despatched without delay to Calcutta. 

I am. Sir, &c. MoRiOKoroK 


No liKXVm 

T%0 ths Righi Henry Dndt 

Mr PEAS Sib PortWiUko October u 17S6. 

I proceed to submit to you the progress which I have 
been able to make m my proposed measures for frustrating 
the designs of Tippoo and of France. My objects, as already 
described to you,* have been to assemble the army on the 
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coasts of Coromandel and Malahai , to ic\up out dcfcnsue 
alliances against Tippoo, and to check the gronth of the 
French influence in the Deccan , to secure the presence of 
the fleet on the coast of Malabai at the earliest possible 
period ; and to lay the foundations of a peimanent improve- 
ment of the mihtai}'- establishments of Fort St. George, and 
of the defences of the Carnatic 

From my private con espondence with General Hams, and 
from the letter of the Government of Fort St. Geoige ad- 
dressed to mein Council, under the date of the 10th of July, 
you -will learn the counteraction nhich I have met in my en- 
deaA ours to place oui possessions upon the const of Coroman- 
del in a lespectable posture of defence. 

From the whole tenor of my coirespondcnce, public and 
private, as well as from e\ery document contained in my des- 
patches since my nriival in Bengal, you will perceive that so 
far from imagining that I can ever be called upon to justify 
my oiders for assembling our armies in the Peninsula of In- 
dia, my only doubt has been, whether I ought not to have 
-attempted a bolder effoit, with a view of anticipating the me- 
ditated attack of Tippoo, and of his French allies. The 
measures of pieparation and defence which I have ordered, 
are so e\udently essential to the preservation of the British 
Empire in India, that I should have deemed myself absolutely 
unpardonable if I bad either neglected to order them, or had 
been deterred from carrying them into elfect by such argu- 
ments as those which you will find in the lettei of the lOth 
■July, from the Government of Fort St. George. 

The ai my, however, is assembled on the coast of Coroman- 
del, and although wholly inadequate at present to purposes 
of offence, it at least affords a better protection to the Car- 
natic than when dispersed, and when utterly imable to offer 
any sort of resistance on any part of our frontier. 

I shall be able to reinforce the army m the Carnatic by an 
addition of about 3,000 volunteers from the native regiments 
on this estabhshment, as soon as the state of the season will 
adnut of landmg them at Madras. The volunteers have 
offered themselves for embarkation under the proposed 
bounty -with veiy great alacrity, and I am persuaded, if the 
number had not been limited by my oiders, it would have 
been much more consideiable. The men who have turned 

VOL I. TJ 



200 


THE EAUL OP MOnNTNQTON, TO 


Oct. 


out for service arc chiefly those who hare already been on 
the coast and hare obtained medals for their flemces, they 
arc hi fact the flower of tho army 

At Bombay I have found no obstacles whatorer in carrying 
into effect the osiembling of the army and I have every rea 
son to bo satisfied with the seal and vigilance of Mr Dimcan 
and General Stuart, and with the excellent abilities of the 
latter, I trust that the army at Bombay and m Malabar, is 
now in a forward state of preparation 

Tho Government of Fort St. George previously to the 
amml of Lord Chve (having m then* letter of the lOth July* 
deprecated every measure of precaution for the protection of 
the Camabc against the threatened invasion of Tippoo) ex 
pressed in their letter of the Sd of Angnstf an equal disrach- 
nation to the orders which I had given for assembling a de 
tachment m tho Guntoor Circar with a view to the revrral of 
onr defensive alliance with the Nlsam, and to the destruction 
of tho French party at Hyderabad. The opposition pro- 
ceeded m both instances from the same quarter and was met 
by me with the tame determination to pursue the Ime of my 
dnty to the best of my judgment, to enforce the execution of 
my orders and to reprove the factious spirit which bed at 
tempted to obstruct ^em 

In pursuing this course I have concluded a subsidiary 
treaty with the Nixam on the prmciples stated to you m my 
private letter No 6 J m my instructions of the 8th Jaly,f to 
the Residents at Podnah and Hyderabad, and m my muinte 
of the 12th August.[l A copy of that mmute and a tranala 
bon of the treaty for your private use, accompany this letter ; 
you will find some parts of the translabon rather awkwardly 
expressed, but as Ae substance of tho sbpnlabons appeared 
to me highly favourable io our interests, and as any delay 
might have haxarded the success of tho whole plan I ratified 
'the treaty without alterabon, Bemg satisfied with the manner 
in whjch Captam Kirkpatrick, the Actmg Resident at Hydora 
had had executed my uutnicbons, I have appointed him Re- 
sident at that Court m tho room of his hfother Colonel Kirk 
patncL who has resigned. 

Iwin indebted to the firmness and spirit of General Hams 
for having assembled the Guntoor detacliment with every 
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po-^iMo (Iciiroo of cNprditmn liut \ou will ob‘'Or\c 1)\ (lu* 
loftier- from llie Uc'^idcnt nt lUdornbad, tliat wliothor from 
nrnlccl or xulful ouhsmoh in *-omc of ibc c\iburdinn(e dcpnrl- 
of oflico ft( St. George, tlte troops bad not been 
fnnnsbcd witli monej sunicient to enable tlu'in to quit tbo 
Compain’s ternlor]e‘<. Uln^^ ( irnniKtanco niu'^t ictard tlieir 
ad\nncc to Ilulerabul. I *.101, boncncr, onteitnin little 
doubt tint I sb’dl ‘^oon be ( n.ddrd to foninrd to \ou tbe lu- 
tellnrencc of tlie eomplete disni'n^ion of tbe I'reneb p.irtn 1 
look upon tint c\enf t<t be not onh bi({bl\ desirable on ge- 
neral grounds but indispensable to tbe ]iossd)iIit} of innin- 
t lining a contest uitb Tippno if lie sbonid Ibink fit to attack 
us, cspecinllx if be sbonld reeene .iin succour from France 
I refer }ou on tins point to ni) minute of tbe 12tb of August 
'J’be transactions at Poonab mil sbon lion aetnc Tippoo bas 
been at ibat Court, and bow dangerous an influence lie main- 
tains there throiigb tbo intiigucs of Go\ind Kisbcn. Although 
U difiicuU jet tti form an\ ccitaiu judgment of the issue of 
tbe ncgocintion at Poonab, I .nn disjioscd to believe that the 
conclusion of the treat) of Ihdornbnd, undei tbe circum- 
stances of an opening being l(‘ft for the accession of the 
Pcishwa, will induce him to enter speedily into our views 
lie stated no objection when Colonel I’abner first apprised 
him of our intended arrangements in favoiu of the Ni/am, 
and be lias hitherto declared bis intention to fulfil Ins defen- 
sive engagements with us, in the event of hostilities with I\Iy- 
sorc If, however, be should prove unfaithful, the aflturs of 
the Mabratta empire are still so disordcicd, that tbe utmost 
we can now apprehend is the neutrality of the Court of Poonab 
Under such circumstances it will certainly be a most import- 
ant advantage to have secured the cordial cooperation of the 
Nizam, and to have removed all Fiench influence in the 
Deccan 

Since I liave begun this letter, I have received a despatch 
from Colonel Palmer, giving an account of Ins having an- 
nounced to the Peisliwa the conclusion of the treaty of 
Hyderabad. The Peisliwa received the commumcation 
without the least symptom of jealousy or alarm, expressed his 
own wish to enter into similar engagements with the Com- 
pany, and signified his intention of opening an immediate 
negotiation with Colonel Palmer for that purpose. Colonel 
Palmer, howevei, does not believe that the Peisliwa will entei 
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cordially into our viowb, nnloBS Nona shnll bo restored to the 
fldminiftration, an event which i« expected to happen inthin 
ft short period of tune. 

If the Peishwa shall ultimately accept my propositions it 
18 my intention to cement tho whole of my plan by a new 
treaty of dofcnsire aHiance between the Company the Nixam 
and tho Pcishwaj the stipnladons of which shall remedy 
every defect m the subsistuig treatiesj by defining whatever 
IB vague, and by oxplouung whatever u obscure In our pre- 
sent reaprocal engagements This was an object which 
I/ord Cornwallis endeavoured to accomplish during the last 
months of his continuance in India. It is uiKjneatioiiably not 
only a desirable, bate necesaary nnprovement of our security 
m the present cnsit, the subsisting defensive treaties with the 
Nixam and the Peishwa being very ambiguous and loose os 
well as defective m many essential articlea. 

The drcumatances of the moment will probably enable me 
to extend our system of defensive atUance to the case of a 
French mvasion in India whether connected or not with the 
cause of Tippoo As our treaties now stand, if ft French 
army were to land In any part of our territory, we could not 
claim assistance either firam the Nixam or from the Peishwa 
unless Tippoo had previously avowed a connection with the 
French or had manifested the existence ofit by lome overt act, 

Scmdiah has received my proponbons very favourably and 1 
hare every reason to bebeve that he will endeavour to return 
toHindoBtan where the internal commobons m his domnuons 
and the increasing mmours of the approach of Zemaun Shall 
render bis presence absolutely necessary to his own preserva 
bon. The situation of Scindiah is at present sucli that we 
have a good deal to hope and nothing to fear from bun. He 
win be useful to us if he should return to hii own dominions 
and if he sbonld not hit power must fall to min. 

In my letter No 6*1 informed you that I had actuaDy for 
warded a representation to Tippoo and had caDed on tlie 
allies to concur In it the fact was that I had drawn a paper 
for that purpose and had prepared it for despotch to both 
the albed Courts but a more full consideration of the whole 
pohbcal state of India mduced me to think that it would be 
advisable to postpone any remonstrsnee to^Tippoo until our 
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pieparations should be further advanced, and until I had 
been able to ascertain the disposition of our allies, as well as 
their means of assisting us in the event of a contest with 
M3^sore It appeared also to me that tlie presence of a Bri- 
tish fleet upon the coast of Malabai might incline the Sul- 
taun to give a more seiious consideration to our representa- 
tions. A further advantage which recommended this delay 
V as, that it would afford me the oiiportunitj'- of accommodat- 
ing the nature and extent of my propositions to my means of 
enfoicing them My minute of the 12th of August, will fur- 
nish you ivith the outline of the remonstrance winch I should 
hope we may be enabled to make to Tippoo without the hazaid 
of an immediate war, and vitli the piospect of obtaining from 
him some degree of secunty against his future machinations. 

The diaft of a letter to Tippoo which I haveieceived fiom 
the Nizam and the Peishwa, (and which forms a number m 
the packet of the 3id October, addiessed to the Secret Com- 
mittee) will seive to piove the sense which our allies entertain 
of Tippoo’s aggression, as well as then concurrence in my 
pimciples with legard to the geneial nature of the satisfac- 
tion to be required from him. You will obseive, howevei, 
that I have still reseived to myself the powei of flaming the 
remonstrance to Tippoo accordmg to the circumstances of the 
conjuncture in which it may be expedient to apply to him. 
The moment I trust is not fai distant when the French party 
shall have been expelled flom the Deccan, when the fleet 
shall be on the coast of Malabar, and when our military pre- 
parations shall be sufiiciently advanced to enable me to bring 
every point of difference with Tippoo to a distmct issue. 

By my correspondence with Admiral Ramier, you will per- 
ceive that I have mduced him to proceed immediately to the 
coast of Malabar, I tiust this disposition of the fleet will 
prove an efiicient check upon Tippoo’s intercourse with the 
French. 

My instructions to the Government of Foit St, George on 
the subject of the defects in their military establishments were 
despatched on the 20th July"* I have not yet received the 
repoit which I desiied , and I have reason to appiehend that 
the necessary preparations foi the defence of the Cainatic, 
aie carried on with less zeal and energy than the occasion 
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require*. Even now tliat Government appear* nnwiUnig to 
puih our prcparationB with the requiaitc alacrity, leat the for 
wardncii of our defence should invite an attacl. fromTippoo at 
an earher period than ho would otherwise be disposed to move. 
I know that Uppoo will attack tu, whenever ho shall nnagmo 
that ho can do so with advantage but I never can behove that 
his mclmadon to make the attacl will increase m proportion 
to the augmentation of onr moans of repelling it. In the de 
fenceless state in which I found onr possessions on the coast 
of Coromandel, at a time when a large proportion of Tippoo i 
army was actually in the field, the Carnatic lay completely at 
his mercy It was however probable at that tune, as it is 
now that Tippoo would not be disposed to move previously 
to the arrival of an additional force from France an event 
which was not to be expected nndl after the close of the mon- 
soon on the coast of Malabar Under these circnmstanee it 
was apprehended by the Government of Fort St. George that 
any attempt to collect our forcea might induce Tippoo to mate 
an immediate attack upon the Carnatic. 

I felt at that early period that a moment of haxard must be 
passed durmg the necessary mterral between the commence* 
mcDt of our preparntioiLS and the time when they would be 
so far advanced as to secure us against the effects of a sudden 
blow The degree of this haiard appeared to me to be m- 
connderable but if It had been greater I should have in- 
curred it rather thnn have relied on the other alternative of 
remaining in a defenceless state, and trusting to the forbear 
ance of Tippoo. 

General Hams s private letters wiH shew the duration of 
the penod of danger accordmg to his opmion. 

It win not escape your observation that the argument of 
the Government of Fort St George against the prudence of 
arming would hare been strouger every day m exact propor 
bon to the progress of Tqjpoos preparabons. The danger 
therefore of tnkmg any steps for our defence would have in- 
creased with tho probability of the attack oud the moment 
must ultimately have arrived m which wo should have been 
compelled either to assemble our army under circumstances 
of augmented danger or to abandon all hope* of resistance 

My judgment clearly was and is that the earbeit possible 
efibrt to recover onr means of repelling the enemy must be 
ot all time* tho safest step which could be taken. Having 
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held this opinion even before the commencement of our pre- 
parations, I now feel still moie strongly the absolute neces- 
sity of mgmg them with every pi acticable degree of despatch, 
until we shall be in a state to meet Tippoo in the field either 
foi purposes of offence or of defence. 

The engagements which Tippod has contracted with the 
French, and the public proofs which he has given of his 
readiness to receive in Mysore as large a force as they can 
furnish, are circumstances which form a new featui’e m our 
pohtical situation in India. The intercepted correspondence 
between M Dubuc and Tippoo contams an additional pi oof 
of the nature of Tippoo’s connection with the French, as 
well as of bis present views. On their part the French have 
not only manifested ever)^ intention to cooperate with Tippoo, 
but I am bound to conclude, fi om all the intelligence which I 
have been enabled to obtain, that they have actually fitted 
out considerable armaments with a view of reaching India, 
either by the Cape of Good Hope, or through the Red Sea, 
or by a combined attempt through both passages If they 
should attempt the passage by the Cape, and should succeed 
in' eluding the vigilance of oui fleets (an event at least possi- 
ble) they might land upon the coast of Malabar a force which 
would become fonnidable to us m an unprepared Condition. 
On the other hand, it is hardly to be supposed that with oui 
army in the field, on the coast of Malabar, it would be prac- 
ticable for the French to convey, by the Cape of Good Hope, 
without interiuption from our fleets, any foice so considerable 
as to be a subject of alarm to us. 

I have just now learnt, though from doubtful authority, 
that the French obtamed possession of Alexandria in the 
month of June, combming this report with the news leceived 
from Europe of the sailmg of the fleet from Toulon towaids 
the middle of May, the event, howevei extiaordmary, is not 
improbable. If the French really have taken Alexandria, 
difficidt as the attempt may be, I conclude that they will omit 
no exertion to assist Tippoo,^ and, at least, will use every 
means to mstigate him to war. The teiror of their victory 
in Egypt (where I hear they have made an immense slaugh- 


* See Napoleon Buonaparte’s letter to Tippoo from Egyjit m the 
Appendix 
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ter) wilJ greatly scrre their CMuae In India, and pcrhapf elate 
Tippoo BO highly ob to indoco him to commence hoitilitie«. 

My mlbnnation, however, leads me to beheve that even 
without meeting any oppoaidon m Egypt, the French could 
not reach India from ^ence in any mnnherf for a conndera 
ble tnne, and that if a rigflant cruize of three or four ehips 
could bo established off the Straits of Babelmandel, it would 
bo nearly nupracticable for any vetsels which the French 
could collect in the Red Sea to force a paagage through the 
Stnitit, But I am not yet apprized whether the Admiral will 
be able to provide for tlu* object without abandoning the 
protection of the trade of Bombay and of the coast of M* 
labar It appearg possible that a part of the armament from 
Toulon may be deatmed for India direct, while the remainder 
shall operate in Egypt a squadron leaving the Mediterra 
nean with this view before the end of May might have entered 
the Red Sea before the Admiral can have occupied the Straits 
of Babelmandel This is not, I trust, a probable, but it ib 
far from an zmpostfbla event, and Its consequences ^roxjld he 
to remove a main obstacle to the operations of the French 
against India from Egypt Whether, therefore the operations 
of the French against India be directed through the ordinary 
passage by the Cape of Good Hope or through the Red Sea, 
or through both it is equally meumbeat on us to mambiTn 
Bombay and Malabar in a respectable posture of defence. I 
have already suggested the possibility of Tippoo i mind being 
so elevated by the first account of the French successes m 
Egypt as to break out mto munediate hostihties. These con> 
sidersbons apply not only to the necessity of keeping the 
field m Mslabar but to that of continmng the army m the 
Carnatic in a state of forward preparabou 

On the north western fronbor of India a greater probability 
appears than has yet existed, of the approach of .Zeinaan 
Shah# Gbolam Mahommed the RohlUa Chief who was the 
leader of the rebelhon in 1794' is returned into Rohllcnnd 
with a mission from the Shah and is endeavouring to ezato 
the BohlUs Cbiefi to commobon. This premature step ol 
though a strong indlcabon of the serious mtonbons of the 
Shah win, I tnut enable mo to give an immediate check to 
the spirit of revolt m that quarter from which he would have 
derived great assistance m any attempt upon the frontier of 
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Oude Witli this view, I have invested Sir James Craig 
with the command of the troops in the Vizier’s dominions, 
and I have directed the corps stationed at Futteh Ghur to 
advance into Rohilcund for the pm*pose of securing the per- 
sons of the leadeis of the projected revolt, and of crushing 
the seeds of commotion before they shall have gained any 
height Even aftei this object shall have been accomphshed, 
it will still be necessary to maintain a large force on the fron- 
tier of Oude, as long as any danger of Zemaun Shah’s ap- 
proach shall exist. 

The necessity of protectmg Ceylon, and also our various 
acquisitions in the Eastern Seas, has diminished our disposa- 
ble force at Madras, and in some degree at this Presidency. 

If the French should be enabled to reach the coast of 
Malabar with any considerable force, I am persuaded that 
one of their first objects would be to seize Goa, as being the 
strongest place and the best harbour in which they could rea- 
dily estabhsh themselves in that part of India. From Goa 
they would have the power, with great advantage, of affoid- 
ing assistance to Tippoo, as well as of receiving, from time to 
time, whatever succour might be furnished fi’om their newly 
acquired domimons in Egypt. 

Having at a very early period foieseen the importance of 
Goa, I have already obtained much information on the sub- 
ject from Mr. Duncan and General Stuart, and I mean to 
direct them to endeavour to take the most effectual means for 
protecting it against any attempt of the French This ope- 
ration may possibly require a considerable force. If the 
Peishwa should revert (as I trust he will) to his formei wish 
for the aid of a subsidiary force from the Company, this ser- 
vice will also become an additional call upon our army at 
Bombay. The combination of all these circumstances, on 
eveiy side of India, will probably require an inciease of our 
force at all the Presidencies You will observe, howevei, 
that the greater part of the expense of this augmentation at 
Fort St. George and Bombay will be defrayed by the Nizam 
and by tbe Peishwa ; and by referring to my letter to the 
Secret Committee, undei date the 3id October, you will per- 
ceive that it IS my intention to provide for the expense of the 
augmentation of oui aimy in the proimce of Oude by a pio- 
poitionatc lediiction of the Viziei’s present mihtarj esttiblish- 
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Tucnt, and by charging him with the pay of onr Increa*ed 
force. 

It ifl my intention, by tho flhip whicli came* thia despatch, 
to rcprcaont to Lord Macartney and to Sir Hugh Chnitian 
the necessity of tbcir contribntmg to the defence of the coast 
of Malabar, pronded they thoD be satisfied that the efforts 
of the Frchch are directed solely to India, and that no attach 
IS to bo apprehended against tho Cape I should hope that, 
under such circumstance*, we might expect to reccire from 
the Capo the assistance of several ships of war and at least, 
one regiment of European infimtry, before the end of the 
month of February I also place great rohanco on your n 
gilanco and alaenty being persuaded that my letters from 
the Cape M, Malardc t proclamation and the movements of 
the French towards India, will have concurred to induce you 
to reinforce the army and navy in this quarter My endea 
voors shall he directed to keep our expenses on the lowest 
possible scale consisteat with the permanent security of our 
posieitumi 

Whatever ms}' be the result of this crisis I trust that your 
opimou and that of my fiends at home will be that I have 
not been deficient, either m dihgence or sea), for the public 
Bomce. My health is now and has been throughout the 
whole of the ramy season much more {avourahle than I have 
Temembered it for some year* past in England, a circum- 
stance remarkably fortunate under so great a pressure of 
busmess. I am confident that the ultimate issue of this alarm 
win be prosperous to our affiun, but I do not apprehend 
that I shah find myself oppressed by the labour to which any 
turn of our fortune may lulgect me my mmd would be per 
fectly composed, Ilf I could expect to meet a correspondent 
disposition m those who must be charged with the execution 
of my order*. J refer you to my secret and confidential let 
ters for an eigjlanation of my apprehensions on this point, 
the sole oliject of my snxiety, and the only -real peril m tho 
present situation of India, 

Believe me, &c. 

MoHNmOTOW 

P S I have annexed to tbn letter two papers drawn up by 
Captam Malcolm, late Town Major of Fort St, George one 
on the state of Tippoo* army and resource*, the otber a ge- 
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apt to obtrude opinions, or to step oat of my sphere m the 
presumption of offering odneo. The only merit to which I 
lay any chum is that of on ardent seal in the service of my 
country, but I wish not that it should be intemperate npd i! 
I assume the hberty on this occasion, of wxtmumg o. pricaie 
correspondence with your Lordship you owe it to the honour 
which you did mo in yonr first letter by the franhuess of 
which I was led to behere that It would be received by )our 
Lordship precisely m the light m which alone I can assure 
you It IS ventured upon. 

1 have not heard Colonel CoDins since be left dm for 
Futtyghur In the conversation that I had with him here I 
endeavoured to impress bun with a conviction of the neces- 
sity of his losing no tune in entering mto the negomation with 
which ho IS charged, and I am sure he was himself sensible 
of It hut smee we have such good reasons for believmg that 
the Shah has actually begun his march so far as to be on 
the banks of the Attoclc upwards of twenty days ago I now 
fbel It to be of double unpoitiuice that he should proceed 
without an instants delay I am concerned to have to say, 
that from all the infonnation 1 can get, and I have made 
every inquiry m my power 1 am led most firmly to behove 
that the Seiks, if left to themselves will not make any oppo- 
aition at all to the Shah s approach or if they do that it 
win be very feeble. I believe indeed, that the power of the 
Seiks rests very much upon opinion, and that in the day of 
trial the delusion will appear I neither behere them to be 
so numerous or so hardy as they have been represented 
although sufficiently so to it over the real inhahitonts of 
the country for I Tnaka no doubt that your Lordship is aware 
that the Seiks are not the fortieth part of the inhabita n ts of 
the district over which they have estabhsbcd their dominion. 
The mass of these are a mixture of JJussulmen and Hhidoos 
the former of which from every motive, and the latter m de 
testation of the oppressions of their present Lords wiD re- 
joice in the Shah s approach, hfothmg I behere can produce 
any important exertion from the Seiks bat a junction with 
the Alahrattas } and gmog even credit to tho letter from 
k Ti mmtl, whatever appearance it may carry of tho probahihty 
of such an event, I still unnguie it will be with difficulty qc 
compluhed, but under your Lordship s auspices but I much 
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doubt the ability of the Maluattas themselves to assemble m 
time such a force as will give confidence to the others There 
IS no appearance of it that I can yet heai of, they are quaiel- 
hng among themselves at Delhi, without seeming much to 
think of the danger ivith which they aie threatened. The 
Attockisbut a little better than 4-00 coss fiom Dellii, a space 
that may with the utmost ease be maiched in si\ weeks, and 
that without adverting at aU to the celeiity with which the 
Shah’s aimy is reported to move. If, (and it is no veiy im- 
piobable supposition) despising the Seiks, whose behaviour 
in 1796 was no ways such as to give him cause to hold them in 
high estimation, the Shah should adopt a bold step, and, 
leaving a corps of troops to keep them in awe, he should move 
on with rapidity, in the view of anticipating the Mahiattas at 
Delhi, he may be there m a time, that I almost tremble to 
think of. It IS not utterly impossible, my Lord, that he might 
anticipate oui piepaiations , though it is mdeed hardly to be 
expected that, entertainmg the same opinion of the Mahiattas 
as that which I have supposed him to do of the Seiks, he should 
venture to leave them behind in oi dei to attack us, especially 
before the fords of the Ganges are open. However, I wish to 
shew the expediency of exertion and activity on our part The 
extent to which it is meant to carry the army being ascertamed, 
the troops that are to compose it should be immediately assem- 
bled, not in the slow progress of the ordmary rehef, when batta- 
lion leheves battalion, but the utmost expedition should be used 
m it The ordnance and stores should be hurried up in some 
very unusual way, unless it can be furnished from Chunar, as 
I have suggested to the Commander -m-Chief, and, above all, 
some steps should be adopted, witlrrespect to fui thei arrange- 
ment, that might preclude the necessity of a daily reference 
to the present seat of Government 

I know not what to say with respect to the Nabob’s tioops, 
I would be content that they should be useless, but I dread 
their being dangerous, unless some step is taken with regard 
to them I should be almost as unwilhng to leave them be- 
hind me as I should be to leave a fortress of the enemy. The 
Nabob IS highly unpopular, and of all his subjects, I beheve he 
would least expect attachment from his army I fear much that 
It IS too late to reap any benefit from the arrangement which 
your Lordship proposes with respect to them, and if we 
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aliould be called to the frontier I doubt whether it may not 
bo haxordous to attempt to reduce them Wo ahnU hare of 
ourtclTes too many reendts m our ranks, mdeod, a number 
that will Tcry much weaken tho dependence to be placed in 
our battalion*. On this cubject I feel that I tread on tender 
ground ; but I wnto to your XjOrdabip in the confidence of a 
private commimication. Neither the discipline of the army 
or the knowledge of the ofHcers, are »uch as to admit of oirr 
bemg imensible to other disadvantages. We are to expect a 
numerous and ferooous enemy, nndiscipliDed and duoiderly, 
but nnpetuous in their attacks, and rapid in their movemeotj, 
— abounding m cavalry and actmg m a country the most 
favourable to that arm where, if wo can secure one finnlr it 
wdl he a fortunate posiUom Agamit them our reliance must 
be on OUT artillery, and on tho steadiness of onr infantry — 
where discipline should keep them firm m their ranks, and 
where confidence m their advantages should teach them not to 
shrink under the impression of a tumultuous charge of ca 
valiy the curcmnstance of oil others the most hkely to afreet 
the mmd of a young soldier while the knowledge of the ofiS 
cers and the previous trauimg of the corps should eninre 
the abihty of moving with the utmost precision and rapidity 
and of forming in every direction, to resist a sturToonding 
cavalry Battalions, with full one-third of reenuta, ore little 
ecpiol to this desertpUan m its first part, and troth compels 
me to say that I have not yet seen one that came any where 
near it m the latter 

Your Lordship will do me justice m behoving that I do not 
mean to hold out discouragement by this desenpbon. We 
must act, and we must make the best of the tools m our 
hands. My view is that your Lordship may be aware of the 
true state of the army wbichitisatleastposaible thatyounuy 
not become through any other thre^fonrtbs of them 

with whom your Lorddiip may converse do not themselves 
know It and the other foimth will not confess it There is a 
third class of people which your Lordship may meet, — and it 
IS a numerous one, even m my own profession, — who either 
do or affect to hold in contempt the idea of the necessity of 
its being otherwise. It is a fac^ however past controversy 
that within these four years, and owing to these very clrcum 
stances of want of discipline and knowfedgp, the fete of ouf 
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Empire in India piobably hung by a thiead of the shghtest 
texture , since even the impetuosity of the enemy ought na- 
tuially to have led to the very advantage which his ignorance 
would not pernut his being sensible of. 

Our stores are utterly incompetent to any forward move, 
such as I have ventured to suggest as justifiable, if coopera- 
tion with the Mahiattas can be piu’chased by it. Oui pio- 
poition of musquet ammmution is 120 rounds per man, and 
that foi the small arms of the cavaliy is 40 , with this I most 
certainly would not venture to stir a step from the Ganges, 
and how we aie to get up moie, in the time in which I thmk 
it IS probable that it may be requisite for us to do so, I know 
not , I have written in strong terms to the Commander-in- 
Chief upon the subject. For our artdlery we have 3U0 
rounds, but that is, if possible, still less equal to what we 
ought to have, at least in a depot, to which we could have a 
much moie ready access than we have to Chunar or Allaha- 
bad. The latter should he our grand depot, in which should 
be lodged a quantity of stores of every species, equal to every 
possible emergency , while a field depot fed contmually from 
it, should move successively from post to post as we advance, 
and be always at hand to renew our deficiencies. Upon the 
whole, do not, my Loid, consider it as presumption if I say 
that I feel a great deal more arrangement to be necessary 
than appears to me to occur to others as such. It is an easy 
thing to put the whole upon the issue of one battle, and un- 
foitunately it is the mode which is attended with the least 
ti’ouble. 

I really beg youi Lordship’s pardon for this long and veiy 
free mtrusion, but my apology is aheady offered m the foie 
part of my letter, and I shall therefore say no more, but that 
I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

J. H Craig 
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My Lord, Ciwnpore, 13th October 1796. 

On tlie lOth init. I forwarded to the Coimnander4n-Cluef 
tho original of a letter which I received from a corre«poiident 
at Amrutsir which tendt to corroborate the mfonnation which 
Colonel Colling received from Delhi, and forwarded to your 
Lordship by oxpreaa on the Cth and yesterday I had another 
letter from a man who I have stationed at Kurnanl with an 
cftablishment of hurcarraba, who also confirms that account, 
with the addition that a bridge was cons tmcting over the 
Attock. 

Considering the fact as established for I can see no reason 
to doubt it, that the Shah u on the banks of the AttocL 1 
should feel myself extremely happy if I had any instructionB 
by which I could guide myself on ^e oc-casion. Your Lord 
ship and the Governmeut have done me the honour to vest 
me with the general <vmimflnd of the army m the field but I 
must request the permiscon to observe, that it bos been 
withoat one Ime of direction by which I can form a judgment 
of the extent to which I may use my discretion m that com- 
mand or of the powers with which it was mtended to eotnut 
me m the exercise of it, I feel myself to be so totally inca 
pable of starting difficulties for the purpose of embarrassment, 
that 1 am nnwiUing even to be exposed to the suspicion of it. 

I therefore most solemnly assure your Lordship that m 
making this observation my sole view is, to pomt out the ex 
pediency of guarding againit the posiibibty of my counter 
acting the news of (Jorenuiient, through ignorance, or 
possibly from over seal, at the same tnne feeling every 
moment to be of the utmost importance, m the present crisis 
I shonld regret exceedingly to find that I had neglected a 
measure from not knowmg that it was mtended to vest mo 
with the power of adopting It. I am far my Lord from 
shrmking from responsibihty but I wish not to be charged 
with it, at so great a hasard as must be metured under tbo 
total Ignorance of what is expected from mo. 

I have just written to tho CommonderJii-Chief to acquaint 
him that if I got any intelhgenco upon which I can rely that 
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the Sluih has actually marched from the Attock towauls La- 
hore, before I am honoured with any instructions from him or 
from your Lordship,! shall immediately march with eveiy thin" 
lean collect, except Gcneial Stu.ut’s corps, to Anopsheer. 
As I take for granted that the Commander-in-Chief ivill com- 
municate that letter to your Lordship, it is scaicely necessary 
that I should enter into any detail of the reasons upon which 
I ha\o judged it expedient to adopt this resolution. 

I have already written several letters to the Commander- 
in-Chief, on the subject of the deficiencies under which we 
should labour m the event of our taking the field. All those 
that regard cattle and camels, I believe, I could supply here, 
but I have felt myself restrained by the Commander-in-Chief, 
having observed ui one of his letters that measures were 
taking on that subject at the Presidency. I have also applied 
to Mr. Lumsden to ask the assistance of the Nabob in the 
article of elephants, and though I have not yet received any 
official answer, yet I have had great satisfaction, in a private 
letter, in which he tells me he thinks he can prevail upon 
him to give it us to some extent Other deficiencies of am- 
munition and stores, particularly nuisquet cartridges, must 
come from below, and I very much fear can scarcely arrive m 
time to be of any use. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and 

Most humble Servant, 

J. H. Craig. 


No. LXXXI. 

From the Earl of Mormngton to the Resident at LnchnoiO 
Sir, Fort William, 18th October, 1798. 

In consequence of information I have received of a consi- 
derable deficiency in the carnage-cattle of the army in the 
field upon the frontiers of his Excellency the Nabob Viziei’s 
dominions, I have deemed it expedient to apply to his Excel- 
lency for his assistance in this respect, and have accordingly 
addressed a letter to him for that puiposef which will be for- 
warded to you by the Persian translator. You will lose no 
time m ascertaining the number and description of deficient 

VOL I. X 
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camage-cattlo from tho Commander uv-Chief in tlie field, and 
apply to Ilia Excellency the Nabob for them accordbgly 
I undcritand tliot tho defiaciu^ u principally m elephant! 
No arguments con be euppoied neceuary to obtain this 
Old from hU Excellency, in promoting an arrangement of 
which the immediate object is tho protection of his country 
\ou will, howeyer, assure him, that tho tamo or an equal 
number of elephants and bullocks shall be restored to 1pm 
when no longer required for the present service. 

I am, &.C. 

Mobninotox 


No LXXXn. 

/Vph fk€ ^ U Ut Um, Duxcct, 

Sra, Fort WmJun 24tli Ociober 179S 

I have had the honour to receive yonr letter of thei25th 
September and although the measures which you adopted 
in consequence of yoUr Iste advices from Sues and the (^olph 
of Persia havo al^dy obtained my pnhho approbation ^et 
it is with great pleasure that I embrace the present oppoc 
tunity of repeating tho high sense which I entertain of the 
activity and judgment which have marked your proceedings 
not only m this mstance but on occasion of the preparations 
which had been prenoosly rendered necessary b^ the conduct 
ofTipiKJo Sultaun 

Although I hope we may still be oblo to avoid a war with 
that Pnnee, yet I continue to be of opinion that we must 
persevere m our preparations, and take qH out measures as 
if that calamity were mevitable. With these sentunents I 
have detemuned not to relax my endeavours for remforemg 
the army of the Carnatic from Bengal as speedily and to as 
great an extent as possible and tho Commander-m-Chief is 
now employed m framing a plan of eventual operations against 
tho Sultaun of which-the immediate attack of Senngapatam 
must constitute the mam object. This plan wiH be comma 
mcated to you os soon os it shall be formed j in the mean- 
while I request that, having consulted General Stuart on the 
subject, you will as soon ns possible let mo know to what 
extent of force at what period and from what points it wiD 
be m your power to cooperate with the army m the Camatic 
in such on attack on the capital of hlysore. 
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Adverting to the dispersed state of his Majesty’s squadron 
in India, to the indispensable necessity of vigilantly guarding 
the Malabar coast during the present monsoon, and to the 
possibility of our expeiiencrng some disappointment with re- 
spect to the arrival of the naval lemforcement promised from 
home, I consider it to be our urgent duty to make every 
practical effort for the purpose of inci easing the Admiral’s 
means of frustrating effectually the designs of the enemy in 
the Red Sea. I shall accordingly endeavour to equip and 
despatch immediately some armed ships from this port, which 
I shall place at ins disposal ; and I desire that you uill apply 
yourself to the same object without delay I shoidd hope that 
the port of Bombay, with proper exertion, might contribute 
materially to the augmentation of the Admiial’s force It has 
occurred to me that gun-boats might be usefully employed 
against any small craft which the enemy may have collected 
in the Red Sea, and if the Admiral (whom you will consult 
on this point) should be of the same opinion, I should hope 
you would not have much difficulty in supplying him. I also 
wish you to consider, in concert with him, whether it would 
not be advisable, with a view to the more effectual security 
of the Straits of Babel Mandel, to possess and fortify the 
small island of Peieim, Hhrch I imdei stand to be uninha- 
bited 

m 

I approve of your proposed mission of Captain Wilson, but 
not having yet seen your mstiuctions to that gentleman, I 
shall only obseiwe that, m the event of his destioying any of 
the shippmg or craft in the Red Sea, it will be necessary to 
satisfy the proprietors of our deteimination to indemnify them * 
faithfully for all losses so incurred 

Our latest accounts of Zemaun Shah scarcely leave a doubt 
of his having actually marched towards Hindostan. It is my 
mtention to suggest to his Majesty’s minister at Constantmople 
the expediency of his endeavouring to engage the Poite to 
concur with us m exciting the ruling power of Persia to such 
measures as may alarm Zemaun Shah for the safety of his 
hereditary donunions, and may recall him from the prosecution 
of his designs against the tranquillity of India In the mean- 
while It is my wish that you should take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of suggestmg the same considerations and objects to 
the English minister with the Porte, or through any other 
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more cxpediUouB chaimtL If I am iofornietl abrother 

of Zemaun Shah u now at the Court of PcttU thij Pnneo 
took refuge there not long bioco and he might pottihly be 
found an useful Instrument m forwarding a plan of the nature 
m question 

Should you be of opinion that any adyantage can b© deriTed 
from the local knowledge or qualihcationB of Mr Monesty 
the Company fi licaidcnt at Bustorah youharemy penmssion 
to employ him m the negotiationB in Pertia either separately 
or m conjunction with Mehdy Ah Khan, as you may judge 
molt odmablc. 

Id order that this business may be impeded as httle as 
possible hy the delays necessarily aniing from reference to 
me, I outhorue }on to furnish Baba Khan, or vhoeyer may 
bo the reigmng sovereign of Persia, with any uuiubex of field 
pieces, as well as any quantity of mihtary stores, which j ou 
can safely spore whenever the communications of Mehdy Ah 
Khan or of Mr Manesty shall afibrd you reason to beheve 
that the Government of Persia is sincerely disposed to make 
a senous diversion in our favour by menaemg the dominions 
of Zemaun Shob 

With a view to the lamo object, 1 most repeat my desire 
that you will immediately employ all practicable mRapa of 
exciting the people of Sinde, and any other trfbei occupying 
the countnes which border on Moulton and Coudahar, to 
alarm Zemaun Shah for the safety of bis possessions in those 
quarters. These people have been stated to bo generally 
npe for revolt against the authority of the Shah and possibly 
they might be induced by a hberal supply of arms and am- 
munition nntl by the countenance of this Govemment, to 
take advantage of his absence m Hindostan. I understand 
that such supplies might be conveyed to them through Kntch 
and up the nver Indus, bat you will,, of course bo m posses- 
sion of the best informatian on this heaxl. < 

You will easily judge how anxious I must be in the present 
crisis to obtam the hillest and earliest advices from Burope 
as well as from your side of India I hope, therefore, that 
you will have the goodness to forward to me as speedily os 
possible whatever newspapers or other accounts may reach 
you; a nd I request that you will always scud not extracts 
but the whole of the despatches and letters on pubbe attalrs 
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flora the several ministers, agents of the Company, oi othei 
officers with whom you coiiespond. 

I am, &c &c. 

Mornington. 


No. Lxxxm. 

Lord Clwe0lo the Earl of Mornington 
(Private.) 

My Lord, Fort St George 24th October, 1798 

It bemg the wish of this Goveinment, in making the levi- 
sion of its establishments, accoiding to your Lordship’s ordeis 
of the 6th August, to follow as neaily as cucumstances will pei- 
mit, the mode of proceeding fixed upon in Bengal foi effecting 
the'same object , and doubts having aiisen in the Council with 
lespect to the poweis intended to be given to the Committee 
appointed by youi Loidship, I have been desired to request 
you wdlhave the goodness to acquamt me whether it was your 
Lo!dship’s design to confine the Committee, of which you aie 
the President, m its leport to the use, pi ogress, and pie- 
sent actual state of estabhsliments and lesouices, or whether 
it was your intention that the Committee should, in addition 
to this labour, lepoit its opinion upon such i eduction of ex- 
pense in the present existing establishments, as may be 
thought salutary and advisable, or upon such mciease of re- 
venue and resource as may be deemed practicable, and fai- 
ther, whether, undei any apparent cucumstances of advantage 
to the service, or of able and laboiious exeition, it is under- 
stood the Committee may lecommend any increase of salary 
oi expense In consequence of the settled state of the ivea- 
ther, and of the disappeaiance of all signs of the bieakmg of 
the monsoon. General Haiiis, yesteiday, gave it as his opi- 
nion m Council, that the battering tiam might be oideied to 
set out for Velloie. Diiechons^bave been accordmgly given, 
and I have been assuied by some of the gentlemen of the 
mihtaiy board, who I met this morning at the ai senal, that 
the fiist division of six eighteen poundeis, with a quantity of 
ammunition, will be ready to move on Fiiday evening or 
Satuiday morning, and a second division in about thiee days 
afterwards. His Highness the Nabob lends four elephants, 
which maypiove ofgieat use in case theie should be a heavy 
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fbJl of nun before the gnu* reach tlioir dciUnatioiL The im 
portont and glonoua nowi of Sip Horatio Nelion haTing, with 
tlurtcon sod of tjio line totally defeated the Toulon fleet of 
tho same number of ships of the Uno under Admiral de Brueyi, 
in tho Bay of Begmcr, near Rosetta, talang nine, two having 
blown up, and two only with two frigates having cff*ected 
tbcir escape has filled this settlement with joy With cordial 
congratulations, and with the grea^t respect and esteem, 
I have the honor to be, my Lord 

A our Lordship ■ most faithful Servant, 

CuvE. 


No LXXXIV 

Fn» Tlppot SvlUHti to tk4 Right Hn, tho Goctnw GnonJ 

plecdTtd 24th October 1/98. 

The Taloohs of Ameera and Soula, m which Cauntmungle 
and Coloorbachee ore situated have belonged to Couryal 
(!&lxuigalore) from the year imah 1070 Mohummnddee to the 
end of the year Sbadab "ISSB a term of IK years. Thirty 
SIX years ago a body of 2 000 Coorga peons were employ^ 
m service of the State, and some viHages m the TalooLs ab^e 
mentioned yielding 3 423 pagodoiT continued for a short hme 
to be OMigned for their pay bat smee six and thirty years 
that even has ceased This trmal aflair can only be ascribed 
to the turbulent disposition of mterested men, who by nature 
arc ever seelcmg opportumGes of sowing tho seeds ofdissen- 
dom Of this I am confident your Lordship inost be well con- 
vinced the personwhois nowm Coorga is notofthe posterity 
of the Coorga Rajahs but of a difl!ercnt stock. 

Constantly gratify me with friendly letteraj ^ ‘ 

P S Mr Duncan the Governor of Bombay has written 
to me that two persons of integrity and ahflity from among 
the civil officers (Talookdars) on the coast of Malabar have 
been deputed to inquire mto the **1n»TnM of the above-men- 
tioned Tolook, and will shortly amve. Orders have been 
issued from my Sircar also nominatmg Shaikh Sbaliaubnddien 
and Meer Mohummed Ally persons of mtegnty and honour 
to negociste with the deputies abovo-mentioDed and ascor 
from records and facts tho dependency of tho above 
mentioned Tolooks on Couryal. 

A true Copy N B BDaoMfcTokE 
Pcr*Un TniiiUtor to Oort 
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7/it' A'ur/ ()/ Mom I ii^-ion to Lieut -Colonel John Collins, Resident with 

Doielut Row Scindiah 

SiRj Fort Wilhain, October 26, 1728 

I have received youi letters of the dates referied to in the 
margin. ^ 

If ciicumstances adnutted of oui* fonmng a defensive alhance 
with Dowlut Row Scindiah against Zeinaun Shah, it would 
not he difficult to convmce Scindiah of the expediency of m- 
ducing the R^yepoots and Seiks ro join m the league, and it 
might not he impossible to peisuade him to offei to them ad- 
vantages of some impoitance, either in the foim of a leimssion 
of tiihute or of an extension of teiiitoiy. Some concession 
of this kind on the pait of Scindiah, jomed to a promise of 
oui employing oui friendly offices to compose any diffeiences 
which might hereafter aiise between him and theRajepoots or 
Seiks, would constitute as gieat a benefit as these powers 
could leasonahly expect fiom a political connection with the 
Company, the immediate object of which is no othei than to 
repel a common dangei, oi lather a dangei much more foimi- 
dable to then inteiests than to ours. ^ 

Unfoitunately, however, the cucumstances of the moment 
affoid but a faint piospect of our being able to effect such an 
anangement. The piobabdity of Scmdiab’s eaily return to 
Hmdostan is mcieased, but it is still uncertain whether his 
ariival/Withm his own dominions will be eai’ly enough for oui 
purpose, and (notwithstanding my expectations expiessed in 
a foimer lettei, I am now mchned to think that) it is stdl raoie 
doubtful whether, at the moment of his return, the state of 
his authoiity and lesources will be such as to wairant any 
great hope of advantage to the Company from a formal de- 
fensive alhance with him against Zemaun Shah 

Undei these cucumstances, the utdity of formal defensive 
engagements, even with Scmdiah himself, cannot be detei- 
imned without a full knowledge of the actual state of his 
authoiity at the time of his letmn flora the Deccan. The 
alternative which I had considered in my foi mer despatches 
was, that eithei of the total ruin oi of the effectual icstoiation 
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of Sanchoh f power But the existing coio u of a nature dif 
forenC from either of tha»o which 1 had foret een, and, m the 
preient crui*, tho uncertainty of Sdndiah » affain tujpendf 
the ntuadon of every hlghrattn chief now remonung m hii 
dommioui. Although Ambajea appear* to pouesi a conn 
dcrable degree of proient weight and power of the con- 
fidcnco of hU matter; be it ttiU no more thaji the chief of 
one divulon of Scmdiah a anoy engaged in open war with, 
another, which he, AiuUajee, muat reduce completely under 
bU authority before ho can be m a condition to cooperate with 
ui ogeinst the common enemy, with such a force as would 
justdy us in forming separate defensrre engagement* with? 
him. 

By the latest accounts from the Resident at Poonah it 
seems probable that Dowlut Row Scmdioh will find it expe- 
dient to reinstate Baloo Tantia m the chief management of 
hu adiura ui such an ovent, the authon^ at present exei-i 
cised by Amb^ee would bo saperseded by a new comimuion, 
which would probably be granted to his most actire oppo- 
nents the portiaons of Baloo Tantia. Such a resolutiOD must 
occasion fresh dmeosioos among the officers of Scmdiah in 
Hindoetan, and the inraaian of the country by Zemaun Shah 
would not tend to favour the arrangement of such a scene of 
conihsion. i 

In this state of thuige, 1 see no grpuod to hope for any 
advantage &om defensive ongagementa with Ambajee even, 
concluded under the approbation of Dowlut Row, who how ^ 
ever never notified (to my knowledge) the delegation o£ 
hi* autbonty in IBndoitan to Amlwyee. For the present 
therefore m the event of the Shah ■ approach to the fisntier 
of our ally the Vixier we mast confine our nubtary operations 
to a system of defence, and we most in no case pass beyond 
the limit* of hu Eiicellency s dominions unless tach a forward 
movement should be deemed by the Commanding Officer of 
our army necessary for the protection of the fro ntier cither 
of Oude or of our own provinces. 

I do not mean by this determination to prechido myself, m 
the event of Scindjahi return to Hindpstan, from entering 
into such defensive engagemenU with him against the Shah 
ns may consist with the principles on which my overture to 
)iim at Poonah was founded and with the actual state of lus 
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.mthonty and resouices at the time of his return j on the cen- 
tury, whenevei I shall leain that Scindiuh has moved towards 
his own dominions, I shall instruct you how to proceed with 
him according to the state of his aflaiis at the moment. In 
the meanwhile I desire that, in coimnumcating with Ambajee 
or with any other peison cxeicismg tho powers ofDowlut 
Kow’ in the absence of the latter, you will not proceed farther 
than to encourage and advise him to oppose the most effectual 
resistance m his power to tho threatened invasion, acquainting 
him with the deternnnation of this Govciniiient, to omit no 
eflbrt or precaution necessary to the defence of the Vuier’s 
dominiv^ns. I think it proper also, that you should for the 
present confine youiself in your coiicspondence with the 
Seiks and Rajepoots to the same genCial ininciples. To 
satisfy them that the Shah will meet with the most steady op- 
position from us in the piosecution of his ambitious pi ejects 
may produce the effect of stimulating them to an equally 
vigorous resistance. 

I cannot behev’e that jM Penon would be likely to give a 
cordial support to any cause which we might favoui. We 
must nevei foiget that he is a Ficnclnnan, and that many of 
the ofHceis in command under him aie of the same nation. 
In the event of our negotiating licieafter any defensive en- 
gagements with Dowlut Row, leading to a coopeiation oi 
junction of our foices, the necessity which I should feel foi 
providing against any treachery on the pait of the Fiepch in 
his service, would constitute a piincipal embairassmentin the 
conduct of the treaty, and would form an object of the first 
consideration. 

I approve of your having declined to comply with the wish 
of Shah Allum, and I wish you to avoid all intercourse with 
his Majesty duimg the absence of Scmdiah fiom Hmdostan. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 
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i * 

(Private.) i 

T%t Earl *f to Sir J H Croig A D 

Sm, Fort ^V1I1U^1 Octobers; I75a 

I I have the bonour to adjiowleilgo tbe receipt of your 
letters of tbe 26th September and 2nd, Srd, 6tb and 13tb 
instant, and olfo of a memoir containing much, volaable mfor 
matioD, and manyjndiaoos and forcible remark*. Tbe whole 
tenor and ipint of your private communication* manifest a 
zeal and anxiety for the pubbo mtereati, which demands my 
unqualified applause, and which cannot {ail to prove highly 
bcneflcioJ to any service on which you may bq employed. A* 
you must bo aware of the great extent and variety of my nq- 
zacrooi pubhc duties I am persuaded, that you will accept 
my cordml thank* for your suggestion* as a suffiaent testi- 
mony of my real sense of them nnportanco and value; and 
that yem^w^ not suppose me either mdifiTerent to their ment, 
or unprepared to avaul myself of their utility, becanso I am 
not at Jiberty to enter into a detali(^d renew of tbe facts 
^ which yqu have collected or of the able concluaions which 
you have drawn fixtm them. 1 am particularly anxious to 
assure you, that nothing can be more acceptable to me, tTinn 
the contmuance of a free commonication of your opinions 
with the samei unreserved confidence, which appears hi yoUr 
private correspondence with me. 

The uncertainty of Sondiahs return to Hindostan as well 
as of the condition of his autbonty and power whenever that 
event shall take place, renders it impossible at present to 
contract any formal engagements with any of the power* on 
the north western frontier of India. Unless we conld secure 
the efficient- cooperation of Scindiahs army we should not be 
warranted to conclude engagement* with him tendmg to 
draw our troops beyond the limit* of the position required 
for our own exclosrvo defence. The same prmaple applies 
with additional force to the precarious s t a te of the M ahratta 
Cbiefs now exercising the Government, or cont end i n g for it, 
dunng the absence of Semdiab. 

The suggestion* stated in my former letter with regard to 
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the Seiks and Rajpoots, were not mtended to refer to the 
possibdity of any regular treaty with them, unconnected with 
Scmdiahj but merely to such general encouragement as (m 
the absence of Scmdiah) might be offered to those powers by ^ 
our advice and amicable communication, and by the appearance 
of our* army in the field ; untd the rum or the restoration of 
Scmdiah shall have been finally decided, ourinteicomse with 
these powers must be confined to such communications as I . 
have described. 

The piogiess of the French aims in Egypt, our .actual 
situation with Tippoo, and the doubtful posture of afiairs at 
Poonah, must contract our means of reinforcing the araiy 
rmder your command. We must therefore be satisfied, in 
the event of Zemaun Shah’s approach, with a system of 
operations strictly defensive. I have, however, no reason to 
doubt, that your army will very soon be augmented to the 
number of nearly 20,000 men. With this force, (which I 
will encrease if other calls should per nut) I rely on your abi- 
lity to afford a complete protection to the dormnions of the 
Vizier, as well from internal commotion, as from foi%gn mva- 
sion. If any circumstances should hereafter arise favorable to 
the extension of oui system of defence, you will receive timely 
notice of jthe change (most earnestly desned by me) either 
from the Commander -in-Chief, Mr. Lumsden, or Colonel 
CoUms. The present state of affaus does not reqmre me to 
trouble you with any more particular instructions; you are 
the best judge of the position most eligible for the defence of 
the Vizier’s frontier, I will not embarrass your judgement by 
any further limitation of your discretion, than must result 
from a strict adherence to the defence of the Vizier’s frontier, 
leaving it to you to decide, whether that object will be best 
attamed by lemaming within the Viziei’s boundary, or by a 
more advanced position 

The Commander-m-Chief has apprized you to what extent 
I have been enabled to authorize him to adopt a part of the 
very useful suggestions contained m your memou. 

With your private commumcation of the 13th, I had the 
honour of leceivmg from you a letter of the same date,^ which. 


* See paife, 304. 
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although not addressed to mo id council, 1 undorstiuid to bo 
hitondcd by you to fonn a pubhc doctunont. t 

It U diiBcult to oxprcM the concern and lurprue vltb 
which I read that letter i 

hly conddonce m your talenU, actinty and public •pint;aj 
well as my knowlodgo of your readiness to tohe the general 
command of the army m the field, induced rae to entrust that 
charge to you. This trust was accompanied by a discretion 
ary power of lutpcnding the general relief of the army, ac 
cording to the ozigoacy of the case and you hod been ap- 
prised, that the defence of tbo country in which you com^ 
manded was to supersede cveiy other consideration. Under 
these cucunutancos I was not aware, that yon could feel any 
difficulty in dotermirung what would bo espected from yon, 
nothing more could bo expected, than a defenco of the iron- 
tier of Oude, compatible with the extent and condition of the 
force under your command .Less could not be expected 
such an officer) and 1 had hoped that tbo anxiety which 
I bare monifestedito facihtato the exertion of your talents^ 
might bAe satisfied you that I was neither disused to ex 
poet from yon any effiort beyond the means which you pos* 
sessed nor to charge yon with any responsibihty beyond the 
limits of your mihtary doty No ipeoal instructions there- 
fore were given to yon because none were reijmsite to enable 
yon to act m the event of Zemaan Shah s approach The 
only case m which special mstmctioDf to yon could become 
necessary was that of dor having formed defensive engage 
ments with the bordering powers. This case has not yet oc- 
curred find my private correspondence as well as the com- 
munications of Colonel Cofiais, enabled you to oscertam the 
state of that question with an accuracy, which could* not have 
been derived through an^ other channeL ^Vith regard to 
tbat part of the letter in qoesbon, which refers to the defl- 
menaes of bollocks, elephants, and anmmmtioD I 

know tbflt tbfl fVi TrimH rift pT< .tn .Chief, bad actually taken the 
earliest possiblo steps for your speedy supply and I had 
written to the Vixier for the express purpose of urging him 
to furnish you with whatever aid his ests bliidun ent can afford. 
"With this view of the subject I trust that the letter to which 
I refer was not the result of your dehberate consideration ; 
and I have therefore considered It as a private letter I have 
not recorded itj and I have entered into a free discussion of 
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itscomoutb with the facility of a coiifiilcntial conuminicatioii. 

If, ho WON or, I iihould ha\e miatakcii your iiitciitioni}, you will 
correct mj error , and I bhall then be reduced to the neces- 
sity of entering the letter on the records, with the ohserva- ^ 
tioiis ^^hlcll in> public dut\ will, in that c.ise, demand. 

.V variet) of concurrent accounts leads me to believe, tli.it 
the French licet otf Alevaiulua, has bullered a severe blow 
from our '•(luadion, and tliat the arm> li.is been checked in 
Kgvpt b) a Turki-’h and Arab force. I ast despatches 

overland, dated the ;?^bid of June, piomise a \ery considera- 
])le naval and militai^ reinforcement in India, the arrival of 
this force m.iy be expected very soon. It does not appear 
probable, that in the advanced state of our piepar.itions on 
the coast, and in the present condition of mu alliances, 
Tippoo will ventuie to move without the actual cooperation 
of a French force. If tlie Fioiich should even surmount their 
dilliculties in lilg^pt, the navigation of the lied 8ea and of 
the Indian ocean at this season is so tedious, that it appears 
highly improbable that they should anticipate the vigilance 
of our scpiadroiis. If I sliould learn the news of the defeat 
of the Frencli in any authentic form, I will despatch it to you 
by express. 

I have the lionour to he, &c. 

IMoiinington 


No. LXXXVII. 

Lord CltVi to (he Earl of J/orniii^ton 

My Lord, Fort Georgu, 29 October, 1/98 

IMr. Petiie having communicated to me the contents of a 
letter of the 22nd instant, by the desire of Captain Kukpatrick, 
from that gentleman to bun, which brings the infoimation of 
Monsieui Perron’s corps being disarmed, and the Fiench 
officers who lately commanded it being m the power of Colonel 
Roberts, I do not wait for an official confiimation to offer 
to your Loidship my hearty congratulations upon events so 
fortunate for the British interest, and so honourable to your 
Lordship’s administration. The happy issue of this decisive 
measure will have relieved your mind, as it has mme fiom a 
very considerable degree of anxiety, and will enable me to 
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turn my attention without cmbomiaament to the execution of 
your Lordahip i onleri for urging on our wnrliho preparationi 
with the utmoat zeal and olocnty 

I Imre tho honour to bo ifith zincore i>»pect and oateem. 

My Lord your Lordzhip i 

Moat faithiul zeiront, 

CuvK. 


No hXXXVUL 

GtRirtl HsrrU to tko E*r1 Moruington 
My Dear XiOrd Mzdm, 29th October 1758- 

Your kmd fayour of the 18th ultuno, would have been ac- 
knowledged the moment it woz recciTed, if 1 had only attended 
to the grateful feelingz it occazioned bnt convinced os I am 
how preciooB every moment of your Dordzhip i tune iz to the 
pubhc, I zhould not even now have mtemipted you if the 
great and important' newz from Hyderabad did not compel 
me to congratulate you on iL Never woz any event more 
completely the work of an individual than thatbaz been your 
Xfordzhipz and much am I flattered that you zhould think 
the port you conzigned to mo vai performed with zeal and 
^alacrity which it certainly waz and will ever conbnue to be 
while executing orders zo pleazastly and cleariy detailed 
It iz a grand stroke* and I thmk will enzure all the rest of 
your excellent plan m the same bloodless style. We are 
gomg on with even encreasod rigour for this fillip The 
second ten battery guna seta off this day fonVellore and as 
the Monsoon ztiD holds off I am m hopes they will get there 
without being stopped by it I*ord Chre if very zeaJowi 
and only wants to know your Lordship t wishes to have them 
exeented With my wannest congratulations once more and 
those of my whole family added, on the complete success of 
your Lordship s policy 

I am with great sniccnty tjy dear Ixird 

Your foitbflil and obliged aervon^ 

Gbouge IIabhis. 
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No. LXXXIX. 

The Hon Frederic North to (he Earl oj^ Mornuiffton, 

My Dear Lord, Colombo, October 39, 1/98 

I have already had the honour of referring you for informa- 
tion concerning Ceylon to my friend Lieut.-Colonel Agnew, 
late Adjutant General on this Island, and member of the Com- 
mittee of Revenue. He has lately been recalled to his duty on 
the coast, to my very great sorrow, for he was really my greatest 
comfort and assistance in this place. His talents have been 
long distinguished in his own profession, and they are imivei- 
sal as they are eminent — uidecd it will be difficult to find any 
one who possesses abilities, civil, military, financial, commer- 
cial and diplomatic, in the degree which he does, and though 
I shall always most smceiely regret Iris loss, it is a great satis- 
faction to me that he is recalled to the coast at a time when 
your Lordship is at Madias, that his merit may be directly 
under your eye Adieu, my dear Lord, 

Believe me, with the greatest respect and regard. 
Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Frederic North. 


No. XC 

^ 'Ilie Earl of Moriun^ton to Robert Droohe, Eoq St Helena 
Sir, Fort William, 80th October, 1/98 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of youi let- 
ters of the 4th of Apiil, and 10th of June, and I return you 
many thanks for the care you have taken of my several des- 
patches and private letters by the Albion. 

Your representations respecting the Lascars serving on 
board ship are perfectly proper, and are now under my con- 
sideration. 

I am much obliged to you for your suggestions with regard 
to the Sepoy Regiments. 

I perfectly concur with you in opinion as to the advantages 
which might be derived from the possession of Monte Video. 
But besides the difiiculty of tianspoitmg a large body of 
native troops to such a distance, the present state of affairs 
in this quarter renders the detachment of any part of our 
force wholly impracticatile. 

I haye the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington 
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No XCI 

T\M H$*, JontiioM D*»C€» U tk$ E€tI ^ 

My Ix)RD, Bombay October 31 1/98. 

I have the honour to ackuowledgo the receipt of your 
LordihipB letter of the 8th uutant, and beg to a*iure your 
Lordthip thal I ahoU stncUy obaerre the line therein indl 
cated in reipect to Mohndi AUi Khan a intended negociationfl 
with the ruling power of Perala, and endeavour, alao to dia- 
cover the meana of exciting the nativea occupying the Delta 
and the lower parta of the Indaa towarda a filler diveraion 
of Zemaun Shoah force, m the view of counteracting lua 
mtenhom respecting India. 

1 have the honour to be, 

My Lord 

YonrLordahipa moat obedient humble Servant, 

Jonathan Ditwcan 


No xcn 

T\t E4tTi ^ f J KWkpalHci H$ddett tti 

Sm Port WUlmn Norember 2nd, 1798. 

I consider it oa an object of the utmoat importance, that 
every practicable precaution abould be taken to prevent any 
jealouay from bemg conceived by the Court of Hyderabad 
in coueequence of the great locreaae of our luhiidiary force 
¥ot thia purpose it is extremely deairohle, that conduct 

of our troopa m their Inlercourao with the nativea of the 
country and particularly with the olBcera of bia Hlghneaaea 
Govemment ahonld be of the moat conciliatory nature and 
ahould be to regulated oa to form the atrongost contraat with 
the arrogant and contumadoua spirit of the French corps. 
You will therefore apprise Ueat.-Colonela Roberta and 
Hyndmon of my particuJar anxiety on thu subject and you 
will signify to them my expectatloni, that they will take ef 
fectnal meoturca to prevent any audji irregulantiea or mLa- 
conduct in the officers or men under their respective com* 
m a n da as might tend to create distrust and jealousy My 
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is tliat tlie Company’s army m his Highnesses service, 
should conduct itself with the utmost degree of mildness to- 
wards his subjects, and of lespect towaids himself and his Mi- 
nisters ; and that it should manifest the most prompt obedience 
to his orders, according to the tenor of the late subsidiary 
treaty. 

I am, &c. 

Morninoton. 


XCIII. 

The Earl of Mormngton to 'Eppoo Sultaiin. 

Fort Williniu, Ith November, 1798 

You have doubtless received information, of another excess 
of that unjustifiable ambition and insatiable rapacity, which 
have so long maiked the conduct of the Fiench nation. 
They have invaded Egypt, a countiy, from which they were 
m no clanger of molestation, and fiom whose Government, 
they could not even pietend to have leceived the slightest 
pi evocation. They have committed this act of violence m 
contempt of the tieaties subsisting between France and the 
Poite, and without any legard to the acknowledged authority 
of the Grand Seignor, so long established in Egypt Nothing 
can more cleaily expose their total disregard of every prin- 
ciple of public faith and honour, than this unpiovoked and 
unjustifiable aggression , and it will no doubt afford satisfac- 
tion to eveiy friend to justice and good faith, and particularly 
to every friend of the British nation, to hear, that by the 
success of his Majesty’s aims, the French have already suf- 
fered for their injustice and temeiity. Certain intelhgence 
has just been received, that 13 sail of the hne, which had 
been employed m the expedition against Egypt, mounting 
1024 guns, and carrymg about 10,000 men, bemg at anchor 
in the port of Bekir, near Rosetta, at the mouth of the Nile, 
were attacked by an equal number of his Britannic Majesty’s 
fleet, an ' engagement took place, which termmated m the 
capture of nine ships of the French hne, two moie were 
blown up, one of them of 118 guns, the French Admual’s, 
and only two made their escape from the valour and skill of 
the British Admiral. All communication bemg thus cut off 

VOL. I Y 
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between Egypt and Europe, the troop* who have landed m 
Egypt mujt m nH probability peruli, either by famine or by 
the *word Tbi* very iignal victory u to be aacnbed to tbb 
jnitice of the Bntuh cauBC, and to the aid of divine provi 
dence favouring the gallantry of our force* and puniBhing the 
mjuitice and impiety of our adversary On the same a**ut- 
ance I rely with confidence for a contamabon of fimflar »uc 
cease*, and for the final triumph of hi* Majesty a arm* over 
a nation which ba* shewn lUelf to be the general enemy of 
manland Confident from the union and attachment subsist 
ing between us that this mtelligenco will afibrd you sincere 
aatisfaction, I could not deny myself the pleasure of commu 
nicating it. 

A troe Cop 7 N B EDuoatruNC I am, &c» 

Penka TrwuUtor to Govt MoRNINOTOK 


No XCIV 

7%* EmtI ^ iltmingfn /♦ Lard COva 

*1 

My Lord Port ‘Wlllisai 6th November 1798. 

The ovents of the last three weeks have afforded matter 
first of great alarm, and ultimately of satisfactioD and proba 
hie security Your Ixirdship found the report of my Mou 
lavi upon his return from the prophet i tomb confirmed by 
the i^telhgcnpe from Bombay My subsequent enquiries 
leave no room to doubt that if the French could have 
reached Sue* early ra August, they might have found craft 
in the Red Sea for the conveyanc© of a large body of troops 
and the passage from Sues to Mocha, and from thence to 
the coast of Malabar would not have been difficult at that 
season. The bnlhant victory of the Ist of August, (a good 
day for such a deed) probably checked their career, and 
saved Tippoo from the penlotu consequences of them active 
support But I do not yet thmk it nupotsible that the des- 
perate and ontcrprucing spirit of Buonaparte, exasperated by 
the new and mcreasmg difficulties which mrroond him may 
attempt to push forward a force to hlalabar j nor is the suc- 
cess of such an attempt hnpo**ihlo if it bo not frustrated by 
the vigihmeo and power of our fleet. Under this impression 
I am now fitting out the Earl Row, and Prtnetsa CMartoite 
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Riicl a large country ship, to act us aimed ships iindei the 
ordeis of the Admiral, and 1 intend to despatch them, us soon 
as they shall be compleatly equipped, togethei Mith the 
Bombay fiigate, to Malabai. I have oideied the Bombay 
Government to fit out such ships as they may be able to col- 
lect for the same pui pose. To your Loidship I have sent no 
public conununication on this subject, appichendiiig that at 
tins season, you possess no means of contiibuting any assist- 
ance. If, however, I should have been mistaken, you will 
have the goodness to aim whutevei \essels you can furnish, 
and send them to the coast of Malabar, to be theie placed 
under the orders of the Admual 

The secret despatch fiom England’^^ must have aftbided 
your Lordship gieat satisfaction, in as much as it tended to 
shew the indispensable necessity of the measuies, m the exe- 
cution of which you have home so cordial and leady a part. 
To me it is a matter of no disagreeable reflection to retiace 
all my late orders, and to find that I had not only antici- 
pated every pomt of the commands of my fiiends at home, 
liefore their despatch had left England, but that my reason- 
ing, and all the variations and shades of my opinion, which 
have followed the changes of circumstances m this quarter, 
have corresponded m the most minute manner with their sen- 
timents and views In addition to this source of satisfaction, 

I now have the pleasure to know, that I have removed one 
of those great obstacles to the vigorous prosecution of wai 
against Mysore, of which the Secret Committee express a 
just apprehension ; I mean the French aimy at Hyderabad. 
The treaty of Hyderabad, and the first secret article were 
carried mto full effect on the 22nd of October. This is a 
most fortunate event, and will produce an encreased effect 
coming so close upon the steps of the recent victory at Bekn . 
The last despatch fiom Colonel Palmer, opens a favourable 
prospect of the probable issue of affairs at Poonah. On the 
other hand, my last advices from the northwestern frontier of 
Hmdostan, encourage am expectation that the threatened m- 
vasion of Zemaim Shah, will not take place this year , even 
if it should, we aie well piepared to meet it 

Your Lordship will perceive, that my object is to circum- 
vent Tippoo on all sides , by our alhances at Hyderabad and 


• See page, 61 
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Poonah, by our fleet on the coait; of Malabar } ai)d by our 
armlc* on that cooat, and on the frontier of the CanjatiCi 
carrying the itrengthu of both to the greateit pracfacable ex 
tent. Erery effort baa been and mil be cmplpyed by me to 
augment thoae armies, so as to enable them to undertake thp 
liege of Senngapatam mthin the course of the approoidung 
aeaaon and to conyince Trppoo of their abihty to accomplish 
that important operation. By these means, I tru^ to bring 
him to reason, all others are hopeless and if we should npt 
be disappomted in our remforc^ment from hpiqe and |f the 
fleet should not fail m ngilonce, I thmk we may hope to sup 
mount all our difficulties without the haxard of war anc^ ^tb 
the certamty of a considerable ultimate tmproTeipent our 
security 

I have the hononr to be &.c. 

hfo^NlNOTON 


NO.XCV 

SmU/M £tf ikt EmH t/ Uenbkgt^ 

Mt Lors, CoQsUatlaople, Norember,,1798 

Ip my past negotiatioaa here yon bare en this some proof 
in your handi that I hare not been inattenbre to the mterests 
of your Lordship s Goremmenti and you may be assure^ of 
my constant ngdtiuce to keep the different presidencies m 
India informed of all that passes hereabouts which it may be 
mtercsting for them to know As such I now enclose to 
your Lordship the best account we hare of the position of 
Buonaparte and of our fleet. The former in the form of his 
own despatches intprcepted on the coast of Syna^ the le tter 
by Captain Hood s despatch to myself to ^hich I have thought 
it worth while to a4d some of my latest English news-papers 
I am negotiatmg a treaty of defensive alliance mth thia 
court, upoi^ the basis of that concluded with Russia, accord 
ing to a coimter project ^ent out^pi me m answer to the over 
tures of the Porte made to me on the 28th July, and then 
sent home. My brother Sir Sidney Smith, is named to sue 
ceed Admiral Nelson in the Levant, and is moreorer joined 
with mo in the full power to sign the treaty If he amres m 
time os It II probable he may being to communicate verbally 
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witli the Porte, beibie ho attacks the Frencli in winch 

he will do in tlie most vigorous and conipiehensive way. 

The French Charge d’aff.ures here, RalJin, is with all his lega- 
tion in the Seven Toweis. The different consuls, including 
Jambon St. A/ulic, from Smyrna, with about 40 of the most 
dangeious demagogues and apo^tle.s, have been dispersed in 
the several forti esses of Amasia, Sinope, Samsoon, Tre- 
bisond, and Anapa, on the Black Sea. The Turkish and 
Russian fleets combined have reduced Cerigo, accepted the 
submission of Zante, and ganisoned Cephalonia; while All 
Pasha, governor of Yanina has purged the slip of Ex-Vene- 
tian termtory, on the coast of Albania, by the well timed and 
successful attack with 10,000 men of all the Fiench ports, 
such as Prevesa, Parga, &c., including the capture of the 
active emmissary Geneial Rosa, one of Bonaparte’s 'aid-de- 
camps in Italy, and commandant at Pievesa, with several 
other officeis, and about 250 men saved fiom the slaughter 
I shall say nothuig of English news, lefening your Lordship 
for that to the enclosed Our spa its aie i.nsed high by 
Nelson’s incomparable victory, and oui resources aiegie.it. 
If the powers of the Continent can but be roused fiom their 
stupid supineness, we may yet overthrow the monster that 
has threatened us with geneial destruction Naples pro- 
fesses itself to be ready, and even impatient to renew hosti- 
lities. The Court of Vrenna begins to acknowledge the 
necessity of a new wai. The Russian auxiharies are ordered 
to maicli. From Prussia I fear little good is to be expected. 
We may be even satisfied if no mischief be experienced. 
From the Germanic body no vigor is to be hoped for, such is 
therr pusillanimity, that they submit without a remonstrance 
to the repeated insults, and threats of France, whose con- 
tempt for them is mamfested by every new note tn a escendo. 

I hope your Lordship approves' my idea of the grand 
Signor’s and Vizier’s amicable exhortation to Tippoo, any thing 
of this kind that I can render moie to the purpose, I should 
rejoice to accomplish according to your ideas. 

I have the honour to be, with perfect truth and regard. 

My Lord, your Lordship’s, 

Very obedient humble servant, 

Spencer Smith. 
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T%t Enrl «/ to Tippoo SnUann 

Fort WUliiUD Sth Nowmber 17^ 

It affbrtlj me erricere laturacbon to lexini tlmt you have 
uomhiflted ttro perion* of integrity and honour to meet and 
confer tvith the Depubea appointed under my order* by Mr 
Duncan (the Governor of Bombay), for the purpoaea of Inves- 
tigating the question regarding the Taloota of Ameera and 
Soulea. It u only by means of regular enquiry oml amicable 
diacusaion that such questions can be adjusted among mde- 
pendent powers My determination, m the case of Wynaad 
was dictated by tboae pnndplea of justice and moderation 
which always direct the Company a Government, nor shall my 
acrupidoua adherence to the same principles be less marufeat 
in mv decision on your claim to the diitncts at present m 
question the poasession of which shall notbewithholden from 
you for an instant if atler full Investigation I shall be satis- 
fied of the justice of your title to them. 

It IS a well known truth, that they are always the most 
ready to respect the just nghts of others who are the most 
vigilant and resolute to mnintuo their own. 

I have understood your sentunenti concerning the ‘ turbu- 
lent disposition of interested men who by nature, are ever 
seeking oppoitnmties of sowing the seeds of dissension.” For 
the bappmess of mankind it is to be lamented that these 
authors of confusion are too numerous assiduous and success- 
ful, m oil parts of the world. In no age or country were the 
baneful and insidious aria of mtrigue cultivated with such 
lucceii oa they are at present by the French nation I sm- 
cerely wish that no impression had been produced on yonr 
dlsceming mind by that dangerous people but my situation 
enables me to know that they have reached your presence, 
and have endeavoured to pervert the wisdom of your councils, 
and to Instignte you to war against those who have given you 
no proTocabou. 

It Is impossible that you should suppose me to bo ignorant 
ofthe intercourse which subsista between you and the French, 
whom you know to be tho mvetemte enemies of the Company, 
and to be now engaged In an unjust war with the British na 
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tion You c.umot un.igmc me to be iiulifleiciit to the trans- 
.lolions winch ii.ive pasibcd i)et\\ecn you and tlie enemies ot* 
my countiy, noi does it appear neccssaiy oi piopcr tliat 
1 siiould an} longer conceal from you the sui prise and con- 
cein with which I pciccnod }ou disposed to involve yourself 
in all the ruinous couaequencet. of a connection, which threa- 
tens not only to subvert the foundations of fuendship between 
you .and the Company, but to intioduce into the lieait of 
yoiii kingdom the principles of anaichy and confusion, to shake 
youi own authoiity, to w'eaken the obedience of your subjects, 
and to destroy the ichgion w’hich you leveie. 

Immediately after my arriv.al at Bengal, X lead your coires- 
pondence with the late Governor-General, Sii John Shoie, 
and with the Acting Governoi Geneial Sir Aimed Clarke, 
.and I peiceivcd with great satisfaction, that m all your letteis 
you const.intly professed a disposition to strengthen the 
bonds ofsmccie attachment, and the foundations of harmony 
and concord established between you and the Honourable 
Company. I leceivcd paiticulai pleasure from reading youi 
last letter to Sir John Shore,’* m which you signified youi 
amicable desue that he should impress mew’ith a sense ol the 
friendship and unanimity so long subsisting between the two 
States. Youi subsequent letteis to me have abounded with 
professions of the same fiiendly natuie. 

Combining these professions of amity on youi’ part with the 
pioofs which the Company’s Government have constantly 
given of then sinceie disposition to maintain the lelations of 
friendship and peace with you , and advei ting, at the same 
time, to your reputation foi wisdom and discei nment, it was 
natural for me to be extremely slow to believe the various ac- 
counts transmitted to me of your negociations with the 
French, and of your military piepaiations , but A^iatever my 
leluctance to ciedit such reports might be, prudence lequired 
both of me and of the Company’s allies, that we should adopt 
certain measures of precaution and self defence, and these 
have accoidmgly been taken, as you wdl no doubt have ob- 
served. The Biitish Government and the allies, wishmg 
nevertheless to live in peace and fuendship with all then* 
neighbours, enter taming no projects of ambition, nor any 
views in the least incompatible with then i espective engage- 
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menti and looking to no other objecti than the permanent 
•ecunty and tranqiulhty of their oim donuniona and lubjecta, 
Trill always be re^y, aa they now arc, to afford you erery de- 
monitration of thecr pacific diapofition 

The Peuhwah, and hia Highncaa tho Nuam, concur Trith 
me m the observation* which I have offered to you m thia 
letter, and which, m the name of the Company, and of the 
Alhes, I recommend to your moat earnest confideradon , bnt 
a* 1 am also desirous of communicating to you^ on the b eha l f 
of the Company, and their allies, apian calculated to promote 
the mutual security and welfare of aQ parties \ I propose to 
depute to you for this purpose Migor Doveton who is well 
known to you, amLwho will expbun to yon more fiiBy and 
particularly the sole i means which appear to myself, and to 
the affies of the Company tQ be effectual for the salutary pur 
poie of removing all existing distrust and suspicion and of 
establishing peace and good understanding on the most dor 
able found^oiuLl 

You win, I doobt not, Jet me know at what tnne and place 
it will be cODvenient to yon to receive Alajor Doveton and 
as soon as your fnendly letter shall reach me I wUI direct 
bun to proceed, to your presence. 

I shall, expect your answer to this letter with an earnest 
hope that it may correapoud-with the pariflo. news and wishes 
of the affiea and that you may be cooTinced that you cannot 
in any manner better consult your true mterests than by meet- 
ing with cordiahty the present fiiendly and moderate ad 
Tance to a satisfactory and anucable settlement of all points 
on irhicb any doubt or on^ty may have onseu m the minds 
either of yourself or of the alliea. ( / 

A tfup Copy If B KaiioiitTOH* 

Pmkn Trsmliior to Oort. 


No. xem 

jy* E*ri \l9r^gi9n ft Ci^c£« J A Kirhp*melt BaAetU tU 
Bjf4€Twbti. 

Sia, Fort WiUlsm 9tli Nov J73S. 

I am happy to express my entire approbation of tho judge- 
ment, firmoess and discretion which yon have manifested dur 
lug the Important trausaction* which have passed since tho 
ratification of tlie new subsidiary treaty with tho Nuam and 
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which luavc teunnuitccl bo batisfuctoiily in the compieat exe- 
cution of the bccrot .nul i>epaiate uiticlcb of that engagement. 

Your conduct ni the negociation of the treaty luib already 
received ni} approbation 

I dcbiie }ou will signify to Lieutenant-Colonel llobei ts, and 
to the ollicerb and men under ills command, the high bcnse 
which I entcitain of the impoitant service which they have 
rendered to the Biitish inteiests, and to the Honomable the 
East India Company, by the piompt execution of youi in- 
structions. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel llobei ts the greatest degiee of 
public gratitude and applause is due for his skilful and judi- 
cious disposition of the troops under his command, and foi 
the temper and humanity of his conduct towards the French 
olUccrs in his custody. 

You will also expiess my appiobation of the seivice len- 
deied by Captain Scohy, in obedience to the orders of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Roberts. 

The entile leduction of the laige Fiench foice lately mthe 
service of the Nuam, and the complete subversion of the 
dangerous influence of that nation at the Court of Ilydeiabad, 
place his Highness at length in a position which will enable 
him, in the event of a war between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
alhes, to coopeiate in the vigorous prosecution of it with con- 
siderable efficacy , but though neither the abihty nor the dis- 
position of the Court of Plyderabad to contribute materially 
to the suppoit of the common cause can any longei be 
doubted, yet it must be obvious that without a full and pre- 
cise knowledge of the extent and natuie of the assistance 
which we may confidently rely on receiving fiom the Nizam, 
it wdl be impossible foi us to conceit with his Highness any 
plan of general opeiations, or even to decide satisfactoi ily on 
the practicabihty of attacking Seringapatara in due -season 
should the lefusal of Tippoo to comply with the demands 
which may be made by the alhes, lender that measuie ex- 
pedient. 

For this leason it is of the utmost importance to ascertain 
without delay, and ivith eveiy possible degiee of correctness 
and certainty, the following points — 

1. The greatest amount of -the force in cavalry, infantiy, 
and field ordnance, which the Nizam will positively fuinish , 
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not as an army to act topuratoly or in the way of divornion 
but to join ourt, and to proceed with it directly agninjt the 
capital of the enemy 

2. Tho earheat period at which the force to bo «o fumlahed 
can move from Hyderabad 

3. The place where the Niaam may dcjire that tbu force 
(hould effect a junction with our army 

4‘. The route by which tho Nutam would wuh thu force to 
march for the purpose of effecting »uch junction with the 
greatest fiicUity and deapatclu > 

5 The fpeedieat period at which we may safely expect the 
junction to take place- i ^ r ’ j 

6. The, person to whom the command of hii Highness a 
forces IS to be entrusted, 

7 The means or resources applicable by the Nlum to the 
due and regular supply of provisions, whether for the con- 
sumption of his own forces, or for the use of the united 
armies. 

These are the pnnapal heads of enquiry to which it u ne- 
cessary to direct your unmediate attendon. 

Upon these points I am anxious to obtain the eoibest and 
most accurate informatioou 

From these lesdmg pomts arise several c^uestions of a more 
minute description to which it will also be proper to give due 
consideration. I proceed to state the most important of these 
m the order in which they result from the preceding propo- 
sitions. < 

As the reduction of Sermgapatam in the event of a war, 
must constitute the sole object'of the alhev, it is imposnhle 
not to feel a desire that the whole of our subsidiary troops 
should be comprehended m the contingent to be ffimish^ 
by his Highness for the purpose of acting with oar army 
•jiiese with the addition of 6 000 of Mr Finglass s corps, 
and a suitable tram of Held ordnance, and joined by a body 
of from 8 000 to 10 000 of his Highness s best cavalry, under 
the command of Rissalohdars, of approved seal and ffdehty' 
would form os large a force as it would, perhaps be neces- 
sary to require from him. But If any of the Company’s sub- 
sidiary troops are to be withboldcn, although them place will 
be ill supplied by any other* m hu Highness s service the 
number of the latter must be proporbonably augmented 
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\Vhen 3^011 iiie 111 foi nice], however, that the aimy befoic 
Senngapat.im m Febiuaiy, 1792, amounted to 30,000 fighting 
men (exclusive of five native battalions in different pai ts of 
the enemy’s country, and foui battalions with the Nizam and 
tiie iMahiattas), that an equal force is now deemed requisite 
for the siege of this place , and that even with the aid of the 
whole of the subsidiary troops now at Hyderabad, we should 
wrth drfficulty draw together so considerable an army, you 
will perceive the necessity of urging the Nizam by every argu- 
ment in your power, to acquiesce in the arrangement here 
suggested. 

In the last war with Tippoo the whole of the subsidiary 
British force was absent from Hyderabad. No reason occurs 
to me which should induce his Highness on this occasion to 
retain any part of it about Ins own peison nor am I aware 
of any, other gi ound of objection to the employment of the 
whole of it against the common enemy, which must not equally 
have existed in the last war. I therefore entertain a sanguine 
expectation of his Highness’s ready consent to the proposed 
measure. 

I must not dismiss this article without instiuctmg you to 
be particularly careful, as far as may be in your power, to 
obtain the exclusion from every sort of command or trust in 
the Nizam’s contingent force of all those Sirdars whose con- 
duct duiing the last war furnished a just suspicion of trai- 
terous correspondence with the enemy. If necessary you 
must formally protest against the employment of those indi- 
viduals on the present occasion 

With regard to the second object of enquiry, or, the period 
at which the Nizam’s contingent can move, I need only ob- 
serve that, as it will have a considerable distance to proceed 
before it can effect a junction with the aimy of the Carnatic 
(whatever place of junction may be appointed), it is absolutely 
necessary that it shoidd commence its march as soon after 
your receipt of this as possible, observing, however, the cau- 
tion that it shall not any where m its progress pass mto the 
domimons of Tippoo Sultaun without further notice from me. 
The interval, I trust, will not be long, since no doubt his 
Highness’s piepaiations for enfoicmg the demand of satisfac- 
tion and security, which it was agreed by the alhes to make 
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upon Tippoo Sultaun Lave kept pace with* those of the Com- 
pany I Goveroment. 

>Aj to the third point which relatci to the place of the jimc- 
» tion, although it ib Decenary to coniult the pleaiure of the 
Niiam upon the subject, yet I am willing to beheve you will 
have no difficulty in' proving to hnn the expediency of leaving 
thu article to be ultimately adjusted between tbo Cominander- 
m-Chicf of the Company's army and the commanders of bis 
Highness s contingent force inclading the commanding officer 
of the- subsidiary troo^ 

With respect to the route to bo taken by the Nixoms 
troops, although this cannot bo completely ascertained imtil 
the place, of joncnonitith OUT army be determined and there 
fore most bo left in a' great measure to the discretion of tho 
Commander in-Chief exercised m concert with the officers 
commanding his Highness s division yet there appears to be 
no difficulty m fixing some general direction during the earher 
stages of the march Thus whether the place of junction 
should hereafter be appointed m the ncmity 'of Amboor 
Ryacottah or Covenporum it will be equally convemeot that 
his Highness s troops should proceed by Kurpah. To thu 
pomt, therefore, it cannot move too soon and before it can 
arnvo there the Commander ichChief wiU be able to deter 
mine on tho best direction for its further progress. 

It is of peculiar importance to ascertain the fifth pomt, or 
the speediest period at which the junction can be effected, 
with the ntmost accuracy possible 

It bemg understood that uiiless_the nmted armies could ax 
nve at Senngapatam by the middle of February the siege 
and capture of that 'place before the setting m of the mon- 
soon, would hardly be practicable to guard against such a 
disappointment it is absolutely requiaite that the army with 
Its Irattenng tram, should not be later In moving fiom Amboor 
than the end of January; of course the Nixams force ought 
to reach that place (lupposmg it to bo the appointed rendex-' 
vous) not later than the middle of that month For this pur 
pose it is stated to me that his Highness^ troops shobld be 
in motion by the 5th of December but as m order to render 
the junction os secure os possible a circuitous route from 
Kurpoh to Amboor (probably by Dalmacberrynnd Chiltoor) 
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may be deemed advisable, it is evident that they cannot com- 
mence their maich too soon 

It IS certainly extremely desiiable that Azmi ul Onna 
should put himself at the head of the Nizam’s foices, and if 
no substantial objection should arise to his leaving the person 
of his Highness, I ivisli you to uige Aznn ul Omra, by every 
possible aigument, to pioceed with the aimy. It is not, pei- 
liaps, of much consequence whether he is accompanied by 
one of the piinces oi not but in this ariangement I see no 
necessity foi jour mteiference If any solid reason should 
arise for the ministei’s lemaining with the Nizam, or if he 
cannot be pieiailed on to pioceed with the tioops, caie must 
be taken to select foi the commands peison whose zeal foi 
the common cause shall be accompanied by a due share of 
peisonal weight and authority These qualities in the com- 
mander of the Nizam’s forces aie to be sought in piefeience 
to imhtaiy knowledge and ,expeiience, winch, perhaps, it 
would be difficult to find in any consideiable degree among 
the Omras of the Court at Hyderabad ^ 

In the case of Azim ul Omra’s pioceeding with the Nizam’s 
force, I should think it advisable for you to accompany him, 
leaving youi assistant to attend on his Highness But m the 
event of the ministei’s remaining behind, it will be piopei 
that you should contmue at your station , and that Captain 
Malcolm should accompany the troops, accoiding to the same 
airangement undei which Lieutenant Stewait was employed 
in the last war, when assistant to Su John Kenneway. 

Although I feai that the dechnmg state of the Nizam’s 
health, joined to his incieasmg years, is but too hkely to ob- 
struct the measuie ,, yet I cannot help expiessing a wish that 
his Highness may be able, if not immediately, yet early in 
January, to advance in peison to the banks of the Kishna, 
where his position durmg the last wai, if it no otherwise con- 
tributed to the success of the general opeiations, tended to 
inculcate the behef of Bis serious disposition, to second them 

With legard ,to the point remaining to be considered,, 
namely, the regulai supply of provisions, it appeals to me 
that no tune should be lost m stoi mg as large quantities of 
gram as possible m Ganjecottah, Sedhout, and all the othei 
foits on the, southern frontier of his Highness’s dommrons in 
which such supphes^may be safely deposited. It is also -ex- 



334 


THE EARL OF MORNINCTOK, TO 


Nov 


trcmcly deeirnble that the imiustcr ihould gi\o the moiteffbe 
tunl encouragement to the Bnnjories to accompany and follow 
the army and I ihould tlunk jou could not better incidcate 
Hthc great advantage* of a liberal arrangement with thoie 
people, than by referring him to the result of Lonl Com 
wolh* • proceedings on this subject, of which be was himself 
an eye witness. I ULewlse outhonie you to cooperate with 
A»im ul Omra in the nseftil measure of engagmg the cordial 
service* of the Bnnjanes, by mahing such advance* of cash 
on behalf of the Company a* you may judge advisable or ne- 
cessary for this purpose; not exceeding, however, the sum of 
60 000 rupee* and taking sufficient security from them for 
the repayment of the some withm a reasonable tune. 

As m the event of Tippoo Sultaun s compelling the olUes 
to attack him , by refusing the security proposed to be de- 
manded of him, the immediate siege of his capital will con 
stitnte the solo object of their operations the consequence 
of this plan most be that all the snpphes for the army to be 
drawn from the Nizam t country must, for greater security, 
pass from Kurpah through the Caniabc by the way of Da 
makherTy Chittoor, Amboor, &c. or such other routes as 
may best suit with the circumstances of the momenL It will 
not be necessary however to communicate this arrangement 
to the Brinjanes who, when they perceive that it is not our 
mtention to occupy any posts in Tippoo s country on the di 
rect Ime between Korpah and Sermgopatam will naturally 
follow the army by the route just monUoned os the only one 
offiordi^g them equal secun^ 

The actual state of the Company s troops serving m the 
Nizams country with regard to field equipment of every de- 
scription is a subject wbicb‘ demands immediate attention 
Whatever deficiencies may exist no time should be lost m 
supplying them. A ou will, therefore, ascertain these imme- 
diately and as soon as possible privately advise Lord CUve 
of them, who will have my mstructiODs to issue the necessary 
orders for forwarding m due tiiw, to the place of rendezvous 
of the alhed army whatever articles wheJl be‘wauting to com- 
plete the equipment of the subsidiary troops for actual ser 
vice. 

Having In a former part of this letter supposed Mr Fin- 
gloss s corps to form part of tbo Nizam s contingent, and not 
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having hitherto in any of my letters to you touched on the 
subject of that party, I will now give you my sentiments 
and instructions respectmg it. 

On general piinciples of pohcyl am sensible of the danger % 
of admitting the estabhshment of corps of this desciiption 
among the country poweis, even under the command of Bri- 
tish subjects, but the numeious mditaiy estabhshments of 
Fiench adventurers in the seivice of the diffeient States of 
India suggested the necessity of opposing some counterpoise 
to their dangerous influence and growing power. Hence 
arose the mtioduction of Mr. Finglass into the service of the 
Nizam, and the subsequent augmentation of his coips. This 
howevei was a very inadequate security agamst the dangei 
which existed at Hyderabad, and which could never have 
been averted by any other means than the complete subvei- 
sion of the Fiench aimy in the service of the Nizam. 

This object having been happily accomplished, it becomes 
a question how far it is advisable for this Government to per- 
mit or countenance the continuance of Mr. Finglass’s corps. 
Oui right undei the treaty lately concluded between the Com- 
pany, to require the dismission of all the Euiopeans in his 
Highness’s service is unquestionable but would it be prudent 
or politic, 01 even just, to exercise it in this mstance 

It would perhaps be unjust, because the dismission of M 
Pnon’s coips, and the ai tides of the new tieaty undei which 
the restiictions of the former subsidiary troops still lemam in 
force, joined to those stipulations which limit the use of the 
Company’s troops to cases of important service, have abso- 
lutely deprived the Nizam of all means of executing a variety 
of mihtary duties of an mdispensable nature , unless his High- 
ness be allowed to retain Mi. Finglass’s corps m his service 

It would be impolitic, first, because it would naturally ex- 
cite great dissatisfaction in the mmd of the Nizam , and se- 
condly, because it would deprive the common cause, at a very 
critical period, of a body of troops, which, though not to be* 
compared with the Company’s, may be capable of rendering 
considerable service in the event of war 

On the whole, therefore, my opinion is, that it is expedient 
to encourage and support this corps (Mr Fmglass’s) to such 
an extent as may place it in a condition to act with effect m 
conjunction with oui own troops 
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For this purpote I mean to permit Mr FingUtr (on tbe 
tmu] applicatjon from theNIxam) to purchase irom tmo'to 
time, at Fort SL George any quanbty ofiordnance, ordnance 
^.Btorea and mnakets, which eh^l appear to ypu neceasary to 
the efficient equipment of his corps for aotnal service. But 
as the opportunities of procunng sncb arpcles are precnnous, 
I am also willing that any moderate supply of themi which 
may be required for the use of any dinsiomof the corps, ac 
tually proceeding as part of the Nixams contingent to join 
our army should be issued at your requisition iinim the Com 
pany s ArsenaLat Fort St. George ; and 1 ^ball i instruct the 
Government of that Presidency accordingly The Govern 
ment of Fort St. CJeorge wiD, however, ibe empowered to 
exercise its discretion with regard to the quantity of the 
several articles above mentioned which can at any time be 
spared with safety from the demands of them own mlLtary- 
servicei I think it probable bowi^ver that the magasmes be^ 
longing to the late/ French corps may be found suffiaent to 
the supply of mosLof the articles in which Mr Finglassr 
corps IS DOW deficient 

But while L consent to extend to this corps the degree of 
encouragement which I have described I most parbcularly 
enjom you to us6 the utmost vigilance for the purpose of pre- 
ventiDg the ndmiation of any others than British subjects 
not only into commands, but into any rank or station m the 
corps. You will also take care that soch Bntuh subjects 
retam their attachment to tbeir nabre country and to its laws 
and coDsbtubon ; and that they shall not, under the shelter 
of their Bntuh origin protect the growth of French Influ 
ence at the Court of the Kixam; 

The sixth article of the late -treaty furmshes you with 
ample meana of obtaining the dismissioD from thi» corps of 
any individunl whose conduct or‘prmciples'’may render him 
a just object of susphaon I conceive however, tha.t the 
commanding officer of thu party is not likely in any such 
to reduce you to the necessity of asserting the right of the 
Company un^er the treaty 

It is proper you should be particularly careiiil so to regu 
late your occasional mtercourso with the corps of Mr Im- 
ghus, os to prevent its exciting any jealousy or dissatisfaction 
in the mmd of the Nlxam or his minuters. On thu pnnciplo 
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it is jjeculiarly necessary that, except when your opinion or 
interfcience shall be expressly desii eel by his Highness or by 
A^iun ul Omia, you should avoid taking pait in any discus- 
sions winch may arise between that corps and the Durbar, 
\\hether relating to the pay of the pai ty, to the natuie of the 
duties and services requiied of them, or to any other point 
wliatevei. 

I must except, however, fiom tins general insti action, the 
case of any division of Mr. Finglass’s coips which shall hap- 
pen to compose pait of the Nizam's contingent, acting with 
the Company’s aimy foi it will at all times be incumbent on 
us to see that due measures aie taken by his Highness's mi- 
nisteis foi seciuiiig the legular payment of whatever troops 
may foim that contingent, whethei they shall be those of the 
Nizam, or the Company’s subsidized force, I accordingly de- 
siie that} oil mil exeit yourself to effect a satisfactory ar- 
rangement foi this puiposc mtli Azmi ul Oinia. 

My anxious desiie that Azim ul Omia, in person, should 
accompany the Niz.im’s contingent, is founded on my opmion 
that, fiom his picsence a gieatei degiee of secuiity would be 
derived, not only foi the punctual payment of the troops, but 
foi the piompt obedience, and efficient coopeiation of their 
commanders. 

I am, &c 

Mornington, 


No XCVIU. 

The Earl of Mormnglon to the Resident at Poonnh 
Sir, Fort William, lOth Nov 1798 

I have viewed with paiticular concern the enci easing em- 
barrassments of Doulut RaoScindiah, and the slow piogiess 
made by the Peishwa in the final aiiangement of his govein- 
ment The formei by obstructing the leturn of Scmdiah to 
Hindostan, and by tending to weaken his authority, and di- 
minish bis lesomces, threatens to depnve us of the* assistance 
of a power, whose coopeiation undei othei circumstances, 
might have been of the greatest advantage, in the event of an 
invasion from Zemaun Shah. The latter by disclosing the 
weakness and irresolution of the Peishwa’s mind, andbyleav^ 
ing me in doubt, whethei his councils will ultimately be 

VOL I. z 
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guulcd by fin influence fnentUy or hojtilo to hu connection 
with the Ctimpany mnkc* it impouiblo for me to judge with 
any confidence what Lis conduct u likely to be m the erent 
of a nipturo between the Company and Tippoo Sultaun. 

But whoterer may be tho ultimate determination of the 
PeuhwB, the period it amved, when it it become necesBory 
to call upon hhn in tho mott explicit manner, for the faithful 
perfprmanqe of the ^ngagementt contracted by hit prcdccet- 
tor and recogmxed by himselfi, 

1 enejote you tb® Ciopy and trantlation of a letter,, which I 
have thonghti proper to addrett to Tippoo Sultaun.* "iou 
withpnt r delay communicate thia letter to tho Peithwa 
who win no doubt perceive that the termt of it ore m exact 
conformity to the spmt of bia own declorationj, and to hu 
propoied dyaft of a letter on the aame subject. You will at 
the tame time pomt put to him the necetsity of moving hu 
forcet immediately toward* the frontier of Tippoo, aa weU 
for the purpotejof gmng lyeight to tho negocaatioat of the 
alhej should Tippoo consent to treat ot m order to be in a 
proper state of forwardness for cooperating with the armies of 
die Company and of the ^ixam m the event of the olhet be 
mg reduced to the neceiti^ of enforcing their just demands. 

I shall be tatisfied if tbePeishwas contmgeot shall omonnt 
to 20 000 horse provided tfau body of cavalry shall be of 
the best descnptioa belongmg to the state, and ■balT be com 
manded by Sirdars and by a principal Chief, well affected to 
the caose my confidence on tins last subject would be consi- 
derable were Emrut Row to be selected for thu important 
charge but I shoold feel very dififerenlly were either Gobmd 
Kishen himself or any other person closely connected with 
bun in pohtici or otherwise, to be appomted to it. "iou 
wiD therefore be particularly careful to prevent by every 
uienn s in your power, any nomination of tb?* dangerous 
nature since such a disposition of the Peishwas contingent 
would make it q^aestfopabl®* whether it* preiepcp at Sennga- 
patam, m the,(jTeDt of hos^ties might not be of more detrt- 
ment than, benefit to the genera) mtercst*. 

It u proper to ipenUon, m thu place, ^t the Peuhwa s con 
tingent must not poijs tjie frontier of Tippoo Sultaun, until 
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duly advised (m the mannei to be heieaftei specified) of the 
failme of the negociations, or until lequired to move either 
by the Commandei-in-Chief of the Company’s aimy m the 
Carnatic, or by the ofiicei in Command of our foices on the 
coast of Malabar. 

The 1 equisition foi the advance of the Mahiatta contmgent 
into the enemy’s countiy, will be accompanied by a communi- 
cation of the loute which it may be deemed advisable foi it to 
puisue, for the piupose of effecting a junction, either with 
the army of Malabar, oi with that of the Cainatic. 

You will advise Mi. Duncan confidentially, fiom time to 
tune, of the progress of your negociations with lespect to the 
Mahiatta contingent, the better to enable him, and General 
Stuart, eventually to estabhsh eveiy degree of piacticable 
concert between the movements of our aimy m Malabar, and 
those of the Mahratta foices. 

If the Peishwa after having read my lettei to Tippoo Sul- 
taun, and m consequence of the proposed mihtaiy movements, 
should require to know the natuie and extent of the security 
which I propose hereaftei to demand from Tippoo, you wiU 
answei, that this is a pomt on which I shall not be able en- 
tnely to make up my mind, until I see what impiession is 
pioduced on Tippoo by the letter which I have sent him on 
behalf of the alhes In the meanwhile the Peishwa may lest 
assured, that I feel no desue to exact any concessions fiom 
Tippoo, beyond the objects avowed m my lettei to him, oi 
inconsistent with the Peishwa’s own sentiments, as expressed 
to youiself, and m his proposed draft of a letter to Tippoo, 
and that no settlement of any kmd shall ever be made by me 
with Tippoo, m which the Peishwa and the Nizam shall not 
paiticipate equally in all i aspects with the Company. 

I am, &c., 

Mornington. 


No. XCIX 

The Earl of Mornington to the Right Hon Henry Dundas 
My Dear Sir, Fort William, 12tli Nov 1798 

My last piivate lettei to you was closed on the 11th of 
October * On the ISth, I leceived the despatch of the secret 


* See p 288 
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committee dated the 18th of Jiuie,* and fonrarded overland, 
and on the same day a confirmation of tho reports of the 
progress of the French arms m Egypt 

It IS difficult to exprets the satisfiiction which I derived 
from finding that the measures which I hod taken, in conse- 
quence of tho alhance formed between Tippoo and the 
French, corresponded so happily with your principles and 
views on the some occasion. \ou will observe by a reference 
to my several despatches that I had not only anticipated all 
your orders before the overland despatch had lefti England, 
hut that the whole course of the ideas which passed through 
my mmd during the late critical conjuncture of our affinrs in 
this quarter, coincided entirely with the tenor of your opi- 
nions 

On the only point which you have thonght too delicate to 
decide at home I am happy to be able to remove your appre- 
hension. « 

Aly former letters will have apprised yon of the signature 
of the treaty of Hyderabad and of the opproacb of the Bndsb 
detachment toward that aty The detachment under the 
command of Lientenont Colonel Roberts arrived at Hydera 
bad on the 10th of October and on the Sihid of October the 
Bntuh troops imder the orders of the Kixam, and with the 
cooperation of a body of 2000 of hu cavalry sunoanded the 
camp of the French army disarmed oU the Sepoys, and se- 
cured the persons of, all the French officers then m camp. 
Thu operation was happily efliected without bloodshed, anti 
without contest A mutiny having broken out m the Fronch 
comp on the preceding day and the Sepovt having impnson 
ed tbei^ officers the Resident at Hyderabad, and Lieatcnant 
Colonel Roberta with the coiuent of the Nixam judiciously 
availed themselves of this favorable opportumty to execute 
this important measure, without difficulty or danger 

The French officers by my particular orders were treated 
with every practicable degree of attention and humanity ; at 
the period of their arrest by our troops their persons were m 
confinement and their hves in danger fVom tho mutiny pre- 
Toilmg in their camp and tho greatest difficulty w^cli 
Colonel Roberts encountered was that of rescuing the nn 
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prisoned odicers fioni the violence of then own Sepoys. 
Partieulai caie was taken to save the piopeity of tlic ofiiceis 
foi their use, as well as to obtain foi them such niieais of 
pay and allowances, as were due to them from his Highness , 
Captain Kirkpatiick nifoims me, that he has been completely 
successful in effecting both these desirable objects The 
French odiceis aie now on then passage to this Piesidency 
on boaid the Bombay fiigate, which I had pieviously sta- 
tioned at M.isuhpatam for their accommodation. On their 
arinal at Calcutta, it is my intention to leceive them with the 
coiisideiatiou due to then icspective lanks, and to allow them 
every indulgence compatible with the security of then pei- 
sons I propose to send them to Em ope by the eaihest op- 
portumty, using the precaution of dispeising them m diffeient 
ships. On their airnal m England, I have engaged that 
they shall not be tieated as piisoiicis of wai, but shall be im- 
niediatel}^ tianspoited to Fiance, without suffeiing any deten- 
tion for an exchange of piisoneis 

I am persuaded, that you will consider this event as a cir- 
cumstance of pecuhai good foitune in the piesent moment 
The effects of it must be to sccuie to us, wdiatevei benefits 
can be deiived from the coidial coopeiation of the Ni/am, in 
the event of a wai w'lth Tippoo, and, in the ineanwhile, so 
consideiable a leduction of the Fiench influence in India 
must be viewed as an impoitant benefit, at a moment when 
the adventuious and enteiprumg spuit of that nation is di- 
rected to the object of eiectmg an Empiie in India, on the 
ruin of ouis 

With respect to the Couit of Poonah, our affans m that 
quaitei also have taken a very favoiuable turn Nana Fui- 
navese has been lestoied to the Ministiy, and has publicly 
taken charge of the affairs *of the Government. I have al- 
ready mfoimed you, that the Peishwa had concurred without 
hesitation m all my arrangements at Hyderabad, and had uni- 
formly professed his detei mination to abide by his defensive 
engagements with us, m the event of hostihties with Tippoo. 
The restoration of Nana, seemes the Peishwa’s faithful exe- 
cution of those engagements, and affoids a strong ground of 
expectation of further improvements in the nature of our con- 
nection with that state. Neither Tippoo nor the French will 
ever acquire any influence at Poonah, while Nana shall hold 
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the reuiB of power Nana hoi too much wbdom to Involvo 
the Mahratta Empire m mch desperate connections 

On the 31it of October, wo learnt the satisfactory intelh 
gence of the glonoui nctory at Bekir, which I immediately 
announced by a circular letter to all the Frincei of India, not 
omitting Tippoo Sultaun. Being stiU uncertain of the fate of 
the French army, I have not rdiuced any port of our mihtary 
or na?al preparations, for the nature of which I refer yon to 
my letters to the secret committee. But I have deemed this 
a faTorable opportunity for opening a negotiation with Tippoo 
Sultaun, which you will observe the state of affairs at Hyderu 
bad and Poonah, now admit of my commencing m conformity 
to my original new of the subject A copy of my letter to 
Tippoo forma a number of the secret packet* 

I wish it were m my power to express my labsfacbon m 
the alaenty with which the Government of Fort St George, 
have executed my orders for the defence of the Carnatic. 
But I am concerned to state that notwithstanding the cor-' 
dial disposiQOQ of XiOfd Chve to second my exertions in the 
public service unnecessary and onwomntahle delays have 
pcevBiled m the mihtary equipments m that quarter and the 
movement of the hattanng tram towards the frontier (a mea 
sure absolutely nocesiary for the purpose of giving effect to 
our negotmtions with Tippoo) has been delay^ several 
weeks, until at length no alternative was lef^ but that of de- 
ferring the movement altogether imtd after the monsoon or 
of attempthig it during the monsoon at the haxard of mter 
mption from the bod weather The latter altemabye after 
much hesitation was adopted. 

You win perceive by the secret despatchea, tbnf I Iiave 
taken measures for embodying the Calcutta European mfliba. 
I expect that their numb^ wiH not fall short of 1600 men 
This useful uisbtubon had grown obsolete os I conceive 
that great advantage uught be derived from it m any case of 
sudden emergency, I have availed myself of this opportunity 
to renve it, intending to place it on a permanent foundabon. 

Onr accounts of Zemaun Shah, are still extremely vague 
and contradictory I have however, thought it prudent to 
continuo our preparabon on the north western fronber, where 
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I trust our defences are perfectly secure. My letters to the 
Secret Conunittee contain so full a detail of all the circum- 
stances of our piesent situation, and of the steps which I 
have taken for the purpose of meeting the exigencies of the 
moment, as they have arisen, that I do not feel it necessaiy 
to tiouhle you with any further particulars in this letter. 

I have leceived the mihtaiy regulations, and I have already 
given the necessaiy orders for carrying into execution, that 
part of them which relates to the promotion by regimental 
rank; with lespect to the i eduction of the allowances, it is a 
question which I have not yet decided, whether it might not 
be advisable to postpone, foi a time, a measure which would 
necessarily tend to slacken the zeal of the officers who may 
be called into the field in the pi esent crisis , hut this is a con- 
sideration merely of time, and of prudence, for the temper 
of the army is such, and I tiust my authority so firmly esta- 
bhshed, that I have no expectation of meetmg with any diffi- 
culty 01 dangei m car lying the oiders of the Court into effect, 
I may hereafter suggest some observations on some parts of 
those orders 

The despatches to the Seciet Committee, and to the Court 
of Directors, will shew you the amount of the voluntary con- 
tributions within these piovmces, when you will recollect, that 
the greater part of it is furnished from the annual income of 
the suhscribei s, I think it will appeal a sufficient testimony of 
their zeal and public spirit The same spurt has apperured on 
the occasion of the calling out the militia , aU desciiptions of 
the European and Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta having 
manifested the utmost degree of alacrity m offering then pei- 
sonal services 

I am, &c. 

Mornington, 
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Tkt £mr{ ^ ItantimgfM U Lord CUo*, 

AIt Lobd, Fort^fllliun l-lth NoTcmbcr 1753 

I am mott happy to leam that your battering tram it in 
inch fonvardncti, and if the tame tpmt of alacrity and des- 
patch can (through your Lordthip t toeans) bo infuted into all 
the deportmenti of your GoTernment, you will hereafter have 
the tatisfoction to reflect, that you have contributed mott 
effectually to the pretervation of that Empire which waa ac 
quired by the strength of our arms, and must be maintained by 
tbo same means. For ray own part I declare to your Lordship 
that I deem myself bound by every principle of duty and cha- 
racter to BOipend every other consideration as secondary to 
the indispensable object of providing a large force in the field 
and on efficient system of alliance , and so entirely devoted 
am 1 to the exigenaet of this duty that my estunate of eba 
racters and my sentiments of respect, and even of affection m 
this country are regulated absolutely by the degrees of seal 
and alacrity which 1 find in those who are to assist me m thia 
great straggle Nor can I conceive a more firm foundation 
or a more honourable bond of friendship than a common 
share in the labours difficulties, and honour of defending and 
saving so valuable a part of the Bn&sb Empire, This is the 
nature of the conneebon which I seek with your XiOrdship 
and these are the sentunents which render me so averse to 
those men who appear negligent, or reloctant, or nresolulo 
in a conjuncture which ought to extinguish all partiabbes, all 
private resentments and affeebons and to mute and annnste 
all t a l en ts and exertions in one common cause. In this effort 
your Lordship and I have the satiifacbon to know that we 
have the most strenuous support of the whole Government at 
home and that we must have that of every acquainted 
with the real mterests of India and attached to those of Great 
Britain. In such a canse and with such support we may 
safely tread with a Ann step and proceed steadily In a for 
word courso; and I trust the moment is not distant when we 
may look back with mutual satuCacUon and approbation to 
every step of the course wo have pursued and may claim 
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With justice and with success the gratitude of our country, 
and the best rewaids of honest ambition. I am o^-tremely 
happy to learn that your Lordship continues to approve the 
conduct of my brother/ it does not become me to say with 
how much safety you may repose implicit confidence in his 
honour and disci etion. You will, I hope, have understood 
fiom him my coidial ivish to conduct my inteicouise with 
your Loidship upon a footing of the most unreseived fiee- 
dom, Avithout a sensation of jealousy, or with any othei object 
than that of a sincere imion for the purpose of fiist pieseiv- 
ing, and finally of impioving, the inteiests comimtted to our 
joint charge. 

1 have the honour to be, &c 

Mokntngton 


No. CL 

Mrjoi Gene) at Sir J H Craig to the Earl of Morning ton 
My Loud, Cuwnpore, 15th Novembei, 1/98 

I cannot lefiain from taking the liberty of congratulating 
your Ivoidship, which I do ivith very gi-eat satisfaction, upon 
the successful issue of your Loidship’s measures to extiipate 
the Fiench influence at the Court at Hydeiabad. Nothing 
struck me more forcibly, upon my aiTival in this country, than 
the extent of the mischief which might be created by that 
baneful and inimical ascendency. It was reserved foi yom 
Loidship’s firmness and political wisdom to remove an evil of 
so dangerous a tendency I very sinceiely hope that the de- 
cision and energy, which have soemmently characteiized this 
the first step of youi Loidship’s admmistration, will pioduce 
the effect of restoring oui national chaiacter foi vigour and 
spirit, upon which points I fear it has suffered much of late 
years m the opinion of the natives. 

I have the honoiu* to be. 

My Lord, 

youi Loidship’s most obedient Servant, 

J H. Craig. 

* The Duke of Wellm^ton, then Lt Col. Wellesley, who had been sent 
by the Governor General to Madras with his regiment, the 33d infantry 
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J/lpor Gfftertd Sir J H Crdf to tkt .£VW ^ HorningioR 
Mt I/ORD Ca>TOpor^ 16th NoTcmber 179d 

Our intelligenco contmue* unvaried m confirmation of the 
SbahB detenmiuition to attempt the mvoflioa of Hindostan 
and of hifl being on the pomt of crotaing the Attock for the 
pnrpoie. I have no doubt that CoL Colhnj will hare tran#- 
nutted to your Lordihip the report of hit caauda^ the account 
of which I received from him yetterday evemng and which 
wta at the tame time confirmed, m all ita maten^ parts, by a 
letter that I receired from one of my own people, a copy of 
which I sent to the Commander m-Chiof last night ; this letter, 
which by the bye, ought to have reached me at least three 
days sooner them it did contained the report of two of my 
hrrearrahs, who returned direct from the Attock. The part 
of It which I saw with the greatest regret has been the confir 
tnaboD as for as such can be deduct from public report, of 
the opuuoD I have for some tune past held that httle or no 
resistance would be made by the Seiks, and 1 fear as httle is 
to be expected on the part of the Alohrattos Seeing no reason 
to doubt tbe Shah s advanemg soon, it would at any rate now 
be my wish to assemble the army at Anopiheer as soon as cir 
cumsiances will admit. I feel however an additional mducement 
to the domg it, m the hope that it may give encouragement 
to the latter to attempt something at least In their present 
dmded and distracted state, I fear tbe offering any direct op- 
position to th^ Shah s approach to Delhi is more than can 
expected from them but if they should assemble any body of 
troops with a view of protecting their nearer frontier from bis 
mcursioni and could be prevailed upon to act with a httle 
vigour on his flank and m his rear which will be open to them 
if he advances towards the boundaries of the Visier’s domz 
mons, It might bo useful { and I shall be glad to be honoured 
with your Ixirdship s instructions how far I may proceed in 
concert with Colonel Collms, m suggesting the idea to them 
or m hiteniDg to any overtures that they might make for a 
junction of forces, under circumstances that would not carry 
us far from our own frontier or create any disadvantogo os to 
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the local situation of an action. A reference to the map will 
point out to youi Lordship that if the Shah should advance 
fi-om Delhi, on this side the Jumna, it may equally he in the 
intention of pursuing his conquests over the Mahrattas, or 
of turning his aims agamst us. We should, therefoie, he 
equally concerned m opposmg his progress , and though, un- 
able to accomphsh this of themselves, yet such of the Mah- 
latta chiefs, as lemam united and attached to Scindiah, might 
he willing to jom and assist us m an attempt, m which theie is 
not a doubt but they must consider themselves as mterested^ 
even in the gieat stake of their existence as a nation in these 
parts. The distance from Anopsheer to the neaiest part of 
the Jumna does not exceed forty miles, and if the aid of any 
toleiable body of the Mahiattas can be procured at the iisk 
of advancmg a pait of that distance, instead of waitmg foi 
the enemy somethmg nearer oui own fiontiei, I should 
piesume that youi Lordship will think it advisable to adopt 
the measiue At the same time it appeals to me that it must 
depend upon a knowledge of the extent of the assistance that 
IS to be expected fiom them, and if your Loidship should 
think It prefei able. It might, if expedient in othei lespects, be 
bi ought about as a sort of mihtaiy agieement between the 
leadeis of the lespective aimies without the intervention of 
Government m a formal tieaty I have confidence in assuiing 
youi Loidship that you may lely on my piudence in the ex- 
eicise of any discietionaiy latitude, with which youi Loidship 
may think piopei to entiust me m this lespect 
I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

yoiu Lordship’s most obedient 

and most faithful humble Sei vant, 

J H. CariG 


No cm. 

'Fipijoo SuUaun to the Goeernor General 
20th No\ ember, 1798 '(Received 15th December, 1798) 

It has lately come to my eais fiom lepoit, that in consc- 
ciuence of the talk of mteiested persons mihtaiy prepaiations 
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are on foot. Report u equally jubject to the bLchliood of 
being true or faW I bare the iuHeit confidence that the 
present is without foundatian. By the favour of God, the con- 
ditions (or obligationa) of peace established (between us) have 
obtained the utmost degree of strength and firmness, under 
the circumstances of their baring been firmly observed and 
adhered to of the daily mcreosing union and friendship and 
of the constant intercourse of correspondence it (the report) 
cannot possibly be entitled to credit but the promulgation 
of such reports eiccites my sorpnse. My friendly pen wntei 
this I hope your Lordship will be pleased to gratiiy me by 
writing of it. From a desire to nmlntoin the obbgationj of treaty 
and engagement, I have no other intention (or thought) than 
to give increase to friendship, and my friendly heart is to the 
last degree bent on endeavours to confirm and strengthen 
the foundations of harmony antj union. 

Let your Lordship always continoe to gratify me by glad 
dcmng letters notif^g your wcllare. 

A tros TmuUlloQ N B. EoMoasroMB 
Perdsn Tnuulstor to Oort. 


Na CrV 

TTl^ Ri^kt H— HeMJy LhuulMt ft the ^ 

WhnJjJedoQ 16th Joae, 1798. 

Mv DEAR Loan, (Horelred 20th November 1798) 

Haring been unwell for a considerable part of this spring, 
and particulaHy distressed with a weakness in my ejes, 1 
hare been obliged chiefly to make ose of a Secretory s hand 
Perhaps you may tell me that this does not require much 
apology * 

The subject of this letter arises from recent despatches 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and thn state of afiidrs in the 
Mediterranean, m consequencq of a French fleet and a great 
armament being fitted out from Toulon, and haviDg actually 
soiled upon some secret expedition under the conduct of their 
favourite General Buonaparte The mtelhgcnco we have 
reemved from the Cape must ba\e reached you either from 
the blauntius Itself or from the Cape of Good Hop© long bo- 




1798 


THE EARfi OF JrORNINQTON. 


349 


foie you can leceive this. I think it however right to send 
the copy of a pioclaination said to he issued by the Goveinoi 
of the Mauiitiusj and if it speak true, we are probably at this 
time at war mth Tippoo Sultaun. If we are not, it must have 
aiisen either fiora his name being mtioduced into the procla- 
mation -without his authoiity, or fiom his having in conse- 
quence of pioper lepiesentations from oui Government in 
IndiJ, disclaimed and disavowed the whole in such a mannei 
as to set your mind at ease upon the subject. Wlien I speak 
of disclamnng what is imputed to him, I mean that his con- 
duct should be such as to evince the sinceiity of his piofes- 
sions, foi if he contents himself with a meie denial, and is at 
the same tmie, by prepaiations and hostile movements, de- 
monstrating his leal intention of bieach of tieaty with this 
countiy, your Loidship’s wisdom and vigilance will not be 
lulled asleep oi tiifled with, but will, when you think it 
the pioper moment foi doing so, bimg him to an explana- 
tion in the only way such conduct meiits, and I am per- 
suaded that It will be your peculiai caie so to act with re- 
gal d to othei allies, as to induce them to cooperate with us 
in chastizing sonotoiious a bieach of faith, not only to us, but 
to all those who weie united together in that war which led to 
the peace concluded undei the auspices of Maiquis Corn- 
walhs. 

I likewise send to your Loidship the most recent intelli- 
gence we have received lelative to the expedition fitted out in 
the Mediterianean. 

Foi along time it was rumoured thatBuonaparte was intended 
to lead the threatened invasion against Great Britam and Ire- 
land, but whether it has proceeded from the irresistible supe- 
riority of our fleet, or from the gi eat preparations which the zeal 
and loyalty of his Majesty’s subjects has enabled him to make 
throughout the Kingdom, I cannot pretend with certamty to 
know, but it does appear that of late they have been more 
reserved m then menaces, and less forward m their prepara- 
tions in the ports opposite to our coasts, and the great ex- 
ertions of the Repubhc appear to have been made to fit out 
the present armament fiom the ports of the Mediterranean. 
The destination of this expedition has been matter of va- 
rious conjecture It was for some time supposed to be des- 
tmed against Naples, or Portugal, or, under cover of the latter. 
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to ky the fonnilation of rovolutionkuig the Spaniah monarchy 
By the latent mtelhgoncc traninutted to me by Lord Gren 
TiUe, the copies of which ore herewith mdoaed it would ap- 
pear that Egypt and India arc the nlthnato object of thu great 
preparation. We have inteBigence of the armament having 
actually eafled upon the 19th day of May and wo entertam 
•anguine hopea that, whatever the destination of it may be, the 
design of the enemy will be ihiatratcd and the armament it 
self destroyed by a powerful squadron acting m the Medi 
terranean under the command of Sir Horatio Nelson, the ob- 
ject of which IS to watch and to pursue it, wherever its 
coarse may he directed If it actually is destined for Egypt, 

it appears to me to be a great and a masterly stroke and if 
successful wouldbeattended with very permmous conseqnences 
to the interests of this country In order to avoid entering 
into a long detail at present upon that view of the subject, 
I shall content myself with eendmg your Lordship a copy of 
a letter written to Lord GrenviUe* two days ago m conse 
quence of the mtelligence communicated to me by his Lord 
ship We expect soon to receive certain advice both of the 
object of the expedibon &om Toulon, and of the success of the 
force which has been detached to counteract it but with the 
intelligence before us to which I have referred in thm letter 
pm Majoitys servants would be culpable m delaying a mo- 
ment to mform you of what is at present known to them, and of 
the measures' which they have m consequence resolved upon 
It IS intended with as httle deky as posslhle to send a 
very respectable reinforcement of European force for the ser 
rjce of India. .First, a body of about 7,500 troops from tba 
Cape of Good Hope that settlement to be strengthened by 
other force as soon as arcumstanccs wiH allow of it. Se- 
condly it u proposed to send 1,500 newly recruited troops 
to the gamton of Gibraltar and to forward from thence to 
India an equal number of troops which have been seasoned 
there and lastly there are above 1 500 European troops 
now serving in Portugal, which it is likewise mtended to or 
der for India. These didereot detachments, from the flower 
of the Bndsh army will tend to put his Majesty s European 
forces m India upon a respectable footmg By the aminge- 
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inent ^\^lh the East Iiuha Company, In'! ^f.ijesty’s Eiuopcan 
icgiment'j of infantiy aie to be 1,900 stiong IIis Royal High- 
ness tlie Duke of York will accoidmgly issue Ins oideis to 
the Connnaiuleis-m-Chief at the dillerent settlements, to diaft 
the leaiments into each other m such a mannei as not to m- 
ciease the expense agiced upon in the arrangement ivith the 
Company. 

j\[y deal Loid, 

Y'lth smceie legaid, and with eveiy ivisli foi the success 
of 30 U 1 ^Vdministiation, your’s veiy faithfiill), 

IIenrv Dund \s 


No CV. 

'/Ac' Earl of Morntn^ton (o the Court oj Directoi^ 

IIoN Sirs, Fort Wdljam, No\ I79S 

Ry my lettei despatched oveiland fiom Foit St Geoige, I 
had the honour to infoiin you of my ariival at that Piesidency 
oil the 9f)th Apiil. 

I lost no time in endeavouring to execute your commands 
with lespett to the piopositions, which you liad directed me 
to make, to lus Highness the Nabob of the Cainatic 

I am concerned to infoiin you that the concihatoij'^measuies, 
which, in confoinnty to the spiiit and lettei of youi instruc- 
tions, I emploj^ed, in the hope of pcisuading his Highness to 
agiee to a modification of the tieaty of 1799, pioduced no 
moie favouiable effect upon his Highness’s mind than to diaw 
fioin him lepeated acknowledgments of yom model atzon and 
justice. 

I w'as equally unsuccessful in my endeavouis to peisuade 
his Highness to entei mto any adjustment of his debt to the 
Company. 

By my lettei of the 93id of June, despatched oveiland, I 
had the honour to mfoim you of my aiiival at Cqjcutta on 
the 17th May, on the 18th of which month I took chaige of 
the Government General of yom possessions in India. Soon 
after my arrival I despatched to the Government of Foit St 
George my final directions for cairying mto effect the ordeia 
pf your Secret Committee w'lth legaid to the deposition of 
Amei Sing, the late Rajah of Tanjoie, and to the establish- 
ment of Serfojee upon the thione of that kmgdom * 


* See p 41 
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It a great tatiifocdon to me to leom from the GoTcm 
ment of Fort St George that this ilgnal act of juatice took 
place without oceanoning any diitiiTbance at Tanjore. 

The itate of your flnancei a# thu Preaidency demanded 
my earhe«t attention 

The enquiry which I propoied to mititute* mto the vanouj 
branches of expenditure and rerenue, ai well at this Presi< 
dency aa at your other settlements, is commenced in Bengal 
at Madras, and at Bombay 

At thu Presidency I bapo no doubt that the result of the 
enquiry will lead to a redaction of expense, and to on nog 
mentation of your resources. 

The detail of my proceedings on thu subject tball be for 
warded to you as soon as the enquiry shall hare been com 
pleted but m the mterral 1 shall not delay the adoption of 
such measures as shall appear to promue any substantial and 
speedy benefit to your afiairs. 

The state of yoor pubho boUdinga, and of the allowances 
to your serrants under the head of house and office ren^ boa 
formed one branch of my InvestigatioDS and I hope to be 
able to effect a considerable permanent reduction in the 
charges on that head accompanied by an improrement of 
your estate at Calcutta os well as by an addition to the ac 
commodotion of your serrants and by other arrangements 
tending to facditaCe the despatch of public business in all the 
principal departments of your cml semcc. 

While I was engaged m considering the means of nnpitmiig 
the internal order and management of your finances I re- 
ceived luteUigeuce which, led me to apprehend the approach 
of a war with Tippoo Sultmin, aided by a French force. Your 
Secret Committee u m possession of thu mtcihgonce, of which 
the result on my mind was, a firm conriction that the safety 
of your possescons m the peninsula of India demanded that 
your armies should be placed m an active and early state of 
preparation for war Accordmgly haring apprized the Go- 
vemor of Fort St. George as early os the 9th June,-[’ of my 
apprehensions of the designs of the enemy, and haring di- 
rected hu attention to the probabihty of onr being involved 
in hostihticsj on the 20th Jonej; 1 issued my final orders to 
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the Governments of Fort St Geoige and Bombay foi calling 
youi armies into the field on the coasts of Coromandel and 
Malabar These orders have been executed, and I tiust 
that the subsequent disclosure of the piojects entei tamed by 
France agamst the Biitish empiie in India, and the adven- 
turous and daiing sphit with which those piojects have been 
piosecuted, will sufiSciently justify to your Honouiable Comt 
S^the measuies of piecaution which I deemed it my duty to 
at^pt for the defence of your teiiitoiies, although the im- 
mediate effect of those measuies has necessarily occasioned a 
laige increase of yom expenses, a diminution of youi cora- 
meicial investment, and a suspension of the improvements 
which I had hoped to have accomplished in the state of your 
pecuniary affans 

It would have been a most impi evident and mistaken eco- 
nomy to have hazaided the permanent safety of the Biitish 
empire m India, and to have abandoned the sources of your 
commeicial prospeiity ivithout defence to the attack of the 
enemy, for the puipose of preserving a specious and delusive 
appearance of security in a conjuncture of real dangei 

I am persuaded that the wisdom and justice of your Ho- 
nourable Court will readily approve the pohcy of saciificing 
a degree of tempoiary advantage to the important object of 
providing an effectual protection for the foundations of your 
trade and revenue, and foi the lastmg tranquillity of your 
possessions in India. 

Under the expectation of an approachmg war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, aided by the French, the state of our alhances with 
the country powers became an anxious object of my consi- 
deration. 

I have submitted a full detail of ray opiraons and proceed- 
ings upon this subject to your Seciet Committee, but it is my 
duty in this place to request the attention of yom Honourable 
Court to the condition m which I found om alhance with his 
Highness the Nizam, and to the happy impi ovement which 
circumstances have enabled me to effect m the natme of oui 
connection with that pi race. 

The corps commanded by French officers in the service of 
the Nizam, which, duimg the last war with Mysore, amounted 
to no more than 1,500 men, and was at that period of time so 
defective m pomt of disciphne as to be lather an object of 
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contempt than of jealousy to your Governments in India, bad 
gradually augmented its numbers and improved ita diaciplme 
under the command of the late Monsieur Raymond, until at 
the period of my arrival in India it had nearly reached the 
number of 14,000 men and had attained a degree of diaci- 
phne superior in every respect to that of any native infantry 
m India, excepting the sepoys entertained m ypur service 
This corps formed the largest and most efficient branch of 
the military estabhshment of his Highness, and the French 
officers hnd acquired a considerable ascendancy m his domi- 
nions, and had manifested on several occasions, the symptoms 
of a disposition so arrogant, overbearing, and adventurous, 
as to exdte alarm In the minda of bis Highness and of his 
ministers. Although his Highness bad entered mto no en- 
gagement or obhgation which in any degree bonnd hnn to 
retain this party m his service, and although their sudden 
dismission would at any moment have been warranted by 
every principle of justice, and their contanuanc© at Hyderabad 
threa ten ed the independence, if not the existence of his High 
ness s throne, yet the Nixam and bis ministers confested their 
inability to check the growth of a power, of which they ac 
knowledged the dangerons hiduence and dreaded the destruc 
tive effect. 

The prmciplei of the French officers commanding tln^ army 
were avowedly the same with those of the persons who for 
some time past have exercised the powers of Government m 
France, and their enmity to the Bntiih mterests was declared 
on all occasions. While this army commanded by French 
men of inch principle* and views and of such uncontrolled 
power remained m the service of the Nizam his Highness s 
alHaDce must have proved a source rather of danger than of 
advantage to the Company in the event of a war with Tippoo 
tioltann and that danger would have been greatly aggra 
vated by any cooperation which might hare been affiorded to 
Tippoo from France. Yanooa other considerations will oc 
enr to the wisdom and pxpenence of your Honourable Court, 
to prove the direct and coUatersd eSecta which the existence 
of a numerous armed French party in the centre of the Dec 
can must have produced, whether in time of war or of peace* 
upon the whole frame of yoor political mterests m India. 
Under these grcmuitances, the expulsion of the French party 
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from the Court of Hyderabad appeared to me to be a neces- 
sary part of that system of precaution and defence by which 
I hoped to be enabled eitlier to encounter the pressure of 
war, or to secuie the advantages of peace. 

With these ^^ews on tlie Sth July, I nistiucted the Acting 
Kesident at Hyderabad to open a negociation with his High- 
ness the Nizam, pioposing an addition to the British detach- 
ment serving at Hydeiabad, and stipulating for the dismission 
of the corps commanded by French officers in his Highness’s 
service. 

A new subsidiary treaty, founded on this basis, and em- 
bracing other collateral arrangements (particulaily such con- 
ditions as appealed necessary for the removal of all causes of 
jealousy, and foi the restoration of union and concoid be- 
tween oui two allies, the Peishwa and the Nizam), was signed 
by his Highness at Hydeiabad on the 1st of Septembei, and 
ratified by me in Council on the ISth of the same month. 

By this treaty an increase is made in the Biitish subsidiaiy 
force serving with his Highness of 1,400 men, and an increase 
in the annual subsidy paid by his Ehghness, of about nineteen 
lacs of rupees. The former subsidy having been 53,713 Arcot 
rupees per mensem, and the subsidy under the new treaty 
being 5,01,425 Arcot rupees per mensem, or 54,17,100 Arcot 
rupees per annum. 

;rhe substance of this treaty was communicated to the 
Peishwa both previously and subsequently to its conclusion, 
and at both periods he expressed his entire approbation of 
the nature and tendency of the new engagements, as weU in 
their operation upon the interests of the Mahratta empu’e, as 
upon those of the Nizam. 

On the 13th July^ I ordeied the Government of Fort St. 
George to assemble such a force in the Guntoor Cucai as 
might enable me to fulfil the subsidiary engagements of the 
Company, under the new treaty, at the earliest possible penod 
subsequent to its conclusion. This measure was executed 
with the utmost degree of promptitude and alacrity by Lieu- 
tenant General Harris (at that time uniting in his person the 
offices of Governor of Foit St George, and Commander-m- 
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Chief on the coast of Coromandel,) to ^rhoso seal, public 
spint, and prompt obedicnco on all occanon* wherein I have 
entruBted turn with the execution of my orden, I am happy 
to be able to bear thia public teatimony 

The Bntiih detachment, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Roberts, reached Hyderabad on the 10th October, 
and ou the 22nd October, under the order* of his Highness 
the Nixam and with the cooperation of a body of hij cavalry, 
surrounded the camp of the French army, disarmed all the 
sepoys and secured the persons of all the French officers 
then m the camp This operation was happily effected with 
out bloodshed and without contest. A mutiny having broken 
out m the French camp on the preceding day and the sepoys 
having imprisoned their officers the Resident at Hyderabad 
and Lieutenant Colonel Roberts with the consent of the 
Nixam judiciously availed themselves of this favourable op- 
portunity to execute this important measure without difficulty 
or danger 

The amount of the French force disarmed on this occasion 
was about 1 1 000 men from which circumstance your Ho* 
nourahle Court wlU observe that a part of the corps was 
absent, on detachment. Measure* have been taken for the 
arrest of those who commanded the detached force. The 
French officer* by my particular orders were treated with 
every practicable degree of attention and humanity at the 
penod of their arrest by our troops their persona were m eSu- 
finement, and their Uve* m danger from the mutiny prevailing 
m their camp and the greatest difficulty which Colonel Ro- 
berts encountered was that of rescuing the imprisoned offl 
cer* from the violence of their own sepoys. Particular care 
was taken to save the property of the officer* for their use, 
as well as to obtam for them such arrears of pay and allow 
ances as were due to them from his Highness Captam Kir k 
patrick informs me, that be has been completely successful in 
effecting both these desirable objects. The French officers 
ore now on their passage to this Presidency on board the 
Bombay frigate which I had previouflly stationed at AFftmib 
patam for their accommodation. On their arrival at Calcutta 
it is my mtenbou to receive them with the consider&tiou due 
to their respective ranks and to allow them every mdulgencc 
compatible with the security of their persons. I propose to 
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soml tIuMu to Em ope bv the e.uhost oj)porlunit}, Ubiiig ilie 
prec.miioii ol (ll^pel - xIhlc tbcni in dillerent slup-v 

On tlicir iniv.il m I'iii^l.uui I Irue en^aiiccl that they ''hail 
not be tnaled as ])ri‘-i)ner;. of war, but shall be iininedialely 
tians])oited to I'r.uice, uithoiit sidleiiu;^^ .my detention lot an 
exch.m^o of prisoners 

The treuy under ulueh this ineisme was execuhd his 
been aho.idy torw.irdul overland to \our .Secret Connnittte, 
and it now forms a number ot the seeiot despatch by tlu 
//di( c, 

'I'lie etlect of the nuMsure will, I tiust, be highly f.uouiable 
to ^our jiohtic d inteiests in the jieiuusul.i of Indi.i The 
IJiitish subsidiary foice now st.itiom d in the dominions of Jiis 
Highness the Ni/am, while it must tend to cement the con- 
ncMon between the Company and th.it Pi nice, and to lendei 
him a more uselul and eilicient .illy ni the event of w.u, will 
operitc .It all limes is in < llectu.il pioti'ction to your posses- 
sions m the Noitlurn Cnc.irs, and the lol.il subversion of 
the Erencli influence in the Hece.in, under all the eireum- 
st.inces of the present moment, is .in event from which 1 ex- 
pect to derive .iddition.il sei uiity, not only foi youi teriitoiies, 
but lor the genev.il ti.inqinlhty of Indi.i 

Among your seiv.ints who have been conceined in the exe- 
cution of my oideis, on this occ.ision, I h.ive .ilrCiidy lecom- 
mended Lieutenant Gener.il II. in is to youi favourable notice 
To his name it is my duty to idd those of Captain Kiihpa- 
tiiek and of Lieutenant Colonel Robcits. I found the foimer 
in the situation of Acting Resident .it llyder.ibad, .ind to Ins 
ze.al, addiess, discretion, and hiinness, 1 attiibute the eaily 
success of the negociation entiusted to his management. 

Upon the resignation of Colonel Kiikpatiick, I took occa- 
sion to manifest my sense of Captain Kiikpatrick’s meiits, by 
appointing him Resident at the Couit of the Nizam 

To the ability and temper of Lieutenant Colonel Robeits, 
acting undei the judicious instiuctions of the Resident, I at- 
tribute the complete and satisfactory execution of the articles 
of the treaty relating to the dismission of the French aimy, 
and his conciliatory and humane conduct towards the officers 
deserves the highest commendation 

The lumours which have pi evaded of the intended ap- 
proach of Zemaun Shah to the fiontiei of Hindostan, although 
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of a vague and contradictory nature, appeared to me not 
wholly undeserving of attention , and I have the satufoction 
to inform you that every possible precaution has been taken 
for the effectual ^ofence of the fronber of Oude. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that, although I found 
the subsidy of the Nabob Visler considerably m arrear, 1 
have succeeded m persuadmg tus Excellency to discharge a 
large part of it] and m jusbea to his Excellency, Ian; bound 
to declare, that I have fonpd ]pm sincerely disused to fulfil 
his engagements under the treaty concluded by Lord Teign- 
moutb and to manifest on ovary occasion a cordial attach 
moot to the interests of the Company The situabon of 
affairs on the coast of Coromandel and the necessity of pro< 
Tidmg against the possible event of a war with Tippoo SuL 
taun, have hitherto prevented me from visiUng the upper 
provmces. But I have not been unmmdiul of the a&irs of 
Oude, and I trust that I shall soon be able to turn my ondl- 
Tided attention to the nnprovement of the mvO and mihtary 
estabbshmeots of the Nabob Vlsier 

Althongh 1 hare deemed it my duty to call your armies 
into the field in every part of India, my views and expecta 
tioni ore oil directed to the preservation of peace, which m 
the present crisis cannot otherwise be secured than by a state 
of forward preparation for war In the mp^n while you m|iy 
rely on my unremittmg efforts lo confine your expenses 
withm the moat narrow limits and to raise your commercial 
investment to the highest scale compabblo with the indispens- 
able necessity of provtdmg for the security of your pos- 
ses sioas« 

In the execution of my orders for the proteebon of your 
tcmtonei on the coast of Malabar I am much indebted to 
the seal and diligence of Mr Duncan and General Stuart, 
and the vigilance and firmness mamfeited by the Government 
of Bombay on the first intelhgeDce of the progress of the 
French arms In Egypt, have obtained my public and cordial 
approbation ft u also a peculiar satisfaction to me to inform 
your Honourable Court that I have received from Iford Cliye 
the most ready and honourable support m die preparations 
for the defence of the Carnatic, and tl]at reposing the most 
unpbcit confidence m his Lordship s anxious solicitude for the 
profajicnty of the general adminiitration of your affairs cn 
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tiusted to my hands, as well as m his assiduous attention to 
the peculiar duties of his own station, I expect to derive con- 
siderable benefit to your service from a smceie union with 
him in the important task of pieserving and improving the 
interests committed to our joint charge. 

Notwithstanding the gi'eat strength of the mihtary foice 
now in India, I have deemed it my duty, for the further secu- 
rity of this Piesidency to embody the Militia, composed of 
the Euiopean and Aimenian inhabitants of Calcutta; and my 
orders for this purpose have been obeyed with an alacrity and 
zeal which strongly indicate the resolution of youi civd ser- 
vants, and of all the European and Armeman inliabitants of 
Calcutta, to devote their personal sei vices to the defence of 
the seat of yoiu Supreme Government in any exigency which 
may aiise. My mtentionis to estabhsh this useful coips upon 
a permanent foundation, as an institution from which great 
advantage may heieafter be derived. 

I trust in the course of a few months to be enabled to lay 
before your Honourable Court my observations in detail on 
the great branches of your service, and on the conduct and 
charactei of your servants actmg under my ordeis. For the 
present I must content myself with submitting to your Ho- 
nourable Court a general assurance that I have every reason 
to approve (with few exceptions, the particulars of which iviU 
appear upon the proceedings), the conduct of your servants, 
in aU the depaitments of the Government. 

I have had the honour to leceive your coimnands of the 
6th of June, with lespect to the legulation of your mihtary 
estabhshments at this Presidency, and I have aheady di- 
lected that your orders with respect to the system of piomo- 
tion by regimental rise should be carried mto immediate eflfect. 
In the mean while I have the satisfaction to assure you that 
the geneial disposition of your aimy at this Presidency is 
such as to merit your approbation and confidence , and I en- 
tertain no apprehension of meetmg any difficulty m the esta- 
bhshment of the regulations, which you have forwarded to me, 
or of any other, which the wisdom of your Honomable Court 
may deem it advisable to enforce. 

By the regular ships of this season, I propose to submit to 
the consideration of your Honourable Couit my proceedings 
with respect to the several other parts of your commands. 
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In my letter of the 2?Id of Augiut,* I bad the honour to 
inform yon of the proceedings of the Bntiah inhabitants at 
Calcutta on the I7th of July of tlieir haring presented to me 
a dntifal and loyal adtlress for trananiisfion to his Majesty, 
end of their haying subscribed to a volnntary contnbotion for 
the pubhc semce of Great Bntam m the prceent exigency 
The details of this transaction wiU oppear m the printed 
papers of which seyeral copies are forwarded by this despatch 
for the use of your Honourable Court, The amount of the 
Tolimtary contribution remitted to Great Bntam by the ship 
Ettr^dice is £95 843 7i I Id 

I trust that your Honourable Court will sanction the ap- 
probation which I deemed U my duty to declare of the spmt 
of loyalty and attachment towards his Majesty s person, fa 
mily and government and of the nfiVebonato sohatnde for tho 
safety of the Bnbsh Empire m Europe which dictated the 
expressions of the address and the measure of the yohintary 
coQtnbution 

It was my intenbon to have despatched the as early 

as the month of September but the Tonous important events 
which have mccessively arisen and my desire to transmit to 
England the most ample details with respect to the state of 
your a^urs m Tn/ligj have induced mo to detam her tzntd 
time. 

The original address to hu f^Iajesty with the ngnatures is 
forwarded to your Hononrable Court by tho ship Etaydsce 
1 take tho hberty of submitting to your Honourable Court my 
request that the address may be presented to his M^esty by 
your Chainnan, attended by the whole Court m the most 
pubhc manner 

It was a great pleasure to me to receive the honour of your 
approbation of the measures which 1 took at the Cape for the 
detention of the Mildred, and for the despatch of your scTend 
packets by his M^esty s ship Creteent The approbabon of 
your Honourable Court will always form a pnmary object of 
my amhibon. 

1 have the honour to be> Honourable Sirs 
with the greatest respect, 
your most obedient and fkithfiil Servant, 
Mornikoton 


Swp, m 
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Zord Cltve to the Earl of Mot mngton 
My Lord, Fort St George, 29th No\ 1798 

I have the honour to transmit foi yoiu pei usal a paper of 
intelligence, on the conectness of which, as fai as it goes, I 
believe you may Avith confidence lely. It conies thiough the 
channel of a fiiend of the family of tlie foinier King of My- 
sore, who had communication anti engagements with Loid 
Pigot, Loid Macaitney, and Sir William Meadows I believe, 
and whose information during the periods of then govein- 
ments was found to be of impoi tance, and invariably to be 
depended upon This peison, Tremal Row, keeps up a con- 
nection with the old Queen of Mysoie, who is confined by 
Tippoo, and whose only hopes of the restoration of her family 
arise from the piospect of a wai*. Upon this unfortunate 
Lady’s views and wishes, I expect very soon to be able to 
send your Loidship a paper, which in that event may become 
a subject of youi consideiation. Tremal Row is also connect- 
ed with some peisons immediately employed m the Sultan’s 
Government, ivhich though it affoids him supeiior means of 
information, places hun under considerable alarm foi the 
safety of those persons. He has howevei engaged, upon le- 
ceiving assuiances of the strictest seciecy, to furnish me with 
the best information, and that object will be completely se- 
cured to hun by his communicatmg with me thiough Mi 
Webbe, whose knowledge of the Mahratta language enables 
hun to convei se m it without the intervention of dubash or 
intei pieter. 

I have the honour to be with the gi’eatest lespect and 
esteem. My Loid, youi Loidship’s, 

Most faithful seivant, 

Clive 


No CVU. 

Memorandum in Lord Clive’s Lettei 

28th Nov 1798 

[Intelhgence by a peison who left Seringapatam, 18 days 
smee ] 

Tippoo is extiemely uneasy on account of the mformation 
relative to the defeat of the French fleet at Alexandiia, and 
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tlie Lttle prospect he now has of bemff soon succoured b/ the 
reinforcements promised him by the French* 

He has positive information of the great mihtary prepara 
tions going on in the Carnatic, and is assured in his own 
mind, that the Enghsh mtcnd to attack him without delay 
His own designs not being matured, he is desirous at present 
to avoid war and on this account he means to put himself m 
a state of preparation only, and wait the motions of the 
En gliih — with a view to this plan he has taken measures to 
augment his infantry by 8000 men, and to recruit his cavalry 
to the number of 30 000, besides which from the habits of 
friendship which subsist between him and Kastiah, he ex 
pacts by means of this person to receive the aisutance of 
20,000 Mahratta horse. He u also levying 20,000 Peons to 
be used m plundering, and having sent for three principal 
Lumbardies who i frequent the Mysore country presented 
them each with an elephanf, took engagetoents from them, by 
which they are bound to supply hun with 60 000 bullocks. 

For some tnne past be has been employed in repamng the 
works of Sermgapatamt and In conseqoenee the fort is m an 
unfinished state and conceiving it might fid) if attacked by 
the English, he has prepared C^ittledroog and Psjoonda for 
the reception of his fiunily and treasure thos meaning to keep 
the field m person should his capital be beseiged Of hu 
fsmfly and treasure however, no part u yet removed from 
Sermgapatam. Of late be has with the greatest secrecy, 
issued to the Mint blaster at Sermgapatam, to be corned bid 
hoD gold and sQver, sufflcientdor 30 lacs of sultaney pagodas 
and ^ lacs of sultaney rupees. A Killadar with 200 men |s 
again established at Bangalore, and appearances 
that the place will be re-fortifled* In order that his troops 
may be ready to act in the event of the English commencing 
hostilities, he has stationed in difierent places in the Coimha' 
tore about 3000 horia, and a few m&ntry, and a body of 
Peons with orders to enter the southern provinces and ra 
vagi them firom Tnchmopoly to TmnevelJy— 5000 horse are 
also distributed in the districts of Malwagb, and that neigh- 
bourhood with innilar orders for Bio purpose of plundering 
the Carnatic. Muddoo Chan and Ghaxu Chan s son, who 
co rnm apd the Beid horse are pardcularly cautioned to have 
thmp corps in resdinets for pr^atory service. 
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No. cvni 

The Earl of Mormngton to Tippoo Sultaun 

Fort William, Dec 10th, 1798 

I bad tbe honour of addiessing a friendly letter to youi 
Highness, on the 8th of November^ last, in which I stated a 
vaiiety of important points, to which youi Highness would no 
doubt perceive the propriety and necessity of giving your 
earliest and most serious consideration. I paiticularly hope, 
that your Highness will have been sensible of the advantages 
hkely to result to all parties, from the conciliatory measure of 
my deputing Major Doveton to you, which I proposed in that 
letter. 

I expect to have the pleasure of findmg your answer to 
that letter on my arrival at Madras, for which place I am on 
the point of setting out fiom Calcutta. I hope to aiiive at 
Madras about the same time that this letter leachesyou, and 
should any circumstances hitherto have prevented your an- 
swering my last letter of the 8th November, I assuie myself 
that you will immediately, on your receipt of this, despatch a 
satisfactory reply to it, addressed to me at Madias. 

I am, &c. &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CIX 

The Earl oj Morntngton to Lord Clive 

My Lord, Fort William, 10th Dec 1798. 

I despatch this letter by m express vessel to inform your 
Lordship, that a consideiation of the delays which must aiise 
from the necessity of a reference to me in the event of Tippco 
Sultaun’s accedmg to my pioposition for an amicable negoti- 
ation, has deteimined me to pioceed to Fort St. George, on 
board the Sybilley and that I hope to he able to embark on 
Monday next. 

The Shah has crossed the Attock, and is certamly at 
Lahore with a large army. The Seiks will give every op- 
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petition witlun their power to hi* progres* but tlicir m 
temal dutraction* preclude the posaibiUty of tbcir meeting bi* 
army m the field The ALihraUa power on the north wettem 
frontier ofHindoBtan u nearly m the same itate and temper 
a* the Seiki, and Scmduiha return, (the object of my early 
and nnremitted endeavour*) appear* a* dutant and oncertoin 
a* ever In thi* ‘•tato of affiur* (of which I have received the 
account just now) I have determined that Sir AJnred Clarke 
shall remain here m charge of the Government and of the 
army instead of proceeding to the coast, while I shall eiv 
deavour with your Lordship* assistance to bring matters m 
your quarter to a dlstmct issue. 

Under these circumstances the command of the array des- 
tined eventually against Mysore will remain in the bands of 
General Hams, who will now consider bimself at Lberty to 
form hii plan of general operaoons and to direct the move- 
ment of the army according to his judgment. My wish is 
that the battering tram should be advanced as near the fron- 
tier as possible without delay But I am aware, that untd 
It can be determmed through which pass the army is to pro- 
ceed mto Mysore, it may be difficult to fix any forward point 
at which the tram should be stationed, and it is impossible 
to determme tbe route of oar army until we shall have ascer- 
tamed the time when we may expect the junction of the 
Nixsms force. Advertmg to these difficnlties I must leave 
It to your Lordship and General Hams to make such ar 
rangements as may appear most advisable, appnxing yon 
that my wish is to advance the tram as near as possible to 
the frontier It is equoDy on object of my anxiety that your 
whole army shonld be advanced m the same manner as 
speedily as may be practicable, consistently with the observe 
turns which 1 have apphed to the station of the battering 
train, and which are equally applicable to thwt of the army 
1 have tbe honour to be, fix. 

Mobninoton 
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No CX 

Sir J H Craig to the Earl of Mornmgton 

My Lord, Camp at Futty Ghur, Dec 13, 1798 

Since I had the honor of addressing youi Lordship on the 
29th ultimo, nothing has occurred, upon which I could deem 
It necessaiy to intrude upon youi Lordship’s time. 

The Commandei-in-Chief will have lepoi ted to youi Lordship 
the march of the last of the tioops under my command, with 
which I jomed the division undei Colonel Claike, at this place 
yesteiday, and shall pioceed the day aftei tomorrow towards 
Anopsheei, where I shall diiect General Stuart to jom me. 
I hope the whole wiU he collected by the 26th. 

Youi Loidship will be awaie, that havmg left foui batta- 
lions under the command of Colonel Russell, to act as may be 
expedient, with a view to the internal security of the Vizier’s 
dominions, we shall have m the field ten native battahons, and 
two of Europeans, with four legiments of cavalry, besides the 
independent regiment under Colonel Bruce Fiom the great 
length of time which it has required to piepaie the artiUery 
and stores directed to be sent from Chunar, and which so far 
exceeded what I could suppose to be necessary, that I could 
not think of suffer mg any further delay on their account we 
are something deficient m these respects , I have however 
made arrangements for sendmg part after us, and having ap- 
propriated a considerable portion to the service of Colonel 
Russell’s corps, rn the confidence that he could not have any 
occasion for them for some time , I hope that in every event 
we cannot suffer much inconvenience on that head In the 
article of cattle and cairiage of every sort, our supply is ample , 
indeed J do not believe that any army in India was ever in a 
state more compleat as to the means of movement 

Being extremely anxious for the junction of the 7th regi- 
ment, which IS now on the Lucknow duty, I wrote on the 8th 
to Mr Lumsden to press the Nabob to come to an mimediate 
determination relative to his joinmg the army, and to fix a 
short day for his departure, in case he should continue in the 
resolution of accompanying us The result of a long con- 
feience which he had with the Nabob on the subject was, 
that he would remain at Lucknow, but he nas extremely 
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pressing to hove some of the Company’s troops left for his 
protection) mdeed. be nuule it almost a condidom As he 
would embarrass os a good deal by his presence) I have con 
seated that a battahon of Colonel Russell s corps shall remain 
with huQ) and 1 had the less difficulty m doing »o, from con 
sidenng thatm cose of any movement on the part of the IUh 
hillaS) capable of exdtmg alaini) timely notice will always be 
had) and the fears of the Nabob himself will reaxlily suggest 
the expediency of this battalion joining the remainder of 
Colonel Russell s corps, destined chiefly for the express pur 
pose of opposing these people. 

Althongh I have made arrangements upon a very large 
scale, and at a very considerable expence, for procuring in- 
telligence immediately ftom the Shah a camp, a sufficient tune 
has not yet elapsed, to receive any benefit ftoro them, and at 
present I depend entirely upon the oommnnicapons made to 
me by Colonel ColUiu and Mr Lunsdem which are of course 
r^ularly transmitted to your Ix>rdjhipi firom the latest it 
would seem, os if the Shah was m the mtenbon of estabUsb- 
mg himself in the Pongab before be prosecutes bis flirthcr 
objects, and Colonel Colhns infortos me that he has grounds 
for thinldng, that with this new, he is bu endeavours 
to condhate the Seik Chiefs. If this should really be the 
case, it will necessaxily occasion his remaining at Lahore 
some time. It appears indeed, that it would be an act of ex 
treme temerity m hnn to advance, ontil be has secured these 
people either by conquest or conciliation bat at the same tune 
must it be confessed that thetr reautance both on thu nnfl on 
^e last occasion, bos been so inconsiderable — the opportu 
nity ofiered by the divisions In the Mahratta Government is 
so fiiTorable, and the Shahs wants with respect to money 
seem to be to pressmg, that it is fiir from improbable, thwf be 
might determine to encounter all the bsxards of the step, to 
reach Delhi, where alone ho can look for any possible supply 
thoo^ perhaps he may be sensible, that he most proceed 
further to render it any wue effloent 
'W^ere die Selks onlted as a X should thmlr it 

scarcely possible that they would ever enter mto the Shah s 
interests, they must know that tbeir existence is mcompad- 
ble with them and they most feel that by forwarding thni: 
Pmces TiewB they would only render him the more perfect 
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master of then* fate, hut in their prcbcnt distractetl anti dis- 
nnUed itate, ulieie no union or concert ih to be expected, 
where no prospect appears of successful opposition, wlieie 
mutual jealousy and distrust must magnify the danger and 
aggravate tlieir feais, — is it not liighly probable, that dis- 
tant considerations will be saciiliced to tlie inteiests of the 
moment, — is it not hkelj, that \iewnig it as the only possible 
means of securing tlieir personal safety, they may be anxious 
to anticipate each other in meeting the Shah’s ad\ances. 
Should this surmise be realised, though the icquisite ar- 
rangements may probably delay him some little tune at La- 
hore, he will be enabled to ad\ance shortly without the 
risk of leaving an enemy behind him, but on the contrary, 
with eiicreascd strength by the accession of that very enemy. 

The Mahrattas arc hkewise, it appears, m the determina- 
tion of assembling at Delln, but of thcnisehcs I am convinced 
they will do as little as the Sciks I am led to believe th.it 
the appcar.un.e of our army .assembling on the frontier, has 
been their only inducement for this .ipparent vigour, which, 
unless supported, will terminate in .ippcarance only^ 

These arc considerations which, though I .issume the li- 
berty of mentioning them ns they suggest themselves to my 
mind, I have not a doubt that they have aheady met with 
every necessary attention from your Loxdslnp, where they 
will have their due weight m the decision of the question, 
whether to confine our force to the precise defence of the 
Vizier’s dominions, or by advancing to give support to the 
Mahrattas, and encouragement to the Seiks. 

I have the lionour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

J. H. Craig. 

P.S Since writing the above, Colonel Collins has commu- 
nicated some intelligence which he has just leceived from 
Delhi, by which if would appear that the Seiks aie actually 
assembled in some numbeis at Amiutsir, that skumishes have 
taken place between them and the Shah’s troops, hut theie is 
nothmg yet that can lead me to alter my opinion as to what 
IS to be expected from these people. Without suppoit, I am 
convinced they will do little that is effectual. 
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No CM 

T%e Btri U9nmt^lt» t* lit RaMlU*Cf FU*r Aimirtl RtUJcr 

Sir, Fort WUlkm, 13th Dee, 1798. 

It give< me great aatufaction to find that I have anticipated 
your ExceUencfa tmbea with respect to anmng such India 
men and other Yeaael* aa appeared fit for the purpose. The 
■hips Earl How and Prtuceis CharloUe having been armed 
and manned aa compJetefy os the arcnmatancea of this port 
will admit, were despatched on the 12th December, under 
the matructiont already forwarded to you. I take this occa 
BioD to recommend to your layonrable Dohee Captain Bur 
rowei of the Earl How, and Captain Prescott of the Pnneet* 
Charlotte they monifeated the utmoit aeal and alacrity m 
preparing for a lemce which does not afford the prospect of 
any other reward than the approbation of your Excellency 
end of the pnbhc. 

I return yoor Excellency many thanks for your obliging 
attention in permitting me to exercise my discretion on the 
important question of detaining the SyhiUe on this station. I 
wiH state to you, without reserve the considerations on which 
my opinion has been formed, and on which it now rests 

The great object of all our efforts in the present crisis is 
to prevent the success of the joint designs ofTippoo Sultaon 
and of the French. On the one band we must endeavour to 
intercept all communication by sea between Tippoo sad the 
French on the other band it is an equally urgent duty with 
the same view to strengthen oar army w the Camatjo to the 
utmost possible degree in order to provide against ail contin- 
gencies. To your Excellency, m this cmnfidential commum 
cation I will state considerations of a more secret nature, 
wbicb effect my judgment on thl« qnestion. 

The period of the season, the state of the French army la 
Egypt, and every accompanying mrcumitance, leave httle ap* 
prehension of the approach of any considerable French force 
to the coast of Malabar before the month of March or April, 
Id the mcanwhfle the happy revival of our alliances with the 
native powers, the destnu^on of the French party m the 
Deccan, the advanced state of our preparations for war on 
the coasts of Coromandel and of Malabar and the expected 
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aniv.il of laige leinfoi cements fiom the Cape and fioni Eu- 
lope, place us in a commanding situation in the peninsula of 
India Being convinced of the hostile natuie of Tippoo s 
views, I am lesolved to avail myself of the piesent favouiable 
moment to leduce his poweis of offence, eithei by the teiioi 
01 by the actual employment of oui aims, for it is evident 
that, if we sujffer him to continue his piepaiations foi wai 
without molestation, the same pressui e of dangei under which 
we have lately sulFeied, will come upon us m the next season 
with ledoubled foice. A blow stiuck now may save cioies 
of lupees and thousands of lives, by lendeiing Tippoo unable 
to avad himself of the futuie assistance of France whenevei 
she may be able to lenew hei attempts against India. 

With these views, I have ordered a considerable force to 
be embarked for Fort St George, and large convoys of ar- 
tillery, stores, and provisions, will be constantly passing fiom 
this port to the coast duimg the next monsoon. The failure 
of the crops on the coast rvill lender it still moie necessaiy to 
send constant and ample supplies of rice to that quarter 

My intention is to tiy the effect of negociation rvith the 
Sultaun m the first instance , if that should fail, war will be- 
come mevitable 

Under these cucumstances, it is absolutely necessaiy to 
secure a free intercourse between this port and the coast of 
Coromandel, and this object is intimately connected with the 
views which the Lords of the Admiralty and youi Excellency 
entertain of frustrating the combined projects of Tippoo and 
of France, and of affordmg defence to the British empire m 
India 

If one or two of the enemy’s large frigates from Batavia 
were to enter the bay of Bengal durmg the present monsoon, 
they would be supeiior to any opposition which I could pro- 
vide by ainung Indiamen, or such other vessels as this river 
affords 

The Syhille, therefore, is the only force on which I can 
rely at present for securing an mtercouise with the coast of 
Coromandel, and I consider her continuance m the Bay of 
Bengal to be indispensably necessary to the public service, 
either with a view to the possibihty of an irruption fiom 
Tippoo into the Carnatic, or to the great object of antici- 
pating his hostilities by our alacrity and firmness 

VOL. I 2 b 
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Your Excellency will, I trust, concur m acknowledging tlie 
strength of the reasons which liave Induced me to ayafl my 
self of the discretion which you ha« allowed me, to detam 
the SybtUe on this station, untd Captain Cooko shall recerre 
your further orders I alio trust that the armed Indiamen 
will arrive under your command before you could have ex 
pected them, and that their presence will prove uicfuh 
The embarkation of troops to the coast will take place m 
the course of this week and having consnlted with the Ma 
line Board and with Captain Cooke, I have judged it advi- 
sable to recommend, for the purpose of despatch, that the 
SybiUe should cruise for a short time off the Armegon sand 
while the NoMUch shall be stationed at the mouth of the 
Hooghly, and that the transports shall run down to Madras 
separately, as they shall happen to be ready for sea without 
waitmg to lOil in one convoy This arrangement will also 
enable Captain Cooke to receive your Excellency’s final or 
ders at Madras much sooner than he could have expected if 
the SybtlU had cruised off the Sand heads. 

The sitoation of affairs rendering it necessary for me to 
proceed to Madras 1 have requested Captam Cooke to allow 
me a passage oa board the SybilUs and as soon as she can 
be re^y for sea, I propose to embark with Captain Cooke 
accordingly He gives me reason to expect that the SybtUe 
will drop down the nver to-morrow and be ready for sea on 
Wednesday next. 

The Presidency of Fort St. George will become the seat 
of the Supreme Government during my residence there my 
hope IS t^t I shall not be under the necessity of remaining 
on the coast more than two months. Your Excellency will 
have the goodness to address your conunands to me at Fort 
St George until further advice. The Cotmoallu will convey 
part of my establishment to Fort St George, and will from 
thence be despatched to jom your Excellency touching at 
Pomte de Gallo and Aqjengo for your orders- The Bombay 
frigate hong employed on the nnportant service of conveying 
the French officers and privates (lately dismissed from the 
service of the Nixam under the stipulations of the new treaty) 
to Fort ^Vilham, is not yet nrnved m the Hooghly as soon 
as sho arrives I shall despatch her to your Excellency undaf 
the same instrucbons as those of the CcrnxtalUi 
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If your Excellency bliould still deem it necessary to call the 
Syhille to the coast of Malabar, I must, in that case, request 
that the aimed Indiamen and the Cornwallis may be oideyed 
to return to this station with all practicable expedition. I am 
awaie that the letuin of these ships cannot be effected foi a 
consideiable time, and I have despatched them to the coast 
of Malabar m the confident hope that the reasons which I 
have urged foi the detention of the Sijhtlle will make the 
same impression on your Excellency’s judgment wluch they 
have produced on mine. 

I entirely concur with your Excellency in opimon that the 
defence of the Company’s possessions on the coast of Malabar, 
and the blockade of Trppoo’s ports, demand your first atten- 
tion. I confess that I do not now see the least prospect of 
any attempt of the French through the Persran gulf, and I 
conclude that you will exeicise your discretion (justified by 
the actual state of ciicumstances) in the execution of such 
parts of the oideis of the Lord’s Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty as relate to the establishment of a cruize in that 
quai ter. 

I shall detam whatever large ships shall ariive from China 
untd I shall receive youi further commands, but I shall not 
arm them before I know that you require their assistance. 
On this subject I shall expect your orders at Madras. 

I return your Excellency many thanks for your obliging 
congratulations on the late happy residt of my measures at 
the Court of the Nizam 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No cxn. 

Minute in the Secret Department 

The Governor-General. Fort WiUiaoi, 14th. Dec 1/98 

The mihtaiy regulations contamed in the separate letter 
from the Honourable the Court of Duectors, of the 6th of 
June, 1798, having been earned into effect, as far as they 
related to tbe alterations in the estabhshments, and to the 
arrangement of regimental rank, I now proceed to explam 
the motives which have deteiimned me to suspend the exe- 
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cation of the order* of the Court with relation to certain 
aDowance* granted by thu Government in June, 17116, 

If the present temper of the army at this Preiidency of 
forded any ground to suspect that the eiecntion of the redac- 
tions ordered by the Court would produce cither disrespectful 
remonstrance or intemperate opposition on the part of the 
offleert, no cnsia however extreme, would have induced me 
to modify the orders of the Court. In such a cose, the power 
and authority of the Government and the discipline of the 
army would have been at stoho , and every other coDcdera 
tion must have been superseded by the mdispensahlo neces- 
sity of subduing every remnant of the spirit of insubordination, 
and of preaervmg the mom spnng of our mflitary strength 
But I am happy to declare my conviction that the army is 
now m a temper to receive with dutiful submission, whatever 
regulations the Government may chuse to enforce. The ques- 
tion of disaplme (which must hove precluded all exercise of 
my discretion) now no longer exists 

On the other hand I ebooJd not have deemed myself at 
liberty to exercise any discretion in tbe execution of the 
Courts orders if the orcomstances of the present conjonc- 
titre bflil not been of a nature not only extraordmary but 
unknown to the Court at tbe time of despatching the letter 
of the 6th of June. 

On any occasion of a difierent desenphon my duty would 
have been that of imphat obedience whatever might have 
been my opinion of the policy of tbe regulations which I had 
been ordered to carry mto edecL 

The Court of Directors could not be aware, m the month 
of Jane of the danger* which now threaten every part of the 
British possesiions in India. 

On every pomt of our frontier we are threatened by tbe 
designs of powerful enemies, and the disclosure of those de- 
signs has already compelled o* to call a large part of our 
onnie* mto the field where wo have every reason to appre- 
hend that active and arduous operations may soon become 
necessary As far as we can form any conjecture on the 
course of future events, it is probable that the actual service 
of the whole of our army may bo required, at no distant penod 
to contend against tbe most formidable combination, by which 
the Bntuh empire in India was ever menaced Cven m such 
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a conjuncture I never would have submitted to make any 
compromise with a disobedient army I should have consi- 
deied the restoration of discipline and order m the army to 
be the most necessary of all preparations for war. 

Although submission to a mutinous ai’my is a weak policy 
in any conjuncture of affairs, a cnsis, which demands every 
mihtary exertion, is not the season in which any incentive to 
zeal and alacrity can be withdrawn from the army without a 
considerable aggravation of the existing danger, the conti- 
nuance of a scale of allowance which the officers have en- 
joyed, and which they deem necessaiy to enable them to meet 
the losses and expenses incidental to actual service in the 
field, must operate as a considerable incitement to the cor- 
dial and wilhng discharge of duty under the pressure of ac- 
cumulated labour and increased charges , while the reduction 
of such allowances, on the eve of a general war, might be 
expected to throw a damp upon the spirit of the whole ser- 
vice, and to send our officers into the field in a temper of 
less energy, promptitude and ardour, than might coriespond 
with the exigency of the public service 

It became my duty to enquire whether the immediate exe- 
cution of the orders of the Comt of Duectors was likely to 
produce this fatal effect, and, in exammmg this important 
question, I adverted to the several ai tides of reduction which 
have been ordered, and I considered the allowances of the 
several officers on the reduced scale, with a view to asceitam 
the proportion which their several incomes would bear to 
their respective ranks and duties, and to their expenses in 
the field. 

The first article of reduction is the batta of brevet rank to 
the officers of his Majesty’s regiments serving m India, and 
to the officers of the Company’s army. 

In his Majesty’s army m Europe, officers havmg rank by 
brevet, when servmg m the field with mixed corps, and con- 
sequently doing duty accordmg to then rank m the army, re- 
ceive certain allowances under the denommation of bat and 
forage, correspondent to the rank which they hold by brevet, 
and the reason of this practice appears to be just. The 
officers by brevet partake of the same duties with those 
holdmg the same ranks regimentally, and, m many cases, 
command those of the same legmiental lank, the officers by 
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brevet, tbereforo, nocesianly have occasion for similar conve 
niences and for similar means of meeting the expense mci 
dental to similar duty 

Batta m India con only bo considered os a different deno- 
mination for the allowance of bat and forage granted m the 
manner described to his Majesty s ofBcers in Europe , and 
the reasons for granting batta to the brevet officers in India 
appears to stand on groonds of equal necessity 

Although the instances of brevet rank in Bengal previously 
to the amvol of the loto military regulations were rare, bis 
Majesty s officers, semng in other parts of India, have long 
been in the enjoyment of the batta of their brevet rnnk. 

If the various advantages gamed under the late regulations 
by the Company s officers ought to be considered as suffiaent 
to counterbalance the reduction now ordered as far as it ap- 
plies to their case it is mamlest that his MajeitjM officers 
have not participated m those advantages the proposed re- 
duction will th^fore fall with aggravated force on bis Ma 
jesty s officers 

During the war m Mysore Lord Cornwallis, with a just 
connderatioo of the expenses of officers inadent to their re- 
spective iituations procured for UeDtenant colonels com- 
manding wings of the army the batta of colonel and a certain 
allowance to officers commanding bngades Lord Comwalhs 
also permitted the captains performing the duties of field 
officers of the day to receive the batta and pnxe money of 
majors though not possessing that rank by brevet, and cer 
tainly it appears necessary that the mcome of officers should 
be proportioned to the duty which they are to discharge, ami 
the rank which they are obliged to maintain. 

On these grounds it appeared to me that the officers by 
brevet would suffer a real hardship when cafled into service 
m the field, if not allowed to receive the batta of their brevet 
rank. 

The second reduction is table allowances of one thousand 
mpees per month to colonels on duty in India, not being 
generals on tbe staff 

In order to escertam the propriety of this allowance it is 
necessary to state the monthly receipts of a colonel, which are 
1050 Sonant rupees to which Is to be added the suppbes of 
tlie off reckoning, not amounting to more than 550 rupees per 
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month, making in the aggiegate a monthly income of 1600 
Sonant lupees Even in time of peace, with the advantage of 
quaiteis, this income is not more than sufficient to maintam an 
officei m a inannei suitable to the piecedence which is assigned 
to the lank of colonel in civil society in India, or to enable him 
occasionally to entertain the officei s of his regiment, and al- 
though it must be admitted, that the colonel commandant of 
artilleiy (to whom, and to the colonel commandant of cavaby 
and chief engmeei, the table allowance of one thousand ru- 
pees pel month is contmued by the ordeis of the Court) has 
the supeiintendance of a moie extensive corps, yet it can 
laiely happen that so large a propoition of officers can be 
present with him as is attached to an European oi a native 
regiment. It must also he observed, that upon whatever ser- 
vice the colonel is employed, howevei expensive and laborious, 
(excepting m the Vizier’s domimons) his mcome admits of no 
increase. Nor is it less mateiial to remaik that, although the 
oiigmal regulations were undeistood to confer upon the 
colonel his regiment for hfe, even during his residence m 
England, (subject of course to be lecalled to India whenever 
his services should be lequued), it has been subsequently 
explamed, that it i"- he mtention of the Honoui’able Court to 
subject the ^“’onel of a legunent to the lules of retumg from 
the service n common with othei officers By the late ordeis, 
the licers of the rank of colonel on actual seivice would 
sufi a diminution of more than a thud of then present in- 
come, and would also be ultimately deprived of an indulgence 
which is considered in his Majesty’s aimy as the lewaid’bf 
past sei vices. 

The third aiticle is the superior batta to any officei undei 
the rank of colonel m command of a legiment oi battahon. 

This increase (in some mstances only occasional and tem- 
porary) IS not positively disallowed by the lecent oiders, ex- 
ceptmg in some cases, wheie the the colonel shall be present 
with the regiment oi batttahon. The Honourable Court ap- 
pears to doubt the necessity of extending this mdulgence to 
both the officers lespectively in command of the two batta- 
lions of a native regiment 

The conclusion must be, that the allowance may be continued 
to the senioi officer of a regiment when the colonel shall be ab- 
sent , because the senior officei in that case will be exposed to 
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onodditioufllexpcnae Forthe*anic reason, tlieoHowaoceoaght 
to bo continued to both the ofHcen commAuding tlio two bat 
tahons of a native regiment, when separated, and when the 
colonel shall not be present with either battahon i when the 
colonel shall ho present with one of the battalions, the 
supenor batta ought to be continued to the olBccr command 
mg the other battahon. Aj tins separation of battalions must 
frequcntlj happen it may perhaps not exceed the Courts m 
tention (which u not on this occasion peremptorily expressed) 
if the supenor batta be oDowed to the officers commanding 
both battohons of a natrvo regiment whenever the colonel 
shall not be present with either battahon. 

The fourth article relates to the additional pay of one 
rupee per day to captain lieutenants, the continuance of which 
iskf^ optional with the Government of Indio. 

The pay of a captain lieutenant bemg the same os that of a 
heutenaut, and his batta, when on half batta, only one rupee 
per day more If the addibonol allowance of one rupee per 
day be reduced be will m pomt of income be placed in the 
some situation with a heuteoant, excepting the difierence in 
the gratuity which is twelve rupees per month. I have there 
fore no hesitation m declaring, that the addibonal oDowance 
IS absolutely necessary to support the rank of captam lieu 
tenant" ; 

Fifth The batta of captain to brevet captains promoted 
m consequence of their having been of fifteen years standing) 
IS ordered to be discontmued and one rupee per day to ^ 
established m heu thereof 

The Court of Directors declare it to be nnpossible for them 
to concur m the measure of giving captain s batta to the cap- 
tains by brevet, who ore the subject of this article but in 
order to render the pecuniary wtuatioiis of officers of this de 
senptioD adequate to their rank the Court does no^ object to 
an allowance of one rupee per day to brevet captains m ad 
dition to their usual pay and oDowunces of heutenaut. 

The diderence between the half batta of a captam and that 
of a heutenant is one rupee per day, consequently the brevet 
captoms will sustsm no loss in garruon and m cantonments ; 
but 111 the field, on full batta, they wiH suficr a dumnution of 
oDo rupee per day and on the Vuiers allowances of three 
rupees per day 
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Tlie Situation of these officers has a peculiai claim to atten- 
tion The Honourable Court of Directors, in consideration of 
their long sei vice, gi anted supeiior lank to them, theieby ad- 
vancing them out of the subaltern hue, and raismg them to 
an honoiaiy distinction 

This desciiption of officeis forms the bulk of the most la- 
borious and effective pait of the officers of the aimy ; and the 
1 eduction will fall upon them on then taking the field, in a 
situation of inci eased fatigue and expense. 

Since the abolition of the double batta on foreign service, 
the alaciity to engage in that service is considerably dimi- 
nished , nor ought this to be a matter of astonishment when 
the fact IS ascertained, that the piesent income of bievet cap- 
tains will haidly bear the additional expenses which duty in the 
field necessarily occasions by the enhanced late of seivants’ 
wages, by the increased puce of piovisions, by the weai and 
teal of camp equipage, and by the loss of cattle, always inci- 
dent to such seivice. 

It may be uiged, that the additional rupee per day granted 
by the Honourable Couit of Directors, by raising the mconie 
of bievet captains above that of lieutenants, preserves the due 
proportion, but we must also look to the proportion which the 
income of brevet captains will bear to that of captain, the 
title and the rank which they really hold It will be found 
on calculation that the income of the bievet captains, with the 
additional rupee per day, will be 72 rupees per month less 
than that of cap tarn , and 4<2 rupees per month less, even 
with the continuance of the captains batta Under this last 
head, therefore, the reduction would fall heavily on the most 
efficient class of the officers of the army at the moment when 
then services would be most necessary to the state 

The result of a dehberate exaimnation of the operation of 
the proposed reductions convinced me that they would pio- 
duce so considerable a diminution of the income of every 
class of officers, as well in His Majesty’s as in the Honoui- 
able Company’s service, as must be severely felt throughout 
the whole army , that they would press with peculiar weight 
upon the most laborious and effective class of officers, the 
brevet captains of fifteen years standing, and that the pies- 
sure would be most severe upon the officeis employed m the 
field, on whose zeal and exertions must depend our means of 
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defence againit the mipcndiog attack of the enemy Under 
these circinnitances, I thought it my duty to luapcnd the 
execution of such parti of the orden of the Honourahlc 
Court a* appeared to me hkely to cait any degree of damp 
upon the ipmta of their ofBcera at the uune time, howercr, 
I took occaaion to modify the Vi«eri allowance* and to in 
trodnee a regulation for the purpose of precluding all future 
claimi to arrears of batta accruing under promotions by 
brevet. 

In examining the pohey of reducing the nuhtary allowances 
at this critical penod, 1 vra« led to consider the extent of the 
lavmg which would be effected at this Presidency by that re- 
duction, and to compare it with the chorgea as they will stand 
under the modification of the Courts orders, which I have 
thought it advisable to adopt. 

The account No 1 will show the effect which would have 
resulted firom the complete execution of the Courts orders at 
this Presidency j and the paper No. 2 wiD show the coropa 
rsUve effect of the modiflcatmu of those orders, accompanied 
by the regulation which confines theVuicrs ollowance of 
regnnental rank m correspondence with pay instead of con- 
tmuing It. as ongmally ordered, in correspondence with batta. 

Upon the result of the two accounts it appears, that the 
monthly difference of charge at this Presidency will amount 
to Sonat Rupees 12 450. 

It roust be observed that the heaviest part of this charge 
consists of the batta to brevet officers and u not of a penna 
cent nature but must progresaively decrease. 

If, however the difference between the two accounts were 
to be considered as a charge of a permanent nature I do not 
conceive that it would be deemed on object of sufficient mag 
mtnde to justify me u haxardmg the consequences to be ap- 
prehended finm any abatement of the spent of the army m 
the present crisis. 

I have already declared that if the actual state of affairs m 
India had either been of a less pressing nature, or been 
known to the Honorable Court of Directors m the month of 
June, 1798 I should not have presnmed either to have sus- 
pended the execution of their orders, or to have submitted 
any remarks upon the justice or policy of the proposed re- 
ductioni. But the peculiar exigency of this conjoncturo 
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having rendered the interposition of my discretion a matter 
of indispensable duty on my part, a considerable inteival of 
time must necessarily elapse befoie the final judgment of the 
Couit on this mteresting question can leach then* seivants m 
India. Duiing this interval it has appeared to me to be a 
pait of my duty to lay before the Court such considerations 
as have occuired to me, not only with respect to the piesent 
expediency, hut also to the fundamental justice and policy of 
the pioposed reductions as applicable to the pecuniary situa- 
tion of the King’s and Company’s officers serving in India. 

It will rest rvith the wisdom of the Honoiahle Court, after 
a due exammation of the foregomg remarks, to deteirmne 
whether the allowances m question shall ultimately he conti- 
nued or ahohshed. 

If it should be the final pleasure of the Court to abolish 
them, it wiU he my duty to enforce that order, whenever a 
change m the condition of pohtical affairs m India shall ap- 
pear to the Honorable Court to admit of such a measme 
The step which I have taken has not been dictated by any 
remonstrance, or clami of right, on the part of the officers, 
hut by the spontaneous operation of my own fiee and un- 
biassed judgment, actuated by a dehberate sense of public 
duty. No principle of disciplme has been sacrificed, oi even 
brought mto question on the present occasion , and if I should 
ultimately be ordered by the Court to cany the proposed 
reductions mto effect, I am satisfied that I shall be able to 
obey their commands without any difficulty arismg from the 
temper of their army. 

I have thought fit to record my sentiments on this occasion 
in the Secret Department from a sense of the evils which 
have been produced on former occasions by the puhhc dis- 
cussion of the mterests and claims of the officers of the army^ 
and with a full confidence that the Secret Committee will sub- 
mit this Mmute to the Honorable Court of Directors m such 
a manner as shall be best calculated to secure the object of 
my remarks. 
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My IiOttD, Fort 8t George, 1 7th Dec. 1799 

From all the combmetl mformabon reoeired of SeriDgapa 
tani| It u reatonablo to conclode that tho worlu going on 
there ore m a very nofiniebed atate, and that if the place can 
be attacked thia eeaaon it will eanl/ fah 1 hare the «at3a« 
faction to acqoaiotyour Iwirdablp that it u Colonel Close a 
opinion, which I behere to be the best that can be bod m this 
country that with oxertioa the army may reach Senngapa 
tam by the middle of Marcli, and that cu weeks u ample 
tune for its redaction. There is reason to behere that 
Sultaun 8 army u at present m a rery lodi^Texent state, but 
that With the auiiUuice of some French oQcen, whom be has 
lately engaged m hu serrice, it may become fo/nudable in 
another year Coder these cucumstances, I am induced to 
glre It to your Lordship as my sincere opinion that your 
coming to this country would be attended with the naost be> 
neficial consequences to the pubho caasc. Your presence 
would preclude the delays of reference to Bengal and your 
union with Sir A., Clark, who I am happy to hear we are so 
soon to expect, would giro such weight and efficacy to your 
negotiadojif or oflecsire operatzoos, should you bo obhged to 
hare recourse to them as would tn oD human probabihty lo* 
sure success to your measures and permit me to say that in 
case your Lordship shall determine to nsit the coast, I 
shall hare much more satuhtcBon m obeying your commanda 
when present, than at the distance you now are. 

1 cannot conclude this letter without testifymg to your Lord 
ship how much I feel the sentiments of fiiendsiup and regard 
expressed towards me, nor without assuring yon with whst 
pleasure lentcrtam the o^r of thatconneetzon which you hare 
the goodness to say you seek with me, upon grounds so honor- 
able as those of mutually devoting our labours to and ahanng 
the difficulties, and honour of defending and saving to ralua 
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luable a part of the British Empire, as oui possession in 
India.^ 

I have the honour to be wth the gieatest respect and esteem, 
My Lord, your Lordship’s, 

Most faithful and humble servant 

Clive. 


No. CXIV. 

Tippoo SuUaim to the Earl of Mornington. 

IStliDec 1798 

(Received at Fort St George, 25th Dec 1 793. 

I have been made happy by the receipt of youi Loidship’s 
tvvo friendly letters, the contents of which I cleaily compie- 
hend, (vide those wiitten 4'th and 8th November )* The par- 
ticulars which your Loidship has communicated to me, 
relative to the victoiy obtained by the English fleet ovei that 
of the French near the shoies of Egypt, nine of their ships 
having been captuied and two burnt, on one of which of the 
lattei was their Adraual, have given me more pleasure than 
can possibly be conveyed by wilting. Indeed I possess the 
firmest hope that the leaders of the Enghsh and 'the. Com- 
pany Bahauder, who ever adheie to the paths of sincerity, 
friendship, and good faith, and are the well wishers of man- 
kind, will at all times be successful and victoiious, and that 
the French, who are of a ciooked disposition, faithless, and 
the enermes of mankind, may be ever depressed and ruined 
Your Lordship has written to me with the pen of fiiendship, 
“ that m no age oi country were the baneful and msidious 
arts of mtrigue evei cultivated with such success as they are 
at piesent by the French nation. Would to God that no 
impression had been produced on my mmd by that dangei ous 
people, but that yoilr Loidship’s situation enables you to 
know that they have reached my presence, and have endea- 
voured to pervert the wisdom of my councils, and to mstigate 


* It may be necessary to remark, that at this penod the Governor 
General had nevei had any personal acquaintance with Lord Clive 

* See pages 321 and 326 
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me to war agauwt tbo»e who bare giren me no prOTOcation 
That it u impossible that 1 should suppose your Lordship 
Ignorant of the mtercourso which subsists between me and 
the French, who I know to be the mveterate enemies of the 
Company, and to be now engaged in on unjust war with the 
Rri tiah, rind that I cannot imagine your Lordship indiiFereat 
to the transactions which have passed between me and the 
enemies of the Fngluh." 

In this Sircar (the gift of God) there is a mercantile tribe, 
who employ themsel>es m trading by sea and land. Tbeir 
agents purchased a two masted ressel, and having loaded her 
with nce, departed with a view to traffic. It happened that 
she went to the hlsnntias, fVom when forty persons French, 
and of a doric colour, of whom ten or twelve were artfficers, 
and the rest servants, paying the hire of the ship, came 
here m search of employment. Such as chose to take service 
were entertamed and the remainder departed beyond the 
confines of thu Sircar (the gift of God) and the French, 
who are AiU of nce and deceit, have perhaps taken advan- 
tage of the departure of the ship to put about reports with 
the view to mffie the minds of both Sircars 

It IS the wuh of my hesjrt, and my constant endeavour to 
observe and mam tain the articles of the agreement of peace, 
and to perpetuate and strengthen the basis of firiendsbip and 
umon with the Sircar of the Company Bahauder and with 
the Sircars of the Maha Rajah Saheb, Sree IMunt Peishwa 
Bshmuder, and his Highness the Nabob Asuph Jah Bahao- 
der And I am resident at home, at tunes takmg the air and 
at others amusing myself with hunting at a spot which is used 
as a pleasure ground In this case, the allusion to war m 
your friendly letter and the following passage namely that 
prudence required that both the Company and their aOies 
should adopt certain measures of precaution and self de- 
fence," hare given me the greatest surprise. 

It was fiarther written by your friendly pen that as your 
Lordship IB desirous of communicatmg to me, on the behalf of 
the Company and their allies a plan calculated to promote 
the mutual security and welfare of all parties } your Lord- 
ship proposes to depute to me for thu purpose Alajor Dove- 
ton who fonncrly waited upon me and who will explam to 
me more fully and particularly the solo means which appear 
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(Secret Depfirtmeot.) 

Tk4 Geetntr GfereTt JJhu/t 

Fort WniUm 22nd Dec. 1798 

The recent advicea from the north western fronder of Hid 
doitaHj as well as from Fort St. George haro induced me to 
suggest to the Commander m-Chief tho necessity of on alter 
adon in the arrangement under which I hod proposed to bun 
to embark for Fort St. George. 

The reports of Zemaan Shahs progress wluch hitherto 
hare been rogue and contradictory, bare now become more 
uniform and consutent Zemoun Sbab is now advanced to 
Xtaboro and appears determined to prosecute bis design of 
proceeding at least as iar as HeQu. 

On tbe other band the check which the French hare re- 
ceived in Egypt, tbe destrucUon of their mduence m the Dec 
can the rerird of our defensive alliance with tbe Niaam and 
the Feishwo, and the appearance of the fleet ofl' the coast of 
hlalabar, together with, the advanced state of military pre- 
parations on that coast and on tbe coast of Coromandel, ap- 
pear by late intelbgence from Fort St. George, to have ex 
cited in the mmd of Tippoo Sultann an apprehension of our 
power to enforce our just demands of aatisfrctioD for his late 
infraction of tbe treaty of Senogapatam. 

The ^probability of military operabona on the frontier of 
Oude is therefore increased while a prospect opens of our 
being able to induce Tippoo Sultaun to listen to reasonable 
terms of accommodation without resorting to aima. 

Under these circamstances, it appears to me, that the 
pubhc service wiU derive matenaJ benefit firom the presence 
of the Commander m-Chief m Bengal, and that it is my duty 
to proceed to Fort Sl George. 

In the present conjuncture it would not be advisable that 
both the Governor General and the Cominander m-Chief 
should be absent from Bengal at tbe same moment and the 
firequent references which must be made to me, m tbe event 
of a negotiabou with Tippoo Sultaun, render it necessary 
that I should be as near os possible to his dominions. A 
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single refeience from Seringapatam to Fort William, would 
consimie a large part of the season which ought to be em- 
ployed in mihtary operations, if war should unfoitunately 
become inevitable , Tippoo Sultaun would certainly avail 
himself of this advantage to protract, and probably to frus- 
trate the issue of the negociation. 

It IS, therefore, my intention to embark for Fort St. Geoige, 
as soon as his Majesty’s ship La Sijbdle shall be ready to le- 
ceive me. 

During my absence, I lequest that his Excellency the 
Commandei-m-Chief, will act as Vice President and Deputy 
Governor of Foit William. 

Under the act of the 33id of the King, cap 52., the ample 
powers and authorities exercised by the Governoi General m 
Coxmcil at Fort William, will be tiansfeired to Fort St 
George, during the period of my residence at the latter Pre- 
sidency , and I shall also be mvested, durmg the same period, 
with the powers and authorities of the Governor in Council 
at Fort St. George. 

The Government of this Presidency will, therefore, be ex- 
ercised during my residence at Fort St. Geoige, m the same 
manner, and under the same limitations as the Governments 
of Fort St. George and Bombay ai’e now exeicised by their 
lespective Governors m Council, subject however, to the 
several restrictions contamed m the act of the 33id of the 
King, cap. 52 

But feehng the propriety and necessity of appiizmg the 
Council at Fort Wdliam of the geneial state of the Biitish 
inteiests m India duiing my absence, I have directed copies 
of all such pubhc documents, as i elate more particularly to 
the Government Geneial, to be regularly transmitted to this 
Presidency for the information of the members of the board; 
the original records of all such documents shall be brought 
to Fort Wdliam, whenever I shall be able to retmn fiom the 
coast of Coromandel 

I rely on the Commander-in-Chief and on the members of 
the Council, for such an admimstiation of the Government of 
Bengal durmg my absence, as shall correspond with the 
pressmg exigencies of the present difficult ciisis, and shall 
promote those important objects of the pubhc service, which 
form the common scope of our imited views 

VOL I 2 c 
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The Board bu been already appmed by verbal communi- 
cation oC the progres# which, mth thoaMutanco of the Cook 
mlttee ippomted on SOth June, I have been enabled to mahe 
in the revuion of teveral bronchca of the anl e«tabliihmciiu 
of this Presidency , the great pressure of other business has 
not yet admitted of my drawing the details of my plan mto a 
connected form { but the materials which I have already laid 
before the Board, and which I now leavo m the bonds of Sir 
Alured Clarke, will I trust be suiBaent to enable the Board 
to issue the necessary orders for putting the proposed reduc 
Uons in tram j and upon my return to this Presidency, I pro- 
pose to submit the whole arrangement to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors together with a full statement of the 
principles on which the arrangement ij founded and of the 
means by which it is to be earned mto edecU 

I am, &C. 

Morninotok 


No CWL 
(Pnvate ) 

TV £cW ^ ifanumftoM f J Ltmtdtn £rf 
SlB Fort ^V^]is^D 23nl Dec. 1798, 

The extraordinary pressure of pubho business in a con- 
juncture which demanded the most uurermttmg exertion el 
most fimm the moment of my amval m Bengd must plead 
my excuse for having so long delayed to acknowledge your 
pnvate letter, I now request you to believe that I entertain a 
very high sense of your talents and mtegnty as well as of 
your diligence and that I am perfectly satisfied with your 
conduct m your office as far as it has come my observa 
don. The necessity of providing for the defence of the Car 
natic and for the early revival of our allmnne" m the Pemn- 
sula, os well os for the seasonable reduction of the growing 
influence of France m India, has not admitted either of my 
visiting Oude or of my turning my undivided attention to 
the refonn of the Vmers afiairs. There are, however, two 
or three leading consideradons m the state of Oude to which 
I wuh to dmect your particular notice intending at an early 
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period to enter fully into the arrangement in winch they must 
terminate. Whenevei the death of Almas shall happen, an 
opportunity m ill offer of securing the benefits of Lord Teign- 
mouth’s treaty by provisions, which seem necessary for the 
purpose of leahzing the subsidy under all contingencies 
The Company ought to succeed to tire power of iilmas, and 
the management, if not the sovereignty of that part of the 
Doab which he now rents, ought to be placed in our hands, 
a proportionate reduction being made from the subsidy. 
The eftcct of such an arrangement nould be confined to the 
improvement of our sccui ity for the subsidy. The strength 
of our north western frontier, u ould also be greatly increased 
On the other hand, ni the event of Almas’s death we shall 
have to apprehend eitliei the dangerous power of a succes- 
sor equal to him in talents and activity, or the weakness of 
one mfeiioi in both, or the division of the country among a 
variety of renters. In the first case we should risk internal 
commotion, m the two latter, the frontier of Oude, would be 
consideiably weakened against the attacks either of the Ab- 
dalli or of any other invader The only remedy for these 
evds will be the possession of the Doab fixed in the hands 
of our Government The state of the Vizier’s own troops is 
another most pressing evni. To you I need not enlarge on 
their inefficiency and insubordination My intention is to 
persuade his Excellency at a proper season to disband the 
whole of his own army, with the exception of such part of it, 
as may be necessary for the purposes of state, or of the col- 
lection of revenue. Some expedient must be devised for pio- 
vidmg a maintenance for such leaders and officers, as from 
their birth or habits, cannot easily be divested of then* mih- 
tary pretensions, (I do not say mihtary character, for I do not 
believe that any such descnption of men exist at Lucknow ) 
In the place of the anned rabble which now alarms the Vizier 
and mvites his enemies, I propose to substitute an mcreased 
number of the Company’s regiments of infantry and cavahy, 
to be relieved from time to time, and to be paid by his Ex- 
cellency , I have aheady mcreased our estabhshment to the 
extent of 17 regiments of infantry, with the view of trans- 
fernng three regiments to the service of his Excellency, I 
imagme that under this plan, his force might be rendered 
much more efficient at a reduced expense, objects, which 
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The Board bai been already apprired by verbal coramum 
cation of the progreu, which, with the asiiatanco of the Com- 
mittee, dppomted on 20th Juno, I have been enabled to moke 
m the rention of acTcrol bronebet of the civil citabluhmenti 
of tbiB Presidency , the great proMure of other busineu has 
not yet admitted of my drawing the details of my plan into a 
connected form ] bat the matenola which 1 have already laid 
before the Board, and which I now leave m the hondj of Sir 
Alored Clarke, will 1 trust be suiBciant to enable the Board 
to issue the necessary orders for putting tbo proposed roduc 
tions m train ; and upon my retnm to this Presidency, 1 pro- 
pose to submit the whole arrangement to the Uonorahle tho 
Court of Directors together with a hill statement of the 
principles on which the arrangement is founded, and of tbo 
means by which U u to be corned mto effect 

I am, 8.C., 

SIoaKlNUTON 


No CWL 
(Pnvate) 

Ti* £tri ^ Mortbtgtvm f J LatudcM 
Sia Fort WmUm,23nJ Dec, 1798 

The extraordinary pressor© of pubhc business in a con- 
juncture which demniided tho most unremitting exertion, al 
most from the moment of my omral in Bengal, most plead 
my excuse for having so long delayed to acknowledge your 
private letter I now request yoa to behere that I entertain a 
very high sens© of yoor talents and mtegnty as weD as of 
your diligence and that I am perfectly satisfied with your 
conduct m your oifice as far as it has come n nder my obierva 
non. The neceiuty of providing for the defence of the Car 
natic, and for tho early reviTal of our alliances m the Penm 
sula os well as for the seasonable reduction of the growing 
influence of France In India, has not admitted either of my 
TiMitms Cade or of my turning my undivided attention to 
the reform of the Visiers nflaira. There are, however two 
or three leading considerationi in the state of Oude to which 
I wuh to direct your particular notice, intending at an early 
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period to enter fully into the anangeinent in wlncli they must 
terminate. Wlienever the death of Almas shall happen, an 
oppoitunity ^vill offer of securing the benefits of Lord Teign- 
mouth’s tieaty by provisions, which seem necessary for the 
purpose of leahzing the subsidy under all contingencies 
Tlie Company ought to succeed to tlie power of iUmas, and 
the management, if not the sovcieignty of that part of the 
Doab which he now rents, ought to be placed in our hands, 
a pioportionate reduction being made fiom the subsidy. 
The effect of such an arrangement u ould be confined to the 
impiovenient of our sccuiity for the subsidy The strength 
of oiu noith western frontier, would also be gieatly incieased 
On the othei hand, m the event of Ahnas’s death ive shall 
have to appiehend either the dangerous power of a succes- 
sor equal to him in talents and activity, or the weakness of 
one inferioi m both, or the division of the countiy among a 
variety of renters In the fiist case we should risk internal 
commotion, in the two latter, the frontier of Oude, would be 
consideiably weakened against the attacks either of the Ab- 
dalli 01 of any other invader. The only lemedy for these 
evils will be the possession of the Doab fixed m the hands 
of our Goveinment The state of the Vuici’s own tioops is 
another most pressing evnl. To you I need not enlaige on 
theii inefficiency and insubordination My mtention is to 
persuade his Excellency at a propei season to disband the 
whole of his own army, with the exception of such pait of it, 
as may be necessary for the pui poses of state, or of the col- 
lection of revenue. Some expedient must be devised for pio- 
vidmg a mamtenance for such leaders and officers, as from 
their birth or habits, cannot easily be divested of then mili- 
tary pretensions, (I do not say military character^ for I do not 
believe that any such description of men exist at Lucknow.) 
In the place of the aimed rabble which now alarms the Vizier 
and mvites his enemies, I propose to substitute an incieased 
number of the Company’s regiments of mfantiy and cavahy, 
to be reheved from time to time, and to be paid by his Ex- 
cellency, I have aheady incieased our estabhshment to the 
extent of 17 regiments of infantry, with the view of trans- 
fer nng three regiments to the service of his Excellency, I 
imagine that under this plan, his foice might be rendered 
much more efficient at a reduced expense , objects, which 
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■VTonld probably meet the two promineDt features of bis cha 
racter, timidity, and paraimony, I bavc not yet fixed the 
amount 6f the force which it nugbt be deemed nccesiary for 
hifl Excellency to mnintnin with a view to the two objects of 
increased security, and diminished expence , but I request 
you to tohe these suggestions into your consideration, and to 
state jour opinion to me in a private letter, you will also 
pomt out the time when you think this reform of the Vixier 8 
army might bo attempted with the best prospect of success, 
and in the mean while you will constantly encourage all such 
partial reductions of the present mibtary estabbshment, as 
may facflitate the final gnJ total reduction of this useless 
charge. 

With respect to the Vixier s cinl establishments, and to 
his abnsiTO systems for the extortion of revenue, and for the 
violation of every principle of jusdee httlo can be done be- 
fore I can be enabled to TUitLncknow I am now under the 
necessity of proceeding to Fort St. George, whence I trust I 
shall be at liberty to retum to Fort vVilham, m the month of 
March and 1 propose to set out for Lucknow at the conclu 
Sion of the month of June. I must coll your attendon to am> 
ther important subject The number of Europeans pardcu 
larly of British subjects established m Oude, is a mischief 
which requires no comment. My resolution is fixed to dis- 
lodge every Eoxopean excepUng the Company s servants from 
Onde. It is my intention to allow to those Europeans now 
established m Onde, a reasonable dme for the settlement of 
their a ff airs hmiting the period to twelve or eighteen months 
at fiirtbest yon will transmit to mo privately a list of all the 
Europeans now m Oude, as complete as you can make it 
with a state of their several occupations and of the penod 
which might reasonably be required by each for settling tlieir 
aff a ir s. My wish it to occasion as little prrvate distress as 
possible, but the public service mnst take its course j and it 
IS not to be expected, that some cases of hardship will not be 
found m the extent of so great a measure In the mean 
while, I have refused permission to every European who has 
applied for leave to visit Oude with the excepdon of a single 
case now under my consideration that of Mr Prendergast, 
to whom I think it is possible, on a revision of his claims, that 
I may extend the indulgence of visiting Oude (but not Luck 
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now) for the airangement of his affans. If I should permit 
tins gentleman to return to Oude, he must not continue there 
beyond the peiiod assigned for the general lecall of all Euro- 
peans. You will understand it to be a fixed deteimination 
in my mind, never to lend the assistance of Goverment to any 
Euiopean residing in Oude, for the recovery of any piivate 
claims, either upon the Nabob oi any of the natives. 

I have the honour* to be, &c. 

Mornington 

I wish that tlie Nabob could see, that it would be a moie 
dignified couise to pay his subsidy without giving me the 
tiouble of impoi tuning him, he regularly falls into an ear, and 
as legulaily pays uji the ariear, whenever he learns fiom me 
that It has attracted my notice, would it not be more for his 
honour and for my ease, if he would not wait for my applica- 
tion, but pay punctually us the subsidy become due. 


No. CXVII. 

Lord Clive to the Earl of Mornington, 

My Lord, Fort St George, 3Ist Dec 1798 

Hoping that your Lordship has had a prosperous and fa- 
vourable passage, and that you are in perfect health, I have 
the honour to offer my most coidial congratulations upon 
your ariival in these roads, your presence m the present 
crisis wll, I am convinced, be followed by consequences the 
most beneficial to the pubhc welfare. It will, I trust, pro- 
duce a unity of action and a combmed exertion, similar to 
that which prevailed duimg the war, conducted by Lord 
Cornwallis, and enable your Lordship to accomphsh the great 
and important object you have m view, of placing the British 
interests in India upon a secuie and permanent foundation. 
Advertmg to the friendly tenour of your letters, and to the 
unreserved and confidential communication with which you 
propose to honour me, and reflectmg upon the advantage I 
may expect to deiive from the assistance of your duection 
and advice, I have looked to your Lordship’s arrival as a 
source of comfort and satisfaction. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect 
and esteem, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble Servant, 

Clive. 
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No cxvin 

PncUmtSwn hy tk* lU JI«n tk* Gvctnw U 6Jw«t/ ^ /Vrt St Gcergt 

Whereas in and by an Act of PaHiament made and pawctl 
m Great Britain, in the 33rd year of the ra^ of hu present 
hlajettj King George the tiurd, and entitled, on act for con 
tmuing m the £aat India Company, for a further term the 
postesfion of the British territonos in India, together with 
their exclusive trade, under certain limitations for establish* 
mg further regulations for the Government of the said terri 
tones, and the better administration of justice withm the 
same, for appropriating to certam uses the revenues and 
profits of the said Company! and for malong provision for 
the good order and Government of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay it Is enacted that when the Governor 
General of Fort WiUbia m Bengal for the time bemg, slmli 
find it expedient to nsit the Presidency of Fort St George 
or the Presidency of Bombay or any province or place in 
India, the powers and authorities of the Governor or other 
chief officer or officers of sneb presidency province or place 
shall from the tune of the proclamation of the arrival of the 
said Governor General tberem, be suspended, (except with 
regard to judicial proceedmgi), and shall so continue to be 
suspended, until other proclamation be made to the contrary 
by the order of the said Goveraor General, or otherwise until 
the said Governor General shall depart therefrom, nnH no 
longer and that during that mterval the powers and autho- 
nties of the said Governor or other chief officer shall be 
vested m the said Governor General with liberty neverthe- 
less for such Governor to sit and act as a Member of the 
Council of such Presidency and that the said Governor 
General in Council at either of the said Presidencies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay shall bo invested with the powers 
and authontifls of the Governor m Council of the same Pre 
sidenoy or settlement respectively, and also with the same 
ample powers and au^onties os can or may be exercised by 
the Governor General m Council at Fort William by force 
and virtue of this act, anfi whereas the Right Horn Richard 
Earl of Mormngton, Viscount Wellesley of Dengau Castle 
and Baron Mornington of Mormngton in the Kingdom of 
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Ii eland, Baion Wellesley, of Wellesley m the county of 
Sonieiset in the Kingdom of Great Biitain, one of his Ma- 
jeijty’s mobt honorable Pi ivy Council in the Kingdoms of 
Gieat Biitain and of Iieland, Gustos Rotuloium of the county 
of Meath, and Knight Companion of the illustrious Oidei of 
St Patiick, and now being Governor Genei.d of Foi t William 
m Bengal afoiesaid, has found it expedient to visit this Pre- 
sidency of Fort St. Geoige, and is actually airived at the 
same, with intent to exeicise, and for the purpose of exer- 
cising the powers so vested, and intended to be vested in the 
Governor Geneial in Council at this Piesidency of Fort St. 
Geoige afoiesaid, under and by the virtue of the said act, 
and wheieas such the airival of the said llichaid Fail of 
Moinmgton, &c &c. &c , Goveinoi Geneial of Foit William 
afoiesaid, has been duly notified to the Right Hon. Edwaid 
Lord Clive, Baion Clive, of Walcot m the county of Salop, 
and Plassy, of the Kingdom of Iieland, Governoi General in 
Council of Fort St. Geoige, and the said Edwaid Loid Clive 
Governoi m Council afoiesaid, has m consequence theieof, 
01 deied, and diiected such the arrival of the said Richard Eail 
of Mornington, &c. &c &c., Goveinor General afoiesaid, to be 
publicly pioclainied, puisuant to the said act. Now procla- 
mation is heieby made accoidmgly of such the arrival of the 
said Richaid Eail of Moinington, Governor Geneial of Foit 
William aforesaid, and all peisons aie hereby strictly enjomed 
and leqmied to take notice thereof 

By 01 del of the Goveinor in Council of Foit St. George 
aforesaid, the second day of Januaiy in the yeai of our 
Loid 1799 

J Webbe 


No CXIX. 

ISFimUe by the Governor General. 

Fort St Geoige, 2ud Jan 1799 

The ciitical state of oui actual situation with Tippoo Sul- 
taun, must necessaiily lequiie fiequent refeiences to the 
authority of the Goveinor Geneial in Couned on a vaiiety of 
important points, which will demand a piompt and immediate 
decision^ my continuance m Bengal duiing such a ciisis, 
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might haro bc«n attended with great InconTcnicnco to the 
public icryice, and the seaion for aciho operabon might have 
been conaumed, before my opinion could hay© been obtained 
oQ the leyeral emergenaea which may be expected to anac , 
the considcrabon of tbii mconvemencc la the principal motive 
which hai induced me to proceed to this Presidency^ and I 
am happy to take this opportunity of declaring that I sboold 
not hare felt my presence to have been at all requisite m this 
place, for the purpose of adding energy or vigoor to such 
branches of the pubhc service, as fall vrithm the porbcnlar 
duty of this Government. I am perfectly satisfied with the 
conduct of thit Government in the respectable hands to which 
It has been committed, and I am persuaded that I should 
always have found the same cordial, manly, and honorable 
support from your Lordship in Coimml which has already 
obtamed the pubhc testnnooy of my unqualified approbation 
My object therefore, in takuig my seat at this Board, is no 
other than to deprive our enemies of the advantages which 
they might derive under the present mrcamstances, from the 
remote situabon of the power entrusted to me, from the pro< 
bable scene of acboiu The provusons of the law, require 
that the anthonty of the Governor m Council at Fort St 
George, should be vested tn my hands during my residence 
at this Presidency the public acts and proceedings of thm 
Government must accordingly pass in my name. But I am 
anxious as well from mohves of personal respect, as from 
considerabons connected with the pubhc service that my re- 
rdence at this Presidency, should m no degree impair the 
present or fiiture dignity and influence of Lord CUve I, 
therefore am desirous of abstaining from all unnecessary in- 
terference m the detaila of this Government, nor do I wish to 
disturb the system established under his Lordship s imme- 
diate dnrectioii, by the interpotition of my power of superm- 
te n dence on the spot beyond the limits of the ordinary ex- 
erase of that power at the seat of the supreme Government 
in Bengal. 1 therefore request that Lord Chve and the 
Members of this CounaT, will take the trouble of conductmg 
the details of thu Government, especially those which relate 
to the patronage of the Governor m Council, according to 
the prmciples wluch have been ob8cr>cd by his Lordship 
•nice Ills arrival m India and I am satufied that I shall de- 
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ri\e the utmost degree of advantage from the umted zeal, 
talents, expeiience, and assiduity of those whom I have the 
honor to address, while my piincipai attention must be de- 
voted to the supermtendence of the general inteiests of all 
the Company’s possessions, and of the security and defence 
of the British Empire in India, agamst the various dangers by 
which It has recently been menaced. 

2mlJan. 1799 MoRNINGTON. 


The Boaid express their satisfaction, that their endea- 
vours to meet the wishes of the Governor General, have re- 
ceived his Lordship’s approbation, as well as their sense of 
the confidence which his Lordship is pleased to 1 epose in 
them, and at the same time beg leave to assuie him of then 
most cordial cooperation, and assistance in the arduous labours, 
in which his Lordship is at present engaged. 


No. CXX. 

Fiom 'fippoo StiUaun 

Datcel 2utl January, 1799 
[Rctewcd 11 til January, 1799 ] 

The agreeable arrival of your Lordship’s two"^ letters, de- 
notmg your welfare, rejoiced and gratified me. A kheieeta, 
in reply to your Lordship’s foiinei fiiendly letter, has been 
written and despatched. It will no doubt, by this time, have 
been received, and the smceiity of ray friendship and regard, 
together with pi oofs of my solicitude for tranqmlhty and 
peace (my friendly heart being bent upon their inciease) will 
have been made apparent. Continue to rejoice me with happy 
letters 

A true Translation, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 


* Onginal and duplicate of that written 10th December, 1798, see page 
363 
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Fort St. George, £Hli Jeniuiry 17W 
My letter to your Highncis, of the 8th of November,* tnll 
have explained to your Highncaa the object of tJie military 
'preparatlonB, which have been advancing m every part of the 
dominions of the aUiea over amce the beginning of the month 
of July 

On my amvol at Madraa, I hod the honour to receive your 
letter of the I8th of Deccinber,f m answer to my two letten 
addresaed to your Higlmeif on the 4th and 8th of November J 
I am happy to find that In thu letter your Highness has 
been pleased to admit, that the English nation and the 
Honourable Company ever adhere to the paths of smeenty, 
friendship and good fiath , and that they ore the well wishers 
of mankind " This declaration is pecuharly satisfactory to 
me m the present moment, because 1 am persoaded that a 
Pnnee of your Highness s discernment, would not express 
such aentunents without fiiii deliberation. I therefore accept 
with pleasure this declarabon, as affording not only an uno« 
qmvocal testunooy on the port of your Highness to the 
justice of that cause m which the English natioD and the 
Company are engaged but on unqualified admisaion, that you 
have no ground of complaint against the Enghsh Govern 
ment 

In answer to that part of my letter of the 8th of November 
m which I lamented the unhappy connection which you tiaH 
formed with the French nation, your Highness is pleased to 
menGon “ that m the SirLar (the gift of God) there is a 
mercantile tribe who employ themselves in trading by sea and 
land that their agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and 
having loaded her with nee departed with the view to traffic 
that it happened that she went to the Maunbus from whence 
forty persons French and of a dark colour of whom ten or 
twelve were artificers and the rest servants, paying the hire 
of the ship came to your country m search of employment 
that such as chose to take service were entertained, imd the 
remainder departed beyond the confines of that Sixkar (the 


See p, 326 
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gift of' God) and that the French, who are full of vice and 
deceit, have perhaps taken advantage of the departure of the 
ship, to put about repoits, with a view to ruffle the minds of 
both Sirkais.” 

I had no knowledge of the transaction which your High- 
ness has thus desciibed, untd I bad the honour to receive 
youi Highness’s lettei Nor was it to this transaction I 
adverted, when I expiessed my concern at the inteicouise 
ivhich youi Highness had established with the French. The 
facts to winch I referied, were of a nature entnely different 
from those which your Highness has i elated. If the transac- 
tions, of which I complained, had not indisputably proved the 
existence of a connection betiveen your Highness and the 
French, entnely incompatible with youi engagements to the 
Honouiable Company and to its allies, neithei the alhes, noi 
I, would have lesoited to those measuies of piecaution and 
defence, which have attracted your Highness’s attention. 

I will now fully and explicitly state to your Highness the 
ciicumstances, to whicli I leferred in my letter of the 8th of 
November, wheiein I lemonstrated against the tendency of 
youi mteicouise with the French. 

Although I had been, for some time past, apprized, that 
your Highness had engaged with several poweis of Asia in 
various negociations, of the most hostile tendency, towards 
tbe interests of the Company, and of its alhes , and, although 
your contmued mihtary preparations coi responded with the 
spirit of your negociations, I still hoped that a sense of yoai 
oivn interests, and a legaid to the acknowledged maxims of 
prudence and good faith, would have induced you to rehn- 
quish projects of aggression, so inconsistent with your own 
professions, with your real mterests, and with the character 
of your wisdom and discretion But I had scaicely formed 
that decision on youi Highness’s claim to Wynaad (by which 
I had afforded an unquestionable testimony of my disposition 
to render impartial and ample justice to your rights, and to 
cultivate and improve the lelations of amity and peace ivith 
youi Highness,) when I received hom the Isle of Fiance an 
authentic copy of the proclamation, a Persian translation of 
which accompanies this letter 

In addition to this proclamation, I possess full and accmate 
information of all the proceedmgs of your Highness’s ambas- 
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»ador* dunng their readonco in the Isle of France , of the 
whole of their conduct in exoronnff the powers delegated to 
them by your Highncia, and of your Highness • conduct, 
since the return of your ambassadors. 

From the whole evidence in my possession, the following 
fects are incontestibly proved. 

Your Highness despatched two ambassadors from your 
presence, who emborLed at Mangalore, for tho Isle of France, 
and smyed tliere at the close of the month of January, 1798. 
The ship on which your ambassadors were embarked hoisted 
your Highness a colours upon entering tho harbour of Port 
Nord Onest, m tho Isle of France; yonr ombaisadori were 
received publicly and formally by the French GovenmieDt 
under a salute of cannon, and every circiunstance of distmc 
bon and respect, and they wore entertained, dunng tlieir 
conbnoance on the island by the French Govenzment, at the 
public expense. 

Frenousl) to the amval of your ambassadors on the island, 
DO idea or nimour existed there of any aid to be famished to 
your Highness by the French, or of any prospect of a war 
between your Highness and the Company But within two 
days after the amval of your ambassadors, the proclamabon, 
of which 1 DOW forward to you a translafaon, was up, in 
the most pubhc places, and areola ted throngh the town of 
Port Nord Ouesb 

I our ambassadors, frr from protesting agamst the matter 
or style of the proclamabon, held without reserve m the most 
pubhc maimer &e same language, which it contains, with re> 
spect to the ofiensive war to be commenced by your Highness 
agsuLJut the British possessions in India and they even suf 
fared the proclamabon to bo pubbcly distributed at their own 
houses. 

In consequence of these orcuinstances an umversal belief 
prevailed m the island, that your Highness would make an 
Immediate at t ack upon the Bnbsb possessions m India. 

Your ambassadors were present m the island when the 
French Government proceeded to act under the proclamabon 
m quesbon; and your ambassadors aided and assisted the 
execubon of the proclamation by mating promises m tho 
name qf your Highness, for the purpose of inducing recruits 
to enlist m your service. Your ambassadors proposed to levy 
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men to any practicable extent, stating tlieir powers to be un- 
limited, with respect to the numbers of the foices to be raised 
in youi Highness’s name, foi the purpose of making wai on 
the Company. 

The ambassadors entered into certain stipulations and en- 
gagements, in the name of yom Highness, according to the 
tenor of the proclamation,^ with several Fienchmen, and 
otheis who entered into your seivice, paiticulaily with Mon- 
sieur Du Buc, whom the ambassadois engaged in your High- 
ness’s name, foi the expiess purpose of assisting in the war 
to be commenced by your Highness agamst the Enghsh in 
India. 

The pioclamation, therefore, is proved to have been the 
act of joul ambassadois. It originated in then aiiival at the 
Isle of Fiance; it was distiibuted by theh agents; it was 
avowed in every part by their own pubhc declaiations, and 
finally, it was executed, according to its tenoi, by their per- 
sonal assistance and cooperation. 

On the 7th of Maich, 1798, the ambassadors embarked at 
Port Nord Quest, on board the French frigate La Pteneiise, 
together mth the force thus raised m your Highness’s name. 

This Fiench fiigate, with your ambassadors, and with the 
troops raised m the enemy’s country for your service, arrived 
at Mangalore on or about the 26th of April, 1798. Your 
Highness permitted this force to land in your dominions, and 
far from manifesting the least symptom of disapprobation of 
the conduct of your ambassadois m any part of this transac- 
tion, you formally received them, and the Fiench officers, and 
principal persons who accompanied them, with public marks 
of honour and distinction, and you now entertain m your ser-' 
vice a large part of the force thus raised for the purpose of 
makmg war upon the Honourable Company. 

From these several facts the following conclusions result — 

Fust. That the ambassadors, despatched by your High- 
ness to the Isle of France, did propose and actually did con- 


* Nous pouvoDs assurer tous les Citoyens, qui se feront inscnre, que 
Tippoo leur fera des traitemeuts avantageuses qui seront fiv^s avec ses 
Ambassadeurs, qui s’ dagageront en outre au nom de leur Souverain, a 
ce que les Francois qm auront pns parti dans ses Armies, ne pmssent 
jamais y’ etre retenus quand ds voudront rentrer dans leur Patne 
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dude an offenuve alliance with the French, for the ex^rcM 
pnrpoie of commencing a war of aggression against the Com- 
pany and consequently against the alhes tho Foishwa and 
the NisonL 

Secondly That your Highness s amhassadors demanded 
mili tary succours froin the French, for tho purpose of prose- 
cuting the said war and declared that your Highness had 
already completed your hostile preparations against tho Com- 
pany (and consequently against the alhes) and that yon only 
waited the amral of effectual aid Irom the French to hrealc 
out mto open hostihties 

Thirdly That your Highnesss ambossadon levied a mlh 
tary force m tho Hie of France, under the conditions of tho 
proclamation and for tho avowed purpose of carrymg into 
effect tho offensive alliance, contracted m the name of your 
Highness, with the enemy of the Company and of the 

Fourthly That your lEghness approved tho conduct of 
your ambassadors , suffered the French force raised for the 
purpose of making war upon the Company and the alhes to 
be landed m your country and finally admitted the said 
force into your army 

Fifthly That your Highness, by these several personal and 
unequivocal acts has ratified the engagements contained m 
the proclamabon published m the Isle of France, and has 
taken the prelmnuary steps for fulfilling those engagements, 
according to the tenor of that proclamation , and that you 
have thereby precluded whatever hope might otherwise have 
been entertained, that the proceedings of your Highnesss 
ambassadors were unauthonied by your orders. 

Sixthly That your Highness has, for some time past, been 
employed m military preparadons, conformably to hostile 
■pint of your engagements contracted with the enemy of the 
Company and of the allies. 

Seventhly That your was prepared to matw 

an unprovoked attack upon the Company s possessions if 
you had obtained from the French the effectual succour 
which you had sohcited through your Ambassadors. 

Eighthly That your Highness by these several acts has 
violated the trcatiea of peace and finendship subsisting be- 
tween your Highness and the allies . 

Such are the grounds on which I founded my complamt m 
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my letter of the 8th of November, ami such are the motives 
which now compel the allies to seek lehcf from that ambigu- 
ous and amvious state, in which they have been placed for 
some yeais past by the conduct of youi Highness. The 
allies complain, that your frequent jireparations for war, toge- 
tliei w’ith your hostile negociations, and offensive alliances 
wnth the enemy, continually expose them during a period of 
supposed peace, to all the solicitude and hazaid, and much 
of the eKpeucc of w’ur. 

Even undei all these ciicumstances of provocation, the 
allies entertain the most earnest desire to establish with youi 
Highness, a real and substantial peace, accompanied by the 
inteicouise and good oflices, usual among friendly and conti- 
guous states We aie, theiefoie, leady to renew and confiim 
the bonds of amity with your highness, on such conditions, 
as shall preclude the continuance of those jealousies, which 
must subsist so long us a final and satisfactoiy adjustment of 
all causes of suspicion shall be delayed 

Youi Highness is pleased to say, “ that you cannot imagine 
how means nioie effectual, than the existing tieaties, can be 
adopted for giving stability to the foundations of friendship 
and harmonj, or for pioinoting the secuiity of the states, and 
the welfare and advantages of all parties.” 

In this sentiment I entirely concui with your Highness , 
and if your Highness’s wisdom had not been jjeiveited by 
evil councils, from a due observance of your engagements 
with the allies, no new or more effectual means would now be 
necessary, “for giving stability to the foundations of fiiend- 
ship and harmony, or for promoting tlie security of the states, 
and the welfare and advantage of all parties ” But a new 
arrangement is become indispensable, in consequence of yom 
Highness’s new engagements with the common enemy of the 
allies , and I again entreat your Highness to meet, with cor- 
diahty, the fiiendly and moderate advance of the allies, to- 
waids an amicable settlement of eveiy ground of jealousy and 
danger 

Had your Highness received Major Doveton, that gentle- 
man would have explained to your Highness, on the part of 
the Company and of the alhes, how this advantageous ar- 
rangement is to be obtained 

The allies being always anxious to enter mto this fi’iendly 
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explanation witli your Higlmcts, I once more call upon your 
Hi ghnPM in the most senout and lolQinn manner, to oisent 
to the admusion of Major Doroton, a« a meaffure, whidi I 
am confident, would bo producdvo of tho moat loafing odran- 
togea to qU portiea 

I truit that your Highncaa will favour mo with a friendly 
letter m reply to thia { and I moat carneatly requeat that your 
reply may not bo deferred for more than one day after this 
letter abeJl reach your presence j dangerous consequences re- 
mit from the dolay of arduous al&urt, 

A true Copy N B. EoMosaroMB I am. See, 

Penkn Tnmlstor to Gort. MoENiNGTOX 


No CXX1T. 

Tkt EmH ^ MtmlMgiffu f tit JUtsisni «/ PtoMi 
SiE, Port 6^ George, il January 1/99 

No diSpositioD appeonog at preaentin the Court of Poonali 
to accept of my propostfions of the 8th of July I now direct 
yon to abstam from any further sohcitation on that subject. 
If tbe negotiatioa should bo renewed by the Peishwa or by bis 
ministera you will receive their adrances with cordishty ; but 
you will iigmfy “ that although my anxiety to promote the 
welfare of tbe Feuhwa and of tbe Mahratta State has snftered 
no diminution, you ore apprebenaive that 1 may not possess 
the means of imparting to his Highneas the full and imme 
(bate benefit of that arrangement which he had thought fit to 
decline. Under the present circumstancea therefore you 
can only declare the continuance of my disposition to execute 
the whole plan as originally stated m my mstrnctions of the 
8th of July, whenercr tbe state of affiun will admit of a re- 
newal of my propogiUons.” 

Although anj negofiarfon on the bans of my original pro- 
positions is become inexpedient in the present moment, I am 
extremely desirous of accepting the goggestion of Moonihee 
Gopal Row, that a detachment of the Company s troops, of 
equal strength with that which served danng the last war, 
with Captam Little mconjunctionwithPurieramBow should 
jom and act with the Feishwas present contingent, m tbe 
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same mannei and on the same conditions on which the ser- 
vices of that detachment were granted to the Mahiattas by 
Lord Cornwallis. 

I have accoidingly diiected the Government of Bombay to 
prepare the force necessaiy for this purpose with all possible 
expedition; and to inform you without delay at what peiiod 
it will be in readiness to maich from Bombay and to join the 
Peishwa’s contingent, at such place as shall be appointed for 
the junction. 

You will not announce the arrangement to the Peishwa 
and to Nana Fuinavese, until you shall have received an mti- 
mation to this effect fi om the government of Bombay , and if 
the measure shall be approved by his Highness and by his 
minister, you will immediately proceed to an ange with them^ 
and with the government of Bombay, all the details of the 
busmess. 

It IS extremely desiiable that the jimction of the detach- 
ment from Bombay, with the Peishwa’s contmgent should be 
effected, as was the case last wai, at an advanced pomt to- 
wards the frontier of Mysore , and you will, therefore, be 
careful to preserve this obj'ect in view. But if the march of 
the Company’s troops to Poonah should be anxiously desiied 
by the Peishwa, you are to comply with his wishes. It is 
probable that the suggestion of Gopal Row, originated in the 
motive which you suspect , but in the present conjuncture, it 
is an important object to concihate the Peishwa, and to mam- 
tam both the reality and the appearance of harmony and 
good understandmg between liis Highness and the Company. 
If, therefore, the result of my present orders shall be, that our 
detachment shall be detained at Poonah foi his Highness’s 
private purposes, so long as to preclude the hope of its ser- 
vices in the field, I shall still look with satisfaction to the 
extensive pohtical advantages which must be derived from 
the presence of a British force at Poonah in the present 
crisis. 

In the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, which now 
appears highly probable, it wiU certainly be of the utmost 
importance that an early and powerful diveision should be 
made in the country of Bednore. You will therefore urge 
the Peishwa to station a laige force in a forwaid position, for 

VOL. I. 2 d 
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tliu purpoee, without delay, and a itliout wmting for tlie junc- 
tion of the Company ■ forces 

Yon will communicate to tho Peishwa the correspondence 
between me and Tippoo Sultaun, (a copy of winch will be 
forwarded to you by the Persian translator), and you will 
apprise hii Hlghnesfi tlmt although 1 shall leave the channels 
of pacific negotiation open to the Sultaun to tho latest pos- 
sible moment, I shall not, on that account, relax or retard the 
movement of our army, being satisfied that no adequate satis- 
faction can bo expected from tho Sultaun until he shall find 
hnnself deprived of all hope of foreign aid and of every 
resource of subterfuge or procrastination. 

You will not fail to call the attention of the Peishwa to the 
prevarication and duphcity of the Sultaun a statement of the 
nature of his mtercourso with the rroneb, and you will par 
ticnlarly observe the artifice by which he bos evaded tho 
amicable advance of the olhes by eluding the reception of 
Major Doveton. 

In the present state of affiura I must insist on the imme* 
diate dix^floD of Tippoo • Vakoels frvm Poonah; and 1 
direct you to remonstrate in the strongest terms ogainst their 
continuance at the Court of the Peisbwa, as being wholly 
incompatible with tbe relation subsisting between his High 
ness and the Company 1 ou will assure his Highness that 1 
shall constantly tnbnut to him the state of any negotiation 
which Tippoo may open with me on behalf of tbe afiies but 
the residence at Poonah of an embassy fitim Tippoo m the 
actual crisis must tend to encourage tbe hopes of the Sub 
tann, and to countenance mmoors of disunion and jealousy 
between the albes. 

I am aware that under the existing establishment of the 
Company s armies m India, the expense of the detachment, 
proposed to acT with the Peishwa s contingent, will exceed 
that of the detachment which was commanded by Captain 
lattlo during the last war with Tippoo Sultaun but I con- 
sider it so essential an object, in the event of boitihtifis with 
tho Sul t au n , that a BnUsh force should act m conjunction 
with the Mahrattas, that I direct you to wave the considera 
bon In arranging the amount of the subsidy with the Court 
of Poonah. 
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You Will send your assistant with the detachment of tlu 
Company’s tioops, proposed to act with the Peishwa’s con- 
tingent, for the pill pose of conducting, in the first instance; 
the intercourse between the commanding officer of the foimei 
and the Mahratta commander, and eventually of seiving as 
the channel of communication between the latter and the 
commandeis of the Company’s foices on the coasts of IMala- 
bar and Coromandel. 

I am, &c 

Mornington. 


No cxxin. 

J fj Crmif (o the Earl of Mornington 
Mv Lord, Camp at Anopaheer, I2th Juimary, 1/99 

The army under my command assembled heie on the 27th, 
as I make no doubt that you wnll luive been informed fiom 
Calcutta. We aie encamped close to the city and fort, and 
the moie intimate knowledge winch I liave been able to ob- 
tain of the country has only served to convince me, that we 
could not have chosen a position bettei adapted to every ch- 
cumstance that may occur m the execution of your Lordship’s 
in<?tructions m the defence of the Viziei’s dominions. Almas 
has joined me here with foui battahons of sepoys and one of 
nujeebs, twelve veiy well provided guns and some horse I 
have not yet been able to get fiom him any exact statement 
of his numbers , but from having seen his battahons under 
arms, I compute the amount of the five not to exceed 2500 
men. As to the Nabob’s troops, it is impossible for me to 
convey to your Lordslup a more decided opinion as to "their 
nuUity, than I have abeady had the honor of communicating 
to your Lordship. With the view, however, of drawing from 
them the only service which it seemed possible to hope for, I 
pressed strongly for the appointment of General Mar tine to 
the command of those stationed m Rohilcund, which the 
Nabob has acceded to, and the General is now on the duty 
of examining the foi ds of the river fi om Hurdwai to this 
place. It IS however extremely difficult to combat the ob- 
stacles which arise from the extreme pusillanimity and soidid 
avarice of the Nabob. I have written in strong terms, and I 
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am iure Air I umatlen la indefatjgoblo in liia reprcjcntationi, 
for It b a duty, that I owe to tliat gentleman, to aaiure your 
Lordjhip that nothing can exceed the cordiality and xeal 
with which he hoj eeconded every view that hai occurred to 
me on this occaaioiu I am well assured that the Nabob s 
troops are neither armed nor clothed nor is there a gun m 
the dutnet, which u put under General Martmos command 
that can be mode use of In conseqnence of our representa- 
tions he has promised to tend some guns , but he declares 
that he has neither arms nor clothing beyond what he must 
fhmish to the battohons that he keeps near bis person. He 
has mdeed given directions for their regular payment, wbmh 
Mr Lumsden thinks will be sufficient to ensure it. I own I 
have great doubts of it. ^ 

1 do not know m what terms Colonel CoThns has communi 
Gated to H<yah Ambajee your Lordships determination upon 
the propooal which he had made. It is however certain that 
he has mdustriously dissemujAted sn tlio country the report 
that the Mabratta Ibrces are to be joined by this army and 
it is generally considered that our advance for that purpose 
is only delayed till the omval of the boats in which our stores 
ore supposed to be. The Mabrattas have in the mean time 
mode some movements towards Delphi, but 1 do not find that 
they have it in their power to assemble any force of a magm 
tudo to proimie any considerable efiecL 

Zemaun Shah was atiU in Lahore so late as 31st of 
December We had a report m all our mtelhgence that he 
had quitted it on his return to fais own domimons the 27th. 
1 confess 1 considered it as probable, though the report did 
not appear to me to be sufficiently authenticated to ment en 
tire confidence, and accordingly it has smee turned out to 
have been fidse. It would seem from all the intelligence we 
get, that he has been employed m repiumig both the works 
and the dwellmg part of the fort at Lahore whilst he has 
restrained his army from the usual exercise of the right they 
claim of plundering the country and has been anxious to 
concihate the people to his government. This carnet with it 
the appearance of an intention to establish himiplf there but 
his imvaned declarations have always been that he would 
soon advanx:e to Delhi. On the other hand the Seiks are 
assembled m considerable numbers at Amrutsir some skir 
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lui'^hes have taken place, but nothing that c.m have any influ- 
ence on the real state of the contest They, however, impede 
the supplies to the Shah’s .irmy much, and there is no doubt 
that he has been very much distiessed in that lespect. Not- 
withstanding the state of hostility with a common enemy, the 
chiefs of these people appear to be as much disunited, and to 
entertain as strong a je.ilousy of each other as ever , and 
there is no doubt that they are all negociating with the Shah. 
He sent a Vakeel to them in common, who is letuined with 
geneial answers and nuzziis fiom them all, but besides this, 
each has sent a sepaiate Vakeel wnth him to negociate for 
himself It is, I think, impossible to form an idea how this 
is likely to terminate, but to give youi Lordship a notion of 
the opinion which geneially prevails on the subject, I do 
myself the honor to enclose a copy of a tianslation of part of 
a paper of intelligence fi om my own people, which relates to 
it I cannot conceive that confidence oi cordiality can ever 
e\ist between them, and if they ever do come to an agi ce- 
ment, I should rather suppose that they will pay the Shah a 
sum of money under the denomination of tiibute, with which 
he will leturn. If, however, my conjectuie should prove 
wrong, and they should actu.ally submit, and join him with 
their forces, there cannot exist a further obstacle to his pro- 
giess to Delhi, where he will collect a veiy formidable force. 
Every tiling lemains perfectly quiet in Rohilcund, nor is there 
any account of Gholaum Mahomnied having joined the Shah. 
I believe he is still at or neai N.adoun. 

We have an account fi om Delhi, that it has been mentioned 
at the King’s duibar by Monsieui Peron Duvan, that he had 
heaid that the Fiench had peneti’ated thiough some islands, 
and had appioached Heiat and the Holy Mushed This 
appears to be utteily impracticable, as they could not have 
leached any place from whence they could alaim those cities, 
m the time that has elapsed since we know them to have 
been in Egypt, even supposing them to have encountered no 
obstacle in their maich , but if the repoit is not totally des- 
titute of foundation, it must proceed fiom some part of Buo- 
naparte’s army having made their escape from the immediate 
ruin with which they weie threatened in Egypt, and yet I 
cannot conceive any loute by which they can have done it. 
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that miut not hnTO fallen under the cognjianco of Mr 
neaty at BosaoraL who would, of course ha%e conveyed the 
Information to your Xiordihip 

I bare the honour to bo, 

My Lord, 

your Lordslupi moat obedient 

homblo Servant, 

J H. Craig 


No CXXIV 

T* tht Stertt Cemmitige •ftk* Ctvrt DtT<ct«n. 

HonouilabLE Sma, FortSu Oeorj^e, ISth Jsniuuy 1799 

The Government at Fort ‘William will have communicated 
to you through the Secret Department o detail of tbo afEairs 
of that Presidency, from the date of my last despatches by the 
extra 8hip£sry(^ce to the period of ny embarkation for the 
coast of CoromondeL 

1 shtQ now lay before you the motrves which mdneed mo to 
adopt the measure of proceeding to Fort St George. 

I had made an arrangement with the Commander lO-Chief 
m India under which I had proposed to his Excellency to 
proceed to Fort St George, for the purpose of taking upon 
himself the command of the army on the coast of Coromandel 
hut my subsequent advices from the north western frontier of 
Hlndostan, os well as irom tbia qnarter led me to soggest the 
necessi^ of an alteration in that arrangement 

From tliese advices, it appeared that the reports of Zemaun 
Shah I progress, which had until that penod been vogue and 
contradictory were become more uniform and consistent ajid 
that the Shah had actually advanced as far as Lahore and 
appeared determined to prosecute hia design of proceeding at 
least os for as Delhi. On the other hnnH thocheck which the 
French had received in Egypt, the destruction of their in- 
fluence m the Deccan, the revival of our defensive alHance 
with the Isixam and the Poishwa, and the appearance of our 
fleet off the coast of Malabar, together with the advanced 
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state of our iiulitary picparutions on that coast, anti on the 
coast of Coromandel, appeared by my latest intelligence 
fiom Fort St. George, to haveevcited m the mind of Tippoo 
Sultaun an apprehension of our power to enfoicc our just de- 
mands of satisfaction foi his late infiaction of the treaty of 
Seiingapatam. 

The probability of military operations on the frontier of 
Oude was, therefore, increased, whilst a piospect was opened of 
oiu' being able to induce Tippoo Sultaun to listen to leason- 
able terms of accommod.ition, without resoitmg to arms. 

Undei these ciicumstances it appealed to me that the 
public service would deiive material benefit fioin the presence 
of Sir Alured Clarke in Bengal, and that it became my duty 
to proceed to Fort St. George. 

In such a conjuncture, it was not advisable that both the 
Governor General and the Commandei-in-Chief should be 
absent from Bengal at the same moment; and the fiequent 
refeiences which must be made to me, in the event of a nego- 
tiation with Tippoo Sultaun, rendered it necessary that I 
should be as near as possible to his dominions. A single 
reference from Seringapatam to Foit William would have con- 
sumed a large pai t of the season which ought to be employed 
in military operations, if wai should unfortunately become 
inevitable ; Tippoo Sultaun would certainly have availed him- 
self of this advantage to protract, and piobably to fiustiate, 
the issue of the negotiation. 

I, therefore, lesolved to embark for Fort St. George on 
boaid his Majesty’s ship La Sybille, which was then in the 
liver pieparing for sea. 

I lequested that during my absence his Excellency, Sir 
Alured Claike, would act as Vice President and Deputy Go- 
veinoi of Foit William. 

The Government at Foit William had been apprized, by 
veibal communication, befoie my departme, of the progress 
which, with the assistance of the Committee appointed on the 
20th of June, I had been enabled to make in the revision of 
the several branches of the civil estahhshments of that Pre- 
sidency The great pressure of othei business has not yet 
admitted of my drawing the detads of my plan into a con- 
nected form but the mateiials which I have aheady laid be- 
foie the Council at Fort William, and those which I have left 
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m the handj of Sir Alured ClarLo, wiJl, I tniit, be aufflaent to 
enable him to iMue the necessary orders for putting the pro- 
posed econoimca] reductions in trainj and, on my return to 
Fort \Villuun, I propose to submit the whole arrangement to 
the Honourable Court of Directors, together with a luUstato- 
ment of the principles on which that arrangement Is founded, 
and of the means by which it is to be c&med into oiTect. 

On the 25th Dec. I7i)8, I embarked for Fort St. George 
and having reached the SybiUo on the 27th, I smred at this 
Presidency on the 31st, 

The pubhc despatch of this date from mo in Council to the 
Honourable Court of Directors will state the powers and an 
thonties which it Is my mtention to cxerciso during my resi- 
dence at this Presidency, and the arcumstanccs which attended 
my taking my seat in Council at Fort St George on the Snd 
Jan. 1790 • 

On my arrival I received an answer from Tippoo Sultaun 
to my letter of the 6th of November f 

Your Honourable Conmuttee wdll observe the prevancoiion 
and duplicity of the Sultaun s statement of his late mtercoorae 
with the Preach , and you wiU remark the evasiOD by which 
he eludes the moderate and amicable proposition of the 
allies for opening a negotiatioa with him, through the mission 
of Major Dovetoo. 

To this letter from the Sultaun I returned the answer dated 
9th January 1799 m which I have renewed the proposition 
of opening a pacific negotiation. 

Subsequently to the despatch of my letter dated 9th Jan. 
1799 I received from the Solhiiui the letter dated 2nd Jan, in 
reply to a letter dated 10th Dec, 1798 which 1 had forward 
ed from Port "WiUiam, apprumg him of my intention to pro- 
ceed to Port St. George and again urgmg the admission of 
Major Doveton. The Sultaun s letter datedSndJan. is en- 
tirely silent on the latter pomt, and ftimuhes an additional proof 
of his disposition to evade the pacific advances of the sOipk, 

In the mean whilo I have the satisfaction to inform you that 
the mDi ta r y preparations in the ComaUc are in the most for- 


• TTio dcMpitdi adferted to U a mare re/errencs to tbo minate and pro- 
cUmsdoa at psfes 390 sod 391 I 

f S«op.38l ' 



1799 . 


IIIL HON. COURT Or DIRECTORS. 


409 


ward state, having been advanced dming the last two months 
with a degree of alacrity and vigour which reflects the highest 
credit on this Government. 

The volunteers fiom Bengal hadainved at this Piesidency 
a few days before me. 

His Highness the Ni/am’s Contingent, winch is to consist 
of the whole of the Company’s subsidiary troops, of 6,000 of 
the Nizam’s infantry, and of 10,000 cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Meer Allum, marched from the vicinity of Hyderabad 
on the 26th of December, and was expected to cross the 
Kistna on the 6th of this month, it will join a detachment of 
the army of this Pr esidency under the command of Colonel 
Wellesley at Tripetty. 

His Majesty’s 84th regiment, with a part of the Scotch bri- 
gade, and of the 28th regiment of light dragoons, from the 
Cape of Good Hope, arrived here in perfectly good condition 
on the 7th of this month. 

The last advices from Poonah afford every reason to expect 
the cooperation of a considerable Mahiatta force m the event 
of hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun. 

The Government of Bombay have employed every effort 
to forward the imhtary preparations on the coast of Malabar, 
from whence a respectable assistance will be afforded if the 
occasion should require it. 

The coast of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions in Malabar is at 
present guarded by his Majesty’s ships Suffolk and Victo- 
rious, and by the Company’s ships JEai I Howe and Pi incess 
Charlotte, armed under my orders at Calcutta. 

By accounts received from the Cape, rt appears that Com- 
modore Blanket was met at sea by the slap Mildied, in a 
positron which leaves no doubt of his having reached Ins sta- 
tion, although no official accounts have yet been received of 
that event. 

Under all these circumstances, I trust that I shall possess 
the means of effectually precluding Tippoo Sultaun from the 
advantages which he expected to derive under his late offensive 
alhance with the French. 

The fate of the French army in Egypt is still unknown to 
me, but the forward state of our armies and affiances m- 
duces me to entertain a confident expectation, that I shall be 
enabled to attain effectual security against the hostile designs 
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of Tippoo Sultaiin, before the »ca*on vriU admit of any auut- 
anc8 reaching him from Egypt, even if any port of the French 
army thoU have surmounted the mnumerahlo di^culdcj of 
their situation ; and If the vigUance of his Majesty b squadrons 
shall have been frustrated on the llod Sea and on the coast 
of Malabar 

The mteUigcnce which I have received this day from 
Lucknow and from the resident with Scindiah, induces mo to 
believe that the Shall will no( venture to advance beyond 
laihore during the present season. 

The Sciks have coDected their forces at Amrutsir os well 
os on other pomts of his proposed inarch and have obtained 
some partial advantages over detachments of his army And 
although they do not appear to possess a force suffiaent to 
cope with hia whole army m the field, he seems to dread the 
edects which might be produced by tho emh^mtsMmeats which 
they might bring npon the line of his march if be shoold at' 
tempt to advance towards Delhi 

Both the Mahrattas and Seiis on the north western froD> 
tier of Hindostan have manifested the most anxious denre to 
cooperate with our forces m opposing the progress of the 
Shsh I trust that thu disposibon may bereai^ become the 
source of eucreased security to the Company s possessions on 
that aide of India. 

In the meanwhile I hare the satisiactiQn to assure you, that 
the army under the command of Sir James Craig is m the 
highest condition m point of disapUne and equipment, and 
that the seal alacrity and talents of that able officer os well 
as of those who command under his orders leave no doubt 
that any attack, which the Shahs imprudence might hasard, 
must terminate to the honour of the British urms* 

The family and treasure of Gohuo Mahomed the Hohdla 
Chief have been conreyed under my orders to a place of se- 
curity at Benares. 

Syed Khan an active agent m the service of Golam Ma 
homed Is now impnsoned ^ the fortress of Chunar and the 
rema i ni n g sons of FysooUah Khan from whose movements 
disturbance was apprehended in Rohilcund are ot present 
detomed at Lucknow 

Although the general appearance of affairs promises an 
augmentation to the security of the British Empire in India, 
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the expense of the necessary means of accomphshing that 
important object must he very heavy, and the exigency of the 
pecuniary demands of this Presidency is pecuhaily urgent in 
the present moment. 

Even previously to the apprehension of hostihties in India 
I submitted to your Honourable Committee, and to the Ho- 
nouiable Court of Directors, my dehberate opimon, that the 
state of your affairs in India absolutely required an imme- 
diate and laige supply of treasure from Europe. My duty 
now demands strll more urgently that I should recommend to 
your serious consideration, m the most earnest manner, the in- 
dispensable necessity of aiding, by a seasonable remittance of 
supply, the efforts of your servants m India to rescue these 
valuable possessions from the accumulated danger which has 
lately menaced their tranqudhty 

With an anxious zeal for your service, and with a finn re- 
solution to encountei, by every practicable effort, whatever 
difficulties may arise in the course of your affaus, the servants 
of the Cou^pany m India cannot be expected to surmount all 
the exigencies of the present conjuncture without some extra- 
oidmaiy aid from home. 1, therefore, trust that you wdl take 
the earhest opportunity of affording effectual relief to the re- 
sources of the Government of Bengal, on the credit of which 
the whole system of your finances m India must depend. 

I am happy to take this opportunity of repeating the as- 
surance of my entue confidence m the cordial and honourable 
cooperation of 'Lord Chve , and it is a pecuhar satisfaction to 
me to be able to add, that since my ai rival heie I have found 
in all your civil and military servants, and m all the European 
and Armenian inhabitants of this settlement an unanimous dis- 
position to assist me m the despatch of the pubhc seivice. 

I must refer your Honourable Committee to a minute re- 
corded by me in the secret department of the government at 
Fort Wilham,’^' which will be transmitted to you by the first 
ships of this season, for the motives which induced me to mo- 
dify the orders of the Honouiable Court of Duectois with 
respect to the allowances to the officeis of the array. The 
regulation lespecting regimental rank had been carried mto 
execution in Bengal sometime previous to my departui e. 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Morning TON 
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Sir, Port Sc. Ourge, 16th Juturj 1799 

Judging it ncce*»ary m the preient coujuncturo to employ 
a penon to rctide with the Rajah of T'rftvancoro, I haTe been 
Induced by the faTourable report which I have received of 
your xeal activity and ability to select you for tins aemce 

The following are the objects to which you ore to direct 
your attention — 

1 You are to stimulate the Rajah and bu mhuater, to the 
necessary ercrtiona for placing without delay the whole of the 
military force of Travancore in a forward state of preporatioD, 
for the purpose of effectual cooperation with the Company s 
armies m the event of hostihdes with Tippoo SuJtaun. 

2 You will urge the Rajah a immediate compliance with 
the requmtious contained in my letter to him.* 

3 You will call upon him m my namC; to give every pos- 
sible encouragement to the bnnjames and baur dealers of 
bu country to repair with supplies^ to the sirmy on the coast 
of Malabar by such routes and at such penodis as you shall 
recommend 

4 As the army under General Stnart will eventually bo in 
great want of coolies for the purpose of assutiugin the trans<- 
portation of provisions and stores np the Ghauts, you wili en^ 
deavour to prevail on the Rajah to send as many of thia useful 
class of people to the army as you may judge requisite. 

6 You win correspond constantly with Lieutenant General 
Hams and with Lieutenant General Stuart, and you wiB en- 
deavour to comply with such requisitioDS as they shall sever 
ally mfllrw to you for supphes. 

6. In the event of hostihties with Tippoo Sultaun, you will 
exert yourself to engage the Rigah to employ bu nuhtary 
force in the manner which shall appear to you best calculated 
to promote the common cause, or according to such direcbons 
ns you shall receive either &om Laeutenant General Hams 
or from Lieutenant General Stuart. 


Tbs letter referred to contalits reqoIalUoas for the to famiah 

iuppliei of bullocks and cooUej for the lue of the Alsdru anuj 
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7. You will carefully eiuleavoui to pi event the Rajah fioni 
comniitting any aggression against the state of Mysoie until 
hostilities shall have actually commenced between the Com- 
pany and Tippoo Sultaun. 

8 I undei stand that the Rajah entertains in his service se- 
veial French and other European natives, or subjects of coun- 
tries at war with Great Britain You will, therefoie, lepiesent 
to the Rajah, and his ministers, in the most forcible teims, the 
great danger to his own goveinment from the mischievous 
principles of the French, and the impropriety of his extending 
favoui and protection to the inveterate enemies of the Biitish 
nation. Y'^ou will pursue this representation by an assuiance, 
in my name, that the Rajah cannot better consult his own 
tiue interests, or my satisfaction, than by immediately dis- 
missing from his service, and sending out of his country, all 
Europeans of the character described. Should he wish to 
replace the foreigneis employed in hismihtaiy service by Bii- 
tish subjects, I shall be prepared to receive an application 
from him to that effect. 

9. Y'’ou will transmit to me, as soon as possible, an account 
of the military forces and equipments of the Rajah, including 
a report of all the Europeans in Ins service , and you will re- 
gularly advise me of all material transactions in the Rajah’s 
dominions, and in the adjacent countries. 

I am, &c &c. 

Mornington 


No. CXXVI 

TAe Earl of Mornington to Tippoo Sultaun 

Fort St George, 16tli January, 1799. 

Your Highness has aheady been furnished by Loid Clive 
w’lth a translation of the declaration of war issued by the Sub- 
lime Porte against the French, in consequence of then having 
violated the sacred obligation of treaty with the Grand Sig- 
nior, and of their having invaded Egypt in contempt ofeveiy 
principle of good faith, and of the law of nations You have 
also received from me atianslation of the manifesto published 
by the Porte on the same occasion, exposing, in just colours, 
the overbearing and aiiogant spirit, as well as the treachery 
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and faltchood, wliich the French have duclowd in their con 
duct towarda allnmntlnd andcipeaally toworda tlie Subhme 
Porte. 

The Porte, juatlj outraged bj on oggrcssion io atrocioua 
and unprecedented oi the mTomon of Egyp^ boa now united 
in a common cause with the Bntuli nation for tlie purpoae 
of curbing tbo intemperance of the French and the Grand 
Signior having learnt the unfortunate alliance which >our 
Highneaa has contracted with bia enemiea the French against 
hia friends and olhea the Brituh nation bia Highness re> 
aolved, frxim motives of frnendahip toworda you os well aa to- 
wards the British nation, to worn you, In on amicable letter 
of the dangers of this fatal connection and to exhort you to 
manifest your zeal for the Muasuhnaji faith by renouncing 
all mtercoorae with tlie common enemy of every religion, and 
the aggrcuor of the head of the JJnhomedan Church.* 


• The foUowiof U • cop7 of tbe letteri— 

LtUrr />Mi StltOMM S<U» U tk4 Ttppo^ dtted 

CBMiunlMapU 2Q/A Stpi^wU^r 1/98/ t* Afr Speuerr SmiiJi 

its Bnt^juk ^miaer PUiupBienitwrjf ifC 

Vic take thli opportaalty to aeqaalot your Mi^jeaty when the French 
Repobllo wu enftged In e w«r with moet of the poiren of Eompe within 
thU Utter period our SobUme Porte not only took no part e^ahul 
bat re^irdAil of the eoaent ondty exUting with that nation adopted a 
•yatem of the itricteft neatndity and ahewed then eren rach acta of 
coantenaoce aa hare ^ven riae to eompUinta on the pert of other Coorta. 

Thai friendly dlspoaed towarda them and rrpodng a confidence In 
thote aeotunenta of fheodahip which they appeared to profeaa for na, we 
f^re no ear to many propodtioiu and adranla|feooa offera which had 
been made to aa to aide with the belllfereot powera, hat ponaant to oar 
maxima of moderation and Joatice* we abatained from breaking with them 
withoat direct motlre, and firmly obaored the line of oeaixallty / all 
which U nototloaa to the wtskL 

In thla poatare of thin^ when* the French haring wltnexaed the great 
eat marka of attendon from oar Soblime Porte, a perfect reciprocity waa 
natanily expected on their when no canae exuted to intampt the 
coadnoanca of the pence betwixt tbe two nadona, they all of a trodden 
hare exhibited the anproroked and treacherona proceedlnga, of which 
the following ia a tkctch 

They began to prepare a fleet In one of their harboarx, called Toalon 
with moat extraordinary myxtery and when completely fitted oat and 
ready for a«a, embarked a Uigeboifyof troopr end they put alao on 
board sereral people reraed lo the Arabic Unguage, and who had been in 
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Accoidingly this letter (the testimony of fiiendshipj and the 
fruit of wisdom, piety and zeal) was delivered by the minister 
resident at Constantinople, by whom it was tiansmitted to the 

Egypt before, they gave the command of that armament to one of their 
generals, named Buonaparte, who first went to the Island of Malta, of 
which he took possession, and thence proceeded direct for Alexandna, 
where being armed the 1 7th Muharem, all of a sudden landed his troops, 
and entered the town by open force, publishing soon after manifestoes m 
Arabic among the different tnbes, stating, m substance, that the object 
of their enterpnze was not to declare war against the Ottoman Porte, but 
to attack the Beys of Egypt, for insults and mjuries they had committed 
against the French merchants in time past , that peace with the Ottoman 
empire ivas permanent, that those of the Arabs who should joui, would 
meet with the best treatment , but such as shewed opposition, would 
suffer death with this further insinuation, made in different quarters, 
but more particularly to certain Courts at amity with us, that the expe- 
dition against the Beys was with the privity and consent of our Sublime 
Porte , which is a horrible falsity After this they also took possession 
of Rosetta, not hesitating to engage m a pitched battle with the Ottoman 
troops, who had been detached from Cairo to assist the invaded 

It 13 a standing law amongst all nations, not to encroach upon each 
others’ territories, whilst they are supposed to be at peace When any 
such events take place as lead to a rupture, the motives, so tending, are 
previously made known between the parties , nor are any open aggres- 
sions attempted against their respective dpminions until a formal declara- 
tion of war takes place 

Whilst, therefore, no mterruption of the peace, nor the smallest symp- 
tom of misunderstanding appeared between our Sublime Porte and the 
French Repubhc, a conduct so audacious, so unprovoked, and so deceit- 
fully sudden on their part, is an undeniable trait of the most extreme 
insult and treachery 

The province of Egypt is considered as a region of general veneration, 
from the immediate proximity of the noble city of Mecca, the Kebleh of 
the Mussulmen, (the point of the compass to which aU Turks turn their 
face in performmg their prayers) and the sacred town of Medina, where 
the tomb of our blessed prophet is fixed , the inhabitants of both these 
sacred cities deriving from thence their subsistence 

Independent of this, it has been actually discovered from several letters 
which have been intercepted, that the further project of the French is to 
divide Arabia into various republics , to attack the whole Mahommedan 
sect, in its religion and country , and by a gradual progression, to extir- 
pate all Mussulmen from the face of the earth 

It is for these cogent motives and considerations, that we have deter- 
mined to repel this enemy, and to adopt every vigorous measure against 
these persecutors of the toth , we placing all confidence m the Omnipo- 
tent God, the source of all succour, and in the intercession of him who is 
the glory of prophets. 
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Honourable 3fr Duncan, Governor ofBomhay, wbo ba4 Tor- 
warded it to Lord Clirc , tbo day before yeaterday tUii letter 
reached Modraa, and a tramlation accompanied it, by which 

Now It being eertnln Uiat in addldoa to tlia general tlet of religion 
the bondi of unltf and good undentanding bare ercr been Ann and per 
manent with yoor Majetty aojuitlj famed for yonr xcal and attachment 
to oar ialth j and that more than onee inch pobUc acts of friendly allen- 
tioo bare been practised between os as to Iutb cemented the connection 
snhtlating bct\reca the two coantrlcs, w« therefore sincerely hope from 
yonr BIi\}csty*B dignified disposition that yoa will not refuse entering 
into concert with ua and giring Sublime Porte erery possible assist- 
ance, by such an exertion of teal, as yonr flnnneas and natniil attach- 
ment to sneh a cause cannot f^ to excite. 

We nnderxtand tbat In cooseqaence of certain secret Intngncs carried 
on by the French in India (after their aceuatomed system) in order to 
destroy tbo settlements, and to sow dUsentloas In tbe prorinces of the 
English there, a strict eoDoectlon ta expected to taho effect between them 
and yonr M^esty for whose scrrice they are to send orera corps of 
troops by the way if -Egypt. 

We are penxuded« tb^ the tendency of tbe French plans cannot. In 
the present days escape yoar Uijesty's penetration and notice, and that 
no maDoer of regard will be given to thdr deceitful Irulnnations on your 
side and whereas the Court of Orest Britain la actnaHy at war with 
them and our Sublime Porte engaged on the other hand In repelling 
thdr aggressioas cooaaqaeotly the French are enemies to both | and 
such a rec4)roclty of Interests moat exist between those CJourti u ought 
to make both parties eager to afford rre/y mutual suecoor which a com 
mon cense requires. 

It Is notorious, that the French, bent upon the orerthrow of all sects 
and religions, hare bvented a new doctrine, under the name of Liberty t 
they tbemselres profetsiDg no other belief but that o/Debrees/ CEpIcu 
rcans, or Pythagoreans) that they bare not eren spared the territoria of 
the Pope of Home, a country aince tune immemorial held in great re- 
rerence by all tbe European nadona i that they hare wrested and shared 
with others, the whole Venetian State, notwithstanding fellow r^nb- 
lic had not only abstained from taking part igmloat them bot had ren- 
dered them sendee during the course of the war thna effacing the name 
of the repuhllo of Venice from the annals of history 

There is uo doubt thst their present atuanpt agsmst the Ottomans, as 
well as thor ulterior designs (dictated by their araricioaa view towards 
oriental riches) tend to make a general conquest of tt^t country (which 
may Ood ncrer snffer to take effect I) and to expel srery Moasaltnan from 
it, under pretence of annoying the Rn gH«Ti. 'Hielr end is to be once ad 
mlttod In India, and then to derclope what redly Uca In their hearta, Jiut 
as they have done in erery place where they hare been able to acquire a 
footing 

In a word they are a nation wboae deceitfal intrigues and perfidious 
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I learnt the valuable lessons of prudence and truth which it 
contains. I now forward it to your Highness ; you will read 
and consider it with the respectful attention which it demands , 
theie you ivill find the same friendly admonitions respecting 
the dangerous views of the French nation, which I have al- 
ready submitted to your consideration. 

When your discermng mind shall have duly examined this 
respected letter, you wiU no doubt draw the following conclu- 
sions from it . — 

First. That all the maxims of public law, honour and reh- 
' gion, aie despised and profaned by the French nation, who 
consider all the thrones of the world, and every system of civil 
order and religious faith, as the sport and prey of their bound- 
less ambition, insatiable lapine, and indiscrimmate sacrdege. 


pursuits know no bounds They are intent on nothing, but on depnving 
people of their lives and properties, and on persecuting religion, wherever 
their arms can reach 

Upon all this, therefore, coming to your Majesty’s knowledge, it is 
sincerely hoped, that you will not refuse every needful exertion towards 
assisting your brethren Mussulmen, according to the obligations of reli- 
gion, and towards defending Hindostan itself, against the effect of French, 
machinations Should it be true, as we hear, that an intimate connection 
has taken place betiveen your Court and that nation, we hope that, by 
weighing present circumstances, as well as every future inconvenience, 
which would result from such a measure, your Majesty iviU beware 
against it, and in the event of your having harboured any idea of joimng 
with them, or of moving against Great Britain, you will lay such resolu- 
tion aside We make it our especial request, that your Majesty will 
please to refrain from entering mto any measures against the English, or 
lending any compliant ear to the French Should there exist any subject 
of complaint with the former, please to communicate it, certam as you 
may be of the employment of every good office on our side, to compro- 
mise the same, we wish to see the connection above alluded to, exchanged 
in favour of Great Britain 

We confidently expect that, upon consideration of all that is stated in 
this communication, and of the necessity of assistmg your brethren Mus- 
sulmen in this general cause of religion, as well as of cooperating to- 
wards the above precious province, being delivered from the hands of the 
enemy, your Majesty ivill employ every means, which your natural zeal 
will point out, to assist the common cause, and to corroborate, by that 
means, the ancient good understanding so happily existing between our 
empires 

A true Copy, N B Eomonstone, 

Persian translator to Govt 

2 1 ; 
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Secondly That tlio Trcacb have uuulted and asaaidted the 
acknowledged head of the Mahomedan Church » and that 
they have wantonly raiaed an uoprorokedand cruel war m the 
heart of that country, which la revered by every Muatulman 
aa the repoaitory of theraoit aacred monument# of the Mabo 
medan faitln 

Thirdly That a firm, honourable and mtnnate tilliance and 
fhendslup, now aubBUt# between the Grand Sigmor and the 
Bntuh nation for tlio expreaa porpote of oppoimg a barrier 
to the exceaact of the French* 

Fourthly That the Grand Sigmor ii fully apprized of the 
mtercourse and connection unliappdy citabluhcd between 
your Hig nea# and the French, for purposes hoitfie to the 
Bntuh nation that he offers to your Highness the talu 
tary fruit of that experience, which he has already acqun^d 
of the rumous effects of French intrigue, treachery and de- 
ceit, and that he admonishes you not to Hatter yourself with 
the vam hope of friendly aid from those, who (even if they 
had escaped fr^im the valour and skill of the Bntuh forces) 
could never have reached you until they had profaned the 
tomb of your Prophet, and overthrown the foundation of your 
religion* 

May the admomtion of the head of your Faith dispose your 
mind to the pacific propositions which 1 have repeatedly but 
m vain subnutted to your wudom* And may you at length 
receive the ambassador who will bo empowered to conclude the 
defimte arrangement of all differences between you and the 
allies and to secure the tranquilhty of India against the dis- 
turbers of the world I 
A true Copy N B. EuicoifSTOWS 

Perriui Trsnsktor to Gort MoBjriNQTON 
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Ti4 E*ri ^ M*rMisg{9m /• tMe ReuirfU mt Hfd4r*i€d, 

Fort 8 l George, 31»t Jsn. 1799 

I have received a letter from Captain White, In which he 
informs me that 6000 of the Nisam s infantry had halted on 
the bonks of the £istna and refused to proceed and that 
Meer Allum was doubtful of being able to prevail on them to, 
follow the army 
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Tile deficiency, winch may he expected to take place m his 
Highness’s contingent in consequence of this event, does not 
appear to menace evils of so serious a nature, as those which 
may he apprehended fiom the continuance of a body of dis- 
aflhcted tioops in 1ns Highness’s dominions, duiing the ab- 
sence of our mihtaiy foice. 

These tioops lately constituted apart of M. Peron’s army, 
and although deprived of then* European ofiicers, then dis- 
cipline is still superior to that of any othei corps in the 
Nizam’s service, they aie well aimed, and have a train of 
field artillery attached to them. Under all these circum- 
stances, the greatest mischiefs are to be apprehended from 
their disposition and power. They may either deseit in a 
body to Tippoo Sultaun, who might immediately replace their 
late officeis by others of the same nation , or they may raise 
the standard of revolt m the heart of his Highness’s country. 
The Nizam and Azim ul Omra must, without delay, take 
every practicable measure for preventing either of these dan- 
gers. 

jMy decided opinion is, that these troops ought immediate- 
ly to be disarmed and disbanded. At the same time I am 
aware, that his Higlmess may not possess the means, in the 
absence of the Company’s tioops, to effect this desirable ob- 
ject. In this case it will be necessary to temporise with the 
revolted troops, and to endeavour to break them mto small 
parties. They must be withdrawn without loss of time, fiom 
their present station, and on no account be employed to the 
southward Their guns should be separated fiom them as 
speedily as it may be practicable to attempt the measure 
with a prospect of success 

You must call upon the Nizam to supply the existing defi- 
ciency m his contingent, arising firom the desertion of these 
troops, by a remfor cement of at least 4000 cavalry who must 
be ordered to join Meer Allum, by the route of Budwail and 
Dornal pass immediately. 

I am, &c., 

Mornington 
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T%4 Etrl llfTiingtom i4 Hit S*ctiU»ey Rttr HJmir*! Mnler 
Sir, Fort St Geor^ 21»t Jul 17^ 

I troat that the abtpa Earl IIok^ and Princcu Charlotte^ 
are arrived on the cooat of Malabar, and that thoir respective 
Captains will conduct thcoiselvos m such a maimer as to 
ment your Excellency a approbation But feeling with your 
Excellency the necessity of mvestmg you with a power of 
superseding the commonddrs of tho Honomhlo Company s 
armed ships during tlie period of their serving under your 
orders! 1 hereby authorise your Excellency accorduigly, to 
supersede the commanders of any ships armed by the Coo 
pany and now serving or which may hereafter be placed, 
under your Excellency a author!^ Although your Excel- 
lency has expressed your readiness to accept any such re- 
strictions of this general powor os 1 may deem expedient, I 
thlni. the pubho service will be best promoted, by leaving to 
your Excellency the free and unlimited exercise of your du- 
cretioo, with respect to sneh supercessions or appomtmenU, 
ss >ou may think fit to make. 

I rely entirely on your Excellency s prudence, experience 
and seal for the public semco, that yon wiU use the iiower 
which I bare rested m your hands m such a manner, as shall 
most efiectuolly promote the mterests of the Company, and 
of the Nation. 

I have signified to the Government ofBombsy the powers 
with which I have mveited yoor Excellency and I have di 
rected that Government to notify my orders on tbi« subject 
to the commanders of the Company s ships serving under 
your Excellanoys authority 

I found Fort St. George crowded with French prisoners, 
and 1 was mformed that a considerable number of the s ap ifl 
description re mam m Pondicherry In the event of a forward 
morement of the army great danger is to bo apprehended 
&om the turhnlent duposibon of these prisoners, and the 
only security against this danger would bo to divert a consi 
derahlo portion of our European force from our operations m 
the field, for the express purpose of guarding the French 
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pnsoneis in Foit St. George, and at Pondicheiiy Even this 
secuiity might become precarious, in the course of ceitain 
events, which I need not suggest to your Excellency’s expe- 
rience. 

I, therefoie, deemed the immediate removal of the Fiench 
prisoners to be an object essentially necessary towards ena- 
bling me to piosecute the war against Mysoie with confi- 
dence and vigoui. I have accordingly taken up tonnage for 
the purpose of transporting the Fiench prisoners to Euiope 
without delay , being aware that your Excellency under the 
piesent ciicumstances could not be expected to afford any 
assistance m convoying the prisoners to Euiope, I have 
thought it advisable to employ the Cornwallis to accompany 
them as far as the Cape of Good Hope, fiorn thence, I trust, 
that the Admnal on that station will be able to guard them 
to Europe, if he should not, I shall direct the Captain of the 
Cornwallis to proceed thither fiom the Cape 

The last intelhgence from Europe received overland leads 
me to appiehend, that the Fiench will at length make an 
effort (which I have long expected) to send a squadron into 
these seas. Although I have little doubt that the vigilance 
of his Majesty’s Mmisters, will take an early oppoitunity of 
reinforcing the fleet under youi Excellency’s Command, I 
feel it to be the duty of those on the spot to provide with 
every practicable degree of precaution, against the possibility 
of the French becouung superior to the Biitish fleet in India 
I, therefore, take the liberty of recommending to your Excel- 
lency the detention of the Sceptre, after she shall have been 
repaired at Bombay j and as Sir Hugh Chiistian has du’ected 
Captain Edwards to attend to any suggestions which he may 
receive from the Government of India, I propose to convey 
my decided opimon to Captam Edwards, that he cannot 
better promote the safety of the British possessions in India, 
than by placing himself under your Excellency’s ordeis, until 
further naval reinfoi cements shall aiiive from Europe, oi 
untd all appiehension of the appearance of a Fiench fleet in 
these seas shall have ceased. 

The Oste) ley AviU soon depart from this poi t, with a supply 
of coals foi the use of your Excellency’s squadron I shall 
direct the Government of Bombay to aim hex with all ex- 
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pedjtion, if jour Excellency iliould deem sucb a meoeuro 
admable 

I ihoU alao tnmmut my orderi to Fort \Vllljam, for tho 
equipment of any large ships which may amvo in the nver 
Hooghly 

I am extremely happy that my suggesUoni, with respect to 
the station of the SybiUe, have met with your Excellency s 
approbation 

My endeavour* arc «tiU directed to obtain a suitable ad 
juitment of our difference* with Tippoo Sultaun, through the 
channel of negotiation, accompanying, however my pacific 
propotition* with luch a difpoiiQon of our force* a* may tend 
to give Ml effect to my representations 

I rely with tlio moit unphcit confidence on your Excel 
lency s assurance* of cordial cooperation, in the event of war 
with Tippoo Sultaun, boing satisfied that I *ball derive every 
degree of practicable assistance f^m the squadron under 
your command, in my effort* to defeat the project* of the 
common enemy 

I have the hononr to be, 

« MoRMlKaTON 


NO.CXX3X 

Tke E€H ef hltmikgiom to tio Rtaidfmf gj Hydtrtiad 
Sir, Fort Sl Gecrye 22 ndJsn I799 

It u of the utmost importance to nscertam the cause* which 
impeded the operabons of hi* Highnes* ■ cavalry during the 
last war and to consider how those causes can now bo re- 
moved* 

I am mfonned that for tho mo«t port hi* Highne** s cavalry 
were tufflciently well mounted and armed and I have never 
heard that they manifested any pecuhor deficiency m pomt of 
personal courage. Thor unwifiingnesi to engage the enemy 
dunng the last war must, therefore have arisen from other 
causes. 

Dunng the first Campaign of Lord Cornwallis, the com- 
mander of the Nmomi cavalry was not xealous in the cause 
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of the allies, ami some of the iissallalulars neie stiongly 
suspected of liaving been corrupted by the enemy. These 
ciicumstances may leasonably be supposed to have contri- 
buted, in a great degiee, tow aids then disgi aceful inactivity. 
At piesent Ins Ilighness’s contingent is commanded by a 
person of a \eiy difleicnt disposition fiom Rajah Taiz Wunt , 
none of the susjiected iissallalulais aie now employed with 
it; and no reason exists to justify a suspicion of the faith of 
any of those now attached to it 

Notwithstanding these advantages, certain ladical defects 
lemain in the system of his Highness’s cavahy which lequiie 
coriection. 

The principal of these defects consists in the want of due 
encouiagement to the sillahdai, or hiied cavahy (of which 
description the Nizam’s contingent of cavahy is, I believe, 
almost entirely composed), to expose then horses m action. 
Foi the hoiscs being the piopeity of individuals, and some- 
times constituting the ivhole foitune of the hoisemen, no iisk 
ivill be incurred unless a pievious indemnity be piovided 
against the accidents of the field. Engagements to tlus effect 
aie sometimes foimed ivitli sillahdai. horse by the native 
poweis, but these engagements are fiequently \iolated. 

Anothei defect in the constitution of the sillahdar cavalry 
is, that although a hoiseman should be disabled for life in 
action, no provision is made for him, he, theiefoie, is un- 
wlhng to expose his person. 

The lemedies foi these defects aie sufficiently obvious. 
The Nizam ought to engage to pay the piopiietoi for every 
hoise killed or disabled m action, according to its lated 
value , and his Highness ought also to make a suitable pro- 
vision, duiing hfe, foi such hoisemen as shall be disabled in 
actual service. 

T^ou will, theiefoie, take an eaily opportunity of stating to 
the Nizam, and to Azim ul Omia, the great advantages which 
would result to his Highness’s service from the adoption of 
regulations of the nature here suggested , and you wiU en- 
deavour, by eveiy aigument in youi power, to induce the 
Ministei to pursue the tine interests of his Sovereign on this 
occasion. 

I am aware that his Highness ivdl not leadily adopt the 
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proposed unprorements to any useful extent i but If he will 
only rgnify bis approbation of the plan, and will promise to 
adopt It, I am disposed (on tho strength of such general 
assurances), to authorise Captain Malcolm, In concert with 
Meer AUum, to pledge the Company s government for tho 
faithiul performance, by his Highness, of whatever promises 
might be n^o to the horsemen m his name. 

Without the guaranty of tho Company, it is not to bo sup- 
posed that any vagoe assorances from his Highness would 
produce the desired cdcct. That guaranty would of course 
be given with every degree of respect and consideration for 
his Highness. 

It is possible that the whole expense rosnlting irom the 
proposed measures might nUimately fail on tho Company 
But the advantages of the arrangement to the Company, as 
well as to tbe*Nixam would probably be very considerable, 
and ought be of the most demsive natnre in the approaching 
war 

1 am, &C., 

MoBinKGTOir 


No eXXX. 

(General Orders ) 

tig Hifit £/««. tig Qgogrggr GemenJ in CgmueiL 

Port 8t George, 2nd Feb 1799 

Whereas the despatch of the public service requires 
the requisitions and orders of the Commander-m-Chiaf m tho 
field should be carried into effect with every practicable de- 
gree of promptitude and expedition, the Right Honourable 
the Governor Gener^ m Council hereby orders and directs 
all dvil servants subject to the authority of the Presidencios 
of Fort St George or of Bombay and all military officers 
serving under the authority of either Presidency, respectively 
to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to aU such requi- 
sitions or orders as they shall receive from the Commander 
in-Chief of the Forces of Ht« Majesty and of the Honorable 
the Fast India Company, on tho coasts of Coromandel and of 
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Malabai , and all civil servants and military officeis aie hereby 
informed, that any i equisition or order under the signature of 
the Commandei-in-Chief of the said Forces, shall be consi- 
deied as a full and sufficient voucher for any advance or 
disbui'sement of money which such i equisition or order shall 
authorize. 

The Right Honouiable the Governor General in Council 
fuither diiects, that any civil servant or military officer re- 
ceiving any such requisition or ordei from the Commandei- 
in-Chief, shall leport the same by the earliest oppoitunity 
thiough the legular official channels to his Lordship in Coun- 
cil, but the execution of the said requisition or order shall 
not theiefore be suspended or delayed , and all civd servants 
and mihtaiy officeis are hereby mformed that this order is to 
lemain in full force until fuither notice from the Governor 
Geneial m Council. 


No. CXXXI. 

General Hums to the Governor-General in CounciL 
JVTy Lord, Camp near Vellore, Feb 2, 1799 

Havmg had leisure since my arrival here to inspect the 
division of the army which has been since its formation under 
the orders of the Honoiable Colonel Wellesley, I have much 
satisfaction in acquainting youi Loidship, that the very hand- 
some appearance and perfect disciplme of the tioops do 
honour to themselves and to him, whde the judicious and 
masterly arrangements m respect to supplies, which opened 
an abundant free market, and inspired confidence into dealers 
of every desciiption, were no less creditable to Colonel Wel- 
lesley than advantageous to the pubhc service, and deservedly 
entitle him to my thanks and approbation. 

The other divisions of the army are under orders to take 
up their respective stations in the Ime, and as soon as they 
join, and when the officers at the head of the several depart- 
ments of ordnance and stores and of supphes, have been fully 
provided with then cattle and carnage, I shall be able to 
state, for your Loidship’s information, the probable period of 
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our being ready to moYO towordi tbe fronbcri of Uippoo 
Sultaun ' 

I bavo the honour to be, with great respect. 

Your Lordahip s obedient Sorrant 

George Harris, 


No CXXXII 

T\t ^ M»nnLgi»H U lArut Gt* JltTrlt C^vkm m n ir r^i^Cithf 
Sir Fort St. George 3d Feb 1790 

You have already been fumuhed with copies of the cor 
reipondence which has tahen place between mo and Tlppoo 
Sultaun tmea the 24th of October laaL 

I hare directed copies of this correspondence to bo trans- 
mitted to tbe Commiidonera m Malabar whom 1 hare m- 
stmeted to commomcatc the same to hu BxccDoncy Admiral 
Rainier, and to Lieutenant-General Stuart, or officer 
commanding the Company s troops on the Malabar coast. 

Havmg recelred no answer fk>m Tippoo Sultaun to the 
letter which I despatched to him on the &th ultimo and m 
which I repeated for the third tune, with increased earnest 
neai, my proposal respecting the admission of Major Doreton, 
It 18 reasonable to conclude that tbe object of the Sultaun ■ 
■Oence is to delay tbe commencement of demsiYO military 
opersboQB untd the season shall be so for adTanced aa to 
render the siege of his capital impracticable during the pre- 
sent year 

To defeat these views it is become necessary to saspend all 
negociahon with the Sultaun until the united force of the 
arms of the Company and tbar oJbes shall have mode sneh 
an impreinon on his temtones as may give full efiect to the 
just representations of the albed powers, 

I, therefore, direct that you enter the territory of Mysore 
with the army now assembled under your command, with as 
little delay as possible and that you proceed to the siege of 
Seringapatam. 

With respect to the divi^n of tho Company s army on the 
hrnl ab a r coast its operotioiis and, conseqoenUy those of the 
troops of the Rajahs of Coorga and Travancoro (who are to 
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l)e carefully pievented from making any pieinatuie move- 
ments), will lie legulated by the oiders which you shall 
transmit for that puipose to Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait, oi to 
the officer commanding in Malabar. 

I have insti ucted the Resident at Poonah to express to the 
Peishwa and to his Minister, Nana Furnaveese, my hope that 
the Mahratta empire will instantly puisue the necessaiy 
measures for the vigorous prosecution of hostilities against 
the common enemy, and the assurances which I have aheady 
received from that Court, lead me to expect that the north- 
western teiiitory of the enemy will soon be invaded by a con- 
siderable Mahiatta force under Puiseram Bhow. 

My latest accounts from the Resident at Poonah induce 
me to believe, that he must have applied before this tune to 
the government of Bombay for the assistance of a detachment 
of the Company’s tioops to act with the Peishwa’s contingent. 
In the event of the government of Bombay having been able 
to furnish such a detachment (of which I have no doubt), they 
will appi ize the commission in Malabar, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neial Stuart, or the officei commanding the tioops of the 
Presidency of Bombay in that quarter. 

The government of Bombay will also instruct the officer in 
the command of the detachment serving with the Mahrattas, 
to maintain as constant and legulai a coiaespondence with 
you, and with Lieutenant-General Stuait, as possible, and to 
exeit all his mflueiice with the commander of the Peishwa’s 
contingent, to engage him to regulate the progress and opeia- 
tions of the Mahiatta foices by your advice and directions, 
or by those of Lieutenant-General Stuait. 

Entertammg no views of aggrandizement, my objects m 
the wai will be hraited to the attamment of a just indemnity 
for the great expence to which the aggression of Tippoo 
Sultaun has subjected the alhes, and of a reasonable security 
agamst the future violence and treachery of that Prince , but 
no negociation -with a view to either object can be opened 
without danger to the common cause, until the Sultaun shall 
have been compelled to entertain serious apprehensions for 
the safety of Seringapatam, and it is accoidmgly my resolu- 
tion to hsten to no overtures from him, until we shall have 
attamed such a position as shall sufficiently secure us against 
the effects of his insincerity. 
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I ■hall hereafter mfonn you of tbo manner in which I wwh 
you to receive inch overtorea oa may be made to you by any 
of the mhahitantfl of Tippoo a dominiona dcsiroua of throwing 
off the authonty of that Prroce, I ahall also, in doc time 
send you lucb fhrther inatructiDna as may appear to mo to be 
necetBary for your direction, previou»ly to your entrance into 
the temtory of Myaore. 

1 have the honour to bo, &c. 

Mokninoton 


No cxxxni 

T\* E«H ^ MtnisgMk U ti# //m, JitdtJun jDuau 
Sir, Fort St. Oeorge Feb 5 1795 

I return you many tbanka for your exertions to procure 
mtdhgence respectiag Zemaun Shah ; although your suceosa 
haa not yet been complete, I trust you will ultimately be able 
to eatablisb a cbanncl of mformation which may hereafter be 
useful. Zemaun Shah commenced bis retreat from Lahore 
on the 4th of January the pnncipal cause aasigned for hu 
retreat is the appearance of Mahmoud, the Shah ■ brother in 
Batkh. From a comparison of dates, 1 think the movement 
of this Prince may possibly be the*work of your agent, Me- 
hedy Ah { which, if it should be proved will establish hu 
utihty If you should be satisfted of Mehedy AITs real effi 
oency, I th^ 2 lacs 10,000 rupees o sum not greater tfipn 
the value of the service and I authorise you to use your 
discretion on the subject accordingly The plan of subsi- 
dising the whole army of Persia is more extended and expen- 
srvo than circumstances require. But I should hope that, by 
the juthcioas application of moderate sums of money, ftum 
tim e to tune, not only the brothers of Zemaun Shah might 
be mamtained m such a state aa to occupy the Shah ■ atten 
tion at homo ; but the Court of Persia i^ght bo induced to 
keep him in perpetual check without any decided act of hos- 
tflity Thu system well executed, would save os a large 
portion of the expense of drawing our armies to the frontier 
of Oude, whenever the Shah chooses to cross the Attock. I, 
therefore, recommend the subject to your constant attention 
and I shall willingly provide for a small annual expense m 
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Persia, which promises to save enormous contingent charges 
in Oude. 

I am much pleased with your attention to the affairs of 
Goa, and I should most amdously wish to throw a gaiiison 
into that place, if we could at present spare ti’oops for the 
purpose. At present I can only request you not to lose sight 
of this important object. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great lespect and esteem. Sir, 

your most faithful Sei vant, 

Mornington. 


No. CXXXIV. 

'File Earl of Mormngtoii to the Court of Director s of the Honow able 

East India Company 

Hon. Sirs, Fort St George, 12th Feb 1799 

I have deemed it to be my duty to tiansmit to youi Ho- 
nourable Court, by the speediest conveyance, the advices 
which I have received from Bengal vtath respect to the mhu- 
man murder of Mr, Cheiry and of several British subjects, 
perpetrated by Vizier Alii and his adherents, m the city of 
Benares, on the 14th of January, 1799. 

Your Honourable Court is already apprized of the chcum- 
stances which induced Lord Teignmouth to establish Saadut 
Alii on the Musnud of Oude, and to depose Vizier Alii, who 
had been raised to that situation in the confusion which en- 
sued upon the death of Asoph ud Dowlah. You are also in 
possession of the evidence by which the spurious birth of 
Vizier Alh was incontrovertibly proved, and you have been 
informed that his Lordship had fixed the residence of Vizier 
Alli in the city of Benares , where he enjoyed an ample allow- 
ance from the Nabob Vizier, and was treated with the utmost 
degree of mdulgence and kmdness by Mi. Cherry, agent to 
the Governor General, and chief judge of the Provincial 
Court of Cucuit and Appeal foi that district. 

Within the short period of four months, during which 
Vizier Alh occupied the Musnud of Oude, he had betrayed 
symptoms of a ferocious, sanguinary, and treacherous dispo- 
sition, accompanied by an extiaordinary degree of boldness 
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and actantyj Ix)rd Tcfgnmoutb, from a knowledge of hii 
character, recorded an opimon, that it might be adThablo to 
tfllfp, (in opportunity of changing the place of Vixlcr AJlia 
reiidence to a ntaatioa more remote from the scene of hU 
elevation and toll, and more convenient to tlio immediate 
BupenntendencQ of the Governor General in Councih 

Since my amval m Indio, vanoiu event* have happened to 
convince me, that the removal of Vmier AUi to the vicmity of 
Calcutta was a meosoro essentmlly necessary to secure the 
tranqmlhty of the provmce of Oude. 

The numerous retinue entertained by Viaer ABi had more 
than once disturbed the peace of the city of Benares , and the 
ordinary military force statipned m the district could not be 
deemed sufficient to preclude aQ danger, either of commotion, 
or of the escape of Vizier AUi. Information had reached me, 
through diffisrent channels, which left no doubt on my mind, 
that Vuier Alii hod despatched a vakeel with presents to 
Zemaiin Shah, a circumstance which tuffieiently Indicated 
the duposidon of Vixier Alh to attempt any enterprua of 
vrhich success might be favoured by the approach of the 
Shah, and by the eonneq^ueDt dumnntioD of the British force 
m the mter;or parts of the province of Oude. 

When the Shah had actimlly advanced to Lahore, and the 
army under Sir J Craig bad been ordered to proceed to 
Anopsheer, the Nabob Villen Saadut Alh apphed m the 
most presamg manner, for the removal of Vizier Afli to some 
position leas favourable to the ezercue of hi* adventurous 
and danng spirit 

Under all these arcumstanccs it appeared to me to he my 
duty to effect an arrangement, which had been deemed ad 
visable, on general grounds, by the experience and prudence 
of Lord Teigmnouth and which the actual conjuncture of 
affair* had rendered highly expedient I, therefore, directed 
Mr Cherry (some tone previous to my departure from Fort 
■\Vilham) to signify to Vizier Alh my wish that he should re- 
side m the Ticnuty of Calcutta, and at the same tune to assure 
bun that no diminution of hu allowances or appomtment* 
would be attempted and that ho would neither be subject to 
any additional restraint nor denied any mdulgence at the 
Presidency which he had been suffered to eiyoy at Benare*. 

Being however aware of the difficulty of reconciling Vizior 
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Alli, by any accompanying measuies of lenity, to a cliange 
which must preclude his hopes of joining Zeinaim Shah, or 
of distmbing the Goveiiiment of the Nabob Vizier, I parti- 
cularly enjoined Mr Cherry to use the iiecessaiy precautions 
foi seeming the eftcctual execution of iiiy orders in any con- 
tingency \\hich might aiise 

The ai rival of the Shah at Lahoie, with the declared pur- 
pose of advancing to Delhi, and the defenceless state of the 
lutervemng possessions of the Seiks and of the Mahrattas in- 
duced me to assemble the mam body of the army of Bengal 
on the frontier of Oude, and to station a laige foice within a 
few’ miles of Benaics, foi the piotection of that opulent city. 

The piescijce of this force seemed to have placed the tian- 
quil accomplishment of the lemoval of Vizier Alli beyond all 
doubt, and I left Bengal without any appieliension of the 
possibility of the dreadful events which have ensued. 

When my ordeis were signified to Vizier Alh, he at fiist 
expiessed, accoiding to my expectation, consideiable leluc- 
tance to leave his actual situation, but in a shoit time he ap- 
peared to be entirely icconcilcd to the change of his lesidence, 
and to be peifectly satisfied with the assuiances which he 
had received of a continuance of the protection and indul- 
gence of the Honourable Company. The conduct of Mr 
Cheiiy towards Vizier AUi, on eveiy occasion, had been an 
umnteirupted course of eveiy office of kindness, delicacy, 
and concihation, calculated to excite sentiments of affection 
and giatitude in any mind capable of such impressions. 
Vizier Alh had umfoimly piofessed to entertain these senti- 
ments towards Mr. Cheiiy m then utmost force, but his pro- 
fessions proved to be the artifice of the deepest dissimulation, 
designed to mask the unalterable purpose of a secret and 
implacable hatred For it appears that the active exertion 
of Mr Cherry’s eminent talents in the negociation of the late 
treaty with Saadut Alh, and in facilitating the sudden depar- 
ture of that prmce from Benaies to Lucknow at the period of 
the deposition of Vizier Alh, had fixed m the mind of the 
latter a spirit of personal revenge which no kindness could 
mitigate, and which no difficulty or danger could controul 
The evidence m my possession leaves no doubt that this 
spirit would have bioken forth on the first favourable occa- 
sion, if Vizier Alh had been suffered to remain at Benaies , 
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but it docf not yet appear whctlicr the immediate caiue of 
the murder of Sir CLcrry wat any augmentation of Vixier 
ADT* mreterato reicntmcnt, exaaperated by the supposition 
that Mr Cherry had suggested my late orders, or whether 
the motive of 'S^er Alii was merely to seise that opportunity 
of accomplishing a purpose which he had long determined, 
and which might have become impracticable after the seat of 
hiB residence hod been changed. 

My concern for the fete of Mr Cherry is much aggravated 
by the reflecUon, that he might have avoided all danger, if 
the humanity of his disposition bad not been deceived by the 
artfol dissimulation of his assassin notwithstandrag that Mr 
Cherry had been repeatedly warned of his danger, the eba 
racter of mildness and submission which Vixier Alli bud as- 
sumed had unfortunately induced that gentleman to onut 
those necessary precautions which were recommended by 
every principle of prudence, and particularly enjoined by my 
positive orders, 

I am happy to be able to asstme yon, that no senoui mter- 
ruption of the tranquilbty, either of the province of Benares 
or of Oade, u lihely to be the immediate result of this out 
rage But it will reqnire much consideratiOD to dense such 
a system of measores as shall afford permoDent security to 
your possessions against the ultimate consequences of an 
event of such enl unpression and dangerous example. 

1 have the honour to be 
Honourable Sirs, with the greatest respect, 

your most obedient and faithihl Servant, 
MoHmHQTON 


No CXXXV 

tie Stri ^ AformiMg’tm te tluHcn^JeneiimM 
Slfii Fort 3t. George, ISth Febroary 1799 

My letter of the 5th mitant* will have furnished you with 
luffiaent authority to contmua every encouragement to 
Mehedy All on the Imuted scale of from two to three lacs of 
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rupees. I cannot express to you my satisfaction at the able 
manner m which you have executed my ideas with respect to 
the recal of Zemaun Shah. A comparison of dates, com- 
bined with the whole tenor of my intelligence from Lucknow 
and Anopsheei, leaves little doubt on my mmd that the Shah’s 
sudden retreat was occasioned by the news of his brother’s 
appearance at Balkh, and that the latter event was the fruit 
of your agent’s activity. I beg you will provide, or order Ma- 
hedy Ah to provide, all the khelaats and presents which he 
desues, and let them be presented m my name. You shall be 
furnished with the letters required in a few days. 

I am desirous of extending and improving oiu* relations 
with Persia to the utmost practicable degree, and I wish to 
receive your opimon with respect to such commercial or poh- 
tical objects as appear to you desirable and attainable under 
any treaty with the Court of Persia The great pohtical 
objects appear to me to be, the exclusion of the French, espe- 
cially if they should make any attempt to penetrate through 
Persia to Plindostan , and the establishment of such a conti- 
nual source of anxrety and apprehension to Zemaim Shah on 
the borders of his own dominions, as shall effectually preclude 
his future projects of advancing towards Hmdostan 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

your most faithful Servant, 

Mornington 


No. CXXXVl. 

From Tippoo Sultaun to the Rtght Hon the Governor General 

Received* 13th February, 1799 

I have been much gratified by the agreeable receipt of your 
Loidship’s two friendly letters, the first brought by a camel- 
man, the last by hircurrahs, and understood then contents. 
The letter of the Prince, m station like Jumsheid , with angels 
as his guards , with troops numerous as the stars , the suniUu- 
mmmg the world of the heaven of empire and dommion ; the 
luminary giving splendour to the universe of the firmament of 


* On the 7th of February, Dubuc, the agent of Tippoo Sultaun embarked at 
Tranquebar to proceed on his Embassy to France 
VOL I 2 F 
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glory and power, thoSolteunoftbe tenond tholiind; the King 
of Rome (he the Gmnd Signior), bo hb empire and his 
power perpetual 1 oddresaed tome, which reached you through 
the Bntuh Envoy, and which you tronimitted, has amveiL 
Bemg frequently duposed to nuLc excursions and hunt, I am 
occordingly proceeding upon a hunting excursion. You will 
be pleased to despatch Major Doveton (about whose coming 
your friendly pen has repeatedly written) slightly attended (or 
unattended). 

Always continue to gratify me by friendly letters, notifying 
your welfare. 

A tmo Tr^iulMkiD N D Eduomstoss 
Pcni&n Tnoilstor to Gort. 


No. CXXWJI 

Ftxm tit Gtrrmtr Gtn<rti it tit Sttrtt Ctmmjlfet ^ tie Ht»9vnlU 
Onrt »/ Dirtti0rt, 

Honourable Sirs, Fort St. George, ISih Febnary 1799 

In my last letter to your Honourable Committee, under 
date the ISth'^of January I informed you that I had ad 
dressed a letter to Tippoo Sultaun, on the 9th of January, 
and 1 enclosed a copy of that letter ns weD os the whole of 
my correspondence with tliat Pnnee. 

Soon after the 13th of January I received from hij Ma 
jestys Mimster at Constontmople a letter from the Grrand 
Signior, addressed to Tippoo Sultaun which I despatched to 
Senngapatam on the 16th oltnno together with a letter from 
myself, renewing with encreased earnestness my proposlboo 
for the admission of on ambassador with a new to the com- 
mencement of a pacific negotiation. 

To this hour I have received no answer fixim Tippoo Snl 
taon to either of those letters. 

It appeared to me that the object of the Soltann s mbmre 
could be no other thgn to delay the commencement of deci 
shre military operations until the season should be so far od 
vanced as to render the cege of his capital nnpracticahle dur 
rag the present year 

In the mean while, the advices from Bussorab Bagdad 
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Constantinople, and Bombay, were of so uncertain a nature, 
as] to leave me still in doubt of the French aimy in Egypt ; 
the only safe conclusion which could be drawn fiom these 
advices being, that the French still maintained the possession 
of that country. 

Reports had also reached me thiough various channels, 
stating, that a French squadion, undei M. Richany, destined 
to the Arabian Gulf, and supeiior in force to that of Commo- 
dore Blanket, had left Europe so early in the season that it 
might easily have pie-occupied the intended station of the 
Commodoie, and as no intelligence has been leceived directly 
from the Red Sea since the date of the advices by the 
Intrejnd, the state of our naval foi ce, oi of that of the enemy 
in that quarter, is not yet ascertained. 

In addition to these circumstances, I was apprized by the 
most unquestionable authority, that while Tippoo Sultaun 
had declined to answer my seveial letters, thiee vakeels, 
fiom Seringapatara, accompanied by M. Dubuc (one of the 
leaders of the French force laised m the Isle of France, under 
M. Malai tic’s proclamation) were upon the point of embark- 
ing at Tranquebar, with an avowed mission from the Sultaun 
to the Executive Diiectory of Fiance. 

In order, therefoie, to defeat the object of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
silence, and to avad myself of the actual superiority of our 
foice, and of the advantages of the present season, before the 
French can effect any junction -with him, I determined to 
commence hostdities without delay , and I am resolved to sus- 
pend all negotiation with the Sultaun until the united force 
of the arms of the Company, and of their alhes, shall have 
made such an impression on his territories as may give full 
effect to the just representations of the alhed poweis 

With these views, on the 3rd mstant, I dnected Lieute- 
nant General Hams to enter the territory of Mysore with the 
army assembled under his command, and to proceed to the 
siege of Sermgapatam with as little delay as possible. 

With respect to the division of the Company’s army on the 
Malabar coast, its operations, and consequently those of the 
tioops of the Rajahs of Cooig and Travancore (who will be 
caiefully prevented fiom making any premature movements),, 
will be regulated by the orders which Lieutenant General 
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Harm ehnll transmit for that purpose to Lieutenant General 
Stuart, or to the officer commanding in Molahar 

I bare instructed the Ilciidcnt at Poonah to express to the 
Peiflhwa, and to his Minister, Nona PurmiTcae, my hope 
that the Mahratta Empire will instantly pursue the nccciiary 
measures for the rigorous prosecution of hostihties against the 
common enemy, and the assurances which I hare already re- 
ceived from that Court, lead me to expect that the northwestern 
territory of the enemj wiH soon be invaded by a considerable 
Mahratta force under Purscram Bhow 

My latest mtelUgence from the Resident at Poonah indoccd 
me to boheve that be must bare applied before tbis tune to 
the Goremment of Bombay for the assistance of a detach 
ment of the Company s troops (which I know that Govern- 
ment to be prepared to furnish) for^ the purpose of acting with 
the Peishwas contmgent. In that event the Qorernor of 
Bombay will instruct tho officer in the command of the de- 
tachment lerrmg with the Mahrattos to maintain os constant 
and regular a coTrespandence with Lieutenant General 
Homs and with Lieutenant General Stuart, as possible, and 
to exert all hii mduence with tho commander of Peishwa s 
contmgent to engage him to regulate the progress and opera 
tions of the Mahratta forces by the adnee and direcbons of 
Lieutenant General Hams, or by those of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Stuart. 

I have authorised the CommisaioDers in Malabar to receive 
and encourage from any of the chiefs or pubhc officers of 
Tippoo Sultaun on the coast of Malabar, any advances which 
shall appear to them to promise assistance to the Company m 
the prosecution of the war against that Fnnce. 

I am not at present m possession of information which 
enables me to judge with soffimeot certamly of the general 
disposition and temper of the inhabitants of Tippoo s re- 
maining dominions on the coast of Malabar If however, they 
should manifest an mclmation to revolt against his outhonty 
and the Commissioners should think it expedient to encou 
rage them I have left it to the discretion of the Commissioners 
to offer such support and protection to those disposed to 
abandon the cause of the Sultoon, as the state of the British 
force on the Malabar coast may admit. I have also autho- 
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yized tlie Commissioneis to give to all tiibutaiies, andotheis 
renouncing theii obedience to Tippoo, and acting cordially m 
our favoui, the most positive assuiances^ m the name of the. 
Company^ that I wiH use my utmost effoits to compel that 
Prince to rehnquish all claims upon theii allegiance, and to 
assent to then becoming the dependants and subjects of the 
Honouiable Company on such terms as shall hereafter be ai- 
ranged undei my oi ders. . - 

My mstiuctions to Lieutenant Geneial Hairis respectmg 
the mannei m which he is to receive such oveituies as may be 
made to him by any of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s dominions, 
desirous of throwing off the authoiity of that Prince, wdl be 
flamed upon similar principles with my diiections on the 
same subject to the Commissioners in Malabar. 

His Excellency, Admiral Ramier, is fully acquainted with 
the actual state of affairs , and I have infoimed hun that I 
rely with confidence on his Excellency’s zeal foi the public 
seivice (of which I have already received the most unequivocal 
proofs), foi his coidial coopeiation with the Commissioneis in 
Malabar, and with Lieutenant Geneial Stuait, in the vigorous 
prosecution of the war on the coast of Malabai , and I am 
peisuaded his Excellency will take the most effectual mea- 
suies for enabhng the fleet under his command to keep its 
piesent station, on the coast of Malabar to as late a peiiodof 
the season as possible. 

The whole tenor of my mtelhgence from Mysoie induces 
me to believe, that there is a general aveision in Tippoo’s coun- 
cils and aimies to his mtimate connection with the Fiench , 
and I have ah eady received mtimations from vaiious paits of 
his dominions, and from some of his piincipal niinisteis and 
office! s, which piomise consideiable advantage m the piose- 
cution of hostilities against him 

The mam body of the aimy of the Carnatic, under General 
Hams, maiched from Velloie on the 11th instant, I tiust 
that the Ban amahal, and the Southern Piovmces, will be suf- 
ficiently piotected by the foice assembled under Colonels 
Reade and Brown 

The Nizam’s contingent, accompanied by the whole of the 
Company’s subsidiaiy tioops aiiived within a few miles of the 
mam body of Geneial Hanis’s foice pieviously to then depai- 
tiue from Velloie. 
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I txBTe the taturocboa to inform your Ilonourable Coni' 
mittee that Zemaun Shah commenced hu retreat on the 4 th of 
Janoory, by a copy of a letter from Zemaun Shah a Vlaier to 
Shah Ahum it oppean that Zemaun Shah has hnally rohn 
quiihcd hu project of myading Hmdostan m tho presentyeor, 
but has engag^ to return in tho next season. The imme« 
diate conso of Zemaun Shahs precipitate retreat u stated m 
ah the papers of intelligence to bo (ho sudden appearance of 
hu brother at the bead of a mUitary force m the neighbour 
hood of Herdt 

Tho documenti which I have directed the Goremor of 
Bombay to forward by this despatch, wfll shew your Honour- 
able Committee that my attention was directed at an early pe- 
riod to the establishment of such an intercourse with the 
Court of Persia os ahopld withdraw the Shah from tho prose- 
cution of hu ambitious Tiews of aggression, to tho defence of 
hu own domnuons 

I hatter myself that you will approve the success of those 
exertions which (with the aid of Mr Duncan s ability and 
seal for the pubhe semco) I bare already been enabled to 
make m Persia, with a view to thu desirable object it would 
eortaudy be a wuo pobey to apply annually a modemte sum 
of money to the same object, for the purpose of precluding 
those annual alarms of invasion which have occasioned so 
large an mcrease of your nuhtary charges m Bengal, "iou 
may rely on my porticalar attention to the miprovement of 
the intercourse now likely to be established with the Court of 
Persia, from which I trust to derive many advantages, m ad- 
dition to those to which I have adverted m thu despatch. 

The declared views of the French government, the position 
of the French army m Egypt, the possible cooperation of a 
French squadron m these seas, added to the recent proceedmga 
of Tippoo Sultaun, render it mdupensable to the security of 
the Bntuh empire m India that the power of that restless 
and vindictive Pnnee ihoold be apeeddy reduced The delay 
even of a few weeks at thu season might enable him, m the 
next, to attempt the exeentzon of hu avowed projects of ven- 
geance with a formidable accession of strengtL 

I have the honour to be &c. 

MoRimiGTON 

PS As I was closing thu despatch I received the en- 



1799. 


THE RESIDENT AT POONAH. 


439 


closed letter. No. 3,* fiom Tippoo Sultaun His design is, 
evidently, to gam time, until a change of cucumstances and 
of season shall enable him to avail himself of the assistance of 
France. I shall endeavour to fiustrate this design , and 
although I shall not decline even this tardy and insidious 
acceptance of my repeated propositions for openmg a nego- 
tiation, I shall accompany the negotiation by the movement 
of the aimy, foi the purpose of enfoicing such terms of peace 
as shall give effectual ^ security to the Company’s possessions 
against any hostile consequences of the Sulfaun’s alliance 
with the Fiench. I have just now received intelhgence that 
M. Duhuc, with three vakeels from the Sultaun, has actually 
sailed flora Tranquebar, upon an embassy to France, with 
consideiable presents from Tippoo to the Executive Directory. 

I had despatched the Osteiley with a paity of the 28th dia- 
goons, for the puipose of intercepting the vessel m which 
the embassy had embarked , but, unfoi tunately, the captain 
of the Osteileij YiOi able to accomplish that desiiable 
object 


No cxxxvm. 

The Eai I of Monungton to the Resident at Poonah 
Sir, Fort St George, 19th Feb 1799 

Your lettei, No 86, requires the suggestion of some points 
necessary for your direction 

My mtention, in my lettei of the 11th January,f was not 
that the Peishwa should be solicited, as a matter of favour, 
to receive the Bombay detachment in the manner suggested 
by Gopal Rao. 

On the contrary, my expectation was, that under all the 
circumstances of the case, the Bombay detachment would be 
received by the Peishwa as a testimony of my disposition to 
accord with his Highness’s wishes 

I, therefoie, desiie that you will not attempt to use any 
persuasion to induce the Peishwa to receive the detachment 
from Bombay, my experience of the policy of the Couit of 
Poonah has alieady been sufficient to convince me of its dis- 


* Sec p 1J3 t See p -lOO 



440 THE KARL OF MORNINOTON, TO Fcb 

poiltion to view with siijipicion the moit amicablo complmncc 
with lU own repeated and eameit rcqucit* You will learo 
it entirely to tho diicrction of tlio Peialiwa to accept or reject 
the offer of tho detaclimont, declaring that hu ILghncasi 
decision u o matter of perfect indifference to me. 

You. will onderstand that I aui dctcnnincd never to consent 
to any augmentation of tho subsidiary force now offered to 
the Peishwa, nor to the continuance of this force in his ser 
vice after the conclusion of peace with Tippoo, on any other 
conditions than those proposed m my letter of tho 8th of 
July * 

You win peremptorily must on tho dismission of Trppoos 
vateels. Under the present circumstances, their detention 
at Poonah is httle short of on insult to tho British govern- 
ment. From the several facts which you have stated I con- 
fess that J cannot draw conclusions ihvorable to the cordial 
cooperation of tho Peishwa m the present contest with the 
Snltann 

The whole cendnet of tlie Peishwa has betrayed a syite- 
mabo jealousy suipiaon, and even inshicenty m return for 
the most liberal sod imquohffed olBce* of friendship and good 
wflL Tho time I tnut; is not far remote when the Court of 
Poonah may lament the despicable pohey which has governed 
its councils m its late conununi cations with the British 
goremment. 

In the mean while your activity must be exerted to coun- 
teract the pnde imbecdity and fiilsehcxjd ofBaagyRao, My 
object IS to be charged with the sole conduct of the mterests 
of the allies, m any negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun. My 
proposition respecting the Mahratta roheel to be sent to Fort 
St. George was mtended merely to preclude any emotion of 
the lively jealonsy of the Court of Poonah. But, as the 
Peishwa has not yet made any effort m the common cause 
nor IS hkely to make any before every question with Tippoo 
shall be brought to an issue, his Hi ghnitju might safely trust 
to me for the management of mterests which he has aban- 
doned, and which must oltmiately be secured by my exertions. 
You will therefore rather discourage, than endeavour to 
accelerate the appomtment of a vakeel from the Peishwa, for 


Ssep ua 
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the purposes proposed. By reference to Hyderabad, you 
will find, that the Nizam has thrown the conduct of his 
interests with Tippoo entirely mto my hands , and I know no 
reason, either of justice, pohcy, or real digmty, which should 
restrain the Peishwa liom an equal degree of confidence in 
my fiiendship and good faith. 

I apprize you that I wdl not accept the Peishwa’s media- 
tion between me and Tippoo Sultaun , nor can I conceive 
how the Peishwa can undertake the office of mediator in such 
a cause, without the most flagrant inconsistency As a mem- 
ber of the tuple alhance, he has aheady declared himself to 
he a party aggrieved by the Sidtaun, and in that view the 
Sultaun might naturally suspect the sinceiity of his mediation : 
but if he has really brought himself to that temper of impar- 
tiahty which is the mdispensable characteristic of a mediatoi, 
he has violated his faith towards the alhes, and they cannot 
accept a mediation founded on a violation of their lecipiocal 
engagements. 

Even if this reasoning could be controverted, after having 
rejected, m the most ofiTensive manner, my proffered media- 
tion between him and another branch of the triple alhance, 
the Peishiva cannot reasonably expect that either the Nizam 
or I should admit him to mediate between us and the common 
enemy. 

It may not be useless to suggest to Scmdiah, that although 
Zemaun Shah’s retieat has leheved me fiom all apprehension 
of any inteiruption of the tianqmllity of the province of 
Oude, I think it advisable, under the present cucurastances, 
to marntain a laige force on the frontier of the Vrzier’s 
domrnion. 

It wdl not be proper to use any intimidation to Scmdiah, 
but I appiize you, that if he should enter into any connection 
with Tippoo, of a natuie dangerous to the Biitish inteiests, 
the secuiity of his dommions m Hmdostan will be exposed 
to hazard. 

I am, See. 

Mornington. 
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TSt £*tI ^ /0 kit EjcHUncy UnUnMut Gentr*! Utrru, 

SlE, Fort St. Oeorye, Feb 22nd, 17I>9 

I hare reuon to bebere that many of the tnbatanea, prin- 
cipal oiBccrt, and other aabjccts of Tippoo Sultaun ore 
inclined to throw off tho authority of that Pnncc, and to 
place thenuclre* under the protection of the Company and 
of our albeo. The war in which we are again involved by 
the treachery and nolence of the Sultaun, renden it both 
juat and expedient that we should aroil ouraelret as much 
as possible, of the discontents and disadecdon of hu people. 
It 15, therefore, advisable, to arrange a plan for the regular 
conduct of ad negotiationt connected with this object 

Being apprehensive that your more uoportint avocations 
will not admit of your tal^JU^ any part m the details of this 
business, 1 hereby direct you to constitate a commission for 
thiK purpose to consist of the Hononrable Colonel Wellesley, 
XdeutenLit-CoIonel Close Lieutenant Colonel Agnew and 
Captam Malcolm, assistant to the Hesident at Hyderabad 
W 1 & Captam Macaulay to act as secretary to the comnusiion. 

The conumssioners ore to act constantly m communication 
with you and to obey whatever directions yon ihsJl fb»nk 
proper to signify to them. 

They ore to report their proceedings to me as frequently 
and as regularly as circinnstances shall permit 

They win correspond with the commissioners m Malabar 
on such points as shall be connected in any respect with the 
objects of this comnussioa and for this purpose you will be 
pleased to furnish them with a copy of the Company s cypher 
No 11 

Their duty is to consist generally m receiving and con- 
sidering all such Overtures the subjects of Tippoo Sul 
taun (of whatever class) as may either he referred by you to 
the comuuasionert, or may be addressed to them through 
other gfiHnnpla. 

In case* which may not a dmi t of reference to me, they will 
decide, under your authority on tho degree and nature of the i 
encouragunent proper to be given to such persons aa may [ 
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propobc to place thenibelves under the piotcction of tlie Coiii- 
p.ui}. The following c\tiacts> Irom my instructions to the 
commissioners in iSlalabai (which ^oii will he pleased to com- 
municate to llic olHcers named in tlie present commission), 
will cKplain the genei.il principles by whicli tlieir conduct is 
to he icgulated. 

I now authon/e you to a\ail joiuschcs, witliout reserve, 
of tlie overtures made some time since to Mr. Utliolf and to 
Captain ^lalioii), by Shehab-ud-Uein Klian, to wliatevei c\- 
tent )ou may judge piacticable .nul useful. You will also 
receive and encourage liom any other of the chiefs, or public 
ollicers of Tippoo Siiltauii, on the coast of M.il.ibai, .iny ad- 
vances which sh.ill appeal to }oii to promise assistance to the 
Compaii}, m the pioseciition of the w'ar against that Prince. 

“ I am not at present in possession of any infoimation 
which enables me to judge with sullicient certainty of the 
general disposition and tempei of the inh.ilnt.ints ofTippoo’s 
lemaiinng dominions on the coast of jM.ilubar. If, howevei, 
they should manifest an inclination to levolt against his au- 
thority, and you should think it expedient to encouiage them, 
I leave it to }our disci etion to ollei them such support and 
protection as the state of the British foice on youi coast may 
enable you to afford. I also authorue you to give to all 
tributaries, or others, i enouncing their allegiance to Tippoo, 
and acting heartily in our favour, the most positive assurances, 
in the name of the Company, that I will use my utmost eftbits 
to compel that Piince to relinquish all claims upon their alle- 
giance, and to agree to then becoming the dependents and 
subjects of the Ilonoiable Company, on such terms as shall 
hereafter be ananged under my ordeis,” 

The enclosure No 1 contains an account of the oveituies 
from Shehab-ud-Dien Khan, referied to in the foiegoing 
extiact ^ 

It will be obvious, however, that the instructions apply 

* This documcat not only states tlie overtures made for a junction 
with the Enghsh, by some of Tippoo’s chiefs, but declares also the fact, 
that “ Tippoo had formed a close alliunce with the French, to the extent 
of declaring that the enemies of the one were to be considered as the 
enemies of the other , and that he (Tippoo) had engaged to grant them 
(the Frencli) the fort of Honowir (Ouore) to facilitate their communica- 
tion with his dominions.” 
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more particolarly to tnbutanci, or xemuidara, powcaiing or 
claiming »uch diatncta on the border* of the Company s ter- 
ritory OB may be annexed to it, m the favourable event of a 
further reduction of the Sultaun « power, and of a partition of 
hia present domunons. 

liio commission will communicate with Sleer j\llum, with 
respect to all such proposals as may appear likely to concern 
the mtcTcsts of the Nixam. Any overture* which may be 
made by tnbutane* or other tubjccU of the Sultaun, adjacent 
to the present frontier of hia Highness, wiU bo considered 
with JSIeer AQum s oasistanco tbo necessary encouragement 
and assurances to fuch persona being more properly to be 
adjusted by the power* to whom their allegiance may even- 
tual be transferred 

The game pnnciplo must be apphed to any offers which 
may proceed from districts bordering on the present Mah 
ratta donunioo*. Should a Mahratta force hereafter jom 
)our army the comnuMioncrs will (In the case* to which I 
DOW refer) consult with tbo commander of that force as well 
os with the commandmg oiBcer of any Bnbih detachment 
from Bombay which may be acting with the Mahrattas 

Bnt, although in the two last cases outhontatiTe assoroncei 
and encourogement would most properly proceed from our 
alhes respectively, it is not improbable that, on soma occa 
sions the guarantee of the Company may be required to such 
engagements, and even be made an indispensable prehminary 
condition by the partieB proposing to abandon the cause of 
Tippoo. 

It \% desurabie to avoid tdl such eugagemeut* of the nature 
of a guarantee, the commissioners, therefore wiH be careful 
not to guarantee any engagements which the allies may be 
mclined to form with persons renounong their allegiance to 
Tippoo Sultaun, excepting m cases where the proposed ad 
vantage s h all bo important to the common cause, and endontly 
unattamable without a formal guarantee. In general, there- 
fore, such confracts must be avoided but if a case of peculiar 
exigency should arise without a possibility of a previous 
reference to me the commissioners v^l regulate their conduct 
as nearly as possible on the pnnciple* which I have already 
established for cases more immediately affecting the particular 
mtereits of the Company 
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The film founclatioii oii which our connexion with tlie 
Court of Ilydeiabad is now happily placed, disposes me to 
guarantee, with less hesitation, any engagements which the 
Nizam, or Meer zUlum, on his Highness’s behalf, might he 
willmg to foim with the tiibutaiies of the enemy on the side 
of his Highness’s frontier than piudence would lequiie in any 
similai tiansaction under the Maliratta power. 

With respect to overtuies pioceeding fiom the more cen- 
tral parts of the enemy’s country, and, theiefoie, fiom peisons 
iihose possessions aie not likely, in any event, to be trans- 
feired to any of the allies, it is evident that such oiertures 
cannot be leceived oi encouiaged in the same manner as 
those which have been aheady considered. To oflers of this 
desciiption, the commission must return merely such assur- 
ances of aid and suppoit (whether mditary or pecuniary), as 
it may be immediately practicable to afford, avoiding, caie- 
fiilly, any engagements winch might ultimately embarrass a 
negotiation for peace. With regard to pecumaiy aids, I 
authorize you to give your sanction to such advances of 
money as the commissioners may deem essentially necessary 
to promote the objects of these instructions , apprizing you, 
however, that these advances of money must be confined 
within the lunits of moderation, and with due attention to 
economy. 

With these mstiuctions you will receive copies, in Persian 
and English, of a declaration which I propose to publish for 
the purpose of justifymg to the powers of Hindostan the 
measures which the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun has compelled 
the Company and their alhes to adopt. You will commum- 
cate tliis document to the commissioners, who die to prepare 
and publish, in your' name, such proclamations as shall appear 
to them to be best adapted to the state of the different parts 
of the enemy’s country through whrch you may pass, or with 
which you may open any mteicouise, confoimmg the general 
tenor of all such proclamations' to the pimciples and spirit of 
the declaration 

You have already been furmshed with copies in Persian 
and Enghsh, of my correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun, as 
well as with translations m Persian, of the Giand Signior’s 
manifesto, and of his Highness’s letter to the Sultan ; you will 
communicate these papers to the commissioners. Those pas- 
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ssge* of the corrcapondcnce, and of the doemnenta reccired 
from Conatantmoplo, which cxpo*o the character of the French 
repubhe, and tho outragea committed by tho French agamat 
the acknowledged head of the Jiahommedan church, ma), in 
particular, bo employed to produce on uaeful imprcanou on 
aH the Aluanilman inhabitanta of Mysore. Tho commuiionen 
win make any further uae of thcao doemnenta which may 
appear adviaable. 

I alao enclose (No 2) copies, in Fenian and Engliah, of 
an agreement which has been lately concluded, under my 
direction, with certam cluefa of the Gbyre Mehdy sect of 
Moaiuhnons. For an account of tho baniahment of these 
aectanea from frio dommiona of Tippoo Sultaun, I refer you 
to the accompanying extract of a letter from the Resident at 
Hyderabad, under data the 4th of January last, making the 
incloiore No. d. Among these exiles ore many persons who 
formerly held sitaationi of great trust under the gOTenunent 
of the late Hyder Ah Khan, as well os under that of Tippoo 
Sultaun and it u obTious that all theso persons must be 
m innately acquainted with the country of the enemy It will 
be the baeiiUM of the communonen, under your orders to 
consider how the knowledge and probable connexions of these 
people, may be best applied to the promotion of the objects 
of their comnussiom It appears that the Sndars whom, 
together with 400 Sdlahdar horse, I hare agreed to entertain 
for the present (pnncipalJy with a view to the advantages 
which may be derived from their local knowledge and con- 
nexions) possess the means, as well as the in clinat ion of 
levymg for our semca a considerable bo(^ of cavalry, con- 
sisting of their exiled associates now dispersed throngbout 
the dominions of the Peishwa and of the Nisam. To em- 
ploy their whole force in the field would be extremely bur 
thensome and I trust we shall never bo under tho necessity 
of resortmg to such assistance beyond the extent of the 
arrangement already concluded with Jaffier Khan and Syed 
Yacoob * 

The commission will be confidentially informed by Captsin 
Malcolm of the progress which may have been Tnada m a 
certain secret negotiation which has been opened by Meer 
Allurn, m communication with Captain Malcolm smee the 
conduct of Tippoo Sultaun compell^ me to adopt the reso- 
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lution of attacking his ten itories It is impossible for me, m 
the piesent stage of this negotiation, to give the commission 
any precise insti actions for the regulation of their proceed- 
ings with relation to this very pecuhai and important case, 
and, theiefore, I must leave the management of it to their dis- 
ci etion, aided by that of Meei Allum. If, however, they 
should be able to transmit to me any repoit on this dehcate 
point before the communication between the aimy and this 
Piesidency shall become precarious or difficult, it is my de- 
siie that they should wiite to me in cypher, a caution which 
they must always observe in then correspondence with me, 
from any position which may render their despatches liable 
to be intercepted. 

The enclosuie No 4, consists of a memorandum of a most 
secret and dehcate nature, relating to the family which go- 
verned Mysore previously to the usurpation of Hyder Alh 
Khan 

It is obvious that no advantageous negotiation can be 
opened with any of the surviving blanches of this family 
under any other circumstances than a deteimmation, accom- 
panied by undoubted power, to effect the total removal of the 
ruling dynasty Such a deteimmation in the present stage 
of our contest with Tippoo Sultaun would be premature, and 
incompatible with the principles on which my instructions to 
you of the 3rd mstant were founded. My orders for the 
march of the army being grounded on the necessity of pro- 
viding foi our own indispensable secmity and reasonable in- 
demnity, and being strictly hmited to those justifiable objects 
There is, besides, no reason to suppose that any of the per- 
sons mentioned in the accompanying memoir could be ren- 
dered useful (m any mateiial degiee) in the prosecution of 
the war. 

The commissioners must, therefore, confine their proceed- 
ings on this subject to enqunies into the state of parties in 
Mysore, with a view to the practicability of restoring that 
family with or without the consent pf the principal Mussulman 
chiefs at piesent m authority in the country. The commis- 
sion wdl readily perceive that these enquiries must be con- 
ducted with the utmost caution and prudence , for if then 
object were to transpire, the discovery might check, if not 
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provont, many advance* which would othcrwiae bo mode from 
perfloo* attached to the Huuulman Govormneot. 

The penonal lofoty of tho iurviving adherenta of the an 
aent family of tho R^aha of filyaorc, and oven of the Ranee 
herself, also requires peculiar discretion and secrecy in tho 
conduct of this port of the busmoss of tho commission. The 
most dreadful scene of vongoonco and slaughter would bo tho 
probable consequence ofT’ippoos receiving the sbghtcst mb 
mabon of tho contents of tho accompanying memon:, which, 
therefore after being attentively perused by the commission 
ers, must bo destroyed 

You will direct Captam Moclcod, of the intelligence de- 
partment, to communicate, fitim tune to tune, to the com- 
mission whatever mteihgenco ho may receive of a nature 
connected with tho objects of the commisiion, with which I 
authorise you to moko him fully acquamted 

I &C. 

MoftKrVOTOK 


No CXL. 

^ tit tka GttcrtJ xm Caanctl Jkr 

ali tkt/krc*t and DntaM naihniM tJt* Eatl lM£a 

Haaetmbl^ tU S**t laSa CampaMf and tis aUita ^tke ttU Cam- 
pa^ there hi» tha Alsu* a»d the Peidut*. 

Fort 8L Gtorye, 2Sd Feb 1799 

A solemn treaty of peace and friendship was concluded at 
Senngapatam, between the Honourable Company and the 
Nabob Asoph Jah and the Peishwa on the* one part, and the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultann on the other part and from that day 
all commobon and hostihty ceased Smcc that day the three 
alhed states hare invariably manifested a sscred regard for 
the obhgabons contracted under that treaty with the Nabob 
Tippoo Snltaun. Of this uniform disposition abundant proofii 
have Heen afforded by each of the aDifis. Whatever differ- 
ences have amen with regard to the limits of the territory of 
Mysore, have been amicably adjusted without difflcnlty, and 
with the most exact attenbon to the principles of equity and 
to the sbpnlabons of treaty Such him been the sohcitude of 
the alhes for tho preservabon of tranquflUty that they have 
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\iewed with forbeai\ince, Ibi some yeais past, vaiious embas- 
sies and militaiy pieparations on the pait of Tippoo Sultaun, 
of a tendency so evidently hostile to the interests of the allies, 
as would have justified them, not only in the most seiious le- 
monstrances, but even in an appeal to arms. On the pait of 
the British Gov eminent every endeavour has been employed 
to conciliate the confidence of the Sultaun, and to mitigate 
his vindictive spn it, by the most unequivocal acknowledgment 
and confinnation of his just rights, and by the lemoval of 
every cause of jealousy which might tend to inteirupt the 
continuance of peace These pacific sentiments have been 
most paiticulaily manifested in the Governor General’s recent 
decision on Tippoo Sultaun’s claim to the distiict of Wynaad, 
and in the negotiation opened by his Loidship with legaid 
to the distiicts of Amerah and Souleah. In every instance 
the conduct of the Biitish Government in India towards 
Tippoo Sultaun, has been the natural lesult of those princi- 
ples of model ation, justice, and good faith, which the legis- 
latuie of Gieat Britain and the Honourable the East India 
Company have firmly established as the unalterable lule of 
then intercom se with the native princes and states of India. 

The exemplaiy good faith and the pacific disposition of 
the allies, since the conclusion of the tieaty of Seiingapatam, 
has nevei been disputed even by Tippoo Sultaun. Far fiom 
having attempted to alledge even the pietext of a complaint 
agamst their conduct, he has constantly acknowledged their 
justice, sinceiity, and good faith, and has pi ofessed, m the 
most cordial terms, his desue to mamtain and strengthen the 
foundations of harmony and concoid with them. 

In the midst of these amicable professions on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and at the moment when the British Govern- 
ment had issued oiders for the confirmation of his claim to 
Wynaad, it was with astomshment and indignation that the 
allies discovered the engagements which he had contracted 
with the Fiench nation, in direct violation of the treaty of 
Sermgapatam, as well as of his own most solemn and recent 
protestations of fiiendship cowards the alhes. 

Under the mask of these specious professions, and of a 
pretended veneration for the obligations of tieaty, Tippoo 
Sultaun despatched ambassadois to the Isle of France, who, 
in a period of profound peace in India, pioposed and con- 

YOL. I. 2 Q 



450 JJECLARATIOK OP TUB Feb*' 

eluded, m bli name on offenaivc alliance with the French, 
for the avowed purpoao of commencing a war of aggrcaaion 
agamst tho Company, and conecquently against the Peishwn 
and the Nuam, tho olhcs of tho Company 

The ambassadora, tho name of Tippoo Sultoun de 
nuinded military succours from tho French, and actually levied 
a military force m tho Isle of France, vrlth tho dcclar^ view 
of proaecutmg tho Intended, war 

When tho ambassadors returned, In a French ship of war, 
from the Isle of Franco, Tippoo Sultaun suflered the mihtary 
force, whicli they had levied for tho avowed «puirposo of 
making war upon the allies, to land in bis country , and finally, 
ho admitted it mto his army by these personal acts ratifying 
and confirming the proceedings of his ambosiadors. 

This mflitary force, however was not sulBaently powerful 
to enable bon immediately to attempt his declared purpose of 
attacking the Company s possessions, but in the meanwhile 
bo advanced bis hos^e preparations conformably to hia ea^ 
gagementa with the French t and he was ready to move lus 
anay into tho Company s temtones whenever bo might obtain 
from France the ofrectual succours which be had assiduously 
solicited from that nation. 

But the prondence of God* and the victonous arms of the 
British nation frustrated bis vain hopes, and checked the 
presumptuous career of the French m Egypt at the moment 
when he anxiously expected their amval on, the coast of 
Malabar , , , 

The British Government, the NUam, and tho PeishwQ*. 
bad not omitted the necessary precaubon of aisemhlmg their 
forces for the joml protection of frieir respective dominions. 
The strict prmcipleSjof self-dcfeiic6,Tfould have justified the 
allies at that penod of tuqe m znakmg an nnmediate attack 
upon the temtones of Tippoo Sultaun but even the happy 
mtelhgence of the jlqnoui success of the British fleet at the 
mouth of the Nile did, not abate the anxious desire of the 
allies to mamtain the relation^ o^anuty and peace with Tippoo 
Sultaun. They attempted, by a mqdemte representation to 
recall hipi to a sense of his obligations, and of the genume 
ppnciples of prudence and policy and they employed every 
effort to ^pen 'the channels of n^otraUon, and to fiicilitsto 
the means of amicable apconxxnodaUon ,With these salutary 
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views, the Governor General, on the Sth November, 1798, in 
the name of the allies, proposed to despatch an ambassador 
to Tippoo Sultami, for the purpose of renewing the bonds of 
fiiendship, and of concluding such an arrangement as might 
afford effectual security against any future interruption of the 
pubhc tranquillity; and his Lordship repeated the same pro- 
posal on the 10th December, 1798 , Tippoo Sultaun declined, 
by various evasions and subterfuges, this friendly and mode- 
rate advance on the part of the allies, and he manifested an 
evident disposition' to reject the means of pacific accommo- 
dation, by suddenly breaking up, in the month of December, 
the conferences which had commenced with respect to the 
districts of Amerah and Souleah, and by interruptmg the 
intercourse between his subjects and those of the Company 
on their respective frontiers. On the 9th January, 1799, the 
Governor General bemg arrived at Fort St. George (notwith- 
standing these discouragmg chcumstances in the conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun) renewed with increased earnestness, the 
expression of his Lordship’s anxious desire to despatch an 
ambassador to the Sultaun. 

The Governor General expressly sohcited the Sultaun to 
return an answer within one day to this letter ; and as it in- 
volved no proposition either injurious to the rights, dignity, or 
honour of the Sultaun, or m any degree novel or complicated 
either in form or substance, it could not reqmre a longer con- 
sideration. The Governor General waited with the utmost 
solicitude for an answer to the reasonable and distinct pro- 
position contained in his letter of the 9th January, 1799, 
Tippoo Sultaun, however, who must have received this letter 
before the 15th of January, lemained sdent, although the 
Governor General had plainly apprized that prmce, that dan- 
gerous consequences’ would result from delay. In the mean- 
while the season for military operations had already advanced 
to so late a period, as to lender a speedy decision indispensa- 
ble to the security of the ^es. Under these circumstances, 
on tl\e 3rd of February (eight days havmg elapsed from the 
period when an answer might have been received from Seiin- 
gap'atam to the Governor General’s letter of the 9th January) 
his Lordship declared' to the allies, that the necessary mea- 
sures must now be adopted, without delay, for securing such 
advantages as should place the common safety of the allies 
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beyond the reach of t])e mimccnty of Tippoo Sultaun and 
of the violence of the trench With thU view tho Governor 
General, on the 3rd of February, istucd order* to Ujo lintub 
armie* to march, and iignifiod to the commander of in* 3Ia 
jeaty* squadron, that the obitinoto silence of the Sultaun 
must be contidered aa a rejection of the proposed amicable 
negobatiom 

At length on the 13th of February a letter from Tippoo 
Sultaun reached tho Governor General, ui which tho Sultaun 
ognifiei to hi* Lordship, ‘ that being frequently disposed to 
make excursions and bunt, he was accordingly proceeding 
upon a hunting excursion " adding ‘ that the Governor Ge- 
neral would he pleased to despatch Major Doveton to him, 
unattended or slightly attendetL" 

Tho allies will not dwell on the peculiar phrases of this 
letter bat it mnit be evident to all the states of Indio, that 
tbo answer of the Sultaun bos been deferred to this late pe- 
riod of the season, with no other view than to preclude the 
alhes, by lostdious delays, from the benefit of those advan- 
tages which tbclr combined mUitary opembons would enable 
them to secure. On those advantages alone (under the re- 
cent expenence of Tippoo Sultaun ■ violabon of the treaty 
of Seringapatom, and under the peculiar circumstances of 
that pnnces oSensive alliance with the French) can the allies 
now venture toi rely for the futliful execubon of any treaty 
of peace concluded with Tippoo Sultaun 

The allies cannot sufier Tippoo Sultaun to profit by hu 
own studied and systematic delay, nor to impede such a dis- 
position of their mILtary and naval force as shall appear best 
oalcnlated to give effect to their joat views. 

Bound by the sacred obhgabons of public faith, professing'^ 
the moat amicable dispoaibon and imdisturbed m the p 9 tses- 
non of those domnuons secured to him by treaty 'Ilppoo 
Sultaun wantonly violated the relobous of amity and peace 
lynd compelled the alhes to arm m defence of their rights 
them happmes* and their honour f ■ 5 ^ 

For a penod of three months he obstmately rejected every 
pacific overture, m tho houriy expectation of receiving that 
succour which he has eagerly solicited for the prosecubon of 
hi* favourite purposes of ambition and revenge. -Disappomt 
ed m hi* hope* of immediate vengeance and conquest, he now 
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lesoits to subteiftige and piocrastination ; and, by a tardy, 
leluctant, and insidious acquiescence in a pioposition ■which 
he had so long and repeatedly declined, he endeavours to 
fiustrate the piecautions of the allies, and to piotract eveiy 
effectual operation, until some change of ciicumstances and 
of season shall levive his expectations of disturbing the 
tianquilhty of India, by favouiing the iiiuption of a Fiench 
a liny. 

The alhes are equally piepared to lepel lus violence, and 
to counteract his ai tilices and delays. 

The alhes are, theiefoie, lesolved to place their army m 
such a position as sliall affbid adequate piotection against 
any aitifice or insinceiity, and shall pieclude the return of 
that danger which has so lately menaced then possessions. 
The allies, however, retaining an anxious desire to effect an 
adjustment with Tippoo Sultaun, Lieutenant General Hams, 
Cominander-m-Chief of his Majesty’s and the Honourable 
Company’s forces on the coast of Coromandel and Malabar, 
is authorized to leceive any embassy which Tippoo Sultaun 
may despatch to the head quarteis of the Biitish aimy, and 
to conceit a ti’eaty on such conditions as appear to the allies 
to be indispensably necessaiy for the establishment of a secuie 
and permanent peace. 

Dated Fort St. Geoige, 22nd February, 1799, by order of 
the Right Honourable the Governor General in Council, 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, Jos. Webbe. 

Persiau Translator to Govt. 


No. CXLI. 

From the Right Hon the Governor-General to Tippoo Sultaun 

Fort St George, 22d Feb 1799. 

I had 'the honour, on the 13th instant, to receive your 
letter,* acknowledging your receipt of my two letters of the 
9th and 16th January,f informing me of your intention to 
proceed on a huntmg excursion, and desiring me to despatch 
Major Doveton unattended to you. 


* See p 433. 


t See p 394 — 413 
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I lament u^oit sincerely Uiat tl^o fHendly intlmatioD con* 
taiijed in my letter of the 0 th January,* rcganiing the dangen 
of delay, produc^^ no c0cct on your discerning nund, and 
that you deferred your reply to that letter to 00 late a period 
m tho feoion Your, long idcnco on this important opd press- 
mg occasion, compelled mO|to adopt tho resolution of order 
ihg the British forces to adTonco In concert ^th the armies 
of the oUied povers. You arc not ignorant that the period 
of the season rendered the advance of the army absolutely 
necessary to the common s^con^ of the allies. This move- 
pient of the onpy is to he Imputpd entirely to your repeated 
rejection of my amicable propose of sending on ambassador 
to youy presence. ^ 

tinder t|ie present cncamstances, to send Major Doveton 
to you could not be attended with those advantages which 
would &am his mission at a proppr season 

The aDiei, however retamlpg >an ajmous desire to effect 
an } adjustment with you Lieotcnant General Hams com 
mandor of the Bnbsh troops, bat been empowered to receive 
any embassy which 704 shall despatch to.^bim. Lieutenant 
Genera) Hmns will oIm authorise such persons as he may 
thluh pyoper to concert, m c^mmumcation with your ambas- 
sadors a new treaty offriendihjp with yopr Highness, fqnnded 
on such opiditiona as appear to the allies to 1^ mdispensably 
necessary estabhsbment of a secure and permanent 

peace. , ^ ^ 

A true Copy N B. Eouovstosb, 

Pei^sa trsnilitor U> Oort. 


No CXUI 

* e 

^ (Secret.) 

Etri ^ hl*rf^ngi$» t9 LUvt^04n*Td Htjru 

/ -X I ; J I^ort St. Qtorge, aSndFtb. 17W 

In my letter of the Srd of Fcbrtiai7,f I ^apprised you,, that 
1 ‘should m due'^thoe inform you ’of the manner in which I 
wished you to receive such overturesj’ds might be made to 
you by any of the inhabitants df Tippoo Sultaun s domimons 


Seep ddl. 


f Sec p. 426. 
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desirous of thiowing off the autlionty of that Piince, and 
that I should also send you such further instructions, as 
might appear to me to be necessary for your diiection previ- 
ously to your entrance into the terntoiy of Mysore. 

With regal d to the first of those objects, the enclosed in- 
structions of this date,'’^ dhect you to form a commission for 
the special purpose of assisting you in the conduct of such 
negotiations as may eventually be opened ivitli any descrip- 
tion of Tippoo's subjects. 

As the intercourse between your army and the Presidency 
must become hable to interiuption after you shall have passed 
the frontiers of Mysore, I shall now furmsh you with such in- 
structions as appear to me to be necessary for your direction, 
not only previous to youi entrance mto the dominions of the » 
Sultaun, but during your progres towards his capital, and 
after you shall have commenced the seige of that city. 

The enclosure No. 2,f contains a copy of a letter received 
by me ftom Tippoo Sultaun, nn the 13th of February, the 
origmal of my answer to which, is contained ih a sealed 
packet made up foi despatch to the Sultaun, and foiming 
No. 3. No, 4, 1 contains a copy of that answer for your in- 
formation. No. 5,§ contains copies in Enghsh, Persian, and 
Malabar, of the declaiation of the alhes, with respect to the 
causes of theu' present measures. 

When you shall arrive' within one day’s march of the point 
by which you propose to enter Mysore, you will transmit the 
original letter addressed to the Sultaun contained in the 
sealed packet No. 3, to Major Doveton, with directions to 
forward it to Tippoo Sultaun. ' 

You iviU not delay the march of your army one hour after 
the receipt ,of this despatch, and you will proceed to enter 
the territory of Mysore,' and to' advance towards Seiingapa- 
tam with the utmost possible degree of expedition. 

On passing the frontiers, you wdl circulate among Tippoo’s 
subjects as many copies hs possible of the declaration of the 
alhes , and you will issue a proclamation in your own name 
promising protection to the persons and properties of all such 
subjects of the Sultaun as shall, on just and reasonable terms, 

i : 

* face page 442. t' See page 433 “ X See page’ 453. 

§ See page 448 > 
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oaiiit the army in ita march by supplies of cattle, grain, 
forage, and prorliioni of any description; and further assur- 
ing the inhabitants of jMysoro in general, that no person shall 
be molested excepting such os shall appear in arms, or shal) 
impede the march of the army by tho removal of those sup- 
phet (the produce of tho coiujtry) wliicli may be useful to its 
progress or lubsistance. The advance of tho army la not, 
liowever, to be in the least, retarded for the purpose of pre- 
paring and issuing these proclamations^ 

In the course of your advance through Tippoos tcmtorics 
you vnll employ and also engage iMcer Allum to employ, 
every means to conciliate the subjects of tho Sultaun, as well 
by the conduct of the company s and the Nuamt forces, as 
by publishing from time to tiroo such assurances as shall ap- 
pear best adapted to the occasion 

You will order Lieutenant Colonel Browm? or the officer 
in command of the Southern division of tho army to com- 
mence bu operations at such time, and to direct them to i^uch 
pomti of attack on the possessions of the enemy, os you 
shall judge most advisable. , 

IfjTippoo Sultann, availing himself of the channel of oego- 
bation s^ left open by my letter Ko 3 either previously to 
yo^ amval at Senngopatam, or pr^nously to your haying 
taken a positioD for the siege of that capital should signify to 
you a desire to on embassy to you I authonoe yon to 
receive any such embassy; cxcroslng your discretion} with 
regard to the particular tone and place of recemng it. But 
at whatever period you m^y judge proper to comply with the 
proposal m question, I most earnestly and parhcnlarly recon>- 
mend to you to observe with the utmost care, all those measures 
of precaution and vigilance, which the artful an^treach^ua 
character of the enemy renders peculiarly necessary on such 
an occasion- It must never be forgotten, that he may possi- 
bly despatch ambassadors to you with the sole view of; ob- 
taining intelligence of your designs, or of tampering with 
soma of the Sirdars of the^olbes. Under this constant im- 
pression yoq will be parbenlarly carefhl not to halt for an 
honr nor to relax any operation necessary with, a view to the 
siege, on account of any overtures which you may receive 
from the Sultaim m any stage of your progress towards his 
copitaL ^ 
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You Avill communicate tliis letter to tlie commissioners 
named in the instiuction, and you will consult with them on 
all points relating to any negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun. 

You may possibly thmk it unadvisable to disclose to 
Tippoo Sultaun, the nature and full extent of the demands 
of the allies, before you shall have effected a junction with 
the army of Bombay, or before you shall have taken your 
position foi the siege of Seringapatam, and shall have been 
satisfied that all your preparations for that purpose are com- 
plete But aftei haMiig attained such a jiosition you will 
without delay (and before you open your batteries, oi throw 
shells into the tonn) communicate to Tippoo Sultaun, either 
through the channel of any embassy which you may have ad- 
mitted from hmi, or by a flag of truce, the demands of the 
allies, comprized in the draft of prehminaiy ai tides making 
the inclosuie marked A.* The blanks of those piehminaiy 
ai tides you will previously fill up, accordmg to youi infoim- 
ation and judgement, with the assistance of the commissionei s 
appointed to aid you in all matters relating to negotiation, 
either with the Sultaun, or with any of his subjects. 

Y ou will 1 equii e the signature of the ai tides under Tippoo’s 
seal, and the delivery of the hostages specified in the 8tli 
article, within 24 < hours from the communication of the ar- 
ticles to the Sultaun, either hy his embassadors, or by the 
flag of truce. You will at the same time sigmfy to Tippoo 
Sultaun, that in the event of your being compelled to open 
yoiu’ batteries agamst his capital, you will not afterwards de- 
sist for an instant from youi operations, on any condmons 
more favorable to him than those contained in the inclosuie 
maiked B ; and accordmgly after having opened your bat- 
teries against the place, you will not admit any embassadors 
from Tippoo, unless you shall know them to be charged with 
his formal assent to the articles contamed m the inclosuie B, 
and to brmg with them to youi camp, both the money re- 
quued undei the draft of preliminary articles B, and the 
hostages required by the 8th article of both drafts of piehmi- 
naiy articles A and B. 

Should Tippoo Sultaun agree, either before or after the 
commencement of your attack, to the conditions respectively 


* See p 460 
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to be proposed m either coto} and should ho dcbTcr up the 
reqmi^ hottagetf you viU immediately nudee tho necessary 
dispositions mth General Stuor^ for talcing possession of the 
ceded territory on tho coast of Malabar ; you rsdl also direct 
the Oommistloncrs appointed to assut you in oh matters of 
negotiationi to arrange and conclude with all practicable 
despatch, in concert with Meet AUutOi with any Mmister 
who shall have been empowered by tho PeUhwa for that pur 
pose, and with the embassadors of Tippoo Sultaun, a defim- 
tire treaty of pcoco and fnendship on tho basu, and agreo> 
ably to the conditions, of the prelhninary arbcles which shall 
have been prenously signed by tho Sulta\m« 

Tho only difficulty which con occur in framing the dehni 
tiTO treaty, wQl consist m tho adjustment and specification of 
the temtonca to he ceded to the ahies respechfdy, accord- 
ing to the preliminaries, which may havo been settled It is 
unpossible foe me to give you any detailed instmctions, with 
regard to the portiadar countries to bo ceded to tbo b^ixom 
and to the- Peishwa, whose respective ministers most male 
their own selection under your control The temtones to be 
ceded to the Company under the draft of prelhnmanes 
marked ore enumerated io that drafb The oddibonal 
cessions which woidd he demanded for the Company under 
the draft o£ preliminanes marked B , must be determined 
with a view to the improvement of our southern frontier ac- 
cording to the best opuuoos and mformatioa which you shall 
be able to obtam from the Commissioners, or fr om other 
anthonties in your army > 

If no Alahrstta force shall havo joined your army, pren- 
oosly to the conclosiao of the preliminary articles, you will 
stQl insist on the payment of the whole of the money sdpu 
lated to bo paid by the 6th article, Into the bnnit^ of the 
jJhed powers on die spot, who will be answerable in that 
case, for the duo dehvory to the Peishwa of his third share 
of the sum paid into your hands. If at the conclnsion of tho 
d e fi n i ti ve trea^ no MahrattOi vakeels should be present you 
are to engage, m concert with Aleer AHnm, to procure tho 
Peishwa s assent to the treaty, before the expiration of three 
months; securing and reserving to tho Peishwa, the same fbil 
and ample power of selecting the districts to bo ceded to him 
coufbnjuibly to the 4th articlo of proposed preliniiDary 
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tieaty, as he could have exeicised if he liad been rcpiesented 
during the negotiations by a icgulaily accredited Ministei. 

Although )OU should be in possession of tlie required 
hostages, you will not quit your position in the vicinity of 
Seringapatain, until the anuy of Bombay shall have reached 
such a point on its return to the Malabar coast, as may place 
it beyond the cflects of any treacheiy, winch might be at- 
tempted against it by Tippoo Sultaiin. AVith a view to this 
and othei advantages, you will leseive to yourself the hbeity 
of remaining in the vicinity of Seringapatam, until the allies 
shall ha%e been actually put m possession of any three of the 
fortresses to be ceded to them, which they may lespectively 
select. 

I ha\e now furnished you with instructions for your con- 
duct m the two cases of a negotiation, being opened with 
Tippoo Sultan, either picviously, or subsequently to the at- 
tack of Senngapat im. 

The case of your being compelled to prosecute the siege 
of Seiiiigapatam to the last exticmity, and of }oui obtaining 
possession of that city w’ould open so extensive and compli- 
cated a change in the political state of India, as to lequne 
the most comprehensive system of new airangeraents At 
present it appears to me to be sufficient to recommend that 
in this event, you should adopt the necessary measuies foi 
effectually securing youi position m the city , foi suppoi ting 
those inhabitants of Mysore, who may have placed themselves 
under the piotection of the allies , and for opening a safe and 
easy communication between your army and both coasts 
In such a conjuncture, paiticular operations must depend on 
the natiu’e of the pohtical and mihtaiy situation and stiengtli 
of the enemy, subsequently to the reduction of his capital , 
and on a vaiiety of other circumstances which it is impossi- 
ble to foresee. I rely on ’your discretion foi actmg under 
such eiicumstances in the manner best calculated to maintain 
your advantages, until I shall be enabled to transmit specific 
instructions for your diiection, 

Whether in, the last case supposed, the person of Tippoo 
Sultaun should fall mto youi hands or not, you wdl neither 
open noi conclude any negotiation involving the final settle- 
ment of the country, eithei with that piince or with any other 
persons, until you shall have received special authority from 
me for that purpose. ^ 
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I ha>o directed a copy to be tent to you of the diary of 
tbo proceeding* of Uie dcputici, who conducted the ncgotia 
bons at Senngapatam in 1702| wbidi I dcaire you wiU bo 
pleased to dcIiTcr m charge to the Commiesion appointed m 
my fleponite instruedoni of tbu data. Thl* diary may oven 
tuaQy oiTord groat ouiitoneo to thd Commissioners in the 
manogeraent of any negotiations which they may be required 
to conduct ^Tith lippoo Sultaun. 

I onij &.C, 

3I0RNINOTON 


[ rhe following are tb« Eoclonur* referred to in Um preceding letter ] 
Dni/l ^prtUaUmtjTf 

Prclimlaary Vrtlcles for the re-eiUblUbmcnt of the aatient frienibnip 
and for the adjeutment o( exlitlog dldcrcncei bctTreen the Hononrable 
EoglUb Compoiif the Navrah Asoph Jah Row Pundit Purdbuin and 
Tippoo Sultana settled by Uaac-OeneraJ George Harris &c In rirtuo 
of poTrers delegated to blcn by the Right nonoorable the £ari of Mom 
iogtoa K r>. Qoremor Gen^l by Meer Aliaa Bdudor oa the part 
of the Nawab Atoph Jahi by on the part of the 

Pelihtra I and by 00 the part of Tippoo Sultana. 

Article lit. Tlppoo Sultaon to receWe and honourably entertaia an 
ambamdor from each of the allies u often and for u long a period of 
time aa any of the cald allies ahall reqoire 1 the allies on tb^ part, ser^ 
rally eonaeatlng to reedra and entertain la the same manner and 00 the 
aame terms, an ambamdor from Tippoo Soltaon. 

Article 2nd. Tippoo Saltann to diraUa trithoat delay lh>m his terrlce 
and to remore from tus dominions not only all Frenchmen or natlres of 
the Islands of France and Doarboo or of any other coontnei now sub- 
ject to Fraace j but tUo »U European uatiTes, ot sahjeet* of tamniries 
now at war with Great Britain. 

Article 3rd. Tippoo Saliann to renounce all connection with the French 
nadoD } end tg engage that none of the subjects of that nation shaR-erer 
hereafter bo entertained In his acrricei, or be allowed to reside within his 
^dominions. 

Article 4th Tippoo Sultaun to cede to the Company In perpetuity the 
whole of the sea-coast of Malabar below the Obanta, In his poaseaalon at 
the commencement of the preaeut war that is to say all the territory 
below the Ghauts situated between the ifrtr Caral (which fonoi the 
present boundary of the CJompany to the northward; and the Portuguese 
posseadona on that eoau. Tippoo ia to cede In like manner to the 


And Including the district of Bdgny on the coast of Malabar nnless 
Tippoo can clearly prore that this district is aborc the Ghauts 
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Coiupauv tUc district (including the fortroas of Sacragorry) wlncli is si- 
tuated lielncen Paiilgnclicrry aiidrilney, and wlutli coniprchcnds Ani- 
uiallic and other Talooks * He is likewise to cede m perpetuity to their 
Highnesses, the Ni/ain and the Peislma respccti\ely,f a territory adjacent 
to their present rcspccti\e liounduries, tuid agreeably to their selection, 
equal m net revenue to the districts to he ceded to the Company , and it 
IS hereby deternuned and agreed, uith a view to the prevention of delays, 
that the several districts to be ceded by Tippoo Siiltaun shall be taken at 
the valuation at which they were respectively rated in the accounts deli- 
vered in by his vakeels during the negotiation of the treaty of Seringiipa- 
tain in 1/*)-. 

Article 5lh Tippoo Sultnun to relinquish for ever all claim to the 
latclv disputed districts of Aiiicra and bonleah, and Ersavvarascemy, to 
any part of the territory possessed bv the Rajub of Coorga, at the eoin- 
menceiiienc of the war, to the whole of the Tainbaeherry Puss, and gene- 
rally to all places on the present borders of any of the allies which may 
at this time lie in dispute 

Article Gtli One crorc and a half of sicca rupees shall be paid by 
Tippoo Sultauu to the allies, agreeably to the following particulars — 

1st Seventv-fivc lacs shall be paid immediately in pagodas, or gold 
mohrs, or rupees of full weight and standard, or in gold or silver bul- 
lion 

2nd The remaining scveuty-fivc lacs shall be paid within si\ months 
from the date of the present treaty 

Article 7th iUl prisoners in the hands of the several powers to be 
fairly and unequivocally iclcased 

Article 8th. Until the due performance of the articles of the present 
treaty, two of the three eldest sons of Tippoo Sultaun shall be delivered 
as hostages into the hands of Lieut -General Hums, and as a further 
secunty for Tippoo’s faitliful execution ul the same, the fortress or for- 
tresses of 1: shall also be delivered up to the Company On 

the arrival of the said sous of Tippoo Sultaun m camp, and on the jiuy- 


* Memorandum — ^The object of this cession being to open a free and 
short communication between Paulgacherry and DmdigiU, the Gom- 
mander-m-Chief is referred to the proper officers for the necessary m- 
formation with regard to the particular Talooks which are to be demanded 
for this purpose, and, accordingly, this article vvdl admit of vanation, 
according to the judgment of the Commander-in-Chief and of the Com- ' 
missioners 

•f That is to say, to each of the other allies a terntory equal to that 
ceded to the Company, so that the cession to the Company shall consti- 
tute one-third part of the total cession to the three allied powers 

J This blank to be filled up bv the Commander-in-Chief , but it is to 
be observed, that, it is not to be filled by the word (Senngapatam ) 

N B The fortress or forti esses here to be specified, are to be exclu- 
sive of those within the districts to be ceded (see the conclusion of this 
article ) Gopaul Droog was in contemplation m this passage 
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mcnt of the flnt moletj ^gretd to be pold hy the Cth article a cemtion 
of bojtUItlex ahall Uke place. Out the araj of the alUu ahall not quit 
their poiitloa before Seriujiapatam nntU the fortrcM (or fortreua) of 
before meatlooed ihoU be actaallj In the poueaaloa of the 
Companj'a troopa. And vhereaa the territory to be ceded to the alike 
\rlll contain eereral forte. It U hereby further agreed that of the cald forte 
the ehall be at liberty to requln Qf theyjud^ proper) to bo pot In 
actual pouoaelon of any three of them irhlch they may think dc to eelect 
before TIppoo Sultaon ifaoU be entitled to require the departure of the 
allied onnlea from the rlclnlty of Sertn^patam 
Article 9tL 'When an agreement containing the ortlelea abore trriUen 
ihill arrire, bearing the acal and tlgnatnre of Uppoo Snltann cotmter 
agreements be sent to Uppoo Snltaon from tbe allies t and after the 
cessation of hoitllitles a dednldre treaty of perpetual friendship shall be 
settled and entered Into by the semal pover*. 


UemanndKm. 

In tbe erent of no bfahratta force haring Joined tie army at the time 
^rben preliminary articles shall b« conclod^ the Commander ln'Chle4 
or CommissIoDen appointed to treat with TIppoo Sultaon shall notwith 
itandlnj 7 Insist open his paying the whole of the money stlpnlated^to be 
paid by the 6th ^ele. Into the hands of the allied powen on the spot 
who win be aniwerahle for the doe delivery to the Pdihwm of his share, 
namely one third of the whole sHpttlaled sms If on condudln^ the 
dednldre treaty no Mahratta Tileels should be present, the other 
are to engage to procure the Felibwa's assent to the treaty in the coarse 
of three months. Securing end reaeirlng to the Felshwa the same full 
and ample power of selecdog the districts to be ceded conformably to the 
ith ardele of the preliminary treaty, as he would hare ezerdied If he had 
anthorlxed a minister ou the spot to tifn and execute for him. 

It li probable that tbe territory to be ceded to the Klxam and Pdshwa, 
under the 4th article of the preceding treaty would conslit of Oorram- 
conda, Qooty Anagckmdy ^ydroog, and Harpoaelly (to be dhided be 
tween them u they may agree i) the forts of which it would he proper in 
this case, to require the Immediate forreoder as addldonal securities be- 
fore the army should qtdt the ridnlty of Serlngapatam would, perhaps 
be Cooty to the Nlaam Roydroog to the Felshwa, end Shuddasoo Obnr 
(on the Malabar coast) to the Company But as it is proposed a 
fortreaa of Uppoo i, orer and above those to be ceded (perhaps Ooptnl- 
droog) ahaU be delivered into the temporarv poasessloD of the Company 
as an addldonal security for his falthAil perfonnance of the treaty per 
haps, instead of Sbudashoo Qhnr the Immediate delivery of Gurrum- 
conda to the Nlaam la addldon to Oooty Roydroog would operate 
more edectuaHy as a restralut upon the Sultaon who would not venture 
to provoke a renewal of hosdUties after the allliw were m possession of 
the four strong holds which have been spedJQed, 


mo. 
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Article 1, 2, .uul 3, the &aiiie .is m dmft A. 

Article 1 — One half of the dominions of which Tippoo Sultaun was in 
possession before the war, to be ceded to the allies from the countries ad- 
jacent to then present respective boundaries, and agreeably to their se- 
lection. And it IS hercbv agreed uud iletcrniiiied with a view to the pre- 
vention of dehijs, that the several districts to be ceded by Tippoo Sultaun, 
slnill be taken at the valuation at which they were respectively rated in 
the accounts delivered in l)V his Vakeels, during the negotiation of tlie 
treaty of Seringapatam in 17*)2 

Article o, .is in draft A. 

Article 6, two crores of sicca rupees slmll be paid by Tippoo Sultaun 
to the allies, ngrcc.iblv to the following particulars . 

1st One crore shall be paid immediatelv in pagodas, or gold mobrs, or 
rupees of lull weight and standard, or in gold or silver bnllioii 

2nd The remaining crore shall be paid within six: months from the 
date of the present treaty 

Article 7j 8, and *J, os in draft A 


Mciiioihndum with a vutc to the case of 'Ilppoo's bang' compelled to cede 
halfofhii present dominwns to the allies, February 26t/t, 1799 

Tippoo stated his revenues to amouut iii 1782, to seventy lacs of kan- 
terai pagod.is, or two crorcs and ten lacs of rupees The allies, however, 
having re.ison to believe this to he uii under statement, insisted on adding 
uiue lacs of pagodas to the amount, and, consequently, on dividing 79 
lacs, lustcad of 70 lacs of pagodas Hence the amouut to he ceded, 
agreeably to the preliminary treaty, was 394 lacs Accordingly, the Com- 
pany received districts to the amount, according to 'Fippoo's own valuation 
q/’t/icwj, of 13,1{),765 54 pagodas , the Nizam 13,16,666 64 pagodas, and 
the Peishwa 13,16,666 74 pagodas, making together 39,50,0-17 pagodas 
Consequently Tippoo possesses at present countries yielding, according 
to his own account, corrected by the allies, 394 lacs of pagodas 
If, therefore, he should he again compelled to cede half of lus domi- 
nions to the allies, the latter would each be entitled to districts yielding 
6,58,333J pagodas, making together 19,75,000 pagodas 

In this case, the Company’s division might be composed as follows 
Canara, or the Malabar terntory below the Ghauts, including Bilguy, 
say 3,20,000 , Coimbatoor 80,000 , Denntcar Kotah 35,000 , Darapoor and 
Chuchergeerif 64,000, Sattimungul 30,000, Chtchawir 27,000, Chun- 
cherry 27 , 000 , Indore 8,000, Eiroad 20,000, Cangum 20,000, Caroor 
45,000 , total 6,76,000 

It 18 to be observed, that Canara is rated above at much more than it 
would appear to be rated at in Tippoo’s own statement of 1792, which is 
to be the basis of any new partition However, as the districts of Bed- 
nore which compose Canara, cannot ^t present be accurately distinguish- 
ed (two or three of the number being doubtful) the revenue has, for the 
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greater ctullon beea auumed at 3^ 000 pigodu Bllhougb tbe m<Mt 
tbjU cu be made oat from Uppoo^e ll*t U tbreo lie*. 

Poutbly tome of the •outbern dUtrlcti beloir tbe QUaati may be 
omitted is the preceJJof eaumenUoiL On the rrhole hoverer ItUtaf 
fidentJy clear from this abstract that the cession to the Company of all 
the coontrles bdotr (he Ohaata oa both coasU, trould little exceed or 
fall short of their shore of half the Sultaun s i^olnlng poaseuloos. If 
on strict cmolnatlon it trere found to exceed on eqolnJent might be 
offered or some odjustmenta of the diiTertnce be mode >rith the allies. 

The share of the NUam might consist of AtugwtJjf CO 101 1 Knrxod 
tribate 66 666 6| i Geeij (os per memoriDdum at the end of this paper) 
2 (J6;200 31 1 Gurrtw^cexd* 2 7A 673 *111 t/aa^irsieac/ai 13 000; PuMg^ 

ft*er 16 000 ; total 6^ 611 4 ; or abost 21 000 pngixLu short of the 
Nlxam s share. The deffdency might be made up frutn some of the Cotar 
districts, or within a small nun from the ortrplns uf the ccsaloni to the 
Company according to the preceding article. 

The share of the Pdihvra might be compoacd of iWoAnr shore the 
OStxti or all the parts of flcdaarw not ceded to the Company say3 64 466| 
HarpexeUf I 10 030 8} ; lUjdr^g 1,16 019 31; total 6,89 516 2^; or 
about 69 000 pagodas short which might be mode up from the districts 
of Cblttledroog 

It la probable, howerer thaa Bednore abort the Ohouia may prove, on 
a stricter erominatloQ of Tlppooa atntezseot of 1^9:., ro be rateable at 
more (hm 3 $4 G66 pagodas For the whole 31 taloolts of Bednore stand 
in bis accQont at 6,84 4G6 pagodas $ and, therefore. In proportion ij the 
talooks below the Qbaots may tall abort In ralosiion of the. 3,20 000 
pagodas assumed, those abore the Ohants (proposed to be ceded to the 
Feishwa) wQl exceed the sum of 3 04 465 pagodas. ^ 

There would remain to Tlppoo under the foregoing arrangemeDt, the 
greatest part (If not the whole) of Cadttel Drw^ Sara, Bangalore, and 
other laloohi of SerlngapaUm (cnomerated In hla list of antient poss»- 
sloos) which the allies are entitled to consider as Tiddlng a rerenue of 
19 75 000 pagodas. If they thoold not. In fiwt, be so valuable, Cwiuch, 
however there is no reason to suppose) the Sultaun would only suffer by 
Us own deceit. At oU erents the alUeewili be entitled injustice, (under 
the treaty now In coutemplatioa) to eelect their moiety jtrri / leaniig the 
remaining half to the Sultaun i and accordingly this is a principle which 
ought to be carefhlly adhered to m the case supposed. 


A more moderote arrangement than tie preceding one woa2d be, to 
take the Sultaun s present dominions at 36 lacs of pagodu (Instead of 
394 lacs) or half of what he himself stated the revenoe to be In 1793 and 

to divide accordingly ^ 

In this case the allies would bare to divide among them only I7 60 000 
pagodas. Instead of 19 76 000 pagodas, and at this rate each would be 
entitled to a coaaCrj of bo more than 6,8S,333f pagodu instead of (u 
above) 6,58,333* pagodas. 

Upon this principle it Is evident that we ihonld be under itiw necesufy 
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of lea\injj Tippoo m poaiCsbioii of a great part of the aoutheru coumnca 
below the Ghauts Our share might, neterthcleas, be as folloua 

Canard (as before), J,20,000 , Cvvnlatvor, S0,0()0 , Darapwr and Chuc- 
kergeenj, G 1,000, Erroad, 20,000, Canguin, 20,000, Carroor, 15,000, 
Dcnmcar h’olah, ,io,Q00 Total, 5,81,000 
Or, perhaps, m preference to some of these, 

Etiiicalaghetri/cota/i and Punganorc abo\e tlie Giuuta 
Die Ni/ain’a abate might, in the case now auppoacd, conaial of 
Coo/y (as before), 2,08,200 Ji, CurrumeunJa, 2,71,0/3 li, .Inagoon- 
dy, 00,101 , Kurnool tribute, 00,6G6 C] Total, 0,02,0-11 1 

The esccaa, or 2G,30S pagodas, might be made up to lippoo from 
Gurrumconda or Gootv, according to the ple.iaure of the Nizam or <if 
Ills Minister 

The Pcishua’a share, on ihia principle, miglit be, 

Uidnurc (as before), .1,G 1,106, IlarpondUj, 1,10,030 Si , IlutjdrMg, 
1,15,012 'lotal, 5,S2,5IG 2, being an e\ccas onlj of 6,200 pagod is, 
to be deducted trom aome of the proposed ccsaioiis 
The toregomg divisions arc auggcated only .is outlines to be idled up 
and improved, upon stricter enijuirv and better information. 


consisted of nineteen talooKs, vielding 2,58,35.1 1 j Dedin t 
ceded in 1722 to the N’l/am, four talouks, 51,782 81, to the Peiahw i, 
one talooL, 10,000, total, 61,782 SI 1,26,570 61 Add tho-e parts 
of ICoori'oor mu\ Dammoor uhith remained with 'lippoo at the peace, 
11,(1*22 7i lleniains to be ceded, 2,08,200 )> 


No CXLllI. 

l!u t arl oj Mor nngton la Liitti •(tcn< ral Ifirr t 
Sir, Port 8t George, 2^lrd 1 1 !» I7''2 

If contr.irv to prcscitl apiic.vr.inccs .uul to c\cr\ re.iion.i- 
ble* e\pc‘cUtiuii, aii) untovv.inl event sliotiltl ueetir, ofa nature 
to rentier the reiliution of .bering.ip.it.im v. ithm tina -ea-on 
eviclentlv iinpractii ahle, I .mtlioiize _\ou to recede lioin the 
deuund" coiu.mied in liic drill \.,tnu lo ed in ni} h tter of 
the 2Jnd inst.int,) m proportion to the iniproh ihility of ,oiir 
being' ihle to leiuinih'Ii tlie ridiution of tint plait* Hut 
vvliatever iii i . be luur o.vii cii-e of iliihi uh‘i it ’.ill hi of 
the utiiui'i import uh e tiut vou ''he>u!d not di eh* < it. .id 
th It V uu should -tdl c mil iviuir to imHc tie ippn lo o ,‘>,,4 
of Tipfiuo for ilie ' ilcl . oi lu> e ipit d. On tin i.prciir- 
' ous dolt, cm Vi<u dspeid I«r nbla.laug i'm n 

vv h (tevc r fr<‘in Im.i 

: ,i 
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Although I hove judged k nccewiiry to authonxe you to 
recede, under cortmn orcumitanccf, from the donumdi spe 
cified m tho draft A before referred to, you will rather con- 
clude no treaty with Tippoo Sultaun than one which shall 
not put tho Company in possession of the whole of the coast 
of Malabar, and secure, besides some degree of mdomnlty 
for the expenses of the war In framing any treaty under 
these unfaTourable circumstances, you will always bo corefbl 
to understand that every advantage either of territory or of 
money which may bo stipulated, Is to be equally divided 
among tbo allies m such a manner, as they shall hereafter 
adjust. 

In the event of your neither being able to reduce Seringa 
patam this season, nor to obtain the diminuhod advantages 
herem stated, you will dismiss the Bombay army with such 
reinforcement as you may hare the means of sparing and 
after having ascertained ita safe arrival at tbo bead of the 
Poodicbemun Ghaut, you will keep the field m tbo enemy s 
country with the remainder of your force, in such manner as 
shall appear most advuablo os well with a view to secure 
your own sabsutnnee as to restrain Tippoo from any under 
taking against the Camadc, until a favonrable change of or- 
comstances shall enable you to resume the dege of that capi 
tal with better hopes of success 

I am £Lc. 

MoRlfINGTON 


No CXLIV 

7^ Etrl #/ Sforumgi** t* tie Peltiw* 

Fort St. Georjfe, 24tli Feb. 17W 

I have regularly commumcated to your Highness the pro- 
gress of my correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun respecting 
his infiracUon of the treaty of Senngapatain and I have had 
the satisfaction to find your Highness concurring in all tho 
measures ^hich I have deemed It necessary to adopt, for tho 
common security of the Company ahd their aflies. It u a 
further saCisfaction to me to reflect, that no endeavours have 
been omitted to recall the Sultaun to a s^nse of the obli- 
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gations of tieaty, and to effect an amicable accommodation of 
the differences, which his ambition and insatiable levenge 
have produced between him and the allies 

It IS a subject of extieme legret, that these conciliatory 
and fiiendly measuies have failed to pioduce a correspondent 
effect on his mmd, and have lendeied it absolutely necessaiy, 
upon pimciples of self defence, to lesort to arms. Aftei the 
Sultaun’s repeated rejection of the pioposition to send an 
Ambassadoi to his Court, notwithstanding the warnings he 
received, his tardy and reluctant acquiescence, (intunated to 
me m a lettei received on the 16th mstant, of which a copy 
wdl be communicated to your Highness), so far from indicat- 
ing a spirit of concihation, can only be considered as an msi- 
dious attempt to protract the operations in the field, m the 
hope of prosecutmg his hostile designs agamst the alhes with 
a better prospect of success I have, therefore, signified to 
the Sultaun, in my leply, of which a copy will also be sub- 
mitted to youi Highness by the Resident, that his comphance 
with the proposal, at this protracted period, cannot pioduce 
any change m the determination of the allies to put then* re- 
spective tioops m motion. Deeming it advisable that the 
groimds of this determination should be pubhcly made 
knoAvn, I have diawn up a formal declaration on the part of 
the Honorable Company and their alhes, setting foith the 
conduct of Tippoo Sultaun, and the nature of the various 
measuies which have been adopted by the alhes to effect the 
accommodation they have so earnestly and so unremittingly 
sought. I have forwarded a copy of the declaiation to the 
Resident foi your Highness’s perusal, I am fuUy convmced 
that youi Highness, sensible of the absolute necessity of the 
resolution theiem expressed, will zealously exeit the full ex- 
tent of your present means to coopeiate with the Company 
and his Highness the Nizam, in the prosecution of the war 
with the common enemy 

I am persuaded that youi Highness will be perfectly satis- 
fied, that no oveituies towards accommodation can now be 
received from Tippoo Sultaun with any degree of consist- 
ency , or any beneficial negociation be opened with him ex- 
cepting at the head of the armies, which are actually entei- 
mg his countiy. 

For this reason, youi Highness mil no doubt peicene that 
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no advantage can poi5ibly onic from tlio presence of any 
VakeeU from Tippoo Sultaun at your Court; on the con- 
trary It must be evident to you that your entertainmg any 
Vakeels from that Pnnee, under the present arcumstances, 
most prove highly prejudicial to the aUicd mtcrcsts, by m- 
spndng Tippoo Sultaun with the hope of dividing the allies, 
and by disseminating general doubts of the iinccnty of jour 
Highness s attachment to the common cause. 

I tlicrefore, earnestly entreat jour Highness immediately 
to dismiss the Vakeels of Tippoo Sultaun now at your Court, 
and I, with the same camestnoss exhort jour Highness not 
to receive any other mission from that Pnnee during the war 
If he should express any desire to open a negociation I re- 
quest your Highness to refer bun to the representatives of 
the olhes, accompanying their armies in the field /kny ne- 
gociation earned on at a distance from the army would prove 
fhiitless and indecisive. 

If (which God a>crt and my friendly confidence will not 
antiapato) your Highness should neglect my present earnest 
instances and should either delay tlie dismisaiou of the 
Vakeels of Tippoo Sultaun now at Poonah or hereafter re- 
ceive others from that Pnnee daring the war I tblnV it the 
duty of a friend and an ally to apprise your Highness that 
I shall be under the necessity of considering such conduct to 
be a departure from the true spirit of the defensive engage- 
ments subsisting between your Highness hia Highness 
Nixam and the Honorable Company And I know not the 
extent of the enli which may follow so unexpected a relaxa 
bon of the bonds of friendship and alliance. 

On the other hand, it is a pleasure to me to beheve that 
your Highness will discharge the duty of a laithfiil friend and 
cordial ally by mstantly dismissing the vakeels by refusing 
during bostihties to receive any others ; and by xealoosly 
exertmg the full extent of your present means to cooperate 
with the Company snH his Highness the Nuam m the pro- 
secution of the war with the common enemy Under thf ex 
pectstioD, and m a firm confidence that you will remember 
the ancient connection between the Company and your family 
as well as the proof which I have recently afforded of mj 
sincere denre to improve the relations of friendship with you 
I assure your Highness that no negociations shall take place 
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or Auy agreement be concluded with the enemy m which your 
mtercbts bhall not be, in dl lespects, placed on the same 
grounds nith tliose of the Company and of the Ni/am In 
the mean time, I shall be \eiy happy to hear and to consider 
any paiticuKu \iens which }our Highness may enteitam in 
the event of a negociation with the enemy, whcthei conveyed 
to me in wuting from yourself, or thiough the cliannel of 
Colonel Palmer. 

I am, &c., 

MoilNINGTON. 


No. CXLV 

y^t Earl of Mo) ntn^ton to Ltcutonant Gcncnil Stuart 

(Pi ivate.) 

Sill, Fort St George, 21th Feb 179*^ 

I learnt, with great anxiety and uneasiness, the state of 
your health as well on private as on public giounds, and it 
was a consideiablc satisfaction to me to he.ii that you had 
arrived on the coast of iMalabai so much better, as to be able 
to undeitake the fatigues of the appioaching campaign. 

It IS unnecessary for me to assuie you of my entiie confi- 
dence in your conduct of that part of the piesent important 
enter prue committed to your charge You are already ap- 
prized of my sentiments with legaid to youi meiits, I liave 
received great pleasure from the accounts of General Hait- 
ley’s preparations for your leception, and of the state rn 
which he has deliver ed over the command to you. An union 
of the talents and zeal of all departments of the service m 
India wdl enable me to avail myself of the advantages of the - 
season, and to render the Sultaun a contemptible ally to the 
common enemy, long before either party can hope to avail 
itself of the alliance lately formed against the British power 
There is one point, however, which, although highly im- 
probable, I wish to suggest to youi early consideration If 
by any accident the French should land a force on the coast 
of Malabar durmg the siege of Seiingapatam, what would be 
the best aiiangements foi checking then progress^ This 
subject deserves serious consideration, and you should com- 
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muTucatc your opinion! on it botli to tho Admiral and to Ge- 
neral Harki, BO Uiot you may not bo token by furpntc. 

Another point require! timely notice If the Trholo of the 
cooit of Malabar should coma into our posioiilon under a 
new treaty with tho Sultaua, what would be tho bcit distn 
bubon of force, with a view to tlic ditappointment of ony 
attempt on tho part of tho Frcncli to aulit tho Sultaun or to 

dUpOMCtf Q*. 

A third queaOon will be Peace bemg concluded with 
Tippoo, and the coast of Malabar in our poiiession, con we 
afford a force to garriaon Goa, and will the Portuguese flc 
cept a gorruon from utf Both of tbcao points, as well as 
the first, should be coniidored with General Harris. 

I also wish, before yon enter Mysore, that you would en- 
deavour to concert with the Adnund any practicable means 
of employing his powerful squadron on the coast in concert 
with our remaining forces, or with any disaffected subjects of 
the Sultaun bolow the Ghauts * 

Xtccommending these suggestions to your attention, and 
smcerely wishing that yoor seal for the pubhc service, and 
your abOity to promote it, may not m any degree be coontcr 
acted by the state of yoar health, I bavo the honour to be, 
with great esteem and respect, Sir, your faithful servant, 

Mobhimoton 


No CXLVI 

HatUntMi CtnfTwl H*rri» t* iif Etri tf 

CsDkenffftiu, 7 mDei'W of Tnpator®, 25th Peh. 179!) 
My dbab Loan 

Your IfOrdahip ■ final xnstructioii! are received, anti their 
very satisfactory contents perfectly understood. 

I shall not attempt an elaborate letter of thanks for them, 
or for oil the noble and hberal confidence and encouragement 
they contam but I trust to that Providence on whom I de- 
pend that your Lordship shall be paid by a thorough con- 
Tiction that every thing to the best of my abfiities shall be 
tried to ensure that success which your Lordship s exertions 
give so fair a prospect of and allow me here to reheve your 
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Lordslup’s niind from the fear that I shall permit myself to 
become a despondie~^ m the business, by the assurance — that 
never in my life was I known to have the smallest tendency or 
turn that way — on the contrary, in some severe trials I have 
been most cheerful m the support of others, and thank God 
have always found my spirits to rise in the hour of danger. 
It is true I am anxious to examine the worst side of things, 
m order to provide a substitute if possible, but when pieven- 
tion is no longer in my power, I trust you will hear that I 
make the best of every thing, and meet with cheerfulness the 
accidents which must happen in our peregiinations. At pre- 
sent we aie m a great way of supphes, and Avith Read and 
Macleod’s exertions, I have great hopes we shall escape simi- 
lai distresses to those we experienced last war. 

You may depend there is no man in the army wishes the 
business over more than myself, but no selfishness, or, I trust, 
persuasion shall induce me to push the cattle beyond their 
powers, for that would be risking evei y thing. On them we 
must depend foi getting our noble battering tram along, and 
we wiU soon make up any time siipposed lost in this way 
when once we begm the siege. 

Youi Lordship’s last communications have been particu- 
larly giatefril to me, and as you have taken care to secure me 
by eveiy tie dear to man — ^by gratitude; by my own honour 
and conscience bemg pledged ; and even by the Eastern po- 
licy of havingf my wife and children m your hands, I think 
you ivill not be deceived , that you may not is my earnest 
piayei ’ and that yom Lordship will beheve me. 

My deal Lord, with great esteem. 

Your devoted and faithful Seivant, 

George Harris 


* A “ despondte” is an Hmdostanee word, which appears in the Re- 
venue transactions Lord M had apphed it m a ludicrous sense to those 
who “ desponded’^ of success in the war 

f Mrs Harns and the General's children were all left at Madras, under 
the Governor General’s care 
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No C\LVII 

71# EmH ll*rtungt*^ to Unlnunt Gentrol Hvrit 
^ecTot.) 

Sia, ^ort Su George 25th Feb 1/22 

Tho mtelbgcncc lately rcceirca from Scnogapatam render* 
It probable that Tippoo Sultaun will take the field unmedi- 
atcly at the head of the mam body of hi* army 

Ho may therefore, attempt either to obitract j our progre** 
toward* Sermgapatam by force, or to ncgotiato with yoa in- 
terposing hu army between yoars and that aty, and cndcar- 
onnng to protract the negotiaboD with the tome views which 
he has already manifested of gammg time until tho sup- 
posed season for the siege shall have elapsed 

Although the general pnnaples of my mstrucUon* of the 
22d instant would furnish a aulBaently distmet rule for your 
conduct m any of these cases, 1 Uiink it may be satufactory 
to you to receive a more pardenJor explanation of my senti- 
ments. 

If the Soltaun should attempt to oppose your progress by 
force, no Instruction cantbe necessary to induce joa to re 
pell It. 

No attempt which, at any tune, or from any position, he 
may make towards negotiation, must be suffered to retard 
your progress towards Senngapatam and if his army should 
occupy any position which shall appear suspicious or embar 
rassmg to your line of march you will attack bim if jou 
should thmk it advisable bavug first dismissed his vakeels 
if they should be near your camp. 

kou are mvested with a discretional power of deading the 
time when it may be expedient to admit any vakeel from the 
Sultann In exerciamg that discretion the primary consi- 
derations must be the second of your army, and the success 
of the expedition. If either of these considerations should 
at any tone render it necessary to decline any overture from 
the Sultaun, you will take care to apprise him that, at a 
proper season you will be ready to listen to his proposals. 

At whatever period of your march you may tbmk fit to ad 
mit an embassy fixim Tippoo Sultaun you will understaod il 
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to be my intention, apphcable to every possible case, that no 
tieaty, eithei prelmiinaiy or definitive, should be concluded 
with him, until your army shall have effected a junction with 
that of Bombay, and shall be in a situation to commence the 
siege of his capital with a leasonable piospect of success 
If Tippoo Sultaun’s aimy should meet youis in the field, 
and the result shall be, as (under providence) I trust it will, 
a signal victory to the British arms, you will not consent to 
negotiate, but you will contmue to advance towards Seiin- 
gapatam The result of such an action might possibly be the 
immediate reduction of that city. In this case you will pro- 
ceed accorduig to my former mstiuctrons, apphcable to the 
case of a successful siege. But if the fall of the city should 
not be the immediate consequence of the supposed victoi*y in 
the field, you will piopose to Tippoo Sultaun, at whatever 
period of time you may deem most expedient, the prehmmaiy 
articles marked B, from which you will not depait 

If the person ofi the Sultaun should fall into your hands 
after any action with his army, you will not on that account 
delay your inaich to his capital 
You will observe, from the whole tenor of my instructions, 
that it is ray decided opiraon, that no tieaty can be safely 
concluded with Tippoo Sultaun until your aimy shall either 
be in actual possession of his capital, or shall command the 
effectual means of seeming its reduction 

I take this opportunity of suggesting to you the indispen- 
sable piecaution of never admitting any vakeels fiom Tippoo 
Sultaun within the precincts of your camp If any confei- 
ences shall become necessary, they must always be holden at 
such a distance fiom youi lines as to pieclude the possibility 
of any effect of the tieacheiy of the enemy. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No CXLVm 

The Earl of Mot mngtoii to the Earl of Macui tney , Governor of the Cape of 

Good Hope 

My Lord, Fort St George, 26th Feb 1799 

I have the honour to acknowledge the leceipt of youi 
Lordship’s letteis of the 11th and ISth of September, and of 
the 18th of Octobei 
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No C\LVU 

ni Evi M^natigfn /• Ueuientni Ge»er*l lUmt 
(Secret) 

Fort St George i5th Feb IjyO 

Tbe mteUigcnco lately rcceivca from Senngapatam renders 
It probable that Tippoo Sullaun will take the field immedi- 
ately at the head of the mam body of hia army 

He may, therefore attempt either to obatnict j our progress 
towards Senngapatam by force, or to negotiate with you m- 
terposmg his army between yours and that aty and endear- 
ounng to protract the negotlabon with the tome views which 
he has already manifested of gaining time, unbl the sup- 
posed season for the siege shall havo elapsed 

Although the general prmciples of my uutTucUoni of the 
S2d instant wotdd flimish a sufficiently distinct rule for your 
conduct in any of these cases, 1 think it may bo satisfactory 
to you to receive a more particuiai explanation of my senti- 
menti 

If the Sultaun should attempt to oppose your progress by 
force no instruction can4be necessary to induce you to re 
peH it. 

No attempt which at any tune, or from any position he 
may make towards negotiation, must be auffered to retard 
your progreaa towards Senngnpatam and if his army should 
occupy any posiUon which shaU appear auiphnous, or embar 
rassmg to your Imo of march you will attack him if you 
should think it advisable , havmg first dismissed his vakeels, 
if they should be near your camp 

You are mvested with a discretional power of demdmg the 
time when it may be expedient to admit any vakeel from the 
Sultaun In exercising that discretion, the pmnary consi 
derations must be the security of your army and the success 
of the expedition If either of these considerations should 
at any time render it necessary to dechne any overture from 
the Sultaun, you will take care to apprise him that at a 
proper season you will be ready to listen to his proposals. 

At whatever period of your march you may thmk fit to ad 
mit an embasay from Tippoo Sultaun you will understand U 
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to be my intention, appbcable to every possible case, that no 
tieaty, either pi eluninaiy 01 definitive, should be concluded 
with him, until your army shall have effected a junction with 
that of Bombay, and shall be in a situation to commence the 
siege of his capital with a leasonable prospect of success 
If Tippoo Sultaun’s army should meet yours in the field, 
and the lesult shall be, as (undei providence) I tiust it wdl, 
a signal victory to the Biitish arms, you will not consent to 
negotiate , but you will contmue to advance towards Seim- 
gapatam. The lesult of such an action might possibly be the 
immediate i eduction of that city. In this case you will pio- 
ceed accordmg to my former instiuctions, applicable to the 
case of a successful siege. But if the fall of the city should 
not be the immediate consequence of the supposed victoiy in 
the field, you will piopose to Tippoo Sultaun, at whatever 
peiiod of time you may deem most expedient, the preliminaiy 
ai tides marked B, from which you will not depait 

If the person ofi the Sultaun should fall into your hands 
after any action with his army, you will not on that account 
delay youi maich to his capital. 

You will obseive, fiom the whole tenor of my mstructions, 
that it is my decided opimon, that no tieaty can be safely 
concluded with Tippoo Sultaun until youi aimy shall eithei 
be in actual possession of his capital, or shall command the 
effectual means of seeming its i eduction 

I take this opportunity of suggesting to you the indispen- 
sable piecaution of nevei admitting any \akeels fiom Tippoo 
Sultaun within the precincts of your camp If any confei- 
ences shall become necessary, they must always be holden at 
such a distance fiom youi lines as to preclude the possibility 
of any effect of the ti eacheiy of the enemy. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CXLVIII. 

The Earl of Mo) mng ton to the Eat I ofMacaitneij, Governo) of the Cape oj 

Good Hope 

My Lord, Fort St George, 26tli Feb 1799 

I have the honour to acknowledge the leceipt of youi 
Loidship’s letteis of the 11th and ISth of September, and of 
the 18th of Octobei. 
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The Sceptre, conveying iho traniport* from the Cope, ar- 
rived here on the 7th of January, with the troops under the 
command of General Baird Owing to the heavy eoihng of 
two of the transports, a considcmhle part of the Scotch bn 
gndc did not arrive until some days after the convoy ’I'hcy 
reached this place lu sufficient tune, however, to jom the 
grand army, and they now form a port of General Harrus 
fbree in the field. This seasonable remforcement, the timely 
omval of which must bo attnbntcd to the olacnty and vigour 
of your Lordship s Government, has not only placed the 
safety of these poiscssions beyond the reach of all immediate 
danger from the enemy, but will, 1 trust, enable mo to obtain 
effectual seennty from him against any advantages which bo 
might have expected to denro hereafter from bis alliance 
with the French 

I have sent the fi'kb to Bombay to reinforce that gam- 
son 

The reports of the state of the French army m Egypt since 
the victory of Belor ore so vague and contradictory, that it is 
difficult to draw any certain conclusion from them. It ap- 
pears however th^ the French army is not yet destroyed. 
No anthentio advices fri^m the Red Sea have been received 
by me since the ^th of August, and 1 am, therefore, ignorant 
whether Commodore BlanLett has yet reached his station, 
but whatever may be the state of affiairs m that quarter the 
early measures which I adopted for the defence of India, 
added to yoar Lordship s assistance, preclude all apprehen- 
sion of any miErhiftf. 

By this despatch I have tranamitted to lilr Secretary Bar- 
nard an abstract of the state of pobticaJ a^airs m India, which 
will apprise your Lordship of the circumstances of our actual 
situation with respect to Tippoo Sultaim and the other coun- 
try powers. 

In consequence of your Ixirdship s recommendakon, I have 
shewn every mark of cmhty and attention to Captain MichelL 
Although It was not m my power to comply with your liord 
ship a wishes, m hu favour by giving him a Company s fi*eigfat 
home, I have been enabled to allow him \o tote m cargo 
on private account, under certam regolationa lately establish 
ed m Bengal this indulgence wiD, I trust, secure hhn against 
any posaibihty of loss by his voyage fitim the Cape to this 
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place. I have, at his particular request, permitted him to 
touch at the Cape. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CXLIX. 

'riie Earl of Mornington to Colonel JFilliam Pulmei 
(Private.) 

Sir, Fort St George, March 3d, 1799. 

I employ this piivate mode of communication for the pur- 
pose of mforming you of a circumstance which has just now 
come to my knowledge. 

An original letter from Amhajee Scmdiah’s pimcipal com- 
mander in Hindostan has been found amongst the papers of 
Vizier Ah, which were taken at the attack of Mahdoo Doss’s 
Garden, from which it appeals that a treaty has been secretly 
concluded by Amhajee, on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with Yiziei All. 

The agents which have negotiated this tieaty, on the part 
of Viziei All, are Hakeem Namdar Khan, and Kamgar Khan, 
and lolah Induman. 

The treaty itself is not m possession of Government, but 
from the letter from Amhajee, and from the letters from Kam- 
gar Khan, Namdar Khan, and other papers belonging to 
Vizier Ah, there can he no doubt that the principal objects 
of this treaty are of the most hostile nature to the Company, 
and that they aie proposed to be accomplished by placmg 
Viziei Ah on the Musnud of Oude, by means of the assist- 
ance of Scindiah, and by the establishment of an union of 
inteiests between Scmdiah and Vizier Ah. 

You wiU be cautious not to disclose youi knowledge of this 
cu cumstance to any pei son whatever, but you will endeavour, 
consistently with this caution, to obtam every infoimation 
which may tend to thiow light on the motives and objects of 
this flagrant act of tieachery on the pait of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah , and you will keep a vigilant eye on all his proceed- 
ings, giving the eaihest information of them to me, to the 
Government of Foit William, and to the Resident at Hyder- 
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abad The popera which have reached mo from Calcutta do 
not enable mo to oiccrtam tho precuo tujio when the negotia 
tioD With Ambajeo wag reduced to the Tonu ofa treaty, but it 
appeora that the ncgotiadon commenced somo tnontlia pren- 
ooa to Ambajeo i omrol at tho city of Muttra, for tho pur- 
pose of arranging tho oHaira of Scmdudi in Ilindoatan, and 
that it terminated in a treaty either during tho residence of 
^Imbajee at tho city of Muttra, or shortly after hu departure 
Iroro thence. Tho considerable force now under tho com 
mand of Sir James Craig will remain assembled on the fron 
tier of Oudo and I should hope that tho knowledgo of that 
circumitanco would prevent Scuidiah or jVmbajco from making 
any movements, of a hostile tendency to the interests of the 
Company There is every reason to suppose by tho last ac 
counts fiom Oude, that tho person of Visier Ah will soon bo 
apprehended nor is there tho least ground for entertaining 
any alarm with respect to the number or character of bis 
adherents 

The army under the comniand of GenoroJ Harm, will 
enter Mysore m the course of a few days, and the general 
appearance of circumstances in that quarter aftbrds me every 
reason to hope that I shall soon be at hberty to take efiectual 
measures for Inistrating the designs of Dowlut Kao Scmdialu 
It IS possible, however that in the interval tho rashness and 
violence of his character may impel him to make some attempt 
either against the Peishwa or the Nixam. You will endeavour 
to give the earliest inlnnatiOD of any symptom which you may 
be able to discover of such a disposition on his port. 

On the flight of Viner Ah from Benares I addressed let 
ten to aH the neighhourmg powers of Hmdostan, requiring 
them respectively to deltver up to justice tho person of the 
asiasun, m case it should fiJl into their hands. Amongst 
©then a letter was despatched to Ambajee os the principal 
officerof Dowlut Kao Scmdiah on the spot. I enclose a copy 
of my letter to Ambajee, which I desire you will communicate 
to Dowlut Kao Sgndiab, together with my request, that he 
win despatch such orders to Ambajee as shall promote the 
olgect of my letter to the latter I do not expect that this 
co mmum cation will lead to any disclosure of Semdiahs real 
sentunents with respect to Visier Ah, but it may be useful 
with a view to the effectual concealment of my knowledge of 
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Scindiah’s tieachery, and may tend to quiet his apprehen- 
sions, and to pi event his motions, until a favourable moment 
shall aiiive for calhng him to account. In communicating 
the letter m question to Dowlut Rao Scindiab, you wiU ex- 
press my confident expectation, that Viziei Ah will be appre- 
hended and hi ought to justice before he can leach the domi- 
nions of Scmdiah , and you will endeavour to impiess Dowlut 
Rao with a j'ust idea of the insignificance and weakness of 
Viziei Ali, whose only claims to notice aie to be found m the 
atrocious depiavity of his disposition, and in the execrable 
enoimity of his cimies. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No CL 

T//(^ Earl of Mornington to Captain Kii kpatrick 
(Private.) 

Sir, Fort St George, March 3d, 1799 

I enclose for your information a copy of my letter of this 
date to the Resident at Poonah, and I recommend the im- 
portant intelligence which it contains to your most serious at- 
tention, relying on your discretion foi an exact observance of 
the same secrecy which I have enjomed Colonel Palmer to 
observe. It does not appear to me advisable, m the present 
moment, to hazard the disclosuie of Scindiah’s views, m then 
full extent, to Azim ul Omra , but I think it would be highly 
necessary, m my name, to point that ministei’s particular at- 
tention to the probabdzty of some attempt on the part of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah against the Nizam’s temtoiies, dming 
the progress of oui operations agamst Seimgapatam. With 
this view, it wiU be prudent to assemble whatever force can 
be collected in his Highness’s dominions at the station which 
may be deemed best calculated for lesistmg any such attack, 
observing, as fai as may be practicable, the necessary cau- 
tion of concealing the quarter from which danger is appre- 
hended 

You have been already apprized of the embassy which I 
have despatched to the Rajah of Beiai. The moment ap- 
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pear* to approach when the otlvantago to bo denvctl from tlic 
connecUon with the Court of Nagporo may become highly 
important m the fcaio of our pohtical relation*. It would bo 
deimible to cement this connccUon through tho mean* of die 
Court of Hyderabad j ami pcrhapi, ultimately, to form a dc 
fensiro alhanco, of which Sclndiah u well a* Tippoo should 
bo the object To such an oUuincc (i^ it were possible to 
anbcipato ony vicniUudo of the irresolute and capricious po- 
licy of Baagy Rao) it might be supposed that he would rea- 
dily accede , the advantages of to his power and authority 
bebg obvious and connderablo ; indeed it U difficult to fore- 
see any other issue to tho present distractions of the Oovem- 
naent of Poonah than the total rum of the PeUhwa s authority 
and power or the reduction of Scindiah s Influence and force 
np d it IB equally evident, that the Pclshwa can nei’er obtom 
the means of ejecting such a reduction without the assistance 
of the Nuam and of the British force. Until tho war with 
Mysore shall be brought to a concluiion, it ?riU not be pru 
dent to undertake any bostiie operations against Scmdioh, 
and It miut depend npon the nature of his views, as well os 
of his means of carrying them into eflect at the conelution of 
the war with Mysore whether it may be necessary or expe- 
dient to tom our arms against him. 

If he should pursue his present perfidious and unprincipled 
course, every coosideratloa, both of justice and pohey will 
require us to take the most eflfectual measures for the reduc- 
tion of hij power, and as no improvement con reasonably be 
expected in the character of his pohey wo must now lay the 
foundations of such a system os may enable us to defeat bis 
unwarrantable and destmetrve view*. I enclose a letter for 
Mr Colehrooke, Resident at Nogpore, which I have left open 
for your perusal and of which a copy shall bo sent to yon by 
the first opportumty 

I am, &C. 

Mobktnotow 
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No. CLI. 

The Earl of Mormngton to H Colebroohe, Esq Resident loith the Rajah 

of Berar, Nagpoie, 

[Enclosed in the Governor General’s letter to Captain Kirkpatrick of the 

3rd March, 1799 ] 

Sir, 

With this lettei you will i eceive copies of my private des- 
patches of this date to the Residents at Poonah and Hydei- 
abad. 

You will understand the mjunctions of secrecy contained in 
those despatches to apply to yourself, as well as to those to 
whom they aie immediately addressed. 

My verbal instructions to you on yoiu departuiefrom Fort 
Wilham, pioceeded no further than to direct you to endeavour 
to asceitam and lepoit to me the chaiacter, disposition, views 
and interests of the Rajah of Berar, the nature and extent 
of his resources and military force, and the best means of 
availing ourselves of his alhance, in the event of hostihties, 
either with Zemaun Shah or Tippoo Sultaun. 

The local position of the Rajah’s teriitoiies appears to 
render him a pecuhaily serviceable ally against Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, if the progress of that chief’s unjustifiable designs 
should induce a necessity of i educing his powei in Hm- 
dostan. ' 

The enclosed letters will afford’ sufficient proof of the pro- 
babihty of such a contingency, agamst which early piecau- 
tions must be taken. 

I, therefore, wish you to turn your attention immediately to 
the consideration of a tieaty of defensive alliance, against the 
detected projects of Scindiah, between the Rajah of Beiai, 
the Nizam, and the Company, ivith power to the Peishwa to 
accede to it whenever he shall think fit. 

The fundamental prmciple of the tieaty should be a reci- 
procal guarantee of the respective possessions of the con- 
tracting powers, mcludmg the lights of their alhes. 

However evident the hostile designs of Scindiah may be, 
in the actual state of affairs, it is not prudent to propose to 
the Rajah of Berar, or even to the Peishwa or to the Nizam, 
a tieaty of defence nominally against Scmdiah Even the 
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prelimmary mcaiuro* for otceriaimng tho clupojition of the 
Rajah of Boror on this subject, must bo tal.cn with tho great 
eit caution. Tho object of our apprehension sliould appear 
to be Tippoo Sultaun j and although *' any other enemy of 
tho contracting powers'* may bo named m general terms, no 
fuggesUon should yet bo given by which the name of Scindiah 
could be brought into question. The Rajah of Berar, os an 
estate of the Mohratta empire, is a party to our defensive en 
gagements with tho Pcishwa against Tippoo Sultaun. But 
these engagements do not preclude a more particular connec- 
tion founded on the same basis, and directed to the same 
general objects. 

A treaty might, therefore, bo proposed to the Rajah, the 
immediate and ostensible object of which should be to 
strengthen and dehne his defensuo engogements against 
Tippoo Sultaun, but the terms of which should be such as to 
admit the msertioa of Scindiolit name if such a measure 
should become necessary pronously to the conclusion of the 
treaty 

With these suggestions in your mind, I wish you to pro- 
ceed to collect such mfornuUion as may be safely attainable 
concerning the degree of assistance which we might expect 
from the Riyah of Berar m any contest with Scmdiah , and I 
desire you also to commeuce the negotmtion of a treaty 
grounded on the principles which I have stated You will 
take care not to encourage any sentunent m the mind of the 
Rajah incompatible with the feudatory duties which he owes 
to the Peuhwa. I have no reason to believe that be now on- 
tertams any sentiment of this nature, but I warn you against 
the possible efiects of any such disposition. 

You wili omit no endeavour to famlitste the intercourse be- 
tween Nagpore and Hyderabad, and you will regularly trans- 
mit copies of all your despatches to me to tho Resident at 
the Nixam ■ Court with whom it might also be desirable that 
you should open a private correspondence. You will trans- 
mit to the Gorenuiient at Fort William copies of all your 
despatches to me. 

1 am, &C. 

Moriiinoton 
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No. cm 
(Private ) 

Str Alured Clai he to the Earl of Mot mngton 
My Dear Lord, Fort William, March 5th, 1/99 

Your letter of the 19th last, leached me on the Srd mstant, 
and reheved my mmd extiemely by the mannei m which you 
mentioned the progress of the aimy, and the extent of the 
provision that the supply of treasure sent fi om hence afforded 
it , as I was very apprehensive lest the delay of its aiiival at 
Madras should have been attended with serious mconvem- 
ence. Cooke made a moie expeditious voyage from the 
mouth of the iiver than we expected, and he seems to have 
moved with redoubled alacrity in pursuit of the enemy you 
heaid of, and that he afterwards leaimt was blockmg up this 
port, and capturing our vessels at the Sand-heads, wheie he 
met with the formidable ship ha Foite on the night of the 
28th, and took her aftei an engagement of one hour and forty 
minutes The action was highly honorable to him, and the 
British navy , and m these pomts of view must be gratifymg 
to us all , but alas ’ the melancholy cloud that is thrown ovei 
the bright piospect by the seveie, if not moital wound that 
our truly gallant friend has received , and the loss of that 
worthy officer, Captain Davis, of your Lordship’s family who 
accompamed him, has cast a cruel gloom on the spirits of 
every one, and grieved me to a degree that I cannot describe; 
but which I have reason to think your own feelings will ena- 
ble you to estimate. 

My dear Lord, with great truth and esteem. 

Your most obedient. 

And most faithful humble servant, 

Alured Clarke. 


* Captam Cooke, of lus Majesty’s ship the SybiUe, who was sent by the 
Governor General m pursmt of the La Forte He was an officer of the 
hwhest merit . he died of the wounds received in this srallant action 
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No CLIll 
(Private.) 

Sir Alwrtd Cltrkt (o tkt E*rl 

My DfiAE I>OBD Fort BlorcIiStli ]700 

The vexntioai conduct of the Burmalif on our coatern 
frontier, where we were »o slenderly provided with troops, 
and tho check we met with on the attack of one of their 
posts, has given mo some uneasiness. I, therefore, on flnd- 
mg the 76di regiment could bo left with uj, determined to 
send part of the 1st europcan regiment to Chithgong by sea, 
with a few pieces of heavier ordnance than was there before, 
m order to force their stockades, which were too strong for 
hght artillery if that should become necessary and to put 
tho whole under the command of Major General Dcaro ; and 
arrangements wexo making for It, but yesterday we received 
an account of the Burmahs having evacuated their works 
with an intention to quit our temtones, leaving loUers, sealed 
up m bamboos, attached to poles bearing flags, directed for 
our Commanding officer copies of which with the rest of tho 
correspondence shall he sent to you What their real mten- 
tions may be it is difficult to Lnow, but these strange letters 
manifesto determination to persevere m the recovery of the 
Mugg refugees who they say we protect, and withhold from 
them contrary to right and justice , and that there can be no 
peace between them and the EngLsh, while the Muggi and 
tee arfi one I, therefore still thmk u right to send the ad- 
ditional ordnance and stores with a smaller detachment of 
Europeans than I at first intended, as they can easily be 
brought back if not wanted, and General Deare will have 
orders to eriUTun e the country thoroughly and report his 
opmions of the best posts, and fittest means to afford it pro- 
tection against the incursions of these people, by either land 
or water m future. 

I am with true respect and esteem 
My dear Lord, your most obedient 

And most fiuthM humble servant, 

Alueed Claeke. 
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No. CLIV. 

Lieui -General Stuart to the Earl of Mormngton 
My Lord, Seedapore, Sth March, 1799 

I had the honoui to address your Loidship on the 20th 
ultimo, and havmg marched fi.om Cananoie on the following 
day, agreeably to my intimation of that date, I arrived at the 
top of Poodiacheiiim Ghaut, on the 25th of the same month. 

I mfoimed your Lordship, that it was my intention to as- 
sume a defensive position close to the frontieis, and there 
await, m conformity to General HaiTis’s instructions under 
the 24th of December, his further orders. 

In pursuance of this plan I moved the corps successively 
foiwaid, and placed them in such situations, as might enable 
me the most promptly, to form the proposed junction with 
the pimcipal army. 

On the 2nd instant, the light brigade consistmg of three 
native battahons under the command of Lieut -Colonel Mon- 
tresor, took up their ground at Seedaseie, the boundary of 
the Coorga country, and about seven miles distant from Peiia- 
patam. 

The main body of the army, with the park and provisions, 
remamed at Seedapore and Ahmootenaar , the first eight 
miles and the lattei twelve, from the advanced position 

It may be necessary to inform your Lordship, that I was 
in some measure compelled from the natuie of the country, 
which is every where covered by thick jungle, to place the 
army in several divisions , but I had a further view m occu- 
pying the post at Seedasere, m order to preserve a more 
leady communication with General Harris, as this was the 
only spot from whence the signals estabhshed between the two 
armies could be observed. Although I had no reason to ap- 
prehend any immediate attack, I thought it advisable to 
adopt the precaution of encamping the corps at such short 
distances, as would either enable me to move without much 
loss of time into the enemy’s territory, or to support, if occa- 
sion should require it, any quarter that might stand in need 
of assistance. 

In the course of the morning of the 5th, an extensive en- 
campment was unexpectedly obseived to be formmg on this 
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uide of the fort of PcnopaUim Tliij circumstance was tlU- 
covered at 10 o clock m the forenoon, as tho enemy were 
taking up their ground, by a party of ohserratjon on tho 
summit of the high lull of Sccdoacre uhich commands a 
view of the Mysore almost to tlio environs of Scnngaiwtam 
Before the evening, this encampment osaumed a very fomu 
dable appearance and covered a great extent of ground- 
We were able to count from J to 100 tents, amongst the 
number some of largo dnnensions were dutinguisbcd, and 
particularly one of a green colour that seemed to denote tho 
pretence of the Sultaun- However much tho probability of 
of thii orcumstanco might bo strenghtened by tho rcspecta 
ble appearance of the encampment, it was contradicted by tlio 
evidence of two hurcarrahs, wlio Imd recently amved from 
Senngapatam. These men generally reported, that Tippoo 
had marched with all his forces on the 20th ultimo, to oppose 
the progress of the Madras oray, and tliat the Benky Nabob 
commanded the only force in the field that remained in the 
neighbourhood of SenngapatoiD Thu force was repretentod 
to be encamped at Caneoinbaddy and to consist of 5000 
Piadas or irregular mfontry, who were said to be intended os 
a corering party to 7000 Brmjanes and directed to bring os 
moch provisions, os they could collect about Penapatom to 
the cspitaL 

In this state of uncertainty, I thought it prudent to rein- 
force liieuL-Colonel Mootresors brigade with an additional 
battahon of Sepoys and waited for more correct mtelhgence 
which I expected hourly to act with the whole of my forces 
os affairs might render necessary 

On the morning of the 6th Major General Hartley went 
forward to reconnoitre and At br^ of day from the hiH of 
observation the whole of the enemy s army was discovered to 
be m motion j but their movenoentJ were so well concealed by 
the woodiness of the country and the haxiness of the atmos- 
phere, that it was impossible to ascertain their object nor m 
feet was this discovered untfl they hnH penetrated a consi- 
derable way in the jangle, and commcnc^ an attack upon 
onr line, which happened between the hoars of 9 and 10 

The enemy pierced through the jungles with such surety 
and expedition, that they attacked the rear and the front of 
our Ime almost at tho same instant. This despatch pre> ented 
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moie than three of our coips being engaged, as the fourth, 
which was posted two miles and a half in the rear, was una- 
ble to form a junction, from the enemy having cut in between 
them and Seedasere. The communication was effectually 
obsti'ucted by a column, which, accoiding to the reports of 
our prisoners, consisted of upwards of 5000 men under the 
command of Baber Jung 

Fortunately befoie the enemy had accomphshed their pur- 
pose, Major Geneial Haitley had time to apprise me of their 
attack, and remained himself to give any assistance that might 
be necessary. The best position was assumed for repulsmg 
the enemy, and in this alaiming situation the coips defended 
themselves with so much lesolution, that the Sultaun’s troops 
were unable to make any impression. The brigade was on 
every side completely suiiounded, and had to contend against 
a vast disparity of numbeis, besides othei discouraging cir- 
cumstances 

As soon as I received intelligence of the perilous situation 
of the right brigade, I marched to their assistance with the 
two flank companies of his Majesty’s 75th regiment and the 
whole of the 77th, I arrived about half past two m sight of 
the division of the enemy, who had penetrated mto the rear, 
and possessed themselves of the great road leading to Seeda- 
seie The engagement lasted nearly half an hour, when after 
a smart fire of musketiy on both sides, the enemy were com- 
pletely routed, and fled with precipitation through the jungles 
to regain their column, which still contmued the attack in 
fi ont. On arriving at Lieut -Colonel Montresor’s post, I 
found his men exhausted with fatigue, and their ammunition 
almost expended At 20 mmutes past 3 the enemy retreated 
in all dnections. 

For this decisive, and, I hope your Lordship will allow, 
brilliant success, consider mg the small number of troops who 
engaged, under very great disadvantages, probably the flower 
of Tippoo Sultaun’s army, I feel myself pecuharly indebted to 
the judicious disposition foi defence made by General Hart- 
ley. He embraced the opportunity of obseiving the motions 
of the enemy fiom the hiU, I have above mentioned, and was 
thus enabled to advise Lieut.-Colonel Montresor of the best 
method for defeating them. I beg leave also to inform your 
Lordsliip, that my best thanks are due to Lieut.-Colonel 
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Montreaor for IiU very acUvo exertion*, and to tlio ofllcora 
and men, including the artillery ofhi* bngadc, for tbcir gal 
lant and iteady bebaviour throughout tho whole of this ardu 
ou* affair Lieut. Colonel Dunlop and tho European din- 
won under hi* command# arc hkowuo entitled to my particu 
lar approbation for their spirited conduct, which finally routed 
tho enemy 

Oor lo*i on thu occasion i* far lc»» than could reasonably 
have been expected, and I have the honour to cncloao for 
your Lordship t Information a return of thu circumatancc 

It was impouiblo to ascertain the exact loss sustained by 
the enemy, hut it must havo been heavy, os m the course of 
so long an action they were often exposed m crowds to tho 
fire of grape shot and voUie* of musquotry Sovernl men of 
distinction wero killed, and soma wounded oflicen Imre been 
made pnioners. I have tho honour to enclose tho informa- 
tion of Mosdin Khan BhuUishy and tho Commander of a 
Kutchery the prisoner of greatest nude who has fallen 
wounded into our hands but concumng reports state that 
Meet Ghofar is amoogit the slam. 

As the otHtiiI of General Hams at Senngapatam will not 
happen at so early a period, as he first mtended, the imme- 
diate possession of the post of Scedasero was no longer on 
object of such consequence, and to retam it, while Tippoo 
continued in force at Penapotam became on affair of senou* 
difficulty The secresy and eipedibon with which he had 
planned his late enterprise and the correct mtelhgence, that 
the leaders of his columns appeared to have obtained of the 
pnvnte route* through the Coorga jungles, led to an oplmon 
that he wonld not remain satiyfied with this abortiTe attempt 
but might endeavour to penetrate by another direction to Ae 
southward still more open than the paasage of Seedasere, 
where he would only be opposed by Coorga. This consider- 
ation derived a greater weight, aa if he succeeded m foremg 
this entrance it would throw him into onr rear and put him 
m all probahflity m possession of the great depdt of nee col- 
lected by the C^rga Biyob These motiTe* have induced 
me to relinquish the post at Seedasere and to collect the 
whole of my force at tho* place I have accordingly made a 
disposition either to defend my position against tho Sultaun, 
if he should agom adventure to attack it, or to move in de- 
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fence of any part of the Cooiga Rajah’s teiritories that the 
enemy may threaten, provided it shall endangei our magazme 
of pio\’isions , otherwise I shall remain on the defensive, until 
I receive advice fiom General Hams. 

Smce the action of the 6th, the enemy have contmued in 
then.' camp atPeiiapatam, nor have I any intelligence eithei of 
the Sultaun’s designs, or of the motives, that mduced him to 
undertake his piesent enterpnse. It is not likely that he will 
remain longei in this neighbourhood, than after he receives 
mtelhgence of General Harris having entered the Mysore- 

As my commumcation with General Hams is become inse- 
suie, I must take the liberty of lequesting your Lordship to 
inform him of such part of these particulars as may appeal to 
you necessary. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself most respectfully. 
My Lord, your Lordship’s 

Most obedient humble servant. 

J. Stuart. 

P.S. By some prisoners, who have been just now brought 
m by the Coorga Rajah’s people I am informed, that the loss 
of the enemy was very great, and that many men of the first 
distinction fell They mention Seyed or Meei Ghofar and 
the Bulky Nabob, who led the center attack among the 
killed It is added, howevei, that the Sultaun is collecting 
more forces, and is determined to make a second attack. 


No. CLV. 

(Private and Secret ) 

The Earl of Mormngton to Lieut -Geneial Sir Alured Clarke 

My Hear Sir, Fort St George, 8tli Marcli, \799 

1. A letter received to day from Mr. Barlow, enclosmg an 
extract of news fiom Ambajee’s camp, of the 4th and 5th of 
February, appears to leqmre that I should fiirnish you with 
a particular statement of my sentiments, with regard to the 
distribution and conduct of our mihtaiy force on the north 
western fiontiei of Oude. 

2. In every piivate letter which I have written to you since 
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the retreat of Zemaun Sbnb appcoretl probable, I have uni- 
formlj desired that a rcspccUblo force should bo maintained 
on that frontier, with a view to cheeb the possible designs of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiali 

3 I am persuaded, therefore, that notwithstandmg the se- 
paration of Sir James Craig ■ army, you have still left a con- 
siderable body of troops m Uio vicinity of those districts, 
which would probably become the theatre of warm the event 
of hostihties witli Scindiah, or with those who command h» 
army in Hmdoston 

4 The papers found hi Vulcr Ah s house after hu flight, 
leave no doubt that ^imbajee has concluded a treaty with 
Vixicr AH of a tendency evidently hostJe to the Nabob 
Visier and to the Company and Semdiah must be respon- 
sible for the acts of Ambajee, who is lus avowed Lieutenant, 
and who refers directly to liis authority m the papers relating 
to the treaty with Viaer AIl 

6. It IS unfortunate and unacconntabb, that the Magistrate 
of Benares should not have forwarded to Calcutta ot a much 
earher penod the papers relating to this treoty nearly a 
month has been lost by this strange and censurable delay 
Had any racceii attended Vuior Alfs efforts m Gomick 
pore this delay might have been of fatal consequence. One 
evil has already arisen from it, which however I trust may 
soon be remedied 1 mean the dispersion of Sir James Craigs 
army, a measure which would not have been recommended 
by me nor adopted by you, if we had been m posseasion of 
the papers of "^ler AIl 

6. My Wish IS that you should without delay reassemble in 
Oude, such a force as you may deem adequate to the object 
of checLing not only the army now under tbe Command of 
Ambajee but eventually the whole of Semdiah ■ force if that 
Chief should return mto Hindostan Yon will also keep m 
view the probability of early offensive operation^ aganut the 
dominions of Scmdiah- 

7 The reassembling of the army may possibly alarm Am- 
biyee and Sem d i ah and an explanabon may bo demanded of 
the mobves of such a step You will ascribe it to the escape 
of Viiier Ah ftt>m Benares to the probahflity of hu attempt- 
ing to join Zemaun Shah and to the consequences which that 
e\ent might produce. 
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8 The force being assembled, which you may deem neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of the stated objects, you will 
regulate its operations according to the followmg sugges- 
tions 

9 If Ambaj’ee or Scindiah, oi any part of the forces of 
eithei, should commence actual hostilities against the Com- 
pany or the Nabob Vizier, or should make any movement 
evidently of an hostile nature against the possessions of either, 
you will of course i epel the aggression , and you will further 
take such steps as may appear most likely to distress the 
enemy, Imiitmg, however, tlie operations of the army to the 
countries situated within the Dooab, with the exception of 
the City of Agra which you will seize, if it should appear ad- 
visable to possess It. 

10. If hostilities should commence in the manner supposed 
in the preceding paragi'apbs, you will use every endeavour to 
excite the Rajpoots and other tributaiies against Scmdiah, 
and to induce the Rajahs of Jynagui and Jodopoie to enter 
zealously into the war , you will at the same time take the 
proper steps for supporting and encouraging the exertions of 
the partizans of the Bhyes and Lukwaje Dada, together with 
all persons in the family or seivice of Scindiah, who may be 
disalFected to his Government. 

11. By remaining within the Dooab, (under the exception 
stated, with respect to the city of Agia,) you will afford more 
effectual protection to the possessions of the Viziei and of 
the Company than you could expect to furnish, if your army 
were to advance further into the hereditary dominions of 
Scindiah, wheie, as well as m his possessions between the 
Chumbul and the Jumna, he wiH be sufficiently distressed by 
the opeiations of the Rajpoots and of other internal, and do- 
mestic enemies. 

12. Unless the possession of Delhi should be deemed ab- 
solutely essential horn military considerations, the operations 
of oui army should not be directed against that city What- 
ever advantages might be expected m any collateral view 
from that possession, the pohtical embanassments which 
must be the immediate consequence of its falling into our 
hands are so numerous and inextiicable, as to render me pe- 
culiarly anxious to avoid the possibihty of such an event 

13. The movement of Ainbajee into Scindiah’s possessions 
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in tho Dooab, would become «uipiciouj in proportion to the 
ma^tudo of tho force employed in a position to farorablo to 
the invasion of Code. iVnd if the whole or tlio greater part 
of tho army of Ambajeo ihould posa tho Jumna, with what 
ever motiTe, no doubt will ante in my mind, that, witli the 
knowledge which wo posscM of tho engogements existing 
between Ambajeo and Vixicr Ah, the justice of our attacking 
the former under sucli cucumstonces would be lucontroverti 
hie I am equally satufied of tho pohey of reducing tho power 
of Sondiah, whenever the opportunity shall appear advan- 
tageous But while Scuidioh shall remain m the Deccan, 
and while onr armies shall bo engaged in war with Xippoo 
Sultaun, Scindiah will possess considerable means of embar- 
mssiDg us in that quarter, for this reason ft is oxtrcmoly de- 
sirable to avoid hostOideg with hnn until either bis return to 
Hindostan, or a peace with Tippoo Sultaun sball place onr 
affairs m a condition which may enable us to punish the 
treachery of Scindiah with more effect. I consider tho junc 
hon of Semduths army with tliat of Ambajee, even if their 
combined object should evidently bo the attack of Oude, os 
an event much less fomudable to us m tho present moment, 
than the consequences to be apprehended from the operations 
of Scindiah s army alone, either st Poonah, m the domimons 
of the Nisam, or in Mysore. Notwithstanding, therefore, 
the just suspicions which would arise from the airiTal m the 
Dooab of the whole or of the greater part of Ambajee s 
force, hostilities must not be considered as the neceisary con- 
sequence of such a movement. 

14' bowerer, that morement tboald b& andenCly con* 
nected with a design of mrading the possessions of the Na 
bob Vlner, and of the Company, and if the success of such 
a movement would essentially facibtate the prosecution of 
that design, self defence must require you to anticipate the 
projects of the enemy by the seasonable commencement of 
hot tih ties. 

15. But you will nerer forget, that every consideration of 
policy sbould induce us to abstam from bostibties with Sem- 
diah m the present moment, and you will accordingly give 
the strongest caution to the officer who shall command the 
array to be oMembled in Oude, not to proceed to extremity 
imless the safety of our possessions or of those of the Visier 
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bliould absolutely demand the attack of Ambajee’s army. If 
Vi/ier Ah should effect his escape and should be received by 
Ambajee, previously to the arrival of the lattei in the Dooab, 
you will demand the delivery of Vuier All’s person according 
to the established piactice of all civilized nations, which 
authorizes the demand of the persons of assassins and rob- 
beis flying from justice. The lefusal of Ambaj'ee is not in 
this case, however, to be deemed a sufficient giound of hosti- 
lity. But if Ambajee shall arrive in the Dooab with the whole 
or with the greater part of his army, if Vizier All m that po- 
sition should accompany Ambajee’s foices, and iimbajee 
under such circumstances shall refuse to deliver him up to the ' 
Company’s Goveinraent, I authorize you to conunence hosti- 
hties against Ambajee. In any case in Avhich hostihties shall 
be conmienced you will understand it to be my wish, that they 
should be prosecuted according to the principles stated in 
paragraphs 9, 10, 11, 13, of this letter. 

16. If Scindiah should return to Hindostan from the 
Deccan, and on any pretence should enter the Dooab ^vlth his 
whole army, or with a considerable part of it, such a step 
would be so evident a proof of his design to fulfil his engage- 
ments with Viziei Ali, that I have no hesitation m authorizing 
you in this case to commence hostihties without delay. 

I am, &c &c., 

Mornijigton. 


No. CLVI 

Lmit -Colonel Read to the Earl of Mormngton 
My Lord, Camp near Ryakota, 12th March, 1799 

I have particular satisfaction in acquainting your Lordship, 
that I have just returned from the army, after havmg dehver- 
ed over 35,000 loads of different articles of supply m safety, 
which upon a calculation delivered into General Hariis, ap- 
pears to be a month’s provisron for 30,000 fighting men and 
40,000 followers 

My Lord, your Lordship’s, 

Most obedient humble servant, 

Alexander Read. 
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Fnm iMt <7«vra#r Gaurwl /# Hanfff KiulUH 

FortStOeor^ I5tb March 1709 
I h&To been Informed, by llie honorable Mr Duncan, of 
the leal you havo monifcitcd m promoting the aucccaa of the 
concern* entrusted toMchedyAh Kbaun, which ha* aflbrdcd 
mo great pleasure and sattsfactiom I entertain a high sense 
of these your laudable endearours and, considering you os a 
•mcerc fiaend and well wisher of the Engluh, I look with 
confidence to expencnce, atill further, the benefits of this 
good disposition in the continuance of your labours and ox 
ertion*. May the Almighty doily odd to the number and ce- 
lebrity of your good quahties. I beg you to consider me at 
oTI tinip-a goUatous for your welfare, and desirous of your at 
tachment. As a testimony of the satisfaction which your con- 
duct hoa offorded me, I have transmitted a Kielaut for you 
through Mehedy All Khaum You will no doubt cousider it 
as a mark of my sincere regard and contmue disposed, as 
hitherto, to promote the serrice of the Bntub nation. For 
farther psrticalars I refer you to Mr Duncan s letters 


No CLVUL 

TV ^ u Jiemr Admtrtl {Uituer 

SlE, Fort St Georrfc, leth March 1799 

Whilo I oflTer you my most cordial congratulations on an 
event lo honourable to your command and to the reputation 
of the British arms m India, as the capture of the French fH- 
gate La Forte by the SybiUe^ it is with inexpressible sorrow 
that I condole with you on the probable (I fear almost certain) 
fate of the gallant and able officer who bm so brilliantly dis> 
tmguished himself on this occasion My particular friendship 
for bnn will render his loss a most senoos object of regret to 
me. I am itiH willing to flatter myself that his wounds may 
not prove mortal and his having survived the action so long, 
aflbrds a fomt ray of hope that be may not be lost to his 
fncndi and to his country Captain Davies was one of my 
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Aicles-de-Caiiip and Foit-Adjutant at Fort Wdliani. He 
obtained my permission to accompany Captain Cooke as a 
volunteer. 

I take tins opportunity of recommending again to your 
serious consideration the necessity of stationing some of youi 
strongest ships at Bombay as soon as the navigation of the 
Red Sea shall he opened. The necessity of this suggestion 
would become less uigent if you should soon learn that Com- 
modore Blankett had reached his station, and was supeiior to 
the enemy in that quaitei, oi if 3'ou should leceive authentic 
accounts of the destruction of the Fiench army m Egypt. 
But in any event the gariison of Bombay has been so much 
leduced by the necessary diafts for the coast of Malabai, 
that It would be extremely desirable to piotect the harboiii 
of Bombay dining the whole of the approaching monsoon by 
a stiong naval foice. I have already stated to your Excel- 
lency, in a foimer despatch, that tins is an object of gieat 
anxiety to the Goveinment at home, and all the consideiation 
which I have been enabled to give to the subject, induces me 
to take the liberty of adding my opinion to theirs, and of 
submitting the matter to your judgment with an anxious hope 
that it may appear to you in the same light m which I have 
viewed it. If youi Excellency should intend any distribution 
of youi force, founded on the piinciple which I have stated, 
an early communication of it to the Government of Bombay 
would tend to quiet their alaims. 

1 have the honour to be, &c 

Morningion. 


No CLIX. 

The Marquis Cornwallis to the Sail of Moi nington 

My dear Lord, Dubbn Castle, March 18th, 1799 

I httle thought when we parted that my fiist lettei to you 
would have been dated from this place, but my evil stais have 
determined that I nevei should enjoy qmet or comfort, and 
after relieving me from what I then thought a painful task, (a 
second embai kation foi India) have driven me into a situation 
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Prendcncy, I now dcapjitcb tlio Sijbille to Calcutta for a 
further lupply , and tho extraordinary exertion of hu Excel 
lency the Vice-Prc*ident m Counedj aBjlilcd by the dibgcnco 
and ability of Mr Thomaa Mjera, the Accountant General 
of Bengal, fumiihcd me with on additional aid of twenty loca 
withm 10 short a tune, thot the movement of tlic army was not 
delayed for on instant on account of a deficiency of treasure, 
and Lieutenant General Hams was pronded with a sufficient 
supply of specio to maintain his army m the field until tbo 
month of May 

Tippoo Sultaim remaining silent for a considcrablo tune, 
after the receipt of my loiter of tho 0th of January, I con- 
cluded that his object must be to delay his answer untd tho 
season should be so far advanced os to render the capture of 
Seringapatom mipracdcablo during tbo present year 

In the mean whilo the advices from Busaoroh, Bagdad, 
CoDStantmoplc, and Bombay were of so uncertain a nature at 
to leave me still m doubt with respect to tlie condition of the 
French army m Egypt the only safe conclosion which could 
be drawn from those advices being, that the French still mam- 
tained the possession of that country with a large army 

No mtelhgence bad been received from the Red Sea re- 
spectmg the amrai of any of bis Majesty a ships on tbwt 
statxan, nor had I been able to ascertain with any degreo of 
accuracy what means the French might either have provided, 
or might find on the spot to enable them to reach the Sul 
taims donnmoDs. 

In addition to these orcumstances 1 knew that, while 
Tippoo SultauD bad declined to receive an ambassador from 
the Honourable Company, and had omitted to answer my 
late letters be had despatched native vakeels from Seringa- 
patam, who, together with AL Du Buc (one of the leaden of 
the French force raised m the Isle of Franco under M. 
Malartic s proclamatioD) were on the pomt of embarking at 
Tranquebar with an avowed mission from the Sultaun to the 
Executive Directory of France. 

On the 3rd of February I had received no answer from the 
Sulfaun to my letter of the 9th of January although the 
commumcstion between Senngapatam and Fort St. George 
does not require at the most, a longer tune than eight, and 
is sometimes effected m four days. 
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In Older, tlierefoie, to defeat the object of the Sultaun’s 
silence, and to avad myself of the actual superiority of our 
foice, and of tlic advantages of tlie piesent season, before the 
Fieiicli could effect any junction with him, I determined to 
commence hostilities without delay, and to suspend all nego- 
tiation, until the united forces of the Company and of their 
allies should have made such an impiession on the territories 
of Mysore, as might give full effect to our fjust lepresenta- 
tions. 

With these views, on the 3d of February, I dii’ected Lieut - 
Geneial Flams to enter the territoiy of Mysoie with the 
army assembled under his command ; and on the same day I 
issued orders to Lieut.-General Stuait, to be piepaied to 
cooperate from Malabar, and I signified to Rear-Admiral 
Rainier, and to the several alhes of the Company, that I now 
considered the British Government in India to be at war with 
Tippoo Sultaun. 

At length, on the 13th of February, I received from Tippoo 
Sultaun the letter marked No. 7,*^ informing me, that, “ being 
ficquently disposed to make excuisions and hunt,” he was, 
“ accordingly, pioceeding upon a hunting excursion,” and 
desiring that I would “ despatch Majoi Doveton slightly at- 
tended or unattended.” 

But the season for negotiation, through the pacific chan- 
nels, so often oflfered by me, was now elapsed. After mature 
dehbeiation, on the grounds aheady stated, I had directed 
the advance of the army into the territoiy of the Sultaun, 
and I had signified to the alhes my determmation to pioceed 
to hostihties To have delayed the advance of the aimy, 
would at once have thrown the advantages which I then pos- 
sessed into the hands of Tippoo Sultaun, and have rendered 
the siege of his capital impracticable duiuig the present sea- 
son. On the other hand, an embassy, combined with the 
hostile irruption of oui army into Mysore, would have been 
liable to the imputation of insmcerity towards Tippoo Sultaun, 
and while it bore the appearance of mdecision in the eyes of 
the allies, would have promoted, and perhaps, warranted a 
smiilai degree of instability in their councils and operations. 

The design of this tardy, reluctant, and insidious assent to 


* See p 433 
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the admiwion of an cmbaaiy from the Brituh Government 
could be considered in no otlicr UgUt tlian that of a now orti 
flee for the purposo of gaming time, until a clmngc of cir- 
cumstances and of BcaRon might enable tlic Sultaun to avail 
himself of the ossutonce of France Tliii conclusion was 
now confirmed by my knowledge of iho actual embarkation 
of M. Du Buc and two native \akecls on an embassy from 
Tippoo to the ExecuUvo Directory of Franco, on event winch 
took place at Tranquebar on the 7th of February 

I ^ereforc, rephed to the letter of Tippoo Sultaun m the 
terms of the cnclosuro. No 8* in which I Imvo declared 
Lieut. General Hama to bo the only person now authonicd 
by me to receive and to answer whatever communications the 
Sultaun may think fit to moke, with a view to the restoration 
of peace on such conditions as appear to the olhes to be in- 
dispensably necessary to their common security This letter 
I directed General Hams to forward to the- Sultaun, on the 
day on which the army under bis command should pass the 
fronber, and at the some time 1 bistructed him to issue m 
the name of the allies, the accompanying declaration marked 
No.9t 


See p. -153 

+ The foUowiof Ij s copy of the dedmrUloD t — 

TTu »f GtTgt Htrru CookxwidnAm-Chef 

^€3 AJ# nd tit m tit etts/t ^ 

t^i MtUhtr I9 tkt ZtwandtTt or PoG^^trt Damtci* De 
tptMdia C*aooMftet Ptitdt Sktmitgw tMdtttU^umvU 

itrt Stn'uUtdtn Atfladtrt *Mtl oiitr OUt^taUt Sfytort vi« tktU 
recvfpe lAs CttiptM^t CoteU 

Whereai Tippoo SulUun hsTlng concluded in offeiuire *111^ 
the Frencli, the Inrelermta enonie* of tho JBngUih the Peuhnt, lad tbs 
Nlnm of Decsn rejected lU orerturos on their put for effecting an 10- 
commodatlon, and giring proofa that ho only waited tho arriTti of tho 
French to inTolfe all India U » warj tho allies havo tent their armies Into 
thlj country under my eomoiand, to frustrate his ambitious dorigns, and 
to secure their posaesrions against tho future attempts of such insidious 
enemies. 

These being the riem of the allies I come not to make xnr upon the 
defenceless Inhihitanti of this country but to recaro yon under their 
protection, and promise you perfect tecority under tbm gOTemment, 
ftdlUato the carrying these intentions Into execution Lieut -Colonel 
Alexander Read, the same officer under whoso administration you expo- 
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The Nizam’s contingent consists of above 6000 of the llo- 
nouiable Company’s troops subsidized by Ins Highness, of 
about the same number of Ins own infantry, (including a pro- 
portion of M. Peron’s sepoys, now commanded by Biitisli 
ofKcers,) and of a large body of cavalry. 

This foice, under the general command of Meei Allum, 
foiined a junction m ith the Biitish army on the 19th Febiuaiy . 
and it is with the gieatest satisfaction that I leinark to your 
Honour able Court the beneficial effects which the Company 
has already derived from the recent improvement of our alli- 
ance with the Court of Hyderabad. The Nizam’s contingent 
actually arrived in the vicinity of Chittoor, in a state of pre- 
paration for the field, before General Plarris was ready to 
proceed on Ins march from Vellore. 

I have annexed to this despatch the last return of Lieut.- 
General Harris’s ainny, previous to his passing the frontier , 
an army more completely appointed, moie amply and liberally 
supplied in every department, or moi e perfect m its discipline, 
and in the acknowledged experience, abdity, and zeal of its 

nenccd last war the benefits of a British Government, is ag’ain appointed 
to superintend the affairs of all the districts dependent on Mysore that 
maybe reduced by the armies of the Ent^lish , and as a further indication 
thereof, coivle flag's shall be distributed over the country, and safe-guards 
sent to all the villages in the vicinity of the armies, to secure the inhabi- 
tants from depredation 

These measures being taken, and the allied armies sufficiently powerful 
to afford all the districts in their rear effectual protection, you wiU re- 
main in your villages, proceed in the cultivation of your lands, and enjoy 
all the blcssmgs of profound peace 

Benefitting so considerably by the liberal policy of the allies, it will 
become a duty on your part to merit their protection by serving them as 
obedient subjects, and rendering. them the dues of the Sirkar, in the ex- 
action of which wiU be evmced that moderation and justice, which distin- 
guish the Bntish from all the other nations of Europe m their conduct 
towards natives of India 

The general good of the people under them being the study of their 
Government, it evidently follows, that, whoever shall render them parti- 
cular services during the present war, such as aiding Colonel Read in 
ascertaining the sources of the public revenue, in regulating the police, 
m procuring supplies for the army, or in giving intelligence of the 
enemy’s designs, may be sure of rewards smtable to the importance and 
success of their endeavours 

Written at Head Quarters, George Harris 

5th March, 1799 
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officer*, never took the field m India. The anny on the coaat 
of Wnlabar i* m an equally efficient and respectable condi 
tjon. and the extraordinary cflbru wliicli have been made by 
laenL-Oeiicnil Stuart and Major-General Hartley, seconded 
by the cordial attachment and unremitting assiduity of the 
Rajah of Coorga, have collected withm a very short period 
of tune a supply so abundant, that I am mduced to transmit 
the particulars of it to your Honourable Court, as o testimony 
of the distinguished merits of those valuable officers, and of 
the loyalty and activo exertion of that fiutliful tributary of the 
Honourable Company 

A considcrablo force, under the command of IncuL-CoIonels 
Read and Brown, will cooperate with Lieut-General Homs 
in the MUthem districts of the Carnatic and Mysore. 

Under these circumstances General Harris entered the 
territory of Mysore on the 5th of March, with orders to pro- 
ceed directly to Senngapatann 
Having thus submitted to your Honourable Court accord- 
ing to the order of dates, a detailed relation of tho events 
which have led to the war m which wo ore actually engaged 
and having declared to you tho motives and objects of my 
conduct in every stage of this important transacbon, I most 
request your permission to conclude this despatch with such 
refieebons os arise in my mmd from the review of my past 
measures and from tho prospect of their ultimate conse- 
quences and permanent effiects 

From the first disclosure of the nature and object of Tippoo 
Sultauns embassy to the Isle of France every principle of 
justice and pohey demanded &om your Government m India 
that an Instantaneous efibrt should be made to reduce his 
power and resources before bo C9n]d avad hnnself of the ad 
vantages of the alliance which he had concluded. The defect 
of means is the solo considerabon which can jusbiy me for 
not having made that effort at the early period when its suo- 
cess would have placed the security of your po*iessioiis on a 
foundflbon which the mvasion of India by a French force 
could not have impaired. For without the aid of tome na 
bve power it is scarcely possible that the French should ever 
make any permanent impression on your empire m India , 
and no nabve power (eiceptmg Tippoo Sultaun) is so mfp 
tuated as to be disposed to ossut or receive a French army 
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The piogiess of events since the date of my oideis of the 
20th of June, 1798, has not only confirmed the pi’inciples of 
justice and policy, by which an attack upon the Sultaun was 
at that time demanded, but has manifested, that the designs 
of France as well as of the Sultaun, were of a much more ex- 
tensive and formidable natuie, than any which have ever been 
attempted against the British Empne in India, smce the hour 
of its fiist foundation. 

Willie the magnitude and danger of these designs were 
gradually disclosed, I had the satisfaction to feel, that the 
means of averting them were augmenting in a proportion 
neaily equal by the success of the negotiations at Hyderabad, 
and by the pi ogress of the military prepaiations winch I had 
ordered throughout your possessions. 

At the commencement of the month of February the crisis 
ariived in which I was called upon to form my ultimate deci- 
sion on the important question at issue with Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to determine the final result of the whole system of my 
measures. 

On the one hand, the apparent estabhshment of theFiencli 
army in Egypt, and the uncertainty of the state of our naval 
power in the Red Sea, lendeied the danger still uigent fiom 
that quarter, while Tippoo Sultaun’s repeated evasions of 
my proposals for negotiation, combined with his embassy to 
the Executive Dnectoiy of Fiance, imder the conduct of 
M. Du Buc, appealed to preclude all hope of detaching 
the Sidtaun, from his recent alliance with the enemy. On 
the other hand, I now possessed ample means of fiustratmg 
the most dangerous effects of that alliance, by a seasonable 
apphcation of the powerful force which the treachery and 
aggression of the Sultaun had compelled me to collect at 
a heavy expense to yom finances 

Your Honoiu’able Court vail determme whether in this 
state of affau’s my orders of the 3rd of February were pre- 
mature , and whether I should have been justified on the 13th 
of Februaiy in recalhng those orders, for the purpose of ad- 
mitting at that late period a negotiation, which would have 
enabled Tippoo Sultaun to defeat every object of the arma- 
ment of the allies for the present season, and would have 
afforded him ample tune to leap the full benefit of his con- 
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ncchonwitli Fronco boforo the season for btiin,*nghjs capital 
should return 

In deciding tlicic important questions, you will necessarily 
copiidor wlmt degree of rohance could be placed on the im- 
cerit) outlie Sultauns disposition to concludo an amicable 
adjustment with your Government at the very moment, when 
bo had actually despatched on an embassy to tho Csccutl^o 
Directory of France tho commander of tho French troops, 
raised m tho Mounbus^ond admitted into tho Sultauns sor 
vice for the oipross purpose of carrying on a war of aggres- 
sion against your possessions In India. 

Tlie adnurahle condition of your anmos on both coasts, 
and the unequalled perfection of then* equipment m every 
department, added to the extraordinary spirit and anunation 
with which the campaign has been opened oiTonl every 
reason to hope that tho Issue of tho war will be speedy and 
prosperous, tnd that it must terminate in a considerable ro 
duebon of Tlppoo Sultauns resources and power 
The wisdom of your Honourable Court will ontiapote tho 
extensive benefits which must result to your Interests an 
event now become csscnbal to tho peace and security of your 
possessions in India. 

The pohey of the treaty of Seringapatam certainly was not 
to maintnm Trppoo Soltauns power m such a state os should 
leave hnn a constant object of alarm and apprehension to the 
Company That he hiu been justly so considered for some 
yean past, cannot be doubted by any person acquainted with 
the records of any of your Governments m InHU . TJjq pr©. 
sent is the second crisis, within the hut three yean in w^ch 
the Government General has thought it necessary to assem- 
ble the army on the coast of Coromandel for the sole purpose 
of checkmg hu motions | and the apprehension of hu. mten- 
bons has obstructed oar operabons against our European 
ene mie s m India during the course of the present war 
The conb n na n ce of Tippoos power on its actual scale, and 
imder such circumstancea, must have proved to the Company 
a pcrpetnal source of solTcitude expense and haxard. But 
the engagements which he bos contracted with the French 
tho public pTOols which he has given of his eagerness to re- 
ceive m Mysore as large a force as they can furnish, combmed 
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with the prodigious magnitude of their preparations, and the 
incredible progress of their aimy, evidently directed to the 
destruction of the British power in India, foim new and pro- 
minent features m our political situation in this quarter of 
the world. 

Admitting the wisdom of that policy which dictated the 
preservation of Tippoo Sultaun’s power, at the close of the 
last war with Mysore, the spirit of oui present Councils must 
be accommodated to the variation of circumstances, and to 
the actual position, character, and views of our enemies. 

In such a conjuncture of affams I am persuaded that your 
honourable Court will be of opinion, that no object can be 
deemed so urgent, or so necessary to the safety of your pos- 
sessions, as the effectual reduction of the only declared ally 
of France now existing among the native powers of India. 

If Tippoo Sultaun had been disposed to content himself 
with the quiet possession of his present dominions, if he could 
have been brought to a sense of his own perd m forming a 
connection with the French, the representations which I ad- 
dressed to him would have produced an early and salutary 
impression, whatever speculative opmions might have been 
entertamed with respect to his interests, views, and power, 
the justice and moderation of the British Government would 
never have disturbed his tianquiUity. But he resolved to 
attempt the recovery of his lost domimons at the hazard of 
those which he stdl retams ; and, in the ardour of his passion- 
ate pursuit, he overlooked not only the cei tarn destruction of 
his own independence (the mevitable consequence even of the 
most prosperous success of any aUiance with Fiance ,) but 
also the predommant influence of the English East India 
Company, and the vigdance of its Governments, which would 
probably detect his treachery, and turn against his own em- 
pire the ruin which he had meditated against theiis. 

< The secrecy of his councils, the promptitude of his re- 
sources, his constant and active state of equipment foi war, 
added to the facility of his mtei course ivith the Fiench 
through his lemammg territories)- on the coast of Malabar, 
are the most dangerous circumstances m the actual condi- 
tion of his power and doimmon, and constitute his piincipal 
means of offence. 
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If iucccis ihould attend your anna in thU war I entertain 
a firm confidence that thoao dangora will citlicr bo wholly 
avertodj or ao considerably dmunljlicd, oa to afford to your 
govemment in India tbo prospect of durable accunty, and 
genmno peace 

I cannot cloie tbii letter without repeating to your hoQour 
able Court tbc cordial etprcasion of my entire aatUfaction in 
tho xealooi and honourable co-oporation of Lord Cbvc, os 
well oj of all tho Member* of tbi* GoTomment. The bene- 
ficial effect of their cheerful and ready concurrcuco in for- 
warding all my yicwij u manifest in tho rapid progres* and 
perfect completion of the equipments of tho army m the field, 
and furnishes a atnUngand salutary example of tho mestuna- 
ble adrantaget of unamnu^ and concord among your ser 
rants in India. 

I hero tho honour to bo, 

Honourable Sin with tho greatest respect, 

you^most obedient and faithful Serroot, 
Morninotok 


No. CLXIL 

TTu £*rl LUvt Qtn4r*i Shttri 

Sib, ^ Port Sl Georyc £lil Uardi, 1799 

I take the earhest opportunity to congratulate you on the 
brilliant and important success of the troops under your com- 
mand on the 6tb of March Tho victory is highly honourable 
to your abfijty and reiolnboo as well as to the promptitude 
and Tfllour of those who executed your orders I sincerely 
hope that the effect of this success may be felt not only In 
the additional security of tho supplies collected m Coorg, 
but in the tranquillity of Malabar and m accelerating the 
conclusion of the war 

I request you to express to General Hartley to Colonel 
Montresor and to the several officers imder your command, 
named m your despatch the high sense which I entertain of 
their conduct on the 6th of March. 

Sincerely wishing that fortune may continue to throw m 
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your way the happy means of addmg to youi own reputation, 
and to the security of the Biitish power in India, 

I have the honour to lemain, 

youi faithful servant, 

Mornington. 


No. CLXm. 

Copy of a Lette) from General Hams to the Earl of Mm mngton 

My Lord, Camp at MalvelJy, 27th March, 1799. 

The anny marched this morning, many horse weie seen as 
it approached Malvelly, and a large foice appeared posted on 
a high commandmg ridge, three miles beyond that place. 
The luins of the fort were occupied by a part of our advanced 
guard, when at 10 o’clock a. m. Tippoo Sultaun opened a 
canonnade from several heavy guns, so distant, that I paid it 
httle attention, and ordeied the ground to be maiked foi en- 
campment, the shot, however, falhng m our Imes, and horse 
menacing our picquet, the 1st European brigade, and two 
cavalry corps, were ordered to support it on the right, while 
Colonel W ellesley’s division advanced on our left , this bi ought 
on a geneial action, in the course of which, a small body of 
horse charged the 1st Euiopean brigade, some individuals 
piercing the hne, but most of them falhng before it Colonel 
Wellesley’s division tuimng the light flank of the enemy, gave 
occasion to General Floyd, with thiee legiments of cavalry, 
to dispel se a cutchery of infantry, cuttmg many of them m 
pieces. The enemy letired about one o’clock, having been 
driven completely horn every position he attempted to main- 
tain. It was my wish to have encamped on the giound he 
qmtted, but a total want of water, obhged me to return to the 
ground I had fiist taken up at Malvelly. The whole of the 
enemy’s force was, I beheve, in the field , their loss I cannot 
asceitain, ours is trifling. The conduct of the troops on this 
occasion was such as I could not but approve , our baggage 
was, during the action, well seemed by the left wmg of the 
army, under Majoi-Geneial Popham I shall hereafter have 
the honoui to tiansmit accurate i etui ns of the small amount 
of our loss. I shall march to-moiiow moiiiing to a large tank 
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and arrear of judicuU buAinca# wbjcli aiTord a accunty to 
mjajticc, Jtt no way tlio fault of tbo gjitciiL 1 liu will proba 
h\y call for niucli of your attention It itnlcf me that many 
of the regulationi arc poMetl witli a dUtruit of the instru 
menti who ore to execute them, and m contci|ucnce all dii* 
crebonary authonty it at an end, and every trifling dliputc 
which might be actUed by a magistrate, hkc a justice of 
peace, in a summary way, is loaded with all the form and 
guarded with all the core as if it was a ditputo about the 
Zemindary of Burdwan 

I have insensibly got mto a subject \cry foreign to your 
present business, which, anxiously as wo wish ^ou hero, 1 
hope will not be till It is complet<^ , at oil events, whatever 
you leave to be done, will be much better dono for )our har 
mg been upon the coast. 

1 am tore amidst the pleasure you felt at the capture of 
La Forte, poor Cookes and Daviess fato would gneve you« 
I am sorry to say that poor Cooko is still in a very dango* 
roos way; after apparently recovering as well as possible, ho 
was token last week with a /ever and upon Pnday and Sa 
turday was m very great danger upon Saturday an mos- 
sion was made into the wound m his nde, and a seton 
passed through part of it Monday and Tuesday he was 
rather better although still feverish and xery weak, his 
wound also pot on « better appearance, to-day he is much 
the same but still there are considerablQ apprehensions, more 
especially as the fever is not accounted for from any oppa 
rent cause. 

I am, my dear Lord, 

Your 8, very sincerely, ever, 

J AsaxairTHEES. 
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No. CLXV. 

'1 he Earl of Mornm^'ton loll Liston, Esq , his Majesty's Envoy Extraor- 
tlmaryaml Minister Plemyotcnttary to the United States, Philadelphia 

Sir, Fort St George, April 1, 1799 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ters of the 22nd June and 17th July. 

I ha^e issued the necessaiy orders to the Board of Trade 
at Calcutta to forward by every means in then power the 
views of the Captains of the jfimerican vessels recommended 
by you, and you may rely upon my manifesting every disposi- 
tion to favour such ^Vmeiican ships as may find it expedient 
to touch at any port within the limits of the Government-Ge- 
neral of the British possessions in India. 

I have, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CLXVI. 

The Earl of Mornington to Colonel Palmer, Resident at Poonah. 

Sir, Fort St George, 3rd April, 1799 

From the tenor of your latest despatches, I conclude that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Little’s detachment must have been le- 
called fiom Jyeghur befoie you can receive this letter. 

The leasons which induced me to order the recall of the 
detachment must be obvious to the Duibar of Poonah, and, 
I imagme they have already been fully stated to you. It is, 
however, desirable that the whole subject of the late negoci- 
ations at Poonah and of the conduct of the Peishwa should 
undergo the most detailed and foimal discussions — ^I, there- 
fore, dnect you either at an audience, to be demanded for the 
purpose, or by a written memorial to state to the Peishwa 
and to Nana Fuinavese, without leseive, the whole couise 
of my sentiments on this occasion, obseivmg the general out- 
hne of the statement contamed in this lettei. 

At the period of my arrival m Bengal, the Peishwa’s affaus 
were m the lowest condition of disorder and distress , and the 
destruction of his authority, if not of his office, was menaced 
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by Dowlat lUo Scimliab- In tlu» cnai* Bongy Rao urged 
the most canicst entreaties for the assistance of Uic Company i 
troops, and also for my good offices with the Kixam, who at 
that moment possessed the means of affording coniidcrahlo 
assistance to cause, eillior of the Pcishwo or of Sandioln 
The laws of my^ country restrained mo from aiding the 
Pcishwa m the manner required by himself, until the period or- 
nved when the hostile preparations of Tippoo SulUun released 
me from nil restraint with respect to such engagements with 
any of the country powers as might appear tome beneficial m 
the cTent of hostilities with that Prince. I thcn cmbroccd tho 
earliest opportumty to offer to tho Pcishwa tbo aid which ho 
had required m troops as woO as my mediation with tho Ni 
xam, on conditiaas not only just'ond liberal, but calculated to 
strengthen and perpetuate tho Internal authonty of tbo 
Pezshwas Goremment, by the accession of the whole conso- 
lidated weight of tho tnple alliance. The mrcumstaacos 
under which my proposltums were made as well as the nature 
of those propontioDs, and thoTanous explanatory discussions 
by which they were followed sufficiently demonstrated my 
utter repugnance to any offiaons Interference in the Peishwa i 
affidn, or to any mtnguo calculated to favour tho news of any 
party or mdindual at the Court of Poonah, my object was 
ondently to give efficacy to the public engagements of the 
State by occedmg to tbo declared wishes of the reigning 
Prmce to be extricated from the usurpation of one of hij 
feudatory Chiefs, ondTuy" offer of affording to the Peishwa a 
retreat at Bombay in the most desperate state of his afiain, 
is an unequivocal proof of the sincerity of my wishes for his 
safety and honor 

To propositions founded on the Peishwa i repeated and 
anxious sohcitations and directed to no other objects t hqn 
the equal and reaprocal benefit of the Company, of the 
Peishwa himself, and of tho Nixam, I was surprised atkI 
gusted to recave the unmented return of jealousy distrust, 
and ovasiou- ' Smcc that period your despatches have abounded 
with the proofs of a system of studied neglect, of mystenoui 
reserve and of ungenerous suspimon, wholly irreconcilaable 
with the character and spirit of alliance and finendship 

Under these arcumstanccs, the proposition for employing 
a detachment of the Company s troops with the Peishwa s con 
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tingent m the eventual prosecution of hostihties against Tippoo 
Sultaun, did not oiiginate ivitli me,, hut with the Peishwa 
himself. In acceding to that pi oposition, I manifested a.pecu- 
har consideiation for the embanassments of his Highness’s 
situation by waving the- Company’s just title < ta au augmeu-7 
tation of the ) foimer subsidy, piopoitioned to i fhe/ actual 
inciease of the chaiges of the detachment. ; In, this mstance, 
a degree of indulgence was sheu n to the Peishwa’s pecuniary 
difficulties, which has not been extended to the Nizam, whose 
present subsidy is calculated upon the actual chaiges- of the 
detachment in his Highnesa’s service. , i > 

In order to comply with the wishes of the Peishwa for the 
service of the detachment m question, J made considerable 
sacrifices of intei est and convenience, m the confidence that 
his Highness applied for the detachment with a smcere desme 
of cooperating, to the extent of his power, ivith the Company 
and the Nizam, against the common enemy. , . ' i. 

But it appears that, m this instance also, my compliance 
^ith the Peishwa’s own wishes has only served to excite m 
his mind fresh emotions of distrust, and to open a new scene 
of subterfuge and msmceiity. Every artifice of vexatious 
delay has been employed to fiustrate the necessary means of 
enablmg the detachment to move from Jyeghur. It has been 
placed m a position, where its services can contiibute nothmg 
to the common cause. ^The necessaiy funds for its -subsist- 
ence have been neglected, and youi repeated attempts to 
draw the attention of the Peishwa to yom just representations 
have been treated with a disregard, .which idemonstrates that 
m applymg for the usenf the detachment, - the Peishwa had 
nothmg less in view than to employ it in active operations 
against the enemy. 

Such conduct has a necessary tendency to impah the ' effi- 
ciency of the triple alhance, and to encourage the hopes of 
Tippoo Sultaun. 

The detention of the Sultaun’s vakeels at Poonah, in con- 
tempt of my repeated remonstrances, must produce eflhcts of 
the same mischievous tendency. The arguments of Nana; 
drawn from the last war with Mysore, are, not apphcable to 
the present case. The connection between the Court of 
Poonah and the Company had- not at that time been so de- 
fined and cemented as to lendei the admission of vakeels from 
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Tippoo Sultaun Incompaliblo with the spint of the subaUUng 
treaties. But under the prcicnt arcumitaucci, tJio Pcuhwa 
must bo considered to bo actuollj at war with the Sultaun , 
and in thu ease, thereforo, tho reception of ambaaaadorB, in 
opposition to the declared tenao of the oUici actually engaged 
in tho war, is nearly equivalent to a violation of faith, and to 
a dissolution of tho alliance 

These conndonitions compelled mo to direct that tho de> 
tachment under the command of Lieut. Colonel Littlo should 
quit a position in which its services must bo equally lost to 
the Feishwa and to tho Company 

I am fully aware of tho juscico of Nonas obsonrations on 
the present distracted state of tho Pciahwa s Government, and 
its consequent inability to engage with cfTect in foreign war 
It wotdd bo equally unjust and ungenerous to take advantage 
of any fallare In tho Peishwas engagements, arising from a 
defect of power and from the unfoTtunato condition of bu 
affiurs , oven m this now, however, I might remark, that the 
actual distress of the Peishwa is to bo attributed principally, 
if not solely, to his iinaccountablo rejection of my propositions 
of the 8th July, 1798 * which would have placed his digmty 
authority and power on on iminorablo foundation 

If the Peishwa hod candidly declared his present mahihty 
to assist m the war against Tippoo accompanying that de- 
claration by any saUsfiictory proofs of good faith or good 
will, 1 should have lamented but I never should have cen 
sured his misfortune. But the dismission of the vakeels of 
Tippoo Soltaun, an amicable attention to the just representa 
tions of the British Resident, and a more upright and amcere 
policy m the demand of the detachment were withm the 
power of the Peishwa, even m his present reduced condition, 
and the ancient friendship subsisting between his family and 
the Company as well os the peculiar anxiety which I have 
m a n i f ested for his prosperity and honour entitled me to ex 
pect from him, m his mtercourse with the Bntish Government, 
a disposition of more candour, mtegnty and justice 
ever may be my diiapporntment^ it shall not influence my 
conduct m the event of any treaty of peace with Tippoo 
Sultaun. 


See pafe 96. 



1799. 


GENERAL HARRIS 


513 


It IS evident, that, if the Peishwa, eithei fiom want of will 
01 powei, shall continue neutral m the wai, he cannot he 
entitled, on any ground of right, to share with the othei 
alhes the eventual advantages of the teims of peace. 

My confident expectation is, that the allies wdl speedily 
reduce the vindictive spirit of Tippoo Sultaun to submission 
without the aid of the Peishwa, and if that event should take 
place, notwithstandmg the perverse and forbidding policy of 
the Couit of Poonah, I shall not fail to secuie for the Peishwa 
an equal pai ticipation with the othei allies m any cessions 
which may be enfoiced fiom Tippoo Sultaun. I authoiize 
you to make this declaration, in the most unequivocal teims, 
to the Peishwa and to Nana. If even this declaiation shall 
fail to excite the Peishwa to employ every piacticable effort 
to fulfil his defensive engagements with the Company, I trust 
it will, at least, seive to prove the dismterested attachment of 
the British Government to every bianch of the triple alliance 

I am, &:c. 

Mornington. 


No CLXVII. 


T7ie Bail of Mot mngton to Lieutenant-General Harris 
Sir, Fort St George, Apnl 3rd, 1799 

I take the earhest opportunity of congiatulatmg you, on the 
miportant success of the Troops undei your Command en- 
gaged with Tippoo Sultaun’s Aimy on the 27th, of Match, 
and I request that you will signify to the Officeis and Men, 
who distinguished themselves on that day, my coidial appio- 
bation of then services. 

It gives me particular pleasuie to leain fiom you that the 
Nizam’s forces have conducted themselves with so much 
ciedit, and I must also lequest you, to convey my thanks to 
them, m the most public mannei. 

I am very happy to mform you, that Mis Hairis is quite well, 
and highly pleased at this eaily instance of your success. I 
enteitam no doubt that victory will continue to attend the 
powei fill army under your Command. 

1 have the honoui to be, &c 

Mounington 
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Licut Gt» lUrru f tit harl 0/ M^rmngtua 
3Ir Loud, Camp before S<riflff»pal«ra April 5lb 

I have particqW wtufaclton m reporting to your LorAship 
that the arniy under my commond, encamped thu rooming 
before Senngapatam takingup the position, which with little 
variation itwdl be expedient to occupy, Ulltlio Division under 
General Stuart jomi me. A atrong dotnebment, commanded 
by Mtgor General Floyd, marchca to morroiv rooming to facih 
tato the Junction, and 1 take the occasion of tiddrcssing your 
Lordibip by what I consider os a safe channel of conimum 
cation, to report genondly what I have by various Wrearahs 
attempted to tranirait to your Lordship ns tho iVrmy advanced 
on lU march 

I left Kallamungalum on the lOlU of March and our first 
moresient shewed a very serious deficiency in the Bullock 
department, particularly m those attached to the Commissary 
General of btorei The succeeding march of tho ISth, al- 
though short and with an interrociliate day of halt marked 
this deficiency more strongly j cnpplod in our movements 
&om this cause our marches have been tedious though short, 
our halts have been frequent and our progress has been slow 
unremitting attention to every species of orrangement by which 
the store department could be assisted or Itghtned was in- 
dispensably necessary some losses were doily sustained. The 
seal of individuals was called forth with considerable ndran 
tage and we have succeeded m surmoiiutiDg these di^culties, 
and taking our position before the capital of Mysore with an 
ordnance equipment which I hope is amply sufficient for its 
reduction. 

The army marched by the route of AnicuJ, Talgau^pq- 
rani Coghaporam Kankonhilly, end Sultanpett to Malavelly 
where I arrived on the mocuiDg of the 27th of Mveh The 
army of Tippoo Snltoun occupying the height? beyond the 
town from which at about 10 o dock he commenced a disjant 
cantionado some shotfallrog m the line marked for our camp, 
ftnd a body of horse menacing the picquets of our ngbt, it 
became necessary to advance corps for their support, which 
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led to a geneial action. The Infantiy line of the Enemy 
was on commanding giound in reai of his aitilleiy. His 
Cavahy advanced under cover of his cannon, and a cutcherie 
oi Biigade of Infantiy was pushed foiwaid in fiont of each 
flank of his Line, mixed with many rocket men. The right 
wing of the army under my command foimed on the picquets 
of the light, Colonel Wellesley’s division, advanced fiom a 
considerable distance on the left to attack the light flank of 
the enemy, and Major Geneial Floyd with the 19th and two 
regiments of native cavahy moved between these coips The 
25th diagoons and a native legiment keeping in check a body 
of the enemy’s cavahy, which had assembled on oui light, 
while the left wing of the army and a legiraent of native 
cavalry remained halted to protect oui stoies and baggage. 
The weak state of the artillery bullocks considerably retarded 
the advance and formation of our Ime, with which they were 
unable to keep pace. A small body of horse, profiting by this 
circumstance, made a daring charge on the 1st European 
brigade , they were received with firmness, and lepulsed with 
considerable loss , their infantry m front of our right, being 
at the same time diiven from their position. On the left, the 
corps of infantiy called the Kenni Ketchene advanced on 
Colonel Wellesley’s column His Majesty’s 33id. regiment 
which opposed soon put them in confusion, and the cavalry 
undei Major General Floyd advancing at this moment to the 
charge, cut them to pieces Six colours were taken The 
retreat of the enemy soon became general, then cannon were 
diawn off, and at two o’clock the action had entirely ceased, 
oui line halting on the heights whence theiis had been driven 
a total want of water pieventmg oui encamping there, the 
line leturned to the ground oiiginally marked for its encamp- 
ment at Malavelly The loss of the enemy as collected fiom 
various accounts received since the action, amounted to near 
two thousand kdled and wounded, a return of the casualties 
of this army is enclosed. 

At an early period ofourmaich it had occurred to me, that 
if it were possible to cross the Cavery, at a ford some distance 
below Sermgapatam, the measure might be attended with 
considerable advantage, by embaiiassing the motions of the 
enemy, defeating the preparations he nught have made to 
oppose us on the Northern side of the river, and facihtating 
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OUT conitnunicatJOii with the army of jMalabar and the force 
under Colonel Brown and Head In addition to tlicso induce- 
ment* the ford wa» said to be caey » wc hod reason to hope 
the country woi itdJ undc8troyed« and tlio southern part of 
Senngapatam was considered oa the least capable of defence. 
The destruction of the tank* on tlic road from IiIal\cUy to 
Arakcery, rendered on obbquo morcnicdt towards tlic Ca>ery 
less Imblo to suspicion than It might otliorwiso haro beenf and 
we arriTed on the 20th of March at SosdJy on tlio Cavery, 
before any measures had been token to oppose our movement, 
by destroying forage, or driving off cattle, of winch we here 
procured a consiJerablo supply Tbo array crossed the n\cr 
the next day without dilBculty, and after IialUng on tbo 60th 
to orrongo our deportments, marched on tho succeeding 
morning towards Harwelly, the weak state of our cattle, tho 
barren nature of tbe soil tho total destruction of forage, which 
nnmediately followed our passage of the nver, and the 
necessity for regulating our marches by tho situation of water, 
tho road leaving the nver at some dutanco on tho right, 
obbged us to raoko fivo marches from SosQIy to our present 
camp three of which have been in sight of Senngapatam. 
Number* of horse have dally watched our motions, but al 
though the groond was favourable, no attempt bos been made 
to oppose our progress. 

The detachment with Major General Floyd consist* ofH 
M. 73rd regiment three Bengal and two coast battahons of 
Sepoys with their guns, and one regiment of European and 
three of native cavalry with their galloper guns and a party 
of dae ■ yioTse. X>nrmg the absence of lids party 1 shall 

he employed m preparing materials for the more active ope- 
ration of the liege which will commence with the junction of 
General Stuart s force and I am happy to odd that on this aide 
of the nver I apprehend no want of matenala for the siege. 
"We have a gnffldent stock of provisions to subsist the troops 
beyond the time, when the muon of our forces from the op- 
posite coasts may enable me to spare an army of aoflicient 
force, to cover our communication with the stations, whence 
our supplies are prepared to jom us, the cattle now with the 
camp mnstin themean tune suffer greatly but this is no logger 
an object of consequence - 

Numbers of people are employed on this side of Seringa 
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patam, in repaiiing the fort It seems to us to requiie all 
their labour, appealing to he in a very imperfect state.’* 

I cannot conclude without expressing to your Loidship, in 
the strongest teims, the obhgations I feel myself undei to 
Meei AUum Bahadui*, foi the promptitude with which he has 
in eveiy instance met my wishes in the cooperation, required 
fiom the forces of His Highness the Nizam. Their aid in 
ti ansporting the shot, has been of the greatest use, and it is 
an act of justice due to Captain Malcolm, to report to yoru* 
Lordship that his unceasing zeal, in pomting out the manner 
in which the contmgent could promote the common cause 
of the allies, has been equalled only by the chearful leadmess 
shewn by Meer Allum, in adopting his suggestions. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Y our Lordship’s most obedient 

and faithful Servant, 
George Harris. 


No. CLXIX 

Trite Eat I of Morning ton to Colonel TFtlham Palmer. 

Sir, Fort St George, 7th April, 1799 

However proper it might be on geneial grounds that you 
should accompany the Peishwa in the event of his being 
obliged to retire from Poonah, yet as it is to be apprehended 
that your doing so might lead to an interruption of the com- 
munication between Bombay and the other Presidencies, 
which It is of peculiar importance to maintain in the piesent 
conjuncture, I must desiie that you will suspend the execu- 
tion of that measure, m the event of the Peishwa’s flight, 
until you shall receive my further instructions on the subject. 

I am, &c , 

MORNINGION. 


* Lord Cornwallis’s attack was directed to the northern 'iidc of the 
Fort of Senugapatam, Tippoo therefore expected General Hurria to make 
his attack on the same quarter, where he had prepared ineaiis of rcoist- 
anee, but General Harris’s moat judicious and able mo\emcnt to the 
southern aide of the Fort, had all the etlect ot u aurpnse, and entircl) 
disconcerted ’I’lppoo’s plana of defence 
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Unl^Geit llarrit /♦ tkt E*ri ef M»rn\ngt»n 
Mv Lord, Camp lieforo ScrJogapataai 7^1* Apnl 1/53 

After crowing tbo Cnovcry on die OOlh ultuno at Sosilly, 
where the army halted tho noxt day I adtanced by ca»y 
nmrcLci to tins place, and took up my position within two 
mile* south west of Senngnpatmu without opposition On 
the 5th of thu month, wishing to occup) the post where Gen 
Abcrcromby* plcqucts were attacked m 17D2, and the large 
tope and Tillage of Sultanpctta, botli were attacked tlio 
night of our amvid, hut owing (in great measure) to the 
darkneu of tlio night, the attack on the first on!) was par 
trnlly succetafuL Wo luataincd some loss from the fire of the 
enemy which continued hea>ily UH lato next niombg, when 
the posts were again attacked with perfect and rapid success. 
They give this army a rery strong position and greatly con 
fine that of the enemy hlajor Colin Campbell of the* 1st 
nabTe regiment Lieutenant George Nixon and TuUa, of tbo 
ISth and Fitagerold of the ^rd were killed in these 
attacks Lieutenants R. Nixon aud King of his Majesty ■ IStli 
regiment, and Brooke of Bengal artillery wounded Gen. 
Floyd inarched on the mommg of the 0th to join General 
Stuart, with his infantry and four cavalry corps twenty field 
pieces, and a body of the Nizams bone This force I coij 
iider superior to any thing that can be opposed to it by the 
enemy The army has now taken up its position for thp 
■lege, 

George Harris 


^ No CLXXI 

7^ £rr/ t* At Htn, Dutewt 

Sra,’^ FoJt3t. 7tli Vpril, 1799 

Although I hare already addressed to you my public con 
gratulations upon the brilliant and Important victory gained 
by Lieot.-Genernl Stuart over the flower of the army of 
Mysore commanded by Tippoo Sultaun m person, on the 
6th of A larch I cannot omit the repetition of my tense of the 
honour of that day m this pnvaie commuoicatioii. 
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The meiits of Generals Stuart and Hartley, as well as of 
Colonel Montresor and the other officers have seldom been 
equalled and never surpassed rn India, and the most happy 
consequences may he expected from this early and decisive 
success, not only in bringing the piesent war to a speedy and 
honourable conclusion, but m establishing the character of 
our aims among the refractory inhabitants of Malabar We 
may reasonably hope that the effects of this victory will long 
be felt in the dejection of Tippoo’s adherents on that coast, 
and among our subjects in the settlement of tranquillity and 
Older on permanent foundations 

You will have learnt with satisfaction by the extiaoidinaiy 
Gazette forwarded from hence, that Tippoo Sultaun’s army 
met with an equally warm reception from General Hams on 
the 27th of March To this intelligence I have the satisfac- 
tion to be able to add, that all my private accounts fi om Gen. 
Harris’s aimy leave no doubt that the whole of that immense 
eqmpment will reach Sermgapatam in time to commence the 
siege under circumstances which must render the fall of the 
place inevitable, unless prevented by the previous submission 
of the enemy This is the universal opinion of every officer 
of experience and judgment in the army. 

I shall take an opportunity hereafter of communicating to 
you the terms of peace on which I am resolved to insist 

I approved your mstructions to Agha Abul Hussun, sent 
on a mission to Scind, in consequence of my former sug- 
gestion. 

The prospect of establishing a British factory m that coun- 
try appears to me to be a very desirable object, not so much 
with a view to commercial as to pohtical advantages. I, 
therefore, wish that you should by all means encourage the 
favourable disposition of Futteh Ah Khan, and endeavour, if 
possible, to settle a factory in Scind Whenever such a fac- 
tory shall be established your attention will of comse be 
directed to facilitate the means of communication with it, as 
the most probable mode of obtammg authentic information 
relating to Zemaun Shah I do not see the necessity of en- 
tering into any engagements with Futteh Ah Khan, uhich 
might hereafter impose on us the obligation of suppoiting 
him against Zemaun Shah by any fuithei exertion than by 
fuinislunET him with aims and ammunition To this extent 

O 
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I outljomc joutoaflbrd him whotcfcr oiautoocc may appear 
neccfsary AMi#mi)CO of ihla natufo wdl/ probably, bo luffi 
cicnt to induce him to admit a Ifrltjsli factor) { hut if the £ac 
tory caunot bo eitabliihod otherwue than by contracting 
cxtcn85Tc cngngcDicnU for the orcntual aupport of Futtch 
Ah, theobjfect mmt ho rclioquuhed 

I entirely approve your plan of nuaing o corpi for gam*on 
duty at Bombay On thi« aubjcct I would only lUggcat two 
cODgidemtiona which 1 wUh you to keep in view in any mi 
htarj djjociation or luibtiacorpa which either baa been or may 
be formed under your Goremmont. Fint the ncccsaity of 
maintaimng, m tbo fullest extent, tho uoqaahllcd right of 
jour Government to command the personal scmcca of all its 
subjects in tho oront of danger to the Presidency 

Secondly, to admit no constitution or establishment of any 
mihtary corps which shall exempt it from tho constant con- 
•troul of Government, as well In the appointment of olBcers 
os m every matter of discapline and subordmatioa. An ot 
tenbon to these punclplea is essontially necessary to tbo 
preservation of the authority and vigour of Government. 
AnJ u IS not difficult to conciliate these principles with every 
degree of encouragement to the voluntary seal and lojalty of 
the subject. I have foond no impedimeot in estabhshuig the 
mditia at Calcutta under a system which equally kcutbm the 
power of Government and the ease and honour of the indivi- 
duals servmg m the mihtuu 

I observe a complaint of the general ignorance of tho junior 
serrants sent to the coast of Malabar, m the natiie lan- 
guages, I wish to receive from yon a particular report on 
this subject, accompanied by the suggestion of such regula 
bons os niay appear to you most eligible for the purpose of 
encouraging and enforcing the study of the naUvo languages 
among thejnmor servants of your Presidency 

I received with much gratitude your offer of assistance at 
Beqares and I consider your readiness to return to your 
former station m that country as a strong proof of your seal 
for the public service. I need not assure you that I shall 
moat willingly accept the offer of your services, if npon my 
return to Bengal I should find it necessary to r-all for them. 

You are aware that the arrangement could not bo made in 
the only manner in which it could be acceptable to you with 
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out a total alteiation of the judicial and other establishments 
now existing at Benaies I ha\e appointed Mr Vanderhey- 
den to succeed to Mr. Cheiry’s station, and, I have great 
liopes that under Mr Vanderlieyden the present system may 
answer the desiiable end of composing the unhappy commo- 
tions which have lately disturbed the peace of that country 
If my hopes should be disappointed I shall not forget your 
obliging and public spirited offer. 

I entirely approve your proceedings with respect to the 
French supposed to have been at Muscat, and I cannot re- 
commend to you more earnestly than I feel the absolute 
necessity of keeping a most vigilant eye on the proceedings 
of any French who may arrive in Persia, or on your side of 
India. 

I am very glad to hear of your intention to visit the coast 
of Malabar in October. I should hope, at an early period, to 
receive a full statement of the actual condition of that pro- 
vince, as well as of the means of impiovmg its system of 
police and revenue. I suspect that your present settlement 
IS founded upon a piinciple wholly iiieconcileable with the 
tranquillity of the country It appears to me that we have 
not kept faith with the different Rajahs and Chieftains ac- 
cording to the terms on which we received the country at the 
conclusion of the last war wuth Mysore. You will set me 
right if I have conceived an erroneous opinion on the subject , 
but if the fact be as I suppose, you may be assured that I 
shall be ready to repair the breach which has been made m 
the national faith at any expense, being convinced that it 
will ever be impossible to introduce order into any coun- 
try m contempt of the confidence and respect of the inhabi- 
tants 

I wish you to understand that I shall always be happy to 
receive from your Government the fullest detads, either pub- 
lic or private, relating to your local department, with this 
single reservation, that your communications shall not ^be 
given in a manner either to impede the prompt execution of 
those measures which I deem necessary for the public ser- 
vice, 01 to draw me into any controversial pubhc coiiespon- 
dence in defence of my own orders. With my most cordial 
assurance of every sentiment of personal confidence, and of 
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cTcry diipoiiUon to oMUt you mtlic duchargc of tlio import 
out (lutie* confided to your particular care, 

1 Lttvc tho lionour to bo, Sir, 

with the highest rcipcct and cfltccm, 
your moat faithful Senrant 

JIoasiNOToy 


No CLWII 

/W* UaU^Gencnl IfgrHi t» tkt hart ef encUting a Letter 

JHta 'npp** SeltMtiit t» CrMenU lUrru receteed lie dtk April ; aHdku 
enftrer 

My Lord Camp befora Senng^pAtam Dili AprH 17V9 

I tlua momuig rccoived n letter of tho Gtli from Oenend 
Stuart, who woa to march on tho 7th in consequence of a 
letter ho had rcccwcd from me oftUodth mformmghunofthe 
intended march of Geo. Floyd ■ detachment, which I tnut will 
join the Bombay army tlua day near Permpatam I expect 
tbeur united force here the Hth matant. I olao this day ro- 
ceired a letter from Tippoo Sultaun a cop> of which and of 
my proposed onawer la inclosctL The persona who brought 
it were informed that * a reply woiJd bo sent when neces- 
sary * Nothing else has occurred dcsemng of report. 

Geoeor Harbia. 

/Vm T^ppee S!v//««a Generel HerrU 
The Governor General Lord Moroington Behander sent 
me a letter copy of which is endoied. You will 
understand it. I have adhered firmly to treaties what 
tlien IS the meaning of the advance of the English anmea and 
tho occurrence of hostilities Inform mo. What need I say 
more f 

fVtm Genenl Harrii /# T^pp^ S^tvui 

10th April 1799 

Your letter endosmg copies of the Governor-General s letter 
has been received. For tho advance of the English and 
Allied armies and for the actual Lostilities, I refer you to tho 
seveml letters of the Govemor-Gcneral which are sufficiently 
explanatory on the subject. 
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No. CLXXIII. 

T/ic Eitrl of Monungton to thu Commis^tonors of Malahnr 
Gentlemen, Fort St Gcor^^c, JOth April, 1/99 

The details contained m your letteis of the 12th and 17th 
Januaiy, of the measui’cs which had then been adopted, undei 
my orders, foi the purpose of establishing laige magazines of 
giam in the distiictof Coorga, alibi ded me the highest satis- 
faction, and the distinguislied success of those measuies, as le- 
ported in your subsequent advices, has sui passed my most 
sanguine expectation. 

The zeal and ability, with uhich this important seivice has 
been executed, leflect the highest ciedit on all the civd and 
mihtaiy officers concerned m conducting it. My paiticulai 
appiobation and acknowledgements aie due on this occasion to 
Major-Geneial Hartley, to Mr. Uthoff and to Capt. Mahony. 

The Rajah of Coorga has seconded my views, and the ex- 
eitions of the Company’s servants on this occasion, with a de- 
giee of spnit, eneigy, and fidelity, which confiim the high 
chai’actei he had justly obtained m the late wai. I have 
expiessed my sense of his zealous attachment and honouiable 
sei vices in a letter to him, which will be foi warded to you by 
the Persian translator, with a copy for your information. I 
think it proper to apprise you that I have determined, (as a 
testimony of the satisfaction which Ins conduct has afforded 
me, and with a view of encouraging the imitation of his 
, example among the other tiibutoiies of the Company,) to re- 
linquish the tribute at present payable by the Rajah, and to 
substitute some annual acknowledgment of the Company’s 
clami to his allegiance The Government of Bombay will 
receive the necessary directions from me for giving effect Co 
this aiiangement, 

I have no doubt that the exertions of the Rajah to collect 
gram for the use of the army vvill be continued, (as long as they 
shall be necessary) with the same spuit which has hitherto 
distmguished them , and I am equally confident that those 
exertions will be ably and zealously seconded by you, and by 
those xm4ei your orders on the coast of Malabar. 

I approve your appointment of iCaptain Mahony to be resi- 
dent with the Rajah of Coorga , and the msti uctions with which 
you furnished Captain Mahony on that occasion 
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In one of your lottcri winch u without date, but which 
appears to hare been wntlcn about the 5lli of March, you 
have thought it ncccwary to ataurome, after a rcprcaentation 
of the defcncclcfli itate of tbo prorinco of Jlalabor, “ that 
you arc diapoacd to lubmit to temporary inconrcnicncicfl, and 
«nlf, oTcnto a conilderabJc extent, rather tJian purdnuD pre- 
sent tranquillity at tho oxpemo of inoJong permanent aacndcci 
either toTippoo Sultaun, or any of tho natiro Chiefs of Mala 
bar, of a nature unbecoming the dimity or nghtful intcrcaU 
of tho Company " 

Entertaining the high lenso which I hate already expressed 
of your menta m tlie discharge of your proper duties, I am 
concerned to be under tbo necessity of obscnring that tho 
tenor of this passage is utterly incompatible with tho depend 
ent nntl subordinate nature of the commission under which 
you act It is your duty tp submit mipbcitly to wbatercr 
mconyenienciei may result from the execution of the orders 
proceeding ftom the superior authondes of the British 
GoTemmentm India and ansmg not from partial or locaJ but 
from general and comprehensire tiews of tbo pubho interests. 
Your authoncy is not competent In any cose, or for any 
purpose whatever, to make either a permanent or a temporary 
sacnfice of the rights dignity, or mterets of the Company to 
Tippoo Sultaun or to any other power 

It IB my duty to call your attention to any point inwhich 
you may appear to have formed an erroneous opinion of tho 
Imuts or nature of your powers and I now dirohorge that 
duty with a full conviction of the upnghtneaa of your mten- 
tiona, and of your aincero seal for the promotion of the public 
service. 

I approve the letters despatched by your Resident to the 
Pychy Rajah and to Yemaun Nair of which copies were 
enclosed m your letter of tho I6th March and 1 conenr m 
opinion with you that those persons are not likely to aid the 
cause of Tippoo Sultaun, particularly after the defeat which 
that Pnnee has lately suatamed iVom the army under the 
command of General Stuart. Accordingly I am happy to 
t hink that the tranquillity of tho province of JHalabar will not 
be- disturbed by the open or secret movements of those 
Nsirs. 

I entirely agree with you in your construction of the letter 
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from Ayappm to the Rajah of Cooiga, a copy of which was 
enclosed m your despatch of the 25th. March , and I desire you 
will signify to the Rajah of Cooiga, that I have viewed with 
the utmost contempt and indignation, this weak, and msidious 
attempt of Tippoo Sultaun to cast doubts upon the faith of an 
Ally, whose attachment, foititude, wisdom, and mtegrity have 
secured the affection and admiiation of the British Govern- 
ment. 

I entirely approve the spuit and substance of the insti ac- 
tions contamed m the extiact of your Piesident’s lettei to the 
Resident with the Rajah of Coorga, undei date the 30th ult , 
and enclosed m your despatch of the same date It is my 
anxious desire that you should contmue to lecommend senti- 
ments of humamty and moderation, not only to the Rajah of 
Coorga but to all the other tributaries of the company on the 
coast of Malabar, whenever the occasion may admit of your 
interposition to mitigate the unavoidable calamities of war. 

I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CLXXIV. 

Majoi -General Floyd to the Earl of Mornington 
My Lord, Camp at Penapatam, Apnl 10th, 1799 

As h; IS possible Geneial Haiiis’s despatches may not have 
leached you, I beg leave to give a shoit statement of events, 
as fai as have come to my knowledge. 

On the 27th of Maich the enemy was seen, in foice, on 
the high giound west of Malavilly General Hariis, with the 
light vung, attacked the enemy m front Two legiments of 
cavaliy supported. Colonel Wellesley, with the Nizam’s army, 
took a most judicious situation on the enemy’s right flank, 
and attacked it, and thiewit into confusion. I was observmg, 
ivith thiee regiments of cavaliy, between the light flank of 
Colonel Wellesley and the left of General Haiiis, and 
chaiged and destioyed a great numbei of the enemy’s infan- 
tiy, taking SIX stands of colouis. About the same peiiod, a 
number of the enemy’s horse had charged the European hii- 
gade of the nght wing , seveial of them were killed, and the 
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rcstflcJ, tbc infijiiuy uUo WLTo rcpuUcJ by ouri, and tbc 
whole retired out of our reaeJu It scemi, from kubicqucnt 
acoounti, that about 500 wounded mca reached the enemy t 
camp, and that tbeir lou was about 2000 men Our loii 
amounted to about 7 or 8 Ijlled, and about 10 wounded — 
pn d about ^5 lioriej kilted and wounded. No o/Ucer killed, 
and four only wounded. I hare no cop> of the return b^ roc 
On tJic 20tb 3Iarcb the army encamped at Soiilly, on the 
bank of tbc Ca^cry Hero we found a great collection of 
inhabitants, and cattle, and nee and a good deal of poddy 
an d other gram. The ami/ was coD*iderably rcfrcihcd 
80th of 3larcb, the army bad all crossed tbo nrer at a good 
ford. 

8th of April the army took its situation before Senngapa 
tam at tbe west point of the fort. That nigbt Lieut»ColoncI 
Shawe took potsei sionof a postbetween serentcenand eighteen 
hundred yards from tbe fort, attack was also made by 
Colonel "Wellesley on a tope, but the troops were withdrawn 
on our part — a spent ball, os J baro beard, struck tbe Colonel 
on tbe knee but it did not pre\ent bis walking 

6th April early In tbe moramg 1 mnrdied off for Pena' 
patam with four regiments of caralry one regiment Lnropcan 
(78d ) and dve battalions oadve Infantry, and obout 2000 of 
tbe liizoms horse. AU last night and most of this day, 
there was a continued peal of small arms, and occasionally, 
lieaTy guns, kk e still hear beary guns at mtenrals but I 
hare no account wbaterer stnee we left tbo army 

8th April, I encamped at Penapatam. My signals were 
answered and J had comtovtacaUea mth Getiefsi btUJirl that 
njgbt. 

9th April, I rode over to General Stuart and after some 
arrangements returned to camp ) immediately a considerable 
number of tbe enemy s horse appeared, and horered round 
most of the day without eflccting anything but with some 
sbght loss on their part. 

lOth April Genei^ Stuart joined me this day with nee 
and some other articles for between SO and 40 days for bis 
army, and a quantity of mHitary stores. kV e proceed to-mor 
rov? to join, the army at Senngapatam and shall probably 
resch it in five marches- Having no cypher I refrain ftom 
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'>01110 paiticiilai’i , the troop', aio, m ^(.neial, licaltliy, aiul in 
high ^plnti>, ami full of good will. 

I Iia\e the honoui* to be, 

witli gieit 1 expect, niy Loul, 
yoiu most obedient and liiiinble Seivant, 

J. F LO\ D, M. G. 

On my marching from hence to-moiro\r, the communication 
will be entiiely cloi>cd on this ^ide. 


Ko. CLXXV. 

'Hu Ilm I oj' Morntn^lon to LittU -Onuxii Ihtin^ 

Silt, Fort .'51 Geuri'c, l/tli of April, 170'>. 

I had yesterday the satisfaction to leceue youi letter of 
the 7 th instant, and 1 congiatul.ite }ou on the complete suc- 
cess witli which you ha\c establi&lied )our position foi the 
siege of Scringapatam. 

I appioie and admire the judgment and alacrity rvhicli 
inaik tile detachment of the force iindei General Floyd on 
the same morning on which you established your posts, by 
the action you describe. 

The position which you have taken, among other advan- 
tages, IS highly important m the facility which it would afford 
you of detaching a force against any body of. French which 
might effect a landing on the Malabar coast, either before or 
during the approaching monsoon I trust that oui gieat 
naval superiority wall secure us from this danger , but you 
will learn from General Stuart that I have considered the 
possibility of the event, ‘and have been anxious to provide 
agamst it. I wish you to give the matter your joint and 
serious consideration 

I beg you will offer my hearty thanks to those officers and 
corps who distmguished themselves m the attacks of the 5 th 
and 6 th instant 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 
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No CLXXVL 

TV £tW tf f kh EjcttlUnty Sir Alwrtd Cltrk*. 

My Dear Sib, Fort Su Georg© I7th April 1709 

I harojait received tbo commonlcation whicli you initnicted 
Mr Barlow to moko to mo on the subject of the mcisago ad 
dressed to you by Shums-ud-dowlab 

I entirely approTo'^your judgment In referring so delicate 
and important a question to my deeulon Wbatover tempo- 
rary mconvenicncea may occasionally result from tlio delay 
rnddeot to such references, the principle ou which they are 
founded ought to bo strictly observed m all coses of great 
moment. It is equally ^rtom that no disodvontoges e-nn 
arise from such a system of precaution which will not ulti- 
mately be oYorbohmeed by its general benoBts and permanent 
efiecti. The mom spring of such a machine as the Govern- 
ment of Indio can never bo safely touched by any other bond 
than that of the principal mover 
r am persuaded that you have token the proper steps^to 
secure Calcutta ogainst the danger of a sudden attack from 
the nver If the Imoum should assist General Buonaparte 
(whom I beheve to be still m Egypt, with 17 or 18,000 men ) 
their object would bo to sail diroctlyup the Hoogly, and to 
torprue Calcutta, 

I am concerned to observe the slow progress made by 
Major-General Stuart agamstVuier Ah and his banditti. I 
scarcely know a point of more importance to our interests m 
India than the capture or death of that young asaassin and 
the early dispersion of hia followers 

I am &C. 

^ MoawmaTON 


No CLXXVa 

■JV E*r{ %f /• tit Cf^rt Dtrecitn 

Honourabl* Sms Fort 8t George, 20th April 1799 

I now proceed to submit to you a detail of the operations 
of the armies m Mysore. 

The army of Bombay under the command of Lieutenant 
General Stuart marched from Cananore on the 2Iit of Feb 
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ariived at the head of the Poodicherrum Ghaut on the 25th. 
of the same month, and took post at Sedapoie and Sedasere 
on tlie 2nd of Maich, foi the protection of the large supplies 
which had been collected at Veiajunder Pett, in the district 
of Cooiga. From these positions, on Lieutenant-General 
Harris's approach, Lieutenant-General Stuait intended to 
form a junction with the army of Madras. 

The army of Madras, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Geneial Han is, entered the territory of Mysoie on the 5th of 
Maich, and its operations commenced by the leduction of 
^several forts upon the frontier. Some of these forts sur- 
rendeied without any resistance, and none of them were 
defended uith spirit, although the Sultaun appears, from the 
impioved establishment on which he had placed their garri- 
sons, to have provided as well as he could for a different 
result. 

The progress of the army of jMadias, owing to its ample 
equipments in every department, particularly m that of the 
ordnance necessary for the siege of Seiingapatam, was una- 
voidably slow. Its movements, however, were but httle im- 
peded by the enemy. Considerable bodies of horse hovered 
about Its hne of march, but without any other effect than 
that of rendering the communication with the Company’s ter- 
ritories extremely difficult Some parties of horse attacked 
the Nizam’s contingent, and his Highness’s cavalry are 
reported by General Harris to have conducted themselves 
with great spirit, a circumstance which may partly be attri- 
buted to the hnprovements recently introduced into the disci- 
pline and establishments of his Highness’s cavalry at the 
recommendation of the British Resident under my instruc- 
tions. 

At the period when the army of Madias entered Mysore, 
Tippoo Sultaun was supposed to be encamped in the vicmity 
of Maddoor, and to be preparmg to move m the direction of 
Bangalore for the purpose of opposmg the progress of the 
Madras army, in the event of Lieutenant-General Harris 
actually passmg the frontier But it soon appeared that 
although the Sultaun had so recently affected a disposition to 
admit an embassy from the British Goyernment, he had pro- 
bably no other view than to conceal the design which he had 
formed of sti'iking a sudden and eaily blow against the army 

vox,, I. 2 u 



5J0 TIU: EARL OP moehinoton, to Apnl, 

of Bombay For without allowing me tlic same time to 
oniwer hu Ia*l letter which ho hod token for rcpl) Ing to tho»e 
addrCMcd by me to him, ami witliout waiting to hoar of the 
actual commencement of hoaulitica on llic part of tlic BnUah 
Goremment, be camo to the rciolution of attacking tlie army 
of Bombay then oitcmblcd bejond the lino of hu frontier, in 
the district of Coorga, under tlio command ofLicuU-Genend 
Stuart. 

For thu purpoie TIppoo, taking with him the flower of hu 
army, appear* to Imre marched from hu camp near Cenapa * 
^m on the 28th of February, (when General Ham* woa stilly 
within tile Company* temtono*,) and moving rapidly m the 
direction of Penapatam to have arrived tiicro on the mom 
mg of tlio dth of jMarch, (being the *amc day on wliich Lieu 
tenant Gen IloirU entered Myaore on the caatem frontier) 

On the Glh of March Tippoo Sultaun poised hu owd fron- 
tier and attocked a detachment of the army of Bombay, un- 
der the command of Lacut Gen Stuart, tbo total strength of 
whose entire army did not amount to more than 0000 flghdng 
men. The attack of the Sultaun s force was resuted by a 
body not exceeding 2 000 men, and the Sultann* army woa 
Anally defeated anTl totally duperted before General Stuart 
could collect the whole of hu divided force. It is with infl 
nite satu&ctioD that I enclose for the inform|iUoQ of your 
honourable Court the paper marked No. I, containing Gen. 
Stuarts account of tUl* bnDiant and important action which 
took place at Sedaiere on the 8th of March.* 

After thu signal defeat, Tippoo retreated precipitately to 
hu camp at Benapatam and reioained there until the I Itb of 
March without makmg any further attempt to mole*t the 
army The loss suitained by Tippoo s army on the 6th of 
March appear* ^to have amounted to near 2 000 killed, 
•wounded and prisoner* which inclnded several officer* of 
rank and iiome of cotuiderable distinction- That imtained 
by- the army of Bombay will appear m LieuL-General Stuart * 
letter 

Adverting to the great disproportion of number*, and to 
other arcmnstance* of disadvantage, I am confldent that your 
Jionourahlo Court will be of opinion that the conduct and 
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succeed of tlie army of Bombay on that day lias seldom been 
equalled, and ne\cr surpassed in India. 

Under this impression I take the liberty of recommending 
to your favourable notice the several oflicers and corps 
named by Lieut.-General Stuart, in his letter of the 8th of 
Maieb,'* and I am anxious to request your particular atten- 
tion to the distinguished conduct of Lieut.-Geneial Stuart 
and Major-General Ilartlcy, as uell as of Lieut.-Colonel 
jMontiesor and of Lieut -Colonel Dunlop Major-General 
e Ilaitle) had alieady recened a public testimony of my paiti- 
culai apjirobation of his cxtiaoidiiiaiy merit in collecting 
ttoies and piovisions in the district of Coorga, previously to 
the .iui\al of Geneial Stuait on the coast of iNIalabai. 

Tippoo letuined fiom Peiiapatam to Seringapatam, and 
arriving at the lattei place on the Idth of M.ircli, moved from 
thence immediately to meet Lieut.-Gen. Ilairis and the army 
of Madias 

Lieut.-General Hams had advanced on the 26th of Maich 
to a position between Sultanpett and Malavelly, having met 
with no considerable impediment from the enemy. The ene- 
my made then appeal ance in force on that day, but without 
attempting to distuib our army. On the 27th of Maich, 
when the aimy reached its ground at Malavelly, Tippoo 
opened a distant cannonade upon it, which, though at fiist 
disregarded by Lieut.-Geneial Hams, ultmiately led to a 
general engagement, in ^vhlch the enemy was completely 
defeated, and diiven fiom every post which he attempted to 
maintain our loss on this occasion Avas very inconsiderable, 
only seven rank and file bemg killed, and a feAv men (mclud- 
mg four office! s) Avounded, while that of the enemy is sup- 
posed to have amounted to neai 700. 

I lefer your honouiable Couit to Lieut.-General Harris’s 
lettei of the 27th of Maich,f which foims pait of the enclo- 
sure No 1, for a more particular account of this impoitant 
victory, requesting also your attention to the merits of the 
seveial officers and coips distinguished by the notice of 
Lieut.-General Harris. 

General Harris marched on the 28th a few mdes to the 
southAvaid of Malavelly, without the least interruption-- from 
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tho CQeiny> from whence it tiuiy bo inferred that Tippoo Sul 
taun wai conildorably dlaplntcd by tho defeat winch ho hod 
iiutained on tho preceding day, added to tho prcTious luc 
ceaz obtained over lum by tlio army of Bomba> 

On tho 29th of March General llama happily accom- 
phahed a raoTcnicnt which muit have greatly aatomahed and 
diaconccrted tho enemy inalcad of proceeding m tho direc 
tion of iVraltcrry and Karagat, Llout,-Gcn llama luddcnly 
turned towarda tho River Cavery, where finding a ford at 
aome diitanco above tho junction of tho Cavery and Copany, 
ho immediately croiacd tho Cavery with a port of hia army, 
and occupied strong poiiUona on botli banka of that nver, at 
tho diatonco of about fifteen milca from Senngapatatm Thia 
movement woa also made without tho leaat opposition on the 
part of the enemy, who indeed doca not seem to havo enter- 
tained tho most distant ausploon of the British Generals 
deiigm 

Lord ComwoUia, at a more advanced period of tho year, 
having in vain sought for a practicable ford to tho southward 
of Se^gapotam, Tippoo probably concluded that Llcut- 
Ganerol Hama woald have puraa^ hU Lordship a route to 
the ford of Caniambaddy northword of Senngapatam, for the 
purpose of efTectmg a junction from thence with the army of 
Bombay It is diffiodt to acconnt othorwiae for Tippoo a 
inaction "while General Harris executed this orduona nnH 
important movement 

The advantage! of the position thus acquired by General 
Hama moat prove coniiderable. In addition to Ae unmo- 
diate acquisition of cattle and forage it must fbcQitate the 
junction with the army of Bombay It must afford additional 
security to the abundant magaxmea which have been formed 
In tho Coorga country, and ftvour the safe approach of our 
coQvoyi from the aouthern districts and firom the Barnimahl 
by the pass of Covenporam ; and it promises to open to our 
army that range of forage, sltoated to the southward of Se- 
ringapatam, which Tippoo seems to have reserved for the 
consumption of bis own army 

Taeut. General Hams, "with iua whole army havmg crossed 
the Cavery on the 30th of Miueh halted near the village of 
SoseDy on the 31st on the 1st of April he moved towards 
Seringa potn m , and on the flth encamped two miles south 
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west oi' tliat city, hiuing c.vpcuencecl no opposition fiom the 
enemy since the iiTth of March. On the morning of the O’th 
of April, after an engagement in which the enemy appears to 
ha\e made consuleiable resistance, Lieut.-General Hams 
took possession of Snltunpetta and an adjacent tope ol grove, 
and about the same time Major-General Floyd, with a strong 
detachment, was sent to etfcct a junction witli tlie army of 
Bombay on tlie mounng of the Oth of Apnl Licut.-Gcneral 
Stuart receued at Scdupoie a note from Lient.-Gcn. Harris, 
announcing the arrival of the latter at Senngapatam, and 
also signifying tliat Major-CJoaeral Floyd was to be detached 
from the army of Madias on the Gth of Apnl foi the purpose 
ahead)' stated. In conaoipiencc of tins intelligence, Lieut.- 
Gcncral Stn.ut had determined to march from Sedapore to 
Sedaserc on the 7th of April, and it is probable that the 
junction of tlie army of Bombay with the detachment under 
the command of Majox-Gcneral Floyd was eOected on the 
8th m the neighbourhood of Pcnapatain. The last accounts 
received by me fiom General Harii!> are dated on the 7th 
instant, w hen he states that he had taken up his position for 
the siege of Senngapatam. 

Tippoo Sultaun, on the 7th of April, had not returned any 
answer to my letter of the 22ml of Febiuai), noi had he 
manifested any disposition to propose a negotiation. Lieut.- 
General Hams IS instructed to piopose pieliumiaiy ai tides 
of peace to the Sultaun before the Biitish batteries shall be 
opened against Seringapatam. 

Wlnle General Hains was advancing towaids Senngapa- 
tam, Lieut.-Colonel Read was employed in i educing the 
country to the northward of Ryakottah. His operations 
were intended to have embraced a wide range, and he had 
made consideiable progress in them, when the more urgent 
service of convoying to the army the large supplies which 
were collected in the Bairamahl, made it necessary for him 
to change the direction of his match. He is now drawing 
together in the vicimty of Coveiypoiam the numerous bimjar- 
ries and other supphes intended foz the aimy encamped 
before Seringapatam, which place it is hoped he may be able 
to reach early in May. 

To the southwaid of the Cainatic and of Mysoie, Lieut.- 
Col Biowne, at the head of a lespectable detachment, began 
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hil operatJont by the reduction of Carroor, whicli surro- 
dered to him, without any »cnoui rciutancc, on the 5th of 
April On the 8th he sent a detachment agohut Errodo, 
and marched himiclf on tho 9th to reduce Araracourchy 
He would, howerer be obUged to iiupcnd hU intended ope- 
raUona in the dutrict of Counbatoor, and to unite hia dotadi- 
ment to that of CoL Read, with tho view of fonnmg a force 
iufficiently itrong to giro duo protection to the large and 
important Bupphe* proceeding to Serxngapatam, 

Arnvacoui^y, which had been considerably strengthened 
since last war, lurrcndereil to Liout. Col Brown on tho lOlh 
instant. 

I ba\e tho honour to be Ac 

Mohninoton 

P S 22nd April 1799 — ^Aftcr closing my letter I had tho 
latufaction to receive despatclies from Generals Harris and 
Stuart 

I congratulate your honourabio Court on tho succetsibl 
junction of tho detachment under General Floyd with tho 
army of Bombay The final junction of the whole army of 
Bombay with the army before Scringapatam was expected to 
take place about the 13th instant It may be safely affirmed 
not to be la the power of Tippoo, oren matepally, to retard 
this junction which when effected, must excite a senous 
alarm in the mind of the Sultaun for tho safety of his capital 
if not of his person 

Your honourabio Court will perceire that Lieut-Geneml 
Harris, m his progress to Senngapatam encountered the 
same difllcultics which were experienced by Lord Cornwallis 
from the failure of tho cattle pronded for the service of the 
army which although amply sufflaent m pomt of number at 
the commencement of the erxpedition, appear to have rapidly 
decreased on the entrance of the army mto Mysore j the ch 
mote and water of that country are represented to be 
extremely unfavourable to the cattle of the Carnatic, The 
delay which arose from this unavoidable contingency seems 
to have been considerable , but your honourable Court will, 
no doubt view with satis f action the spirit wnti ^th 

which this difficulty was met by the Commander m Chief 
and the xealous exertion of the whole army by which ho was 
snsbled to proceed on his march 
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No. CLXVIII. 

The Eitrl of Monuu^ton to the Etcnt Commit he of the UomnrabL Court 

of Direct ora 

HoSOI;r\ULE Sirs, Tort St G’cor;,^', 22mi .Vpnl, l/yy 

The distractions in the Government of Poonali have in- 
creased to such a degree us to preclude all hope of assistance 
in the war with Tipiioo Sultaun, fioin that qu.irter. On tlie 
other hand, however, this state of confusion in the Mahiatta 
empire equally prevents the possibility of any attempt against 
)Our interests. 

The sudden flight of Vizier Ah fiom Benaies having ena- 
bled the magistiate of that city to sccuie the papers of the 
assiissin, a scene of the utmost importance to your interests 
has been disclosed by the evammation of those autlicntic 
documents. Copies of the scveial papers which fell into our 
liands were transmitted to me, and under my orders several 
persons involved in the designs of Vizier Ah have been ap- 
prehended in difleient paits of the provinces. The inspec- 
tion of their papers has led to furthei discoveiies, and al- 
though I cannot yet communicate to you a detailed account of 
the nature and objects of the designs and the views of those 
who have been apprehended or of then chief, I am already m 
possession of sullicient evidence to piove that a conspnacy 
had been formed for the purpose not only of restoring Vizier 
All to the tliione of Oude, but also of favouiing the invasion 
of Zemaun Shah, and of expelling the English nation from 
the piovinces of Bengal, Bahar,. and Oiissa. 

The leaders of the conspiracy having been apprehended, and 
every pi ecaution having been taken to prevent disoider oi tu- 
mult, I do not expect that any of the intended objects of the 
conspnators can now be effected. It appeals more probable, 
that the piematuie disclosure of the conspiracy, and the sea- 
sonable measures which have been taken for averting its evil 
consequences, will disconcert and intimidate such accom- 
plices as may happen to elude the vigilance of Governmeut, 
But the complexion of this transaction leads to serious 
reflections on the condition of your possessions m Bengal and 
the provinces The defective state of the police m the pro- 
vinces and the several great cities will lequne immediate 
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flttcntiOD* 'iouwillobacnc thottlie pcraoiji concerned in tfua 
treoioa are almost cxcluaivcly Mahommcdmn, and ac\cral of 
them of high rank It la a radical imi>crfcctlon In the con 
ititutJon of our citabbtluncnta In India, that no lyttcin ap* 
peor« to ha\o been adopted with a wexr citlicr to concdiatc 
tho good vrill or to controul the dUolTcction of thu dcicnp- 
tion of our lubjccti, whom wo found in potacasion of tho 
GoTemment, and whom wo hayo excluded from all share of 
emolument, honour, and authority, without proridmg any 
adequate corrcctiro of tiioto poasioiu inudent to tbo loss of 
dignity, wealth, and power 

The lost accounts from Bengal state, tliat Vuier All was 
still m tho neighbourhood of Qonickpoor at tho bead of a 
considerable body of banditti, but os tbo Kajobs of Napaul 
and Betool bad abandoned his cause, and a considerable de 
tacbmont of our troops under the command of 3Iajor General 
Stuart, had advanced within a few miles of his position, no 
doubt appeared that bis followers would soon l>o disponed, 
and a conAdent hope was entertained that his person would 
fall mto our hands 

1 have the satisfactioo to mform you, that notwithstanding 
the export of forty lacs of rupees in spome to this Presidency, 
and the actual commencement of hostilities with Tippoo SuJ- 
tauu the discount upon oil the public securities m Bengal 
has expencnced a considerable diminutiOD during the course 
of the last month and with the old of the supplies m specie 
which we expect from England, I flatter myself that I «hal1 
be enabled within a short period of tunc, to direct an cnlargo- 
meijt of the commercial mvestment at all the Presidenaes, I 
am naturally impatient to return to Bengal, but the expe- 
rience of every hour xonrinces me more strongly that the 
avowed projects of Tippoo Sultann, combmed with his ac 
knowledged means of carrying them into effect, have been 
among the most efficient causes not only of the decline of 
pnbbc and private credit m Bengal, but also of encouragement 
to the dis aff ected and disorderly class of your subjects, I 
am therefore persuaded that the effectual reduction of Tip- 
poo 8 means of mischief is indispensable to the welfare and 
franquiUity of all your possessions. Under this impression I 
feel It to be my duty to reniam at this Presidency so long ss 
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iny prebciice can in any degree contribute to the energy and 
vigoiu of our military operations. 

It is a moiit extraordinary circumstance, that we have not 
yet leceivcd any authentic intelligence of the condition of the 
French army in Egypt, noi of that of our naval defences m 
the Red Sea. By the ships lately arrived from the Cape I 
leain that Commodoie Blanket was in the Mozambique chan- 
nel towards the end of Octobci, that he had met with adverse 
■a inds, and was apprehensive that he should be obliged to 
bear up foi Bombay. Since that peiiod I am entirely igno- 
rant of his course or condition. 

By the latest accounts from Constantinople it appears that 
Geneial Buonapaite’s aniiy still consisted of 17 or 18,000 
fightmg men. 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CLXXIX. 

Lieut - General Hants to the Earl of Mot nington 
My Lord, Cauip before Senngapatani, 22ml April, 1799. 

On the 18th instant I had the honoui to addiess to youi 
Lordship a repoit of the pioceedings of the army to that 
date, which was given in charge to General Floyd, who on 
the 19th marched with the cavalry, a biigade* of native in- 
fantry, and the Nizam’s hoise, to meet Colonel Read near 
Cauveiipoiam, and assist in escortmg the BrmjaiTies to camp. 
That morning a batteiy was opened on the north side of the 
Cauvery, to enfilade the enemy’s enti enchments in front of 
our intended attack. The 20th, m tlie evening, the most ad- 
vanced of these was cairied by our troops, and a parallel 
established on the spot on that night , the letter of which, a 
tianslation is annexed, was received from Tippoo Sultaun. 
On the night of the 21st a battery foi six gims was elected 
near the ruins of the powder mill, and as a violent attack was 
made before day of the 22nd on all General Stuart’s posts, 
four guns and two howitzers opened from this batteiy on the 
fort this mormng with considerable effect, in destroying its 
defences and reduemg its fire. 

Yesterday, after consultmg the Commissioners appointed 
to assist me m subjects of political aiiangement, and with 



538 TUK £ABL or MOBNINOTON, TO \pnl, 

Mccr AUiuu Bahadur, I determined, m reply to tlio Sultaun, 
to tranamit a draft of prcUminonca founded on your Lord 
ihjp I paper B , with iuch aheraUont aa the cliangc of cir 
cumatoncca teemed to requu*o in tlic iccunty exacted — addi 
tional hoitflge* in lieu of forta, which now we have no tune to 
receive. I have required a* hostagea four ioni of the Sultaun 
and four of hia principal oIBcera, to be tcicctcd ]>} me Theae, 
with the treoauro to bo aent In forty-ciglit hours to camp, or 
I retervo to myself the power of extending the demand o>en 
to the poucasion of Senogapatam. The letter was sent thu 
day at noon. A duplicate of your Lordships letter of the 
29th ultimo baa been received from the Coorga country The 
particular accounta you require cannot now bo sent. We 
wont only provisiona and cattlo at present. ISIoncy will be 
necessary next month Of nee we have collected, by various 
modes, enoagb to subsut our dghting men to the middle of 
May 

I have the honour to be, Ac 

Geoboe Haabis. 

TrtJuUti** ^ • Lftler yVas Tfpp*» SuIUn (9 LirtS^GcMcni llrrrU 
hearing ms daU hnt iwf csd ta otmp Iffbrt ScrUgnpaUm m tit rtenijig- 
iiftitSOiiJprU 1799 

In the letter of Lord Monungton it la wntten that the 
clearing up of matters at issue is proper and that therefore, 
you having been empowered for the purpose will appomt 
such persons as you judge proper for coiuluctiug a conference 
and renewing tbc busmess of a treaty You are the well 
wither of both Circara, In this matter what u your pleasure 
mform me, that a conference may tahe place. 

A true Trsnsltdon, 

Bajut Caon 


No CLXXX 

T%t EtH ^ Jtf#r»lMj/s» tt Unx Gmrtl fftmt. 

Sm, Fort St. George, April 23rd 1799 

Various circunistanccs, of which the general nature is 
stated to you In another despatch of thm date, eowhine to 
render it desirable that Tippoo Sultaun s power nod resources 
should be reduced to the lowest possible state, and even ut 
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terly destroyed, if the events of iiar should afford the oppor- 
tunity. 

One of these circumstances is the equivocal conduct of the 
Mahrattas, -which leads me to conclude that they will afford 
us no assistance against Tippoo, and to apprehend that they 
may assist him, if any favourable occasion should occui 

The victory of the 27th of March, combined with that of 
the 6th of March, has, I tiust, induced you to adopt draft 
S’* as the basis of any propositions which you may have 
made to Tippoo, previous to opening your batteiies against 
Seringapatam. 

If Tippoo should have agreed to pieliminary ai tides 
founded on draft B , in framing the definitive treaty, you will 
express the cessions of territories and the payments of money 
in such terms as shall leave at my option the Peishwa’s pio- 
portion of either. 

For this puipose, the preamble to any definitive tieaty 
which you may conclude, should not contain any specification 
of the allies. The Company only should be specified, and 
the allies be mcluded in geneial teims, accoiding to the fol- 
lowing draft. 

“ Definitive tieaty, &c. between the Honourable English 
Company and their allies, concluded by Lieut.-General Hams 
on the part of the said Company and of then allies, by virtue 
of powers fiom the Governoi -General, &c.” 

The name of Meer Allum, or of the Nizam, should not ap- 
peal in the treaty; you will tieat undei poweis fiom me I 
have Ijttle apprehension that Meer Allum will disappiove the 
terms and foim of this pieamble, but if he should entertain 
any doubts on the occasion, they would be immediately re- 
moved by apprizing him, in confidence, that the arrangement 
was designed to exclude the Mahrattas fiom an equal parti- 
cipation m the successes of the war, excepting on conditions 
which should operate to the particular benefit of the Nizam’s 
Government. 

Upon the same principle, and with the same view, it will be 
necessary that those articles of the definitive treaty regarding 
cessions, and specifymg the several distiicts and forts to be 
respectively ceded to the allies, should be so qualified as to 


* See p. -163. 
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place the ilwro to be allotted to the Pculiwa at the dlipoaal 
of the Company and of the KUanu 
After a specification of the »evcral districts to bo ceded 
respectively to the Company and to the Niutn, tho echcdule 
of Ao temtory to bo ceded to the Poishwa might be qualified 
according to tho following draft. 

* But whereas the Pcishwa has borne no part m tho pre- 
sent war, and all tho expenses of It have been defrayed by 
the Company and the Nixam, it u hereby declared that tho 
foregoing districts shall be deemed to belong to tho Pclshwa 
only on condition of the sold PeUhwa making, within a penod 
of two montbi &om the date of this treaty, a satisfactory ad 
justment with the Company and the Nuam, on account of the 
burthen of tho war having exclusively fallen on them , and in 
default of tho Pouhwa s making such a satufactory adjust 
ment, the distncts to bo ceded by tho present treaty to tho 
Peishwa shall bo deemed to belong to tho Company and to 
the KUam, who shall be at liberty to divide them os they 
shall judge proper” 

I Willi the terms of any treaty which you may conclude 
with Tippoo Sultaun, to bo regulated by the principles which 
I have laid down m tho present letter 
I alio wish (if you have entered into no engagements with 
Tippoo Sultaun when you receive this letter) that the power 
and resources of that pnnee should be reduced to os low a 
state as possible You ore, therefore authorised to proceed 
to any extremity which you shall consider practicable, with- 
out oiposmg us to the expense of a protracted and tedious 
war or endangering the safety of your army, or any^of the 
advantages already acquired. 

In the event of any treaty with Tippoo you must now ob- 
tain the utmost possible degree of security for his faithful 
execution of its stipulations If thu question is still open I 
authonxe you to demand the temporary possession of tho fort 
of Senngapatam to he holden as an additional pledge of se- 
curity provided that your aupenonty ■ hall be so decuive as 
to entitle you to require such a concession. 

I desire that the names of Lieub-Gcnaral Stuart gnd of 
^lajor-General Hartley be added to the commission appointed 
to assist yoo m all matters of negotiation. The knowledge 
which those officers possess of the mterests of the Company 
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on tlie coast of Malabar, will prove very useful to you ; and 
I authorize you to make any variation, in the terms of peace, 
relating to Malabar, which may be suggested by those officers. 

I have the honoiu* to be, &:c. 

Mornington. 


No. CLXXXI. 

The Earl of Mormn^ion to hts Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic 

Fort St George, 24th April, 1799. 
May it please your Highness 

1. Within a few days subsequent to my arrival at this Pre- 
sidency, I had the honour to inform your Highness of the state 
of the differences existmg between the Honourable Company 
and Tippoo Sultaun, and conformably to the tenth article of 
the treaty of 1792. I explamed to your Highness, in the 
fullest manner, the probabihty of an approaching rupture 
with that prince. 

2. The conduct of Tippoo Sultaun since that time having 
rendered war absolutely necessary for the security of the 
allied powers, hostilities have actually commenced. 

3 The thud article of the treaty of 1792 stipulates that, 

m the event of war breaking out in the Carnatic, and coimtries 

appertaining to either party, and dependent on the Carnatic, 
or contiguous thereto, it is agreed, for the better prosecution 
of it, that as long as it shall last, the said Company shall pos- 
sess fiill authority over the Carnatic, except the Jaghurs be- 
longing to the family of the said Nawaub, and except also 
ceitam charities, and shall collect the revenues thereof^ the 
said Company hereby engagmg that, duimg such war, they 
will pay to the said Nawaub one-fifth share of the net revenue 
arising theiefiom ” 

4 Under this article it is now become the rigjit of the Com- 
pany to exercise that full authority over the Carnatic which 
is thus formally acknowledged to be necessary for the better 
prosecution of war. 

5. Your Highness, I am persuaded, is also satisfied, that it 
is now become my mdispensable duty, without delay, to assume 
"the revenues of the Carnatic conformably to the thud article 
of the treaty of 1792, unless some new arrangement can now 
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be framed with the corucnt of both partien; which sliall af- 
ford equal Kcxinty to tho common intcrcits of your Ilighnca* 
and of tho Company, for tho vigoroua and cOcctual proiccu 
tion of tho war 

0. I am aworo that both your Higbncia and jour respected 
father hare over been disinclined to tho assumption of tho 
Carnatic by the Company, In tho manner specified by the 
article m question, and cntcrtainmg an anxious and amccro 
desire not only to promote your Highness a Interests and 
welfare but to respect >our inclinations and sentiments to 
tho utmost extent compatiblo with tho security of tho Coma 
tic, I am mduced to submit to your Highness a consideration 
tlie plan of a new orrangement between }our Highness and 
tho Company which, if it sholl prove acceptable to your 
Highness, will preclude tho necessity of resorting to the sti- 
pulations of the third articlo of tho treaty of 1792, and of 
assammg the whole of tho Comatic not only during the pro 
sent hut during any future war 
7 In framing on arrangement on this foundation, I bavo 
endeavoured to extend its provisions with tho vjew of com 
prehendmg the whole state and condition of your Highness s 
connection with the Company os well os the equitable adjust- 
ment of the vanoos subjects of complaint which your Highness 
has been to represent to me since the period of my 

taking charge of the general Government of Indim 

8. Before I proceed to the details of this plan, I shall sub- 
mit to your Highness s consideration some observations, which 
as they proceed from my good wishes for your prosperity and 
happmeti, 1 trust you will receive with the cordiahty of 
friendship 

9 Your Highness a situation for some years post has 
neither been satisfoctory to yourself nor advantageous to tho 
mtereati either of your own subjects or of the Company 

10 Your stipulated monthly payments, under tho treaty of 
1792 are not only moderate m tbeir amount, but cannot bo 
stated to bear a duo proportion to the mcreoied mihtary 
charges now defrayed by the Company for tho defence of 
tho Cannatic. 

11 Your Highness will never forget that the amount of 
these payments was settled by Lord CornwaDis under an in- 
dulgent modification of the treaty of 1787, the benefits of 
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which the Company chcei fully relinquished, for the purpose 
of leheving his Highness, the late Nabob of the Cainatic, 
and ultimately your Highness from distiess of circumstances 
and from anxiety of mind. 

12. Model ate as these payments aie in their amount, they 
have proved the source of continual vexation to the late Nabob 
of the Cai natic and to your Highness ; and you have nevei been 
able to realize them in the Company’s Tieasuiy, without the 
utmost degiee of difficulty and embaiiassment, aiising from 
unfortunate defects in the admimstiation of your affairs. 

13. These embauassments have occasioned the adoption of 
tempoiary expedients, for the puipose of removing the pres- 
sure of the moment, and the consequences of lesorting 
to such expedients have been injurious not only to the 
peace of your Highness’s mind, but to the permanent interests 
and happiness of your subjects, and to the foundations of the 
opulence and prospeiity of the Carnatic. 

14 The tiuth of this faithful and amicable representation, 
will, I am peisuaded, pioduce a just impiession on your High- 
ness’s mind, when you leflect on the large amount of those sums 
of money applied to defiay the exorbitant rates of interest, on 
all the various loans occasioned by the necessity of discharg- 
ing youi monthly payments. 

15. These loans have usually been accompanied by assign- 
ments of teriitoiy to the cieditois, whose vexatious manage- 
ment of the levenues assigned, has been the continual cause of 
of the most aggiavated calamities to the inhabitants, of the 
Carnatic. 

16 In these tiansactions the loss has fallen on your High- 
ness, youi subjects, and your fi lends, and the illicit piofit has 
eniiched those, who (to use the words of youi lespected father, 
addressed to Lord Cornwallis) “nevei approach youi Durbar 
foi any other puipose, than to puisue then habitual views of 
plunder and rapine.” 

17. ypon the whole, the final result of this system has been, 
that your Highness’s mind has continued in apeipetual state 
of solicitude and alaira, fiom the difficulty of satisfying the Com- 
pany’s claims, of which the modeiation and justice cannot be 
contested. That the resources of youi country have fallen 
into a state of progressive decay , and that the Company re- 
gularly receiving your Highness’s monthly payments into the 
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trctBury, hai viewed with unavailing regret, the rapid approocli 
of that ermi in the Carnatic, when every source of public 
revenue and credit, oi well os of private opulence, Industry, 
and population must bo reduced to the lowest condition. 

Neither your UighncM nor the Company can reflect 
with laUsfocUon on the regular discharge of your monthly pay 
ments, when thoio payments ore known and acknowledged to 
bo oiTccted by means, whicli aggravate your Highness s cm 
banrassments, and rapidly exhaust the tcrntonal security 
pledged to the Company for thomihtary subsidy 

19 The collateral operation of this unhappy system is not 
less injurious than its direct tendency The notoncty of tliose 
emhanuasments which compel your Highness to resort to tho 
expedient of loans and assignments of territory, loads to a 
general expectation of the approacbmg failure of your monthly 
payments and consequently of a speedy transfer of the pledged 
districts to tho management of the Company 

20 A constant expoctadon of war for somo years post bos 
farther countenanced tho notion, that the Company s manage> 
ment most soon bo extended over a large part of your High> 
neis s temtones undor tho Ord article of tho treaty of 1792. 

21 These expectations have precluded tho possLbOity of 
introdudng for the rchef of your Highness s subjects, any 
improvement founded on flxed and dorable pnnmples 

2S. The Carnatic, therefor© m addition to the calamitous 


misnde of those who have governed it, under temporary assign 
ments of territory, has been subjected to nH the accumulated 


evils of a divided Government and of a fluctuating and pre- 
canons authonty 


23. These sentiments relating to your Highness s situation 


are not the result of myjodgment alone, I submit them to you as 
the result of the dehberate judgment of the Honorable Court 
of Directors and of his Miyestys Ministers formed upon a 
fhD, dispassionato and impartial investigation of the relation 
in which your Highness stands towards the Company and of 
the whole state of your aSairs 


24 The principles of sound and comprehensive pohey the 
dnUes of respect and regard for your Highness, as well ss 
those of humane consideration for the welfare of your snbj ects 
d em a n d, that the Company and his Majesty s Mimster# should 
look beyond the mere convenience of the present hour to tho 
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certain operation of evils, menacing he permanent resouices 
of your countiy. 

25. Theappiehension of the approach of that period, when 
the necessary efiect of these evils must break forth to tlie 
entue ruin of the interests of your Plighness and of the Com- 
pany in the Carnatic, has induced the Com t of Directors, 
and the Goveinmentof Fort St. George, touige with earnest- 
ness the necessity of a new airangement with your Highness. 
They have, however refiained fioin insisting to its full extent 
on that claim of justice and right, which the Company derives 
from the letter as well as the general substance and spiiit of 
the treaty of 1792, according to the established maxims of 
public law and national faith. 

26. Under that treaty, your Highness’s faith is unequivocally 
pledged never to grant tunkwahs oi assignments of revenue 
on the districts composing the security of your monthly pay- 
ments to the Company. 

27. I am aware that the same article has also provided foi the 
avoidance of all such tunkwahs or assignments as shall be found 
to exist on any of the pledged districts, which shall pass into 
the hands of the Company under the operation of the preced- 
ing articles of the ti’eaty. But this provision cannot be viewed 
in any other hght than that of an extraordinary precaution, 
to estabhsh an additional security for the mteiests of the 
Company. It cannot be construed to absolve your Highness 
from the positive obhgation, which you have contracted m 
specific terms, “ not to grant tunkwahs or assignments on any 
account on the revenues of tbe districts, responsible for any 
arrears, which may accrue in the payment of the stipulated 
kists.” 

28. If the tieaty of 1792, has not provided a sufficient se- 
curity for the due peifoimance of this obhgation, and if the 
neglect of this obhgation threatens to defeat the primary object 
of the whole tieaty ,''and to destroy the fundamental principle of 
your Highness’s connection with the Company, the contract- 
ing parties must resort to the general law of nations, to sup- 
ply the defective provisions of an engagement, which it is 
their mutual mteiests to preserve inviolate, according to its 
true tenor and original spuit. 

29. The permanent establishment of an adequate territorial 
security for the payment of your Highness’s share of the 

VOL. I 2 N 
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oxponco of defending tho CarnnUc, is the prinapal object of 
the treaty of 1792, iho treaty, therefore, would become na 
gatory aiid dolusitc, if no remedy could bo protidcd against the 
continuance of a system, whoso unrestrained progress must 
ultimately deprive your Highness of tho power of sausfymg 
your engagements to tho Company, and must Icato the Com- 
pany bereft of all means of rccotcnng tho ruinous conso- 
quenccB of such fadure. Your Highness s own ducemment, 
will at once enable you to judge, whether it was tho mtention 
of Lord Cornwalhs In signing tho treaty of 17D2, to prondo 
areal, substnnlial, and lasting security for tho Compaoys 
military subsidy, or to sanction a system of disorder by which 
the whole value and ediaency of that security roust bo onniUi 
laled before tlio Company could denve any benefit from it. 

30 It IS not necessary at present to trouble your Highness 
with a more detailed representation on this part of the subject, 
— the plan which I now have the honor to submit to you, is 
calculated to preclude all suchdiscussioas, and 1 bavo revived 
the subject In this place merojy for tho purpose of pomtmg 
your attention to one of the principal causes which Ua^ 0 Ica 
dered a new arrangement with your Highnessindupcnsablc. 

SI Your Highneu, I am persuaded cannot reasonably now 
tho proposition for a new arrangement proceeding from the 
^Company, with any degree of jealousy or alarm, I must 
repeat the observation (and I recommend it with all tho ear- 
nestneas of friendship to your most serious consideration) 
that a similar jealousy on tho part of the Company, woidd 
have bound bU Highness, the late Nabob and your Higbncii 
to the stipnlations of the treaty of 1787 

82 If the Company had pertinaciously adhered to the letter 
of that treaty, and had insisted on a strict performance of tho 
engogements contracted under it, I leave it to your Highness s 
candour and justice to declare what would have been the 
actual condition of your afroirsT But the Company tbeq 
waved its undtmabio rights under a subsisting treaty and 
consented to a new arrangement at your solicitation and for 
your benefit. The Company has therefore, a just claim to 
^yonr Highness s favourable attention on the present occasion 
and I trust, that under this impresiion, your Highness will 
not receive my earnest proposition for a modification of the 
treaty of 1792 with any other sensation those with which 
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Loid Cornwallis leceived your respected father’s application 
for a modification of the treaty of 1787. 

33 . In proceeding to submit to your Highness the details of 
my proposed plan, I shall m the first instance state certain gene- 
ral piinciples, which appear to me necessaiy to be obseived 
for the common benefit ol^ all parties. 1st. — That the new 
tieaty shall compiehend the adjustment of eveiy branch of 
youi Highness’s affairs, as connected with your 1 elation to 
the Company, and shall leave no question open to future dis- 
cussion. 

2nd. — ^That whatever adjustment shall now take place, 
shall be so framed as to affbrd the utmost degree of practi- 
cable security against the possibility of futuie change m order 
that the new treaty may become a final and conclusive settle- 
ment between youi Plighness and the Company. 

3id. — ^That with a view to secure the stability of the new 
treaty, as well as to piovide an adequate lemedy for the evils 
alieady enumeiated in this letter, effectual provision be made 
that no part of the Carnatic shall remain or fall under a di- 
vided Government, or a fluctuating or piecarious authority. 

34 Refeirmg to these geneial principles, the fiist object of 
considei ation in the^ state of your Highness’s affaiis, iS’your 
debt to the Company. This now consists. 

First — Of the balance as lepoited by Messrs. Woolf and 
Place, on the 1st July, 1793 — 35,06,135 

Second — Balance of the Kistbundy Account, as per ac- 
count, made up to 9th Sept., 1791 — 19,98,006. 

Thud. — ^Balance of the new Cavalry Loan, with interest at 
8 per cent., to the 12th Octobei 1798 — 11,62,770 Total — 
66,66,911. 

35. The two fiist ai tides of this debt at the earnest desire 
of his Highness, the late Nabob of the Carnatic, weie referied 
to the aibitration of the Goveinor-geneial in Council, in the 
^year 1793, and a Committee was appointed in Bengal, for the 
purpose of assisting the Govei nor-General m deciding upon 
them. This Committee has never yet dehveied in any report, 
but having myself enteied into a minute exammation of the 
whole of these disputed accounts, and having considered with 
impartiality, the respective claims of youi Highness and of 
the Company, I have no doubt that upon the balance of these 
accounts, you will be found justly indebted to the Company 
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to o Tcry largo amount. If, ho«rcvcr, a nc\r arrangement 
ihould bo acceptable to your Illglincii, I am ready on the 
part of tbo Company to conudor whether it may not be proc 
tlcablo to compromise tbo wbolo of tbu claim, omountmgto 
65 0 H41 pgt as well aa the amount of any chum arising out 
of the paymenU mado by tho Company to your llighnciie 
coneobdated crcdltoni of 17S7 Die extreme flohcitudc ma 
mfested by tbo late Nabob of tho CamaUc, to induce Lord 
Cornwtlba to place tlicso disputed accounts m a way of adjust 
ment by which his Highness bound himself to submit im 
pbcitly to tho award of tbo GoTemor-Gencral in Coundlf 
with relation to them, aro sufllacnt testimonies of the 
importance and value of tho concession which the Company 
may be disposed tomaho to yout Highness m this article dur- 
ing the course of the ncgotfiation. 

3Q "With regard to tho advance mode by tho Company to 
the late Nabob for the discharge of his Highness • debt, deno- 
minated the new cavalry loan, 1 am satisfied that this branch 
of your Highneta s debt to tho Company should be liquidated, 
po^y by on arrangement, stated fnta tho STth to the 41it 
paragraph of this letter and portly 0n the manner already 
proposed by your Highness to Sir John Shore ) by the appli- 
cation of the sum of 6,21,105 pagodas, after your Highness a 
present guaranteed debt shall have been hquidated by tbo 
operation of that fund 

37 The great pressure of the material branches of your debt 
to the Company would thus be entirely relieved by tberr m 
dulgence and the penod of the discharge of your now cavalry 
debt would be settled m such a manner that it could never 
interfere with your coDvenience~~a stipulation may be Inserted 
In the Treaty bmdmg the Company never to apply to your 
Highness for any advance of money on account of the new 
cavalry debt, previous to the penod when its hqmdation 
shall co mm e nc e by the operation of the fund assigned for that 
purpose. 

38. Your Highness has, at different times, preferred certam 
claims with respect to the Ramnod surplus, and to the Peish 
cush of Sadras, and to the pearl fishery of Ceylon. 

39 Your Highness has been informed^at the whole ques- 
*■ Uon respecting Ka m na d has been referred to the Court of 
Directors. If however I should be enabled to conclude a 



1799 . 


THE NABOB OP THE CARNATIC. 


549 


new Treaty with your Highpess, I shall he ready to decide the 
question of Ramnad without waiting for the result of the 
reference to the Honourable the Court of Directors. And 
being anxious to pay every attention to youi Highness’s 
just claims I shall direct the balance of the revenues of Ram- 
nad 1 emaining (after the deduction of all expences accoi dmg 
to the 9th article of th§ agi cement of 1795, concluded by 
Lord Hobart,) to be cairied to your Highness’s credit in the 
account of the new cavalry debt, immediately aftei your ac^ 
ceptance of the geneial ai rangement which may be concluded 
between your Highness and the Company, m consequence of 
this lettei . 

40. I propose to dhect, that the whole amount of the 
Peiscush, due to your Highness, since Sadras has been in the 
hands of the Company, shall he earned to your credit in the 
same account. 

41. Your Highness’s shaie of the pearl fishery has been cal- 
culated on principles which admit of no contest, to be one- 
fifth part of the number of boats employed in the whole fishery 
in each season, and an equivalent sum of money has been 
allowed to your Highness in your general account. Imme- 
diately after the execution of the new Tieaty, I shall direct 
this sum also to he earned to your credit on the same account, 
and m the same manner as the two preceding sums. The 
Governor of Ceylon hemg now at this Pi esidency, in conse- 
quence of having received my orders to meet me here for the 
purpose of setthng the affairs of his Government under my 
directions, if the pioposals stated in this letter should meet 
your Highness’s approbation, I shall direct the Governoi of 
Ceylon to form a Treaty with your Highness, seeming to you 
the regular payment of your share of the peail fisheiy. The 
payment to he made by the Governor of Ceylon mto your 
Highness’s treasury. 

4)2. The Governor of Ceylon will state to your Highness the 
great mjury which would arise to the fishery from suffermg 
any persons to interfere with those to whom it is farmed. 
And I, therefoie, timst that your Highness will notdesiie to 
send any boats to the fishery. The punctual payment of your 
just share appears to me to be the most advantageous settle- 
ment which can he made for your interests, as well as fo? 
those of the Government of Ceylon. 
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43 Haring thu» manifested niy dcilro to at end to the 
several object* whicli I know to bo Inlcrcaling to >our High- 
net* I am furtlicr to inform >ou that I nm ready, by an article 
of the new Treaty*, to rchnquisb tho nght of tlio Company 
to the a«iumption of tiio Carnatic during tho pretent, and 
during all futuro wort, on tho following condition*. 

4t lhat your Ilighnci* tliall place under tlio oiclmivc ma- 
nagement, controul, and authonly of iho Company In perpo- 
Init) a territory, equal to secure tho receipt* of the whoJo 
of your monthly payment* into tho Company » tmaiury, which 
paymonta are of cour*o to cca*o from that time Tho terri- 
tory to bo placed under tho management of tho Company, U 
dcicnbcd in a tneroomndum annexed U> tbi* letter Your 
Higlmea* will observe that 1 Imre Included the southern 
divulon of the Arcot province, although not one of the mort 
gaged dittncti with a view to preserro m your llighne*** 
management the countrlo* surrounding your capital, and lhat 
the temtonal revenue* under each outhont> rcipcctivel) 
may be a* compact a* circmiulaooo* iri)l adroit In pUco of 
the northern dmilon of Arcot 1 propose to hold a district m 
the louthem diruion of that provmce to the amount epcci 
fled In the annexed memorandum 1 shall also for the convo 
nlenco of both partici bo reody to exchange distnct* m the 
sonthero diviiioa of Arcot adjoining to those of the center 
m piece of the Jaghiro lauds, which your Hlghne** hold* to 
tlie southward of the Coleroon, for a »nnilar purjKiio of avoid 
mg the evils of a divided tmthonty 

45 If the temtary, placed under the evanageuient of tho 
Company should produce more than the atipulated omount* 
of 12, 56 400 15 54 the whole of the lurplu* shall be paid 
into your Highne« t treasary, upon an account to be settled 
every third year, or more frequently when a permanent *ot 
tleroent of the revenue of the Carnatic shall take place. 

46. On the other hand, if, from any acadent of season or 
from any other casualty, any dedciency should arise in the 
Revenue of the countrie* managed by the Company, the loss 
shall fall exclusively on the Company, and your Highness 
shall not be reiponsible for any p^rt of it f 

47 With respect to the dutriots remaining in your High- 
^ nea* s hands, your Highness ibaU not be accountable for any 
increase of theur produce under your management nor shall 
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the Company be respoiibible hcfeurter for any contingent 
diminution of it. 

•IS. Ab the expcncc of m.iintaining and lepairing the bcvcrnl 
forts contained in tlie districts to he placed under the Com- 
])any’b management will necebsarily be transferied to the 
Company — an annual bum will be allotted for the purpose^ 
chargeable on the assigned revenues. The amount of this 
bum will be settled with }Our Highness’s approbation dining 
the negotiation of the new’ Ticaty 

t>9. I have already observed to }oar Highness, that the in- 
crease of military charges, for the defence of the Cainatic, has 
rendered the amount of your subsidy disproportioned to its 
original object, on cveiy piiuciplo of justice the Company 
would be w’ai ranted in proposing to yoiu Highness an aug- 
mentation of your military subsidy. But, as I am anxious to 
preserve to your Highness the full enjoyment of an ample 
and unincumbeied revenue, I have endeavoured to piovide a 
fund for the increase of the militaiy subsidy without any 
diminution of your actual receipts. 

50. I propose, therefore, that whatever claims on the pait of 
your Highness, or of the Company, remain m doubt lespect- 
ing the Polygars, undei the Tieaty of 1792, should be now 
fully adjusted with the Company, and I am willing to accept 
that adjustment in lieu of all claims for an inciease of your 
military subsidy, proportioned to the mcreased expence of 
defending the Carnatic. 

51. The piinciple which induced the Company to seek the 
transfer of thePolygar Peishcush will not admit any consider- 
able augmentation of the annual payments fiom those Tiibu- 
taries If the Company should hereafter deem it to be a ,wise 
policy to increase the Peishcush of the Polygars, that increase 
must be very moderate, and must be considered as a cqmniu- 
tation for the military services of the Polygars. 

j52. Under a new Tieaty, founded on the basis described, I 
enteitaiu no doubt that your Highness’s clear revenue would 
be considerably increasjed, and I am peisuaded that you will 
concur ‘With me m this opinion, when you refer to the former 
and present value of the countries which will remain in your 
Highness’s hands, and when you recollect the extent of your 
charges for jjolleotion and other contingencies, and the enor- 
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mom iiimf which you oro compelled to waalc every year on 
account of mtorc»t and charges attendmg loam of money 
63 Under luch a Treaty tho evils of a divided Government, 
and of an unlottled and UI defined power would cease 
throughout the Camntic. Tho authority of llic Company 
and that of your Highness could never Interfere with each 
other, and the now settlement would bear such unequivocal 
marks of permanency and security as would inspire general 
confidence facilitate the introduction of on Improved system 
of management, and revive tho decaying prmaplct of genond 
industry productive labour, and Individual oillucucc. 

in order to render tins settlement perfect in all i(s parts, 
and to secure your Highness s future case and comfort under 
fill possible contmgonaes, it will bo expedient to establish 
some certain fund for the satisfaction of those pnvatc credi* 
tort of the late Nabob of tho Carnatic and of your Highnesi, 
whose claims now stand without security 

65 The operation of the sum of 0,21,106 pagodxu will 
have hquidated tho whole of the consohdated private debt 
guaranteed by Parliament in tho year 1704 

66 lAfter that penod by your Highness s ogreement with Sir 
John Shore the whole of this fund would be modo apphcnblo 
to the new cavalry debt, but I propose that only half the mm, 
namely 3 10,552 pagodas 8 fanoms ho appropriated to the 
payment of the mterest and principal of the new cavalry debt, 
and the remaining half to the discharge of mch jost unconso- 
lidated debts due by your father and by your Highness to 
mdividuals as shall after the most strict exxumnation, receive 
the sanction of your Highness and of the Court of Directors. 

67 After the hquidation of the new cavalry debt, I propose 
that the whole fund of 3 21 106 pagodas shall bo apphed to 
the payment of the unconsobdated debt, accordmg to the 
prmciples stated in the foregoing paragraph and whan the 
whole of the private debts (thus sanctioned by your Highness 
and by the Court of Directors) shall have been discharged I 
propose that the full amount of the mm of 6,21 lOo pagodas 
■hall be annually paid m cash by the Company mto your 
Highness i treasury 

68 Thus Sir have I subnutted to your Highness the outline 

of the only plan which appears to me to promise the hope of 
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order to your affairs, of tranquillity to your mind, and of se- 
curity to the mterests of the Company committed to my 
chaige. 

59. Under the new arrangement your Highness would be 
relieved from all urgent demands either of a public or private 
nature, and you would possess a much more ample revenue 
than you now enjoy, with the additional satisfaction of re- 
flectmg that your possession was hahle to no disturbance, 
eithei from the contingency of war, or from any casual failure 
of youi resources. You would be at liberty to direct your 
undivided attention to the cultivation and improvement of 
those resources to the utmost practical extent , and you never 
could feel the necessity of injurmg the mam springs of your 
revenue for the purpose of meeting the exigency of occasional 
difficulty. 

60. Whatever increase of produce might arise in the dis- 
tricts managed by the Company, would be a new somce of 
wealth to your Highness, and you would feel a personal 
interest in eveiy improvement which the Company might he 
enabled to introduce mto the system of your levenues. 

61. With these observations I shall conclude, earnestly en- 
treating youi Highness to give your most seiious attention to 
this letter. The opportunity is now peculiarly favourable to 
the final adjustment of your Highness’s affaiis , if you suffer 
it to pass away without improvement, events may intervene to 
aggravate yom* Highness’s embarrassments, to postpone, or 
even to preclude, all final anrangement of your affairs, and 
ultimately, to involve you m inextricable distress 

62. If the general prmciples which I have suggested, with 
the fieedom and sincerity of fiiendship, should meet your 
Highness’s approbation, they may speedily be reduced to the 
form of a Treaty, and I may be enabled, before my return to 
Bengal, to have the satisfaction of laying the foundation of 
perpetual ease to your Highness’s mind, and of progressive 
improvement to this fertile, but dechnmg, country. 

63. Your Highness wdl observe, that throughout the whole 
of this letter, I have avoided any reference to your late failui e 
in your engagements to assist the Company in the piesent 
exigency, by the immediate payment of a part of the new 
cavalry debt; I trust you will attribute my silence on this 
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recent tnmiaction to roy corncit dcsiro of abitaJning from 
any diacaiiion which can be {minful to jour Illghnejs. 

1 havo tho honour to be, 

With great respect and attachment, 

Your Highness s must faithful, and huroblo senant, 

AfoRVlXOTOX 


No 1 

} 

Bfewtowdum </ Sum Kklek UnJ^ereiU c/a rrfaMf<mni 

pUci keitett* kit Wgkneu tmd tk» C*mpaag it /« [J^p4*fd /* mry U kU 
eredU {m p*rt pajmeal ^tka Cavalry L^4 m DtU 

Ssdru Pritbcoili for tbree *1,350^7 ( Riraoad torplm, ^7»820| 
Share of the Pearl FUhory for 1797 26 Ditto for 1793 

66 >133. 13t Ditto CktimateU for 1799 56 -IBS 12 Tot^l proposed to ho 
credited In port «if the C^ralry Loon Dchi 2^ 010 5 65 
UnsHJait^ Balanco doe bjtus Ilt;thne«t the Nahoh to the Company 
which it is proposed to compromise In the mat ofjils Ul^hneu agreeing 
to the proferr^ floal omn^temeat of bu ailtlrs. 

Balance as per account current the result of in Inrestljtallon of 
blcMt^ Woolf and Place, 35 06 136.^ 17{ Balance of his lli^bness s 
KUt Bund) aeconnt closed July 1790 19*98 006^10^ 65,01 U1 .30^ 
Totsl balances and dalmi to be adjosted $7*3-1 182.J2-1 sterilDg pagodas. 


No 2. 

i/rwsnu^irB (^tic£«fncCr *vitktli4*tt\aulii amavat tftkrlr nvi rtvtant 

t* ba placed ttader tia exdanva mamagtwuaX coatraal and ardert ^ tiia 
Eaxt India Campaay by ki* Hlykaeu Uta l\ateaab Ifc ^ tha 
Carnatic by tka prajmad treaty in Gem ^ kia Higkneatft payment «/’ 
pagedat 12,56 400 16 M 

Setwadoo incladmx Galicot, Ac. 9^00 » Palnaud, 24,657 j Onpjle, 
J13,334| NeDore, 3,31 783| Tnchinopoly eadQaiTcorJsghlres,2,6l 139; 
Madura, 64,946; Tlnnerellf 4 06^106; Southern Dirision of Arcot to 
the amount of 2 01 167 ) ** Sadras Feiscnih, 1 460 Total fterllnir pa- 
fodas, 13,S4 77a 


• Sadras being within the Company’s Jaghlre, is here Inserted on the 

principle of presemng distinct thw authority of the Company and his 
HIghnau in their respectlre £stdcta. 



1799. 


THE HON. JONATHAN DUNCAN. 


555 


No 3 

Memorandum of ihe Districts and Revenue estimated to remain with his 

Highness and familt/ 

Arcot Province, exclusive of the portion placed under the management 
of the Company, 3,09,215 , Jaghiies, 2,13,421 
Estimated surplus payable to his Highness from the districts under the 
Company’s management, 1,28,373 pagodas Deduct supposed amount 
required for the repairing forts, 20,000 Surplus, 1,08,373 
Estimated revenue from the Pearl fishery, 50,000 Total sterling pa- 
godas, 6,81,009 To which add the amount that will revert to his 
Highness when his public and private debts are liquidated, 6,21,105. 
^5,20,845 12 per annum, and lus total clear revenue will be, 13,02,114 
pagodas 

It 13 here proper to remark, that there is greater room for improve- 
ment m the revenue of the Arcot province, where his Highness’s districts 
are situated, than in any other in the Carnatic Its former value was esti- 
mated at 12,54,655 sterling pagodas It is in these Memoranda only 
estimated, including Jaghire, at 6,58,283 sterling pagodas. Decrease in 
the present estimate, 5,96,372 sterling pagodas 
From whatever causes this extraordinary failure has arisen, there can 
be no doubt that the province of Arcot, now protected by the Company’s 
extended boundary, must progressively improve under good management, 
and consequently his Highness’s revenue must increase , it will also in- 
crease from similar effects in those districts under the management of the 
Company. 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian trauslator to Govt 


No. CLXXXII. 

The Earl of Mornmgton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan, Esq 
Sir, Fort St George, 24th April, 1799 

Shums-oo-Doulah, the brothei-m-law of the Nabob of 
Bengal, having been detected m a design to invite Zemaun 
Shah to invade Hmdostan for purposes hostile to the Biitish 
possessions, has been lately taken into custody, and among 
his papers, which were seemed upon that occasion, have been 
found letters fiom Shaikh Khulfaun, and other persons of 
note at Muscat, to the address of Shums-oo-Doulah and of the 
Nabob of Bengal, the contents of which aflfoid the strongest 
reason to believe that some scheme, injurious to the British 
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intorc«U liii* been in agitation between ihcio portici The 
longoagg u atudioiuly obicuro, ontl all explanation la referroJ 
to tbo Tcrbal communication* of tbo agent craplojcd to nego- 
tiato between tlio parties. The specific object of the ncgotia 
tion, therefore, cannot bo traced m tlicsc papers, but it cri 
dently appears to liarc been commenced by the people of 
hluicat; a clrcumstanco which, added to other indications In 
these letters renders It probable tliat tlio whole has its origin 
m tho machinations of the Trench 

As bhiunx-oo-Douloh ho* oflered to make an ample dlaelo< 
sure of all ho knows respecting tbo vanous conspiracies winch 
have lately been discovered, and os tho agent Shaikh TThomoss, 
who hy tho late accounts was at Moorshedabad, will m oU 
probabihty be apprebendod, I trust wo shall toon obtain satls> 
factory infonnatlon upon tho subject ; In tho meantime, how- 
ever, I think It necessary to apprize you of what has already 
come to hght, and to destro ^at you will keep a vigilant o>o 
upon the port of Mascat, with a view to defeat the design, 
which thece is reason to snspect that Government entertains 
of oSording asnstance to tbo French, 

I roqnest that yoa will convey tbo substance of this infor- 
mation to the Admiral, with my request that be will direct Ills 
attendon to the port of Muscat. 

I have the honour to bo, Sir, 

Your most iaithnil Servant, 

. MoaiatfOTON 


No. CLXXXm. 

TV Earl ^ iStniugla* r« CtUmti Palmar UstUaMl at Paanak 

Sia, Fort 8t George, 25tli Apnl, 1799 

The accounts of the treacherou* designs of the Peiahwa, 
and of Dowhit Rao Scmdiob are rendered probable by the 
weakness, profligacy and neceesitoni condition of both as 
well as by the general tenor-of their recent proceedings. 

I have received from the Resident at Hyderabad comma 
nlcation*, correiponduig m all the leading points with your 
mtefligence. ' ^ 

I hope to leam that, m consequence of this discovery you 
have suspended tlie ezecution of that part of my instructions 
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of the 3id instant which authorized you to declare to the 
Peishwa, ^'that, notwithstanding the perveise and forbidding 
pohcy of the Court of Poonah, I should not fail to secure to 
him an equal participation with the other allies in any ces- 
sions which might be enforced from Tippoo Sultaun.” 

The tieachery and intended hostility of the Peishwa de- 
prive him of any claim to consideration on the part of the 
Biitish Government. His conduct would justify a declara- 
tion of war. For the present, however, it will be sufficient 
meiely to withhold the assuiances authoiized in my lettei to 
you of the 3rd instant , and I accordingly diiect you not to 
communicate them to the Peishwa, or to his mimsters, if you 
shall not have communicated them before this letter shall 
reach you. 

But It is necessary to adopt a stionger and moie decisive 
mode of proceeding with legard to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
whose unsatisfactory leply to yom* remonstrance against his 
admission of vakeels fiom Tippoo, renders it an indispensa- 
ble duty to impose some lestraint on his unprovoked and un- 
principled projects of plunder and lapine 

I, theiefore, direct you to signify, m my name, to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, without delay, either verbally or by wilting, 
“ that leports have reached me of his hostile designs against 
the Nizam, that I smcerely hope, and am wilhng to believe, 
those reports to be groundless. You will add, that his High- 
ness the Nizam, being now cordially and actively engaged in 
the war against Tippoo Sultaun, conformably to the defensive 
tieaty of triple alhance, any attempt against his Highness the 
Nizam’s dommions would be equivalent to an attack upon the 
Company. The British Government, theiefoie, could not 
view with indiffeience any such attempt on the pait of any 
power whatever, — accordingly it is my determination, in the 
event of any violation of the tenitory of the Nizam, by what- 
evei powei, to support his Highness with the whole foice of 
the Company.” 

Instead of making a similar declaration to the Peishwa, it 
will be sufficient to appiize him of the communication which I 
have directed to be made to Scmdiah , he cannot fail to apply 
my admonition to himself; if it should excite in him any ap- 
piehensions foi the consequences of his late connection with 
Scindiah, he will be the moie encouiaged to detach himself 
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from that chieftain, by tho hope which our iilenco U calcu 
Intod to lead him to entertain, that wo hare not dlicoTcrcd 
their mtnguo , on tho other hand. Hero ho to know that I 
wai fully apprired of the extent of hu trcaehcroux dealgni, 
detpau- might impel him to umte hinuelf room cloicly with 


ScipJiah 


I am, Sir &.C, 

Moasi^OTOT 


No CLXXXIV 

) 

Th* E€rl ^ /« 

Sib, Fort ^uOeflrge, 25tli April irj3 

I am extremely conccrnetl to learn tho tleath of tho Dewan 
of the Kajah of Travancorc os well on account of hu attach 
ment to tho intereiU of tho Company a* from moUvoJ of r&* 
■poet for the character of hU ability and prudence 
1* am lenslble of (be di/Bculdc* wbicli may attend the 
dboico of a now'Deffan, and I, tbereforo, authomo you to 
mterfere as far as )ou may judge It odTisablc, m the recom- 
meDdadoD of a proper person to succeed to that ofllce I 
rely implicitly, on your honour and integrity on tbu dehcate 
pomt, bemg persoaded, that m recommrndmg a person to fill 
the oflSce of Dewan, you will ba guided by no other motive 
than an equal consideration of the intercBts of the Company 
and those of the Rsjoh of Travancore 

I am &.C 

^ Mobnikgto^ 


No. CLAXXV 

Tki U hit RretUntj UnX^Grntni fftrrit, 

Sm, Fort St Gcorffe, 26th April 1799 

The danger of an early attacL. upon the domimons of the 
Nuam by Douhit Rao Scindiah either singly or in concert 
with the Pejshwa appears^to have increased since my letter 
of the 28pd instant.* The greatest and most efficient part of 
the Nuam a army heing now employed m Mysore { and tho 
state of OOP force m the Carnatic not admittiDg of any prompt 


• Vld* page 638, 
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or effectual aid in troops fi om us, it is, therefore, exti emely 
deshahle that the Nizam’s contingent, now seiving with you, 
as well as the Company’s subsidiary troops (or Lieut.-Colonel 
Dalrymple’s detachment) should be at libeity, as early as 
possible, to letuin to Hyderabad for the protection of his 
Highness’s territoiies. 

The eaily capture of Sermgapatam would, piobably, ena- 
ble you to admit, without dangei or inconvenience, the de- 
paiture of the Nizam’s contingent, and of the subsidiary 
troops. Leaving it to your discietion to determine thepeiiod 
of their dismission, I tiust that you will not detain them a 
moment after you shall judge youi army (exclusive of the 
Nizam’s contingent and subsidiary fbice) to be sufficient for 
the prosecution of the wai against the Sultaun. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Morning-ton 

^ .V 


No. CLXXXVI 

Lieut ^General Hams to the Earl of Mormngton 
My Lord, Camp, before Sermgapatam, 27tb Apnl, 1799 

Our approaches to the fort weie advanced 250 yaids on the 
night of the 24th, and a battery of four guns was erected on 
the 25th, which destioyed the defences of some which boie 
on oui attack. This opened with considei able effect yester- 
day morning, and in the evening the enemy’s entrenchments 
in advance were attacked and cairied, not without an obsti- 
nate contest, which continued through the night Our tioops 
now occupy these works, and their lodgement will, I trust, 
this night be made secuie. The possession of these works is 
of gieat importance as it gives us the ground on which the 
breaching battery must be elected, and every cncumstance of 
the siege piomises favouiably. The enemy have disputed 
every inch of giouiid, and the spirit and conduct of the 
troops on every occasion, (and weffiavehad several) which re- 
quired animated exei tion, has been such as I cannot applaud 
too highly. 

I have the honour to be, &c 

George Harris 
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No CLVXXVII 

UnUeMcat Genml Iltrritfo ih4 Ear! ^ Muralngfa 
My Lord, C*inp SeriBppaUiD 23th April 1?J9 

I yesterday reported to your Lordsbip the successful attack 
made the preceding evening on the advanced work of the 
enemy In the course of hut night, the position occupied by 
our troops was strongly secured Tliu morning a letter from 
Tippoo Sultaun, of which I annex a translation, was received 
In reply, 1 have referred to the terms forwarded on tho22d, 
as those only on which 1 would treat, dcchnmg to adnut any 
vakeels unless they wero accompanied by the hostages and 
specie, in consequence of those tonus bemg agreed to, and 
insisting on an answer by three o clock to^uorrow 

Thu night our breaching battery will be built, and It# fire 
tomorrow will probably have coosiderablo cficct on the Sul- 
tanns determinadon, no offer to nx^gocute shall for an instant 
delay our mihtary operotioDs, and every appearance of their 
present state and progress u extremely favourable 
1 have the honour to be, ic 

Qeobqe Habris. 


^ a Letttr Jhm ’Hppa* SttUan rt UtnL Gnural Ilmrrit 
kaiag M date Ul reoriacd U Camp Sarioffepatam om tia 

SSajpriL 1799 

1 have the pleasure of your friendly letter and understand 
Its contents The pomta m question are weighty, and without 
the mtervenUon of Ambassador#, cannot be brought to a con- 
clusion I am, therefore, about to send two gentlemen to jou, 
and have no doubt but a conference will tflka p ln^ e , they will 
perionaDy explain themsehres to you what more can I wnte^ 
A trot tnsalstloQ 
Basbt Closs 
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object of nffordlng cverj practicnblo degree of protection to 
the Nunm B frontier, until you «liall be able in purBunncoofmy 
butructions of the 2Cth Instant, to dunuss from Mysore Ids 
Highness s conUngent and subsidiary troops, under the com 
mand of Lieut Colonel Dalrymplo 

I am, ^c 

MoRNINOTO'I 


No CL\XM\ 

TV Ewrl tf t» tie //#» Dsnean 

roll St O«orge, \pril 30 l/W 

1 Concurrent occounts render it probable tlmt Tippoo Sul 
taun will attempt to retire from Scnngapntam to Clultlcdroog 
or to aome other of hia atrong IiUI forta 

2. If the Sultaan should eacopc» and Scnngnpataxn should 
fallmto the potieuion of tboBiituh ann^r, the power and re 
putation of Ttppoo will certainly sufler o gr^t blow but while 
be It able to keep an army in tlie bcldy and to maintain bun> 
self in any strong posmem, onr efTorts to reduce bus to the 
lost extremity must be unrcmlttcd 

5 In the event supposed it would bo the object of General 
Hams after properly securing the posicssicm of Senngapa 
tarn to resume hio operations against the enemy with as little 
delay and with as much vigoiir os possible 

4 Whether it would be practicable to undertake the siege of 
Chittledroog (supposing Tippoo to retire to that place) during 
the approaching monsoon General Hams alone is competent 
to judge hut at whatever period this expedition may be un- 
dertaken the distance of the supposed field of action from 
Seringapatam and its vicmity to the blahratta frontier make 
it peculiarly desirable to secure to our army not only the re- 
sources of the adjacent Mahratta possessions but the effiaent 
cooperation of a considerable Mafaratta force 

6 Neither the state of the Peishwas authonty, nor of his 
mclmation to our cause would justify the least expectation of 
the requisite cooperation from him Purseram Bhow is the 
only Mabratta chieftain who is able to afford us the aid m 
question 
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C. The present position of tins chieftain’s foice, and the re- 
lative situation of the country under Ins management, with 
respect to Chittledroog and Bednore, lendei it paiticulaily 
desirable to engage his coidial services, vhile the well known 
antipathy subsisting between him and Tippoo Sultaim olFei s 
a reasonable piesumption that Puiseiam Bhow would be dis- 
posed, by a leasonable piospect of adiantage, to assist in the 
reduction of the Sultaun’s poii er. 

7. With a view, therefoie, to the accomplishment of this es- 
sential object, I wish a direct communication to be opened 
betueen the Company’s Government and Puiseiam Bhow. 

8. It has occurred to me that tins communication can best 
be opened and maintained fiom the coast of Malabar, (peihaps 
from Goa,) fiom which place to the residence of Puiseiam 
Bhow, the loute would probably be found sufficiently easy 
and secure. 

9. It is my wish that Lieut. -Colonel Little and Mr. Uthoff 
should be employed on this mission, and that for this pur- 
pose they should proceed inth as little delay as possible to 
Goa, there to hold themselves in readiness to repair either 
jointly or separately to the residence of Purseram Bhow, 
whenever they shall receive authentic information of the flight 
of Tippoo Sultaun fiom Senngapatam, whether to Chittle- 
droog or to any other of his stiong hill forts. 

10. The mam pomt which they must endeavour to carry 
with the Bhow is, his immediate and cordial cooperation at the 
head of the largest force in cavalry which he can assemble, 
with our anny m Mysore, for the purpose of piosecuting the 
war against Tippoo with the utmost vigour. 

1 1 The subordinate pomts relating to the specific manner in 
which the Bhow shall cooperate with our aimy in Mysore, 
must be adjusted m concert with Geneial Harris, according 
to whose advice and requisitions the Bhow must engage to 
regulate all his movements. Without waitmg, however, for 
any specific requisition from General Harris, the Bhow must 
be requiied to engage to advance, without loss of time, in the 
direction of Chittledroog, oi of such fortress as may be occu- 
pied by the Sultaun 

12. The Commissionei s will, of couise, endeavour to obtain 
the concurrence of Purseram Bhow in these measuies, on the 
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most rcasonablo terms, witliout proscribing the nature or ex 
tent of the encouragement to bo held out to him. 

13 I autlionic the Commissioner* to pledge the Company * 
Government to secure to Pursemm Bhow from the temloricf 
wliicli maj he obtained from Tippoo Snltaun by the allies a 
Jaghirc of sucli amount as tbej shall deem adequate to tlic 
service required I alio autbomc them to promise to the 
Bhow at the expiration of the war, a sum of money limited 
by the same principle Tliey may alio advance to the Bhow 
raimediately, for the purpose of cnabhng him to more into the 
enemy s country a sum of money, not exceeding n month s 
subsistence, for such force os he sliall bring into the field 
This advance wiH not bo made unless the Bhow should abso- 
lutely require it 

14 The Commissioners must have the necessary credit given 
tliem for drawmg on your Govemmont for anj such advance 
ns they shall judge requisite to be furnished to the Bhow 

16 Itisno^nnprobablo that Purscram Bhow may require to 
be joined by a detnehraent of th^ Company s troops. I should 
have no objection to cooipl^ri^^g with ttch an application did 
arcumstances admit of it but as this is not lOLdy to bo the 
case I can only authoruo the Commissioners to assure him, 
that he shall he joined If he dcahres it by n oetaelunent of 
the Company s troops, on his approaching or reaching the 
army of General Homs 

16. I shall direct 6Ir Uthoff to proceed to Goo by the first 
opportunity m order that he may be prepared to repair from 
thence to Purseram Bhow a residence on ^receiving intelli 
gence of the event stated m the 9th paragraph of this letter 
In this event both the Commusionets, if at Goa, vrill proceed 
together hut if only one of them should he arrived at Goa, 
he must proceed vrithout wnitrog for the other, and execute 
singly the object* of the commission. 

17 I should repose perfect confidence m the abihty either of 
Mr Uthoff or of Lietit.-Colonel Little to accomphsh the 
objects of the proposed embassy and my new in calling for 
the services of bothj is solely to provide equally agamst the 
accidents of season to the northward or southward of Goo. 

I have the htraour to be Sif i 
your most faitbftil servant 

Morntngton 
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No. CXC. 

The Em I vf Mornington to LwutcnmU General Hams 

Sir, Fort St George, 30th April, 1799 

I entiiel}^ approve of 3'our deteimination not to negotiate 
with the Sultaun. I tiust that, before this letter can leach 
you, you will be in possession of Seiingapatam. You u,ill 
observe, that my instructions to you, in the event of youi 
obtaining possession of the place weie, that you should nei- 
ther open nor conclude any negotiation without special au- 
thority from me. I am persuaded that you will pay particular 
attention to tins instiuction, and if you should be in posses- 
sion of the place, that you will use every exertion to furnish 
me, without delay, u itli such information as may enable me 
to provide effectually foi the complete and lasting security of 
the Company’s interests in this quarter. I have made, and 
shall continue to employ, every possible effort to provide foi 
the ample supply of your army in every respect. “ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CXCI. 

The Earl of Mornington to Ins Eaicellencij Sn Aimed Claihe 

My dear Sir, Fort St George, SOth April, 1799 

I request that, immediately on receiving this letter, you will 
appoint a committee to take into consideration the state of 
the pohee m Calcutta, and m the cities of Moorshedabad, 
Dacca, Patna and Benares, and also in the several districts 
under the Company’s Government, within the piovinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, Orissa and Benares , and to report the same, 
together with such new regulations as may appear best 
adapted to the present circumstances of the said cities and 
districts ” 

To this committee I wish that the magistrates of the se- 
veral cities and distiicts should be required forthwith to 
report the state of the police within their respective depai t- 
ments, togethei with such amendments as appear necessary 
and practicable foi the impiovement of the same. 
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I wiili tlic committee to contiat of Mr IJarlow', Mr Honng 
ton, air Mficklcw, and air Blnquicrc, with nn> other names 
which air Barlow maj iUggOEt The report of the committee 
to be tronimitted to me, from time to time, during mj nhscnco 
from Bengal, and no measure to ho adopted until 1 shall 
have had on opportunity of signifying ray wishes to yon ilic 
committee cannot ho appointed too soon nor proceed too early 
to report upon the police of Calcutta and of tlic scvcml citicfl 
It would be desirable thot air Barlow should communicate 
with Sir John Anstruthcr, from tune to time, and should sig 
mfy to him ray request that ho will bo so good as to aid the 
commiUec with lus opinion during the progrcis of their cn 
quiry The judges have been already ref|Ucstcd to furnish 
me with their adnee respecting the state of the police at Col 
catta and I flatter myself that, with their nssistance, added 
to the detailed report of the proposed comauttce, I may bo 
enabled to establish such a system of regulation ns shall tend 
to secure on n more durable foundation, the good order and 
tranqoilhty ol* the cidcs and pronncci under the peculiar 
charge of the Oo>enuDent of Bengal 

Believe me my dear Sir Lc* 

MonNINOTOV 


No CXCU 

[This letter was accidentally omitted under its proper date.] 
Xsrrf (3?w t 0 He OtmmiOee e/ihe Cemi •/ Dlreetert 
GEHTlxuEy FortSt Gwr^ 17 Ui April, 1799 

Understanding that the Govcmor-GeneraltninamltB to you 
by the present despatch a full and detailed account of the 
war m which wo are engaged with Tippoo Sultaun, and of the 
carcumstancei and motivee which have determined his Iiord 
ship in the choice of the measures which he has pursued re- 
lative thereto I should remain sahsfied with what is written 
in the letter of this Government of this day a date to the Se- 
cret Committee did it not occur to my mind that it may he 
satisfactory to you to know more exphcitly my sentiments 
upon the actual state of our affairs respecting the war and 
that I should not do justice to the Governor-General If I did 
not express my sense of the conduct which has put 111 in a 
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Situation of such fan and well giounded expectation as that 
in Minch -we are now placed. Upon my arrival here the end 
of August last, I entertained the most serious appiehensions 
of the Sultaun’s invading the Carnatic, which, had he done, 
very difficult would it have been to have assembled the whole 
of oui army, and vain ivould have been the hope of collecting 
a sufficiency of supplies and cattle to enable us to undertake 
the siege of Seiingapatam this season, and finish the war in 
one campaign. But the fortune of the Company prevented, 
and possibly the complete success of the measuie of annihi- 
lating the French paity, and increasing the subsidiaiy force 
at Hy del abad, planned v'lth so much M'isdom by the Governor 
Geneial, and executed vitli so much ability by Colonel 
Robeits, under the diiection of the resident. Captain Kirk- 
patrick, confounded the Sultaun, and deteired him from 
bringing upon the Cainatic so seveie a calamity. 

From the time I was acquainted -with the views and inten- 
tions of the Governor-Geneial, it became the object of my 
constant solicitude, in conjunction with the othei membeis of 
this Government, to piomote his measuies by the most zea- 
lous and cordial coopeiation, and we had the gratification 
upon his Lordship’s arrival here the end of the last year, to 
receive this full and entire appiobation of the exertions that 
had been made, and of the advanced state in which he found 
our prepaiations for wai Since that period, the same 
wisdom and eneigy which had characterised the Governor- 
General’s Councils has guided our exeitions, and we have 
had the satisfaction to know that the most formidable and 
best equipped British army that evei took the field in India, 
combined with a lespectable force from the Nizam, entered 
Mysoie the 5th of last month, Bombay has not been less for- 
ward in its exertions, and the two victoiies obtained by 
General Stewart the 6th Maich, and by General Hams on the 
27th, are presages of future success, and serve to evince how 
little able Tippoo is, without French aid, to contend against 
the force which is assailing him The distracted state of the 
court of Poonah, whose friendship may be deemed equivocal, 
the effectual assistance of the Nizam, the close connection sub- 
sisting between thatPiinceand the Company, and the power- 
ful state of oui aimies, encourage us to expect a speedy 
and glorious termination to the contest The iireconcilable 
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hatred of tlio faultaun, and tlic uncertain iUte of the I rcncli 
m Egypt, of whom we have no nccounta to be depended upon 
since August hut, when Buonaparte won stiJl at the head of 
17 or 18 000 men, authorize and point out tho neccaiit} of 
continuing tho war till we can obtain complete security, and 
establish tho foundations of a durable and undisturlicd peace. 
The cTpenfcs of preparation have from their extent been un 
avoidably groat , but as wo have reason to expect that if the 
war is not entirely finished In one campaign, the weight of it 
will I trust, upon the whole prove an economical one, and 
that the acquuitioni we may gain, and the sccunty wo shall 
denve from them, will amply repay the expenses we shall 
have incurred 

Concumug os I do in tho views of the Governor General 
bearing tesfaraonj to tho wisdom and decision of hu counmls, 
and Bonaiblo of the advantages which must ever result from 
tho perton who has tho controul of the Company s afioirs, 
and the means of drawing for the rcionrccs of tho three Pre 
•idenciei being os near tho scene of action as possible in a 
contest hko the present I desire to aisurc you of mj con 
tiniung to give my utmost support and most cordial coopent 
tion to measures which bid'fair to rcficct so mucli honour upon 
Ijord Mondngtons admimstration and to secure the most 
sohd advahtages to the Company and the Brituh Empire. 
In these sentiments I am most heartily joined by the other 
members of thu Government. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration 
and respect, 

■> Gentlemen 

, your obliged and most faithful Servant, 

Clive. 


No CXCIIL 

Linte^nt^Gener^J Harf$ tht Ewrl ^ 

Mt Lord ^ Camp Sanngspatam 4 th Mty 1799 

I have tho pleasure to mform you that this day at one 
ocloci a division of the anny under my command assaulted 
Senngapatam, and that at oalfpast two oclocL the place 
was completely m ourpossesaion Tippoo Sultnon fell m th^ 
asBanlt Two of his sons the Sultaun Padsha andMajen 
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lul Deen, are prisoners, with many of the principal Su’dars. 
Our success has been complete ; I wall forward to your Loid- 
ship details hereafter.'*' 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

G. Harris. 


No. CXCH^ 

Lxcut - General Harris to the Eail of Mo) mngton 

My Lord, Senugapatam, 7tli May, 1799 

On the 4th instant f I had the honour to addiess to youi 
Lordship a hasty note, containing in few woids the sum of 
our success, which I have now to repoit more in detail. 

The file of oui batteiies, which began to battei m breach 
on the 30th of Apiil, had, on the evening of the 3rd instant, 
so much destioyed the walls against which it was directed, 
that the arrangement was then made for assaulting the place 
on the following day, when the breach was reported piacti- 
cable. The tioops intended to be employed were stationed 
on the trenches early on the morning of the 4th, that no ex- 
traordinary movement might lead the enemy to expect the 
assault, which I had determined to make m the heat of the 
day, as the time best calculated to ensure success, as their 
troops would then be least prepared to oppose us 

Two flank companies of Europeans, taken fiom those regi- 
ments necessarily left to guaid our camps and out-posts, fol- 
lowed by the 12th, 33rd, 73rd, and 74th regiments, and three 
corps of grenadier sepoys, taken fi:om the troops of the three 
Presidencies, with 200 of his Highness the Nizam’s troops, 
formed the party for the assault, accompamed by 100 of the 
ai’tiUery, and the corps of pioneers, and supported in the 
trenches by the battahon companies of the regiment De Meu- 
ron, and four battahons of Madras sepoys. Colonel Sher- 


* Received at Fort St George the 11th of May, 1799 This despatch was 
inclosed in a sealed quiU, and conveyed through Mysore by a secret mes- 
senger — the country being then filled, ivith Tippoo Sultaun’s troops and 
adherents 'This circumstance accounts for the long delay m his arnval 
at Madras 

t See preceding page 
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brooV.0 nnd Licut.-ColoncU Dunlop, Dalrjinplc, Gardner, 
and Mignon, commanded llic acvcral flank corps, nnd I^Iojor 
General Baird Tras cntruitcd with the direction of this un 
portant service * 

At one o clock tbo troops moved from the trenches, crossed 
the rocky bed of the Cn\cry under an extreme!) heavy fire, 
passed the glacis nnd ditch, nnd niccndcd the hrcnchcs in the 
FaussoBmyc nnd rnmpnrt of tho fort, surmounting in the 
most gallant manner every obstacle vrhicli tbo dlfllculty of tlic 
passage, and tho resistance of tho enemy presented to oppose 
their progress Mtyor-GcncnJ Baird lind divided his force 
for the purpose of clearing tlio ramparts to the right and left j 
one divisioii "was commanded by Colonel Slicrbrookc the 
other by Lieut,-Colonel Dunlop} the latter was disabled in 
the breach, but both corps, oltbough strongly opposed, were 
completely succcssfoL Bcsistoncc continued to bo made from 
the palace of Tippoo for some tnne after all firing liod ceased 
from the works} two of his sons were there, who, on on os- 
snrance of safety surrendered to the troops iurrounding 
them and guards were placed for the protection of tho fomily 
most of whom were in the palace. It was soon after report^ 
that Tippoo Sultnon had fallen. Syed Saheb, Meer Saduc, 
Syed Gofar, and many others of hu chicfr were also slain 
measures were immediately adopted to stop the confusion at 
first unavoidable in a aty strongly gamsonod, crowded with 
inhabitants and their property in rums fi^m the fire of a 
numerous artfllery, and taken by assault, Tho princes were 
removed to camp 

It appeared to Major-General Baird so important to ascer 
tain the fate of the Sultaun, that he caused mmiediate search 
to be made for his body which after much difficulty, was 
found late in the evening in one of the gates under a heap of 
slam and placed m the palace The corpse was the next 
day recognised by the frunily and mterred with the honours 
due to hii rank in the tnausoleom of his father 

The strengtli of the fort u such both from its natural posi- 
tion and the stupendous works by which it is sinrounded 
that aH the exertions of the brave troops who attacked it, m 
whose praise it is imposiible to say too much, were required 


S« Gflneral Baird • report In Appendix 



1799. 


me EAUL OF MORNINGTON. 


571 


to place it in our hands. Of the nieiits of the army I have 
expressed my opinion in ordeis, a copy of wliich I shall for- 
mal d to-moriow, and I tiiist your Lordship -will point out 
thcii services to tlie faiourable notice of their hing and 
country. 

I am SOI T} to add, that on collecting the returns of our loss 
it IS found to have been much heavier than I had at fiist ima- 
gined. An accuiate statement shall be sent to-morrow.^' 

On the 5th instant Abdul Khahc, the elder of the princes, 
formerly hostages with Loid Cornwallis, surrendered himself 
at our out-posts, demanding pi otection. Keiim Saheb, the 
brother of Tippoo had befoie sought refuge with Meer Al- 
luni Behadur A Cowl Namah was yesterday despatched to 
Futteh Hydei, the eldest son of Tippoo, inviting him to jom 
his brother. Puineah and Meer Cummer ul deen Khan have 
also been summoned to Seringapatam. No answers have yet 
been received, but I expect them shortly, as theii famihes are 
in the fort. 

This moment Ah Reza, formeily one of the vakeels from 
Tippoo Sultaun to Lord Cornwallis, has arrived from Meer 
Cummer ul Deen Khan to ask ray orders for 4000 horse, now 
under his command. Ah Reza was commissioned to declare 
that Meer Cummer ul Deen would make no conditions, but 
rely on the generosity of the Enghsh. He desired merely to 
state, that his claim to the Jaghire of Gurramconda was well 
known, as was his family and character. If these and his 
connexion with the unfortunate family of the Tippoo Sultaun 
should give him a claim to tins ancient possession of his 
house, his sense of obhgation would bind him ever to the Bri- 
tish interests. If this could not be gi anted to him, he hoped 
he might obtain permission to retii e with his family to Hydera- 
bad. On this subject I have promised to ask your Lord- 
ship’s pleasure , he will shoitly ariive, and as the army of the 
late Sultaun look up chiefly to him, I hope tlnough his 
means to be enabled at once to restoie tranquillity Monsieur 
Chapuy and most of the French aie prisoners. They have 
commissions from the French Government 

I have the honour to be, &c , 

George Harris. 




See Appendix 
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Abtlrtci */• kUM trvnnJeHmndmiuiMff 0t tfirMU^wllp/Sfrlmg^ 

gp^ttm 0n tke Atl J/oy 1 7V0 

/Vr«p<w*r A7fffrf — 2 captaloi C llculenaoli 3 icrjctmti 1 drotnuier 
ood 5S noL and B}e 

nmM—i Ikut -coloDcI 4 npulm R llcotetuQti 3 uu^u 2 con 
dacton 12 *etjeantJ SdrurntDcri and 223 rmnk »od file. 

JUittiiiff — 1 fcijcMt and 3 rank and file- 
A<rf/w A7iW— 13 rank and file- 

fTovBdcd —I Jemadar two dnimmcit and 31 rank and file. 

SJminff —2 rank and file, 

P A-AGNn\ Mllilnrj"^ 


\uin ^ OJicrrt ktOed «»d trttdfd 00 tke MJsnU 

AT/Z^^Llcatcnont ftfather 7£th| Captain Owen 77tk ( LkntenanU 
liolor (dank companjr’a) Farqubor Prcndcrgait, IIQl and Sbanr 

74lb ) Captain Cormick plonetta. 

/r<»«a</o/ —Lleutenanti Tomer Omo^bton and Skelton 7dtb|Ueo- 
tenantColonel Dtmlop and Llenteoant Laurence, 77tb t Llentenant W ebb 
Bombaj refbnent) Captain Lnrdf and Llentenant Mackej 3f»rDD 
flank companlea 1 Ueoteoant Sbawe 76tb terrinj^ with 12th repmeot | 
Captain Mar Lec^ lieutenant Tbomaa, Eulfna Antll and Onthrie, 7^^! 
rej^entt Oaptrin Caldwell, enj^eeni Captain Preacott, artillery 

P A. AGNEW MOilary Sec. 


Gepff ^ Gf»freJ OrtUrt daied C 0 mp tt SrriMgvjMam 6/A i/ay 1799 

llw Commander-ln-Chief con^ratolatea the gallant army which he bu 
the honour to command, on the conqneat of yeaterday The eflfeeti aria- 
ing from the attainment of lueh an acqnivition, aa far exceed the prnicnt 
Dmlta of detail, aa the unremitting aeal, labour and unparalleled toIout of 
the troop* lurpaai hii power* of pralae. For lerrlcea Incalculable in thdr 
conaeqnencei, be muat conalder the army u well entitled to the applauae 
and gratitude of their country at huge. 

MVUla Iieut.-Ocnerai HarrU aincerely lamenta the lota auttained In the 
Ttluable officer* and men, who fell In the attack be cannot omit to return 
hi* thank* in th^i warmert term* to ftIjdor43enerBl Band, for the decided 
and able maonerln which be eondoeted the aaaanlt, and the humane mea 
rurea which be mhaequently adopted for preaerring order and regnlarlty 
In the place. Be requcati M^Jor-Gcneril Baird wBI communicate to the 
offieenandmen who on that great occaakin acted under hii command, the 
high aente which he muit erer entertain of their atchlerementa and ment*. 
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The Conimnndcr-in-Chicf re(iTiests that Colonel Gent and the corps of 
cng-inccrb under Ins orders, unll accept his thanks for their unremitting' 
evertions m conducting the duties of that verj' important department, and 
his best acknowledgements arc due to Major Bcatson for the essential as- 
sistance given to tins branch of the service, by the constant exertions of 
bis ability and zeal 

Tlie ment of the artillery corps is so strongly expressed by the effects of 
tbeir fire, that the Commandcr-in-Clncf can only desire Colonel Smith 
to assure the ofliters and men of the excellent corps under bis command, 
that be feels most fully tbcir claim to approliation 

In thus publicly expressing Ins sense of the good conduct of the army, 
the Coramander-in-Clncf finds himself called upon to notice in a most 
particular manner the exertions of Captain Dowse, and Ins corps of pio- 
neers, which during the present sen ice, have been equally marked by 
unremitting labour, and the ability mtb winch that labour was applied 

On refernng to the progress of the siege, so many occasions have oc- 
curred for applause to the troops, that it is difficult to particulanze indivi- 
dual ment , but the gallant manner in which Lieutenant-Colonel Shawe, 
the Hon Colonel Wellesley, Lieut -Colonel Moneypenny, the Hon Lieut - 
Colonel St John, Major Macdonald, JMajor Shelly, and Lieut -Colonel 
Wallace, conducted the attacks on the several out-works and posts of the 
enemy, demand to be recorded, and the very spinted attack led by Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell of H M 74th regiment, which tended so greatly to 
secure the position our troops had attained in the enemy’s works, on the 
26th ultimo, claims the strongest approbation of the Commander-in- 
Chief 

The important part taken by the Bombay army from the commence- 
ment of the siege, in all the operations which have led to its honourable 
conclusion, has been such as well sustains its long established reputation 
The gallant manner in winch the post at the village of Agrar was siezed 
bytheforce under Colonel Hart -the ability displayed in directing the fire 
of the battenes established there — the vigour with which everyattack of the 
enemy on the out-posts of that army was repulsed — and the spint shewn 
m the assault of the breach, by the corps led by Lieut.-Colonel Dunlop, 
are points of particular notice, for which theCommander-in-Chief requests 
Lieut -General Stuart iviU offer his best thanks to the ofiicers and troops 
employed 

Lieut.-General Hams trusts that Lieut -Gen Stuart will excuse his thus 
publicly expressing his sense of the cordial co-operation and assistance 
received from him during the present service, m the course of which, he 
has ever found it difficult to separate the sentiments of his public duty 
from the warmest feelings of his private fnendship 


ExUact from General Orders, dated Seringapatam, 8th May, 1779 

Lieut -General Hams has particular pleasure in publishmgto the army, 
the followmg extract of a report, transmitted to him yesterday by Major- 
General Baird, as it places in a distinguished point of view the ment of 
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May, 

an ofBcfr on the rety Important occaalon referred to whore gcnenl jfil 
lantry and good condact aioco be baa lerred with thl» array hare not 
fallod to recommend him ilron|;Iy to the Comcnandcr4n Chi ef 

If where alJ behaved nobly It li proper to mention IndWdnal merit I 
know no man aojoiUy entitled to prulie aj Colonel Sherbrooke towhoic 
exertloDi I feel myielf much Indebted for the ■ucrrei'i of the attack 

P A. AONinV MUitarySec 


No C\CV 

Tke Ewri of MTnlngUn to the Hon Jonttknn Dnnenn 
SiB| Fort St George 8th May IISO 

The exemplary conduct and dUUnguuhcd character of the 
Coorga Raja haring rendered mo deauDua of manlfcflting 
aonvo public teatnnony of my approbation of lua recent tcmccs, 
the remiasion of hia annual tribute to the Company appears 
to me to be a meoiurc, which would combine the oflccU of an 
honourable distinction and of a profitable reward My mten 
tlon ti that of the whole amount of tbo Kajah • present trl 
bnte which I undentaod to be about S4 000 rupees, a sum 
not exceeding a thousand rupees be reserved to tbo Company, 
or that in placo of tribute, some article of considerable value 
be annually required from him, as an acknowledgment of his 
allegiance to the British Government ; I request, that after 
having determined the nature of the acknowledgement to be 
required according to your own judgment, yon will take the 
necessary measures for carrying my intentions into effect. I 
think the arrangement should be made to take place from the 
day of the junction of the army of Bombay with the dctacli 
ment commanded by Major-General Floyd 

I am &.C, 

Mobktnoton 
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No. CXCVI 

Lieut ^General Hants to the Eat I of Mornmgton 

My Dear Lord, Senngapatnm, Mav 9tli, 1799 

That I most sinceiely congiatulate your Lordship on our 
most fortunate successes, I feel you \m11 give me entire ciedit 
for, without my dwelling furthei on the point. The Almighty 
has been pleased to grant a victor}’^ so complete in all its events, 
as to leave nothing on my side to ask, but that youi Lordship 
will come and regulate the political concerns for the benefit 
of all concerned. 

You may be assured that every ordei or wish of yours sig- 
nified to me, shall in future, as heretofore, be cairied into exe- 
cution with all possible despatch, but foi the good of our coun- 
try, I really think your presence necessaiy. For my part, 
politics have never been my study, exclusive of which, my 
constitution is evidently giving way to the anxieties I have 
already gone through, and I am feaiful will fail altogether un- 
less allowed to recruit in quiet. I cannot expect the world 
shall allow that the anxieties of the expedition were propor- 
tionally great to the shoitness of the period in which it has 
been executed, but I best know, that had mine been divided 
into as many years as we have been months, they would still 
have worn me down — added to this, I am not as equal to 
bodily fatigue as I thought myself, fiom all which, I shall be 
much obliged, by your Lordship makmg such arrangements 
as to let me return as soon as convenient aftei our meeting 
heie. In the meantime, you may depend that the same active 
measures, which under Providence, have so greatly tended to 
insuie our success shall still be contmued, and that we shall 
not sit down content with having taken the capital, but proceed 
with all possible despatch to secure the country. 

I am, with the greatest regai d. 

My Loid, 

Your very faithful and obliged 

Friend and Servant, 

George Harris. 

P.S. — have every rehance your Lordship will have no ob- 
jection to my son’s taking home the colours of the fort 
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No C\CTII 

Crirt /• tif fhn //eny Dttndti 

M\ DEAR Sir, Ion Isl Gcofrc lUhM»r l/W 

Although Lord Mommgton wntcB to inform you of the 
ncffi received ycalcrdaj, and confirmed to-da), of the fall of 
Serlngopatnin upon tho 4111 Instant, I cannot oIIott hu Lord 
ship s overland express to depart without convening to you 
the iupreroc gratification I liavo in l>clng able to offer >ou my 
•warmoat congratulations upon that c\cnt having taken place 
within the short period of two months from our army having 
entered tho frontier of the cnem) Tlio wisdom whicli has 
presided over and directed tho conduct of this short war, the 
merit of which rests almost lolelj with tho Governor-General 
the extent of our preparations, and the vigour with which 
the army was equipped, and tho cclcnty with which the great 
object of tho campaign has been cam<^ Into oiecurfon, ren- 
der the takmg Senngapatam with its concomitant circum- 
stances of the fiight and fall of the Sultatm, of the famihes of 
that Prince s principal ofBcort baviog fallen into our power, 
and of the hnmense quantity of nee and pronrons and pro- 
bably of treasure captured, ono of tho most bnlhant and 
useftd achievements of this or any other age. No event so 
important has occurred since tho battle of Ploascy in this 
countryi that laid the foondations of our greatness in India, 
and this last glonous success will, 1 trust confirm that great 
ness and place m oirr power the means of durable, advan- 
tageous and honourable peace. The detafls of the siege and 
storm have not yet reached us but from the circumstance of 
the Forlorn Hope having employed only six minutes to cross 
the rocky bed of the nver and to reaoh the top of tho breach, 
it IB reasonable to behove that our loss has been imoIL Time 
does not permit of my troubling you further at present It is 
more t han probable ^at Ixird Mommgton will he under the 
necessity of proceeding to Senngapatam, m which case I shall 
accompany him and you may be assured that nothing will 
give me more satistactioa than to have the honour of address- 
ing you from that place. 

1 have the honour to be 
^ with great esteem and respect, dear Sir 

your much obhged and fiuthful servant. 

Cute, 
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No CXCVIII 

?'//{ Lml of to the Court of Dirtctois 

IIoNOURAHix Sirs Ton fct George, 11th Mny, I/'ID. 

Nop.iilicular comment i‘> required fiom me to illustrate 
the numcioiis ad\antagcs winch cannot fail to flow froinjtlic 
brilliant and dcciMvc atcliic\cmcn( announced to jour Ho- 
nourable Court in the dc^'pnlch of the Go\ernor-Gcneral in 
Council of this date.* But I cannot refrain from oficring to 
jou my separate and most cordial congratulations on an c^cnt, 
the glory of which has nc\ci been sui passed (if it has ever 
been equalled), in the historj of the military transactions of 
the British nation in India. 

Tlie fall of Senngapatam, under all the ciicumstanccs 
nliich accompanied that c\cnt, has placed the whole of the 
kingdom of IMjsorc, with all its resources, at the disposal of 
jour Go\crnmcnt, and the only pover in India to which the 
French could look for assistance, or vhich could be deemed 
formidable to jour interests, is now deprived of all vigour, if 
not entirely extinct. When j^our Honourable Court recol- 
lects that these ad^ antages have been acquired within four 
months from the date of mj^ arrival at this Piesidencj^ and 
within two from the period of the aimy’s cntiance into My- 
soie, I trust j'ou vill be of opinion that your servants have 
not been deficient in alacritj' or diligence. 

"N^Tien Lieutenant-General Harris took the field, I thought 
it my duty to invest him with the most efficient and extensive 
poweis which it was possible for me to delegate , and he has 
carried with him to the gates of Seringapatam the full vigour 
and energy of your supreme Government. To the judicious 
exercise of this ample authority, combined' with the liberal 
supplies which had been provided for the army, may be as- 
cribed m a great measure the unparalleled rapidity and promp- 
titude of its operations. I have the further satisfaction to add 
that the particular detail of those operations, which I shall 
hereaftei submit to youi Honourable Court, will furnish the 
most brilliant examples of judgment, skdl, discipline, firmness 

* The despatch adverted to is in substance the same as his Lordship’s 
letter to the Court of Directors 

2 P 


VOL. I. 
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and valour, under many triala of all tlioac d.stingulilicd (lua 
lltlCB 

The dreadful fate of Tippoo Sultaitn cannot be contem- 
plated without einotioni of pain and regret; but I trust it will 
tervo as a salutary lesson to the native Pnnecs of India, and 
will prove the danger of violating public engagements, and in- 
viting foreign mvasion for the prosecution of schemes of am 
bihon and hatred ngamst the Ilntish power He was interred 
within his own capital on the day following its captorc, in the 
mauBoleura of his father, with the honours of war, paid to Ills 
remains by theJIntish arm) I am persuaded tlint your Ho- 
nourable Court will derive peculiar salisfsction from the in- 
tcUigcnco tliat his famdy and palaeo suflered no insult or 
violonec dunng the heat of the assault, and have since been 
protected with the utmost care. 

I haTO tlic honour to be, &,c 

I^Ion'flNOTON 


Ko CXCL\ 

V* /fcTTU 

Sre, Port Su Oeorpe, IJhb Mty l/W 

I had yesterday the satisfaction to reccirc your letter of 
the 4th mstant, adming me of the capture of Senngapatam, 
and of the death of Tippoo Sultaon. 

With the mnneat sonsahons of odmiration affcchoD end 
attachment, I offer my cordial thanks and rcalous congrolula 
tions to you, and to aH the ofllcers and priTatos c<nnp<7smg 
the gallant array, ^hich has achieTod this glorious and dea 
slve Tictory with a degree of energy rapidity and sklTl unpa 
rallelled m this quarter of the globe and seldom equalled m 
any part of the World. 

It has afforded me pecohar eatigfaction on this important 
occasion to learn, that every possible attention has been paid 
to the famihes of Tippoo Sultaon and to those of his Chief- 

tamSv 

Although I have not yet received directly from yon any 
official details of the orcomatances attending the assault and 
capture of Sermgapatam, it is evident that the acquisition has 
been attended with circumstances of a nature to facilitate a 
final and satisfactory arrangement of the country 
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I cndrch .npprovc ,ill 30111 proceedings of a political n,a- 
tiiic (,is far as 3011 lin\c leported (lioin to me) lelalive to the 
negotiations miIIi the Sultauii jneiioiisl} to the assault of the 
ciU. Yon h.ue faithfullv pin sued the spii it of my instruc- 
tions, and departed from the letter 01113 cases as 

ivoiild ha\c coinpclled me to adopt siinilai .dterations of piin- 
ciples and mcasines if I had been on the spot. 

The siihject of a final adjustment of j\l3Sorc is honcier so 
complicated and dehc.ite.is to appear to icqiinc 1113’^ picsencc 
at Seiingapatam. For thisieason, Iintend forthwith to pio- 
cced to K3akott.ah , from nhich foi tress I can adiance to 
Seringapatam, if such a measure should ajipcai to be neces- 
sary. In the meanwhile I have determined to despatch my 
brother, i\Ii. Ilcin y Wellcslc3q and Lieiit.-ColoncI Kirkpa- 
rickto R3akottah, with orders to proceed to the .army when- 
e^e^ the communic.ition shall be siillicientl3' open, for the 
puipose of acting with the commissioners appointed under my 
insti uctions of the 22 nd of February, and of ascci taining a 
%ariety of points of detail on which it is necessary that I 
should be fully and accuiatclj'infoniied previously to the for- 
mation of any definitive adjustment of the atlairs of the King- 
dom of Mysore. 

But it IS requisite inimcdiatcl3' that the Company should 
obtain full possession of all Can.ara (including Bilguy and the 
beads of all the Ghauts communicating between Canaia and 
the Upper Counti3'), as well as of the Coimbatooi Countiy. 
You will, theiefore, without dela3’^ lequiie from the proper 
persons the most peremptory and unequivocal orders for the 
immediate delivery to the Company’s officers of all the foi ts, 
and of all other pubhc property comprehended in these 
countries. 

For the purpose of taking possession of Canara, you will 
(unless you shoidd deem it imprudent) as soon as possible 
detach the army of Bombay, or such part of it as may be ne- 
cessary. It appears piobable that you may safely detach the 
aimy of Bombay on this service , on the other hand, the pos- 
sibility of a French invasion m India from the Bed Sea makes 
it desirable that the army of Bombay should return to the 
Coast of Malabar, and that we should obtain possession of 
Canara as soon as possible. 

Foi the puipose of securing the Coimbatooi countiy, it 
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Maj, 

wiW pcTliQps be tulUcicnt if >ou send tiutlicr tlic dctaclimcnt 
xindcr tlic coromonil of Lieut Colonel Urown ch toon m may 
be practicable 

The Barrabraold at present containing an incoruidcrablc 
force you will return Lieut Colonel Rend • detachment ai 
Boon OB jou maj judge expedient 

At the taiuc time that jou demand from the proper autho- 
ntici the necessary orders for the surrender to the Companj 
of the speafled countries and forts, you arc to require si 
milar orders for the prompt and unconditional delivery to the 
officers of his Highness the Nliam of the forts and districts 
of Gooty Bulheri, Gurrurocondo and Color, with Uie excep- 
tion onlj of any forts m the two latter, which moj be situated 
at the bead of pastes leading from the table land of Wjsorc 
into any of the districts of the Companj, or of the Nabob of 
the Ca^bc, it being my intention that all snch forts aholl be 
occupied by the Company s troops. 

For the purpose of occupying and securing these coim* 
tries it will be necessary that the contingent of his Highness 
the NIsam and the lubndjary detachment should move to- 
wards the north-east as soon as possible 
The country and princrpol forts situated between tbc north 
banb of the Cavery and Colar, may bo occupied for the pre- 
sent either by the necosssry detachments from your army 
or by Colonel Read. The ultimate allotment of this tract Is 
a point for future consideration. 

The Sirdars, on whose ready acquiescence and subnussion 
the Company and the Nisam must depend for on early and 
easy possesnon of the forts and countries which have been 
menbODed must he plainly rafonned that the measure of 
favour and protection to be extended to them will be regulated 
by the alacnty and slncen^ with which they shall exert 
themselves to satisfy the allies on this occasion. 

W ith regard to Bednore and other parts of the late Xippoo 
Sultauns possessions bordering on the Mahratta fronber, 
I wish those coontnes to remain unoccupied for the pre- 
sent, until I shall have determined what portion of terri- 
tory shall be assigned to the Peishwo.* Accordingly no 

• The necetdty for this deUbewtioo U explained In the GoTemor-Gs- 
Dcral • letter to General Harm (paragraph 6) of the 23ni April 1799 (*« 
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order'' for tlic deli\or\ of am oj the < cs^ion of any 

di^triol*: to the Maliratta‘; be i''‘'ned by (lie Siidnis in 

nilbont} \wtboul nn cpccifie icqu^ition; and tliey be 
njipnsed that 1 ‘'ludl bold tlicm re''])on''d)le foi the eondnet 
of llieir re'-pee(i\c manaiiei s and ‘^nboidinatc ofliccrs m the 
comitne'j in qiie''tion. 

All the French uhoni ym mu be able to '•(’cine (and }OU 
Mill make the mc^t diligent enfpnr\ afiei peisoiu of that na- 

p *'>'19), wlii'rr tlir fnllnwin;: lott» r »■< refi rrrd to, and wliah uoidtl Imie 
been pnntc<l in it‘5 proper plnir conM a then lin\e liecn found 

'Ihf Lari or Monunirtau to G'ni'ral Harris 

.'Mit, Tort St ftoor/^c, April 2.1rd, 1/00 

Siiu c the dnt( of iiu in’-tniclioii'. to \<)n of tlieL'2d nnd 25th of Febrimrj, 
oiri.iini'-i lines h.i\e oieiirrcd nhieh nnder it nbsoliitc'b nccc'sarj to re- 
duce the power of 'Iippoo Stiltniin ns much as ]) 0 «sihle, and desirable to 
make certain modificntions of the nrlules of peace traiuinittcd to yon 
with those instnutions 

Of those (.ircuiiistanocs the following' paniyraphs contain some of the 
Icadiii" points 

1 I hioc rcccncd frcdi proofs of nn obstinate ndhcrcnco on the part 
of Tippoo Snltann to his connexion with the rrench , to whom he has 
reccntl) dcspatclicd RI Dnbnc and two NatncYakecls on nii Embassy 
from Tranquebar 

2 I am still ig-norant of the actual (onditioa of the French army in 
Egxpt; and of the means possessed bj General IJuonnpnrtc of nidin:,'- the 
bultnun 

3 Commodore Blanket was not armed in the Red Sen on the 31st of 
December, I fear he has lost his passni^c, consequently the mouth of the 
Red Sea may not be adequately jpiarded at the return of the periodical 
opening of the na\igntion 

d Zemaun Shah may be enabled to resume his designs against Hindos- 
tan, and recent disco\ erics m Bengal pro\c those designs to have been 
more immediately dangerous to the British interests than I had sup- 
posed 

6 Dowlut Row Scindiah has been discovered to entertain hostile de- 
signs against the Company and the Nizam , and I have reason to suspect 
that a secret correspondence subsists between him nnd Tippoo 

6 Tlie Peishwa appears to have entered into Scmdiah's views against the 
Company and the Nizam 

The nature of this conveyance does not admit of my making such de- 
tailed reflections ns anse from these circumstances, or of my stating other 
points intimately connected with them, you aviII receive my instructions, 
founded on the considerations above mentioned, in another despatch of 
this date 


Mornington 
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tion) niuit be sent to tlie rrcsldcnc) b> tlic first favourable 
opportunity 

1 you to lend a dctaclimcnt of jour army to meet mo 
at Rjakottsh wliciiovcr you deem it prudent to fporc luch n 
force By tlio first opportunity you will inform me Iiow for 
the itote of Siysoro may either require or ndmit of my pro- 
cccding to Scringapatwn 

1 am 

Morninotom 


No ca 

Ueirl Gfn F{*TrU t»tht Earl t>/ ilenln^on 

My Lord, S«riD|f»pit«n fll»y 13 17OT 

I have forwarded to yonr Lordibip, by vnnoui htrcarahi 
on account of the success of tho army in tho assault of Sc 
nngnputnm, With copics of tbo ordcTi issucd OR that occosion. 
In those orders I expressed my approbotion of the conduct of 
the troops in general, and my sense of tho ments of thoio 
officers whoso behaviour had attracted particular notice. 

It remains for me to state what u in justice duo to thoso 
whom for obvious reasons I could not present in tlie same 
manner to your Lordships notice these ore officers on the 
general staff m ray family and others whoso seal induced 
them to forward the pubbe service by the exertion of their 
abilities m fud of departments to which they were not offl 
ciaHy attached. 

In every point of view I must call your Lordship s parbeu 
lar attention to the Adjutant-GeDeral of the army His 
general character as an officer is too well cstnbliabcd by a 
long and diatmguisbed course of the most mentonom service 
to require my testimony j bat the particular exertion of bis 
talents on the present service in directing regulating, and 
assisting the progress of our deplrtmcnts, when embarrassed 
by all the difflcidhes attending a deficiency of conveyance for 
an uncommonly extensive eqoipment during the advance of 
the army } and the abibty seal, and energy displayed by lum 



1799. 


THE EARL OF MORNINGTON. 


583 


in superintending the various operations of an arduous siege, 
■«-liere he was ever present, stimulating tlie exertions of 
others, oi assisting their judgment and labours with his own, 
claim from me to he stated' to your Lordship in the most for- 
cible terms. It is my earnest wish that my sentiments on this 
subject may he publicly recoided, and it is my firm opinion 
that if the success of this army has been of importance to 
the British inteiests, that success is to he attributed in a very 
considerable degiee to Lieut.-Colonel Close. 

From the officers moie immediately in my family, I have 
derived all the assistance, in the conduct of the public service, 
which I had reason to expect fii om then* experience , and I 
am highly indebted to your Loidship for the indulgence with 
which 3mu attended to my wishes in the selection of Lieut.- 
Colonel Agnew and Captain Macauley as my confidential 
staff. 

The gentlemen of the commission named by your Lordship 
to assist me with theii advice, on subjects ofapohtical nature, 
have in every instance where I have found it expedient to 
refer to their judgment, acted m a manner with which I am 
particularly satisfied. Your Loidship is in possession of 
their proceedmgs on the subject of the vaiious oveitures for 
negotiation made by Tippoo Sultaun , and the orders I have 
since received on this head leave me no giound to doubt youi 
Lordship’s approbation of the hne of conduct which they 
have uniformly pursued. 

Major Dallas has strong claims to be paiticularly recom- 
mended to your Lordship’s notice. The readiness with which 
he came forward to exert his personal mfluence with the 
pimcipal natives in the bullock depaitment, at a peiiod when 
it seemed scarcely possible to move foi ward the pubhc stores. 
The effectual aid which he gave to the store department by 
his personal assistance in its arrangements , and the duty 
equally important and laborious, which he voluntaiily took 
upon himself, of seekmg and securing forage for the pubhc 
cattle durmg the marches of the aimy, are amongst the 
many instances m which his zeal has been distingmshed, and 
which entitle him to the attention of Government 

In the department of the Quarter-Master-Geneial the con- 
duct of Lieut.-Col. Richardson and Major Allan has been 
very satisfactory to me. Captain Turing has ably assisted 
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Lieut Col Close in tbo Adjutnnt-Gcncrol fl oflicc; nnJ Copt 
Orr, of the guides, hoj mented greot praise by bis judgment, 
dfli^nco and nctlrlty, in conducting tlic marches of the annj , 
and of all tho detachments of importance, which, since oaf 
encampment here, it has been necessary to make under Major 
General Floyd 

Captain Maclcod, of tho intelligence deportment, has been 
employed In the management of tho baxars of tho army, In tho 
arrangement of the bnnjomes, and on a variety ofscmccs not 
spcaalJy tho duty of any regularly established ofGcc, but 
which required a perfect knowledge of tho customs of India, 
and tho strictest integrity in tho person charged with thcif 
execution. I have on oU such occasions given mj full confi 
denco to Captain Mocleod, and his conduct has shewn him 
deserving of tlio trust 

I have thought it a necessary part of my public duty to 
make this report to your Lor^Up for tho mformatlou of 
Govormnent, and have tho honour to be, 

My Lord your Lordships most obedient, 
and faithful servant, 

Gconoc liAniuf. 


No CCL 

Tke EmtJ •/ to fjtvt Oenrrtl Horrit 

j Fort Sl Oeorgv, 16tli flity 1/99 

I have already expressed to you In my answer to your note 
of the 4th instant, my distinguished sense of the invaluable 
services of the admirable army under your command, and 
having now received the details of tho assault of the 4th, I 
shall Immediately issue a General Order in Council respect 
Ing the conduct of the rapid and. bnflumt campaign which 
temunated with such lustre on that memorable day 
My private and mihtary secretanea will set out for Serm- 
gapatam by Ryakottah this evening charged with instructions 
for your guidance until my amval can take place. In the 
mean while I anthome you to assure Meer Cummur-ud Deen 
Khan that I receive vrith great aatisfaction his unconditional 
tubmusion to the generosity of the British power and that 
he may rely with confidence on my countenance and protec 
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lion. Nou will atld, tliat in cnnci'it with his Highness the 
Kirani I will reatlih take into oon‘?i(lernlion iVTccr Cninimir- 
nd-Dccn’s claim to the .Taghircof Gnrrnmcontla, hut it would 
he prcinatuic at present to entei into any sjiccific engage- 
ment on that head. lIowe%ci, I cmpow'cr you to declare to 
IMeer Cumniur-ud-Dccn immediately in my naniCj that if I 
shall he satisfied with his ser\iccs in the lestoration of tran- 
quillit}, I will m.ikc an ample and liberal provision for linn, 
fully equal to whato\cr ma\ appear to be his just claims. As 
it may tend to inspiic Meer Cummur-ud-Dcen with additional 
confidence, I enclose a letter for him under my own hand and 
seal. 

You will inform all the Sirdars, and persons lately in high 
ofiice in the government of I\I\soic, that the degree of favour 
and protection to be c\tcndcd to them by the Company and 
the allies will be regulated accoiding to the fidelity with 
winch the} shall respectively render an account of all the 
property of the Sircar undci their chaigc, referring in parti- 
cular to the stable horse, to the draft and carriage cattle, 
and to all arms, ordnance, and ordnance stores, belonging to 
the Sircar. 

I desire thatyou will issue such orders as yoiimay judge ne- 
cessary to the different asophs and aumils of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
government, requiring them to hold the public pi operty of 
ev^ery description at present in their charge, as well as the 
rev-^enue which may hereafter be collected, at the disposal of 
the allies ; and apprising them that a regular account of all 
such property and revenue will be taken with the greatest 
accuracy as soon as circumstances will permit. I think it ex- 
pedient that all these oi ders should be issued in your own 
name until my arrival at Seringapatam, as well for the purpose 
of giving the greater degiee of force to them, as of obviating 
any jealousies wdiich might arise from the immediate appoint- 
ment of officers on the part of the Company for the collection 
of the revenues. 

I have no doubt that you have adopted every necessary 
measure for securing to persons of eveiy desciiption the safe 
and undisturbed possession of their piivate propeities. 

I am, &c. &c. 

Mornington. 
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No ccn 

Gnml Ordrri •/(*<• Corrmw Cnml Im Ctntcll 

Fort Sl Oforpe ICth M«f MOO 

The lUght Hon the GoTcmor Gcncml In Council Imnng 
thia day received from the Commander in Chief of the allied 
onny m the field, the official dclniU of the glonous and dcci 
fiTcnctory obtained -at Senngapatom on the 1th of Mo), 
ofiers Ilia cordial thonki and alnccro congratulations to tho 
Commander ro-Chlcf, and to all the ofilccri and men com 
^sing the gallant army which achieved the capture of tho 
capit^ of hlyaoro on that memorable day Ilia Lordahip 
Yioira witli admiration the consummate judgment with which 
tho assault was planned, tho unequalled rapidity, animation 
and skill with which It was executed, and the humanity which 
distinguished its final success. Under tho favour of Provi 
dcncc and tho justice of our cause, tho catabhshed character 
of the army had inspired an early confidence that the war m 
which wo were engiffcd, would be brought to a speedy, pros- 
perous, and honourable issue But the erents of tho 4th of 
Hay, while they have Burpassod oven the sanguine expects 
Gons of the Governor General ui CouncD, have raised the 
reputation of the Bndsh arms in India to a degree of eplen- 
dour and glory unnvalled m the military history of this quar 
ter of the globe, and seldom approached m any part of tho 
world The lustre of this victory can be equalled only by 
the substantial advantages which it promises to establish, by 
restonng the peace and safety of the British possessions in 
India on a dorahle foundation of genuine fbcurity The Go- 
vernor General m CouncD reflects with pndo satisfaction and 
gratitude, that, m this arduous crisis the spirit and exertion 
of our Indian army hare kept pace with those of our country 
men at home and that m Indin as in Europe Great Britain 
has found In the malevolent designs of her enemies, on m 
creasing source of her own prosperity, fame and power 
By order of the Right Hon. the Governor General m 
CouncD. 


J Wkdbe, 

Secretarj to Government 
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No. CCIII. 

The Earl of Mormngfon to the Right Hon Henry Dinulas 

My dear Sir, Fort St. George, 16tb Rlny, 1799 

Yesterday I leceivetl the enclosed despatch fiom Lieut.- 
General Harris,^ containing the details of the captuie of Se- 
ringapatam , they requiie no comment, and I am persuaded 
that no solicitation is necessary on my ])art to induce you to 
recommend the incomparable army ^\ hich has gained this glo- 
rious triumph to the paiticular notice of his Majesty, and to 
the applause and gratitude- of their country. The uncondi- 
tional submission of Cummur-ud-Deen, accompanied by that 
of Futteh Hyder, nill, I tiust, much facilitate the means of 
makmg a new settlement. I am on the point of setting out 
for Seringapatam, and I have no doubt that, in any possible 
case, I shall be able to add to the annual revenues of the 
Company, m the peninsula of India, a sum not less than 
twelve lacs of pagodas, v ith the additional advantage of con- 
tracting and strengthening ourfiontier, and of establishing a 
continuity of our territory fiom the coast of Coromandel to 
that, of Malabai. 

In our present situation the amvahof a- French force in 
India would be rather a desirable event than otherwise, as I 
am confident that the lesult must be an accession of leputa- 
tion and honour to our tioops, and the disappomtment and 
ruin of the enemy. If the Fiench sbouldibe established, in 
Egypt, it might be advisable to considei whethei an expedi- 
tion might not be fitted out fiom India to coopei ate, by way 
of the Red Sea, with any attempt which might be undei taken 
fi om the Mediterranean. I cannot venture to prepare any 
such expedition without oiders from England , but if I should 
receive them, you may be assured that they will be executed 
with alaciity and dihgence not only by me, but by the whole 
army in India. 

Beheve me, my dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully and affectionately, 

Mornington. 


* See page 569 
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l0rti Giec io the CAa/m#/* Cvnrt •/ Direeiori »/ the JhMntJe 

jptt Tinth Comjitiny 

Qip Fori Si- Ocofi?.* irihMty \700 

I have the grcalctt laUBfaclion in oftenng to you my 
warmest congratnlntiom upon llio fall of Senngapatam, and 
upon the events which hare since led to the extinction of the 
power of an invotcmtc enemy, who lias for a senes of yean 
kept thu Presidency in a state of constant inquietude, uncer 
tamty, and expense By the late despatches from hence you 
will have been made fu% acquainted with the grounds and 
reasons upon which tho Imo of conduct adopted hy his 
Lordship has been pursued, and with tho tncasurci which 
have terminated m this most important conquest. Tho wls 
dom with which the plans of tho Governor General have 
been combined, was equal to Uio extent of tho danger whicJi 
tlircatencd us and the vigorous efforts which have been 
made for the completion of our military equipments were pro- 
portionate to tbo urgency of tho occasion which required all 
the energy of your Governments m India, while tho ability, 
seal and valour which have been displayed in tho execution 
of this ardnous enterpnre, have effected on achievement, tho 
briDiancy of which bos seldom been equalled in any part of 
the world 

In redectmg upon this important and unparalleled success, 
it is a cause of just triumph that the Bnhsb councils have 
never departed from their characterutic moderation, and that 
we have been compelled, by tho inveterate hatred of an nn 
placable enemy to adopt those decisive measures which have 
ended m the final subverdon of his power, and m establishing 
a basis of lasting tranquillity throughout this part of your 
poBiesaiona. Prom tho magmtude of this event wo derive a 
just relief firom the regret, which the loss of any part of that 
gallant army must inspire | and m tho consequences which 
must follow it, we shall find more thnn g, compensation for 
the expences which have been inc urr e d in the prosecution of 
this Decenary war 

The fell of SenngBpatam, the death of the Sultnim, the 
surrender of the principal part of his family with the submit- 
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sion of (lie most powerful of his chiefs, warrant the expecta- 
tion of a speed) and permanent nriangeinent of (lie whole of 
his dominions The .uhant.igcs to he gained fiom an in- 
crease of revenue, it might not he diflicult to estimate, hut 
the solid benefits to he derived from an extension of commerce, 
and from the preservation of lasting tranquillity, which, un- 
der the blessing of Providence, it may now be in the povvei of 
those entrusted with the dncction of youi aflhirs in India to 
command and maintain, it is scaicely possible to appreciate. 

I have the honoiii to he, 
with the gicatcst respect and esteem, Sii, 

your most faithful and obliged humble servant, 

Clive. 


No. CCV. 

Chtof tTu^licc Sir J Anf^truthcr to the Knrl of Morningtoii 
My Dear Lord, Calcuitn, 17tl» May, 1799 

It is with the most smcoic satisfaction and heartfelt plea- 
sure that I congratulate you upon the most brilliant and glo- 
rious event which cvei occurred in oui Indian history Tlie 
news of the fall of Scringapatam and the death of Tippoo, 
and your complete and decisiv'e success is just announced to 
us 

Every man in the country will feel Ins security increased, 
and his character raised by the destruction of a power long 
looked up to as the only one capable of i esisting the for ce of 
our aims. The events of last war, which, after two years of, 
I may say, defeat, ended in the third in a politic peace^ proved 
to every native power the ability of a native power to resist 
even a confederacy against him with effect, at least, if not with 
success. It was reserved for the promptitude and vigour of 
your Government to shew our power irresistible — to render 
our empire permanent and secure in India, and your own 
name immortal. 

All your friends will, no doubt, highly rej'oice, but I who 
know the difficulties you had to encounter, the counterac- 
tions you had to experience, feel a degree of pleasure in the 
event not only as a public man and your pnvate friend, but 
very considerably increased by the anxiety which my know- 
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Idlgc of those very arcumstance* Ims occairioncd to me 
Moat henrtny indeed do 3 rejoice ^Iny crerj other plan you 
liavoI>o equally sueccsafuli and may you long enjo), in the 
bosom of your fncndi and family, your well enmed fomc 
Adieu, yours alTcctionatcly, 

J ANrrnimiEn. 


No CCVl 

IJeuInuMi GfHtral Sir Altrrrd CiMrte to (if n*r 1 tf Momin^on 

My Deau Ixjnn, Fort Willumj J/ihBIay I7D9 

The great and glonoua nows we Imre rcecivcd of the CiH 
of Scnngopatain, nind its late monarch, has filled mo too full 
of joy to admit of my waiting the receipt of a letter from j ou, 
ere 1 oOcr my most liearty congratulations on it, which I beg 
leave now to do with sincere assumneca of my taUng a par 
ticular interest m the personal satisfocUon that y our Lordship 
mutt, from peculiar cireomstances feel on the occasioru 
The wisdom of that pohey which dictated the measures 
that led to this brilliant and most important event, and your 
Lordships persevering exertions to surmount the nnmeroas 
difficulties that occurred m the execution of them, do you the 
greatesthonoor, and cannot fall of producing those marks of 
approbation and gratitude from your king and country which 
such conduct so highly merits. 

I am extremely anxious to see more detailed accounts of 
the vanouB transactions from the army Hams s success, 
exclusive of pubhc considerations, gives me aincere pleasure j 
and I earnestly hope that he and Ins gallant troops may de- 
rive every possible benefit of honour and profit that their 
xealous services and brilliant conquest rjtn entitle them to 
I wiH do myself the honour of wnting to you n gnm soon , 
and m the meantime, 

1 re main with true respect and esteem. 

My dear I,ord 

Your Ijordahip ■ most obedient, 

and most faithful hinnhle servant, 

AmmEn Clarke. 
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P. S. I'remember your observations of “ Immbbng Tippoo 
befoie the anmversaiy of your entering upon the duties of 
this Government,” v^\n.c\\ took-^Ydice pi ecisely tins day tivelve- 
montlis. 


No. ccvn. 

The Earl of Mormngton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, port St George, 19th May, 1799 

The accidental detention of the Sai ah Chi istiana packet 
enables me to forward to your honourable Committee, by this 
despatch, documents of gieat impoitance, explanatory of the 
nature of the connexion between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
French lepubhc. 

These papers were found in the palace of Sermgapatam, 
and weie transmitted officially to my military secretary by 
the secretary of the commission appointed to assist Lieut.- 
General Harns m all matteis of a pohtical nature. 

The paper No. 1^ is a letter from Tippoo Sultaun to the 
Executive Directory, and appears to be an attested copy of 
that which was despatched by M. Dubuc with two native 
vakeels of the 7th of February, 1799. The letter, however, 
is dated the 20th of July, 1798, at which time the military 
preparations in the Carnatic had scarcely commenced. 

Your Honomable Committee will observe, that, Tippoo 
Sultaun, in the most distinct manner, states the nature of his 
late embassy to the Isle of France to have been the same 
which I have described m my minute of the 12th of August, 
and in my letter to Tippoo Sultaun of the 8th of November, 
notwithstanding that he had endeavoured to put a different 
colour on the transaction m his letter to me of the 18th of 
December, 1798, received at Fort St. George the 25th of the 
same month. 

It is equally remarkable that he does not attempt to allege 
against the British Government any giound of complaint 
since the conclusion of the last war. 

The object of his offensive and defensive alliance with 
Fiance appeals to have been not merely the recovery of his 
foiiner dominions, but the expulsion of the English from all 


* See Appendix 
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their rich posscflsions in India, and the utter annihilation of 
their power in A»ia- 

lou will further observe, that ho ileclorci it to be hii in 
tention to commence the attach on the fir*t favourable occa 
Bion ; and on the whole, that he professci to maVo common 
cause with Trance, under the most solemn protestations of 
fidelity and seal to the republic. 

Tlio paper, l>o 0,* la a note of tlic demands which Tippoo 
Sultauns ambaiiadora were authorized by him to mahe upon 
the executive Directory at Pans They correspond In sub- 
stance with the requisitions announced in M Molorlic a pro- 
clamation at the Alauntiiu f 

In the articles 6 and 0 you will perceive that the Sultaun 
intended to commence his operations in the heart of the Car 
natic, in concert with a French army to be landed at Porto 
Novo, and that he did not propose to wait the actual arrival 
of the French force, hut was resolved to molcc liimself master 
of the coast of Coromandel as soon as he should find it con- 
venient, after havuig received notice of the motions of the 
French 

In article 1 it appears that the Portuguese colonici m this 
quarter of India were to have been divided between Tippoo 
Sultaun and the French. All the articles of this paper de 
mand particular attention, ns tending to prove, m the most 
conclusive manner, the entire devotion of this infatuated 
Prince to his alliance with France. Tins paper also is dated 
on the 20th July 1798} both documents ore signed m the 
Sultaun 8 own hand writing, according to the abbreviated 
form of signature which he was accustomed to use m all his 
letters and other oflScial documents This mode of signature 
u usual among the natives of Hindoitan, and mo doubt f-sn 
be entertained of the authenticity of the papers 

Your Ilonourable Committee will observe, that the letter 
from Tippoo Sultaun to me which was received at Fort 
St George on the 13th of February, must have been written 
subsequently to the despatch of the papers now enclosed, as 
M. Dubuc, with the Sultauns two voLeels embarked at 
Tmnquebar on the 7th of February 

I have the honour to be iUi. 

MoRSTOiaTON 


Sw Appendix 
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No. CC^^II. 

Major Gnu'ral Sir ,T If Craig to the Earl of ilfornhigton 

]My Lord, Cawnporc, 2itli May, 1/99 

Though I shall not he the foremost, I can assuic youi Lord- 
ship that I shall not be the least sincere in my congratulations, 
on the glorious c^ out of the cnjituic of Senngapatam. The fall 
of theSultaun, and the destiuclion ofthepouei of his family, by 
the capture of his sons, uhicli so fortun.itely distinguished it, 
liaie completed the success, and to the energy and vigour 
of your Lordship’s adimnisliation, Britain and the India 
Compan}^ vill he indebted foi the most important and bene- 
ficial event, that has arisen fiom the efibrts of their arms, 
since the battle of Plassy established us in these piovinces. 
Nor will the value of your Loidship’s services be estimated 
alone, by their immediate effects in the established secuntyof 
our possessions in the Carnatic. In my mind, at least, tliey cany 
with them, a still higher puce in the lestoration of our na- 
tional character. This, your Lordship has alieady rescued 
from the contempt into which it had fallen ; and to the wis- 
dom and spirit of your Loidsliip’s measures shall we owe the 
returning respect and aw'e, with which the Native Poweis 
will, I doubt not, view us in future. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 

and faithful humble Seivant, 

J. H. Craig. 


No. CCIX. 

Geneial Ordeis of the Gmjernoi Geneial tn Council. 

Madras, May24tli, 1799 

The Right Honoul able the Govern or- Geneial m Council 
directs the Commander-in-Chief of the allied army in the 
field to assure the officers on the geneial staff of the army, 
those composmg the confidential staff of the Commander-in- 
Chief, and those whose zeal, ability, and exertion, have been 
distinguished in aid of the departments to which they were 

VOL T. 2 Q 
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not officially uttnclKHl tlmt Ms lonlsliip entertains tlic highest 
»CTuc of their several eminent Borvlccs clunng the late glonous 
campaign in Mysore 

The conduct of the Atljutant General I lent Colonel Cloic, 
has amply juatillcil the implicit confidence reposed by the 
Governor General in Council m liis extensive knowledge, np- 
prov«l cxpcncncc, superior talents, ardent valour, and Indo- 
fabgablc activltj 

The niuform xcal, pcrscvcranco end fortitude, with which 
Lieut Colonel Close has exerted nil these great qualities in 
ever} trial of difficulty and danger, entitle him to the praise, 
respect and esteem of the Governor General in CounciL His 
Lordship feels himself bound, by every obligation of justice 
and public duty, to recommend the extraordinary monls of 
Licut-Colonel Close to the particular approbation of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, and to the applause and 
gratitude of his country 

The selection which the Commander in Cldof hod tojudl 
aously made of Licut--Coloncl Agnew and Captain Macaulaj 
for hit confidential staff was confirmed by the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council with a just expectation that his Lxcdlcncy 
would denve considerable advantage to the public service 
from their able oigistancc 

The Governor-General in Council is Imppy to record a 
puhhc acknowledgment of the dbtinguishcd conduct of Miyor 
Dallas, and to assure that officer thot his Lordship has a just 
sense of the important services which ho has rendered in his 
successful superiolcndcncoof tho labonous departments under 
his cliarge. 

It u very satisfactory to his Lordship to remark that tho 
conduct of the Quarter IVlostcr GencraTs department under 
Lieut-Colonel Kichardson and Major Allan and that of the 
department of the guides under Captain Orx, has met with 
the approbation of the Commander in Chief bis Lordship 
desires that his pubhc thaoks may be conveyed to those offi 
cers and on this occasion his Lordship thinks it proper to 
pohlisb to the army the particular thanks which be had al 
ready directed the Conunander-m Chief to convey to Major 
Allan and Captain Orr for the essential semcet rendered by 
them on tho 22nd March last, after tho battle of MoHavelly 

Hii Xxjrdship it also happy to concur m the honourable 
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tc'^tinionv borne b\ tbr Coinninnclcr-in-Ciiiof to (be niciit'? of 
Capbiin 'I'unnj:r and of Captain Maeleocl, ami tin nets that 
bis thanks nnn be convened to those meritorious oOicerb 
In nil innks .nul departments of the allied ann>, bis Lord- 
ship has obscncd. nith sincere pleasure, a general spnit of 
harmony and concord, \\hich (under the ha]ip\ auspices of 
the Commander-in-Chief) has united c\cry heart, head, and 
band, in the common cause, signnhred cacli piogrcssnc ope- 
ration of the campaign, witli a peculiar cliaracter of alacrity 
and ardour, and crowned its cm ly conclusion with victory, 
triumph, and renown 

Bj Older of the Bight Honourable the Govcrnoi -General 
in Council, 

.1. Wnnni , 

Sccrctaiy to Go\evnmcnt. 


No. CCX. 

77/^ Hon Jotinthnn Dttnrnn (o the Flnrl of Morntng^ton 
Ml Loud, nombny, 2r)tli Rhu, 1799 

In acknowledging the news of youi Lordsbip’s glorious 
successes, I icqucst of your Lordship to accept of my sin- 
cercpt congratulations, as w ell as of my cordial -wishes, that 
all tlie futuie ineasuics of youi Loidsliip’s administration may 
be attended with equal propoitionate lustie and advantage to 
the State. The bigotted Mussulmen lieie can hardly yetbe- 
be\e that their champion is fallen. 

To-morrow tlieie is to be a thanksgiving m our church, for 
the Divine blessing on the British armies on the late occasion, 
of which I liope your Lordsliip will appiove. 

If your Lordship find leisure, the papers about Malabar 
may be taken up and decided on by your Loidsbip before 
the expiiation of the leases in September lender it necessaiy 
for me to act, and if in view^ to the late events, or from any 
other circumstance, your Lordship see any fundamental al- 
teration necessary m the management of afFaiis m that quarter, 
I beg to assure your Lordship that it is my unfeigned desiie 
that no consideiation of delicacy oi pioposed accommodation 
towards me may for a moment interfeie with youi Lordship’s 
views foi the good of that coiintiy, to see which well esta- 
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bliihed 18 eitlicr tlio flrtt, or, nt !cait, on'' of the first wishes 
of my heart 

I lioTC tlic honour to be, my liord, 
our Ixirdihipa moat obedient humble Servant, 

Jos J)USCAV 


No 

From tie E*ri */ ihrntngtn teiif Cmrl ef Ihrteten 
IIonouhable Sira, Fort St, Ocorpe, Cth Jtme 1795 

I havorccciTod Intelligence from Senngapotam tlmt Futteli 
Hjder, eldest son of Tippoo Sultaun, Pumeah the Dewan 
of the Sultaun and lileer Cummin-ud Deen have sur 
rendered themiclrcs to Lieutenant C enernl Hams at Senn 
gapatam The whole of Tippoo Sultaun s sons, thirteen in 
number, togctlicr with oil bis sirdars of note, arc now at 
ScnngapiUm 

Tlie pnroary objects of General Hams s attention, after tlio 
fall of ^nngapatam, were to disband tbe late Sultaun s army 
and to obtain possession of tbopnnclpal strongholds throughout 
his domuuons. The measures necessary for the first of these 
objects were accordingly taken through the agency of Pur- 
neah The Sflledar horse, of their own accord, returned to 
thelrlands Some discussions however took. place with regard 
to the disposal of the Cargeer, or stahle-horse, which were at 
length terminated on the 18th ultimo by the assistance of Pur 
neah The corps, formerly Lally s bos srorendcred, and the 
Europeans, composing it, together with those under Monsieur 
Chapuy recently amvod from Mauntius were secured, and 
have been sent prisoners of war into the Carnatic. Upon the 
whole I have the satisfaction to inform your Honourable 
Court that the late Sultaun s army is now entirely disbanded. 

The stable-horses elephants and camels, belonging to the 
Circar have been delivered up and many of the ibnner have 
been allotted to complete deficient corps of the Company s 
cavalry whfle others not calculated for that service, have been 
appropriated to the use of his Highness the Nixam 

In the meantime the necessary measures hare been pursued 
for taking possession of the remaining parts of the Sultaun s 
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dominions. On tlie IStli ultimo, the aimy of Bombay, under 
the command of Lieutenant Genei.al Stuart, marched on its re- 
turn to jNIalabar by the May of Coorga, ^vith the intention of 
detaching tioops to take possession of the district of Caiiara. 
This army aimed at Caiinanoie on the 22nd ultimo, atM'hich 
period the rains had not commenced. Cii cular orders M-^ere 
addressed by Lieutenant-Geneial Harris to the commandants 
of the principal fortresses in Canara, and supported by si- 
iiiilar requisitions from the INfeer Sudder, or general superin- 
tendant of garrisons, under the late Sultaun’s government, re- 
quiring the surrender of their lespective forts to the British 
troops, and giving them geneial assurances of favour and 
countenance. There is eveiy leason to believe that the forts 
Mill be quietly delivered up, in m-IucIi case tioops muII be im- 
mediately detached by Lieutenant General Stuart to occupy 
them 

Similar measures have been adopted to obtain the surrender 
of the forts in other parts of the late Sultaun’s dominions , and 
as far as oui tioops have yet pioceeded, with uniform success. 

Tlie Mllagers have letuincd to their occupations in most 
parts of the country, and the strongest symptoms have ap- 
peared of a geneial disposition to submit to the ordeis of the 
British Government without opposition or reluctance. 

I have gieat satisfaction in informing your Honourable 
Court that the whole of the late Tippoo Sultaun’s lecords 
having been fortunately secuied, they aie found to contain 
a senes of coiiespondence between the Sultaun and the 
French. I have now the honour to transmit to your Honoui- 
able Court a complete copy of the Avhole series. No comment 
upon them can be necessary The ciicumstances undei which 
they were found, as well as the internal evidence which they 
contain, render their authenticity indisputable.’^ 

I am now occupied in framing a general arrangement of the 


* The whole of these papers (occupying a large volume) were printed 
at Calcutta, and translated by N B Edmonstoue, Esq , then filling the 
high and responsible station of Persian Translator to (Government, now a 
Director of the East India Company, and one of the best informed men 
on all Oriental subjects, whether of a political or liteiary nature hlr 
Edmonstone’s aid in the preparation of the present work has been freely 
and generously accorded. 
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7/r* I! u //r/ f" /Jiifi'h/ fo the 1 nr! Mt/riuDi't'^u 

(Private ) 

ui \it Loiti)^ l.Hh Aagiiit, 

I lM\e been (hil\ lavoured witli }our Lor(l’?hip\ \L‘iy im- 
portmit letter^, from tlie Cnjic of Good Hope of tlic follouing 
dates (No. 1) 23rd of February,* (No. !2) 2Stli of Fcbriinry,'|- 
nnd (No .3) Ttli of j\Iarcb,;|' 1708. 

In my secret letter of tlic IGtb of June last§ I wrote to your 
Lordship \cr) fully on the subject of tlic hostile vicus of 
Tippoo Sultaun^ as they bad been stated to us by recent 


• .See page 1 f See page 17. 

J Tliib was a brief note, mentioning bis Jjordship’a contimieil detention 

at the C.ipc, owing to the /at Finfiitic requiring ao much repair 

§ S cc jiagc 348 
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dcapotclica from the Cnpc, anti o!*o relative to the arnmment 
fitted out from Toulon, under the command of General Duo- 
najmrtc 1 at the same time enclosed copy of a proclamation 
said to hare been issued b} the Governor of Mauritius,* as 
Tvcll as the latest intelligence relative to the expedition aboro 
alluded to by which it appeared that Eg)!)* India were 
the ultimate objects of the great prcpamtions that had been 
made. Having in that letter fully detailed tlic Tncasurcs pro- 
posed to bo adopted at home, and pointed out such as ap* 
peared to be proper to be earned into execution by your 
Lordship in India, I shall not at present enter into any fur 
thor detail on those subjects, but shall content myself with 
referring you to tlio despatches jou will receive by this con- 
Toytmcc through the Secret CommUtec, for a detail of the 
measures adopted by Government for the better security of 
our Indian possessions 

In my letter of the IGth of Juno I observed that I had, to 
a certain extent given your Lordship my opinion upon part 
of the subjects to which )ou had colled my attention m }our 
despatches from'’thc Cape, and stated my intention of re 
serving my sentiments on other matters of detail and of a less 
pressing nature for some futoro conveyance this I intended 
doing by the present opportunity but as tlio ships are to be 
despatched immediately and of which I was not informed till 
this morning it it my mtenbon to answer those letters as well 
os any I may receive in the mean tone by the first ships of 
the ensumg season. 

I am anxious to hear of your safe arrival in India and of 
your having entered upon the very important functions com- 
mitted to your charge, and in which I most cordially wish yon 
success. 

I am, my dear Lord 

ours very sincerely, 

Henry Dundas 


JnlrodDctloo. 
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No. CCXV. 

Tlie Rtght Hon Henri/ Dnndas to the Earl of Mormngton 

(Private.) 

My dear Lord, 'Wlntehnl], 2/th November, 1798. 

I have been duly honoured with the receipt of your Lord- 
ship’s letters from Madi as, dated tlie 8th of May,*^ and ano- 
thei from Calcutta, dated the 2Sid of June last f 

I most sinceiely congiatulate 5 mur Lordship on your arri- 
val at Fort William, and upon )mur assumption of the Go- 
vernment of that Piesidency, and trust you will soon find 
little or no inconvenience from the climate, though it may 
appear dieadful at first. 

By the present oveiland despatch, I can do little more than 
advert to the contents of the letters fiom your Loidship, the 
receipt of which I have above acknowledged. 

One pomt, howevei, in your letters from Madras affords 
me the highest satisfaction, I mean where you state the coast 
army to be in the finest condition, and to be one of the no- 
blest bodies of men in the world I trust your Lordship will 
find the Bengal aimy far more respectable as to older and 
discipline than has been generally supposed , Loi d Teign- 
mouth has spoke very favourably to me of it, and especially 
of the troops in the upper provinces, and has done ample 
justice to the abilities and exertions of General Craig. 

His Loidship has left with me the lough draft of the con- 
fidential letter he wrote to your Lordship, to be dehvered to 


* Tins was a brief note, mentioning bis Lordship’s arnval at Madras 
on the 26th of Apnl, 1798, that the main object of his mission to the 
Presidency at Fort St George (relative to the Nabob of Arcot) had- not 
been accomphshed , that the army was m the finest possible condition , 
that General Harris would make a good Commander-m-Chief in Bengal, 
and that his Lordship would sail for Fort William on the 9th of May 
f This IS a brief letter, stating the Governor General’s arrival at Fort 
Wilhara on the 17th of May, transmitting the Mauritius proclamation, 
■and expressing an opinion that the judicial business ought to be separated 
from that of the Council 




G02 TllC RIGHT IION III NR^ DUSHAJt TO NoV 

you on your nmMil nt Cnlcultn.* I Imvo not IinJ tinit ni* \ct 
to nttcmi to the wunf, lu\t from tlic conversations I Iiqtc had 


• Tbe foUoiriDj ii on citrart of tho Inter rtferred to 
Fnm thr G»rrrn*r Ge»frei S?r JdAs Share i* the Eeri «/ 

Mt Lord CaJeatt* Mwrli "ih 

After an ib*cncc of three monthi and a half I returned to the Pre»U 
dency from Latlcoow on the 2nd Instant and with every Inclination to 
commonloite to your Lordihlp ray detailed mjtlrocnt* on the lUte of 
■flain In thli coantry I mail plccd the apology of Incessant occnpalion 
and InlerrupUon for a hurried oddrt** nctlher conformohlc to my own 
wUhe* nor probably to your expectatlonj 

Ai the trunaiclloni In rrhlcb I hare been lately enga^jed bare occupied 
a large portion of my time and aondtode I iball first briedy •pcuL of 
them. 

Upon the sudden death of tbe late Nabob Mxler on the 2lst of Sep- 
tember last vrt were compelled to admit the fuceculoo of bis declar^ 
ton Vlxkr AU Khau la opposition to universal opinion that he was of 
ipunoui origiiL For tbe prlndplcs on which this admltrioo ms first 
mtdf and eAerrrardj confirmed I refer fonr Ix>rdsblp to roy pnblle 
Mlnuta which will curEdeatly erince the cmbamirroent and hesitation 
attending it. 'l‘be state of alfdn at Luchnow soon asssmed an appear 
anea wUcb threatened tbe sutrrcnlou of the influence and luteresta of 
the Company there, and eompelled me to undertalce tbe arduous tash of 
attempting an arrmngenient of them at the moment when 1 was preparing 
to embark for Europe. I left Calcutta on tbe 25th of Norember add In 
the progress of my Journey to LucLnow 1 found grouodj of more leri- 
oth ilarm and erery Indkatioo of onproroked hostile opposition hiy 
determination upon It \ru the result of erenU which left me without op- 
tioD and In its progress led to on enquiry which established, upon the 
most solid eridence, the spuHous birth of the inccesjor to Asoph ud 
Boulah and of all bis repu^ sons a determined opposition Uttle short 
of open hottlBly to the Company and compelled me to change the line 
of fuccetrion and establish the Nabob SandJl All Khan, the eldest fur 
Thing sou 6f Snjsh ud Doulab ou the Musnud of Oude as the legiU- 
mate and rightful luccesaor to tbe late Nabob 
This is a luminary account of tho most unportant occurrence of my 
Admlnistratloo the pertlculari of which are detailed In my pobllc MI 
nutea. In the penual of them your Jjordshlp will participati the eanbar 
rtisment attending a situation luTolring the interests, the Justice, and 
reputation of the Company risk danger and great personal responil 
hiiity and without precedent or parallel. I haro the foHest confidence 
that your Lordship’s judgment on the occasion will concur with mine, 
most eamesUy recommend to you an early decJnratlon of your de- 
termination to support the Nabob Saadit All Khan, In conformity to tho 
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Rvitli Lord Teigninoutli, I have no doubt but he has stated his 
sentiments in the most fiiendly and unreseived manner. 


treaty which I have concluded mth hmi, ns essentially nccessat-y to iin- 
jiart confidence to him, and suppress tlic mtriq’ues and apprehensions 
incidental in India to a thauge in the administration of this country In 
the documents referred to, your Lordship mil find ample details of my 
transactions at Lucknow, of the conduct and characters of the natives 
there, and of every circumstance necessary to inform your judgment 
But ns I consider our connection wth Oude as one of the most impor- 
tant and delicate amongst our political relations in this country, and as 
no information can supply the advantages of personal observation, I can- 
not hut recommend to your Lordship tlie propriety of visiting that coun- 
try whenever the state of aflairs and season will admit ; and allow me 
further to suggest to your Lordship that the notification of such an inten- 
tion to the Nabob Saadit Ali Khan, in your letter to him announcing 
your accession, may be attended with some advantage 
I have communicated, agreeably to usage, to all the native powers with 
whom we are connected, the information of your Lordship’s accession 
and of my departure, in terms suitable to the occasion, and the rank and 
character of your Lordship 

The power of the British nation in India is most respectable, and their 
political reputation is most generally respeeted It has ever been my 
anxious endeavour to promote it, by a steady adherence to every engage- 
ment, by the sincerity of my public conduct, and by an attention to 
avoid any interference or measure, which could excite jealousy or dis- 
gust The political forbearance of the Company has not failed to make 
a sensible impression on the Mahrattas, Nizam, and throughout, of which, 
if time admitted, I could mention some striking and important instances, 
but it 18 not in the nature of things to be expected that we can ever have 
all the credit which our conduct deserves, witli those who act upon diffe- 
rent principles, and w'ho limit their forbearance by the extent of their 
power Such is the case noth every Asiatic Prince, and the actual power 
of the Company is their only solid security, whilst it is, however, strongly 
supported by their reputation for political justice and sincenty 

The ambition of Scindiah appears unbounded, and in prosecuting the 
dictates of it, he has equally appealed to treachery and violence, his 
power is, in fact, a military usurpation, which, however irresistible at 
present, may be shaken or subverted by the same treachery and ambition 
in those by whose assistance it has been established The Mahratta chief- 
tain who commands the army of Scindiah m Hmdostau, Ambajee, is not 
mthout apprehensions of his master, and he made some induect over- 
tures to me for an eventual union with the Company, against the ap- 
prehended violence of his master The Rajah of Berar submits to the 
usurpations of Scindiah, from inabibty to resist them only, and the num- 
bers of hlahratta chieftains who have been degraded or ill treated by him, 
W'ould, probably, avail themselves of any fair opportunity for gratifying 
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I have carefully pcruBcU j'our ordcre lo I^IndraB and Bomba} 
received from the latter Prcsldcnc}, In consequence of the 
proclamation lasued at the Mouritiui , and it i« a pleasing or 
cumBtance to find that, at the exact penod we were framing 
our order* hero on that tubject, you were nntlajwtmg them 
by the order* issued by your OovemmenU 
Aj your Lordship must before now be In possession of the 
orders of the Secret CommUtee of June lost,* I shall not hero 
odd an} tiling farther 

tl>elr mcDtment or to rc-e«(aI>iU1i tbcioielrcs It trill require uncom 
moa oltlUllt* la bclailUU to reader UU preicat potter tolW aad penna- 
nent, tad any tenoua mliforttme to bim rroiild probably be luccetded by 
conmliloru which mlglit tboke hU power In inDdastan to Its foandatloo. 
The Hajiht of Jeypore aod Joudporc, aod maoy others trould probal ly 
seize the opportunity of ihaklng off the Mahratta yolcof and If Sdndlah 
should erer prorohe a contest rdlh the Company much adrantaj^e 1 am 
convinced ml^t he obtoloed from their aisUtance. 

The power of the Nliora m well as hU health U rapidly on the de 
dhn, and bis Minister Azlm ul Omnth has lonir pressed a closer onion 
with the Company AJtUoo^ I foresee {^t embarrassmeDts, and the 
possibility of serious evils from the sobvenkm of the power of the NUam 
I see ttm greater In an union which wonld impose upon ns the prevention 
of it. This Is the result of much delllwratloD on this Important sol Jeet. 

TIppoo wHl certainly trail himself of any fair opportunity to rC'Cata- 
bllsh the power and reputation which ho lost In his former contest with as. 

^lYhether Zemson Shah will erer invade lliodostan la a matter of doubU 
fol speculation although I ^ve him credit for the drlcrmloatioa If we 
were assured of no hostile intentions on his part towards us or our lUiet 
the event in4'b4 perhaps operate to the adroota;^ of our interests by 
dlmlnuhlng or destroying the Mahratta InUaoice Id Ulndoitan imderthe 
uDcerfainty itteodlng' his designs and the possible danger arislnj^from 
his approach towards the fraoClers of Oud^ the question of a defensiTe 
union with the Mahrattas occurred. AVllhout pretending to decide upon 
It, I am more Inclined to rely npoo our own strength than enter Into any 
nnlon with the Mahrattas to oppose ZemauQ Shah which might carry onr 
arms beyoid the domlnions^f the Nabob Vizier 
I cannot conclude without expressing my slncerest satisfaction at your 
Lordship's appointment my most cordial wishes for the prosperity of 
your sdmlnlstcation and my personal respect and esteem for your Lord 
ship s character 

I hare the honour to be, my Lord 
Your Ixirdshlp s most obedient humble Servant, ; 

J Shohs 

recdrtd liy the Ooimicir OtnMiJ on tbo 1811 of Oclotor 
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I slinll nnxiou'^ly o\])rrt the clclaiK \ our Lord'll lip lias pro- 
inKod rclali\c to Arcot niul T.nujotr, lliu (inancc'^ of llio 
Conipnuy, and llic pcncral polilu'*. of Judin. On (he l.ittoi 
Huhfect 1 intended to lm\e mil ten to your JjonKlup by an 
enrh opportunity, lint sliall defer it (ill 1 am bnouicd ;\i()i 
joiir ])ronuscd detail; and, indeed, In the pleasing eliangc 
(hat lia*; taken place in public nOiiirs In the glorious MCtory 
of Admiral XcUoii, a*' nell a*? from (he uncertainty of (he 
designs of Tippoo, it i*' not .it (his present moment ncccssar}' 
to enter particulnrh on the subject. J am contident \our 
Lordship is fcrhngh aliic as to the ncccssit) of Mgilantly 
Matching of and guarding against the designs both of Tipjioo 
and the French, as mcU ns the othoi jioMCrs of India, mIio 
m.iy be inimical to the interest of the BrilnU nation in India. 

I am hnpjn lour Lordship is jdcased with the appointment 
of Lord Cine to the Goicrnmcnt of jMadras, I trust he Mill 
do honour to our choice , in this opinion I am much confirmed 
by ivhat Lord Tcignmouth has stated to me, that his Lord- 
ship constant]} gicM upon him in the several conieisations 
he had Mith Loid Cine at the Cape. As }our Lordship Mill 
recci\c b} this conicyance scscral letters, which Me have 
directed the Secret Committee to transmit, it will be unneces- 
sary for me to enter into any detail of their contents. 

Lady Jane joins me in sincere respects. 

I Iiaie the honoui to be, my dear Loid, 

yours faithfully, 

Henry Dundas. 


No. eeXVI. 

Tlic Right Hon Henry Dundas to the Earl of Mormngton 

(Private.) 

My Dear Lord, London, 29th December, 1798 

I have wrote to you many occasional letters since the one 
I wrote to you in the month of June last, hut few of them 
were sent, because from the total want of information for a 
long time, of what was passing m Egypt and the Levant, 
and aftei wards from the rapid change which was produced 
in those quarters by Nelson’s splendid victory, I was hteially 
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not in n eitaation to giN-c to jou nny new idea beyond wimt 
I bare detailed in m> letter In the month of Juno, I Imre 
contented myiclfat present tntb barely alluding to Nelson « 
victory, end tlic state of aflairt in tlio IVreditcrroncnn and 
Egypt, because I bnow from the ateps that Imre been taben 
to convej information of those transactions directly to India, 
your Lordship and the Government in India arc informed of 
them as soon ns ire arc here I have felt myself perfectly nt 
case with regard to what was going on in India amidst the 
arduous points on whicli I bad crerj reason to liclioc jou 
would be called upon to act, because from your own letters, 
particularly tlic one recently rccclretl of date Cth July, com 
pored witli what I had wrote to you in the month of June, 
when the scene first opened,! bad tbo satisfaction to pcrccirc 
dial OUT ideas were so much In unison as to leave roc no 
room to doubt that your conduct would bo precisely wliat I 
could wish I know not yet whether anytlnng deaiiro has 
happened to Buonaparte and hit army In Egypt if there has 
you have heard it long before you can receirc this Our 
last authentic accounts were tliat bo and hU army were 
labouring undor every species of difficulty, and recent re 
ports not howercr sufficiently oothcnticatcd hare reached 
us, that be himself bad been rouTdered at Cairo and the 
remains of his army of course put mlo great dismay and con 
fxisiom ~ThLi is all that at present I am lo a situation to 
state to you with any authenticity at the same time from 
every collateral arcomstance entertaining tho most sanguine 
hopes tliat be and bis whole array roust go to destruction. 
This feehng however, has not and sliall not relax my in- 
tention to give to you in India every aid of men and money 
that 1 possibly con, keeping always m view that you ore or 
may he mvolved m hostihties and consequently in exxiense 
If no brench assistance arrives, which is hot likely to amvo 
I take it for granted that you will be enabled to shape your 
condoct with regard to Tippoo exactly os circumstances may 
dictate to your own judgment and dia^tion. 

The pressure of other business and the uncertainty whe- 
ther this letter may go to you by sea or overland, in the first 
mstance prevent me at this moment writing to yon more at 
length but it is my intentiou to take tho first days of the 
hohdayi to write to you at full length in answer to your 
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letter of tljc Gtli .T«l\. niul I ''bnll at the same time detail to 
30 U Mitliout icser\c, c\ei 3 idea that oecur.s to me ic'^jicclnif( 
India. Bcinp ^) 0 ‘^‘?c‘^scd of thc^c fenthiicnts, it nuHt lie left 
cntircK to }our o^\ 11 judgment to appl} them a>? circumstances 
nvn ‘suggest 

A*? for our situation at home, it is e^c)y thing Me could 
Mish; M-c h.nc followed the blow gi\cn in the ^Mediterr.incan 
h) Lord Nelson, in the capture of Minorca, of which the 
accounts arc rcccncd within these few dajs. The authentic 
accounts aic not \et arrued, hut we .11 c in dad) evpcctation 
of hearing of the lecapturc ofMalt.i, and our success in the 
iSIcditerianean has emholdencd Naples to take up arms against 
France in Italy, whether this ciicumstancc, or indeed any 
other, will induce Austria and Russia to act upon their true 
interests h) returning to a confederacy against France lemains 
to he pro^ed. 

Russia has shewn them a noble example. La}ing aside all 
former jealousies and animosities she pi offered liei aid to 
the Ottoman Poi te, when the French directed tlien attacks 
against Fgjpt, and amidst all the extraordinaiy events 
which the present times ha%c exhibited to the world, it is 
not the least extraoidinaiy to sec a Russian fleet in the 
Le^ant. Sohowoei stands tlie fact. 

As to oui civil and domestic situation it is equal to the 
proudest wish of our hearts. Founded chiefly on the volun- 
tary zeal and exertions of the countiy we lln^e not less than 
240,000 men in arms within the island, and we may caiiy that 
principle as far as we jdease. No deinociat daie show his 
face ; — Government popular in every ale-house , — Our com- 
merce and revenue flourishing beyond all foimer example; — 
Public Cl edit thoroughly restored, and in order to n^ndei it 
so beyond future peiil, the idea of raising a great pait of the 
supply within the year, has become so universally recogmsed 
and approved, as to enable B'lr Pitt to hi mg forward the 
measure of raising ten nulhons annually by a direct tax, upon 
income, and against the measure not a murmur without doors, 
but the reverse, and m Parliament the opposition has been 
so feeble as not to be worth mentioning. As long, therefore, 
as our enemies shall choose to be distracted so long are we 
m a condition to carry on the w^ar, and the wealth of the 
country is so great as to make the burden of it to be little 
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felt. The most pressing subject now remaining Is the situn 
tion of Ireland, all the nUempts of Fninco to in\ndc it ha\c 
been discomfited, either b} the surrender of their troops when 
landed, or by the capture of their fleelB and troops b) the navy, 

•without permitting them to land Notwithstanding nil our 
exertions at home for our own sccunty, and notwithstanding 
the nppropnation of coniidcrablo force to our distant pos- 
sessions and the Moditcrrancan, we liavc been enabled to 
send to the assistance of Ireland within the >car not less 
than 25,000 troops, consisting parti) of regular force, but 
chiefly of fcnciblo and militia regiments who have volunteered 
the service It is now decided that tlic plan of Union is to 
be immediately brought forward, and the whole strength of 
Government applied to carry It through For the reason I 
hare given to you I cannot write to you to day more In de- 
tail but I flatter myself the short sVctch 1 have give n j ou 
of the leading pouits worthy of being communicated to you 
will aflhrd you not an unpleasant morsel. 

Lady Jane u •well and desires to bo kindly remembered to 
>ou, and I remain, 

Bly dear Lord, 

'ionrs sincerely 

Henr\ Doi^oab. 


No cc\m 


Tie H IhnnI«tt9tkeE€H^ifend*gH% 


My d rab. Lobd, 


ttlmbledon, I8lh Altrcb 1799 
[Rectlfed 6th An^ 1799] 

As tffe siups at present despatched ore under orders to 
•ail it deprives me of the opportunity of writing to you upon 
the important subjects treated of in your letters, lately ar- 
nved overland, Ihete letters are so volummous that they 
are not yet decyphered and from what is reported to me as 
to the progress made m decyphenng, I have great doubts if 
toese despatches wiH be ready to be brought under my view 
fore the ships actually safl. From your general letter to the 
ecret Committee I perceive that the subjects of those unde- 
€red papers are of a very interesting nature, and your 



3799. THE E\nL or mornington. 909 

Lordship may be assuied of lieaiing fiom me by the first 
opportunity after I ha^ e considered them. 

It IS my intention, m my piesent letter, to adveit to some of 
the geneial topics to which you liave referred in your letter 
of an eaiher date, and the subject of which I may not have 
exliausted in any foinier communication. 

It is impossible for mo not to begin with noticing the letter 
lecently received, enclosing the Tieaty you ha^e made with 
the Nizam.^ Your Loidship has long bofoie this time antici- 
pated the sntisfdction I have deiived from that transaction, 
which has been completed in somasteily and effectual a man- 
ner Long before this, I trust, it has been carried into final 
execurion. I have long felt uneasy fiom the cncumstance of 
theFiench force m the seivice of the Nizam, and it was, 
perhaps, the circumstance of all others w'hich gave me the 
most uneasiness, when I became satisfied that the pow^erfiil 
armaments under Buonaparte w'ere destined for Egypt, as his 
best road for the annoyance of our Indian possessions Your 
Treaty with the Nizam effectually puts an end to every alarm 
upon that part of the business, and whether you consider it 
negatively as removing the French force from our neighbour- 
hood, or positively in lespect of the additional strength it 
affords to ourselves and the aid it gives to our finances, it is 
a transaction which tells m our favour in a variety of ways, 
and was well worth accomplishing at any risk, even if the 
Mahratta powers had been dissatisfied with it I do not, 
however, see any real foundation for their being so, and I 
trust it will not be long before I shall hear that your Loidship 
has been able, by proper exertions with the Mahrattas, to 
connect them with the Nizam and us still moie closely upon 
the principles of a common interest of defensive alliance 
against Tippoo, and every power in alliance with Fiance 
Upon the subject of the Rajah of Berai, it is only neces- 
sary for me to say, that in so far as my general knowledge 
and recollection of Indian affairs enable me at present to 
decide, it appears to me that he has always been friendly to 
the British interests in India, and I should conceive that in 
no respect a close connection with him can be prejudicial to 
our defensive system, and the desue of preserving the gene- 
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ml pcQCC of Indio, wldclt, if It can be ob^crvctl mtli honour, 
ifl certainly our wisest ayitcm | and os it is most liVcIy to be 
disturbed bv the hostilitj of Tippoo, it of course follow* tlmt 
every connection which ftlrcngthcn* our power against him 
muit be ultimntcl) beneficial to the Indian inlcrciti of Great 
Britain • Tins naturally lead* me to advert to the new* of 
Zomnun Shah, and the aituotion of Sdndm a* connected with 
that subject. 

It was tome tune ago the fashion, in m> opinion, too much 
to undervalue the mcnacca of Zemaun Shall respecting India, 
but I think that opinion is gradually wearing away ns it ought 
to do "i ou arc more in the way of collecting accurate mfor 
roation titan 1 am but if the Frcncli were ever to obtain such 
a footing a* to enable them scnously to distress us, I hare 
long thought that it would be a material point of the plan to 
obtain the co-operadon of Zomann Sluili And even if Tip- 
poo hhnsoir, from an;^misguided ambition should bo induct 
to undertake any extensive project ogamst us, I must always 
bebcrc that bis best endeavours would be used to obtain tbe 
assistance of Zemaun Shoh I take it for granted Mr 
Jones, at Bagdad, transmlu regulorly to India the informa 
don his situation there enables lum to collect, but m ease, by 
any accident it should not hare reached you, I herewith send 
you a copy of the informatjonf recently received from him on 
the subject of Zemaun Sbnfa, and companng it with others, 
it strongly confirms me m thcbchcf of his hosdlo designs, and 
that we ought to keep a very watcliful eye upon the motions 
of that Prmce, whose talents, mihtnry force, and pecuniary 
resource* ofibrd to him the means of being a formidable op- 
ponentj It would bo too strong for mo to state, that under 
no given circumstances our own forces were to go beyond 
our own province* and tho temtonea of tho Vmer but the 
temptation must be very great, and tho advantage very evi- 
dent, to induce us to do so The means of resisting any m 
tended aggression on the port of Zemaun Shah appear to be 
the foDowmg Krst, to encouroge and keep up those dls 

See the Goremor OeaersI • letters to H Colehrooke, C*q st p. 4/9 1 
uxl to Colonel PhItdct et,p 126. 

+ The infcTOutlon altoded to by Mr Doudu not hsrlnff been recelred 

In time wffl bo forwarded nnder a sepwetecorer W Cabslu” 

: See Zemeon Shih • letter* In Ao Appendix. 
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tractions and animosities Avithin Ins own tenitories, the ap- 
prehensions of which must always, to a ceitain degree, keep 
him 111 a state of alarm, and whicli obliged him to return ra- 
pidly -from his last attempt to invade Hmdostan. Secondly, 
every encouragement should be given to the Seiks and Raj- 
poot tribes to hairass and distress him in his progress. But 
lastly, what of all others appears most mateiial is, upon the 
ground of his own danger, to engage Scindia cordially in that 
defensive system of alliance, which it is our interest, by every 
means, to strengthen and confirm, m ith a view to the security 
of our Indian empire. It is perfectly obiious, that if ever 
Zemaun Shah gains a material footing m Hindostan, Scindia 
and his power must fall the first sacrifice to his ambition. 

Under these circumstances I do not think your Lordship 
can do a more essential service to the interests of your coun- 
try m India than by using your best endeavours to soothe 
and heal those jarring animosities which annihilate the force 
of the Government of Poonah, and render them an easy prey 
to the restless ambition either of Tippoo Sultaun or of Ze- 
maun Shah. Nothing can more effectually tend to secure 
this object than persuading Scindia to abandon that system 
of wickedness, perfidy, and intiigue, which he is now pursu- 
ing at Poonah, and engaging him to return to the care and 
protection of his own territoiies which require his best atten- 
tion, and must ultimately tend to gratify his ambition, and 
consolidate his power, more than any advantages he can hope 
to attain by aiming at more remote or distant obj'ects of am- 
bition. I cannot more strongly convey to your Lordship the 
importance I attach to the suggestions I have laid before you, 
than by stating it as my opmion, that if you are able to con- 
solidate in one defensive system the Nizam’s power, the 
Mahratta power, and the power of Great Britain in India, we 
have nothing to fear in that quarter of the globe from any 
combmations that can be formed against us. 

Upon the subject of Tippoo Sultaun I have little to say in 
this letter, further than to express my approbation of the line 
of conduct you have pursued relative to that restless Prince 
You will have seen long before this, from the letter I wrote to 
you in the month of June last, how much the principles upon 
which you have acted correspond with the suggestions I laid 
before you at that time, when the object of Buonapaite’s 
expedition was not ascertained, but which for the reasons I 
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then gaTC, I xms intiBhcJ woa intended for the prosecution of 
those objects which nflerwards proved to be the ease Tlic 
first thought which you seem to have entertained, Tir., that 
of attacking Tippoo in consequence of his conduct at Maun- 
tms, was a very natural feeling, and there can be no donbt 
tliat the Ambassador! he icnt there, and the alliance he 
appears to have formed upon pnnaplcs hostile to us, would 
hare fully justified jou in any measures you miglit liavc 
thought proper to adopt Ilu conduct was tantamount to a 
declaration of war against us, but still 1 think you judged 
well m not Imnging it to that extremity B) the line of con- 
duct )ou ba\o pursued towards him, }ou have asserted the 
pndo and honour of the Bntish name, which must noer for 
a moment bo let down but you liavc done it in a manner to 
enable you to review, dchberatcl}, your resources, and to 
arrange your force In such a manner as will enable j ou to act 
with effect, if thehumlhty of his acknowledgments is not adc 
quato to what our power and the justice of our cause entitle 
us to demand By this delay likewise you hare accom- 
pUshed the unportant point of strengthening the connexion 
with the Nizam and of disbanding that pernicious French 
force which had grown up witldn his temtory Besides this 
you have received tho addiUonal confidence naturally result 
mg from the military force which has been sent to you from 
this country and from the Cape, and I hkewisc trust that 
the bullion which has been sent from this country lias reached 
you before this time, and has tended to enbven your circula 
tion and resources. It shall not be my fault if much more is 
not done m the same Ime m tho cour»e of the present season 
but I do not enlarge upon that tubject at present as I will 
have occasion to advert to it m a letter upon tlie trade and 
finance! of India, which I mtend to write to you time enough 
I hope to go by the present conveyance. Neither has the 
delay been attended with any detruuent to your afiairt. 

It 11 unnecessary to trouble you with any details with 
regard to the sitnadon of the French army in Egypt- Our 
information of what passes there is so slow and tedious, I 
trust that the means which have been taken to supply you 
with intelligence firom thence bnye kept you ns well and 
oarly informed m India, if not more so than we are at home 
but from what we have learnt from yanou* quarters I flatter 
myself Lord Nelson i splendid victory and the exertions of 
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our fleet in the ]\Ic(literrnncan, lca^ e us little reason to ap- 
prehend any danger at present to India from the Iicnch 
force nlnch has landed in Egypt. I trust that aiiny will 
find its giwe in Eg)'pt, and consequently as Tippoo must 
be well informed of those circumstances, you mil not find 
that his expectation of a French succour uill add much piidc 
or vigour to Ins communications u ith you. 

As your Lordship is perfectly familiar mtli the diflercnt 
points of which I haie treated in this letter, I have not 
thought it necessaiy to trouble you mth minute details on 
each topic, but I flatter 1113 self I ha\e said enough to niahe 
3mu perfectly acquainted with my sentiments on those leading 
points of Indian policy The result of the whole is, that our 
security rests, primaril}^ on our own reputation and power ; 
but that in order to lender our exeitions eflicient and peima- 
nent, it ought to be our unceasing care to keep the power of 
the Nizam and of the whole branches of the Mahiatta confe- 
derac}^ in a strict amity with us for the purpose of establish- 
ing an impregnable barrier against all Asiatic ambition, whe- 
the racting separatel}'^ or in co-operation with European allies , 
as an essential ingredient of this system, I have no hesitation 
in stating that your Loidship is wan anted to consider the 
nounshmg and maintaining any French force or French men, 
within any of their terntories, as an insurmountable bar 
agamst any close connexion with us. 

It still remains for me to state to you my opinion upon 
one or two separate points on which you desire to be 
advised 

You desire to know what is meant by a considerable 
French force which is the expression generally used in the 
instructions from home on the subject of Tippoo Sultaun 
receiving French force into his country. The application of 
the principle to the particular occasion must be left to the 
exercise of sound discretion, but as a general pimciple, I 
have no hesitation in stating that we are entitled under the 
circumstances of the present times, to consider the admission 
of any French force into his aimy, be it greater or smaller, 
as direct hostihty to us. 

I remain, my deai Lord, 

your’s very faithfully, 

Henry Dundas. 
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r>vm ike S«rti CtmmUier m/tU Onri »f Ihftcion f the M 0/ 
Afamlm^0n 

My Lord, Cut India Howe Lendoo IBtbJone 1/99 

Ab it mujt be aatiifnctory to >our Lordship to be in 
formed of our sentiments upon the leading points in your ad 
ministmUon, so for ns thej hoTc liilhcrto come to our hnow 
ledge, vre shall briefly communlcotc them to you by the pre- 
sent despatch 

Tanjour — We very much approve ofthojudiaouj arrange- 
ments formed by your Lordship at Madras preparatory to 
carrying Into execution the orders relative to the Tanjour 
succession,* 

fVtfnaad Dtslrict —For the reasons which have been as- 
signed, we concur cnturely In the propnety of your Lbrdihip s 
decision for relinquishing the Wyimd ibstnct to Tippoo 
Sultauiu 

Subttdtary Trtaiy tettk Me Nttam f— ’Without catering 
by this despatch mto the particulars of the negodatiotu with 
the Nlsam, which produced the bto important arrangement 
we have only to express, in the highest terms of approbation 
our sense of the wisdom of your Lordship s conduct in effect- 
ing the same And os no doubt can be entertained that the 
introduction of French officers into the service of the native 
Princes, with a view of esthhiishing the most certain means 
of subverting the Bntish power in India, formed part of a 
regular system of French policy, the entire deitrucbon of 
French influence at the Nuuuns conrt and m his armies 
must be considered as on object of the utmost importance to 
the peace and security of the Company s possessions 
We obseire what is stated in your Lordship snunnte of the 
l£th August, 1798, with respect to the sovereignty of the 
Lecan being m Seconder Jah, the eldest son of the present 
Soubah the NixsnL Although, under present mremnstances, 
no sppreheniion can be enlerttuned Of a disputed succession 
we thmlc it necessary to follow up the idea suggested by your 


SeeGoTernor Generir* MlniUeonTanJore,31it May 1798 p 41 
t Approdix. 
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Loidship on tins occasion, and to direct that, upon the deatli 
of the Nizam, Secundei Jah be considered as the lawful suc- 
cessor, and that his right, if necessary, be supported by every 
possible exertion on our part. 

Tzppoo Sultawi . — ^In the minute of the 12th August**^ your 
Lordship takes a very able and compiehensive view of the 
situation of affairs with Tippoo Sultaun. As no doubt could 
be entertained of the positive mfiaction of the Treaty of Se- 
nngapatam on the part of the Mysore chief, it Mere to be 
mshed that the state of the Cainatic army for offensive ope- 
rations had been such as to have enabled you to act upon the 
first suggestions contamed m that nunute, consisting of five 
propositions — ^We shall not, however, regret if the necessity 
of proceeding to actual hostilities shall have been avei ted by 
Tippoo Sultaun consenting to leceive Major Doveton on the 
part of the allies, and by liis acquiescence in the tliiee pio- 
positions contained in the subsequent part of your*Lordship’s 
minute beforementioned. But should a war be lendered in- 
evitable we trust that its conclusion will be marked by his 
cession to the Company of the whole mantime temtory le- 
mainmg between the ghauts on the coast ofMalabai, agreeably 
to your Loidship’s oiigmal idea upon the subject, which 
would effectually secure us against any apprehension fi’om 
any future junction between the forces of Tippoo Sultaun and 
those of the French, and by his rehnquishmg the Counbetore 
country, which would greatly tend to the security of the Cai- 
natic, and enable us to reduce the military expences on the 
coast. At all events Tippoo Sultaun might be induced to 
assign over the Coimbetore country to the Company upon the 
receipt of a reasonable adequate revenue foi the same, as a 
faither seem ity against any hostile attempts on his part in 
futme. In the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun the le- 
spective countries of the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of 
Tanjour will of course come under the Company’s manage- 
ment, and we direct that they be not relinquished without 
special orders from us, or from the Court of Directors foi that 
purpose in oidei to afford sufficient time for the formation of 
aiiangements for relieving those Princes from all incumbiances 
upon theii revenues. 


* See page 159 
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In concltifion of UJs despatch we hare only to express our 
approbation of the reasons which so lenlouily induced your 
Lordship to repair to Madras j our entire rehnnee on the wis- 
dom and firmness of your Lordships measures for the sup- 
port of the British possessions in tlic Last Indies during the 
present arduous contest, and our full approbation of those 
whicli have been already adopted to meet every possible 
exigency 

Although jour Lordships determination to proceed to 
Madras was influenced by tlie very critical situation ofafiairs 
with respect to Tippoo Sultaun, we obseno with great satis- 
faction, by your minute of the And January lost, that in the 
exercise of your authority at that settlement it is not your in 
tcntion to interfere in the doUils of that Government, a men 
sure which must naturally tend to the support of that dignity 
and consequence which we always wish should be maintained 
by tho respective governors and counclli at the subordinate 
Presidencies At tho same time we hove Uio farther satis- 
faction to witness tho most zealous and cordtal co-operation of 
Lord Clive and his Council m such measures as may be pro- 
posed by your Lordship for the Company • safety ond pros- 
perity 

We ore, 

Your nflectionate fnends, 

Srrp LusniNOTOK 
Hooii Iffous. 

John ^Iahhup 


No CCXIX 

My DtAa Sir, 

Tiff StH ^ Mon\ngU>m f At Bight HtntmrthU H Dundts 
Slr Fort Sl George— 1799 

You wiB not be surprised at any degree of earnestness 
which I may feel to promote the mterests of that gaUsnt army 
y whose assistance I hare effected tho late important and 
Ppy resolution in the affairs of the British Nation, on this 
side of India, 
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"i’our own zeal for the public service, and the honorable 
support which it has always been your peculiar pride and 
pleasure to atFoid to those who have coopeiated with you in 
the great cause in which we are all engaged, inspire me ivith 
a confident expectation, that I shall find in your sentiments 
a degree of coidiahty, and ardour correspondent with my 
own. 

The army at large have received in the captured pioperty, 
taken at Seiingapatam, a rew^ard in some degree proportioned 
to their merits, and it is rather the Province of the Com- 
mander in Chief than mine to appreciate and recommend to 
notice the conduct of the officers of inferior rank to that of 
Generals on the Staff. I shall therefore confine my lecom- 
mendations to that rank. 

I have already had repeated occasion to express to you my 
feehngs of public, and private, giatitude towards Lieut.- 
General Harris as well as to explain the strong grounds on 
which both those sentiments are founded in my mind.* The 
share which General Hams has received, of the prize taken 
at Seringapatam has placed his fortune above the want of any 
pubhc aid ,f otherwise I have no doubt that the magnitude 


* Upon tlie discussion m Council at Fori St George (31 st July, 1798), 
relative to furnishing pecuniary lunds for tbe detachment of the army or- 
dered by the Governor General to be sent to Hyderabad, General Hams, 
then acting Governor, offered to be responsible in his private funds for the 
sum required to put the troops in motion (see p 156) This most generous 
and patriotic offer completely silenced all opposition , and orders were 
immediately issued for the advance of the troops to Hyderabad 

f The following is General Harns’s letter to the (Governor General on 
this subject 

My dear Lord, Camp, 27th June, 1799 

Your favour of the 23rd reached me yesterday evening, and be assured 
made me very happy, as I can so readily fall in with your Lordship’s flat- 
tenng msh, that I should repose my whole confidence in your favourable 
disposition towards me Your kindness and pleasant manner with me, 
has put every gloomy idea to flight, and already most of them are even 
forgot However, my dear Lord, you are far exceeding my humble 
mshes, and I really thmk those of Mrs Hams, or rather you ivould do 
so if you preferred the request to his Majesty — to grant to me the dignity 
of a baron of Great Britain 

I am highly sensible of your Lordship’s friendship, and any mark of 
his Majesty’s favour would always be received by me with respect, but as 
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orhiB fcrviccj would hare inMirett to Iilm a liberal nutl muni 
flccnt provition from llio Last India Company 

I ccrUlalj' do not irUh tbeie high boaoan to I ihould he truly •orry you 
ihould lijr youmlf under obllgiUoni for whM to t*y the truth would 
annoy me ucetdlngly Indeed my dear Lord you could not b*To pn* 
fled roe more — luppoilng I wu aollcllona to auccecd— than by the ques- 
tion what title 1 would chose to uiel 

An humble clergyman s son thrown eery early la life Into the tnny 
entirely a soldier of fortune, with •cnrctly any aitlstance sare hli own 
cicrtloni li little llVely to bare any hereditary place he would chuse to 
coromeinontet and In my lottance the fkh foment wu near fla and 
twenty years my caostaat home. 

"Your Lordship s wise policy and ertraonllnary excrtloni bare thrown 
roe Into affluence equal to my most aaogulue wishes hut what Is affluence 
to my military rank would Im rery moderate to inpport the honours yon 
propose, and no doubt as I am al^re the want of a pension so I think 
it most likely I shall keep clear of sollatlog our honourable employer! 
on that bead onleu you should peralst in foi^ng these honours on met 
so take care. In respect of George and the colours be so good my dear 
Lord to use your own good plcMure t for roy port I bare no dosbt they 
would be rery safe by the OtrntnltU as I understand she b a most ex 
cellent nller i and It weald certainly be an object to hare George In ineh 
good company u Beatson and Allao 1 am rejoiced to beer your Lord 
ship's desermlnadon of not lesting the coest before Septemt:^ as that 
win sorely glre me the opportunity of a few daya at least in your society 
and which Bin Harris will Infonn you I much wuh for and I may add 
eren under the threat of the trtwopM enJeritiMmeat which your Lord- 
ship b perfectly right La suipectlug as 1 perctlre yon do I am not rery 
ambltkiai of recelrlng ^ ean are ereepiug fast upon me, and I feel the 
the dedre of reuremeot which has always been my wish gro\ring daily 
stronger Under these circumstances, the Taalties of the world weigh 
bat Qttle. Indeed the utmost I feel, b to close thb campaign with sa 
tbfactioD to your Lordship and then those are welcome to the houoars 
who are auxioas for them Bly Sorereign I should hope, wHl reeelTe 
me with sooM attention whenerer I may gel home, as haring all my life 
endearoured faithfully to do my duty by him mr country and those who 
bare employed me. I niih your I<ordihlp may not think mo too prolix 
but aware of the dlfflcnlty of troldlnghonoura, without being nipected 
of more rauity than if 1 sought them I bare entered Into a detail of my 
own coDcems, which I could only submit to the eye of ^endslup 
Thus, my dear Lord it will please me most to let the matter take its 
chance, ginng me inch credit as you think me deserring of for benevo 
roe in thb respect I am rery ambitioas No one can set a higher nine 
on your commendations thwn^ 

My dear Lord 

your rery faithful ifld obliged fnend and semni 

GaoBOE Haaais 
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Under Lieut.-Genei .il Hariis’s actual circumstances I 
should hope that His Majesty might deem it proper to con- 
fer a distinguished mark of honor, upon that desendng 
officer; and mipressed as I am ndth the importance of the 
conquest achieved under Lieut-General Harris’s command, I 
trust that His Majesty, will confer no honois on General 
Hairis below those of the order of the Bath, and of a Peerage 
of Great Britain. It is my duty to state to you tliat any 
honors inferior to these would not meet the public opinion 
entertained m India, with respect to the importance of the 
late victories, nor satisfy that sentiment of honorable piide 
which they have diffused through every branch of the civil and 
military semce in this country. I must therefore make it my 
most anxious and earnest request to you that you will omit no 
endeavour to obtain for Lieut -General Harris, the honors which 
he has so well merited. Lieut.-General Stuart Commandei- 
in-Chief of the army of the Bombay, has long been distin- 
guished for the ability and^eminence of his sei vices in India. 
During the late "W ar he has added considerably to his former 
laurels, and the victory obtained by the troops, under liis 
command at Sedasere, must ever be remembered as one of the 
most bnUiant events, in our military history m India. His 
health is now declming, and he proposes to return to Europe 
in the approaching season. His circmnstances, even -with 
the addition of his prize money, will be rtiodeiate , and cer- 
tainly no military character in this quarter of the Globe, 
whether considered on the ground of long service, eminent 
success, 01 approved ihtegiitj^ever was a more propei object 
for the mumficence of the Eastindia Company. I also trust that 
the splendid and important victory of Sedasere will recom- 
mend Lieut.-General Stuart to His Majesty for the order of 
the Bath. It is impossible to bestow too much commendation 
on the conduct of Major-General Baird in the assault of 
Sermgapatam. A more judicious operation conducted with 
moie heioic gallantry and spirit never was achieved, and 
when you recollect the decisive consequences of the success 
of that day, effecting within the course of two hours the entire 
destruction of our most formidable enemy in India, I am 
peisuaded you will concur with me, m an anxious solicitude 
to see the gallant leader of the assailants of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
capital rewarded m a manner suitable to his exertions, and to 
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their beneficial cfTcct I Imre made it m> particular btisincas 
to enquire into Mnjor-Ocncml Ilaird s drcumstnnccs , and I 
bare aiccrtaincd that they arc b> no means afiluent It would 
therefore be a peculiar Baiisfnction to roe if the East India 
Company should oxerasc tlicir known lilrcnbt) in his ease 
When It it reroembered, that in the course of active and 
arduous service dunng the former wor be full into the hands 
of Tippoo Sultaun and luficrcd a long and cruel imprisonment 
in tlic dungeons of that FoTtress, which on the Itb of May 
1799, submitted to bis irresistible valour and skill, I am per 
Buaded that Ins claim to public reword and honor will be 
deemed pccuharl) Interesting, ami powerful I should also 
hope that lui cxtmnrdmory ments on the ith of ^^ay would 
induce His Majesty to consider biro as a proper object for the 
order of the Bath, 1 enclose a letter from Major Gcncml 
Baird, which reflects the highest credit on hU sentiments of 
honor and pubhc spirit ♦ 

The commander in Cldcf has made a very favorable report 
to me of the conduct ofMajor General Floyd who commanded 
the cavalry during the war I understand that General Floyd 
proposes to return soon to Europe, and that bis principal 
object IS to obtain a rogiment.+ Tbe commander m Chief has 
also made a very favorable report to me of the conduct of 
Major-Generals Bndgea and Popbam, of the Company ■ Ser- 
vice, during the CampaigtL And I have already had occasion 
m my letters to the Court ofDirccton, to applaud the services 
of Major General Hartley, on the Coast of blolabar 

• See p 698 

+ A letter from GenenJ Floyd to the Goreraor Qeatrsl, dsted Bsn^s- 
lote, tbe 26th 1799 eooUlot the following ptua^e on tbUfubJect. 

MtLord 

Wbai yoo fid me the hononr to giro me yoor tbsahi for my poor scr 
rices in the Iste w»r lod to offer mo the very mstensi uaUtiace of yoor 
Inflnenceln my penoosi portuitt whether of honoun or of other odnui- 
tige*, I ffiendoned to yoor Ixirdship bow much I ihoold be gratlfled 
•hooldHa MsJatyhonoormewiththecomTMjidofarefliDent of csrslry 
I tin •emlble mymlUttry ilttuilloni most bo detenaloetl by opinkms »1- 
r^fannedofmed0rlng«prKtl«ofMTSr»lye*ri I tm ilwayi ready 
■aid^ppy to recelre yoor Ixmlalilp’i command aod I hare the honoor to 
he, wlUi the grea le i t retpeet 

My Lcprd 

your mo*t obefiont and mo»t humble Serrant 

J Fmtp 
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It appealed to me tliateven those parts of tins letter which 
relate to the bounty of the East India Company, would be 
more properly addressed to you, than to the Court of Direc- 
tors, who might deem it presumptuous in one of their servants 
to affect to point out to them the proper objects of their 
hberahty on such an occasion as the present. You will, hoiv- 
ever, make whatever use of this letter may appear to you most 
advisable. 

With legal d to the several able and gallant officers, whom 
I have named, their persons weie entirely unknown to me 
previously to my ai rival m India, nor have I any knowledge of 
then respective families or connections in Europe. The ser- 
vices which they have rendered to the public, form the sole 
ground of my own acquaintance with them, and the only 
motive of the interest which I take m their welfare and honor. 
I know that the same circumstances iviU be then best lecom- 
mendation to your countenance and protection. 

Believe me. Dear Sir, 
with great respect and regai d 
Yours, most faithfully and affectionately, 

Mornington. 


No CCXX. 

Address from the Inhahitants of Fort St George to the Right Honourable 
, the Earl of Mornington K P Governor-general, * 

My Lord 

We the undersigned mhabitants of Madras, impressed with 
a deep sense of the glory and advantage derived to the British 
empire from your loidship’s administration, beg leave to ap- 
proach your lordship with our sincere congratulations on the 
successful termination of the war with Tippoo Sultaun. 

The dawn of your lordship’s government opened to us the 
early prospect of restoring tlie national interests m India, to 
that security and elevation which had been acquired by the 
victories, justice, and wisdom of the Marquis Cornwallis , the 

• This address was agreed to imamiDously at a public meeting. Major 
General Ross in the chair , it was presented to the Governor General by a 
deputation of the principal inhabitants, and received in presence of Lord 
Clive, the hleiubers of Council, Lieutenant General Stuart, &.c. 



G22 


ADOnnSRES, 


June, 


rcmovnlof tt power, festering in the centre of our posscsiions, 
and corroding one of our rooBt important allumccs, enneed, 
Qi well your lordililpa foresight of the dangerous cloud, 
which was collecting, under the councils of Trance, as the 
decision and energy with which your lordship prepared to 
meet the impending storm. 

A prudence Icii penetrating, or a rigour less aclirc, might 
Irnvc been appalled at the ditGcuhics of supporting a war 
agtunsl the kingdom of Mysore, but it was the peculiar 
energy of your lordships mind, to nntiapalc the growth and 
maturity of those difnculllcs, to estimate the true extent of 
our own power, to sene the cnllcal period of action and to 
create resources, by Inspiring a confidence and energy, cor- 
respondent to the extent and importance ofy our lordships 
measures 

The result of those measures wo now view with triumph 
and exultation, in the complete subversion of the power of 
Tippoo Sultaun, of whose enmity the determmod inrctcracy 
tendered peace undesirable} and whose infatuated attachment 
to the implacahlc enemy of England rendered war unavoida 
blc The rapidity with which this great event has, under 
Providence by y our lordship s wisdom, and the gallanlry of the 
array been o^icvcd, has left on our minds impressions of 
admiration at a conquest unequalled in its importance, In 
the annals of British India 

The brfllancy of this conquest has spread a blaxe of glory 
OTcr the meridian of your lordship s govemment, and from 
the extensivo mfluence of its effects, wo have a just confidence 
that your lordship s career in India will close by diffusing 
throughout Ilmdoston, the calm of genuine peace and undis- 
turbed tranquilhty 

Feeling in our immediate situation the first consequences 
of your lordships success, wo beg leave to offer your lordship 
our warmest acknowledgments nnd while we contemplate the 
benefits we now eqjoy,we are unable to express our gratitude 
m terms adequate to our sense of the decisive termination with 
which the brilliant aebievements of the Marquis Cornwallis 
^d the victory of Admiral l,ord Nelson have been crowned 
by the Earl of Monungton 
1799 
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The Earl of Mormngton’s reply 


Gentlemen, 

The zeal which distinguishes your congratulations on the 
prosperous terannation of the late campaign in Mysore, is 
suitable to the character of Biitish subjects, animated by the 
glorious success of a just and necessary war, and by the happy 
prospect of an honourable and secure peace. 

It would not become me either to depreciate the efforts 
which have been made for your defence, or to disclaim the 
shaie which my public duty required me to take in them 
It would have been criminal in me to have neglected any 
precaution, or to have dechned any exertion which, in my 
judgment and conscience, appeared necessaiy to the important 
object of fiustratmg the avowed designs of the enemy, and of 
providing for the safety of the valuable interests committed to 
my charge. 

In the discharge of this duty I am happy to declare, that I 
have received the most cordial assistance from eveiy class and 
description of the inhabitants of this settlement. 

My acknowledgments of the honourable, generous and dis- 
inteiested support of Lord Chve, and of the zealous co-opera- 
tion of the members of the council, are not perhaps introduced 
with strict propriety on this occasion, but his lordship will 
pardon my eagerness to offer to him a pubhc tribute of my 
sincere gratitude, respect, and esteem. 

In all the principal civd and military officers throughout 
every branch and department of this government, I have found 
an unanimous spirit of alacrity and diligence, equalled only by 
their eminent abilities and extensive knowledge. The same 
spirit has marked the conduct of the commercial houses, and 
of the banks established in this settlement , by their season- 
able assistance I was enabled, in the most critical period of 
our military preparations, to avail myself of the resources of 
this presidency, to an extent imexampled in its history. 

By these aids, and by the extraordmary exertions of the 
governments of Bengal and Bombay, I was empowered to call 
forth that gallant army, whose tr.anscendant achieiements 
have dclncred the Carnatic from the perpetual alarm of 
invasion, and con\ erted the strength of our implacable enemy 
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into a ncTT source of M*cunt\ and power to us, nnd to our 
olbcs 

It is, tlicrcforc, m your energy and xcal, and in tbo co-opc 
ration of all the British gOTcmmcnia of India, that I trace the 
ptiTDory causoB of our recent \jctoric8, and anticipate tlic 
acttlcmcnt of a pence at propitious to our interests, anil 
honoumblcto our national character, ns the events of tlicwar 
liovo been glorious to our military reputation 
Concortl, unanimity, and prompt obedience, combined with 
a faithful and assiduous discharge of public dut} and a higli 
sense of public honour in the public lenricc will render llic 
Supreme government of these extensive possessions a grateful 
task, in the severest trials of diflicult} and danger 
AVith such on union of loyally and public spirit we may 
confidently expect to counteract every device and machination 
of our enemies ; to detect their Intrigues to disappomt their 
treachery to repel their violence and to perpetuate the Bntlsh 
empire m India on the solid foundations of humanity and 
valour justice and power 
S&i Jne 1799 

Mornisoton 


No CC\XI 

Aidmt •/Ike InkMkUtiUe 0/ D»mUj/ t» tke Erri •/ 

Mt Lord, Bombsy 3rdAag 1799 

“We the undersigned British subjects, avil and military, 
now residing m Bombay, beg leave to oficr to your Lordship 
our smeere congratulations on the termination of tlie wor with 
T^ppoo Sultaun a war founded In necessity and justice, pro- 
secuted with extraordinary vigour and crowned with unex 
ampled success In the occomphsbment of this great object, 
whether we consider your Lor^bip s penetration m fathom 
mg the perfidious designs of the Sultaun in aliiaoce with the 
French nation, in violation of a solemn Treaty and withont a 
pretence of provocation to attack the British possessions in 
India, — the subsequent solicitude evTneed by your Lordship 
to conciliate the Sultaun s fnci^dahip and by recalling him to 
a sense of his obligations to avert the cahimitieB of war— the 
policy when every overture of concihation had been disre- 
garded obviating the menaced aggression by an immediate 
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appeal to arms, ov the vigorous adoption of all the various 
measurevs essential to "a successful piosecution of the war, 
every thing ec[ually excites our admiration and applause \ and 
while the tianscendent achievements of a gallant army, m ex- 
ecution of your Lordship’s measures, and in the final conquest 
of the Sultaun’s kingdom, have added new and never fading 
laurels to their hrow, it is matter of exultation to every Bri- 
tish sub3ect to observe youi Lordship, in the moment of tri- 
umph; and in the plenitude of power and conquest, exhibit- 
ing to the descendant of a deposed Prince, to our allies, and 
to the world, a fresh mstance of British honour, British faith, 
generosity, and 3ustice. 

In the result of this conquest, as unprecedented in the ra- 
pidity of its completion, as it is unequalled in its importance, 
we behold the entire extinction of a cruel and relentless foe, 
a valuable acquisition of territory and power, the strength of 
our alliances m India mcreased, a destructive confederacy 
dissolved and defeated , which, whilst it afrbids us the fairest 
prospect of a permanent internal tranquillity and secuiity, 
relieves us also from the apprehension of external violence 
and mvasion, by givmg us a well grounded confidence, that 
it must effectually fi ustrate the machinations and inti igues of 
the Directory of France, the inveterate and implacable foe of 
England, and the common enemy of established order, liberty, 
and government, m every part of the world. 

In addition to these important benefits, arising from the 
glorious termination of the Mysore war, we entertain the 
pleasing hope that the brilliant achievements in India, so 
“ opportunely aiding the splendid successes of his Majesty’s 
arms in other quarters of the globe, will, from the extent of 
their influence, have a forcible operation in restoring to us 
the blessmgs of a general, peimanent, and honourable peace. 

Impressed with a deep sense of the honour and advantage 
derived to the British empire under your Lordship’s Govern- 
ment, feeling in common with his Majesty’s subjects m every 
othei part of India, the immediate effect of your Lordship’s 
recent measures, which pecnharly call for our warmest ac- 
knowledgments of respect and gratitude, and fully confiding 
m your Lordship’s wisdom, integiity, and justice, that the 
powers of Government will ever be directed to the true inte- 
rests of the people, we cannot omit this occasion of assuiino 

\ OT. T. O o 
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your Lortlflliip that vo iliall not, witlitnit regret, bclioltl the 
tixrival of tlic moment that iihall put n iwriml to jour Lord 
thip« adratmitmtlon of the Go\cmmcnt In Indhu* 
c hate the lionhur to be, 

M) liortl, 

\\ itb great respect, 

"V our Lordship* most obedient humble servants. 

Tie s 

Gentlemen 

It 18 peculiarly satisfactorj to me to recerre the honourable 
tMbmomc* of personal esteem and to observe the cordial 
expressions of seal for the public service contamed in jour 
able and animated address 

The vigorous prosecution and prosperous issue of the late 
war vnth Tlppoo Sultaun ore to bo ascribed, under Pron 
donee, to that unanimous spirit of prompt obedience and 
cheerful co-operation which 1 found In every part of tho Dn 
tish possessions and In every branch of tlio public semeo m 
InduL This happy disposition proceeded not more from a 
sense of duty and a regard for the principles of subordination 
than from a general conviction of the justice of our cause and 
of the indispensable necessity of frustroting, by a seasonable 
effort, the systematic treachery of our faithless implacable, 
and infatuated enemy 

The distmguished port which the Settlement of Bombay 
has borne during the late crisis in the labours and honours of 
the common cause has repeatedly claimed my warm approba 
taon, and will ever be remembered by me with gratitude and 
respect. In your liberal and voluntary contribution towards 
the exigencies of jour natire country, and towards the de 
fence of the Presidency underwhose Governmentyou residef 

• This sddrff* wsi pt«ed noanJiDODily ot a great pabUc meeting cod- 
vened bj the preseat Sir Charles Forbes, Bsrt^ s gentleinsn wbo la India 
M TTcU u la Eaglaod has pre-emiDenlty diatiagalshed himself by Ws no- 
ble public spirit — an expaasiro miod and a truly Chrhuan philanthropy 
f The Bombay Prcslflency with Bengal and Aladras wtu equally xealoua 
to promote the sucees* of the Ooremor-General s measures i the rolna- 
V^ioan tOTrarda prosecutiog the war in Europe amounted to upwards 
0 300 000 rupees of which Sir Dnnean generoaily contributed 125 000 j 
l^cut -Gen Stuart 20 000 , M^or-Gen, Jamca Rirctt 12 000 { Mr Page 
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and in the alacrity with which you Lave given your personal 
services for the military protection of Bombay, I have con- 
templated with pleasme the same character of public spiiit, 
lesolution, and activity, which has marked the splendid suc- 
cesses of the gallant army of Bombay from the commence- 
ment to the close of the late glorious campaign. 

The extensive power which the result of the war has placed 
in the hands of the allies has enabled them to conclude the 
pacification on such piinciples of model ation and equity, as 
afford a reasonable prospect of peimanent secui’ity and 
repose 

Your unsolicited assurances of confidence and esteem con- 
firm my desire and hope of deriving from tlie recent settlement 
of Mysore the inestimable advantages which it promises to the 
interests and honour of Gieat Britam, and to the peace, hap- 
piness, and prospeiity of the native inhabitants of India. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful servant, 

Mornington. 


No. CCXXU. 

Address of the Bi itish Inhalitants of Calcutta to the Right Honourable 

the Gove) nor Geneial * 

My Lord, > Calcutta, 21st August, 1799 

We, the Britisli inhabitants of Calcutta, impiessed with a 
deep sense of the great benefits which the public interests 
have derived fiom the wisdom and energy of youi Loidship’s 
Councils, m the glorious termination of the late war with 

(M C ) 12,000 , Mr J Forbes, 8,000 The corps of Fencibles raised 
by the Presidency was 1,000 strong, of which Sir Charles (then Mr ) 
Forbes equipped and paid 50 men It is to these patriotic acts and to 
the heroism displayed by the Bombay army, especially in tlie battle of 
Seedasere, (see p 483), that the Governor-General refers in his Lordship’s 
answer to the address 

* As at the other Presidencies this address was unanimously agreed to 
at a public meeting, convened by the shenff (Mr Ewer), and signed by 
all the European gentlemen of the Presidency There were also addresses 
from other parts of India, and from the Hindoo gentry, and other natiie 
inhabitants, all breathing a spirit ofloj^altj' to the British Goiernmeut, and 
gratitude for the result ol the Goiernor General’s exertions 
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Tippoo SulUtin, iKJg Icnrc to preirnl our mnccrc congratu 
Intioni on tlic iplcnditl crenU whicli have crowned j our Lord 
thipi mcanurcs with such rapid and complete lucccii 

The fall of Tippoo Sultaijn and hn capital, the capture of 
hii sons, the lubraisiton of hw chiefs and annllnlation of his 
power, must locurc to the Companj s possessions the bless- 
ings of internal tranquillity j increase, bejond calculation, tho 
resources, strength and stabiUt} of the Ilntiih empire in tho 
East} and, while thej reflect the highest honour on tho Ge- 
neral and tho army whoso hrilluint victories your Lord 
ships objects have been accomplished must transmit your 
Lor^hipi name with dUtinguiihed lustre to posterity 

Tho restoration of tho injured mco of Pnncci, whose do- 
minloni their rebellious subject Iljdcr All had usurped, and 
whose immediate descendant your Lordship has raised from 
a prison to n throne i the bbcml provision your Lordship hot 
bwtowed on the family and chiefs of our implacable and cruel 
cnem>, tho late Sultann of Mysore; and the partition of tho 
conquered countries • demand our wannest applause; and 
cannot hut Increase the confldcnco of tho native powers in 
tho justice and clemency of the British nation. 

To your Lordships vigilance energy and wisdom Great 
Britain is Indebted for all these great events which, com- 
bmod with the mvaluablc result of your Lordship s previous 
negotiations at the Court of Hyderabad, have not only re- 
lieved tho Bntish possessions and those of their olhes from 
the constant apprehension of invasion by a restless and am- 
bitious Prince whom no moderation could appease bat must 
also extinguish every hope our inveterate enemies of France 
so anxiously chenshed, of involving these happy countnes in 
the calamities and horrors which they have spread over so 
many other regions of tho globo , and will, we trust under 
Divine Providence essentially contribute to the final debver 
ance of Europe, from the chains which they have imposed 
and to the ultimate object of every just and necessary war, a 
lasting safe and honourable peace 

We beg leave to offer our most respectful congratulations 
to your Lordship on your safe return to tbo chief seat of 
Government where we earnestly hope you will long continue 

j . 7^^, settlemoot of the Woore territorr which will bo 

detiiled Ifl the lobieqoent Tolume 
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to presidoj and add to those great and numerous claims on 
the pubhc gratitude, winch, hy .such impoitant and distin- 
guished services, youi Lordship already has accjuiicd. 

^^'^e have the honour to be, 
v\ith the highest respect, my Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants, 


Reply of the Right J^onourablc the Governor Genet <tl to an Adihc't^ pre- 
sented to hts Lordshtp by the British Inhabitants of Calcutta on the 2ls^ of 
September, 1799 

Gentlemen, 

I receive this distinguished mark of your legard with sen- 
timents of satisfaetion and giatitudc, proportioned to my ex- 
perience of youi approved loyalty and pubhc spiiit, and of 
your just sense of the inteiests and lionoin of the Britisli 
empire in India. 

The prosperous teimination of the late campaign in Mysore 
is a proper subject of public congratulation. The British 
arms have seldom achieved a conquest of greater lusti e or 
value, and never were employed in a cause of more urgent 
necessity, or of more manifest justice. The progress of our 
success has revealed additional justifications of our original 
appeal to the sword, and the final triumph of our arms has 
been enhanced by the satisfactory reflection, that tlie wai, 
which terminated in the destruction of our enemy, originated 
in his implacable hatred, flagrant treachery, and unprovoked 
aggression. 

Under the blessing of Providence, favouring the justice of 
our cause, the rapid and uninterrupted course of oui victo- 
ries is to be ascribed to the admirable valour, skill, and dis- 
cipline of the gallant officers and troops employed in Mysore, 
to the predommant influence of the Biitish character in India, 
and to the mtrinsic vigour of our extensive resources and 
estabhshed power. 

It was my duty to make a seasonable use of these eminent 
advantages , and in the unanimity of our counsels , m the 
zeal, talents, and happy subordination of every branch of the 
civil and mihtary service throughout the Biitish possessions, 
I found the principles of that spirit of alacrity and ardour. 



GHO ADDIIEH-Jr'i, ^’cpt 

ffhicli accelerated tlic equipment of tlic armj, and Bceurcd 
the corly inccc38 of tlic war 

My thanks Imre already l>ccn olTcrcil to the goTcrnmcnts 
and inlinbltnnts of the Presidencies of Port St George and 
Bombay, for the dUtlnguiahcd part wbicli they Imre borne 
rospcctircly in the late orduona crisis of affairs* 

I am happj to nrall myself of this pulilic occasion to do 
dare, that, from this Presidency 1 rcccircd the moat effectual 
and timely aid, to on extent, whidi fully justified my confi 
dent expectations of cordial cooperation from the rcapcctahic 
hands, wbicli, dunng my absence admuilstcrcd the Gorem 
mcDt of Bengal 

In roviendng the more umncdmto causes of our success, I 
cannot repress a tribute of gratitude to him who laid the 
foundations of tliat strength srhicli it lias been my lot to call 
into action The name of the Marquis Cornwallis Is Insc 
parnhly connected mdi the fame and power of Great Bntoin 
in thu quarter of tlie globe and will conUnuo to bo on ob* 
ject of aflfection and rorcrence os long as wisdom, fortitude 
and integrity shall be respected or ony sense retained of jus- 
tice dcmoncy, benerolonco, public faith, or mlhtary glorj 
The final conquest of Mysore recalls tho memory of that 
glonoua war m which the first shock was given to tho hostilo 
power of Tippoo Sultaon it must never be forgotten, that, 
under the ouspices of the IVlarquis ComwoDis m that war, 
the supply and movement of our armies in Mysore were first 
reduced to a system of regularity and order; and our officers 
acquired that expenenco and skill so conspicnoua m the able 
and masterly operaboni of tho late campaign** Under tho 


• TUa followliig' letter w»i written by the Msrqols Cornwinti to the 
Earl of MomlnptoB on recdrlng tho IntelUgeace of tho OoTernor-Oe 
nersFi reply to the Ulcatts Addrei*. 


, Dahlia CoiUe, March 2nd* iSOa 

Mt caam Lobd 

Yoor answer to tho Addrew of the InhabltanU ofCalcatta, on joor re- 
tard to Bengal, waa gmlfylnj to me in proportion to my oateem for the 
pe^n who hemoared my >«rricet with tuch flattenng approbatton 
kii t ^ derire any credit from poaterity for my endeavorirt to esta- 
blto order honeaty and dignity in the GoTcrnmcnt of onr Indian empire 
Ubtoytra my dear Lord that my fame wOl be Indebted j for Tmle*i yoa 




AND lltVU!*'. 


170J) 


(>.]1 


same auspices, tlic ^^bolc system of om defcnMNc nlli.uico^ in 
the peninsula of India Mas founded, and the national faith 
•s\as maintained in a degree of puritv and lustre, Mhieh iii- 
spiied a general conlldcncc in the Biitish Ooicrnment, and 
disposcd^thc natiie powers to siicngthcn niul cement their 
connection Mith the Company on the solid basis of icciprocal 
interest and mutual sccurit}. This favoinahlc disposition 
Mas confirmed by the puulcnce, intcgill>, and honour of my 
immediate predecessor (Sir John Shore), and in the impor- 
tant negotiations, nlnch it has been nn duty to conduct, I 
ha^e derhed considerable assistance from the lulMinlageous 
impressions of the British character, vhich 1 found deeply 
fixed in the minds of our allies 

Possessed of such poiicrful means, I ha\c been enabled 
not only to prosecute the wai with success, hut to conclude 
the partition of our conquests on piinciples of modcinlion and 
equity, conformable to the lau s, the honour, and policy of the 


Lad gone to Bengal, the transient fruits of nij lalioiir iiould soon La\c 
been done uwaj and totalh forgotten 
Your correspondents in England mil probably tell jou that even' tiling 
IS going on Mcll in Ireland, and ibat the union u ill be earned with case," 
but belieic me the task mil turn out more difficult than they unaynic, 
and although I trust that v\c shall ultimately succeed, it mil he after a 
long and violent contest The leaders of opjiosition arc able, and their 
followers are animated with that 7cnl which vnnitv, prejudice, and self- 
interest naturally inspire , and since Mr Grattan has come forward, their 
cause is espoused in distant parts of the kingdom by the lower class, who 
looked on wath indifference as long as faction was untainted w itli disloyalty 
We have a majonty of between forty and fiftv, scarcely anv of wdioni wall, 
I believe, desert from us, hut they arc lu general cold and languid friends, 
and it is very difficult to procure such an attendance, as the importance 
of the case, and the activity and unfair dealing of the enemy, render ne- 
cessary for OUT daily seclinty In the mean time w c hear, from credible 
quarters, that an attack upon us is intended from Brest, which, liow'cicr 
difficult the enterpnze may appear on the part of the enemy, adds consi- 
derably to the weight of my occupation 
I shall refer you for the affairs of Englaud, and the general politics of 
Europe, to your better informed friends on the eastern side of St. George’s 
channel, and shall content myself with assuring you that I am, with the 
most earnest ivishes for your health and prosperity. 

My dear Lord, 

Most sincerely yours, 

ConNW'ALLIS 


GJC TiiE niciiT now iicwhy addisotow, to OcU, 

Bntuli nation, ond ntTordmg tlic moat rational promlie of 
permanent iccunt) to tlie poMCislons of llio Company, and 
of general tranqiiUbty to Indio. 

To wlmtcvcr iltnotion tlic courto of future crenta moy call 
me, tlio tt5ffuranccj of your pcraonal confidence and cttcctn 
mujt alwaya be highly honoumblc to my diameter, and gnite 
All to my recollection. 

the adminlatratlon of thla arduoui Government ihaH 
be entrusted to my hands, my enmeal endeavours shall be 
constantly employed to secure and improrc our recent acqui 
s\Uons of temtory wealth, and power, and to guard the 
prosperity and happiness of these opulent and flounshing 
dominions by such cfiecttml precautions aa shall avert the 
arts and arms of France and djfcoumgc her spirit of enter 
prize, or frustrate its ruinous cfTccts. 

Mohninotow 


^o ccxxni 

Fnm iht Right ll»* t* ti« Etri ^ ilBrnlngtP* 

Mt Lord, riJ»« yard fith October 1/90 

The reward of pubhc approbation and gratitude has, on 
no occasion, been more cordially and deservedly bestowed, 
than by tha inclosed resolutions which 1 have tlie honour of 
transmitting to your Lordship, In obedience to the commands 
of the House of Commons. 

Wisdom and vigour in council and talents and exertions m 
the field, have eminently characterized the civil and nuhtary 
services in India, during the penod of your Lordship s admi- 
nistration and the effects of the measures which have been 
adopted are to be found in the overthrow of a restless and 
perfidious power, In the dissolution of a menacing and formi- 
dable confederacy and in the improved security of the Bri 
tish possessions m that quarter of the world. 

Allow me my Lord so far to Indulge my own feelings, upon 
this occasion, as to assure your IiordsKip and those, who, 
under your auspices contributed to successes so splendid and 
important, that m the discharg* of my official duty I have 
never experienced a higher gratification, than in being the 
channel of affordmg this additional proof that great and glo- 
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rious services mil ever be distinguished by the applause, ad- 
miration, and gratitude of the Commons of Great Britain. 

I have the honour to be, with the utmost respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, 

and faithful humble seivant, 

Henry Addington. 


No. CCXXIV 

Vote of Thanhs of the 'R ovb'b of Commons 
' ' Venens 4° die Octobns, 1799. 

Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That the thanks of this House*" be given to the Right Ho- 
nourable Richard Lord Wellesley, Earl of Mornington, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, and Governor-General of the British 
possessions in the East Indies, for the wisdom, decision, and 
energy, mth which he discharged the arduous duties of his 
station, from the time of his taking upon him the said Govern- 
ment to the glorious termination of the late war by the cap- 
ture of Seringapatam , durmg which period, by opposing to 
the perfidy of the late Sultaun of Mysore, an uniform 
moderation, dignity, and firmness, and by countei acting with 
equal promptitude and ability, the dangerous mtrigues and 
projects of the Erench, paiticularly by destroying their power 
and influence in the Decan, he prepared the way for the rapid 
and brilhant operations earned on under his superintendence 
and direction, the result of which has finally disappointed all 
the designs of our enemies in that quarter, and has esta- 
blished, on a basis of peimanent security, the tranquilhty and 
prosperity of the British empire in India. 

Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That the thanks of this House be given to the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Clive, Governor of the settlement of Fort St. 
George, foi liis zealous, coidial and honourable concurrence, 


♦ A similar \otc i\as passed unanimously bj tlie House of Lords 
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in forwarding the wine and dignified vicwb of tliu Go\cmor 
General m Council, b> which he Iiob fomlfllicMl a nnlutary and 
memorable e’camplo of the advantage of unnninntj and con 
cord among the penons employed in high stations in tlio Hn 
tUh dominions In tiic Host IndicSi and has, to tiic utmost of 
bli power, promoted the success of those measures, from 
■whicli the most important public benefits have rctullcd to this 
country 

Resolved, Ncmine Contradiccnto, 

Tliat the tlianVs of tlds House be given to Jonatlian Dun- 
can Esq Governor of Bomhaj, for the real and promptitude 
of bla conduct in preparing the armj of tbatPrcsIdcncj for 
the field agreeably to the orders of tlic Governor General In 
Council whereby the army was enabled material!} to contn 
bate to the saccessfal and glorious termination of the late war 
m India. 

Resolved, Kemino Contradiccnto, 

That the thanVj of this House ho given to Lieut. General 
George Harris for the whole of hb able and mcritonoiis'con 
duct m the command of tbo forces of his Majestj and of tlio 
East India Company, daung the late glorious and decuivc 
war with the Sultaun of Mysore \ and particularly for the 
abibty, judgment, and energy with which be planned and 
directed the assault of Senngapatam, tbo success of which 
bnHiant achievement bos so highly contributed to the glory 
of the Bntish name, and to the permanent tranqmlhty of our 
poisesdons in the East ^ 

Resolved Nenune Contradicente 

That the thanks of this House be given to LieuL-Genoral 
James Stuart Commander In-Chief of the Bombay army, 
which so glonouily ccKoperated m the success of the late 
campaign m India, and alto to the Major-Qonerali John Floyd 
Thomas Bndges Wflham Popham James Hartley, and David 
Baird and to the respective officers of the armies employed 
on that occasion againstthe enemy for their distmgmshod and 
mentonous semcei 
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Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That this House doth highly approve of, and acknowledge, 
the services of the non-commissioned officers and private 
soldiers employed against the enemy, in the glorious and de- 
cisive wai in the East Indies, and that the same be signified 
to them by the Commanders of the several coips, who are 
desired to thank them for their gallant behaviour. 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Speaker do transmit the said Resolutions to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, and that his Lord- 
ship be requested by Mr. Speaker, to signify the same to the 
Governors, Generals, and otliei officeis, refeired to therem. 

J. LEY, A D. Dom. Com. 


Vote of Thanhs of the Honourable East India Company 

At a Court of Directors held on Tuesday, the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1799, the Deputy Chan man, agreeably to an intima- 
tion given on the 20th instant, moving the Court, it was, on 
the question bemg severally put, Resolved unanimously, That 
the thanks of this Couit be given to the Earl of Mornington, 
Governoi -General, foi the able and successful measures 
which he adopted, whereby the complete annihilation of 
French influence at the Court of Hyderabad was happily 
accomplished , for the ability, firmness, and decision mani- 
fested by his Lordship in his conduct towards the late Tip- 
poo Sultaun, and for the previous measuies which he pur- 
sued for enabling the army to take the field, thereby it was 
put m a situation to act with vigor against the enemy, and 
to effect the speedy conquest of the capital of the Mysore 
domimons, the happy presage of a lasting peace in India, and 
the consequent mcrease of prospeiity to the East India 
Company. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be 
given to the Right Honourable Lord Chve, Governor of 
Madras, for his zealous co-operation with the Earl of Morn- 
mgton m the measures proposed by his Lordship , and parti- 
cularly in the exertions which he made for equippmg the 
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Mailnu nrmy for tlioso opcmtions wincli Imre redounded so 
mucli to Its honor tuul to the Intcrcftts of tills Company 

Resolved unanimously, Tlint the thnnU of this Court he 
given to Jonathan Duncan, Esq, Governor of Rombay, for 
the seal and promptitude of his eonduct, in preparing the 
onnj of that Rrcsidcnc) for the field, wherebv it was enabled 
to take a conspicuous shore iii the glonoiis ochicvcmcnt of 
the late campaign against the Mysore dominions 

Resobed unanimously. That the thanks of tills Court be 
given to Lieut -General George Hams, Commander in-CliIcf 
of the Kings and Company s forces employ eti m the siege of 
Senngapatam, for the very oble and judicious manner in 
n'bich the attack of that fortrcfs was planned 

Resobed unanimously. That the thanks of tins Court be 
given to the ofilccra of the Kings and Company s forces em- 
plojed in tbe assault of Scringopatam on the Jth of May, 
1799 for the rapidity, enlmation, and skill whlcli they roanl 
Tested in the execution of tins important service, and to the 
noD-commiisionwl ofiiccrs and pn>otcs for the courage and 
intrepidity of their conduct upon that brilliant occasion. 

Reived unanimously, Tlmt the tlianks of this Court bo 
gifen to Lieutenant General Stuart for bis able conduct in 
tbe command of the Bombay army previous to its junction, 
and to the officers and men of tlmt army who Tvero engaged 
in the action of the Gth of Marcli with a chosen body of the 
troops of Tippoo Saltaun, for their able and spintcd conduct 
upon that occasion. 

Resolved unnnmiously. That tbe thanks of this Court be 
given to Liout-Gcn Harris, and the officers and men of the 
Kings and Company s forces under bis c<»minAnd, for the 
great and important services rendered to the Lost India 
Company througbout the whole of the late glorious campaign 
which has terminated to the advantage of the Company and 
the nation, by affordmg a well-grounded hope that the peace 
of India will be secured on a sohd and lasting foundation 
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Qiiei tr'! proposed hi Lord Mornmgtonto Major Kirhpatrich, icitli the Answers 
of the latter y (referred to in the Governor General’ <t Icttcis/iom the Cape 
of Good If ope, p 2 * 


Quation U/ — ^^VJiai was the onpin of the corps disciplined by European 
officers now in the semcc of the Niznm ^ 

Answer — ^Tlna corps consihted dunnff the late war in Mysore (or at so 
recent a period ns 17^2) of no more, I think, than one battalion, at most, 
only of two , which had been raised not lon^ before the commencement of 
that war by its present cluef commander, Raymond, a French adrenturer, 
formerly belonpmp; to the corps of Lally Du Boigiie’s, and some other 
regular bodies of infantry (with field pieces attached) had been formed, au- 
tccedentlv to this period both by Mhndajee, Scindeah, and Tuckojee 
Holcar , and it was probably m consideration of the important and abim- 
dantly obnous ndvantnpes n Inch the former of these chiefs in particular 
had denved from such an establishment that first suggested to Azim ul Omra 
the expediency of a military institution Raymond’s battalion served dur- 
ing the uar, principally, I believe, in conjunction with the detachment of 
the Company’s troops furnished, according to treaty, to the Nizam 

Question 2nd — VVhat has been the augmentation of that corps? At 
what penods of time has that augmentation taken place ? To what causes 
IS it to be attnbuted ? And is there any ground for believing that either the 
formation or augmentation of that corps proceeded from any hostile dis- 
position towards the British interests? 

Answer — I am not acquainted with the terms or the extent of Azim ul 
Oinra’s original agreement mth Raymond, but I deem it probable that it 
went to the establishment of more corps than were immediately raised 
Be this as it may, the peace of Seringapatam had not been long concluded 
\ihen the minister authorised, and, I believe, afterwards from time to time 
frequently urged him to complete his corps with all possible expedition to 
fourteen battalions, or regiments, of a thousand men each Such a large 
augmentation might m some measure appear expedient on account of the 
great extension of territory obtained by the Court of Hyderabad through 
that peace but I am disposed to think that it sprung principally from a 
desire of prepanng for that contest with the Mahrattas so long before m 
contemplation of the minister, and which accordingly followed soon after 
I see no reason to suppose that the measure was connected either imme- 
diately or remotely, at least in the mind of Azim ul Omra (whatever might 
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be the cut In re<»rd to napnoal) iHlh mj- rie*rt of • nature hoiine to 
onrlntcrttU. , , 

But •Ithoush the corpi rns thos dlfcctcn to he aopmenteq to 14 000 
men ret Rayiooixl hwl not be^ able to complete It to thl^ c«t«t»nihroeot 
when the Minra took the fielJ atraltut the itlahrstliU lu alfetiplb at the 
dfljlr of hhardlah hwllj- exemled 1 1 000 men j but that he ihotilH Imre 
been able to Increaw It men to thU aoionot *rIlhjQ »i> ihort a period ai 
two yrare h a drentn^tanre that nodonbt erinect the aetlritjr and re- 
aonreei of Iiim*eif ami ofBrera to hare been tcry cno<Meral b* 

&meltn>e ahee the rciam of the annjr to IIprleTabart from life onforto- 
Date eap^Oon jtot ijlnded to a nofnlwd mluctlon of Ilapnond • corpa 
took place i that N to ear the actinp mlnliter In a fit cither nf eeonoinj’ 
or of temporary dlintlifacilon trith lU commander dlrectfd the r ccmitloff 
for it to ho diicontlnned i In conaet^ocner of whWh Ita rtmaln* were corn 
pretied Into 10 hattolloiM or replmeiita of 1 000 men each 
In tldi atate It appear* to hare cooilnned till the return of Azlm ol 
Orarm to Hyderabad { bat accordlnp (o (be latent eceounU (he mlnbter 
wonU leem dlipotetl If he had not actually apreeih to Its bdnp once more 
aapuieoted to at leait It* formerly loteoded eitablbhment of 14 000 men 
irhe*bonld«alr«ohitely hareadopied the mcaJOre, either he bu donefo on 
imne parilciilar *nfpe*tlon of tlaymoDd or with mine •Inbicr tIcw of 
tberehr wortlop upon our Jealon^ of titat Frenchman t crowing power 
For It be had really Judged ae IncrcMe of the rtpnlarloDmtry of this state 
neceouT bb purpose wooU hare been equally well annverra by roaklnf 
the reqalifte aturmentatloa open the nral cor^ of FlnpU** This too U 
the ttrp which he ot^bt rather to bare taken etmiUtecUy iriib hi* own 
ipontmcoui profeni^ cm the (object of lU'pBundto the aiiiitant at Hr 
dmliad IraoMUtely upon hi* return thltner from P^nah when be 
afieeted at lenic If he did ont feel eonaidcfaJile nnecnlneM at the condnet 
nod dopontloQ* <£(«pU;^ br that Frenehtnan \rv hi* alienee and no lets 
■olWtnde to drcumicnbe mihln rerf murow Umlu If not aJtoatthcr an 
nlhllate hi* power Neltber tim fact, bowetrr npon rrhleh the present 
reawn In E proceed* (that b to ay the actual aDEmeotatloo of the corpa) 
zmr the still more Important one of tl*e nnneaitloD of ggii tin 

alrea^ enonnenu territonal asrirau eot* held by Raymond b nfficknOy 
esteblidied to permit of our ImUding any »trOD;j coudujlon* npon one 
or the other It may nevertbelea be allownble to oliime In thb place 
that there will bo but loo much groaod for feerlnp *boold cIiIict or both 
of the point* b question turn out to be true Ibai Ailm nJ Omra 
mutt hsre been mored to procecdiojt* to offeDilro (at he well knowi) to 
ta, and 10 much at nriiiK-e with bb own recent declanriopt by a notion 
of the powlbllity not to «y probabDuy of the Frenci natron * ac- 
quhiny at no rtbtint period deeded atcendincy io India at well at In 

Eorope. Tbere can be no doubt of the onceailnE endearour* of the French 
party at firdertbad to Intril thb notion Into erery one about that Court i 
and when It b eontWered that they hare from 10 000 to 18 000 tomme*, 
by meant of which they can diffuse amooff a people, prone from the blffh tt 
to the lowett, to beilere the manenout and ttriUor their (roe, &lfc or 
exifgerated accounU of (he loccerie* and pr^eef* of their nation. It wfll 
not, perhapi be wondered at that the efforu nf the Reddencr to expo*© 
t^ mUrepreaentatlont or conoteract their riewt In them, tbouM not 
alwayt be inccewfiil. 

<^«iiba3d— Wbatbihep^tatrenEthofthecomt the « tale ofltt 
qudpliDe, and the number of fioropean offlem i Of what nation b the 


Ahuded to in Dotcv 
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inaiontj of tlio'scnfficcrs composed’ And uliat arc the clinrncters and prin- 
ciploc of tho'^c nlio hear tlic rliicf cojninand 

jdn^irrr — With respect to its present strciifrili ilic answer occurs (as far 
ac circiiinstunccs enable u c to fnrtu-'h it with accurnev) in the preccdinj);' 
reply . to uhicli it seems only necessary to add that, licsides a field tmin 
ofartiIIcr\, con'istiri" of about 30 jneccs, and on the whole pretty well 
appointed, there is attaehcrl to the corps a troop of perhaps GO natne 
dracoons (the embryo of a lar/^er bod^ of remilar cnialr\ uliith Raymond 
manifests a desire of r.iisin/f) With the exception of an Kuropean officer 
to each battalion or regiment (as it i'. most commonly called) and a sort of 
second to a feu of them, all the other Europeans, to the number I apprehend 
of about 50, constituted, at one time, a separate corps They have lat- 
tcrlj , houever, either been stationed to the artillery, or distributed in the 
character of serjeants among the scccral regiments, an alteration that I 
take to be an important imjiroicment in his s\stem These men consist 
of larious nations , and among them there are, I am sorry to say, Imt too 
innnt English deserters from the Coinpany’s artillery, uho haie been often, 
but fnntlc«sl\, reclaimed The iiararte appearance of tlic corps is, in ge- 
neral, good, that of Perron’s regiment is jiarticiilarh so In other respects, 
lioucier, its discipline uould not seem to be very strict, which most pro- 
bably speaks ns a powerful inducement with many of the natives of the 
Conipnn\*sas well ns of the Nirnm’s counliy, to prefer the service of 
Ra^nlond to ours liatcvcr may be the cause, it is too certain a fact, I 
fear, that tins Frenchman has greater facility in recruiting than our Car- 
natic officers experience 

I bcheie the number of the officci'S, properly so called, do not at present, 
or did not lately, exceed 12 , and that the whole of these arc Frenchmen, 
w'lth the exception, perhaps, of one or more jneobini7ed Germans He 
had formerly a Hanoi ennn of some professional merit in Ins corp'i, who 
had been an ensign in His Blajesty’s seruce This man, however, was 
soon dismissed, and afterwards assassinated by a furious Demonah, in the 
employ of the Chief of the Pu»gah<i He had also with him at one tune a 
French gentleman who had been an officer in the regiment at Pondicherry, 
but openly professing his attachment to royalty, he likewise speedily lost 
hi8 situation, and was finally obliged to quit the country The best dis- 
posed man in the corps is, or was some time since, one Salnave, com- 
mandant of a regiment, and sup|ioscd to be secretly averse to the demo- 
(ratic party With the exception of Perron, Baptiste, and perhaps one or 
tw’o more faiountes, the olheers w'ere represented to be dissatisfied with 
Raymond on account of his hardness and want of liberality in pecuniary 
matters But as they w'ould nearly all appear to be of the jacobinical 
stamp, and have no prospect of bettermg themselves elsewhere, this cir- 
cumstance alone will hardly induce any of them to Ieavehim,especially as he 
has contrned to make it very difficult for them to do so ivithout bis consent 
Besides, he possesses a resource (such as it is), for replacing any he may 
lose by desertion or otherwise in his rauk of serjeants, most of whom are 
just as likely to be qualified for the commands of corps as the majority of 
those at present holding them 

Ravmond himself would not appear to be a man of vigorous mind , or, 
in any respect, of a very decided character He has never shoivn himself to 
be much of a soldier , hut he is artful, seems to have an arranging head, 
aud 18 sufficiently conciliating in his manner towards those he has to deal 
with He is an undoubted republican in principle , but I don’t know that 
he IS a violent one I should rather suppose from the general mould of 
his character, that he was not I take him to be about forty-five jears of 
age 

Perron, who is his second, is a native of Alsace, and several years 
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Tounra- Ihin h!. CaJtf lie eppewe la lie • far mMe mterpriilnf inJ 
actlre man thin tlie latln* ind to be parlicnlarij’ fonrt of the mfllUTy jpro- 
fenlon Itiodentind he U en ootmpeooi Jicoblo; t» lorae proof of 
which U mtj be meotkineii that he Mnl pot looff ilnct to hU iuwe«Kt 
11x5 coantrTTntn ibe»ucfei»orof DaUoljjnc io tw lerrice of ScinnrM t 
lUm tree and cep of nbertTt the acccptaoct! of which howcTcr li laH to 
hare be^ declined bjr the Utter Perron at the head of two rcrlmenU 
wu with Ailm ul Omn during the Utter part of that mlnliler^i W H 
Poonalu on which occasion he wxniW ofctmnc not oesleet to calllraie 
hU naraciake, or to dfaiemlntte hU own prlndplei ai well ai ho conW 
amoDK the officera beloofflnp to hlou Uhapport howrier dlber that 
Sdodeoh ■ Perron ii laVewarm hi Im politic* or that harbip eererml Dri- 
tUh nbjecti In liU corpi (Introdorcdlnto It byDaDdffno^ onecfwbotD 
named botherland ccramandi abrl^e of ilx oriereubitianonj ; bodoea 
sot yet comlder It tafe or prodeot to eoanlenanee anj moremenU of this 
natto^ 

Daptlste who itoodi next In rank to U not a less bitter Jaeofalo than 
IVrron i bat he U rcry coach bU Inferior In point of military eodowmcnti 
What he wnnti howerer a$ a aoldler U made nn for by a certain paiconad- 
lof^ manner that imti rery well the genlns of the Coart he belenp ^ 
prat aetldty and cnnDln^ and abore all by a lar^ itoek of that impria< 
dpled tort of addmii lo tueful In the mfina^^enicnt of low iotrljnic, and 
the eondact of pertmUry Iranraetlofu with the cUtres be h« oaoaUy In 
deol with He U aUo eminently and peenliarly aerrlcenble to Raycnond as 
mala, li nk of hl« correipoadeaee with PondlcherTT Trantpsehar and 
hlarpOlyi ami as bli •(rent tor entlciB]!' French and oifrerdeserteri both 
oati^ and Eonrpean a^ facJUtatlnt' tbeir eseape toKhummem; where 
joft at onr doors ai mar b< said tbti bostlln;: etnlisnry of sedaetlon and 
procaraiorofaUmaterhuinppIlea any way connected with ordenendiniton 
tbe Carnatic fau ettobnsbfd bU beaa qm^era. I coosl^ both Wrron and 
BaptUte as much abler men, that is, more equal to the purposes oftnlsehlef 
or SDch porposes as (he French Ooremoient may be lopposed to machinate 
afainstnslo the Hyderabtidqae»tk>D— than Raymond) and ihonhi accord* 
Inriy be lony to see bis command derolre on either of them 
I bare nothlnp t<f add reipectmjr tbe eharacten or dliposlUwia of any of 
thereat of the oSeert of this cotjw to what has alressly been aVd i^erally 
of the whole — at least not of snflSdent bterest or certainty to merit 
attention 

AtX —In what mode U the corps paid and recmlled ? Of what 
nauon are the ranks composed t— IVhere is h stationed ? ilTiat hare been 
Its operations? Whit effects has Its existence alimdy prodneed upon tbe 
Brltuh Interests at the Coort of Hyderabad or elscwbefe ? And what 
dancen are to be apprehended to those interests from Its conthraance ? 

—Till the period of Ailm nl Ompa’s capririiy the corps had tl 
waTs been paid either Immediately from the treasory at Ilydefatad or by 
oecasiootl noiAcwa^on tbe rerenne collectors with the excepuon only of 
a permanent assignment on the rerennea of iavaanm proper width be 
had pTcrkmily obtained as a ftmd for the payment of ■ partienUr dlrWon 
of ha eorp^nomin^ distliignlihed by the appellation of AaWa JhA** 
mttMlMh, Daring the admlnUtraUoivboweTer of the Rot Reran ho con 
trired to proenre on a stm better footing the whole Sliw of i/e«#c* a 


smee of Arim nl Omra thot appeared to riro the Utter ihe^most dUplea- 
fort- ts plaelM thccorps In a higher and more independent riew than It 
had hilberto been hU own poUcy to atilgu to It \W hare nerenheleas 
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'^incc heard of Ins hchi" prepared to follow the example of the Roy Royan 
m this particular, hv jrrantnifr to Ru\inond another extensive district, 
(nnnicU, Kliiiniiinini-iiiait), in addition to nhnt lie already held 

'1 he corps IS recruited more or less from all the proiiiiccs of the Nizam’s 
doniiniorH, hnt from none so mncli us Anmiipnliad , partly, I bcheve, from 
the adiaccnt iMahrattn districts, and hnt in too great a measure from the de- 
pendencies of I lie Canintic, pnrtienlnrlv the northern sircars TJic majo- 
rit\ of the native oOiccrs would, more especially, appear to be natives of 
the latter; and of these a large proportion Iiav'c heen ednented in the mi- 
litary service of the Company I had taken some measures before my de- 
parture from Hydembnd for nsccrtannng, ns well as possible, the names 
and hirth-plnccs of all the men of this corps, hut in particular of its native 
ofliters, viiih the view ot tlicrchy obtaining some hold, through the mc- 
dinni of their families, on such ns might prove to belong to the Company’s 
dotninions It mnv he observed in this place that the pay of the const 
•■epov in garrison, or cnnloiimciit, is less by a rupee (I believe) than that 
of Raymond’s sepoy, whose duty loo is easier If it were raised a rupee, 
the cDcct vvonhl, prolmhlv, soon appear both in the decrease of desertion, 
and 111 a greater facility of recruiting than is expenented at present A 
proclamation too might he issued, forbidding the natives of our terntones, 
under certain penalties, from cntcrnig into the military service of foreign 
povvera 

The station of the corps has v'aricd according to circiimstanceb, Ray- 
mond seems averse (and bcvcrnl reasons for this may he conceived) to its 
being divided , and its usual head-quarters are in the vneinity of Hydera- 
bad, where he lias established a sort of cantonment for it Its professional 
services have hitherto been very inconsiderable. I have already glanced 
at those performed by what may he culled the root of it, in conjunction 
with one detachment last vvxir , and winch principally appeared m the siege 
of Kopul At KhurfHah (in 1/96) the corps ccrtnmlv gathered no laurels, 
luit if it did not aeniiit itself on that occasion w'lth spirit, the Nizam him- 
self, as well as his 61 mister displayed still less The rebellion of Raehore, 
headed by the lute Darah Jnh’s son, was subdued by our detachment, foi 
two regiments of Raymond eninlovcd on that scrnce, under the command 
of the Mons.Salnavc, mentioned above, had but little share in the business 
In the insurrection of the late Jah, it happened fortunately for Raymond, 
that the Prince directed his flight to a quarter whither lie could not be pur- 
sued by our troops without the consent of the Mahrattas Raymond by 
simply followung him to Aurnngahnd, w'here the Prince submitted without 
fmther struggle, acquired the credit of hanng crushed a formidable con- 
spiracy The military actions of neither party m tlie course of this short 
contest, were of the least importance For the rest, the services of the 
corps have been much of the nature of those pei formed elsewhere by 
Schundij or Purgunnah troops. 

The pnncipal eflfects hitherto produced, or likely hereafter to be pro- 
duced by tbis corps upon the British interests, are referable to the cir- 
cumstance of Its being commanded by men belonging to a nation, and very 
probably dev’oted to a Government, which we have abundant reasons to 
believe have nothing so much at heart as the destruction of our pow'er m 
India It cannot, I am persuaded be requisite to enlarge on the'dangers 
- liable to proceed from such a source , or to expatiate either on the probable 
or possible consequences of so constant, intimate, and unrestrained an in- 
tei course as must necessanly subsist, in the case before us, between the 
agents of Jacobmism and under the implacable enemies of Great Britain, 
and the Court of one of our prmupal allies — that Court too never distin- 
guished for the inviolability of its engagements , and tertamly governed 
less by views of honour, sound policy or justice, than liy the variable mo- 
VOL. I. ^ T 
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tW« nf innpo»cd nfety of low prodencf of p^norul ra»e ■ndofiro 
rafdloteodvtntact It h plain tb*t wdoie «tnl motoal b rtlatlon bctwe«» 
tbo Kliatn »Dtl the Botorion« of the EnpH^li 1' but looTTtllc*i« 

lated la the prcicot conjunctore loexdie doubts In inwijr of the ilneentj 
of bli inphncii • friendililp for in and toeflcoar*|re » noikm of the 
htbliUy of the Frtocb Tt^ftlnlop Ibtlr foTroer aiceodtocy tt llfderahad. 
Nor h the natonil tcndeney of inch a per*ua»lon to promote tbe purpose* 
and aU the opcrtlkim of Haymoiwl It pUnInf him cnanjr meW In 
itnrroenlt and adhcrenti (o flllle otiTrouj ai to need l>eln;f fnrtbeflo 
lUted om 

Thereh hon-crer onepirtlcuUruatnjcrconnected irllh the point Iraroe 
diately onderdlieti^tlon of ancU anaypeetaa to cballenpe Ihemoit leric^ 
eonilaeratkin \\*hat 1 allude to h tbe preincametst we ihoold he placed In 
cuppotlof' a war with Tlppoo to hmtc out, by ibc unrpieitlonahiy hostile 
” 'iloiuof Uaymtjod and bUofficert In ptneral. »ccondtd I y the enter 

S f aplnt of lome tndlrldaalj amon/' them width mljjbt In lurb a raie 
0 DMireor left Iransfuiedlnto the Commander blmftlf It U manlfcit 
that thoofh tbU corpi conrtltniei Uic chief— nay aln«»t the role >tren;r^h 
of the Nlxatn a army wo ihonh! notwlihitandln^ be nnahte loernploy It 
B^^alost the common enemy except at a rlik. to which Iti total inactlrlty 
woald ho far preferable. Bat it 1* I^ewlie ohilooi that wb aboald no! he 
alto;:^her late In leavlnff it behind at ; alnce upon any ilnliter scAIent to 
oar arratjOr In tbe poiilble (happily no lonjrer probable) ctent of a French 
armament appearlojt at awih a cnaU lo India the temptation to lUymond 
andhliofficertr openly to attempt aomethlBC&jpdnit os mlfibt become rcry 
powerfaL If time permitted yet It iroola not perhapi be neceaiaryto 
portae thb eootlderaUoa fortber t the bare mention of tbe matter leemloe 
nflicleot to engeett tbe whole train of Itt eonieonencet NMiether the eru 
admlu of any eligible remedy thort of the raokal one of entirely annlhl 
latlog the eorpi la qneitkm, It a point on which diderent opmlonj may he 
entertalnetL Uyown howerer Ii tbnt under tbe exUtlnj'drctunttaneet 
with retpect to ut and France— clrcttiuftancet too to the conllnoanee of 
whlchnoperiod can be atilgncd— £r< / »c»» W Another prejudicial effect of thu 
corpt upon our InteretU and which tbou^ not of the tame political Im 
portance at the onojati notleedU oereriDeleta of toffident mirnltude to 
claim attention, bat already been tooefaed on and coniliti Ip the induce 
meoti it boldt out to our European end natlre loldlery on the coatt and In 
Kneral to thoae dmet of Ibe inhabitant* indined to a mlUUir life lojoln 
m itandard j gbring birth by tha meant to namcroni deaertloBt from the 
CJompany t anny and rendering It extremely difficult to mite recrnlls for 
mpplring eren the ordinary eatualltiet of the terrlce ThU it a tal»ehicf 
that, no doubt mfxht be corrected In a material degree a* fjr st regarded 
Enropeant partTCTlarly by tuitable arrangementt of precantion and ylffi- 
t ’'^bUe tnih retpeet to tbe nariret •omeaogmentttlooof tbe^ 
poy'i pay followed by soeb a proclamaUon a* before rorrefted, would be 
found a rtUl more effectual remedy The enJ bowerS, can ncrer per 
ha^ be completely remored while we bate auch a neighbour as lUy 


AliMml (?«« («.-/» U iMcn^ Mlt lUr oMm) b, lit Inptr plica 


Qialln M - jj*™ jot tnr nauon for beUevfai lh»t BiTOond i 
corretpondeneo with Fln^ (^orenunent In Europe, or that of -the 


. 1 U in 

- ^«„craiiicni in Europe, or tbit of-thelilo 

of rrance — or whh Tlppoo Sultaunf ^ 

A^Mtwer bate no rery iubitantial proof of hit being la corretpond 
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cnoc either \\ith the Go\crnnicnt of France, or witli that of the hlanntius, 
thouirli whii-pcrs to this cflcct hn\e readied me from his camp TJie 
siroiipect circumstance I know of, indicatmcjsndi an intercourse, is hisliai- 
inc: fired n ‘•nliitc niioiit tuo years imo on occasion, ns was at least pnen out 
in Ins part), and reported to me Gy one of them, of Ins, Iiavinp recently 
rcccncd the tomnnssioii and nniforni of a general oflicci from the French 
Goicrnnicnt III Europe Con''idcrmp, indeed, the great activitv of that 
Go\enimonl — the olnious interest it has in attaching Raymond to its 
cause — and the dispositions of the lattCi and his ofliccrs, nothing certainly 
can he more rcnsonahic than to suppose such an intercourse subsists be- 
tween them 

The proofs of the existence of a correspondence between Raymond and 
Tippoo Sultaun will, perhap',, be deemed less lague, when one of these is 
stated to be the disemerj, a lew montbsago, by the Assistant at Hyderabad, 
of a secret intcrcourcc between bun and the \akccl of the latter (Medina 
S.iheb) residing at the Nizam’s Court It was conducted through the me- 
dium of a third person who, it is remarkable, disappeared immediately 
after liisnnme had been confidentially coinmunicatcd to Arim ul Omrab by 
Captain Kirkpatrick 

It is also a fact sufliticntly well cstablislied, that the last secret agent 
deputed by Tippoo to Hyderabad, (nainelv, KAdir Hfisain IChnu)had charge 
of some letters for Rnvmoiid , but wlietlicr they were from the Sultaun 
himself or only from Vigec’s (formerly Lally’s) corps m the service of 
Tippoo, I bad not the means of nscertainmg 

Question Gtit — Docs Raymond occupy any fortified posts either on the 
Company’s frontier, or elsewhere ? and if he does, wdiutis their strength 
and giirnsons , and what are the adianiages he derives, or disadvantages 
we suffer, from his possession of tliein? 

/Innccr — He occupies two or three small forts in the distnct of Maiduch, 
of which, as has been alrcadv mentioned, lie is m some sort the renter 
They are, howcicr, of but little iinpoitancc in a military view, and are 
in a quarter remote from the Carnatic 

Hie only post he bolds in our nciglibourhood is Khumnnm, where Bup- 
(otherwose TahJinrd) has coininaiidcd for scicral years , and w'here a 
regiment of the corps has usually been stationed Tlie fortifications are 
not, I believe, considci-able, but they haic been improved, I understand, by 
Baptiste R serves Raymond as a magazine, the stores be from time to 
time procures from the Carnatic, being in the first instance deposited here, 
and forwarded, as occasion requires, to Hyderabad It is also conven- 
iently situated for communication with Narjiilly (formerly a French post in 
the Guntoor) wdiere Raymond has a store-house, (ostensibly belonging to 
the Nizam) in charge of a Frenchman of the name of L'Empreui This 
IS also the point whence Baptiste’s emissaries issue for the purpose of in- 
veigling deserters, and procunng recruits from the adjacent districts of 
Ongole, Guntoor, S^c It is likewise the principal link m Raymond’s com- 
munication with Pondicherry , most of his messengers to and from thence , 
all the French fugitives, and many lecruits obtained in the same quarter, 
pursuing the route by Kurpal and Khtmmim 

It 18 presumed that this hasty sketch of the advantages which Raymond 
derives from the possession of this post, will sufficiently show the detri- 
ment it is of, and may be to us 

Question Tth — What measures have been suggested for the purpooe 
of inducing the Nizam to disband this corps, and what have been the ob- 
jections to the adoption of any measures suggested foi that purpose? 

Answer — I suggested some time in 17^6, in a private correspondence 
with the Governor-General and Lord Hobart, under sufficient encourage- 
ment to that end received from the Nizam, through the medium ot Mcei 
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AUom the ejcpeificttqf of lotrwladpr fome telecl Drillih nihjertf hito lib 
IlhihneM «einplor forthepumo eofr*liliijfimJrtt dplInlnprurhUicmeei 
rodipbodToftroomiuvronlrt lothe firtt Jnitioee hare •rTTcd *i acoBo- 
Irrpolw to the corp< of nartnotH!| tiHl perlnip^ lalllmitcljr hare led 
(pvtoil rtfortiu to 111 complete rc<lnclIoti At the lanw time that I *t*Tlen 
thb Weo Ifnllf edroUtedthernl^lcTouitemlcocy In anahwlotc Tttw of 
the cencfmlinpimire \ ofTcrinplt rlmptr In corrtetion of an etU that tlrraajr 
reecned to an enormcnij helclil that Imre for ohrloai renjotu a parttett. 
larljr threotcnJofrafpcfl at llytlermlrad t that called fora wnedy In 

that mofC prc^»lD(j thao in otyr olbcf <ia8rler I ami lliat dtn not admU ai 

well M I eonld judpe either of a prompter or nmre certain one than that 
which I or rather Rleer Allnm (not to o) the Mxaia himwlf) had recom- 
mended *1116 Go*ernor General •eemed to lie icn ibie of the neceulij of 
the eiperiment t and eren to bare fixed at one time apon a penoo erery 
way qtralified I Iwllcre for coadiictlott It to a fanmralile !i oe In the 
meanwhile however Lord IIoI*rt deelird hlimclf to he deodedly arerae 
to the mcajnre { Inwmuch that 1 tboajtht It nonJd be no lon^jer eajy or 
pnident to purtoe iL Here then It dropped for the oreicnt 

1 etmant call to mlrtd at thU time the nartlcmar artptmenU pahlidy 
oppeted by l/onl Hobart to tbe rocaiurt i oat, 1 rctollect that 1 rayielf 
fonibhed him with tbeol Jectloa that bad aU akin;; appeared to me (thoaph 
with him it WM only of aeconrtiry conahleratlon) lo lie the mwt foreible of 
the whole I and that w*a ihe It mit'kt fprt to tir ^f*Arat 

tu Yet, neiiber wu tbb an latupernhle obstacle aince the circntniiance 
of there beinp Krertl Britlih laljecta In the lerrlce of the Mahratla* tbem- 
aelrei wooW hare furniihed (If tl»e atfaln bad been comiorted m 1 pro- 
povedl a autSeient tmwer to aaydliaatUfaetiLrQ they mlKht bare maalfnted 
on the oceailoe 

Bat tboaph I cannot detail Lord Hobart a resaonlnp on the aul>,|cet I 
hare oot forntteo tlmt it comprebended all tbe topica ohrioorlr adrerae to 
tneh a quettlon eooaUlereil abiolutrly i and that ibonch be did not, lo my 
Jodgmeat decnonatrate the Inettpedlcocy of the thins a> an Insnlated 
measore yet be abondaBtly prorM Ita dancer aa a ctoeral one t of whl^ 
truth no penon Indeed codki be better aatlified than I myielf had alwayi 
Leen 


The Gorernor-Oenerol contlnulDg to deem it eilremely deilrable to 
oppoao tbe beat check (hat anannataocea inighl admit of to the crovriDg 
power of Raymond, (which. Indeed dailr became more and more alannlns) 
thonght primer to aaiborUe the rcaldent at Poonah lo promote but with 
doe precaution tbe IntrodacUon Into Ailm u\ Omra'v (or rather the N1 
tam •) aerrice of certain Earopeana at that place who appeared ifiapoaed 
to engage In It, and to be of a deacriptlon litelr lo aniwer ai lome lort of 
eonnterpoUe to that Frenchman Tbe ci a eqaeoec was that an Ameriam 
named Boyd and a Brltiih aoldect of the name of FInglua were en 
tertained by the MliiUter i the forraer bringing with him a ready-fonoed 
and experienced eorpa of about 1600 men; but the latter onlr a amall 
^y which It waj aettled thould bo (m It tmee, I bellerc. hai been) cond 
«rably angmen^ Mntxml dlaguat bowcicr looD orialng between Ur 
Boyd and the Coart of Hyderabad be qnlued the aerTW? BIr Fiaglan 
^Tlng more riw^le anp^ to be riling b ftrohr with the Blbiatry — 
lam not qnalified to apeak from my own koowled^ of tbU man i bat BJr 
Uthoff the aa^tant at ^nah. baa reported faroumbly of hli character 
of'dragM*^'”^ i quarter mailer of hli Blejeity'i 19th regiment 

It may not bo amia to mention b thla place that on occadon of an alarm 
■omewhat baatUy taken b Aiuptt laat, by our detachment at Hyderabad 
Id coniequenco of a report of ilaymoodt dedgnbg to attack tbtlr camp 
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liodi Ml Uo\ti iMi I'iiiltIiss, on lieiiij^f .ii)|)i I'-L'd of the circumstance, 
)ii‘-t,uill\ ino|i.irc(I (Iieir (orps, mi'l su^nilinl llicii detcnimintion, in the 
suppo^cil c\cnt, of bujipurtiniT the Comp.iny’b troops 

I ‘•liall clo'-e this lie.id with rcmiirkiiifr, tliat if a fair tri.il of tlie project 
‘;n<,'-i:c''tcd (as ahoic related) in 1/95, had hcon made, I think there is a 
loti'-idcraldo prolialnlitt that Raj mond’s nould hv this tunc, cither liavc 
cca<cd to c\ist, or, at lea^t, to he an ohject of the reasonable solicitude 
^^hIoh It c\citos at prc'-cnt 

Qur^(io)} Sf/i — M hat measures non appear to\ou to he the best adapted 
to the oh)cct of inilucinp thcNirun to disband this corps? 

ylnstrc! Tlic pressing importanee to tlic British interests in India, of 

ctTcclinc' (and uitli as little further delay, too, as possible) the subversion 
of this parly, tliou"h a jioint onl\ incidentally considered in the preced- 
ing pae’C':, and bj no means am where iir^cd \iitb the force of winch it is 
‘^nsrcptihle, Illa^ he presumed (ns it is, indeed, hj’ the question supposed) 
to he fiilh C'talilished It only remains then to enquire how this dcsiiablc 
obicct inn\ he best attained 

The most attentive cyammation I liiiic been able to bestow on the sub- 
ject, Ini'- smrfrc'^ted to me notliing better than the four following modes of 
proceeding 

1 — Bi introdiicmg, with every possible prciious attention to their cha- 
racters and principles, British subjects (or other Europeans, being the 
‘:nlqcct‘i of friendly poucrs)uiio the scnitc of liis Highness, with anew in 
the ^lr^t instance, to balancing the French corps, and of ultimately, coin- 
ploleh suppicssmg it 

2 — By pomtcdly and firmly demanding the dismission of the corps, and 
signifimg the determination of ourGoicrnmcnt to withdiaw itself, in case 
of refu«nl, from its existing engagements with his Higlmcss. 

J — B\ holding out suit ililc inducements to the European and principal 
native ofiicers, as ucll as to the European serjeants of the corps to quit it, 
and retire into the Company’s dominions a measure which, if tolerably 
successful, nould iicccssanlv cither bring about the entire dissolution of it, 
or at least, reduce it to a state of coinparatue insignificance 

4 — By meeting the wishes so often expressed liy the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, fora closer connexion with the Company, and for such an augmen- 
tation of the detachment of our troops already alJoned his Highness by 
treaty, as should in some measure preclude the necessity of retaioing Raj'- 
mond’s corps 

I shall considei each of these expedients m order 

1st — Regarding the first of them, however, little remains to be said, 
the suliject being nearly exhausted in the reply to query the 7th — It would, 
no doulit, under present cijcumstanccs, although a foundation for it is al- 
ready laid by the establishment of Finglass’s corjis, be of slow operation — 
Besides the inclination of Azimul Omra to countenance the measure far- 
ther, IS at Fast uncertain He may possibly imagine that by manifesting a 
backwardness in this respect, we may be the more readily induced to do 
what he would like still better — that is, augment our detachment and take 
oflF some of the restrictions under which it has hitherto acted It may be 
added, that the Government at home, havjng thought proper to discourage 
the measure immediately under consideration, (though ou what grounds is 
not known to me) it is the less necessary to enlarge on it at present 

2nd With the exception of ?//e Petsheush, which, perhaps, no circum- 
stance short of an open rupture with the Nizam, would warrant our with- 
holding, there seems nothing in the measure suggested m this article that 
might not be vindicated both to the world at large and to the other mem- 
ber of the tnple alliance (or the Mahratta state), by a variety of forcible 
arguments deducible from the absolute impossibility of our ever acting to- 
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pethcr under nny crillcal ilate of whli ibc confiileacr itwi , 

nfct i tary to the lactTti <if * nr Joint nperatlofu or cieu with entl . 
to onnclre* rctnpojcd d» L1» ifiphnetn • prindjol mllitir)’ force j 
b »nrt iwn)ed at Lb cooudl* nre or nwf be by the Inteteratc cb ,| 
our notion Dot hotttrer dcfcrulhle <ir recwirflrtnc with the ' 
treatlci inch 1 itep rolf'ht be I rery inoch doubt nlictber it wou , 
time, and efpednlly In the pretent conjunctafr pnuloce the dwlr , 
proud Pplrltoftbl# court (itlllproad under lit recent liiiml 
would rtToIt at tneb a ctpltuiatlon I and mint prol oMy harard t 
therthaninbtcrlhetoit It would talk at U hai alrrady done n^, 
once, on occailon of pome tMopente ai>d duwnt expoitolalkiD' i 
fame heed of lu independeoct i of Up n bt to employ and fatonr 
please* I of Iti reliance on the fidebtjr and atiarhment of Us Fr 
Tint* I and of thAUnreoMruhlenes oronrcntertalnloff any dl tm 
entlrelT at thederotkm, ond the mere crraturct of a fncndly pm 
In^jno lnlere*t8 but what are Intqmrable fn>m ntir* Bnt thc«e eri 
pUtulble Qi they arc, do not coo titute the aoJe or pcrhani princl 
cnlty In the prwent ca*e One of the coofcqDcnrt* of uaynion^ 
(lura betide* Raymond • corpt there U another contutln;; of frof 
to fifteen hundred tepor* commanded alto by Fn.nchmcn. auacW 
lUkialah of Umjld od Uorrlah) hot been a ronteHal reaactkm ‘ 
other deicrlpllon of tnllUary force i insonneb that excepting the 


then to comply vrlih the prcrpoicd deouutd U fcouH be left wltm 
dent mean* not only of ocfcniliof UkU ajpiloit foreljm attack an| 
tic iniorreetkio but of eoUectlitf Ua rtrenue* } for It Is not to be ij 
that car small detoehment woold i»e ades^tnte ereo If t> 
objection* to Ui belns applied to all these porposea. The e 
faulns (ul am ofoplnloa U elmmt necemHIy must) and 
ooT prorlslocral rtsolatUm In that ene the cooteqacDCt It is 
suppose tronld scry soon be a closer coonexloQ than erer If tb 
be pracdcabk between (hU court and tbe French i and at all ere, 
an uodentandinj^ with Uppoo as would hardly fajl to p^re him th, 
dancy In It* cttmdU which he ha* Ion;; been CDdeaTourlnp (tnr 
lotttly than arifally perhaps ) to acqalr^ 

It mny be thought that tbe abominable tendency of French p' 
(In whatcrer dew conddcrwl ) and the eril coniequenct* which 
suited to almost eTtrr power tbatthat nation has drawn Into It* 
properly exposed and lUastrated ought to hare (he effect of ex 
the different courts of India inch a detestation of tbe one and d. .. 
other tS to render any connexion between them next to Impcsslb 
though these are topic* which bare not been neglected j and th 
doubtle^y seem well calculated to produce the sort of Imprwil 
wished for yet it would be wrong; to place any great rcHiuKre In 
don* which unfortunately hare not always had the weight ther 
tied to with European power* better quaUfled In rSerol to 
their force (a* being more conrersant la syitemallc and 
nc* ) more immediately liable to suffer from a coalUlon wiih'the 
pubbe I and finally more Interested to oppose iu aggraodlxem 

any of the prince* or state* of ludla can be It U tra£ that a Fi 

nmon would be dangerous eren to Tlppoo SolUun but remote 
culalTe danger Is often oreriooked In farour of Immediate and 
only apparent benefit. WUh regard tothecourtofHTderobad 
I may rature to say that It* polhical riew* hardly erer eml 
distant period, or any combination* haring the permanent adran 
sute for their object. 

* The prladpal Punaah Chief 
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I liino <l\\cU llic Idiii^oi on (ht conbidcrntion of the expedient suggested 
in the present article (from the subject of uliieh, houeicr, tlie whole of the 
preceding piirngrnph must he owned to be ii digression,) hccaiise I nppre- 
licnd there innv lie seme poisons capable of iiiingming our political posi- 
tion in India, ns ascertninod nt the pence of Seriiignpatam, to be so com- 
niniiding ns to cnnlile us to enrre n point of this Kind witli little or no diffi- 
culty No doubt no were placed by that c\cnt, or rathei by the political 
sagacity and niilitarv skill which conduced to it, on higher and more re- 
spectable grounds than wchnd cicr before occupied in Iiulia, but we shall, 
ncicrthclcss, do we11nlwa^s to bear in mind, that it is an eiuicd eminence 
we -Stand on, and to beware how uc forfeit or haranl, by a domineering 
spint, \ihat a spmt of moderation so iiuicli contributed to our gaming 

Before we dismiss the considcialion of the measure suggested in this 
article, it mav be pro|)cr to notice a modification of which it may be thought 
susceptible, and which presents itself m a limitation ofitS operation to the 
European part of the tO)p<;, and an ofler of replacing this immediately by 
British subjects But though the main obstacle to the measure, namely, 
that of depriving the state of its priucipal military force, would by this 
means be got rid of, \ct it would, nt the same time, become liable to much 
of the objection lying against the first expedient , from which it wmuld not 
then maleri.illy diflcr in the chief feature 

3rd I shall confine myself to obscning with regard to the suggestion 
contained in this article, that although I bare little doubt of the general 
cflicaey of the measure, j'Ct its adoption would not seem to be warrantable 
or prudent in any other cases than those of an absolute ruptiiie wuth the 
Nuam, or of some strong and open act of hostihty on the part of Raymond 
himself Such eases have, in some degree, been secretly provided for, but 
not to the extent thatw'ould, probably, be requisite For though a simple 
pecuniary douceur might answer in some instances, yet in others it might 
be necessary to hold out something like a permaueut provision, if not even 
cmploj ment. 

dth It has long been a favountc object with the court of Hyderabad to 
make the defensive engagements, subsisting between it and the Company, 
i^enetal instead of parltcuhir , or, in other w'oids, that we should guarantee 
its posscsstons against the Mahrattas, as well as Ttppoo Sultaun It has also 
long sought to prevail on us to relax from the strictness of that article of 
the agreement of 1789 with Lord Cornwallis, conformably to which we 
have alw'ays, not only restrained our detachment from acting against cer- 
tain polygars, tributary to the Mahrattas as w'cU as to the Nizam, but also 
carenilly prevented it from passing the Mahratta boundanes whenever this 
has appeared necessary (as ovniig to the mingled nature of their respective 
dominions, has sometimes happened,) in order to reachmgthe point where 
its services were required Such, for instance, was its situation towards 
the close of the rebellion of Ali Jah, whom it was obliged to detime pursu- 
ing to Aurungabad, because this could not be done without its occasionally 
entering the Mahratta territory, and because the court of Hyderabad 
either would not apply for, or could not obtain, the consent of the Poonah 
Government for that purpose 

By complymg with the vrishes of the Nizam’s Ministers m these re- 
spects, and agreeing to such an augmentation of the detachment at present 
employed with his Highness, as might be judged necessary, there is little 
doubt but we should obtamour object with regard to Raymond to whatever 
extent we pleased to say nothmg of other advantages that we might either 
expressly and previously stipulate for, or subsequently derive from the 
ascendancy which we should m this case, acquire at the court of Hyder- 
abad 

Perhaps even something short of these compliances might procure us 
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onr malD oliject Dut M perfect rtmflJetirc l« ikjI likely to ^alrtWt for tay 
long time tfTtetli'*T bel»re«n Ibe cnarli>t*f IlytlfTtliod inil PcKKuh »nn «t 
•pprehemloni of fniure encm^iaenU hy th« latter will erer conllntw 
mott prohably to be eotmalneil byihe former who oil ibli accoaot wUl 
ilwiya deem (t o«cc««iry to be prepnreU for anch • contln;jeney It tn^ m 
preeamed that It wUl irarcrly con ent to part with Raymond t corr»f *H|h 
onl our onderttVlD^; lo aome i.hapc or other U not Uv eipro't oefcn'Ire 
enjfii^^neoti to aecnre It ajpilnil that danger It wnald I»e to no porpoie 
•1 to thi* particular that we irpUrrd that corpt by an adeoiatc l>«ly of 
OUT own troops If tbme troopa In raie of an lora. I m of hU lllghntu a 
territorie* by the Mihrittai^ aWild not Ik* at liberty to aailil In repelling 
U I trhleh bowerer li ibe predicament that onr detachment ilood In dor 
Inp the late contcat between tbex two powem 
There I probably one point at lentl that Axiro nl f)mra wonW conil- 
der as an Indlipenwible condition In inch an Turangr loent ai we arc now 
coateraphulng though he were eren to ware loslitlog on a geoerildcrcmire 
ainaoce against the Mahrattas ] and that b a pojhlre engagement to lopport 
the tnccesilon u It might be settled by the nomination of the Nliam (or In 
olberword* byhimself) against all opponents wbatsocrer Nowiucban 
engagemetit might happen to place oa in opposition tn the Mahrattas 
who opoatbe Mzam a oettb might l»eclIipoien to faroor some other Pre 
tender to the Mninadt and pemsilng to rcalntain bb cease make It ex 
tremelj difficult If t>ot tmpoialbte fair us to arold a srar with lLem< Here 
is an Impediment that desenea to be well consWered and weighed against 
the adrantages of the measore Immediately In question 
In regard tn the resirlrtlona under which onr detachment has hitherto 
terred, I am of opinion that srUbont their being reojored. no body of 
troops that ire might supply to replace Raymond a corps woolo compensate 
to the NUam for tu lota, since white they continue* they most opmte aa 
hitherto to deprire him of lu aervieea In cues perhaps of the first Im 
porl&nce la hla estitnartoo BesWea ihoogh theW restrictions were pro. 
perly earrogh established by us ret they are considered and not entliely 
without reuon u great hardshfpa hr the court of Hyderabad between 
which and the GoTenuaent of Poonab there inhsistj a sort of tacit con- 
rentlon whereby the foreea of bb Illghneu bare not only occasionally 
passed tbroogh the oiheria terriioilM but eren acted against the Polvgara 
tributary to both states (as (hose of Shorrpoor and Oudwnul } nitbout any 
risible (Ejection on the part of the Alabrattas. Me certal^y could not 
now relax from the rigidnea of our practice In theie particutirs without 
glring offence and fumbhlog a fust jpnond of comjjaint, to the Qorem- 
ment of Poonah ) but on the otiier hand the pecuuar nature of the case 
would appear to warrant a hope thot the difficulty might be surmounted 
by means of a suitable repretentation to the cotut of Poonab, made In con- 
cert witbtthat of Hyderabad. 

But bowerer practicable it should be to obtain the acquleiceoce of the 
Mahrattas In these points or with whaterer Indifference they might riew 
eren our detennlnanan to interfere la the iCitlement of the succession to 
the Uutund of Hrdcribad, it can scarcely l»e doubled that such an exten- 
sion of our defensire engagements with the Nizam and such an augmenta- 
tion of our detachment serring with him as abore spoken of would excite 
lu them conildefabic jealousy and alarm The consequences to which 
tendmeots of this kind might lead are not difficult to conceirei and 
though they are not perhaps, Ineiltable, yet in measanug the adrautages 
at^nst the disadraDragea or the procetolng under -dlscnssioa* It may be 
right (and wlU at least* be the safest way ) to take tbeae last In the ex 
treme. Andhere It Is properl should ackoowMgemyownlDCompeteDcy 
and the laperior means of the Residency at Poonah to appreciate with 
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flue exactness and cj'ronterccrtnintv, the extent of the efTccls Ciipahlc of lie- 
111}^, or likcl) to 1 ) 0 , produced on thcIVInhrntta Go\crnmcut hy the dificrcnt 
incn'^nrcs in quc'^tion 'I’hnt Ilcsiidcncv nl^o mil he host able to ascertain 
how far, and to svigs^cst in w’hal innnncr, it inav he possildc to reconcile it 
to those measures On this last head I bhall, for my own part, only ven- 
ture to hint, that perhaps an ofler to admit it to a participation of any ad- 
\nntnpcs granted to the cotirt of Ilvdcrabad, might conduce to remote its 
objections to the arrangement , and that though the Mahrattas are not 
hkch cter to stand in need either of our troops, or our guarantee against 
the Kwam, ^ct they might not be unwilling to accede to the projected 
Treaty with bis Higbncss, on condition of our agreeing to a defensive alli- 
ance with them against Zemauii Shah and the Sciks, which it may sooner 
or latcj- be adiisnblc for us to do with other mows besides that of propitiat- 
ing them in regard to the ob)ccts of (he present enquiry 

In conclusion, and on an attcntiie review of all that has been advanced, 
I have no hesitation iii declaring it to be my opinion that of the four dif- 
ferent modes which hate been suggested for arriving at our oliject with re- 
gard to the corps of Raymond, the one calculated to nccoin''hsh it wath the 
most promptitude and efficacy, and the least liable to failure, is the fourth 
or last It must at the same time be confessed, that owing partly to a 
certain unaccommodating and illilicml spirit in the Government, and partly 
to the generally disordered state of its finances, our present detachment 
suffers incoincnienccs on the scoie sometimes of pay and at others of pro- 
visions, that would, ns well as the unpleasant expostulations and discus- 
sions to w Inch they occasionally gue rise, be but too hkely to increase w'lth 
any coiisidcrable augmentation of its numbers The most effectual way 
of preicntmg these difficulties under a new' arrangement w'ould probably 
be by procuring the assignment of one or more districts known to be ade- 
quate in point of revenue to the discharge of the subsidy , and, in their 
other resources, to supplying the remaining wants of the troops Kitrpnh 
alone, if not entirely, woula yet, in a great measure, particularly w'ell an- 
swer these puriioscs ; at the same time that our possession of it would, on 
account of its local position with regard to the north-eastern parts of 
Tippoo Siiltnun’s dominions, add considerably to the secunty of the Car- 
natic, and especially of tlie Sircars Whether the jealousy and discontent 
which that Prince would no doubt conceive at our gaining even a footing 
of so limited a nature in Kitrpnh ought to mnkeus w'ave so great an advan- 
tage, IS a point for the consideration of others 

It would likewise, in the event of such a connection between us and the 
Court of Hyderabad ns the one in contemplation, particularly behove us to 
be on our guard against the arts which the latter might be but too apt to 
practise for the purpose of provoking an attack from the Mahrattas, and 
with tlic secret view of prosecutmg ii. that case, by our means, some pro- 
ject of resentment or aggrandisement v- 

T.ieonly remaining precaution that occurs to me as particularly neces- 
saiy to'be taken in case ofa material augmentation of our troops at Hyder- 
abad, respects the selection of not only their commander, but of all the 
pnncipal officers , in whom it would be desirable, for obvious reasons, that 
temperate and conciliatory manners, a just solicitude for the maintenance 
of the national character, together with a competent knowledge of the 
customs and language of the country, should be joined to the qualifications 
more properly piofessional 



050 


Al I rNPIX 


A offt /♦ 4imrttt 


Ptj^f 639 rm»*tjA In lu mnre mtndncJ khk dNtlry mounted on 

honn Urt prtrpertj’ of the &lmr( *nd U f*iul\«Jent to »h*t »e rtlt Ite sli*>U 
kawofTIppooSuWtun At the Court of li>dcx»bid howttcr h b*i cotnt to be 
awtkd more pmmllT behip nvd Ihcfo to denote wb»t m^T otbenel*< he olkd 
Lae bou«botd of body Ruard* compfehending foot ■» wtH ta bone and the com 
mtnder* of which h*\e been comrooolfdbtlogoHbed by tbeippcIUtJooof/** roA 
Selii\ Sird-tn By the ia nteuit that p^Uad dliriikiB arooeg the 

Omraa of tbla itUe beoM by the cbWt of the /Vw/^oA It w»s entablhhed by the 
Ute Sbuma td Omn, priodMl caramaoder of these tioofa and aonietliDca called 
cocamaniler la ddef of the Nltam • army He had a creat jealousy of the indueoee 
of Aalm al Omra, vbom be vas much In the habit of o ppe winedorioghb life time 
lie died at early in the Ute war with Tlppoo buttaao, karlngan tnUataon 

on whom the NUam conferred the title of bis Utber (or Shomt ul Omra) as well 
aithe priadptl command of the Pw goA DutlbouchthisyouthU,laemaet)Ucnct 
ttrktlyspeahmgjtbc chief of the PiragitA yet his maUmalm)ckaiMigajnlJao,UmJid 
odDowM bu hHberto been more Ufoallycoasldered as sacb Next Id rank of this 
party to Umjld ud DowUh Is OMtlmeca, «bo b HkewUe a kinsman of Sboms al 
Omra. The mort effldeot member of U howrser tin lately was tuppned to be 
Mahooiaed Asm Khan who atpfted, as It was thoogbt, to the statkm of reU 
nlster bat wbo U at present a state prisoner la the fort of Ooteenda. Thb party 
cootlaocd Its opposition to Azltn al Omra. t/ter the death of tbt elder Sbonss td 
Omra, and In Caot were la eonhiaetlon with Ooriad Kishto the Mahiatta \ aVecJ 
at the N'lmn's Ceart, the framers of thetreaty of KhardUh. which led to Ifltdid 
not aetoaHy itipolate by a cccret artkle. tbt surreodcr of the mlobter's person 
Bat tht rictory of tbo Pongah party to this Instance was of short duritloQ; for the 
Klxtm had scarcely got to Uyderaliad when be (SbamTcd, or was to 

bellere that bis honour and Interests bad been basely sacrldeedoo that occasion. In 
cooaeqoeoce, the aettremerabers of the party aeon fdl into disgrace { but as Urojld 
ad DowUh either was not omsldered as UlBoc onder thb deacrlpticm or was 
thought to hare atoned for his past errors by his early separatloo from hU coi- 
leafoet, be escaped tbelr lambhtoent The credit of the party bu since been 
rtfBdl^ on tb# decline, tnanmo efa that It may be doobted whether It b any longer 
an cfcjefit ol sdBdtade to ol Onua, thom^ hmtofore -my mneh his dread. 


Page 639 That we most depend prindpaDy If not loiely on our own artaote 

menti for Intercepting deserters, kc. from the Carrsatic, will appear from the an- 
swer ooce ghen to the resident apoo hb eoropialnlng to the Nliam. s mlnUtm 
that hb Hlghness'i JumOt and other officers did not duly exert themadTes to pre 
T^suA peraoca from enterlog Into or proceeding through tbefr respectiTe <fls- 
^ t he mori watdrfal and aetlTe offleera of your Ooreinment (said they) 
caanrtpment deaertera from paaabig thnw»#i and esfcapin* beyond the Company's 
mmtiy H cannot bt a matter of atnprbe that they thooU be able to the 
Tigitance of ours.” 
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APPENDIX B 

Extract of a Letto fi om Jacob Bosanquet, Esq , Chan man of the Court of 
Directors, to the HonoinaMe Jonathan Duncan, Governoi of Bombay, 
dated East Bidia House, 1st June, 1798, 

France is now fitting out a considerable fleet in the Mediterranean, the 
destination of which is unknoivn , amongst other objects, the conquest of 
Egypt has been mentioned, and though I do not think it very probable, 
either that the attempt will be made, or that it could succeed if it was, I 
think It IS impossible for us to be too much upon our guard, as we know 
India to be one of the gieat objects to which the French at present are 
directing their attention By every thing that I can collect, it appears 
that both the conquest of Egypt, and the conveyance of a force down the 
Red Sea, might be earned into execution by France under certain cir- 
cumstances, and therefore what is not impossible, ought always to be 
looked to ivith a certain degree of caution by prudent men All I pro- 
pose by this letter is to call your attention to the subject, and to recom- 
mend you to neglect none of those precautions that you maj think may 
reasonably be employed to frustrate any attempt of the French, either to 
pass a body of men to India surreptitiously, or by the more open mode 
of really taking possession of any part of Egypt 

A true Extract Jonathan Duncan 


APPENDIX C. 

An Absti act of the piesent State of Ttppoo Sultaun By Captain {subse- 
quently Sir John') Malcolm 

In drawing up the Abstract I have neither time nor information to take 
a wide range, I shall therefore confine mvself to a few principal points 

The nature of the intelligence on which the knowledge of the Sultaun’s 
designs and actions is founded must create diffidence in any person who re- 
lates them I have made it a rule to assume no fact that is not minutely 
corroborated by two or more persons who were employed for the same pur- 
pose of obtaining mtelligence, but who, from circumstances must have 
been wholly imacquainteu both ivith the persons and occupation of each 
other 

I mean to arrange this abstract under three general heads 

1st Themihtary force, which will include the fixed establishment Tlieir 
present strength, mode of pavment, state of discipline, principal military 
officers, their characters, their estimation with Tippoo, garnsons, and their 
present state 

2nd Ihe revenue department State of his treasury, alterations of his 
mode of management, pnncicipal revenue officers, their characters and 
estimation 

3rd Late occurrences, present stations of troops, policy of the Sultaun, 
and reflections 

1st Military Force The fixed eslabhshmcnt of the Sultaun’s standing 
army is as follow’S — ^Three Kutcherries of reppilar cavalry called Askars, 
each to consist of four Mokums, of 1000 horsemen each, ainounting to 
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12 000 Three hotcbmlrt of UreCTUr cnraIrT called Sain Sllbhrltrn 
IndUrtTcntlT eich Katcherrie lo coniut of foor nimllu of 1 000 men each 
12 000 Tiirte hotcherriM of rnrnlar InfmliT callcil Jle^h | each Km 
cberrie coruUU of four Cu»hooa«, of ^ (TOO Qrelochi luH elphi field pieces 
lire balteriaffeuM lod two camel loid of UockeU atUebed > men <9 000 
field plecw 129 ind lutterio? piM 32 One hoicberrla of SUrej lo con- 
ilft of two Cmhootrt called ftfid who artconjWeredai 

the raanli of the Sultaun geoenllr do fori dotf i 8 000 men ilxteco 
field piece* lod four bitterlojf (joo* One Kotcherrie of pUcemeo railed 
JcUoo that attend ilwip* the Haitian • periofi 2 000 One Kulchcmeof 
pIoQrtr* 8 000 A Kateberrle of Carnatic peom called Hoodcr who are 
cmplojed In colleclinff the rmenoea mm] a^ pirrliona lo imall forta 8 000 

Ahitract of CatahtUhed rorte 
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AboQt 500 hare been lateljr entertained and thoot^h admitted on the 
atrea^ hare aot ^et Jolaed thl* corpa as both men and bone* are jret 
tralDiag; I 300 of the Mrsea were broogbt from Poonah and 200 hj ahipa 
to Man^^re. 

N D There are beildea these many local corps of peons that are not 
beloded. " 


N B Thoaf;h no corns of OoletMlaoxe* or jranocr* are stated In the 
tbore they are sopposed attached as well as fun Usaws 
N B Indenendent of the horse abortrowWoued there arc about 800 
or Loottes, who foBow the army and whose oecopaJloa Is plnnf^ 
The establishment has nerer been completed j Ju present itrenreth, from 
the best Information 1 hare may l»e reckoned as follows — Hejmlnr horse 
OOOOj Irreeular horse 7 OOOj Tl^^arlnranlry 30 000 

Guardi ’rti. Ahmssiy and Anid^h d OOOi l.£00i tfitmteTi 

6 000 1 Carnatic peons 8 000 


Abstract of real Strenj^ 
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N B I hare not ret Included haiterin* pms. field niece* or rockeU 
Ima^lnjnff he bas at oil times as many of there u he can transport, and also 
as many elephants ^eli and draught and cwruura cattle u he erer can 
require , bo has with his anny 100 mnlea, which w reported to be for Ids 
guns ^ 
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Tippoo's European or Ft enrh Force, as li is called, consists as folloies — 





CO 


Ul 

tL. 

S 

o c 

■s s 

5: p. 

U O 

S fh 


o 

h! 

W 

w s 

C3 

Lally’s Party 

4 

40 

350 

Lately arrived from the JMaiiri tins 

6 

50 

100 

Total 

10 

90 

460 


Pay and the Mode of Payment 

The mode of payment of the army differs as much as the troops do of 
which it IS composed 

Tlie Askars or stable horse receive a monthly net* pay of twelve rupees 
The horses are the property of the Circar, at whose expense the men 
are clothed and armed 

The horses of the irregular caialry^ belong either to the Commander or 
the horsemen, and the Circar pay a regular monthly sum for each, 40 rps 
a Hindoo horseman, and 46 to a Mahomedan If a liorse belonging to 
the irregular cavalry is killed on service, the Circar to pay a stated price, 
and half of all plunder is considered as the Circar right 

The Sultaun has lately ordered that the Jimmidars of the irregular 
horse should have lands {Jatdads) assigned them for payment in heu of 
receiving cash from the Treasurj’^ 

The regular infantry are divided into three classes, which receive a net 
pay as follows — Istf class, 10 rupees per month, 2nd ditto 8i ditto , 3rd 
ditto, 7 ditto 

The AssouduUha and Alimedu or guards, formerly received 5 nipees 
per month , and were victualled by the Circar, but I am informed they 
now provide themselves and receive monthly 15 rupees 

The pikemen per month, 10 rupees , the Carnatic peons, 5 ditto , the 
pioneers, 8 ditto , golahdanzes, 10 ditto, gun lascars, 7 ditto 


• I stile it net pay, because all the troops have a nominal pay, exceeding consi- 
derably what they actually receive, a circumstance which anses from the difference 
of exchange in the Circar payments, and in the Bazaar 

+ All these three classes meet in one kutcheme, of which they compose different 
bessallahs — ^Between the two first, the difference of pay is made on account of the 
difference of size and appearance, they do similar duties The third class are 
subordinates, put on all duties of fatigue, and mto gamson, but never hardly 
brought mto action 
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LtUy • party trt paW by contract Tbe Pnltaonallom llie Coramaodant 
for each huroncan bor»croan 50 rupees per month j for cadi Hampw 
foottoWier 36iflUo| for Coffrica awl baJf^ t 2ftdUto, fir came V 
poy*. I6ditl0| fora cno fiOOilUioi for on elephant 12 pajwUi i for hn 
own pay ai Comouodaot 2000 mpeM 

From thli allowance^ tbo Coromindao! U obUffwl to pay whalcTcr officen 
1w may Iwre la hit partr alwi to pnrcluuc and feed honci for hit ca 
nlry and to find bullocki forUla^o and to cloth awl ann hti party 
N D —The troopi tin not rtedre tbeU* pay rc;pilarly but are leldotn 
more than ftrar raonthi In orreora. 

The OoTemment broefiiJ con^IJerabljr br kerplnj; the tronpf in aman 
fromanlnitUotlonortheSallaan* of nhank called Tc^rr which 

ii kept In camp by the aerranu of the rircar j bere caih li Wit at hipb m 
tcreai to the ironpa for onlcra on their aman by which lotcrt^l awl a 
doable manajretntnt of ibe exebao/pj a aoldler U ;fenera1Iy defrauded near 
one-alilh of hU pay 

The pay of the reipilar army U the aeme Ift the Geld tod garriion Iml 
their conatUution tnppom them alwayaencimpetl. 

DUtipTtne — Mllh re«rd to dlidpllnc the chief atlmiron of the Suluan 
aeetnt ilin directed to hii tlnfantiT The re^jnlar cavalry exereWe In body 
They march rtOTlariy In file — form Inline and char^ The Irre^pilar 
horte hare no dUcipllDe whatever The Infantry are aaid to be much Inv- 
proved lince hut war The polaitdaniea or artllW) are aUo kept In con 
atani praetlee 

The whole of hit army Is kept In a itate of nctWItr-^orementf are 
perpetuak— «nd no kutcherrieoren boon Uerer allowed to remain more 
than two yean and leldom toloftclnnny atjtkm 
The regular army are tlmoataitTayalnihefiebl except during the mon- 
•oon wbeo It U cantoned but teldomany part of It li put la gnrrhoD ex 
cept the gaanlr whodo duty lo Serlngapatam 

Priuef^ O^err# ud Etifmafhm —The SulUun emplori hit otEcera In a 
rirQand mEitaryUae aa the oceariondeinand^but IiwI Intbli place only 
mention thwe wbo may be deemed bU chief 'mUJtajy Commanders 
The flnt it lileer Commar u Deco an oCficer of ncknowIedR^brarery 
and ability— be It idoIUed by the army and therefore, an object of lea 
looty to theSultaun who li however tenjlble of bit luperior merit and 
elwaya employa him lo entet of emeffreocr 
Reia Sabcb comowolr called the Hanky Nabob a relation of the buJ- 
tanni andinhlgh Cftimallon Hohet the character of belngabrareofficer 
but U acknowledged Impetuout and beaditroDg lie Ii about thlrtr veart 
of a^ ' ^ 

Iftiomnl Kin of W.km Kino Kilrab of Sorcoort-M office 

of merit end tn farour with the SoltaniL. 

Sji Gboffer fOToieriy CoDuosodiuit lo Ibe NfJjob I icirlra at Taojore— 
e-^taxparlaooaaod brorary lo'’f.aooa 

Maar Jlota D Daao Iwtar looito by tha oatoe of Syd Sabab— a loSaar 
noa ba bu baao bualy aoi 
ployad, Ihoosb henlUb^ Ugb military aootmind. Haponaaaaattecon 

fidence of the SolUnn who U married to bit deurhter + 

Folaro Daao lodMaarNaior All ara alwOblaH of aabmadoo 


fhaia !■ ooe of tho« Ctrear rfmp, or UolaJ rritb crarr dataaHnaot. 

t Who died about twehe dryi aps 



APPENDIX. 


655 


Ganisoils — f/icn State — The Sultauu has expended great sums m ira- 
pro\cments, or rather additions to the works of Senngapatam, on which 
he has been craploved ever since the conclusion of the peace in 1792 I 
cannot form any distinct idea of the natme of the works he is constructing 
— from what I have liithcrto lieard, one account says, he is carrying 
two walls round the fort, each of which is of much more strength and so- 
lidity than the old one, ivliich is destroyed as the new work advances, but 
of vliicli not one half ts yet flushed 

Another states he is also occupied in cutting a broad deep ditch across 
the island, from the Denali Daulet Bagh to the south branch of the nver 
There is to be a drawbridge over the ditch opposite to the east gate of the 
fort, and the only high-road to the fort to be over it 

It is highly probable that he will weaken instead of strengthen his 
capital, by multiplying unnecessary works, particularly as no account 
mentions their being under the direction of an European engineer 

Bangalore and Ossore have both been destroyed The former has not been 
so completely demolished as the latter Many parts yet remaining entire, 
particularly the east gate and the lower parts of most of the rampart, a 
circumstance which would seem to have originated more in the unskilful- 
ness of the miners than any design 

Both Savendroog and Neindydroog have been repaired and stored with 
provisions The other garrisons remain much in their former state ,"hehas 
built a small fort and pettah close to Old Mysore 

Q.nd Revenue Depui iment, state of Treasury — Although it is generally 
leported among the nations that Tippoo has, by assessments on the inha- 
bitants of his remaining teriitoncs, repaired the breach that was made m 
his treasury at the peace of 1792 A moment’s reflection will shew the 
fallaciousness of this idea Tippoo paid to the aUies three fcrores and 
thirty lack, which is considerably more than two year’s revenue of the 
country left m his possession He has had not only the current expences 
of his Government to defray, but to repair the ravages of war which may 
surely be calculated to have depnved him of at least six months nett reve- 
nue Independent of this, he had to remount great part of his cavalry, 
and to purchase or make up both arms and stores to replace those that 
were destroyed or lost dunngthe war MTien to this we add the vast sums 
expended on the fortifications of Senngapatam, on which 6000 men have 
been at work for near six years, we cannot suppose his revenues, which 
do not amount to one and a half croie, have more than met his annual 
expenditure 

If this IS the case, his treasury cannot contain more than two crores at 
the utmost, as between five and six crore w^as the greatest supposed amount 
at the conclusion of the peace, out of which he paid three crores and thirty 
lack, and in all probability, that amount was exaggerated 

Alterations in management — Tippoo has Varied m many points at diflfer- 
ent penods from that mode of management which was presenbed in a code 
of revenue regulations which was translated mto English, and pubhshed in 
Calcutta in 1/92 * 

It IS an ascertained fact that he has not collected so much from his coun- 
try as his father, a circumstance which may be asenbed to his chiefly em- 
ploying Mussulmen, Assofs, and Aumildars, which Hyder seldom did — 
The Hindoos still do the busmess, but are more venal from having less 
responsibihty 

Among the greatest changes that have taken place lately in his revenue 


*' Indeed I believe those never v ere observed 
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jyitetn rnty Ik trclonrH that of Mi itranilnj' MuffnrJ Unfit to imrif of tli 
ralHunr rommiwlen for the malnlroanrr of llimuflrei awl p«rlr ud 
liU haUojf dimlnlihcd mDch ibf nomlHT of irreonc officen tjraUo(llfl;f 
loiy^ tninafemeDti No annf ti tmtr apMlntril lo o coantry tbi( dot* 
prmnee a lack and no \ijrnlli|ar tn onp tiiKicr thirty ilifmiaa I 

CiU/ Hermnf" Offierr CkwTnrim—S^ llie Ir^I of the mroae nfficen 
may be placed ileer Mahomed Sadab (Dnaa ) tnnhlcb hl^fi •faijoo wi» 
promotM br Hyder from Iwlnf c«ifr«l lo ibe army fie Ii ao able man 
dcTOted to the will of the bnlfaun, with whom be U eileetnetl a faronrltet 
be li armmted a prudent ataleiman and a nmol' adrlier of peace 
Meerllatan lunther Ir^^lan* inCummera Dero anolljcerbli*h JnlmiU 
Sled Mahomed Khan on officer of bijjb repute In the rerenup line 
Punefn //■rorarer—lle «ii In ihc aame cmployroeat trlth ilydcri he 
b repntM an able financier 

There are beildet many rerrroe officer* of rrpulatloD whom I hare not 
mentioned from want of lofficlcot Information lo apeak of llietn with 
exactneij 


Drtt^ tftcfMrrncft thtr jMMsam Imran pot lo ibb part of 

the acengnt to take a Ion;' retfrupeei 1 *hall ronfiiw niywlf to ihJ* year 
and bnefly state tho«e occurrence trhlch appenr moa nwthy of note 

the Saluun Joined Id* ramp near Srrlni^paum and pob- 
I that he w»i RoIn;f totrard* Maojjalore, nherr It waa rxmjoared lere 
ml French ihipi veerc expected with Iroopi cm board j to thU tea* aibied a 
that the '^ultann meant on thefr anlnil lo attack the noj;lr<h 
tfl ich ;^ned force from the amimilancc of all appltcallonr for Icare be 
|0X dwirf and a matchelka (or obbi^torr nolr) uVen from each aenoy 
that M l fam ily wii abewe tie ChtuU, 

>r*rtrr»y — Tlnpoo trai reported next to hare ehan|jed bb Intenthm of 
roinr lowanb Man-nalore and to hare turenl Kl» tbonshu tJ>vmdi tuiU 
!f^" , ^'^bem frontier In order to Inllmbljte the ilahnttaj who bad 
ponded wren year* orrear* of Cboui atvl al o nlth s netr to »Ult the 
ec^mted leertadah al hey*ennooru< whore mured or durfple he bad 
MxloM to l^mc lie receircd ami dwpatched ngalo In tbli 
moDih a mkeel from IVicaU ' 

“f •nof » rilU™ cillcd Araktni, 
'■"f d«p .0.1 from It dttacbed tio 

o"" 'l“«lIo.C.r,.| JIccr Suiok lit Motba- 
"" l.nJj to ibo Jemmbbu. of SiUJ.bd.br borw 
V^^ly to the new •yilcm of aopportio^ them that he had reaolred 

to a place on the banki of the 
a 4*m mile* from SeHo*apoiam to •uperintend the repair of 

feaiL returned lothcdty lobepreceot allbe lUtntan 

Ttl ym tkbe-n. V>. iA\ *»^rt lo poia ou to encamp near Motta 

tn nch IkS^ to m ^ SrindUh and report laW he ™ 

boUv Meet Badok^ajwt n^*^f**^ ^ na attack on the baltmin^t but that 
-U tteir influence to prerent neb 

me Duitann i troop* In coiueqaence of 


hont, -wbo wm fot..Iiii ““ "''Sj" 

pa taro. Thl* matter 

t So In cop7 bat moat probably the Nham 
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Inp nhlcli ll U notr iboujjlil b« !• molwl ap<m u lent! had b«n teot 
from the fort to hU «inp 

Jtiv —At It rrjMjrted he meMt to lake the rotrte or 

OooltT toirtrd* bli caMcm frontier It l>eIrfTcd he meant to InT»rIe 
the Carnatic I tndtfih np^rt nnif nek •» {mpreuhmiktt 
kti left tie lUiwiil tie 10/A •/June for ifenre f:vee « • m**n 
rkeninirm^tat ti ta tieir tkel tkev i*H refet^iutn tie Sul 

/«a#«rai/ tnJ teere a/rat4 ^ knite' paaisknl ieJnr the finU 

when Tipp^i ileteeuM Tlil< belW and aUrra mwM apfvflir the natnral 
etTect of the oath he had rerjaired of bli troopi and the tnatcbelka be had 
one month before eiactrl 

Pretext Pitkin ef tmpt — Ifatlajr oow finliHed the detail of Mi iran^ 
actlofli for tb^e fr«r nontht pail I ahall >tate what I t^llere to be the 
preteot poiltkifi of hli Iroopi 

lie hai Imoiedtatel}’ with him eneamped near the French rncki bis foo. 
Foitee Iljder (^ramnr a I)eeo and aft ibe prioripal ollictra both cWI 
and mlTliary of hli eoualrp 

At hit armr are for eontenlence encamped In nar1I« at ibe distance of 
a few rollet, 1 ihalt alate for the tale of penplmfi]* nndrr nor bead 

IfU whole armf on the blind and In the enrironi of Vrim^patam that 


eonW be tusemWed In two <Uya— 

Uejpiltr hone C 000 

irrej»nUrt • 3,500 

HcfftiUr Infantry H 000 

Fikeinen 1,500 

Oannen and Lascan ?f)00 


lObalteriof ennt aw] dO field pWes co thliiide tbenter SOelepbaots 
100 ffloiet 100 catseb and 1,500 dnngbt bulloe^ t In camp ai manf 
more at are wantnt wIiMn two da|t oartb, at fura^ 

C<rrlt«A #/ 

The Qa&fdter Abmedf and A&ioodBlUb 1000 

lafantrj* 2nd Kotcher^ I 000 


Total 


4JOOO 


Troopthi the IlarponellrdblJ^ aetlocBcaJnrt 
the Aonacoondr najah. under the command 
of Mahomed hTian and Maborned Ah /ettuh 
Selbdan or Irregular earalry- 1000 

Uegular Infantry 3 ooo 

At OooUy UDder Kbtnapah and BaoLer De'' 

Infintry . " 4 OOO 

Some Infantry are lUtl on the Malabar coati and i «ne sUUbdar hnr»e 
and a Urge party of infantry at Sadatbaragur ; a-id tUo tome of the SlQab- 
uaiH bofte and Bytdt at forage In different parta of the country 
Petiej! ef tie Sf^nm tud Trjteeti 9 »*nit 
Jppoo h generallT deacrlbed aa a Prince esiaiUy deatltute of bomanUy 
andiwtm, at one whoie pattkina e»er triumph orer bit Judirnjent- 
^terer ygumenU may be brought agtlt^ the fif»t part of thb acen 
aatlon froffl the^tmatof bU tubJecU the tyrannical cruelty be ex 
erei^ on hU Englith prbonera, udU erer wimnt their coootrymen In 
■ffiTiwr on hit name 

fu to the pdnU I am not dUpoted to aflow them jort eu general 
poriUont Hh conduct ilnce the peace of 1792 hu ihcwn that tbooghhe 
potteaaet thoae feelfngt wbich are aUowed not only to be natural, but ho- 
Dourmbk in a humbled Monarch (rii. a ipirit of ambition to rwam kut 
power and fame, and a tplnt of rerenge agaliut the State that haa humbled 
Mm) Yet that he putroet there object*, not rriih that heedlet* and Im- 
palient rage that characterlic* a man guided wholly by hit pattlons but 
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With that unremittinp; activity and zealous warmth which we nould look 
for in a Pnnce, who had come to a senous determination to endeavour by 
every reasonable means in his power to rep;ain what he had lost 
To prove what I have said, I shall take a short retrospect of the leading" 
features of his conduct since 1792 

This was first marked by an honourable and unusually punctual discharge 
of the large sum which remained due at the conclusion of the peace to the 
allies Instead of sinking under his misfortunes, he exerted all his activity 
to repair the ravages of war He began to add to the fortifications of his 
capital — to remount his cavalry — to recruit and discipline his mfantry — to 
punish his refractory tributaries — and to encourage the cultivation of his 
country, which was soon restored to its former prosperity 
He next (near two years after the war) took the wise resolution of de- 
stropng Ossoor and Bangalore, as he had seen they were easy conquests to 
the English, and served them both us useful posts to cover their convoys 
and secure their depots for their gram and military stores , this was surely 
the action of a man who had henefitted by experieiu e 
Dunng the first two or three years he seemed wholly devoted to domestic 
arrangements — when all was settled he found himself at liberty to engage 
again m politics 

He appears first to have mtngued at Hyderabad, ivith a design to sepa- 
rate that Court from the English interests, but without success 
An important scene soon opened, the imprisonment of Aznn-ul-Orarah 
and the contemptible interregnum (if I may term it so) at the Court of Hy- 
derabad This added to the divisions at Poonah and the dechinng health of 
the Nizam offered a fair prospect The Sultaun took every step that pru- 
dence could suggest to make the most of the opportunity without involv- 
ing himself in any risk till success was highly probable, if not certain He 
sent a large and well appointed detachment to Ghootty under one of his 
ablest officers (Syd Ghoffer) on the pretext of enforcing payment of some 
of his unsettled claims on Karnoul 

At this period, Nana Furnavcze, who was expelled from Poonah by the 
dread of Scindiah’s power, solicited the Sultaun’s aid, who, aware ot the 
ex-Mimster’s influence and wealth, flattered him with the promise of support 
The improvement of the Nizam’s health — the return of Nana to 
Poonah. The emancipation and restoration to power of Azim-ul-Omrah, 
— events as extraordinary as they were unexpected, disappointed the suc- 
cess, but did not impeach the wisdom of the Sultaun’s scnemes 
His French visitors, of whom he had several, flattered him with hopes of 
future success agamst the Engbsh, the power with whom he was naturally 
the most exasperated , but he does not appear to have entered into serious 
negotiations with any of them before beptember, 1/97, when two gentle- 
men from the Mauritius made him large offers of aid, and induced him to 
send a vakeel to the islands authorized, (as would appear from Governor 
Malarttc's proclamation) to enlist whatever number of Frenchmen could he 
induced to enter the Sultaun’s service 

He has had of late some correspondence, both with the Courts of Poonah 
and Hyderabad, of what nature I know not — but he is well versed in Mah- 
ratta politics, and knows that they solicit foreign mterference, more with a 
view of intimidatmg domestic foes into some arrangement, than with any 
senous intention of using it — and he also knows that whatever appear- 
ances Azim-ul-Omrah may from political design assume, that he is his fixed 
enemy on principle 

From what I have stated, I infer that the policy of the Sultaun is obvi- 
ously to regain his former power, and that ail hio intrigues and prepara- 
tions, whatever may appear their immediate object, are uJtnnately directed 
against the English, on the principle that it is their declared and invariable 
policy to check his aggrandizement 

But at the same time, I do not think he wnlldciiate from that line nhich 
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he hB oW™ly hitherto pmerred of not tTi^gln hoitllltle. ^ iK 
eeo b hlrhlT wobihlo U ool ctruln. 1 coniUer him it thb moment 
The French bnojed him op hope, of En^utd 
Kl^ rained, .nd of their .h.rini; nllt hlm-the 'errltorj. of Jhit kins 
dom In Ind.i-ind hire prohihlj it ill erenU prombed him the Imme- 

dUte CfMwnt^onof a Urpt fott« ,1 rn t 

On tb€ olhcT hand h© Hem with onrietf the tetnoai irmiMei of Poeoai 
TThfch certilnly now appear •prrwbtoff to acrUU and that he coojectoro 
tnaT afford him a faronrable onportunlu of actiM 

theie are rtaioni more than aoflldeot forWikeeplDir 10 lanre a foece 
Inmwllnrtt near Serinrapa***" •«* !♦ rro dooht bad the Trench 

been able to hare l«t>ded a respectable force at Mangalore at the Mmc pe 
Hod a.hkh ihcT did that cotHemptll k partr whlcb bare rcachf<l Seflopi 
nautn be wonH before thli hare rafn^ed la bortUlllet with the EocH*h— 
bat 1 cmnnot eoncelre for a tnoment that the aid he bai rcetlrtd wIU tempt 

him to to Wrf a tncworc , „ , 

Mt obleel l» ihU baity abilrect, hat been loleljr to thrtMr rich Ucht at 
my Information enabled me on the Snltmin a iltnaiton and rlewt (ht the 
conduct we thonld ti thU period ohierre towardi him t ihall not pretntn© 
to offer an opinion. The coniWcratlon of ibh Important point li fononatcly 
cntTTMted to tb^ nhoie hljh repntatlon leare* not a doubt but the Uoe of 
conduct they pome ontbUandeccryocradon will beihat which U b«t 
calcnlated to protnotc the pi«pcriiy of the BntUh nation 

JOIIIS WALCOLSI Prrtlan Interpreter 

ilidru \SikJMlf 1798 . 


APPENDLX D 

Fr*m Z<unn Sktk i9 Sir Sk^rr 

ReetltedSd Jnne 1793. 

At tHi time the treaty Oboolaora Ahmed Khun tbe Dewa-writCT In Hln- 
doitan after torin* the honour of paHnjf bli reapeett at the retplewlent 
pretence deteribcu to at tbe exceat of your attachment and Bdelitj which 
afforded m noch utlafietlon and prompted forlber morha of our faroar to> 
wmrtliTOU Itla ourlntentlon toriau Ill^oftao and at a nroperaeasoDahall 
accord^ly let out where we ahall eocoura^'e frieuda ana rwailac enemlea. 
TVe bare therefore now depnted Gboobnm Ahmed Klcan thither to eacer 
tain who are onr fneoda ano who are our enemlea which we will common 
nkmte aecordlnjtlyj let your mind bo perfectlr at cate and contloae to 
wallc In the path of alleffUDce and fldell^ Dated in tbe month of Zebldja, 
1211Hede^nTe aniwerin^ to done 1/97 

Frwm Zrmmuk SM (9 Sir Lmutie*. 

ReceSred 27lh May 1793. 

Ohoolliim Ahmed Khan, our De^Ta writer for Illodoatan, belojc ad- 
mitted into our pretence made ut happy by rcpreaentlnjj your attach 
meat and re^inL and caoted as incretae of our fatonr and ipiod will 
lowarda tou we bate ret Ired to rWt Hlndoatan, and by God • help the 
time will come, when we iball rHtc our royal tUndard In thcao conntrlet > 
cur ilctoriout annlet thall bring honour to tbe well affected and panlih- 
raent to the refractory For IhJi reaton, we hare sent before tu Gboolhnn 
Ahmed Khan to aicertaln who are our frlendi and who are onr 
cDcrolea you will In erarr retpert be confident and firm In your attach 
ment and regard cooaldering that you are corered with the royal ^rour 
Zikis* 1211 


Referred to at pi^ 166 
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APPENDIX E. 

Memoir, icitli Observations vn the probable invasion of Zemaun Shah, by 
Major-General Sir James Craig * 

The prominent feature in the politics of this part of the country, at the 
present moment, seems to be the threatened hostility on the part of Ze- 
maun Shah 

It cannot be denied that, if the mvasion mth which he menaces these 
and the neighbounng proiunces takes place, it ivill be an event produc- 
tive of much mischief at any rate, and pregnant mth no small degree of 
eventual danger, for it may be held as certain, that if he succeeds in his 
attempt so far as to penetrate to Delhi, he ivill become exceedingly for- 
midable The glare of victorv, the influence of religion, and the allure- 
ments of plunder, mil draw to his standard numbers probably greater 
than have appeared united m one cause since the days of Aurengzebe. 
On the one hand the Rohillas, and on the other every disaffected Rajah 
bordenng on the Mahratta dominions, mU look up to him as a deliverer 
and protector, and wdl hasten to unite their efforts to those which they 
. ivill consider as operating to their benefit While every unemployed chief, 
capable of coUecting a few followers, and impatient of a state of inacti- 
vity, mil eagerly embrace a new adventure, and wiU have the less hesi- 
tation in joinmg the invader, that his success seems to be already esta- 
blished as certain in the public mind , but great as this resource appears 
to be for the increase of his numbers beyond what his original army will 
consist of, it IS still looked on as less than that which he derive from 
the Seiks, whose country he must traverse ere he can reach the capital of 
the Mogul empire 

These people he cannot leave behmd him as enemies , i£ he reaches 
Delhi, It can only be after having conquered and reduced them to sub- 
jection, or, however improbable such an event may at present appear, 
after having concluded a treaty of friendship mth them In the latter 
case they will voluntarily loin him , in the former he will force them to 
do so , in neither can a regard to his own safety permit him to dispense 
mth their attendance, the only pledge be can have of their fidehty to 
their engagements , on these grounds it is that I have made the assertion, 
that if the Shah ever reaches Delhi, he will command a force, which in, 
point of numbers, at least, mil be truly formidable 

But the probability of lus ever making the attempt is doubted by many, 
and the chief foundation on which these doubts are built is, first, that he 
is not possessed of the necessary resources to enable him to undertake an 
enterprize of such magnitude, and next, that the same threats of inva- 
sion have been invanably held up these several years past, mthout their 
having ever produced any effect. 

With respect to the first of these arguments, I confess the information 
I have been able to collect as to the state of the Shah’s country, his reve- 
nues or his resources, is by much too limited to enable me to ground any 
solid argument upon, and I much doubt whether any account, that can 
be depended upon, relative to these points, has ever reached us yet , that 
his army is not deficient in numbers we have good reason to believe, and 
though it be admitted that he has not a treasure sufficient to mamtam 
them long, the hope of plunder, and attachment to a Pnnce, who, by 


* Referred to at page 270 
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CTcry iccoant »t*ncU Wch ia ihflr opinion tn»j nerertbclw* lad them 
on nodcr « Irarc •nbiUtenre in tbf confidmre of experiencing hN {a\\ur 
ffeneroiUj' in a lll>erml ihare of ihe ipolii tbey will expect to proenre for 

mm , fi 1 

The other orptitnenl haf olirar* anpeflced tnojt fnlile In raf eja 
thoujfh repeated oliitaclea mar bare Wibecto nrerented the acwrapliib 
ment of hii project can that drcumatance he uroairlil ai a proof that he 
will nerer be eJilc to attain It The exlrtCDCc of hli Intention li aicer 
taJned by hli barlD- the year before actoaliy reached Lahore In the 
attempt to com* it Into effect and ore tbe^e any pood prouodt for lma« 
pininp that the dlfficultlea which be bw hitbeno met and that t^bc rro-ion« 
which on that ocfoiion forced bim to qnJt bit enlcrpriie and i^nm to 
bU own dotnlnloni arc alwoya toexiatJ In troth we know or at leait ml 
oar aecounli lay that they hare In a prent mrainre actoally ceaicd by 
the lobjection of hli domeitic enemlei I think it ii pretty certain that 
he enjoyt at tbU moment a depree of InlcmaJ iranfjniUity to which bit 
rdra bai hitherto been a itraoper 

fiut on thli point let la ercr Dear in mind, (bat there li danper In belnp 
inWed by the idea of the Impracticability of the attempt | there it none 
In embracing the contrary opinion 

The bne of condact to be adopted towardi the Shah loppmlne him 
really to arry hU threatened plan Into efleet and whether we ihtll con 
ilder him u an eoetny la the Ant InttaDre* that b tbe moment hU lotcn 
tion U trowed by the adranee of bb forcea. or whether we ihall remain 
nncoDcemed ipectaton lo lon^ as be abitalni from aolesilnp os or onr 
liUea are loiijeeu of poUtleal and not mUIUry eonilderatlon i and In 
tendinp to eoofiae theie obaerratloM entirely to the latter riew of the 
inWect, I shall enter Into the former no fonher than may be necessary lo 
ord» to eoniider the mlllttry arranirMDejBU lo be adoptw la either ease. 
I the more readily decline enteriop mto thli question beeanse I confeai 
myself too little Informed upon the subject not to be extremely dUEdent 
of any o^nlon I mlpht ^opt upon It 
Excloilre of oiiradrea and our Immediate ally or dependent tbe fsahob 
Vbler the three preat powers that will appear In thb contest are tbe 
SUih the Sdks and the Mabrattasi and It ii a rery sinpnlar dmun 
stance attendlnp the relstlre sltoatlon of these powers, that they appear to 
he all three polaod by sach a rooted and determined animosity to each 
other that it aeemi at this moment scarcely poutble to e:mct that any 
two shonld unite in opposlUoo to the third. Could a rlew of thr common 
danper be held up to the Sdks and Msbrsttas In so itron^ a D^t as to 
induce them to lay aside their hatred to each other and to act with cor 
diility to arert It there u no doubt but that they mlcht offer a formidable 
opposition to tbe Shah shdraoce. I con/eas this U Tittle to be expected 
but the attempt Is well srorth the trial i an able resident irith the lilah- 
rattas miyht possibly succeed lo persuadinjc them to enter Into the neffo- 
tiatlon I 1 fear our relation with the Sdks U too feeble to admit of any 
communication with them upon the suyect If it Is not, enconra^fement 
from us might at least hare the effect of^unldng them among themselres; 
diionhed and distracted by Jealousies and animosities as they are at pre- 
sent It seems little probable that any considerable effort can be expected 
from them unless a point of union u offered, to wWeb all may loox, and 
which may serre as a common channel of conciliation between them 
After ill, the probability of reducing these people to any sort of co- 
operating lyitem espedsUy where the Alahrattas, who are considered by 
them IS thOT natural and inreterate enemies are to be parties most be 
rery smslL A sense of their danger bowerer and the Inreterate hatred 
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that ilic\ hear to the Vfirhanp, inn\ po‘-‘>ihlv hrin^r it nhout, and it may he 
north nhilc to conpider nhat inn\ be the line of conduct to be pursued 
in <urh an event, improbable ns it is 

nsohisivc of tiic Dou.ib. the Y^?^cr'^ dominions, includin;^ Rohiltnnd, 
are bounded bs the (Janjres, which forms to them n natural, and what 
would be n Airmidnblc, barrier, were it not fordable m so many parts 
durinir the dn .‘-cason, these fords however, from all the information I 
have Ixcn able to procure, arc confined to the space between Anopshirc 
and lliirdvvnr, tbonijb I believe that in u drv season there is also one at 
llamsant • \ Memoir, wbicli I have now before me, mentions by name 

fourteen of thorn, inelndmis those at the above mentioned places 

It IS of the first eon'concnce, that the whole of this space be examined 
bv able, active, and inTclii^cnt ofliccrs, of nmk and cxpcncnec, ctipable 
of dotcrmimn:^ the nositions to be taken, and the works to be erected, 
for the defenee of all tlic fords that may be found included in it, what- 
ever their number nin\ be Against an nrmv, consisting almost cxclu- 
sivclv of cnvuln, and tolallv unprovided with artillery, notlumr seems so 
eas\, as with well disposed works, and well served enns, to render fords 
iimf narrow parses of even’ sort almost inipraclicablc, the nature of the 
works to he erected, and the number of men and guns which their de- 
fence vviH require cannot he nseerfnined till this examination has been 
made On the former sulijcet, however, it may not be improper to ob- 
scnc, that these works should nil be enclosed, not only on account of the 
facility with which earnin' can turn them, but to prevent any bad conse- 
quence from nn\ possible attempts of the Tlohillns 

Tlic composition of the corps to be formed for the defence of this line, 
winch, in even’ possible light in which the subject can be viewed, and in 
cverv event ought to be prepared and occupied, seems naturally to fall to 
the Naboli’s troops, and nnpearc, indeed, to be ns vv ell adapted to them 
ns anv scnicc that can he allotted for them , each post should be occu- 
pied hv a proportion of cavalrv as vvcll as infantry, and his artillery ap- 
pear to he competent to even' thing tlint could be required of them 

The detail on this sulijcct, would be a matter of deliberation, to he 
founded upon the knowledge of the different spots to be occupied, and at 
any rate would he misplaced here 

Tlie upper part of the Ganges being thus secured, and if I am not 
mistaken, u verj little, but vvcll directed labour would render it effectu- 
ally so, — the remainder of the barrier may at any time he equally formed, 
by seizing and securing all the boats upon the nver, to effect this point be- 
yond the possibility of doubt, it would he proper not to depend upon the 
execution of the Nabob’s orders by lus auraiis and collectors — but upon 
the more certain effect of one or tvv'o good gun-boats, fitted up as gallies, 
which manned by strong parties of our Sepoys, might follow the promul- 
gation of the Nabob’s directions down the nver, and secure the certain 
execution of them, the boats should be lodged at Allahabad, or any inter- 
mediate posts winch It may be found expedient to occupy, except such as 
may be wanted for purposes hereafter specified 

I have already observed, that these preparatory measures, are totally 
independent of every consideration wnth respect to the conduct to be pur- 
sued by us, and ought to be adopted, whether it he found expedient to 
act in concert with other powers, or to depend solely on our own arms, 
and those of our ally, the Vizier 

Of the same nature, is that of putting the fortress of Allahabad into 
im immediate state of defence — by this I do not mean, the proceeding on 
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the pronotfd illmlkiDi bf^hkh ImlU be rrfldcrrJ in ■od 

impoTUmt lurrier lo ouf IwrJtorics ond s kpy to otbtr coonirk^bct I 
illnde to It* nroTidinp It with the newary irtUIerr wnmnaHion »na 
nroTl»lon». It 1» obnom that the work* which will be iT<jnIrH in tM 
former ctuc cannot be finlilird in time for anr pnfpote wnicn ran M 
the object of the prejent metnolri bnt Mclaiitc of the ilcp* ilrrady 
ojcotloDcd inch njouarw »boaJd be ImmeifijfrJy idopled with rt*peci to 
tbe wort* a* tniT probably be completed in time iod which tnay pite 
them e rery addjtwtui itrmpth they •« rapiblc of ■Umhllop 1 ^ no' 
at pre*ent prepared to pire « dcciilrc opinion on the *nbject not bsnnp 
lafficienlly cxitnlncd the pronnd with a fitw to It— bat It may be well 
worth coailderiop whether It wodd not I>e idniotipeoQ* to corer the 
front from rlrer to firer by a chain of detached rtdonbt* which wonld 
be erected In a ihort *pace of time and at little etpemc would be eo^Oy 
TOorded and render the proiecUon* olTordcd them br the wall* of the 
fort of preut defence eren apnlfut no enemy more iklllcd !o aiticki of 
that ootnre, {hu tbe one at preaent lo rlew— et the *ame time that they 
would form an excellent entrenched camp torccelrearetreatlDp or Inferior 
army, in ca*e of necciilty I mean tbU howerer only a* a temporary 
expedient for tbli occailon beeatue in a peneral eiew I cooildcr Alii- 
hobod tj a point of inch Importanee to a* that 1 would not mil* a mo> 
Bent In which It conid be done with propriety lo proceedJnp' on the 
work* propQied to render It a complete fortrei* accordlnp to our tyitem, 
tad peniapt the deUebed redoobt* u practicable la other reipecti wonld 
be foond to fodHtate tbe dolap to by adbrdinr lecnrltr while tbe body 
of the place Itielf matt neceotanly be open doriop the earryiap on of 
the won*. 

Defeatire war moit eree be rulnon* to u* In tbl* coontry oad rceo iat e 
mnit, therefore, be bod to it oolr where oneootronlehle dreumitaoees 
reader operotloo* of another cemplexioD Impraetleable. la tbe pretent 
cate, we cannot lartde the Shah a doinla]oD*--the mi>*t oaapulae dlapotl- 
tion could hardly propooe the attempt. In a peaeral rlew therefore, a 
war >Hth him mutt be defen*ire-olt mujt be oar buolne** howerer If 


not from any deficiency of re*oureea or tplrit on our ridej unfortunately 
from the compodtlon of tbe two armle* the choice of a^onmnrt erer 
remain with the enemy who may at any time elude our pnrnijf with 
the umt facility that he can odranc© to the attack whenerer he lodm 
proper to do so and *tIU more tmfortunstclyfrom the tame caa*e,thonph 

we may refute hi* atudt, we coti nererreap tbefull profit efrictorr Md 

though we may defeat we cannot destroy 
The Shah * army 1* understood to be composed almott entirely of ca. 
Tilry while ouri Is netriy u much to of lafiujtiT— but on the other hand 
he ho* little or no artIUery of tbe use of widra hi* people are entirely 
ignorant, while our* Is well serred j and we iBouId he careful to hare a* 
much In the field u cao be got tog^ber regard beW had to the number 
of which our tnny will coniift, to which It should always be In a certain 
proportion, to enable the column of march to corer and protect itj 
nothing howerer la more adrantageou* and decUhre against caralry than 
heary artillery We hare here In the field at present four IS^mideia 
and mne 12-j>oander* with four small howitx^ ( we hare i Ikp about 
twenty four ^poxmden 

The army wnlch will be collected In the erent of tbe ■ approach, 
must depend upon circumstance* particularly upon the Issue or tholm* 
pending hostlhtie* on the coast at present we hare one battalion of Ean>- 
peaos,ahoat /OO men and ten of Sepoys complete, exeloilre of tiie gar 
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n--on of Allnli.iliiid, fioin ulu'iirc nnniluT hsiUnlinii of I^iropcaiifi nia\ lie 
nnioimluii: to about 5>nt) men Our ra\nlr\ con'i'i‘>t>;oi « Ibirojienn 
n'Lunicnt, uliich tanunt bo dopeiulorl on for above .'t/JO men — tuo rotn- 
inont'- of intno o.nalrv eompb to, and Miyor Hnu e’s imb pendent re"^i- 
tnent, likc\vi ‘'0 cnmpkto--tIm o Inst « omno-iimr nbout ],dOf) men, uc have 
nl'o four companu*- of nrt'dlon ultb tin ir lascnrs It not likely tlint 
tlie 'itnniion ol uflnir^- uiH. dunni: tlii<i Fca'on at least, admit of aii) in- 
ernso of tins foree bevond nerbnps a tounle of battalions more of nntnc 
infnntn,ami suppU nu: the dilKitiuv of tlic ^'•nrrison of Mlalmbnd.uliicli 
should iiuhtd lie anijincnied uitb at lea>-t nnotber battalion, uliile instriet 
prudence, it ou^bl never to be vvitlioiit iv proportion of Ihiropc.ins Tlic 
ntrfrrciralc force thus siippoMd in the lield, will nnioiint to Fomcthiiu^' 
better than 1(),0<U) men i'o this number of men, and to the cMpencj 
of the ciri umstatiees, I do not deem our artillerv sufln lent, I vvoulanuij- 
incnt it, (provided it lie po^sdile to send a proportionable niimiicr 
of ariillcnmen) to vi\tccn ll^-poullder^, and four bow it/ers, of a lar{(er 
calibre th m those we have, winch are oiilv four and a half intli— I would 
also have si\ or cicbt fi-pouiidcrs^ cxelusivc of two to catli battalion in- 
cludinjr those to be formed of the ijrenadit r eoiiipanies I knovv that 
this will be looked upon as a ver\ liiirli jiroportion of artillcrv, and it is 
nrobnblj more than has \ct been seen, in our service, in this part of Jiidin 
1 have, however, well reflected on the puhjcct, and though aware of the 
cniharrassineiit that an«cs from a numerous tnim, I am under the con- 
viction, that It will he found prudent to submit to it on the present oc- 
casion 

It mnj not be improper here, tooflor an observation on the state of our 
cnvalrv Of the European regiment I shall say iiotbing, it is already in 
verv good order, and I have no reason to doubt, that it will he found 
equal to cverv thing that can be expected from its numbers I have a 
good opinion of iMnjor lirucc’s regiment, and think them capable of much 
service ns to their lidelity, I sec no reason to doubt it — thej serve for pay 
and arc well paid, and as'tlicj will, spite of every cflbrl that can he made 
to prevent it, find plunder in whatever country tlicj maybe, I can sec no 
inducement for them to lictray the service they are in It might be well 
to increase this corps to 700 or 800 men 

The two native regiments are complete in men and horses I have not 
seen the first regiment latclj, but Colonel Welsh’s has improved much , 
they have acquired rapidity, and a considerable degree of solidity in all 
their mov'cmcnts, their horses are not bad, and their men arc young and 
able, — wuth all this, I find that a general want of confidence in them pre- 
vails every where 1 do not mean to confine this to the 2ud regiment, our 
cavalry is in general considered as not to be depended upon, and as little 
better than useless , the idea is, that they are of a cast much mferior to 
the usual horsemen of the couutrj', and that consequently they are defi- 
cient in that high spirit and sense of honor, on wdiichis founded the sup- 
posed superiority of personal valour in the latter Allowing the fact, 
it would be of much weight, were it intended, that our cavalry should 
charge in the disorderly and irregular manner, which is the practice of 
the native troops, by which the action soon becomes an aggregate of per- 
sonal conflicts between man and man, where courage and superiority of 
numbers must prevail, but the real force of cavalry consists in its weight 
and solidity, and if the former is secured to ours by the style of horses, 
on which they are mounted, and the latter by their discipline, I can see 
no reason why our cavalry should not expenence every benefit ansmg 
from these important qualities, and why these should not in that arm, as 
well as in the infantry, compensate for superiority of numbers and cast, 
with aU Its supposed attendant virtues , for m our infantry it is admitted 
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thit onr men ire In jnmerel ilio of » c«it Inferior to lliat of ttclr oppo- 
ncaU. On tine irroandi It li ilw^yi with coneem Ihit 1 hear (te rery 
gtQtril and puMIc opinion whWh prcmlli on ihli anil wblrli ip* 

peon to me to hive In lome drjrvrc Infected the orBrere of thoie Corfu 
thcmiclm I It were tnnch to be wlihed tbit tome tnrainro were fillco 
upon tbal wooM be lUteljr to do vmy >n Impretrion of to pemlcloui a 
leodencT md which I firmly hetteve mytelf to be withont foundation 

Perhapi the belt pUn that could bo adopted with thin view would bo 
to put tlio whole In the charjje of a general officer who would laVe a lead 
amoDp them would phe them wdjjbt and eoDfldcnce and who would 
carefnlly watch the opportunltlci of polntlopont to them tbclradrantapri 
and In what thdr tlrenpth coniUu It |i true that It would require an 
officer mII conrcTtant In the cavalry terrier and I l>ellcve there It but 
one In tWa port of the country who baa any knowltdpt of It » araonjf the 
officer* at pretent attached to the cavalry rerimenlt there U much com 
mendahle xeal and ffood wilt but It vnmld be vain to leek for any real 
profettlonal knowle^ of that irrrlce ainoopt them 

Lord ComwallU found benefit from bit cavalry In ibe Mytore tbouffh 
it did not exceed I 100 meat oora actoallr In the field arnounU to 1,300 
rtpular cavalry exclutlre of Major Umet^t rcpimentt and It might pro- 
bably be augmented by the third reglincot from below 

In thia examloatiaa of the itate of our force In the fielcL It U Impossi- 
ble to avoid odrcrtlnp to an object of Important conilderaUoo in It I 
mean the Nabob i troops | though In the preceding obterrutions 1 bare 
aasvjmed a portion of them to the defence of a port of the frontier of 
much consilience to the general defence, ytt I did so merely as bring 
that aperies of Krrice for which alone I thought It probable that a few 
might be selected aa competent to It and even In that lUsatloo I ahnnld 
be extreenriy diffident of them tmlcu meana could be found to tupport 
them by some of oar troopa. 

In the firid it la obriooi that no aort of reTtance can be placed on, or 
any aperies of aerrice expected from tbemi touUy Indiadplined, eqnallr 
Inefficient in numbers Insolent Ucentlous and olsaflected, they would 
embanasa thrir friends infinitely mfire than they wonld bjure their ene 
mles I the only possible use to Hhlch I think tber could be put wonld be 
W quartering them In large bodle* In the Tlohnla and Fat&n countries 
with the view of overawing and keeping quiet, IT It be poulble those tur 
bolent and tcsUeti people, with, ccipect to whom lome meaaurca must be 
adopted) there can be no doubt of thrir Inclination to join the Shah, to 
whom tbM are supposed to be warmly attached) some few might be en 
g^ed to foUoTT our standard by paying them wrll but the Incllnitlon of 
the minority wonld eertainly lead them to the oppoalte side ) perhaps the 
audden appearance of bodies of the Nabob i troops In dlllerent parts 
r^y to srire the ftmlUei of such aa aboold attempt to stir to Jom the 
Shah together with the difficulty of doing lo la th^ own peracoa and 
tte impracticability of thrir funUlei escaping while the jrttaes on the 
rivw are occupied, might force them however ninrilUnrly to remain 
nmet I at any rate, every effort should be used in the attempt and means 
sbo^d be adopted to take the best security that can be obtained for thrir 
fidelltr the Instant the &hah t movements are ascertained 

As It is undoubted that no real use can ever be made of the Nabob ■ 
army In the field, h becomes a nratterof aenous courideration whether 
the force that we shall be thle to collect la mch, aa to give ua well rrounded 
hopes of oppotlng so formidable an enemy u I behere the Shii will be 
found to 

The extent to which we shall be able to cany t>tjt force In the present 
state of the establUhmeat I have already stated to be, as I Imagine, be- 
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tween 16,000 and 17>000 men, of avLicU the propoition of Europeans mil 
not be above an eighth , this ill, it is true, be a larger army than has 
eier appeared in our sen ice on this side of India, but it mil also lie for a 
more arduous contest than any that has yet occurred , and I have no hesi- 
tation in saving that every possible means should bo used to increase it 
The want of officers presents, however, a very great difficulty to any ge- 
neral augmentation , the number would be found to be verj' inadequate 
to any efficient increase of the army, by new levies, the mode of afford- 
ing a greater force in the field, which presents itself to my mind as the 
readiest, the most certain, and in all the least objectionable, is that of 
detaching the grenadier companies of all the other regiments completed 
in officers', and then to be formed, together with those of the legiments 
now in the field, into battalions , the battalions not m the field to be aug- 
mented by new levies to 126 men a company, they would then remain of 
the same force in point of numbers as at present, and the additional 25 
men per company by being incorpoiated with already formed soldiers, 
would sooner become fit for service than new corps probably would 
If there are 12 native battalions in the field, there will remain Id, ex- 
clusive of the regiment at Hyderabad, the grenadier companies of which 
would form the augmentation, it uould amount to 2,800 men, com- 
pleting the army to near 20,000 men 

Little can be expected from any augmentation that can now take place 
in the cavalry, as it is impossible that either men or horses could be suf- 
ficiently trained to be of use, but surely some means might be fallen upon 
to supply the regiments ue actually have with horses in some more expe- 
ditious manner than is now followed 

With respect to artillery men and lascars, the number with the army 
must be increased to the gieatest extent that the exigency of other ser- 
vices wall admit of, at present it is very inadequate to the service that 
w'ould be required 

To these preparatory steps I have only to add, that exclusive of the 
ammunition, &c necessary tor the defence of Allahabad, large supplies 
of every species of stores should be lodged in that fortress, as the depot 
of the army ^ 

These preparatory, and as they appear to me indispensable steps, being 
adopted, and I confess in my mind no time should be lost before they are 
commenced, the determmation of Government with respect to the line 
to be pursued towards the Shah, must regulate our first motions, should 
it be thought proper to remam in a state of neutrality so long as he ab- 
stains from molesting us or our allies , and should we not be bound by 
any treaty wath the Mahrattas, upon which point I am entirely ignorant. 
It w'ould still appear advisable that we should adopt measures of security 
and precaution against a new and powerful neighbour, whose real views 
cannot be ascertained, who cannot approach our frontier but in the full 
career of victory, and who being master at Delhi, can scarcely avoid, 
sooner or later, entering into discussion with our ally the Nabob, who 
holds the office of Vizier of the Empire, which, however nominal it may 
be, must furnish whoever rules at Delhi with claims and objects of ad- 
justment to stimulate his ambition or his avarice It is possible, also, 
that even viewing the Shah as an enemy, circumstances of pohey may 
nevertheless render it expedient that we should act by ourselves, and avoid 
any junction wath the Mahratta foices in either case, the measure to be 
pursued appears to me to be the same A strong position should be taken 
about Anopshire, where a well fortified camp would, I think, prove the 
surest, ana indeed, seems to me to be the only means by which we can 
expect to stop the career of the enemy, and preserve the best part of the 
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Nabob I domlaloDi from rartf^e anti dcra tallon The prcrltc poiltlon (n 
be taken tnort depend npon a tborou^'li and deliberate enoilnatlnn of the 
country; but a< near to Annnibirr as loral rlrcnmitaorea wUI permit 
appean to be the mo^t elldbie Here we ihonid be on the direct road 
from Delhi from which It U dhtant onlrSOmiteai oar aarollea would 
be aceured from the ‘Nliler'i country antf the Hohniai woald be kept In 
awe I the camp ahoold be well fortified and ibould command a apot 
where at Icatt two bndRea cmjld be cooitructed on the Oan^re* 

^^’hIie we are In lhl» petition the Shah will acnrcely Ttntnre to pa*i the 
rlrer crea If he ibould he able to force tbo fordj to a bleb we ibould be 
at band to plre asiUtance V for In that ca^c our commualcmtlon by the 
Douab would remain etjuolly oi>en while hU with Delhi would be cut ofl* ; 
hit iQpplIei from tbence vroula he at our mercy white auch Iroom a3 the 
Nabob ihould hare It In hli power lo collect would prtreol him from 
procurln]^ any from the country In which he would be which be would 
alio fiud carmully cxhaoited be our harln;* already formed our raa 7 a> 
line* from It ; and tbon^ the Nabob a army rol;rht not perbapt be able 
to oppcie him edcctually nt by taklnc up a new line on the Hrer that 
mm near DareHly It inl/'bt Impede hla pro^^mi tIU unable any lonser 
to lahrtit ] he would find that hLi only aafety would be In an Immediate 


return. 

Ai little U It to be apprehended that he would paaa ui on the other 
route and enter the Dot^ to attack AilahaLad as be would here find 
blmielf lubjeet to the same Ineonrenlencea In either caie three marches 
would put ni In poaeulon of DeOtlt It U true that the diitrlct of the 
Douab would be open to the run^ of the Shah i bone, but It does not 
la any erant appear to be practicable to prrrent It with lo very lefei^r a 
body ot earal^ u we thail bare. The only means of eorerloj; the eoun 
try would be by a chain of well connected posts from tbe Oam^ to the 
junma i but It doet not appear by the map that any featore axuti tn tbo 
country by which the extent neccuary to be occupied in this manner 
could Mleaaened whilo the whole of the ipace, from rlrer to rirer b 
much too condderable for anr force that we could apply to the purpose 
and cren If It were not, thb line could only be formed bdow Calpee, as 
the ihaHowneu of the Jumna would leare open the fltnk of any other 
that might be taken abore that place. 

It thui appeara, I think that the Shah could conUooe hli coMnesta or 
molest us or tbo Nabob Vlxlcr only by attickinp ns In ourposiiion j but 
ten or twelre tbouaaod Infant^ or eren a lesser nomber In a camp pro 
Tionily secured by rrorks ikflfully eonatmeted and defended by a well 


rionilT secured by rrorks iktlfully eonatmeted and defended by a well 
•erred artillery might aurely bid defiance to any army eonsUtuted as hb 
b, nor does It seem likely that auch a poat could be forced by any opera 
tiona that could bo derbed by their aklll or executed by thdr courare, 
though It ihould be found on trial to merit all that b said of IL 
Though a lesser number might aufflee for thdr defence, yet the 
body posted here ought certainly not to conabt of fewer than 10 000 in 
fantry at the least | beenuae it U neceaaary that It bo of that strength that 
cannot with a^ety bo left behind | a wealer corps might be masked, or 
would be unable to act in the manner pointed out forb In the rear of tbe 


I am well aware that thb lyatem of operaliona may bo conrtrued into 
an exhibition of timidity and that h may bo loid to militate against the 
piindple which I hare myself pointed out, that defenalro war must bo 
rulooua to ua and that where such, from uncontrollihle cLrcumitances 
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becomes unavoidable, it should be conducted with the utmost vigour and 
spirit I consider this to be an unavoidable defensive war on our part 
We can have no object of attack to which we could direct offensive ope- 
rations, and the expenment which has been already made in this country 
offers no encouragement to the system of a continued succession of unin- 
terrupted marches, in pursuit of an army constituted and equipped as is 
that of the enemy we are considering If he wishes to avoid us, our ob- 
ject of bnnging him to action mil be found to be unattainable, while 
fatigue, and its consequent effect among our Europeans, will every day 
lessen the equality of terms, upon whicn we could view it as desirable 
If on the other hand action is his choice (and I oivn I think Zemaun Shah 
IS not at present sufficiently aware of our advantage over his indisciplined 
multitude, to enable him to subdue the pnde and arrogance which will 
lead him to regard our numbers mth contempt) he mil not fail to find us 
out, indeed it is our object to reduce him to the necessity of attacking 
us , to depnve him of the power of choosing, but I would msh it to be 
mth ever)" possible advantage on our side, that skdl can add to discipline 
It must be remembered, that we are considenng the case of our acting 
alone, mthout the cooperation or assistance of any other power , and it 
must also be remembered, that we can never enter into the contest till 
both the Seiks and Mahrattas are subdued , till the Shah is master of 
Delhi, and of a tract of country almost equal in extent to the whole of 
his natural dominions, till he shall have been able to augment his army, 
by every disaffected or unemployed Rajah or Chief m the country , in 
short, tiU his numbers, as I said before, will probably exceed what have 
appeared in one cause since the days of Aurengzebe. 

Should It, indeed, be judged expedient to oppose the Shah in the first 
instance — should policy dictate the measure of preventing the estabhshment 
of a new, and probably, not a feeble power in Hindostan, and in a part of 
it too, where no counter-balance can be found but in ourselves In that 
case, there seems to be httle doubt, but that we might appear mth that 
forward activity, which when practicable, is certamly more becommg our 
station in India, than the line of conduct which I have recommended in 
the other case, would at first new seem to be It is imagined that the 
Mahrattas would mth readmess accept the proposal of a junction of in- 
terests and of forces , this, however, should be ascertained beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt It will then remain to be determmed by what route the 
Shah proposes to advance 

For the general report is, that avoidmg the Seik’s country altogether, it 
is his intention to enter Hindostan, by the route of Moultan, across the 
desert of Bikaneer to Jyepoor, and various accounts have already appeared 
of his having directed the necessary measures to be taken for providmg his 
army with water, which is not to be had m many parts of that route, this does 
not, I confess, appear to me to be probable, the subjugation of the Seiks, and 
the possession of their country must be a part, or rather the ground work, 
of hisplan, for he could never hope to rem am master of Delhi and the sur- 
rounding piovinces, while the intermediate country between him and his 
own dommions, remained in the hands of his mveterate enemies, to whose 
incursions he would leave the latter entirely open 

It IS not, however, impossible, that advancing himself through the coun- 
try of the Seiks, he may detach at the same time a large part of his army to 
advance by the other route 

They would find upon the frontiers a number of considerable Rajahs, 
extremely disaffected to the Mahratta Government, who would probably 
follow his standard, and in conjunction mth his detachment, create a very 
powerful diversion in that quarter. To this the Mahrattas must oppose a 
part of their force, while the remainder, joined with us, should, 1 think, 
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ijTioce lirjtmd Delhi •jtd talc op iht moil f.Toonlplt poilllon llat map 
prwnt ItMlf on the Shah i roale. i . 

1 fear the AlahntU canJry irilt be foand to be my oneqttil lo that of 
the enemy artd that It w^Ubo dlJEcnUiobniiRon an aci^oo «lih any prw 
peet of refHicrinff U rtedjbre In <mr fatour by any other mcani than by 
dodoffthcSbahtothenecwiUy of»twcWn;?Bi iocmrpojUkm i f^onately 
the pride and natlre arroffanre of tbeie people will eo^nre 
tiffe In whatercr itrenffth wo may be ana when repulsed and m heartenw 
by their loai from a welWbpwed artillery U 1» not Improbable that the 
Jiahratla bone may be enconra/ted to complete tbrlr defeat 

It wonW reqoire a more eomplele knoaiedj'e of the coontry two I or 
Indeed. 1 mfehl lay wr jmitw to enter Into any detail at to the ex^ 
•Itlon It may Iw proper for oi to take j hot lo jteneral termt U may bc ia^ 
that It thonW be a position of defence, and noon the route by which the 
esemy U corolnjti prerlout examination thoold dclcnnlnc tereraJ to be 
taken according to the dlfloent circamttancea under whlcb the Shah may 
adrance. 

The dUpodtloaorUie Selkt and of what are railed the IJ!D Rajahi to* 
habUln^ the hilly country to the northward of the prcal road may aJ«o 
enter rery ranch in tbe cooitdentlon to be i^reo lo the meainrcs lo be par 
loed t erery eacotrrafement tbuatd be held out to the fonner In particular 
to protract thelrdefenceatlonjf Minay bo practicable and when noJoufjer 
able to Oder a direct oppojltloa lothe Shah $ adrance, they iboold. If p^ 
•Uile be iodaced to reitro to ibedJlDciiU part! of the euuntry and Irom 
thence act by coatlncal IrKoniont upon tbo flanhi and bi the rear of fab 


In the latne manner If any of the IliU Tlajilu ran be Induced to enter 
Into the oppoelUon a^ut t)K Shah, their actla^ In the way propoaed fur 
the ^1^ would be found more adranttjttoaa to m than any jonetlon of 
thdr foreea aiih onra would probably be i lo tbem the moat draalre Un 
tbould be held they tuould be aMtxred of favemr and protection If 
they coocurred la the cevral defence and the moat rfjpjrooe meaxures 
■hould be beld out to them If they auGcred a man from thrir domlnlooi to 
•ctafprinatai. 

If tbe fteo of the country preaenled anr natural harrier If tbe Jumna 
for example, were not fordable In almoft erery part abore Calpee a posU 
tloualoi^ iU banka would eSeccoally corcr the only frontier by which It U 
poalble to enter the Donah and by oar treV dlacrpllnetl iaf£/itrr and fa 
perior artillery I bare no doubt bat that It mijrfjt be done wUh the utraoat 
certabty a#riJnat all tbe force of India put tojrelhcr, but that notbelnylhe 
andu a limctkm of lotereata with the Alahratbu could not be reaaon 
ably purmd If we were not to co^crate In thedefence of their frontier 
aa woDaaofourown the adrance beyond Delhi •eemt to be an Indlipcn- 
•ahlfi «tep { the rery boldoeat of tbe raeaaare would rite confidence to our 
t^andamrelbemofomiroodfaiihi Ubllkewlie the only mean* by 
wbidi we can hope to Infloenee the opcrallona of the Selki and obtain a 
c^ce of directing them to tbe geoerai beoefil. 

Ihaw^adoobtlhattheShahwouldaUackaa and ai Tittle of the Ime 
oftheactlon Imt <mrobJectihouUbe to endearoor to brloffUon Inaueha 
manntrwwoald|lTehope*ofra»deiia^?UdeciriTeithoaldr6oweTer mlifor 
tune oranyotberdramutanceatenderareireatnecemrT it tbookl be made 
totte loroewhcre near Anopahire bero a bridye pretloualy eon 

■tracted, TrithU. head on the weatem bank well tecur^by rood redoubu 
•bould enrure the paaoge of the Oanjfea, and where harlnr tbo forda on 
the rirCT properly lec^ ‘adthefortreaaofAlkhabadInaitareofde- 
fes^aUudool^theDouabouly tothorBTaffeaortheencmy weahoold 
It u to be hoped be able eucetu^y to leenre our own and the resiaii>der 
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of the Nnbob’s dominions, till an accession of additional strength, or other 
circumstances enable us again to advance, and in conjunction mth our 
allies, act with the vigour becoming our station in this part of the world 
Among the preparatory steps to be adopted, I would recommend the em- 
bodying a corps of pioneers, properly provided with the means of working, 
to be always carried with them Action and attack should indeed be ever 
our object in this country, but circumstances may frequently render defen- 
sive measures indispensable, and under none are thev more likely to be- 
come so than in the probable operations under consideration , the supe- 
nonty of numbers, on the part of the enemy, wdl undoubtedly be great, 
and although it may in some measure be compensated by our discipline 
and artillery, it will nevertheless require every additional aid A single 
redoubt raav in many instances turn the fortune of a day, and to the 
enemy with whom we shall have to deal, a very shght work, well defended, 
must be almost impregnable 

In a country in which the movements of cavalry are so unrestrained, as 
they are in the extensive plains that are every where found m these parts, 
it behoves us to give every additional aid to ouis, which must ever be so 
greatly inferior m number With this view, the establishment of a small 
corps of Horse Artillery to be attached to the bngade, seems a very desira- 
ble object Lieutenant-Colonel Montague has some good ideas on this 
head, such as probably w'ould be found better adapted to this country than 
any which could be taken up from the plan pursued in Europe 

Intending this memoir merely as tracmg the outline of the measures which 
have appeared to me to be proper on the present occasion, I have avoided 
entenng into detail, or extending it to several collateral circumstances, 
which, though demanding attention, would be obvious the moment a deter- 
mination 13 taken upon the general system , amongst others, however, it 
may not be amiss to notice, that m either of the cases which we have consi- 
dered, thepossession of two or three intermediate posts on the southern bank 
of the nver, between Anopshire and Allahabad, might prove extremely be- 
neficial Nothing can ever render Cawnpoor tenable, neither can the fort 
at Futty Ghur, in my opmion, be made such as it would be safe to occupy 
The cantonment itself might be made into a good post, but it would re- 
quire a considerable corps to defend it Mehmdy Gaut is surrounded by a 
mud wall, and if the Shah is so unprovided of the means necessary for the 
attack of fortified posts, as we are told he is, it might, perhaps, be rendered 
respectable in his eyes, with the assistance of a few detached works , the 
great point is to find spots that are not commanded and previous examina- 
tion can alone determine where such are to be met with It is to be ob- 
served, that m the whole course of the nver in the space mentioned, the 
southern bank is the highest and commands the other 

I recollect when I was at Bombay last year, conversing with Sir Charles 
Mallett on this subject, he suggested the idea of creating^ a diversion by en- 
couraging the mhabitants about the lower parts of the bind or Indus, who 
are supposed to be much disafifected to the Afghan Government This 
might perhaps be worth the tnal , the communication is not difficult from 
Bombay , 
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I/fdmM TWatjf Itl Sepfrml^ 1/53 

An eiiUrp*d pcrp^hul •abiUUry Irtntjr between ibe Ilonoorablc Unllwl 
EorTUh Eoit lodU Cotnnsny awthlilUfitoe^ilheNtwaoh Matnol Mali 
A«jph J»h Dehodar SabwJir of the Dmran hb chlldreo hriri and 
faction teltlpd by Captain Jamc< Achlllra Kirkpatrick br rirtae of the 
powen delated to him by the RIcht llmroarabte Richard Earl of Mom 
fnpton knlffht of the moit lllattrioai order of St Patrick one of hU 
Britannic Mijeaty i mwl Iloooarabb* Priry Coondl floTemor fleccral in 
Connril appointed by tV« lloocwaWn the Court of Dlrectitr* of the wW 
Ilomianble Company to direct and control all their aflaln In the Eait 
Indim 

'Whercai hli inf;hnei> Msun ol Moll Aiopb Jab Dehadnr hu from 
the preotnai of exblloff frkraUhip exprwed a detirt for an Increatc 
of the detachment of the llonoarable Company*! iroopi at preaeot ferrinjt 
bU llltriineu the Rlf'ht Honoorable the Earl of Moratn^on Ooremor 
Qcnerml hu taken the propouU to that effect Into hb most leriom eotnl 
deration and the preaent Junctoreof affaln and the recent hostile comlnct 
and eril deiUraa of Uppoo Soltaon (u folly erinced by bb aendujC am- 
bauadon to the Tile of France t by Ms propMm;; to enter Into a treaty 
oOenalre and defeoslre mth the French R^ublic aj^nsi the En^*a 
nation | and by aetoaTly recelHoc' a body of Freneb troops Into bU domi 
nloos tod Immediate pay), reoderlse It Mbpenabty neteuary that effect oil 
mounres for the mnttm defeoce of their irspeetlre notsuifons shonld be 
izDmedlateiy taken by the three attled powers nnUen In a defenslTe Ira;^ 
a|;alaat the tfomakd Tlppoo Sultaon the aforcaaM Ooremor General ha< In 
consequence empowqiw Captain James Achilles Klrkpatrlek Actlnfc 
Resident at the court of bU Huri^est the Nlma to enter In hebalf of the 
Honottrabie United Eogibh Ban India Company into eertain enfif^eToents 
with his Hlfhnesa Nizam ul Molk Asopb Jah Dehadnr for a permanent 
Increase of the Honourable Company's troops In bU lUrhnesi spay In the 
proportion and on the eoodltlotu sp^fied in the foUowi^ni' articles which 
miat be underitood to be of foU ralldity when thb treaty shall be 
returned s^cd and sealed ^ the OoTemor General — 

Artide Is/ — Soch nans of the letter from Eari Corawallb to Ms II%h 
ness the Nlxom dstea 7tb July I7B9 (and which hu alwan been consi- 
dered in the light of a treaty) u relate to the ilatloalng of troops with his 
Hlghneu are to be rooiWered u In full force, that the serricet of the 
new permanent subsidiary force are to be regulated prcebely by the same 
realtVtire clauses that op^te oath* present detachment, unlui the Ptbhwm 
shall hereafter conient to any alteratiou b those couditkms, and bb High 
uen likewise approre of the nme. 

JriicU 2d.— .Agreeablr to the practice In the Company s serrice, the 
new sntwVikry force shaii be subject to relltft either partial or entire, u 
often and b such manner u the Company's Ooremmait may reqidrt, 
prorided withal that no dbibutioQ takes place by such means b the stipn 
Itted nomber to be stationed with Ms Hi^^eas. 

Ariidt 3d — The pro^oaed rtinforcement of subsidiary troops thaD bo 
in the pay of thb state from the day of their crotsing the boondariea. 
Satisfactory and cffeetual prorbiOD shall be made for the regular payment 
of thb force which, bclodbg Ae preunt detachment, b to amount to 


Referred to at pages 17* ISO and 609 
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GOOD sepoys, with firelocks, mth a due proportion of field pieces, manned 
by Europeans, and ns at the monthly rate of two lacs, one thousand four 
hundred and twenty-five rupees, the yearly amount of subsidy for the 
aforesaid force of 6000 men, with guns, artillery-mcn, and other necessary 
Mpurtenances, is twentj’^-four lacs, seventeen thousand one hundred rupees 
The said sura shall be completely discharged in the course of the j^ar by 
four equal instalments, that is, at the expiration of every three English 
months, the sura of six lacs, four thousand two hundred and seventy-five 
rupees, in silver of full currency, shall be issued without hesitation or 
demur from his Highness’s treasury And should the aforesaid instalments 
happen to fall at any time the least in arrears, such arrears shall be deducted, 
notwithstanding any objections thereto, from the current kist of Peishcush, 
payable to his Highness on account of the Northern Sirkars Sliould it, 
at any time, so happen, moreover, that delay were to occur m the issue of 
the instalments aforesaid, at the stated periods, in such case, assignments 
shall be granted on the collections of certain districts in this state, the real 
and actual revenue of which shall be adequate to the discharge of the 
yearly subsidy of the aforesaid force 

Article Ath — The duties on gram and on all articles of consumption, as 
well as on all necessaries whatever, for the use of the new subsidiary force, 
shall be commuted agreeably to the practice that obtained with the former 
detachment. A place likewise shall be fixed on as the head quarters of the 
said force, where it shall always remain, except when services of import- 
ance are reqmred to be performed, and whenever eitlier the whole, or part 
of the said force, is to be employed in the business of the state, a person 
of respectability, aud who is a servant of this Sirkar, shall be appomted to 
attend it The commandmg officer and officers of the said subsiaiary force 
shall be treated in all respects m a manner suitable to the greatness and 
dignity of botli states 

Article 5th — ^The said subsidiary force will at all times be ready to 
execute services of importance, such as the protection of the person of his 
Highness, his heirs and successors, from race to race, and the overamng 
and chastizing all rebels or exciters of disturbance in the dominions of this 
state , but it is not to be employed on trifling occasions, nor hke Sebendy, 
to be stationed m the country to collect the revenues thereof 

Article 5th — Immediately upon the arrival of the aforesaid subsidiary 
force at Hyderabad, the whole of the officers and serjeanis of the French 
party are to be dismissed, and the troops composing it, so dispersed and 
disorganised, that no trace of the former establishment shall remain And 
his Highness hereby engages for himself, his heirs and successors, that no 
Frenchman whatever shall ever hereafter be entertained in his own service, 
or in that of any of his chiefs or dependants, nor be suffered to remam m 
any part of his Highness’s dominions Nor shall any Europeans whatever 
be admitted into the service of this state, nor be permitted to remain 
withm Its terntories, without the knowledge and consent of the Company’s 
government 

Article 'Jth — ^The whole of the European and sepoy deserters from the 
Company’s service, that may be in the French or any other party of troops 
belongmg to this state, are to be seized and dehvered up to the British 
resident , and no persons of the above description are to be allowed refuge 
m future m his Highness’s terntories, but are (on the contrary) to be 
seized without delay, and' delivered up to the British re&ident Neither 
shall any refuge be allowed in the Company’s terntories to sepoy deserters 
from the service of his Highness, who shall, in like manner, be seized and 
delivered up without delay 

Article 8</i — "WTiereas lus Highness the Nizam, from considerations of 
prudence and foresight, and with a view of avoiding manifold enls, has 

VOL. II. 2 X 
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tJrtfrmhjfd on dinnli'Ing' llie rronrli from hl« KrrJrr an 1 1n d1<p^nlf>tr awl 
dljorpinliln;' the tnwTi pommandn! bf them ai In ihe Glh 

AnWf *nd on catertalnlnp 0 perpclaal »tandme forre of ihc Ilonournbte 
Company a in fhclf room folj^ to the lImlul!on« and rc^irirtimn 
prwcrnNwl by Hari Comtnilll * letter to the Ntram mentioned }o the l#l 
'\rtlcle I It U therefore hcrehf n-rreil with a rinv to the mirtttal benefit nf 
hUllit’hnniandlhcrH liw* andthe!nipii*e<<orilicinT»pcrtlre*nlJec1 
that the (^rejumy < poremment will u e thcir be t rndeiTOnn to hnre 
Inierted with the rofl*ertt and approbatloo of Injlb fo the oerr ireair h 
ContetnplatloQ ^iween thr three allied power* ineh a cUuw a* ihall *et 
at ea*e with rreird to the other Shoulatbe I'eliliwa, bowerer not acceile 
to a nropo^ lo hlphly adraotopeoa* and profitable to both porcrnmenti 
aod aiFereneet bcreafierariie between Ihe two itate* namely that of the 
Nawaab Aiof Jab Dehodar amt of the lUo Pimdii Perdbamt in racb caie 
the Company*! poTernmtot hcrelrt'eDir»fft that interposlop Ibelr toedlitiou 
In a way tollable to rrotUadct frhodibio and aslna they trfU apply them- 
telm to the adjuitment thereof rontormably to propriety troth aad 
Jnilke, The Nawaob Aiof Jab Dcbader aceofritoply hewy ennpe* 
never to eommU on hU part any exeeaa or a;:^lnit the Slnar of 

Rao Pandit Perdbaua i tad Ut the cTtnt of ineh dtlTerenrri arfitofif wbai 
crer adlDilmcot of them the Company* poremmeat wrijhlnfj tbintr* In 
tbe ecaJe* of troth and Jaitice may deiennlne upon* ihnll wiihoot heiliatloQ 
or oyeeiloo meet with foil approbation and tcrpaT^ceoft 

/frtWr 9/* — All former trcatlea between the IlonoprabJe East India 
Comnaoy and the iprrenimeou of tbe Nawaob Aiof Jab and the Pelihwa 
remala In full foree Sbonid hereafter the lUo Pandit IVfdbaiib expreu 
a dealre to eater into labekllerr eogafrement! ilmner to the preaeet with 
the Ilonoorabte Company theNawaoti Aiof Jab wHI most readily ^re U* 
coDcurreoce. 

JrtMt Kki.— Tbli ealarjred tabtldlary treaty comlillDjf of Ten Artidet 
hrinj thl* day eettled by Captalo <lame! AebUJe* KJrtpafricl with the 
Nawanb Aiof Jeh Debadar Captain Klrhpatrich has deJlrered one copy 
hereof In Engllih tod Penlan, aljrood and *e*led ^ hinnelf to the Nawanb 
who on hi* part, bt* abo deUrered to Captain WrlpatrWc one copy of the 
tame duly eaecuted by bimielf | and Ceptala KfrtpatrlH. hereby Mnres 
to procure tod dellrer to hi* IliAbneu In the ipace of fifty day* a ratlfled 
copy from the QorernOT Geocral In erery reapect tbe counterpart of the 
one ciecnted by himidfi tod on the deJlrery of »ucb copy which wUl 
then bare becoine a foil and complete lartrumeot, tbe treaty executed by 
Captain Klrkpntna ahall b« returned In the mean while no time ibaJl 
be lent In writing for the adnoce of the propo#cd rdoforceroent 
Signed, lealed and excbaoced at ilrdembad 
Ic September AJD !79t or IPtb Rnbbr 
nl-awnl, A.H. ISIS. 

J A- hiaxraniiCK 


Sqantoir^tppm^iIngtotliopwpetiiiliiibjIdkrTliTWymnduJMl 

iMlwOTtho HonoETiMc Stgluh EutJodU ConMny aad h!. Ulrtnai 
Bahadur on the lit of Septamber AJ) 1/98 
or 19th of Rubby-ul-awn] A H 1213 
Vrbertu In conformity to a with expreaied by hi* Hlffhne** the Niiam 
^ itipolfition In th^h of the Snhrid'lary TrSty reapectfng tbe 

deUTCrliig up of the JVench U agreed to be made a tepanii one hliHIrfi 
n^ hereby enga^^ that the arrirml of the Company** troop* at 
Hyderabad the whole of the French oScen and aoldler* in hi* lerrlce 
shall be apprebended In inch way a* Captain MfVpitrlck may point out 



srri Nni\. 


nmWn' lum. or for « (uuc lir kept m umfitinnenl in nn 

ImliUnUon lirloiKiiu' to thi^ ''War, l>«t m tlir ni'-todv of iho roinp.on 'c 
iroop'^. 00(1 noon lUi r«-or*.,ou -tionoftho P'lriv liclv mulrr the rouiinnnd 
of tUo -ifori'^Vid rrcntl) ot.inr-, «lic\. tlo’ ‘to'l rr<'nr)i oOiar' nml ■'(Odo 
slvnll, vviilun tlto “piro of tu n luonili^, It *1* liM rid op to ilu' rr'tdoiit 

Strict onlrr*' ■■Inll, loorcntcr It i'‘‘;Of'f} to nil inlookdnri on llu' froiiturn, 
mul to tliOM HI I Imrp of nil furd< nod to <.i'itc nos ! oropiMO** 

sslidtostr, tittcm]»tin 4 tr) p tlinr rr‘p< i ii'<' '•t itioijc, nod m ml llirio iioioc- 
diatcU \sitU all dim prciaution, iTooiicr to Hsdrmli.tit, sslivrc tlics ‘'linll 
in*tnotls lie dilisircd op to (It Untt‘li ri’-ldiiit On tin .diosi' t<oidilioo 
It 1 ' heroin npned tint the rmo him ii iho’' diliserid tip, •'Imll not he 
crtooonn prnoorr-' of vs ir, tmr hr in lun io*>pe<{ nidtn’itcd. 'I lies ^Inll 
he coincsetl ,n the Croninov’*^ e\p' im , niid otth n^. little rosir.iiiit m 
poi^iidc to r,n?hind, nnii from themo It 'tut h\ the fir't finoumldc 
opporlonits to I roue, ssilhimt homjt di (noti t( for u mrtil or meliatu^c of 
prnoners 

Sitrned, '■c.ikd. nod c^rlnntjt <1, nt Ilvdondnd, 

1ft Septeinher. A I) 17‘1*^, or I'dh Ilohln- 
ol-nwotl, A.II I2l.'l 

Separate article npprrtiiiionp to the jierjii’toal Sole'idinrs nVeals con- 
cluded lictssccn the lloimor.dde Losjlnh Cnt India (’ompans nod In's 
Htqluic':‘i the Nms-aoh A'lof J di IJchndiir, on the Kt SeplenihiT, \ 1). lyllB, 
or l9tU Ruhli\-ol4iuul> A II I2l.'l 

No corrcfjtondcnre on nfl.urf of imiiort.iore, flnl), in future, on nnv 
accomit, he earned on ujth thcNrharof Hno I’lindit IVrdlmou, or vsitli noj’ 
of Ins dcpcodantf citlicr In the Nnunoh Asof dnh llclimlor, or hj the Hn- 
nonndilc Coinpaov’s poteriiment, oithotit the lootual prnity and tnnsciit 
of hotli contract inp puriicc And oh.itrrcr trnmntiioji'*, whether ofprc.il 
or ‘tmtdl import, tnav in future tnhe place with the nforcsnid Huo I'lmdit 
Pcrdhuiin,or liis dependant', a rcciprotal conominication of the fame sh ill 
he made to the other contmcluip parts, without delay and srithout rcicrsc 

hipicd, 'calcd, and cvclianpcd, at IJsdcmh.id, 
i St September, A D 17‘>8, or IDth Ruhln- 
ul-awail, A H 1213 

Ratified hy the Right Honourable Richard Earl of iMomington, Knight 
of the most illustrious order of St Patneh, fv.c &c S<c Goscnior General 
in council 

Fori JFilUam, 

18M datj of Seplnnhcr, 17^18 


APPENDIX F. 

Memorandum rehltie to the late French corps tn the Deccan, bp Capt 

Malcolm 

The French corps in the Deccan, have for several years past hoisted the 
national flag, and most of the lapclls and epaulets of their new clothing, 
had the svords hbertd and constitution embroidered on tliem 

The general conversation of the French ofScers after they were dismis- 
sed, proved that they had entertained ambitious designs, and considered 
^emselves as forwarding the interests of their mother country Captain 
Chnstoff, an oIBcer of theparty who had been formerly a serjeant of sepoys 
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In the EngTlih Mrrife iffirmed that the Ute MoDilcur rUjnnorMl h»l 
fomfil the mo*t •mbltlotn nrr^ert* and that tbt iime wtrc tdemtcd by 
hli »«cmor-Hwd that the landing of any FiTncb In India would pro- 
Uahly ^Tc been the to commence ihelr Intr igu e 

It wti genetmllf retwrtcd itid bellered that luytnood bad a General a 
cominbikm from the I)hrctory but It haanot been dbcorerrd 
In a letter which ptn*ed ihrooph the reiHent at IlTderabad recom- 
nieDdlng a penon to hlonrleur Piroo—lc w»a itatcd that Ine pcraon recnm- 
mendctf would from haring respectable nmncxloni at Pari' be tttefal In 
traniactlng Moml«r nn>Q*i affalra with the Dheclory 
In n letter from Monileur DaplUte the eecond officerln the corpi to 
Captain Klrhpatrlch relatlro to hit claims on the party and propcrtr at 
Hyderabad— '\Ioruiear Daptlite expresses an anprebensioo that he wHI be 
unable to return to France as Moi»lcurPIron will represent his condttrt (to 
the Directory) In odious eoloura. 

There arms found In store when oar troops took pmsesilon of the French 
lines small arms and dothlng for 12 000 men beyond the force then sot 
hiFUoderhloas. Hron besides a nomber of pbloti hir caralry 
^e French corps hsd three arsenals and two foondcrlea. 1 only saw 
these at tbelrlloes nearllyderabad The anmal there sras fall of military 
stores and In the founderr there were a nntaber of brasi cmnnoti newly 
cut whkh our artlDc^ officera judged u good and u well finkhed u any 
they had erer seen Iner also made swords mtukeis and pistols The 
ape^OM I sent to Lord Moroington will shew tlrt great progras they 
uid made In these nranafactorea. 

The French puly were always srell paid — their dothlng wu neat and 
their diadpUne supmor to any troops I ever saw In a natWe ler* Ice The 
men were the best of the couatry and from the regularity of tbtlr pny 
they eoold reendt at pleasure 
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Buempei^t LtiUr to Tippm SoUtw + 


rmncoo umaijo. 

BwutptrU UmUr^H, fk^luul Ommbn, OmmUa-CUif I, tU 
•at! MtgtiflccMl S<atm,mir gmlM FHnd TippttStii 


Head-QDuten >t Cairo 7t], Plorioit. 7lh leK 
of lie RtpnbBc One ud Indlrhlblo. 


8^ with tt inmraMrable and hiriadhle army foil of the desire of 
doHrering you from the Iron yoke of F.ii ^«Ti,d . 

I eageriy embrace this opportunity of teatifyliig to you the desire I hare 


This tnfor mitk m I had froea a geatkman to whom Christoff had aanmunb 

ftwH tt. 

+ Rtfoitd to at page 295 
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of informed l>v jou, In thewuy of I\In<itatnnd iMoclm, ni lo yoin 
polnicnl ‘^ituntioii 

I would e\cn wish \ou could icnd some mtclhq’cul uerson lo Suez or 
Cairo, posscssiim ■s our confidcuce, w ith whom I may confer 
i\Iav the AlmighU increase jour power and destroy your enemies 

BUONAPARTE. 

True Translation from the French, 

FnANCis Wappeiis, Translator 


iiPPENDIX H. 


Proclnmalton du General Buonaparte aur Haiti tans au Catre Ic Icr Nivosc, 
Pan 7n>c dc la Bcptibltquc Fran^oisc 

Dcs hommes peners avoicnt e^ardunc partie d’entre nous , ils ont peri 
Dieu m’a ordonn6 pour Gtro iniscncordicux pour Ic pcuple , J’ai 6t6 ele- 
ment et raisencordicux pourvous 

J’ni CtC faehd centre vous de\otrc revolte, jc vous ni pnv6 pendant deux 
mois dc votre Divan mais aujourdhui je \ous Ic rcstitue, votre bonne cou- 
duite a effaed la tnchc de votre rcvoltc 

Schenfs, Ulemas, Oratcurs des mosnudes faites bicn connaltrc au pcuple, 

? [uc ceu\ qui de gaietd dc emur se dcciarcront nos cnncmis n’aurontde rc- 
uge ni dans cc mondc ni 1’ autre. 

Y aura-t-il un homme asscz avcuplc pour ne pas voir quo le Destm 
diriee toutes nos operations , y auroit il quclqu’un assez incrddulc, pour 
reioquer en doutc que tout dans to vastc univers, cst soumi a Pempirc du 
Destin 

Faites connaitre au pcuple que depuis que cc mondc est monde il etoit 
cent qu’aprbs avoir ddtruit les Ennemis de ITslamisme fait abattre la 
Croix Jc viendrois du fond de Poccident remphr la tache qui m’a dtd im- 
posde Faites voir au pcuple que dans le saint livrc du Coran, dans plus 
de vingt passages, ce qui arnvc a dtd prdvu, et ce qui amvera est egalement 
cxphqud. 

Que ceux done que la crainte seule de nos armes empGche de nous nuire 
changent car en faisant au Ciel des veeux contre nous, ils soliciteroient 
leur condamnation, quo ces vrais croyants fassent des voeux pour la pros- 
pdntd de nos armes. 

Je pourrois demander compte h, chacun de vous, des sentiments les plus 
secrets de son coeur, car je sais tout, m8me ce que vous n’avez mt 
personne. 

Mais un jour viendra que tout le monde verra avec evidence, que je suis 
rondmt par des Ordres Supeneurs , et que tous les efforts humains ne peu- 
vent nen contre moi. Heureux ceux qm de bonne foi sont les premiers Ji 
se mettre avec moi 
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E^nd •f • iMtcr frnfn Mr UJitrf tu f^rHCr^riltf datci IC/i 
yfpnt 173d 

A ffCTtlrmanof<xl--ftflr« forre pondcncc hw^IreD me rrrf7i 
uti taVen macb dl^corer llicdcttlwHoD of tU irmamcnt famjnj 

OD Id Oenoft anh ibc rwt nf lu!j awl Fnmcf Tbe radU of which hM 
bee» M follows and well foanOe^ That the rrmlcrnnji U to U at 
Alacdo to Cbnfrti fma (?eoM DndToalonj that/rom Jbe2j»hof Ihl* 
month to the IDth of M»T the trhoJeafc to he metnhled there oral 
Mtltt which U to l^e (drtn tjp on their appeamnee t that timilf 
the Ibe and Welle* Freach Aenetbuj Ac. irt to beetnploje.1 with COO 
nil of tran'iport* and 60 000 men. Ateiandrla I* the pncudpal dejUDa- 
tlon wid even the DUck Sea. with the i-wifent of the Ottoman Porte and 
that howextr executed tie vote U mcont tpslnst tie Evrt h'1 * Comyanys 
MieertM /*V« ShouU not ihh be pm a atop to the enn c4]acncea majrbc 
fatal I forwbe*hcr hy the Oolph of Pmla— hy Jaori from EjirTpt— of 'be 
Red Sea (nopt may ^ fpd ovt eitirr a^ *r *t $ /nture time and by 
keeping pwmilon of AI«aiHlfia Odro aud Soex they mlj^t e»eo on b 
peace mete »/ff*iKet 4<van*a ififttrrU*ce/ h /nJia 


t}tpy tetter from Mr Secrettry DvnHui to Loni GrenvVle * 

filr DBAa iKiao UloliWoo ISifaJone 173*^ 

In eoMe<pieBee of the lateHhfetiee from Mr Udner btelj trawioUted 
to me by yoar Lordihrp and theatlll more rtccDt iDteilbetrce from Frink 
fort and theeomreaaleaUoa oadniot&e bit D!;:ht rebtlreto the pmweit 
dbpoal of the Porta gu oe troopi I hare tboci);bt It rif;ht to pat roy Idea* 
on paper upon the tnbfcct of the ftippo«ed expedition of QDonaparte to 
E^i In order that thU Imporwuit inoject, with all lu hearing may re 
odre s mitnre cotuhleratloa In cxecuLlD;^ tbb Intention Mtrerer I 
mmt conlent myielf with IhrcnrlnK my Wea* Jotnely tOffCtber foraltboo^h 
I hare erer ibee ray connectloo with the adrabUtrotfon of lodm bfee^t 
prat peb* to collect Information by ertry mean# and bore Jooff ma/Ie up 
my mind to a conriction that tbe poueuioa of £;^t by any rreat £a 
ropcan power would be a fatal circaoutance to the InleteiU ot uJ* conn 
try 1 canoot collect tORelher my memorandann npoo the mbjcct to Imme 
diorely ai %o toiwer my porpiwe In the pre»eflt roomeat bat harinff 
wekhed the opinion 1 now gire rery milardy at the time of the threat 


ened war with Roiib, I atn pretty certab I trill not be rery erroDcoui In 
tbe ftateraent I mean to gire too 

I am ttofftrine b my hope* bat our fleet now b the Mediterranean will 
lopenede tbe ueceitlty of deddlog upon any practical concloaloni which 
ntay flow from our ipecnbtioraopon till ftjbjcct. bat Si the prospect U 
hihle to dliapMbtment. I mtai prwume tod proceed upon the lupposl- 
rion that lie French arroammt baa iweettfnljy reacted Alexandria | and 
If they Ure done to it la needleaa to trouble yon with a detail of tbe late- 
rior wealmcM of ^pt b eray reipect wb,tetcr b order to prore the 
fa^tyofltsiabJt^tloB tThetber done wfabont the coacarTvace of tbe 
Ottoman Po^ or with bdr coocnireuce as itated b your Information 
from Frankfort Eren If they were to re*t contented wltn that conqoeit 
witboot extending their newt further at preient I ihoold think they had 
performed tbe meet waeterjy ttwie they hare erer ret done for (heir fa 
tore aggranduement b power and b vrealth. Tbii h too lai« o fleW to 
enter upon at pretent; but I cannot refrala from putting bto your haml* 


Befemd to at p aso 
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It 


, lij hnnl t'r .. 

a paper upon that subject recenth put into my 

succinctly states the outlines of wnit is 1 ** ur in overv i'irn lie 
session in the hands of France, and I ceiiainljr coni cmniiun 1 ms lt d me 
states, with many additional ones which my orocui 
often to reiolvc upon. dinctml to ilm fnr- 

But to return to tlie purpose of th» letter, which namelj , On over- 
thcr ^icws of the French, as stated in your intelliire (orniorirt tlu re 
ihrmr ttfwr Indian jwrfr by an attack upon the Br that the liin- 

I belicic it is not a new idea, and 1 liaie reason to |,ni hoiiiluu s Ik iwlc n 
press of Russia had it in conteniplalion, at the timeti j, 
that Court and Great Britain were likely to takei*la(,j^rf^„c^„ I,f 
The transportintf an army to IwHa from the ^lcdk,lc nnd ilic Ultici Sen, 
tempted in one of four wa)s — nther hy ConMantinO' |,. 
or secondly, by vessels from the Red Sea, or thirdli^l ., ,^1 of the Ara- 
through the Upper Yemen to Muscat, or rather loL tdiout oppo'-itc the 
bian coast where the sea is roost narrow (whkh jq {,(. procured at 
island of Kishmish,) and there by the help of 'cs*i,j„|j remainder of 
Muscat to cross the ^Iph, and Uience proceed thrrtj. gnfliticnes of \cs- 
Persia, entenng Hindostan by crossing the Indus; o^c".iiv of crossing the 
scls could be had at Muscat they might avoid the side of Indm 

gulph of Persia, and pass over directly by sea to the Ij. tlic Unphratc^l 
or taalif, the array must march to Aleppo, and at Bii,^ PcrMiui gulph ami 
and following that river and the Tims, descend to tj ’ 

thence proceed along the coast to the Indus jic Ottoman Porte has 

As to thc'first of those routes, if it be true that tl^tioncdin jour Frank- 
been so perfectly insane as to form the connexion metej by the Uardancllcs 
fort information, this route might certainly be pursU^ ()mt ,f jijgy to 
into the Black &a; but it is imjwissiblc to supposA^niggicg to obtain tlm 
reach the Black Sea, Russia which has made such ^>cnch force, winch it 
command of that Sea, would peimiit the transit of a l,f)„gncc of the French 
must sec would ultimately establish the power and iijjolding it impossiiilc 
Repi^lic in the centre of the Ottoman dominion. Jj, stance to take place 
that »c Emperor of Russia would suffer such a cirtu(„,] of tins route it 
it 18 unnecessary to trouble you with the further dclfjjg ,oto India, winch 
would be towards the Caspian, and thence to pcnetii|j„t of Persia 



certed with Tippoo Sultaun, because in that case vtf Tippoo feultimn or 
sent either from the Mauritius or from the ports o\|t j,/ transporting a 
from both, and in that case there could he no diffici^Pp-a, m o-ninU m fi,« 
body of troops either from the Red Sea or from theVerent^romes from 
manner I have already suppos^, in detailing the (nch Government can 
Egypt to India, but I am not of opinion that the Frq^ nil thn diffif..,! 
have formed a sufficient concert, or would run the n^Up- .Up 
ties which stand in the way of their enterpnze in eilT ^ 

The following reasons lead me to this conclu8ion-j\“e^oJ 
though the possession of Egypt has been long a favouf „„„„ ip-pj i 
the old and new French Goverament, and alway 4 Sy ! ^ 

03 the most obvious means of undermining the Britten tn d’ 

doDotthmk tdl recently they evereDteSmed an Cc „„not Ce eL 
in the gigantic manner now proposed, and consequenFRp,! «5p„ 
certed or prepared early enough to meet them m thi'up _p„,„J,.p 
gulph of Persia such an extent of shipping as .wouldj „ ^ umess S 
transportation of suchiau army .to the coasts oflndiStolennw tl, ^ 
made such a preparation, they are too well informed nC tho J 
out previous preparation they had no chance of findi' requisite ton- 
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rilbtr in tbe ArabUn or tbc IVr*hn ‘ » coodlr If tb^ had 
tboorbt of thUcatrrpflic inffidfnilj* wrif for inch prrpanlbo 
Jod^ent Eomt hare fopetited In them the ri^k of ihdr wboV pita belnp 
frmtfBlrd by iloniu or by tbe tlpilaoeenf <mr cmJicnin ibelodUn^tas ; 
IbiitUT they were not cemlo bnt Uitlr plant mmU be dlrcomfiictl ^ t 
rtrr imall nand force bdar ■uilcmnl cllner at the mooih of ibe lied Sea, 
oral Ibe month of the Ptnlin jrnlpb I and In fart I eonrelre It ereo now 
not to be too lite to tt«e that precnatloD 

Tbeae Tartoet reaioni latufy me that If tbit eoterprize Ii really to be 
TroderiaVen^ Duooiparte wHl, aa mocb a* poiilhle arobl tbe daapera of 
the tea^ wbkh li not bli element Imt trmunp to hU oirn eacrtlcmi and 
the enlbotlaam of U» followtn endcaronr to accmnnliib bb object by 
marcbloft to Aleppo enm tbe Eopbralea and follomntj tbe example of 
Aleia^er by follcmin;: tbe rirer Eaphiate* and the Tlfnt anddriceod 
!nr to tbe Pcralan tpilph and ibence procetdloj: aJonj; Ibe cot t to tbe 
IrSoa. Thb Tonie Tefpilm on Te»*«l* to transport troopj The reads are 
macb more practicable and tbe resoarceaof prorblons and fora^ mneh 
cretteri If Indeed tbe Tmii rrere hostile to tbelf rlew* they ceold In a 
Tariety of «ap annoy them both lo their fint project ami in tbclr afeer 
plans of rtemltlo^ tnelr army Iry tbe means of londloff tbeta at Aletan 
dretta or 8candrt>ofl the eeinrst port to Alcepo Botif uitatedlntbe 
Frankfort InteIPpeocc ibe Turks are rrsdlymeodly to tberlemof rranct 
1 do not see anr mton to nppose that tne object of resebiog Inda may 
not ^ accompllfbed It frill be done no doebt, with great fatigue and 
Ion of men t It must b« a tedbos operation and many hardships most be 
nndergooe i but these are comldemtloos tsblfb wdl not operate dtber npoo 
tbe leader or upon tbe foUesrers of tbb enterprlxe, and ibrnfore It tp> 
pears to me «« will act most noviselylf we omit any one exertion to pr^ 
tect oar Indian interests against tbe most formldahle danger to which Is 
myopblon U was erer exposed 

Tbe first and osott obrioni measure that rnn be pnnoed from this 
coentry b a direct repmentation both to tbe Emperor of Ilassla and at 
Constantinople. If uteTorks bare formed any raeb connexion dnd et}« 
tered into any sneb alllartce u stated In tbe Frankfort loteU^ence, their 
condoct b ao directly hostile to os as to reUere ni erery ceremony 
with regard to ifaem 'n>e Interest of Rossis Itself b so nearly concernea 
by ihcadmbrionof tbe French into Egypt, and the means thereby afforded 
them of gaining a pre-eminence b and tdllmatcly the conquest of Tor 
key that I caimot cooedre the Emperor with all bb padBo dispositions, 
will dioose to be a tame spectcitor of soch transactions Isotldug shoold 
be left undone on our part to exdtt him to n sense of hb dincer j and If 
the Turk's Dotwhhstaiiffinf the repreienlaljons of Rasila, persbt In roeb 
an allianw as b supposed^ we oogW to connect ocratlres as dosely with 
Rossia as possible and aid her in efcry project she may nndertake fur tbe 
ehasdsement of the Tnrks 

Information will be Immedialelyand by the speediest modes conreyed to 
our rorernments in India stadng tbe inteUigence we hare receliW and 
guarding them afiilnst the danger with which t^ are threatened and a 
naiml force either from the Ca^ or from India, most bo directed to crolso 
at the mouth of tbe Red Nm, and at the mouth of the Persian Gnlph. In 
order to pretent any mtiI commonleatioa between the French and the 
continent of India 

For these two years past there has been from thno to time, appearances 
of French embsariea, both hi Perria and In Egypt and It b not proUblo 
that the French would hare fanned such a pre^ as thb without haring 
endearoured to •eenro a co-operatloD wUh some of the powers throuS 
whose countries they are to pasaj and. In tbe last despatches from indb 
there sttmi to be a floating Idea as if Tippoo bad been boliErng out the 
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hopes of a French co-operation to one of our refractory rajahs, on the 
coast of Malabar It must be the object ef our government in India, by 
every means in their power, to counteract the intnmies which the French 
may have used for fticilitating their present enterprise I hope much may 
be done m this way , and considenng the desultory politics of Indian 
powers, the French may very speedily find themselves disappointed in the 
co-operation they have counted upon Any material disappointment in this 
respect must be fatal to their project— their army must be much fatigued 
anci exhausted after so long a march , and if in that situation we can induce 
the Abdalli, the Afghans, and other tribes bordering upon the Indus, and 
also the other powers m the north of India, t* nnoy the French army in 
their progress to our terntones, they would)’ ^ cut up before we were 
called to encounter them, as would render ouri uccess tolerably certain 
At the same time, it must not be forgot, that in all systems of intrigue 
ivith the native powers in India, we labour under a great disadvantage in a 
competition ivitb France However much we may endeavour to use our 
power m India nuth fairness and with moderation, still we are an upstart 
power, and our dominion there is estabhshed on the foundation of the 
conquests or cessions, made to us by a variety of the native powers It is 
impossible to suppose that they do not feel uneasy under such circum- 
stances, and therefore a more easy prey to the representation, seduction, 
and intngue of another power, who comes m the plausible form of offering 
to deliver them from Enghsh bondage, without desiring any recompence m 
return , m short, it is a nvalship, where our enemy has every thing to 
gain and nothing to lose, and where we have nothing to gam and every 
thing to lose 

Under these circumstances we have no certain secunty, except what 
rests upon our own independent and solid power , it is for this reason I 
urge the absolute necessity of reinforcmg our governments in India, by 
every means m our power The great demand for troops upon the Conti- 
nent at the begmning of the war, together with the eimeditions and loss of 
men^in the West Indies, and the conquest of the Cape, joined to the 
apparent security of India, has induced us to keep back from the Indian 
establishments those recruits necessary even for keepmg up their peace 
arrangement The 10th and 1 Ith regiments were destined many months 
ago for the East India service, but you know that both the one and the 
other have been since appropnated to other services, and are, of course, 
withdrawn from their former destination , and it does not occur to me that 
we have a possible resource for sending the requisite force to India, except 
in two ways The one is, to send the regiments, being two in number, 
lately recruited from the supplemental mihtia, to Gibraltar, and to send an 
equal number from thence to the East Indies The other resource is the 
troops in Portugal, and even after both of these are apphed to that service, 
our Indian security will not be adequate to our ivishes 
Do not conceive that I am undervaluing the semce to which you ivish to 
apply the troops in Portugal I know and feel its importance,* but I have 
uniformly and invanably maintained that it is our duty, m the distribution 
of our force, both naval nnd military, never to abandon the security of our 
distant possessions Their distance places them out of the reach of all 
ca'lraordtnary resources No militia regiment mil volunteer its service for 
the secunty of India— many will for the security of Ireland Every man in 
the kingdom will arm himself for the secunty of England, but the East and 
West Indies can look to no such resource Wien attacked they must 
stand or fall by the force apjiropnatcd to them, but they are placed beyond 
the reach of those mnumerable resources which present themselves when 
an urgent danger presses at home 

I remain, 

Mj dear Lord, jours very bincerclv, 

H UuMlAS. 
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*\rrrrl /ivm Frmhftrt 

[LarIcKcd In the forrjjolng Icllcf ] 

A MoMlenr F»uja« de St road (Vwmti m » nan nf Irlter* before the 
rcTolulioo) arrir^ Bt Franifort • fc»c dap ajjo He Ii wnployH by loe 
French Ooremment to make erKjolrW Into inbjecf^ of NalnnU In lorr 
The Abbd de Llile h here llkcwl*c on W4 tray to Dnmiwlck } he jrai ri 
alted by FaaUi with whom he wa' formerly acrjualQicd and \rbo In «n 
TcnalloQ Informed him that the capcilltlon from Toulon trai certainly 
deitlned to Epypij tiuit It bad I»een lone In acltatlonj that BnoDaparic 
bad formed the plan artd preralled on the Dlreclorr to adopt It i that tlic 
Porte had arrw that they lolpbt fake porwa Ion or Eeypb In retom for 
which they had iilpaUtca the fotnre payment of nlar^jaraof money 
the cetdon of lotne bUrxlJ taken from the ^ enetlini ond the free eipor 
lalbm of RTutn from Tj^rpt to Constaollncple which condltloa they had 
perttiaded the F^rte would alway* be olrterrcd Wnp !a iffect muloally 
adnujia^feoui j that the army onijer Doonanarte eonilned of 40 000 men 
the f7J/e of the French iroopi which woiud be praduallf relnforetd and 
that all the prinripal ofGcen In erery corpi and department of tlte army 
were cboaen by Dunaaparle I that the project wui after Lariuff iccnrcd 
poajenlon of certain parti of Fpyp* ocnrwl route by AmbU, 

throajth IVnla, croa the lodoi nearly wbcm Altrandcr did, and from 
thence adrance Into the Brhbh terrltorici He lald that the Directory for 
a lonf? time part had employed A{^oU la PenU and India, that thoie who 
at preaent had the chief power b Perib bad a^rreed to uiiit In and (aellJ 
tatathe enterprlzei that the Prince on the boniera of the Indsi fmeanlnjc, 
I nppOM ^maon Shah) bad done the aame atMl /imt a»eei*rn Iftit 
/kl!/ waeerrerf tettk Tippm ^r//«u ra leAtMi tke Cterr^Mni ireaW en 
rfnrroar (#r leerrf ew/rteiifWar) tecearw r4r numirr ^trvept ke kai rt- 
jubrd. lie ohaerred that thu eaterptue embraced a nnmbcr of {treat 
pabUc object! aa well aa many prime rlemr that BDonoparte taw in It 
an ample field for gTatlfylag hb ambition and perhapi a prorpect of eata- 
bQihl^ hlnuelf in tome great and independent altuatloa irblcb be conld 
•carcely bare done b Italy Afr Faujai pretended alw that the pn^ectH 
Inrarion of England wai Intended merely to creote expense, cjccfte appre 
bendon and corer this expedition to aa to prerent the DritUh filbbtry 
from taHng mearttrei for the icconty of therr Aabtic dombdona 


Impartnc^^ Effypi to tie fYnck 
[Enclosed In Air Dandaa*e letter to Lord Orenrille.] 

The probability of the French taking poMetalon of Egypt, natarally 
leida Qi, u a great commensal nation to eonilder the qacslioo of the pro- 
bability aa aa the conaequeneee that may arlae from the occompUib- 
ment of inch an ondertaUng 

I beliere it will bo rery genenl^ admitted that the poaaeajjon of Egypt 
ha* been a Jong time an object of French poUtlca | the lending of Alooiieur 
de Tott to tMTxev the lerela and toad* practicable tcrots the laihmoa of 
Suex remolna aa full proof of anch a dealgn which perhap* waa retarded 
at that moment by Ideas of Joatlce, now no Inngw preraUmg 

AJ Volney one of the lateac writen on the aukira of Egypt, and a man 
of lomo mlUnenca with the exlatl^ OoTemment of France, ipeaka but 
ahrttly of the military prowesi of the proaent Alamaloie Ooreniment 
and contidera 10 000 eSecUrc men as the g r ea teit number they ean bring 
Into the field ao that It appear* if In thl* boor of arrogance the Frenen 
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intend the invasion of pt, they mil not be prevented by the opposition 
that can be given to them'by the Mamalukc Government. 

The immediate advantages that may lead the French to this measure 
are, that after the various revolutions of parties that have taken place, <10 
establishment m Egypt may, perhaps, be deemed necessary to transplant 
such subjects as might otherwise be troublesome at home The idea of 
settling and pai celling out a country whose nehes and fertility have been 
the theme of all ages, cannot fail to catch the minds of those men, who, 
from habits of licentiousness and dissipation, are no longer fitted to return 
to the restraints of industry, or the sobriety of regular government 

Another very material argument arises in favour of such an establish- 
ment It IS well known that the southern provinces^ of France are not 
equal to the supply of their own wants for corn, which they have been 
always used to purchase of the Barbary States Egypt will afford them 
abundance in return for the common manufactures of France, and by this 
means, form a basis for that commerce by barter, which will easily extend 
Itself whenever their Government shall attain a sufficient degree of consis- 
tency , so much, therefore, may be said on the question of probability 
As to the adiamtages that may in future arise from such a possession, 
they are great and manifold , I know that it has been an opmion long pre- 
vailing m France, that Egypt would afford most of the articles of the East 
and West India growth, and I have reason to think such an opmion well 
founded. The productions of this country as it now stands are wheat, nee, 
Indian corn, millet, jesamum, cotton, flax, senna cassia, sugar, nitre, 
natron, sal ammonia, honev, and wax. 

But if we extend our idea, and consider the situation of Grand Cairo, 
we shall find it calculated for a great mart, extending its commerce to all 
around it It is the centre of the Carravan trade, and unites Europe with 
Africa and Asia by its circuitous commerce Carravans from Morocco, 
Nubia, Abyssinia, Armenia, Persia, Syna, Damascus, Aleppo, Algiers, 
Tunis, Trmoli, and vanous others, arrive annually at Cairo, and bnng the 
produce 01 their several countnes, and a large sum in specie for the pur- 
chase of such commodities as they want 
When the trade of Cairo was flourishing, it consisted of spices of all 
kinds, gums of various sorts, drugs of most kinds, silk, cotton, and all 
sorts of china and India produce, wuich were exchanged with the Carravans 
for gold dust, ivory, and slaves, and with Europe for gold, silver, copper, 
tm, lead, coral, and most articles of European manufacture Tlie Vene- 
tians, wEo earned on the greatest part of this trade to Europe m the 16th 
century, employed 43,000 seamen in it, nor has this commerce entirely 

S elded to the destructive Government of the Turks , for, according to 
onsieur Volney, the worth of the commerce of Cairo amounts annually 
to 150 milhons oflivres 

Should the French restore the commerce to India by the Red Sea, 
which IS, undoubtedly, their object, they unll do it to more advantao-e 
than ever it has yet been done For our commerce to India has intro- 
duced into these countnes more of the European manufactures than were 
formerly m demand, as well as familianzed the use of Chma and India 
produce to every part of the world 

Coffee and tea, two articles little knowm in former tunes, are now be- 
come generally and extensively m common use, and form a very consi- 
derable branch of commerce The growth of sugar and indigo in India 
arc likewise new articles, and of great consideration, so that the com- 
merce of the Red Sea is matenally changed in its favour 
The navigation of the Red Sea is by no means so dangerous as lo'no- 
rance has represented it The winds are periodical, making the passa«-e 
\erv short both to and from India, and the passage from Suez to Cairo 
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li tirenty dtyi by tbf Cimnms from Ctlro the dowo Itc 

Nile If tnroDffh > channel of aboDt tiro boodred mllca to the 
We wtre jormcrlr In the practice of tradm;? to Saei with a* * »orted 
c*r | >i>f i known In India by the name of Oolph pood* but the late tron 
blea In Egypt ^re dlitnrbed thli commrmal Inicrconnc. 

When I wa* In India I procured aertral lUtetnenU of the t^****^ 
thla trade from a free mcrrbaaiwho bad Umiclf been there andbccalc^ 
latea that on the aalc of two carpoca of the amount of £300 000 the 
profit! wonld irlie from 76 to 100 per cent dcdocilnp M per cent for 
the chflTpea of land carrinpe from ooet to Cairo the dotie* preaenU to 
the Beja and all conilnpenclc*. Tho retnmi to be made In J locba coffee 
on which there U a great profit both lo Eorope and Alla, and In blDa ai 
a remittance of tbdr money to Eorope. 

Shonld tbli trade therefore, be once caiabUihcd in the handi of the 
French, it U eaiy to foreaee the attendant conieoncBcea It wonld pl»e 
them the preference If not the mon^Iy In the mpply of the whole 
hlc^teTTancan In com, rice, tea, coffee lopar Indl^ iplcei and all 
aorta of India and CTlaa p>odi la retom for ul the artlclei of thdr own 
mannfactare zmnt of wbleh are well calculated for the demand of ibe 
Carrarani i and by mcanj of retnlttancei from India, thli commerce would 
be carried on for a time with the capliala of other coontries which Ii an 
adrantape pecnllariy necciairy to France at tbli moment. 

To follow all the drcnltoui branchca of inch a commerce would lead 
to lenptbi I cannot permit mraelf to foUmr; I fear they are too obnona 
Dot to ahew themaelrei pn tnc anpbteat examination bnt there U one 
admotape left to t maritime oatlotH-'there are no porta of ibelter on the 
whole cot5U of Syria and Egypt ofeosrae the lateotlon may be defeated 
by a oaral force lo lu Infancy, or Ita progreii may be alwayi Impeded by 
onr nrperior aetirity and nanu akHL 
SOti^pra 1798 


rrm /!/ £fW ^ JUfrain^fm to Dotrfwi Jine 5haiW 

Fort MTinaro July 8th 1733 • 

I bare already had the pleaittre to addrexa a letter to yoo, notifying my 
aninl In thk country and expreMlre of the Und and friendly aentlmenti 
I entertain towardi yon Which I troit yoo will hare rec ti red. 

It ia alwayi my wtih to malotalo the relatioDa of amity and pood-wlll 
with yon and bring conatantly auxlooa for the maintenance of yonr proa- 
neritf and welfare, I inform yon that 1 hare receired a communication 
from Zeminn Shah annotmeW hb Intention of TWUiwrinndoitan, and 
demanding my aoirtanee and that of the Nabob Vlaler for the purpoae of 
reHonng the throne of Delhi to SbahAlhim and of expeHlnr the Mah- 
nttaa from Hlndoatan Colooel fUmcr In whoie priadotn ana experience 
I repoae the preatat confidence, will hare the honoor to eommonjcate to 
iBSf" receired by the Hrnddent of Lucknow from 

If Zemaun Shah ihoold inrade Hlndoatan It wfll be neceMorr for aU 
the eatablbhed powen upon the nortb-weiteTO frooUer to bo rirfant, and 
to attend carefoily to the defence of their reap^e territoriea- Rjr thb 


• Thblrtter wt» procured for the Editor by the kindiKM of Mr Edmonatooe 

After the text bid fooa to prew bnt a* ft h of Importance, ft to here jlren 
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purj'n-r nlirnt'Vi'r vitu roltirn into \nitt «‘Wi •ifnmn^nn'*, vnu •^^U 
iifii) thr Hn!!'’) U''M<|rn? r,i Purh-'f. ui-tnir:'-'! b) m** (n t i!>"r JiiU> n 
OrfrtiMtr 'I tf lU ivitli \<nt i«r Ut'- pfotrrjji^i of \nt)r 

nftho r of th'* N^t'o’i \ n.ol of iho c of ili'* (’oinpitn, tli'' 

llimtcooil Moinoi of /riJi’itin 

tb''<ir fri^’nilU int^JiUoju to nnK \(M1, it tTotiM pUc tiK ■‘t- 

ti*f'’ftn>n to l'‘nrn tint o vn {»rit>!<'nr>-’. wo! ■jiOtir rrr^t*! for tin nifctj 
or\<mrtim1 i!>!r jii><«r'ilon' on tltr- no-tli n-ri't''ni frontier ofltoln, 1in>! 
‘tiCk'^^ti'il to \on t’le pftipr.r'v of rotiifiilni* to !Ijt)f!o»tin for t!n piirpiop 

of nVin:: tlif* r^ipiiMtr- prronuoin 'i-'nimt tin >inp'')i'!u):: iHnj:' r ^otir 

frun'l'hip fur tl.r f'-oinpitn, u}n>h t Inlntr nli\i\* to In fiir- 

nolir* nmitlnr motive to In'liuu \o» m>l T" protnrl \niir etnv Jti tin ilo- 
mimon'* of ilir IVMoo 

'I lie rominrt of *1 ippno Suit'’'! I Iniin^r ptclv l*ern of n trryofTnrni 
imd hostile mtnrc tomoU tin Unti li <»otcrmn<-nt nm! iti niln', ii k 
tlicrfforr note* ir\ for i le, m ro.ytir nitli tin Ninm nml tviih the 
iVi'liun, nli nniti'^I 1>\ 'Irrntv.) to <trtinml intofi* tion of'lippnu. 

I rornr^tlv Itopr tint 'Ilppim iinx rntofu tin jiot rvpet ntimn of llii' 
nllic* witliunt Kimprllmp ilnm to resort to nrmv, mv miiform ilispoMtmri 
licintr to ptr'eru* prater nidi loin nml nith rtrrv power m Imln Hut * 
tintlcr llir tiri'unntniu'f *. of ‘1 ippoo‘» prrpiritmm for trir, pruilrnre rr- 
nmr< >■ tint the n!ln» «linu!'l l>c prep »ml on thrir pin to jnrM un\ rvj;^nnr\ 
lint nny nroc Tin jirr cut poMtiuu of \oiir nniij prevent* bmli the 
IVidnvn iml the Nirun from fulllllinc their •hfunivt rni.Tj^f'mcnl"' tuth 
the Ilntoh Govcrumeni tiorunst tlir lueini’ri) ntincki of 1 ippoo A*' \nu 
nrc the fncml of the Couipnuv, \ou nil! he "(u^ihlc of the propriety nml 
yu«licc of inv :umr:il)lc rc^juc^l, uml uui will not continue to on up} *n po- 
rtion nluch di-ehlo's the nllies of the Compnnt from tirtui", where their 
n‘<i<trvnvc n due under the “olcmn uhhj;fttmn of cxi^t*m{^ Tre'itic* 

When }ou nrrne m \mir men donunum*, ton ndl there find Colonel Col- 
lins nhn’tn Sir .lohn S^Itorc nppoiulcd Uisirjent nt }our Diirlnr, nnd whom 
I Imvc confinnnl in tint nppointmcni * plnrm^^eqiml relmnce on ho uhili- 
tici Ucnilllmic the honour to present mv inrticular ri •■pi ct^ to vou, 
and in nddilion to a dofcii'tive Trent} ntj’vin«it*Zcmium Shall, hcnillofler 
my mediation for the adjustment of nil dilTertnecs hclnccn jou nnd the 
Niram nnd die Pcislnvn 

Nothing would make me so happy tn to become tlic mstrnmentof pence 
and rcconLiliation hetneen }ou and the courts of Ilvdcnihnd nnd Poonnli ; 
for I consider }ou all ns the friends of the Comnany, and it lias given me 
great concern to witness }our lute unfortunate dissensions 
I entreat }oii to understand that this letter is dictated h} a spirit of 
friendship, nnd of anxiety for ) our real interests I refer }ou to Colonel 
Palmer for the particulars of all mj ecnlimcnts towards you, nnd I hope 
through him to hear a satisfactory account of jour wclfnre, nnd to obtain 
an additional pledge of your aniic'ublc disposition 

_ _ _ MonMNOTON 

Is B. Edmonstone, (A true copy.) 

Persian translator to Govt. 
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MiLrn\ onpERs 

Uy the Hi/rfit J/9n*itnUr tke (krrrntr ( aimi 

rflrMMIIiam Pcc 2I't I/D-^ 

The OomuoT Gcnenl bai olncrTfd triJh tbe utmtHt lotNfaction the 
xml ind tUcritjr mtli which all rant* of the Euroj>c*n Arm nlin nml 
PoOnpjMC InhaliltaoU of lUc lotm of Calcutta, barr applleil tlrtm*clr« In 
leorn the me of onni ilnce the rc-caublMhinctil of the corpi of F aropeafi 
tnilltlL 

The retrular tod • tWoom attcntloa of the Infantry end raralry com 
prlilnc tWi respectable corps wQl soon render U an Important a 1 liticm lo 
the rollltary force of this Presidency and srlll contrllnile essentially in tlte 
aecunty of tbe teat of the mpreroe Gofemrocnt of the British po'^ejslon* 
In India. 

The OoTemor-Generil b«K» on the ere of hli departore fitr Tort St 
Oecrjce, tales tbU opportunity of declann;; Ms pitblle approbaUon of ex 
ertlom so honoorable to the cbanctcrof ibU acttlcDienl and so confonna' 
hie lo Ihw fpHt whWh now seenres tbe British empire in Eoropc »;;»liul 
the combined efforts of all Its eneoile* 

An the officers hearing commissions in tbe militia haTinc witfaont ex 
ceptlon manifested crery noiilble dc^ffce of actlrtty and dillcTDce In the 
formation and dlurlpllne of ihdr respcctlre companies and troops the Oi»- 
Temor-GenenU will not aticmrt to ^criminate the raeriu of indirldtuls 
bdon^QC to tbe corps. But it is hUdalr to express a particnlar sense of 
the lerrin reodereu br Lieut. ColonelUebb of tbe 2od rrj^iment of 
uUre eaniry In fonnlo;' the corps of snlUiU enniry which hw dcrired 
great adrantage from the ralual 1e mstroctlons of that retpectabk offieer 

'nte Goremor Ocnen d bt persoaded that bo Incitemest is necessary to 
ctutiis the seal wUch now animates the whole leitieffient | bat be cannot 
withhold from tbe gentlemen who hare exerted ihemselres on this occt 
lion the aeconipanyuu^ tesUmoor of tbo ralne of their lerrices contained 
in a letter from the Rlfht lion. Henry Dondu which dU not reach Fort 
William until some we^ after tbe re-estabUihment of the (ilcutta Eo- 
ropean mlU^ had Ulen place. 

JKrtrsrt t/'a UUerJ)^ du 7Z^Ar//isa. lltniy Dgndtt /• tit Rtgki H— 
tke Get enters GcwffU? imttd tie 16/i Jwtt 1793. 

In conieqnence of the menaces and arrogant laag nijn i of our enemy 
thxeaienlnx, by an innulon of oorown Island at once to strike at the whole 
rltals of our stren^ and power a splnt of xeal, nrdent loyally and na 
^nai pndc has been excUed to a decree nneqnalled at any p^od of onr 
history » and tbe conseqnence of it 1^ that all raaka and degrees of men 
are coming forward to be trained In arras — determined to rep^ erery at- 
tempt to Insnlt oar coasts, or to dlftarb the Internal peace and proipenty 
of the countrr We are. In truth become an armed natloo j and in ad^ 
tloa to all OUT other adsantages hace formed a bulwark of internal aecu 
rity founded upon tbe rolnnttry real loyalty and valour of the countrr 
I wish, earnestly to urge roar Lordship to tahe this statement under tout 
consideration as appHoWe to the situation of Indii If it be tme that a 
fuccessfbl Invadon of this conntrr would prom fatal to os In erery one 
interest worthy to batow a thought upon h la still more peculiarly troe 
with regard to his WiOes^s subjects acttled In India. A snccettfal attack 
upon our potseslions m India, and the orerthrowof the Bntlsh Interests 
there, would be a death s wound to erery proapect which any drlJ ser 
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vaiit of tlie company can entertain Wiy then are not they, so far as is 
consistent with their other ai ocations and duties, to devote some leisure 
houis in each week, m order to learn the use of arms, and to form them- 
selves into corps, under the authority of the Government, for the purpose 
of addinp; to your European strength in India, and preparing themselves, in 
case of the last extremity, to saenfice their lives in defence of those inte- 
rests, upon which every thing essential in life must depend This is an 
advantage which, in the day of difficulty, no other European nation but 
ourseli es, have the means of resorting to 


APPENDIX I. 

To Lieut -General Hams, Commandei -in-CJiief, Sfc * 

Sin, 

Having in obedience to your orders taken the command of the troops 
ordered for the assault of the Fort of Senngapatam, consisting of a corps 
of SIX companies of European flankers from the Bombay army, under 
Lieut -Colonel Dimlop , a corps of four companies of European flankers 
from the Scotch Brigade, and the Regiment de Meurone, under Colonel 
Sherbrooke, his Majesty’s 12th, 33rd, 73rd, and 74th regiments, ten 
companies of Bengal sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colond Gardener, 
eight companies of coast sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Dalrymple, 
SIX compames of Bombay sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Mignan , 
one hundred artillerymen, with a proportion of gun lascars, under Major 
Bell The European and Native pioneers under Captain Dowse, amount- 
ing as per enclosed return of men actually under arms at the assault, to — 

F-’-X'i&r : : f:gl}Totai - ^,376 

I have now the honour to report to you the measures I took to secure 
the success of the important object entrusted to me, and the result, and 
to enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the assault 

Having received your instructions to make the capture of the ramparts 
my first object, as the force under my command was not deemed suffi- 
cient to assault the ramparts and town at the same time, when defended 
by Tippoo’s whole array, I directed Lieut -Colonel Dunlop, with six com- 
panies of Bombay European flankers, simported by his Majesty's 12th and 
33rd regiments, and ten companies of Bengal sepoy flankers, with fifty 
artillerymen, to assault the North ramparts, and to push on with the 
European flank companies until he met the South attack, under Colonel 
Sherbrooke, consisting of the flank compames of the Scotch Bngade 
and Regiment de Meurone, reinforced by the Grenadier companies of 
his Majesty’s 73rd and 74th regiments, in consequence of the vigorous 
resistance, there was reason to apprehend at the several heavy battenes 
on the South face of the fort, and supported by his Majesty’s 73rd and 
74th regiments, eight companies of coast native, and six companies of 
Bombay native flankers, with fifty artillerymen, when the whole were di- 
rected to form on the East face, imtil arrangements were made for the 
attack of such of the Cavahers as might not already have been seized on, 
or for proceeding to the attack of the body of the place, if with the force 
remaining such a measure should be deemed adnsable 
The assault commenced, in obedience to your orders, at one p m 
C olonels Sherbrooke and Dunlop were directed on no account to qmt the 
inner rampart previous to their junction, for any other object but tliat of 


* Referred to at page 570 
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tdiloff on the ca\eJIcn In tlie nrtpliboartiood of ibrlr rc»i>«tUe itUrVi 
•Ad lo Imc no time In repolnlnr tbclr •Itowloo on ibe ramjtarti u »ooa 
u that object iboal d be atiilned #nd n-cry cavalier or poit on tbr ram 

K rt which It miffht be deemed w»ential to lecurc were Imroedialfly to 
occupied by a battalion company or companlei from the lopportinr 
European rtff 1 mcnt» lo that the whole of the fronnd once captnred 
mlcht be recored and the flanheft on their Junction be In foil Torre to 
follow up their •nccc<» by an attack on any of the carancr* *»hlrb had 
not fallen In their way or by an aitault on ihe body of the town nnd Ibe 
palace of the Snliaan 

Id the loceeji of crery part of Ihla plan my wanoett wi^het were yratl 
fied { the whole of the nunnarti aud crery carallcr in the fort were In a 
rlporoai ainiult of a few hoar* In the rKH»e«lon of our troopr who 
were too well acquainted with the tbIdc or their conque*! to render Ibe 
retalnlnjT it atalntt the whole of TIppoo a army at all donblful. The 
place therefore beinp lo lecnrcly our own j wa not anxloui by an 
Immedtate attack on Ihe palace to brio;' on a fmh and unnccemiy 
alant'hteri and Indeed the cahaocted autc of the (pilbot flaoVera rendered 
It eape^Dt for me to holt a abort time before I proceeded to ibe attack 
of the palace, which If TIppoo wn» In It there wo* crcTT rcaion to lup- 
pote would he If pouibic aa ^^lanilr defeeded ti aiuclfcd. 

jDarlny this bait two freih baltalloQa of lepora arrlrcd and iruitin;' 
that by thb time the Sultana woold ace how mdticu any farther resist 
ance mart prore I requetted Major Alleo Depute Quarter Ma ter-Oe 
neml who hod Juit arrtred fmm camp and who from hU hnowledrc of 
the bopuj^e wu well qtudlded to exeente the duty to proceed with a 
ftaf of truce to the palace and offer Cowle to TIppoo buIiauD and crery 
peruQ in bit palace on bli Imncdlate and uncoDdltlonol aurreedef of 
blfflaelf and family lo me ( at the same time lofonsln^ him If there wu 
the atoalleit baltatios In acceding' to tbia offer that an Immediate aaaanU 
on the palace wwnld take place, and erur man Id It be put to the awor^ 
Ihe Orvnadlera and part of the l^h re^ment under Mi^orCralme with 
the Ihid battalion of tne Ihh regiment of aepori accompanied Bl^or Allen 
to pot thia threat Into Immediate eiecutloD Uneceaaajy; and 1 prepa^ 
the flankera now a little recorered from their fallcoea to follow to the 
attack of the palace on the drat aljnu] of hoitHJtlea barinir recommenced 
(for the ftrloff had ceeaed on all aldca for npwarda of an hour) In the 
mean time I recehed Intellifeace from one of the prUonera of whom I 
cauaed enquiry to be made ai to the place where the Englhh toldlcra 
who had been uken In the different uianlta on the enemy’a ont potta 
don^ tie a»^ were eonffned that they bad all been put to death about 
ten dava before In the moat barbaroua manner by hariup nalla dnren 
through their aknlla On thli 1 Immedialely adronced with the flankera 
of the 74th regiment and the Dght Infantry, and remaining part of the 
15th regiment, reaolred if Cowle had not already been rranted, and the 
dreadful tecounu of the fete of our fellow aoldlera were conflrmed, to 
aaenflee the tyrant to their manes. 

On reaching tbepaIace,AI^or Alien come out to me,and bformed me 
be with TIppoo • two youngest aona who were ignorant where 

Ihelr f^er was, but were diapaaed to aurrender themaelrea and the palace 
on a promiJc of protection. Anaiooa, If poasible, to dUcorerTmpw 
who I had been informed was certainly b the palace, I hesitated to agree 
to condidona unlM they would Inform me where their fiitbcr wm 
and threatened to aeo^ the moat aecret reccaaea of the pahme If he mu 
not InatanUy produced , but not being able to learn from them where the 
wishing to get them out of the fort before It was dark 
after gmng them erery aaaurance of protection and kind treatment, I sent 
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tliera off to von, uiidei diarge of Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew, your public 
Secretary, and Captain JMernott, your Aid-dc-Camp, escorted by the 
light infantry company of bis Majestj^s 33rd regiment The palace was 
then taken possession of Avithout opposition I now proceeded to the 
search of the palace, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Close and Major 
Allen, taking care, however, to avoid the Leuana, round which I had 
posted a sufficient force to make his escape from it impracticable. In 
the palace we found a man who, on being severely threatened, said that 
the Sultaun was killed in attempting to escape through the Northern 
Sally Port, and offered to conduct us to the body We accordingly pro- 
ceeded thither, and under a slaughtered heap of several hundreds, manv 
of iVhom were men of consequence in his service, had the pleasure to . 
discover the body of the Sultaun, he had been shot through the head and 
body, and was qmte dead, I caused him immediately to be put into a 
palanquin, and conveyed to the palace, where the body was identified by 
some of the principal men who had fallen into our hands, and by tivo of 
the eunuchs belonging to his Haram 

I now proceeded to give such protection to the inhabitants as was in 
my power, and although it was bv this time dark, as 1 have beard no 
complaints of outrage or insult bemg offered to any after the conflict 
ceased, I may venture to say the natives of India will be satisfied that the 
British soldiers are not more brave than humane 

Early the next morning Abdual Cawlic, the second son of Tippoo, and 
the elder son of the two who were delivered to Lord Cornwallis as hos- 
tages at the conclusion of the last war, was met by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dalrymple coming from the island to deliver himself up, he was imme- 
diately assured of protection and the most liberal treatment, and I went 
to meet him to shew how much satisfied I was with the confidence he 
placed in us by thus delivering himself into our hands when the means of 
scape were perfectly in his power 

Havmg been led to expect you m the fort yesterday morning, I waited 
ivith Abdual Cawlic to deliver him into your own hands But on bemg 
relieved by Colonel Wellesley, I proceeded with him to camp, and deli- 
vered him over to you 1 perceive, in the general orders of yesterday, 
hat no mention is made of Colonel Sherbrooke This, I perceive, is 
owing to that order being pulilished before I had time to make my report 
to you of the conduct of the troops under my command on the assault, 
which was highly exemplary throughout, and if, where all behaved nobly, 
it IS proper to mention individual raent, I know no man so justly entitled 
to praise as Colonel Sherbrooke, to whose exertions I feel myself much 
indebted for the success of the attack 

I make no doubt but Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, who commanded a 
party of equal force with that of Colonel Sherbrooke, would have mented 
equal praise for his exertions had he not most unfortunately been disabled 
by a wound very early in the assault, a circumstance I most sincerely re- 
gretted, as from the well known character of that officer, and the clear 
manner in which he understood the instructions I gave him relative to 
the attack he was to lead, I put the greatest confidence m the success of 
the attack 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

^ „ Datid Baiud, Major-Genaral 

vamp at Senngapatam, 
bth Mav, 179') 
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Detachment under the Command of Colonel Roberts 


Corps 

Non Commissioned 
Drums Rank and 
File 

Total 

1 Company Bengal Artillery 

57 


1 Do Coast 

85 




142 

1 Battalion 10th Regiment B N I 

993 


2nd Do 10th Do Do 

1008 


2nd Do 2nd Do C N I 

10G5 


2nd Do 7th Do Do 

1068 


1st Do 11th Do Do 

1092 


2nd Do 1 1th Do Do 

1099 




6325 

Companies of Gun Lascars 


318 

Total 


6785 


Detachment in the Southern Division under the Command of laeutenant Colonel 

Brown 


Detachment of the 1st Battalion Artillery 

58 

58 

1st Division 1st European Regiment 

300 

2nd 

Do 

2nd Do Dp 

346 

646 





2nd Battalion 1st Regiment (3 Companies) 

349 


Ist 

Do 

2nd Do 

1040 


Ist 

Do 

3rd Do 

900 


1st 

Do 

13th Do (2 Flank Companies) 

224 


2nd 

Do 

13th Do (2 Do Do ) 

224 

2737 







New Troop of Cavalry 

108 

108 



Gun Lascars 

168 ' 

168 



Pioneers 

100 

100 



Total 


3817 


Northern Division Commanded by Colonel Vigors 


European Infnntrj’^ 12p 

Native Infantry including Revenue Corps and Invalids 67 12 


Total 


6841 


N B A Detachment of Recruits from Hydrabad, consisting of 7 Havildars, 
6 Naiqucs, 7 Puckalhes and 743 Sepojs, at Masuhpatam, not included above 
Five Companies of His Majesty’s 19th Regiment of Foot, and one Company of 
Bengal Artillery, ordered from Columbo to join the Troops in the Field in the 
Southern Division, not included in the aboie Also a Detachment of IIOO Men 
under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Read in the Barahraahaul 
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crNFJiM, onnni of f^ncampmfnt of tiif chasd atimy 


Irt Rpg 
lit no l-thDo 
o”S Clh Do 

i i n M 15th Foot. 
^ tJ ft Scotch BriRide. 

H M 74ihroot. 

5 M 

S ^ Jit Bait Dlb Rrt 
^ijrvdDo l-nhDo 
g Jod I>o, 3rd Do 


klajor of Drifculc \JL bMidcr 
Cohmct Oa^e Comauadlne 
Qr Mut. Rrtc Lfrot. Drkc 

MiJ OcTu Oafad CoramAixiJn^ 

>Ia}or of Dricmdc U LaioMon 

mj of Brif*<k‘Lt.Colfbrt>eke 
CoL Shcrbroolr CoaunwUor 
Qr IfksL Brifide Unit. Kclif 



4 IctDcRi^ \olunt. >taj ornri)r*d«CapLCopp«{v 
^ & 3rd Do Do LLCd GonUDfrCoouwadioii; 

^ g 5Bd Do Do Qr »f»t IWr U IL W^rtot. 

i ^ H IL 83rd Foot. 

tUf. de Meuroa- The Hen- Cd XTrilolry Cocag 
ILhl TJrdFoot, of nr%»te dpt Iforbct. 

^ Tod Bet 9th Rc^ Br^C CBfM Ix. HTbmoo 
^ ft U^ 8mtt CoamuMflo^ 

g Sod Do. Hh Do Qr Meet Drit Lt Anaerooc 




tl OB rt •• •r 


„-S IrtRtt HttCtT ' 
h2 t 19thDo Di*fooo*. Cd Strmttoti CotonuaHn* 
g g 4thDo,NatiToC«T mj of Brijide Lt Btrtdun, 



5nd Do, Do 

15th Do DnfOoo* Odond Pilw Conuntodlag. 
SrdDoNedT IWarDristdoMiJorMtmofL 





Robert Gordon, Adjutant-General 
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APPENDIX N. 


Return of Killed, Wounded and Missing, of the Corps which were engaged 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Harris in the action mth 
Tippoo Sultaun’s Army near Mallavilly, on the 27th of March, 1799. 


Corps 


His Majesty’s I9th Dragoons 
25th do 

Hon Com. 1st Reg of N. Car 
2nd ... do 
3rd do 

His Majesty’s 33rd Regiment 
. 7dth do 

. Scotch Brigade . 

Hon Com lOth Reg Bengal N I 
1st Bat 1st Reg Coast 
1st do 6th do.. 

2d do 3rd do . . 
2d do 11th do... 
1st do 12th do .... 
2d do 12th do .... 

Total 


Europeans 

Natives. 

Horses 

Killed 

Wounded 

C 

w 

05 

O) 

W 

Wounded 

be 

C 

05 

1 Killed 

1 Wounded 

bo 

a 

05 

05 

s 


8 





3 

22 

3 

* 

2 


• t 



3 

2 






2 

• 

3 

4 


« 

1 

• • 


1 


2 

1 


• • 

* * 


• • • 

1 


1 

4 



4 


• 






6 

17 


• • • 

• • 





1 

6 



• 

0 




• 



• » 

3 





• 

• • 

• • * 

1 

1 

1 

4 




• 



* • * 

i 

3 

'l 





• 



1 





• 

• • 

• 


2 

1 







• 

1 





6 

37 

• 

1 

16 

6 

12 

33 

3 


OtScers included in the Return -IFomded, Captain Kennedy, 19th Light 
®SMVore;™lrCn™“’ ofNafveOalnlry, lIu- 


B CiiOsE, Adjutant General, 
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OFnCERS KILLED AND WOUNDED INCT UDFD IN TUP 

ohNEiiAi iirruriN 

MtJorC Cimnhrll lit bsL lit MoHru rr^ N I kllWClbAnril l/W 
liraL Q Kixon 11 M IJlli rry dn 6th do Idctit T F«11 a» oo. do. TtK 
do I/IciJt niirernU, 3.1nl do 6 lb do U«t rirfworkcr^V^Bftwltr Dm 
pil artUicry wotirKW 6th do Lieut. IL Nixon II M lUlIi rci, do 6th 
do Ueat, hldf do do Cthdo Etulcn Nctllle do do l/ihdo Cant 
I Munro Sod lat I2ih Madrni N I So 18tL do IJcot I ^ croon do 
do do do I lent Moore, do do. do do Lieut Maeklntoib SofllnUOrd 
Madmireff N I do l/lbdo Cant Alexander Torriano Bombay arlll- 
Vry VUledlStbdo, 1 leut Wm hi Reddle do do I8ih do Heat \\m 
Taylor itafi* wounded do. do Lieut. <lercEDlah I/oek 2nd bat 2Qd rr;; 
Bombay N I do. do do Llcuu Jobo Barnard do do do. do AiiUi.> 
inry^n Glmier Reff de Meuron killed I9lh do. LleuL I Tub 2dd bat 
3rd &Iadraa rei^ N I do 20(b do. Ucau S ‘'tnltb do. wounded do do 
lieut rietcber II M 7-ltb rtf' do do. do Capt C. L hlcan lit bat 
2nd Bombay re^ N J killed 2tit do Cant. John Gordon H M 76th 
TT{' woutwlM do. do. CapU Mareball, lit bat. 6tb Dornbay rrj; N I do 
do do Capt. W m Drown, lit bat 3rddn do do do do Llent Todil 
H M 73rd rre do 2tjlh do Capt. Ilay H M Scotch brijrade kilted do 
do Lieut, hf Death, do wouoded do do Llrut louei do do do do 
LLMLean, do do do do Lt Blair lit bat MadraiartiLdo 25th do Lt 
Irrtoe II fit 74th ref killed 2Cth do Capt Aylooe do Troondeddo do. 
lileut. filaxwell do do do do Lieut Garrioftan do do. do do. Lieut 
M Lean, laa IT &I 73rd re^ do 27th do Capt kloUe H M Scotch 
brlji^e <lo.do.do Capt naachaod Rcf de Meuron do do do. Lleot 
Futfcn Srd bat Bengal roloatcen do do. do LifQt>Col Montagu Beo< 
^artlUery woundH 2Qd May (iloce dead ) Llcui CooLetley lit bat 
Aladraa artillery killed <lo. do. Ospt Coiby italT do. Srd do Capt Lt 
Caldwell hladra engineeti wouDd^dthdo. Major Slanderille, 2Qd hat 
bladrtu ordnery do do do Capt Joardan 2ud bat do kllM do. do 
Capt Lieut Preicotl lit bat do wounded do do Lieut Shane 11 M 
12tnreg do do do. Cmt Mideod 73n! do do do Lieut I^alor 73cd 
killed do dck. Ideot Thomai, 73rd wounded do do JElnrlm AntU 
73rd do do. do Ewlgn Gathne 73fd do do do, Lieut Farqub^ 
74th Idlled, do do Lieut rrendergost 74lh, do do do Lieut Hill 
74th, do do do Llent Shaw 74th do do do Lieut Blather 11 Bl 
76th reg IdDed 4th Blay Lieut Tomer 76ib, wounded do do Llcat 
BrouAton 76th, do dti. do Lieut Skehon, 76ih do do do lieut 
CoL Dunlop 77th, do do do Capt Owen 77ib killed do do Lieut 
Lawrence, 77th, wounded do do Capt W<Iy Reu de Meuron do do 
do Lieut Mathej do do do do JJeut R. Webb Bombay European 
reg do do do Lieut Cormlck Bladroi ploneen killed do do 


ABSTRACT OF OFnCERS KILLED AND WOUNDED 

Blodm enrineen 1 uomded Bombay do 0 Bcncal nrtlUerv 2 
wounded Blodrai do 2 killed 3 wounded Bombay do. 2 killed Den- 
ffil Infimtry 1 wounded Bladnu do 14 killed 26 wounded, Bombay 
10 Skilled 12 nouoded Madraa ploneen 1 killed Botobay do 0. — 
Total killed and wounded 67 


Bamt Cloie AdJ .Gen. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Rfrpnthf^ lie Pri e I rtptrif ettplMreJ at Sninfftpnlm 
Ahhotinh It li nni po'ilbtfl to aicntaJa wIiH mj Jfjjrfe of tecuracy 
whit the prire property in Serio^patim will imotait to jrel frotn the 
riooi Inforroitloo oliulned throuxb ibe MaUcddloiad etbrn employe 
In differcot department! ntwler the laic Saluon I in» enabled to form the 

foUfnrbjf wtlmitlem»— 

lit — rpeeie 1C T-lpSSO lUr pifftxbii Sod— Jcweli yjold lad riJTtr mi 
Hod 25 00 000 1 Jnl— paddy pepper »all and other artldef In the differ 
eol jrnujirlei 1 inOOOi^lh — copper and ! rut poti jjlajiet carpeU Ac^ 
20 000 1 6lb— elcphinU catnclt nor»c» Imlloeki nonWamounltoM 00O» 
6th— cloth* of wioo* lorU, Ac In ibe To^ha Khina, 2 00 000, Toul 
<<6 63,^50 itar pagrvlai Mllturr itorca not indndrd. 

^o remark h neceitarr on the Ut article The ealJmallon on the 
jewd* b Tery uncertain \ there are atlll twenty and mbre boiea, the con- 
tent* of which hare cot been raloed | eery fhlie U known npon the *nb}eet 
of ieweli, for no one amonp TIppoo a people hu any Idea of the contend 
of hi* treotnry | lo that Informatton b rery HtiJe to he depended npon re- 
latlre to thl^ iirf ariWe. With rej^ard to the third I hart erery rewoa 
to tbialc that the eatlmatloa b correct. The 4th article combu of a tv 
riety of thlrv;< ablcb moit protabir win prodoee the ntlmated mm 
The 6th b eoccpoied of property of which I cannot proeore an exact ac 
count The Gth IrKlnde* all ibe and anrer doth* and erery artide uf 
that deacrlptlofi a* welt as trmdry other commodities too pajtlenbr to 
enttmerale ) the eitlmatkm b within bounds 
As the treater part of the captured property b composed of jeweb See., 
articles whWb diher Tippoo or hb father Ilydcr bad plondcred, the Mol 
teddies and other persons, of whom I hare enquired declare that they 
cannot gire any exact atatement of the late Soltaon a rkhes 

W M OoaiwK 

^eriM£ep€tta »/tr9e9 1739 


APPENDIX S 

Tie Siner CWtir^ /a lie Ejeevhee Dlreetery rtpreten/iar tie Ftenei 
JUpubtie Oae eitJ Jm£rieiile nl Perit.* 

In the of that friendship which the Sircar Coudadad, and the 
tnyectioftheSiw row to the French repnbUc which friendship and 
alm^ iball ttdore as long a* the ton ana moon ihlne In the heaven* 
a^ whi^ ^ ^ raort extraordliiary crenti ahdl 

neither break nor dkonlte them ■' 

The Englbh Jedotu of the connection and frjendihJp which for so 
low a timt^ ^ folded between my Slrear and France, yean affo 
tinlted against mo wlA the Marhattas. the Nbim Ally Khan^ and tnr 
other encmicir and declared a war m odJoas as nnlMt, which luted 
wrexal yean and or which the result was to CitaL that It cost me 
t^^crore* and thirty lacks of rupee* in money and my fiacat pro- 
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trttcUA — Ou ttllmafcJi«auJmUilW 7 «iH:rantm# ihc KiDjf »onJcr* we 
lo be obtcrml 

•/rtic/tf 5 —The expedition iMl dirccicd to *omc poUtof the 
maadcl rout aad Iq prcfcreactf to I'orto Ny»o vfbero tbo duetnburla- 
llon of the troop* »lill ukc place ooil where the hb;f with bU whole 
army will appear diher before the «m«J of the trench nnoy or at oajr 
time appowlcd Ubdnghli Intention to coramence opcnulon* m the heart 
of the enemy • coantry 

JrIkU G — The Kbg tlejlrc* lluu thorcpobhciHll Inform him hr dr*- 
palchlctr to Maaffalore two corretlc* frojo Ruropr uUbla JO day* of rarh 
other of the number of ibtp* and truopawbicb are to be rent frotn trance 
la order that be may Uke tlic field Imiocdulcly and bn muter of tbc 
Coromandel cout before the arrival of the republican force* and thu* 
be enabled to prorlde for all ihcir want*. 

Afitde 7 Vii tha conunciU which may he made from the enemy r\ 
ceptiof thme prorlncca wldch (ho Klnir hat beui obliged to cede tu tbc 
EoclUn to the Marbattu end to the Nlinio \Uy Khan tbalJ bo ct|tially 
divided between the tvro nation* nod actording to their respcctlro coo 
renlence. The «nme dirulon tboU al«o be nude of the cncmie* »hlp* 
and of the Portagucio colonic* In order to Indenmify the King for the 
«pcnce* of the war 

yfiitdt 8 —Should any tU£cu)ty orUo betvreeo tho nllicd amde* each 
•hall obterre JoiUce aceordlnf to tbclr ovrn la«v* and cutouia { an 1 
erery dlicuwloa relating' to them ahall be conducted la writlug between 
the two naUou. 

9— NVhaterer maybe the dctlre of the republic whether to giro 
peace to Eoglaad or to continue war the King tru*u the repnbllc will 
alvraya bare the kindnea* to coiuidcr him a* a friend and ihithfaJ ally 
accordingly comprehend him In ail it* trcatle* and epprUe hlny of all lu 
intention*. 

^rtieU 10.— .iUl French whatever who now are or msy hereafter come 
within the territoHe* of the ivlng ihall be treated a* mend* and oJile*; 
they thall hare tho liberty of palling and repeating and of tradmg with- 
out ony molertatloa or hind^ee » on the contrary th^ ihail rccclre 
erery iwthtance and tuccour which they may want- 

.<^rW*U —To procure for my •crrice four founder* of brut and four 
foimden of iron cannon four paper maken twelve manulacturer* of 
glare In diflerent branchei of the manufacture, two naral eoirineer* and 
tYTO good ihip-bmlder* 

Ghfn in « Ptiact •/ Stnn^p^Um » s)ff»n*rt *»i tJuU »f 

mf Prim* MinxxUr teUk tke mI ^ titM tjjixxd tkt^J*(y 1798. 

A tree Translation, 

G 0 hxBU French TraniUtor 
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•' IIISIOIIY OF TIIK IJlUTibll COLONIES,” 

Will) miiiKrotiH Mijis nnd nnthoriM-tl Oilici il Docmm nt-i nnd hithi.rlo (iiiipub-^ 
h'Utd) stilf’tital ChuL-', irom tiic CoIoni.il Olhci., India IIou-'C, IJo.ird ot 
Iruii, Cujloin lUni l, uid Iknrd oi Control, .Ci, 

‘Sir stjritn.ji n . tmUKiii nn ilinintlmi'. for thtMis* )io It uh unikrtaCtn— he Ins not 
iiKU 1> a t wti. hilt 11 L*.'! Ill h’f ’i* ill Uc . fc ii ^h^. i c of iii,nrcs is to him ils ili iii*lilfol is s 
I iml'Cit'f' of CUiu't’s to mruioj', nnl ho fr oiks I ihles with lu iiim li f itlHl> wlflJnb- 
hi,i. si ikiili.Mi^uiHiiu /• niuil nnft of 111-. mental nnchlniry touiiLCled for iinn) >cnt3 
silih Uie ct'imtrs, ho fill aojiiirr I i tliiiniii,:li hno vlult « of cnlonl il mil coiiniKronJ po- 
Jicjr — on if'imunlet of no me in * r ter, lie ln.< itniipcil ftinl ilipi'-teit th it knon Icili t so ih 
tu i"iirJ liilonml i i ai ■! , tili’imc U r t'u' Inlure Xhoi.i ill, linhiicil with the piittst 
punriploo' phll lilt IM n, hii nut In ail hlniuhllcitliiin, Ins In. en to point out the bust 
Jlieam f.ir Incfe idiJ,;I'ic ni.'.uiilor littiit in hipplncjs ’ — IfSrn rum, Mtirth, ISJl 

•Mr M ntJn, nut Dill) jinc) , hut heijphilnt, ho not oiil) i l\e* >ou ineasurtmcnf, 
hut lie I> 1 incUiifoIo, 'vt, iiniiurilo lit, nml lOnmiJcr, hconilu nl)thln^c tli.it cun pos- 
ftibl) be lu lit Af ou t^ic huliJ*'Cl of hK wotk^ uhlcli^ U\ i>olnl of vuliict bns pernups 

nenr Ihcii cxcndiJ Iho vailiiUs .f int'oiis iiiimns 100,uu0,((00 UriUih subjcels, on 
I.Ojj.iA.sjuiuaic 111 Iisif p II. llsli Jiuiilliluu— tliu form of (ronriimeilt in lilt, several presl 
iliiiciej— the ei«it statu of tlicir jionr J clrll mill inllit ir> istabliahmeiits — their debt luid 
expciullturc—the i due of iiioiti > in ilie iliitcrcnt pioviim s— tlie i,eiieial pollc> — tlie nmn- 
tiers i»nj cu\iijiu*4 hhI clini itc'^uf tlK\ 4 , svi itimof %sc meet with uttentlou, find 

on Csic'i whcic It pt n tir iblu, \\c lii\c ii il nblu, dtiinlnt;, svltit precUion, 

all niattcra thatc in be rrJiient to Mieli ccri.oiit} ‘—\cm Munthtj Mu^utme, Iprtl 

• It Is ltiK,hl) luinuurablo to hi* 'I ijct} les the ‘ Son rcl„ii of tlio (.rciitest Colonial tni- 
pire in the world,* tint lie sliOuMliivc uccordid to Mr Murtin liisgncious peniibsloii to 
inscribe to him the (Irtilii torpof tlnteinplrci uihImu corUiall) eoiikriitiilnte tlie antlior 
on tills dl-iUo.mlsbln^ iinr.t of loyil favour llie Illstor) of tile liritibli Colonies 

wltli Informailoii, the’ mu't dlvi rjl'itJ nid valuable liifonn dtun In every page, written witu 
a uoblv, generous, patriutie, proud, nid loft) spirit ( ourt Juuniat 

• Mr Moot^omcr) M utiii'i. vUuible' ni'tor) of Uie llritish Colonics couUins a fund of 
useful iDfonnailoit, vull iliuslnte i b> eoplom tables Munuu^' Jlerithl 

‘ As a worie of icfcteuce, '‘Jf 'tartlii’u publication will bo iiecesSiry to all libraries, 
wliosc owners tat e an lutemt in Coloul d iif drj, lor it couCilns Inforiualion which cannot 
bu procured elsewhere s/KCf.i/«r 

• Urniucstionably Mr Matiin has cl dm to our liighot praise for extraordinary perse- 
venuice and research, us well xi for Judicious nelectlou and irrangcment of materials, in 
tins Historical and dtatUtlcal Work A’liraf u/id MttiUry O.tzette 

‘ \ liondcrous wrorC upon a elgantlc subjict —It is a page of histoo that has long been 
required to be flUeM up, and we arc glad that tlie work li es been undertaken by one, wno 
Is in every way so competent to undertake it b) his long acauaiiitance with Oic subject on 
which ho writes, if the siicceedliii; volumes •.hould be equal to this, It will be one of the 
most valuable and complete works ever piiblishcdi as It sets before us in all its dej^t- 
menls, physical, stallsUcal, politico), and ecdesl.istleal, the history of Uioso countries, 
which, being' the offspring of our own, are undoubteiU) entitled to the highest place The 
statements must have cost Mr Martin Imineiiso labour and research ’ — Liverpool Courier 

‘Au underLaking' of Immeuso g'laisp and gnre it importance; °“5 

iaasum Possessions, collected from a variety of sources, most of them official — Asiatic 
Journal 

‘It Is gratifying to observe that this national work lias been didy 
public A history of our immense Colonial psesslons, of Uic great 
them, of tUclr bearing and luUueuce upon the mother country, with a 
poUcy which had been operating upon them, was a desideratum 'leL 

an external empire ramifying Itself into every part of t ic globe, 

blank m our literature of works relating to its people, its laws, ite ^ Z nroyi. 

peeks. Industrial aud economical character, Its productions, and “ comure- 

tmsto Mr Martin devoting his energies to tlio giving to too p _ and of 

heusivo and most valuable work, a noble monument of persev^imo .pug 

a wgaclous and powerful mind The volume has our very hcar^ cnmmendatl^ 
statistical Information it embraces Is wide, and has been eoUectod wi ^ea P > 



for ttgrecable and. instractlvo readins’ *■ — Cotts£Uutio7ial JlToffuzins 

■The /oarf/i volume of the ‘ History of the BriOsh Colonies,’ Mreg^sitep^^ 

execution, holdson its mightyond splendid ^‘“'^^’^'vitoout ffi g —this 

^ possible with a more masterly freedom, knowledge and — j „ do 

feature seems to expand os the publication g«ii~hteaed liberal 

toe simple but prominent truth in saying that Mr MmUn ® ^ pmely 

Md r^elona fervour of humanity sheds abroad such a lively light m to ^nd^his^meiy 
statistical details exceedingly interesting and attractive even to the g » 



CEtTICAt NOTlcr* Of TdT IIHT»E\ Of TM*. COUiyilJl 


rulu lliutrrA ftHJin U *11. Ill* »e^wUiU*c» w«h rtrrr dJ U*r1 Cui^T • T trrrr 
wkkkV uih *«*a«U k« r MttlH r w 

SttJ^UwUriEU fc** f^iMU bf l*AJ UnU khujU. «■ t,-,uu U 

tcTUl»OoJuQSi*m*»*rf l*u0«l f ilOMAUAirtwWTf Tkao«#»M*l«»*JJ*WW/ 
^idwiwJwu. wiuk Ca»o.k^ l-rt-rtucrff^b afld-u:. 

*rrf ApmxrE. cu oolr b« cipU 1 »o 1 UulUtvftirr^ nru*l ^rw i 

c*nii*d kini ikrooch «1U tt. Tfc« »wk • *»*«ntUD/ tUdUlnl »aia* U ik« *14 o/ 
pUfiA »ctnu*2l |k« *rt*» u »etfp« w*r Ik nw»W to »ml*4 et <rc*i comi ^. t 
fiStTiCr*«qST i bJ 1^ ttt* riUkt **1 frK wpc**, *rt *. H*to 
SSicw*tol5X SjJfaS^uIw** iT *ftlk.*ito. nblUt 0t kU «,Uu« *tUom IM 
^ "w ^f.7r pZ: dt^aUAiom U t»Jk4#«lk*ti*UU.*ti>rtUcto. 

* t». crdST£r««a « tonfrt u •n.Ucm 
?**IJ * wUcli f«T*dM CTrfT *«»£toiO*t **4 *amhl to kUxtto * 

cml *»4 lsr«U*))l« wotk-^ woA «ertbT «4 iW nl^kty »s« ft«*txi7U Coto«U4 4c>«* 
ikwinof lb« E(*;4r«of UriUU. — Jf— Hn***/^ ■>■>*/ l»ii 

Mr Hwrtjcwarrr U*rtU b** »oUr ^•dm*c 4 hU «icto*l Ucit« to P*k l*e. — 4 hr 
UieUtUfortttUackMi&AwKti^'l •ll«bHk* rt*U J w COt*!*! r»-;wk*» to 
Emm cuaiptolc4*wwkWrM*to4wUr u»4 (4 (tt*! »4tW*l l«r««tMc«. W*r*«*a 
bchiU cmMtor cUitc«b*ch ouo* hU uUr*)*b«rv, vblcb cibiUt U« Ma* cl out it*t 

uUr«U»4 tOrtchHkbrti*-! la #tvff *M*M4«*nm4 ibcMith. *«l, wn4, oovto, **4 

k-T'iiirtv^Mr^rT** **4ct>ttU\.uiiif pcwTt**^CTT «h«t« «a(«a4(n(T «U 
nom»otmilt*ottUT\m7 »iOfaM e4 •* n«T »h*^cih»»«c»toM- 

*•4 fT7 rtUttoo* t*ito— her UaaM* pe^*. h*r pratcOkK *ourht, h«t U t. t a t l»*< cs. 
tofcl. her c^Mter yrttcnu4 1— »« r**o(4. w« rrv^r Pktorr *0 rnWr 

WtM^t bc^M* M to Ur M*^** vo<l wUhoat thtoitoc (4 □>« wu*4lcrf«l Kv«t»K*a4 
CraUK oTBOaO* •'/MaXh^lM A a»<M*<.»Kh*t JcM U U»o«t «hr« *h« l< iroi 
to mr Hrt. wdrcti t, f«ton*a» 4 . *»4 t>MTMJto« lh« alfWr »*4 Mirra*! 

Clotoltl *.« «LU».ajf uaa* in r.trT^"^l*fi>nnitlrm- tniiif i h--~l -r* cfcmca^hu 

DOMlirfior *n4« mfitlltlf ^ .rWi 

-^IMrr^rt OtttiM 

Ur »l«ntoh*»lauUeroUwarhh*fvflr«*»H^*^**J^*^*'*®***^‘*^^‘*' 

Ma7c4p«rFOM.par«rTcrtoCUhoa;r toXrpcnMlUlfja. II b**, hr Lb« To- 

U»*, ooadpd *4 • »Twk M4 aort e*U»l r-r Uua It »w mu whr* •• tamlder lh« 
la«»M TMlrty <4 UMormtha r*s»U*U to lU ewiitArOM, Mto U) • «** U rn>^ hr wWM 
UiHLbal^h* hr«u Mtotol roh U U Muatohtor toUkh UMMidt* • btr» 4M« to 
■MtfWb f'pfct.f irt«« ««fWf.>*r> rtiMorTa4th* MPM*I>tto< »*4 ttB ra arorrd 

Mm of to* Iwirnu wtoM*. Hi M*nto f«u tn, cxjUi**. »»4 *«m»» 4 tow r rtry Uhatfh 
ot toforsUkM »hkh * ra Irr *04 muMMr e*a effo. mU mrr h*rt t» atmUtO miUx 
*4rcre*(4r*rhMtuin'toXJu vh«to«t «* r*w4 hU tUm of AdtUr U* MvtsJtod >*. 
MMdi, or hM >«*rt«M <4 to* vbol* troth *• U *iimn to hia*. to*l our *r*ll 

bmM*orx*fflU«t *11 vrtura ^ cMMttoUo**! >04 htofinca) wwiu. Ttu *xeb« klxb. 
tEHud aoi-toimaeot o4 toorml h^ntr to* *aOM rwrerun c4 »*o*d tTMlu, rbanawtU* too 
tr fpt Tt 4 »m>, ttui «ttT>rttKf^r m rfr* l t * ttoa O^pniU to IhP** to*X BWCMlrt. Mor bO« 
Ur hUtito h*i cecipletol hU khtorr I It too awrtt to dretoro UuU W b*o raraol * 
.... ... -..^ 1 .. » *(yu,4re>*cicir m anicot »4Toe*to c4 im 

r uotoa ChrlMtoo.— JfrafUr dmev /«r |in% 


1 *■ occcdlactr oiodeM *44r«u to klh rtoden, mflxc4 to tbi* n4*a*. Ur U*rtla 

*lljade«C> KitMa? to* m*«r fMi*U*14* uU toMt ibamnt^Bf dmoutiac** b* b>4 to 
ctiBUfid 'vlto to \b* Tf***^'^ o( hi* *topMdoM.wh, *o4 '** Ihtoh toU Uul* umuir* 
%ia »ot b* nod vitoewt rsMUaf to* vuU kl»d!r *Mll*i:a tow4> Its kotoor x^wtlMuat 
karlnx to* ao«t Dr«lr lT*'**4iiii* rep^rfiu hUrxtaonlirury iuUPUr powrerue*. 
1* thM *4dr>B* Ur U*rtla ctalou to* mertt of todarur tnUf tor hU Uhoon. hot to* paUk 
b** hfa co r q ed nur hlchar foabtle* to*a (hi* to to* mmt b«Eir« oi. tt **« ducorcred 
toUlUoac*. •0KQ4 *od eoKprvhnulr* Jadrmot. dMatahatHno *»4 buu. >od 

ket, toooxh Dot l««Jt,msvr *tt*lBin**toa4tioonilJur7 Uad, *04 Ithuowilrd Mr M*r^ 
tlo *T*h*T*thu pcopocthaoed to toe** **<rtU. — E«*tw«> i>ce.i uu. 

totoUnim*,Mr hUitl* eaod*4cs biasnM B«4tTt*kloc.«hloht* tlMUfottoU hr 
th* are * oumiloo* lytdt of Uda t ry— to* am* unAed rtaaiuli *mI mi~~o <d £*rt 
tor wUehttutemcTTolaa** orcT* reaulaht*. u 1* to* mr flat work of It* kind 
Q)*iD*t 0 t«l of which It U toapoard wcr«*attm4ato I*rt« aw (*c* lod to moJtl- 
tod c4 ptam i It* khnlir lOutnttoo *r* «l«n *4 im tach • arlrt* i4 •owroa, that It 
WDoid brail bi4 htirioMftii* to mak* thru a*ta« fra* (rm mon— aod whM tt U rraw* 
bored toat cm baad a*d cu* haad h** fatomd Uum Moapwc* ■tore* of tohajpuioa, *od 
n n toendtUr amri tpao* of tlua r«s town torctoc/ w* wUl b* dl«w»rd to woodrr 
to* work ta w nwnrtrt *. If aor aErcwua£*oe*I to tts tutorial* aaS* wa* r^ 

nlfod to U u aai th* cialma of U* '* tnatorr of to* SdtkA Cotoaiat." «poa jabtu r*toi>' 
iUf*. tor toct Chat Mr Martlo p>r**r*r*d to tt to to* cb 4, cnaidad bf aor **<l*toaar£roa 
OoraBiMBt or toy otbv aawutittnj bodto* aod raltoc totolr from bt* wBUodud 
aeu«> Mgjuto br afllidat to ttatf to proair* tta wtlnn* wber«>atorf«*r«iailw* 
wfaoiTup*tott*toto**TtrTyi*dtot*r«*t* of UMklad. U cua* b* «XF*«ud that aro of 
abmtr ihoakd drrot* toctr cttarKla to th* pobOe aerTieo. ulaa mu* mrvd casoo to th— 

to (nolfrtocabape, aodtb* lewmrdtowUoh Ur Umu* leoki, k of *ktod.U> cBoio u 
maefa heoedt apeu to* patou) u open to* aattxw Th* mcc*** of to* pohOathu h«a, w« 
hittor*. b*«B rntwidrublo, btolt cu*ot tn*et vreator t«crvK tkao tt* luporttaca ao aui' 
Ktooitlr deatfrt*. ~MM* 






